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Public Forums at the Kennedy Library

A Popuiar Series Supported by
e Lowel Institule

hen the Kennedy Library
was being planned in 1964,
evervone agreed it should be as
involved with current political
issues as with the presenttion of
the tremendously important re
cords of the past. The vision
of the Library was multi-
dimensional, allowing people
to conduct research in the ar-
chives, o learn and be inspired
by the exhibits and films, and o
engage in lively discussion and
debate abourt the lessons of
history and the challenges of
improving the furure.

Prior to the dedication of the
Library in the fall of 1979, an
education department was
created and given the task of
organizing a variety of teaching

programs for elementary and
junior high school classes, high
school and college students,
teachers, and the general public

One of the first major projects
was a series of lectures on the
political history of Boston. It was
co-sponsored by Boston College,
and was a part of the celebration
of the 350th anniversary of the
founding of the city of Boston.
The theater was filled 1o capacity
cach evening and the discussions
were provocative and informative.,

Most important, the project
marked the beginning of a fruit-
ful relationship berween the
Kennedy Library and the Lowell
Institute. The Lowell Institute
generously provided funds for
this series and has given the
Library a grant each vear since
1980 to support its forums.

The Institute is one of the
oldest organizations in Boston
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Senator Edward Kennedy poses with three members of the [FK Library
Corps. The Senator weas at the Library on March 20 o bear testimony
in support of bis proposed Service o America Act

“f believe that an America

that understands the impor-
‘tance of ‘lifelong learning’

will be able to deal with

ibose problems more wisely
“(campaign statement to the
‘Adult Education Association
~of the US.A., Denver, Ocio-
B M60)

dedicated to public education.
It was founded in 1836 by John
Lowell, Jr. and for many genera-
tions has supported a host of
public lectures, discussions, ex-
hibits and courses at museums,
colleges and other institutions
throughout Massachusetts. In

Spring
1989

addition, the Institute was instru-
mental in the formation of the
WGBH Educational Foundartion,
which operates three nationally
acclaimed, public television sta-
tions and a public radio station.

John Lowell, a member of the
Board of Directors of the Kennedy
Library Foundation, is understand-
ably proud of the work of the
Lowell Institute. “Owver the past
150 years we have been able to
contribute to a wide assortment
of educational projects. As the
current Trustee of the Institute, 1
am particularly pleased with the
progress of the Kennedy Library
programs since their inception
almost ten years ago.”

The Lowell Institure’s annual
grant has cnabled the Library w
offer public forums on a variety
of topics and issues. These sessions
have dealt with, for example,
critical areas of ension through-






