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I n the opening thirty-
minute film and in the
eighteen-thousand square
feet of exhibit space at
the Kennedy Library, we
have tried 1o capture the
special style and grace of
John FE. Kennedy. Even
the location of this
unique building reflects
his spirit—for John
Kennedy loved the sea
and was close to it
throughout his life,

As a boy he swam and
sailed the waters of Nan-
tucket sound, and at Har-
vard he was a member of
the sailing team which
won the McMillan cup in
1938. During World War
I1, of course, he served as
an officer in the Navy. In
the White House, Presi-
dent Kennedy surrounded
himself with ship models,
scrimshaw, and paintings
of historic naval battles—
many of which are on
display in the Muscum.

The exhibits were
assembled largely by the
members of the Kennedy

family. Most of the items
in the “Early Years' Ex-
hibit were donated by the
president’s mother, and
her proud voice also nar-
rates memories of his
childhood. His sisters
Eunice, Pat, and Jean
donated their favorite let-
ters, pictures, and small
mementos. Senator Ted
Kennedy contributed his
expertise to the “*Political
Years” Exhibit and made
sure the president’s sail-
boat, Victura, was part of
the Museum display.
Jackie sent me several
pieces of sculpture along
with her personal
descriptions. She said,
“Some people do not
know how much he loved
old and beautiful things,
but it was just that beauty
and grace that moved him
mast. He was interested
in the classics and even
after he became president
he gave me so many
beautiful picces of sculp-
ture which he went and
picked out himself" His

love of sculpture is evi-
denced by the Library’s
collection.

My own favorite exhibit
is “'The President and the
Press.” These nine
minutes of film taken
from his 64 televised
press conferences capture
his presidential demeanor
and personal charm and
wit.

In the center of the ex-
hibits is the presidential
desk as it looked on
November 21, 196% when
he left for Texas. His
treasures are still there:
the coconut shell with
the message which led to
the 1943 rescue of the PT
109 crew in the Solomon
Islands, the gold Inau-
gural Medal, and the
black alligator desk set
from General Charles de
Graulle of France.

A mini-theater, photo-
graphs, and biographical
exhibit pay tribute to
President Kennedy's
brother, Robert, His love
of sports, family, and his
concerns for a better
world are all illuminated
here

As we finish the tour
and head toward the mag-
nificent glass pavilion, we
pass the lone figure of
John F. Kennedy as he
wialked on the sand at
Hyannis Port towards the
sea he loved, and we
hope that our visitors
understand him a little
better for having been
here.
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