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Introduction

Although we may not always realize it, we are sumaed by historical evidence. Just look
around at the names of streets, schools, waterarayparks and you’ll see reminders of the
“history makers,” the people who made a differeimcene life of our city and country. This
resource packet was created to help you and yodests make the most of a relatively
recent addition to the Boston landscape, the Razgdfald Kennedy Greenway, and to learn
about the remarkable woman for whom it is named.

In this packet you will find unique resources tdphgtudents explore Rose Kennedy'’s life.
She was the daughter of a mayor, wife of an ambassand the mother of nine children,
three of whom were U.S. Senators and one of whararbe our 35th President. She was a
witness to and patrticipant in some of the greaht&vef her times, and her biography provides
students with a window into twentieth-century higto

Rose Kennedy lived for over a century and closelyudnented her busy and exciting life in
diaries and scrapbooks. We are fortunate to betalgeovide archival resources from the
Personal Papers of Rose Fitzgerald Kennedy attie B. Kennedy Presidential Library and
Museum to help tell her story. By examining thdeseuments and photographs, your
students can become “biography detectives” andsiiyate Rose’s life through real historical
evidence. The materials have been developed fargerusstudents and focus on Rose’s
relationships, activities and accomplishments, lasd on the tragic events in her life.

The packet includes 24 documents and photographsr@levant background information,
three classroom activities, a biography, a biblapinry, and information about the Greenway.
The activities are designed to meet national aaig standards in history and language arts.

After becoming biography experts, we invite you godr students to visit the Greenway and
participate in a special tour designed to complérttenactivities in this packet.

The suggested activities in this packet have bédeted by third graders. We encourage you
to use them and the primary sources provided inaaythat will enhance your classroom
curriculum. We hope that you and your students\elgarning about Rose Fitzgerald
Kennedy and that you will visit the Greenway, tblrd F. Kennedy Presidential Library and
Museum and the John F. Kennedy National Historie.Si

Third grade students from the David Ellis SchodRimxbury, Massachusetts helped create a forty-foot
timeline of Rose Kennedy's life at the Kennedy Rfestial Library and Museum.
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Who was Rose Kennedy?
Biography Detectives in the Classroom

Objectives

To introduce students to the life of Rose Fitzgéiaennedy

To engage students in historical thinking: exangrand analyzing primary sources;
arranging information chronologically; relating penal experiences to historical events;
making inferences from evidence and formulatingstjoas

To have students become more familiar with the gefhrbiography and gain experience
with nonfiction writing

To reflect on Rose Kennedy’s legacy and on whatorss might learn about her at the
new park in Boston that bears her name

Overview of Activities

Activity #1: Traveling through a Century: Rose Kennedy’s Times
Use a timeline that spans from 1890 to the prdsetfit to introduce Rose
Kennedy and identify important historical eventsha last century.
Activity #2: Biography Detectives Examine the Evidace
Students work in small groups to examine photogaid documents and
record their findings. They post information abBase Kennedy on the
timeline.
Activity #3: Interpreting the Evidence: Who Was Ro® Kennedy?
Students compare what they have learned throughapyisources to a
secondary source, a written biography. They whig own response to the
guestion, “Who was Rose Kennedy?

Related Curriculum Standards

National History Standards
1) Chronological Thinking; 2) Historical Comprehens 3) Historical Analysis and
Comprehension

Massachusetts History and Social Studies Curriculdimamework

Concepts and Skills — History and Geography
Explain the information that historical timelinesnwey and then put in chronological
order events in the student’s life or in the higtof countries studied.
Explain the meaning of time periods or dates itonisal narratives.
Observe and describe local or regional historidaats and sites and generate questions
about their function, construction, and significanc

Learning Standards:
3.7 After reading a biography of a person from Mabsisetts, summarize the person’s
life and achievements.



(Learning Standards, cont.)
3.12 Explain how objects or artifacts of everydéy in the past tell us how ordinary
people lived and how everyday life has changed.

Preparatory Activity: Making a Timeline

Construct a timeline beginning in 1890, the yeat RRose Kennedy was born, to the
present. It is helpful to have unobstructed flquace to make the timeline. You may wish to
prepare it ahead of time or have 2-3 students masea group project.

