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Jacqueline Kennedy Onassis

THE KENNEDY LIBRARY HAS LOST OF INDIVIDUALS WHO HAVE, IN
ONE OF ITS FOUNDERS. SOME WAY, BECOME A PART OF
JacouELINE KENNEDY ONASSIS THE KENNEDY LIBRARY IN THE
WAS A BOUNTIFUL SOURCE OF PAST THIRTY YEARS SHARE A

IDEAS AND INSPIRATION IN PROFOUND FEELING OF LOSS

THE DEVELOPMEHNT OF WITH THE PASSING

THIS5 INSTITUTION, 0OF JACQUELINE
DEDICATED TO KENNEDY ONASSIS,

THE MEMORY OF OUR GRIEF 1§

PRESIDENT TEMPERED BY THE
KENNEDY AND REALIZATION

HONORING ALL OF ALL S5HE

THOSE WHO, ACCOMPLISHED

THROUGH THE IN THE CREATION

ART OF POLITICS, OF THE KENNEDY

SEEKE A NEW AND LIBRARY AND BY

BETTER WORLD. THE SPIRIT OF

MEMBERS OF THE HOFE AND PERPETUAL

LIBRARY STAFF, OFFICERS, OPTIMISM THAT SHE
DIRECTORS AND STAFF OF BROUGHT TO HEE LIFE AND
THE KENNEDY LiIBRARY SHARED 50 WILLINGLY WITH

FUUNDATIUN, AND THE MILLIONS THOSE WHO KEKNEW HER.

THE JoHN E KENNEDY LIBRARY NEWSLETTER
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| AM EXCERPT FROM SENATOR EDpwarDp M. KEnneny's EvrLoGy

She was a blessing to us and to the nation, and a lesson o the world on how to do

things right, how to be a mother, how to appreciate history, how to be courageous.
No one else looked like her, spoke like her, wrote like her, or was so original
in the way she did things. No one we knew ever had a better sense of self.

Jackie brought the greatest artists to the White House, and brought the arts to the
center of national attention, Today, in large part because of her inspitation and vision,
the arts are an abiding part of national policy. And then, during those four endless
days in 1963, she held us together as a family and a country. In large part because of
her, we could grieve and then go on. She lifted us up, and in the doubt and darkness,

she gave her fellow citizens back their pride as Americans. She was then 34 vears old.

Afterward, as the erernal flame she it Aickered in the autumn of Arlingron Cemetery,
Jackie went on to do what she most wanted - to raise Caroline and John, and warm

her family's life and thar of all the Kennedys,

Her two children turned out to be excraordinary, honest, unspoiled and with a char-
acter equal to hers. And she did it in the most trying of cireumstances. They are her
twa miracles. Her love for Caroline and John was deep and ungualified, She reveled
i their accomplishments, she hurt with their sorrows and she felt sheer joy and
delight in spending time with them. Au the mere mention of their names, Jackie’s
eyes would shine brighter and her smile would grow bigger. She once said that if you
“bungle raising your children nothing else much mateers in life” She didn’t bungle

COnee again, she showed how to do the most importane ching of all, and do it right.

And for those of us who knew and loved her, she graced our lives.

When she went to work, Jackie became a respected professional in the world of
publishing, And because of her, remarkable books came to life. She searched out new
authors and ideas. She was interested in everything. Her love of history became a
devarion to historic preservation, You knew, when Jackie joined the cause to save

a building in Manhattan, the bulldozers might as well turn around and go home,

She had a wonderful sense of humor - a way of focusing on someone with total arten-
tion - and a lietle girl delighe in who they were and what they were saying, It was a
gift of herself chat she gave to others. And in spite of all her heartache and loss, she

never faltered,

[ truth, she did everything she could, and more, for each of us, She made a rare and
noble contribution to the American spirit, But for us, most of all she was a magnifi-

cent wife, mother, grandmother, sister, aunt and friend. She graced our history.
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THe RoLE OoF JACQUELINE KENNEDY ONASSIS IN THE CREATION AND DEVELOPMENT OF |

THE Joun F. KEnnepY LiBrARY

The Kennedy Library was organized in 1964, in the sad days following the death of
John Kennedy, From the start, it was the hope of Mrs. Onassis that the Library would
be a place where people could search for historic truth, learn more about politics and

leadership, and reflect on the need to serve the public in some way.

She wanted the building to be a magnificent work of art, celebrating the
energy, grace, dignity and boldness that John Kennedy, and those associated
with him, brought to the world of politics and public service.

In a statement on the plans for the Kennedy Library, Mrs, Onassis wrote:

TRAY HUSBAMD HAD LOHOKED FORWARD T RETIRIMNG T HIS LIBRARY AT THE EMND
OF HI% TIME IMN WASHIMNGTOMN, MOW HE WILL M0OT SEE THE BUILDIMNG T BE ERECTED
IR HIS MAME. BUT HIS PARIMNTS AND BROITHERS ARMD SISTERS ARID | ALL LEOOK (38
IT AS% HIS MOS5T FITTING MEMORIAL. BECAUSE JOOHM KENMEDY WAL S0 IRVOYWVED
I LIFE, HiS LIBRARY WILL BE WNOT IUST A REPOSITORY OOF PAPERS AMD RELICS OF
THE PFAST IT Wikl ALSCY BE A VITAL CENTER OF EDUWCATION AMD EXCHARNGE AMND

