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Library Releases New Cuban Missile Crisis

Meeting Tapes
Iy Sheldon M. Stevn

n October 24, 1990, exactly 34
vears after the Cuban missile
crisis brought the world to the
brink of nuclear war, the Kennedy
Library released more than 15 hours
of audiotape of the meetings of
President Kennedy and his advisers
held from October 18-29, 192
The apes are unigue hastorical
material, putting the listener directly
into the decision-making phase of
the missile orisis. They demonstrate
clearly that the participants were
very concerned and uncertain about
the ultimate outcome of this nuclear
stanchoff
On October 19, President Kennedy
expressed his belief that American
military action in Cuba would force a

Soviel response in Berlin, “which

’

MRBM LAUNCH SITE
SAN CRISTOBAL, CUBA

leaves me only one alternative which
15 1o fire nuclear weapons - which is
a hell of an alternative - to begin a
nuclear exchange. 1 don't think we
have any satisfactory alternatives
Several days later the President
added, “Wha we are doing is throw-
ing down a card on the wable in a
game which we dont know the end
ing of.” On the same day, a relieved
Secretary of See Dean Busk com-
mented, “My Goud, 1 think it was very
significant that we were here this
moming. We passed the one contin
gency - an immediate, sudden, ima-
tional [nuclear] strike [by the USSR
The tapes will allow historians 1o
fine-tune our understanding of the
crisis, especially in illustrating the

human side of the discussions, In an

extraordinary exchange, for exam-

ple, Air Force Chicf of Staff General

Aertal reconnaissance photograph of medinm range ballistic missife lannch

site at San Cristolel, Culya

“We can belp make the world safe
Sor diversity. For, in the final analy-
&5, otr most basic conmon linle is
thai we all inbabir this small plaret.
Wi all breath the same air. We all
cherish our childven s fuine,

And we are all morial,

John F. Kennedy
American University

June 10, 1963

Curtis LeMay told the President tha
the blockade withour militry action
woltld lead o war. “This s almost
as had as the appeasement at
Munich. 1 just don't see any other
solution except direct military inter-
vention right nosw.”

On October 26, Vice Presidem
Lyvndon Johnson criticized the sur
veillunce Mights over Cubu as oo
risky. “Looks like we'ne playving
Fourth of Julv over there, I'm scared
of that and 1 don’t see what vou pet
for that photograph,  IF vou'ne going
1o irv o psvehologically scare them

vou're liable to get yvour bottom
shot at.”

Nikita Khrushohev agrecd 1o remove

Even afier Soviet leader

the missiles, [FK decided w continue
air surveillance despite a planned
trip te Cuba by the UN secretan
generil, declaring that U Thant
“doesn't know what the hell 1o look
for anymore than T would.”

TPk repeatcdly resisted pressure
from the Executive Commintee of the
National Security Council (Ex
Comm) to initiate military action -
insisting on delaving air strikes even
after a U-2 plane was shot down
over Cuba, on giving the USSR more
time by postponing a confrontation
on the high seas [“We don't want o

precipitate an incident. This is not

conttinnedd on poge 7
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Charitable Gifts Provide Benefits To The Donor And The Library

iving the Kennedy Library

Foundation a gift of appreciar-

ed securities can provide the
donor with several significant bene-
fits. First the donor will receive a
charitable tax deduction for the full
fair market value of the securities.
Second, with the stock market a0 an
all-time high, a mransfer of highly
appreciated securities would allow
the donor to realize a tax savings as
he or she would avoid capital gains
tax on the wransfer of the stocks. In
addition, the donor enjoys the per-
sonal rewards of supporting a
vibrant national institution

Domaors may designate their contri-

butions to support programs of pur-
ticular interest e them such as fel-

Library Fetes Volunteers

he Libwary recently honored

its 45 volunteers for their com-

mitment and outstanding ser-
vice, Library Director Brad Gerrant
and Director of Operations Maria
stanwich thanked the volunteers for
their work in the various depan-
ments of the Library and Foundaton.

These dedicated men and women
play an imponant role in our many
archival, education, and museuam
progrums and activities, Assisting
with school groups, editing oral his-
tory interviews and cataloging pho-
tographs are just a few of the pro-
jects 1o which they contribwire their
time and energies.

As atoken of the staff's apprecia
tion, Mr. German presented cach vol-
umteer with Life i Camelon: The
Kennedy Yeens by Philip Kunhardt, Jr

Volunteer opportunities still exist
Interested candidates should call
Maria Stanwich at G17-929-1200.

lowwships, intemships, the Profile in
Courage Award and the JFK Library
Corps,

Although ouwtright gifts are the cas-
iest o make, many donors are con-
sidering life income plans because
of the additional benefits they
reCeive;

* Mav increase income from the

domated assers.

& Provide a stream of income for

one or more beneficiirices

* Eliminate capital gains ax on

transter of appreciated propeny.

+ Reduce taxable estate,

Allow the donor to make a
more sigable wift,

Through the establishment of a
charitable remainder rust a donor

can achieve these benefits and also
fulfill his or her charitable intertion
of making a gift to the Kennedy
Library Foundation. Individuals
who make lifle income gifts o the
Foundation are immediately enrolled
as members of the Heritage Society.
Members of the society reccive invi-
rations 1o special events, a subscrip-
e 1o the Kennedy Libeary newsler-
ter as well as a membership card
which provides free admission and
store discounts,

If you would like more informa-
tion on creating a charitable trast wo
benefit the Library or on how o
make an ouright gl of appreciated
securities, please contact lennifer
Rice at 017-430-08980 ext. 18

From lefl: Velunteers Benwice Gropgn, Pand Grogpd, Edne Strean, Mike Paglia,
Sanet Ford and Sean Holland