Materials:

- Long roll of plain brown wrapping paper (at leadt @ide)

- Roll of 1” masking tape (or narrower pressure-darescolored graphic tape)

- Ruler, yard stick or measuring tape

- Scissors

- Ball of string

- Pencils, markers

- Large sticky labels or index cards, each labeldt wi‘decade year” from 1890 to the
present (1890, 1900, 1910, etc.)

Procedure:

Determine the scale of the timeline to establisigtlle of paper needed. A scale of four
inches = one year will produce an impressive timeebout 40 feet long and will allow
ample space to post information.

Lightly tape one end of paper roll to the floor.ed4ure distance on floor equal to length
of timeline, plus a few extra feet, and mark thd-point with tape. Unroll paper to the
mark, cut and tape this end down.

Run a string down the middle of the paper, lengslewiaping both ends. Use the string
as a guideline. Place a line of tape carefullyrithe full length of the paper, just
below the string. Then remove the string.

Use ruler and pencil to mark off the years on @peording to the scale chosen. Make a
longer mark every tenth year, starting from theQL.8ad.

Indicate the decade years with large sticky labelsdex cards. The intermediate years
can be added in smaller characters along thedinggu may choose to leave them
blank.

Roll up the timeline and store until ready to use.



Activity #1. Traveling through a Century: Rose Kennedy’s Times

Summary
Students discuss a mystery box labeled, “Rosen&ayy 1890 -1995.” As a giant
timeline is unrolled, students identify importasttes in their own lives, post historical
events from the 20century and consider the changes that took pladegiRose
Kennedy's life.

Key concepts
There is a new park in Boston named after Ros@é&iited Kennedy.
Rose Kennedy lived over a century, 104 years.
She witnessed 100 years of history that shapetifb@nd the lives of other
Americans and people around the world.
She was the mother of John F. Kennedy, tHe@8sident of the U.S.

Materials needed
“Mystery Box”: A covered box that contains the pam source materials provided.
(see Preparation below)
Timeline (1890 — present) on long rolled sheetayqy
Historical events notecards (see directions inb€ow)
Masking tape
Large sheets of paper
Markers

Preparation

There are 24 photographs and documents from Roseddg’s papers included in this
packet. The material is divided into five categeri

Growing Up

Wife and Mother

Life in England

Campaigns and the White House
Legacy

moowz

The labels on documents and photographs (Al, B2, ate for identification — they
are not part of the original.

You will present the box in Activity #1. Studemtd| work in small groups to
examine the primary source material in Activity #2.

Familiarize yourself with the materials. Backgrdunformation on each source is
provided on page 18.

You may want to make a duplicate set of sourcdarinate them for future use.
Place each set of sources in a separate foldeanilarenvelope. Label each set (A,
B, C, etc.)

Place folders/ envelopes in a covered box. Ldb&ase Fitzgerald Kennedy, 1890 —
1995.”

NOTE: The primary source materials may be reprirftacclassroom use only.
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Procedure
A. Introductory Discussion

Display the box of source materials with the ldiidden. Tell students that a mysterious
package has been delivered to the school, with thidyinformation on the outside. (Show the
label: Rose Fitzgerald Kennedy, 1890 - 1995.)

Suggested guestions:
Has anyone heard of this person?
Did you know that there is a new park in Bostonsbéahusetts with the same name — “The
Rose Fitzgerald Kennedy Greenway"?
Why do you suppose people in Boston wanted to tarbremember her?
WhowasRose Kennedy?

Give students a chance to give any facts they kwowhink they know about her.

What are the dates on the box? What do they mean?

Can anyone tell us how long she lived? [Over 1€8rsj

Do you know a word that means “one hundred yeargZ@ntury]

What do you think it would be like to live throumkwvhole century? Eet’s find out!

B. Presenting the Timeline
Student helpers will be needed to hold the papériasinrolled, and tape it at intervals.

Unroll the timeline, starting from the present gymihg back just a few years. Pointing to
this part of the timeline, ask students questiontseip them identify important dates in
their own lives.