THOUGHT. WHICH WILL GROW AND CHARMNGE WITH THE TIMES

JOHN F, KENNEDY BELIEVED STROMNGLY THAT OMNE'S AlM SHOUWULD NOT BE THE MOST
COMPORTABLE LIFE PFOS5IBLLE BUT THAT WE SHOULD ALL DO SOMETHING TO EIGHT
THE WROMGS WE SEE - ARND MOT JUST COMPLAIN ABCOUT THEM. WE OWE THAT
T LR COPUMNTRY, ARND OUR COURNTRY WIELL SLUFFER IF WE DORM'T SERYE HER. HE
BELIEVED THAT CIMNE PIRSON CAMN MAKE A [DIFFEREMNOCE AMI} THAT EVERY FERSCIMN

SHOULD TRY

| MOIPE THAT MAMY OF ¥YOL AMD YOUR CHILDREM WILL BE ABLE TCF YISIT THE
EESMMEDY LIBRARY. IT WILL BE A MEMORIAL T FRESIDENT KENNEDY ARND A& LIVIMRG
CENTER OF STLDY OF THE TIMES IN WHICH HE LIVED., WHICH WILL INSPIRE THE
TIEALS OF DEMOICREACY AMND FREFIDOAM IM YOLIMG PEOPLE ALL OVER THE WORLID. HIS
LIBRARY WILL BE YOLK LIBREARY., FOR, WHERMN COMPLETED, IT WILL BL TURNED OOVIER
Teid THE GOVERMMENT AND BECOME THELE FROPERTY OF THE FEOPFLE ©¥F THE UMNITED

STATES FOREVER.”

Mrs. Crnassis played a major role in the selection of 1.M. Pei as the architect of the
Kennedy Library., At an early meerting, Mr, Per explained, somewhar apologetically,
that as a young architect he had not worked on monumental projects. Mres, Onassis,
nevertheless, chose m for he seemed so tilled with promise and he had the imagination,
skill and temperament to ereate a structure that would reinforce her vision of the
Librarv. When a site in Cambridge proved to be impractical, Mrs. Onassis joined in the
search for a new location for the Library, She was pleased wich the selecrion of Columbia
Point in Dorchester becanse ol the symboliam of being near the childhood home of
John Kennedy's mother and, most importantly, because of the beaury of the adjacent

harbor and the love that President Kennedy had for the ocean.




s




In 1964, Mrs. Onassis was deeply involved 1
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| FoND REMEMBERANCES OF JACQUELINE KENNEDY ONASSIS

The Library has received thousands of letters of condolence fram people all over the
warld, This cutpouring of good will has been exrraordinary both for its velume and
for the depth and sincerity of the messages. Many people expressed te Caroline and
John Kennedy how inspirational their mothers dignity and courage has been to them.
Among the rributes were contributions from people who requested thae we use the

funds to support Kennedy Library projects of particular significance to Mrs.Onassis

In that spirit, we want readers to know that their generous donations
will be dedicated to improving the landscaping surrounding the Library.
For many visitors, the wild beach roses, Japanese black pines, honey
locusts, weeping willows, and dozens of other varieties of trees and plants
on the Library grounds reflect the landscape of Cape Cod familar to
President Kennedy. The sweeping views of the harbor and the Atlantic
Ocean beyond are reminders that, throughout his life, John F Kennedy
drew inspiration from the sea.

When the Library opened in 1979, the grounds were prepared according to a plan
developed by [LM. Pei, architect of the Library; Dan Kiley, an internationally
acclaimed landscape architecr; and Rachel Lambert Mellon, who had designed
the Fiose Garden and cthe _I.Il.'l.]'lll.'llnl_' K-q_"|'||r|_':|:\' Garden at the White House, Fifteen
vears later, several projects that would enbhance the heanry of the grounds have
been identified. Caroline and John feel that beautifying the Library’s surroundings

is a fitting tribute to ctheir motcher,

T3 ALL 23F G3UR FRIEMIDOS WHAOISE DDOIMRATICFSNS WILL HELF TOF A KF
THE WiOREKE PLOSSIBLE., “WFE EXTEMNMDO €OLR SIRKCERE THARMES




ﬁ']' THE CHURCH SERVICE, MALIR]EZE TEMPEI.SMAN CHOSE TO READ
“IrTHAKA™ BY C.P. CAVAFY

ny

As you set out for Ithaka hope the voyage is a long one, full of
adventure, full of discovery.

Laistrygonians and Cyclops, angry Poseidon - don't be afraid of
them: you'll never find things like that on your way as long as you
keep your thoughts raised high, as long as a rare excitement stirs
your spirit and your body.

Laistrygonians and Cyclops, wild Poseidon - you won't encounter
them unless you bring them along inside your soul, unless your
soul sets them up in front of you,

Hope the vovage is a long one.

May there be many a summer morning when, with what pleasure,
what joy, you come into harbors seen for the first time; may you
stop at Phoenician trading stations to buy fine things, mother of
pearl and coral, amber and ebony, sensual perfume of every kind
-as many sensual perfumes as vou can, and may you visit many

Egyptian cities to gather stores of knowledge from their scholars.

Keep Ithaka always in your mind. Arriving there is what you are
destined for.

But do net hurry the journey at all.
Better if it lasts for years, so you are old by the time you reach the
island, wealthy with all you have gained on the way, not expecting

Ithaka to make you rich.

Ithaka gave you the marvelous journey, Without her, you would
not have set out.

She has nothing left to give vou now,
And if you find her poor, Ithaka won't have faoled you.

Wise a5 you will have become, so full of experience, vou will
have understood by then whar these Ithakas mean.

THEM, HE CONCLUDLD WITH HIS OWR WORDS:

“And now the journey is over, too short, alas, too short.
It was filled with adventure and wisdom, laughter and love,

gallantry and grace.
[ f LR R e oA R NG O 3 A




