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Stephen E. Smith Center is Dedicated

embers of the Kennedy

family joined with friends

of the late Stephen E. Smith
on February 4th to dedicate the
new 21,800 square-foot wing of the
John F. Kennedy Library in memory
of Mr. Smith, the founding presi-
dent of the Kennedy Library Foun-
dation, husband of Jean Kennedy
Smith and brother-in-law of Presi-
dent Kennedy.

The Stephen E. Smith Center,
designed by 1M, Pei, architect of
the original building, is on the
Library's west side. It significantly
increases the Library's capacity o
serve as an educational, conference
and research center, and as a com-
munity resource.

Jean Kennedy Smith cuts the ribbon and opens the Smith Center with ber

Mrs. Jean Smith cut the ribbon
10 open the new center as three
of the four Smith children, William,
Amanda and Kym, stood by her side.
Many other members of the Ken
nedy family, including Senator Ken-
nedy, Jacqueline Kennedy Onassis,
Caroline Kennedy, Patricia Kennedy
Lawford, Mrs. Robert E Kennedy,
Sargent Shriver, and Congressman
Joseph Kennedy, participated in
the ceremony.

As president of the John E
Kennedy Library Corporation, Mr.
Smith led the effort that resulted
in the initial construction of the
Library at Columbia Point. Later,
he was instrumental in establishing
the Kennedy Library Foundation

children Amanda (left), Kym and William by ber side

"According to the ancient
Chinese proverb, a journey of
1000 miles must begin with a
single step. My fellow Americans,
let us take rhat first step. Let us,
if we can, step back from the
shadows of war and seek oul the
way o peace. And if that journey
ix 1,000 miles, or even more, let
bistory record that we. in this
land, at this time, took the first
step.”

John F. Eennedy

Address to the nation on the
MNuclear Test Ban Treaty

July 26, 1963

and in developing an endowment
for the Library. Mr. Smith died on
August 19, 1990,

In naming the addition to the
building for Mr. Smith, the Library
honors the huge and unique con-
tribution he made to the Library's
development, and permanently
associates his name with the build-
ing and the institution which he
nurtured, shaped and championed.

The center overlooks the waters
of Old Harbor, commanding a pros-
pect of Dorchester Heights and
Boston's skyline beyond, Two stories
high, its facade is of white precast
concrete as in the original building.

The upper level contains several
public meeting spaces. A 5,000
square-foot hall seats 500 persons
for conferences, lectures, community
events, and civic occasions, provides
space for large temporary exhibi-
tions; and accommaodates 500 per-
sons for dinners and receptions. It
is finished with maple panelling and
has a large crescent-shaped window
framing a terrace and a panoramic
view of the Boston skyline.
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