Suggested guestions and comments:
Who was your teacher then?
Can you remember a trip you took that year?
Who moved from another town during this time?
In which year did you enter our school?
Who remembers when they had a younger sister ohérdeing born?
Raise your hand as soon as you see the year whewgt@ born.

Go further back through the 1990s, indicating threetwhen Rose Kennedy was alive.
Does anyone know who was President then?
What year do you thinkwas in elementary school?
Raise your hand when we get to the time your paneste born.

3) Unroll the timeline to the year Rose was born
Move a bit more quickly through the decades andfsgadents can come up with at least

one important event or person in history for thé6d€ 1940s, etc. and you can verbally add a
few of your own until you reach 1890 where the fimebegins.



C. Putting Rose’s Life into Historical Context

Have historical event notecards prepared aheadef with the event written on one side and
the year it happened on the reverse. Here are possilities:

First successful powered airplane flight (1903)
Model "T" Ford produced (1908)

World War | (1914-18)

American women receive right to vote (1920)
First feature-length “talking”’movie (1927)

Great Depression begins (1929)

World War 11 (1939-45)

Russians launch first space satellite (1957)
President Kennedy is elected (1960)

Martin Luther King's “| Have a Dream” speech (1963)
US astronauts land on the moon (1969)

IBM produces its first personal computer (1981)
Launch of the World Wide Web (1992)

1) Introduce the activity

2)

Can you imagine what it must have been like tothveugh all these decades, with all the
changes that took place? (Rose was older than yemaw before the first airplane made
it off the ground, and she got to see people lanthe moon!)

What else happened during Rose’s lifetirhe®s look at some big events that took place
when she was alive and we’ll take turns puttingrttoa the timeline.

Place history facts along the timeline
Pick a card, read the description aloud, and aslesits if they can identify the decade in

which the event took place. Have the student véspaonds check the date on the card
and then place it on the timeline. Repeat this@ss for several rounds.

Suggested questions

How old would Rose have been when [a particulangveok place?

What events do you think made a big differenceoseR life?

What is her connection to John F. Kennedy?

What would it have been like for her to see heredented president of the U.S.?

Extended activity

Divide the class into research teams to find meents for each decade from the
1890s through first half of the 1990s.

Use reference books in the library or the intetoethoose three more historical facts
per decade to add to the timeline. [Web sites ssghww.infoplease.conhave year-
by-year and decade-by-decade chronologies.]




3) Brainstorm questions about Rose’s life

Ask students what else they would like to know al®ese Kennedy and record their
guestions on a large sheet of paper.

Once the list has been extended, ask what kinérsiop might investigate questions like
these.

That's right. Someone who'’s researching and wgitnbiography. And biographers are
like detectives. They need to examine evidencet #ogiu subject’s life. And it helps if
they can investigate some of that person’s belgwyinsuch as diaries, photo albums,
letters, school records and other personal materi8liographers and historians often
refer to such things as “primary sources” and theyalways on the lookout for them
because of the clues they hold. Now what do yoik tkiinside that mystery box?

Activity # 2 - Biography Detectives Examine the Bence

Summary
Students learn about the contents of the MystepytBomugh a letter from the Kennedy
Presidential Library and Museum. They work in drgadups to examine documents and
photographs. Groups share findings and post irdtion on the timeline.

Key concepts
Rose Kennedy saved many documents that are novaképe Kennedy Library.
Documents and photographs which are called “prirsanrces” provide information
about a person'’s life.
Use a three-step process to examine historicakaget identify what type of item you
have, record your observations, and write down tjues about it.

Materials needed
Mystery Box with five folders/envelopes of sourcaterial
“Letter to Student Biographers (p.13),” placed desmystery box

Student worksheet, “Examining the Evidence (p.1dyé copy for each source (24
total)

Large index cards
Procedure
A. Open the Mystery Box

Untie the string around the mysterious box and edadd the “Letter to Student
Biographers™:

Dear Historian or Biographer,

We understand that you are investigating the lifeRose Fitzgerald
Kennedy. As you may know, Mrs. Kennedy lived a loery time (104 years)!
Throughout that time she saved important familytpb@nd documents and did
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not like to throw things away. The enclosed docushare among the things she
collected and you may find them of some use in yestigation.

