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Germany After the Wall

by Theodore C. Sorensen

est Berlin, the steps of
City Hall, June 26, 1963. What 2
day! What a crowd! Whar a speech
by the President of the United
States, John F Kennedy! “lch bin
ein Berliner” The Wall, staring at
us all beyond the noisy and enor-
mous throng, was an offense, said
the President, against humanity as
well as history. The stark contrast
between the free, bustling, dy-
namic city of West Berlin and s
neighbor across the Wall was the
best evidence, he stressed, of the
moral and economic bankrupicy
of communism.

Yet the speech conveyed not a
bitter tirade about the past but a
hopeful prophecy for the future,
The President spoke of the day
when a peacefully reunited Ger-
many would take its place in a
politically reconstituted Europe,
All who stood for freedom would
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be able o look back with pride
and satisfaction, John F Kennedy
declared, "when that day finally
comes, as it will”

It has.

The reunification of the German
people is incluctably approaching,
whether others wish it or not.
Manv—indeed, many more than
publiclv admit it—do not wish
it. Long-standing fears of an all-
powerful German state, and bitter
memories of Nazi invasion and
occupation forces, have not been
vanguished in the Soviet Union,
Eastern Europe or even Western
Europe by 45 years of peace and
democracy in the Federal Republic
of Germany. Many of those whose
fathers fought or fled Hitler now
seck not the perpetual punish-
ment of new generations of Ger-
mans but some reassurance that
what happened before cannot
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. AN free men, wherever
they may live, are citizens of
Berlin, and, therefore, as a
free man, [ take pride in the
words 'fch bin ein Berliner” ™

Address, City Hall, West Berlin
June 26, 1963

happen again. The prospect of

a reunited Germany inside the
MATO military alliance seems un-
thinkable o Soviet leaders; the
prospect of a reunited Germany
outside the NATO military alliance
seems unthinkable w Western
leaders.

But both sides best think anew.
Reunification is coming, It may
not come swiftly, in view of the
vast differences in the political and
economic systems and habits of
West and East Germany, the large
numbers of superpower troops
still on their respective territories,
and the post-World War 11 agree-
ments and other commitments
that must be respected. Nor may
reunification come easily, in view
of the many and complex legal,
financial and practical questions
that must first be resolved.

But come it will. Like the
crumbling of Communist dictators,
armies and the Wall itself, it will
come more swiftly and more easi-
ly than most experts now predict,
It will come through the same un-
stoppable force—"people power”
—in this instance the desire of the
German people o be one again,
to join together without the
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