She wouldn’t mind at all to know that you were gothrough them. In
fact she and her family decided to donate her pa@erd open them to the
public. We keep them safe and secure at the JohiKkeRnedy Presidential
Library and Museum. These copies are only a snaaide of what we have in
our archives. If you went into an area we call “tsiacks,” you would find over
185,000 items. (And that doesn’t even include giragzhs and film.)

Perhaps you'll come to do research here one datooiisit our museum.
You'd be most welcome. In the meantime, good tetkctives!

Yours most sincerely,

John F. Kennedy Presidential
Library and Museum Staff

B. Model how to examine source materials

Before handing out items to students, it's helpdunodel how to go about examining
primary source materials, using one of the pictares one of the written documents. A
simple approach involves a three-step process:

First, ask students to identify whgpeof source they're looking at [e.qg.

photograph, newspaper article, journal entry, etc.]

Second, record observations, information and imiezs.

Third, write down any questions raised.

Example #1:

Take out the picture of Rose and Joseph Kenne@iygtand.
What is it that we're looking at, what kind of iterves, it's
a photograph.Let’s see what we can learn from it.
Describe what you see. What details do you notice?
[There’s a man and a woman, and they're dressed@he.
woman might be Rose Kennedy and she looks likesshe’
wearing a crown.]

And who do you think the man in the picture is?
About how old do they appear to be? Your parergs?a
Older? Younger?

And what sort of occasion could it have been thayt
would have worn such fancy clothes?

What questions do you have about the picture?



Example #2

Take out the news article about Rose’s weddinggand
through a similar process.
What type of source is thi§& newspaper article]
What does it show?
Are these the same two people in the first picture?
How is it different from the first picture?
Choose a student to come up and read aloud a few
sentences from the article. Record more informeeioh
observations.
What are some basic kinds of information that a
newspaper providesPYou can find the date that
something took place. You can learn the names of
people.]
Where was Rose’s wedding? What was her husband’s
name? What was his background? What does it tell
about her and her life up to this point?
What questions do you have about the newspaper
article?

C. Investigative teamwork

Next, divide class into groups and establish agutace for the investigation. Assign
roles within each group.

Suggested roles
handler (picks out one thing at a time for the group torexee)
recorder (takes notes and fills in an information sheetuleach item)
reader (reads aloud any written information)
reporter (shares findings with whole class)

Hand each group copies of “Examining the Evidergident Worksheet (p.14) to
complete for each document or photograph.

Hand out a folder/envelope of source material tthegoup. Give groups at least 30
to 45 minutes to examine their evidence and coraplet worksheets.

When time is nearly up, ask each group to decidetwitem was of greatest interest
and/or gave the most information about Rose.

D. Share findings

First ask what kinds of items each group had iir t@lection of evidence. [A
photo, a letter, etc.] Let each reporter shardifigs. Write their responses on
large sheet (under heading, “Kinds of Evidence”).



Ask each reporter in turn to identify the item thgrioup chose as most
interesting/useful, and to read aloud the relatéarmation and observations.
Record responses on a separate sheet or the board.

Invite a group member to bring the selected itemand attach them with tape to
the timeline under the (approximate) dates.

Ask what information they discovered from the otpirces of evidence they
examined. Extend the list of observations.

Ask each group if they’ve noticed any connectiotwieen the items in their
packet of evidence.

Explain that groups will have another chance tdlabtheir materials and
findings. Ask them to pick out three facts thagytlthink are the most important or
most interesting.

Hand out large index cards to each group so theyw#e each fact they chose on
a separate card. Then have them attach their éaidsd¢o the appropriate part of
the timeline.

E. Relate the personal to the historical
Have students look at the events from history tiwy first put on the timeline and ask if
they can see connections between some of thosevamdls in Rose and her family’s lives.

Example:
When women in America were finally able to vot&980, what difference do you think it
made for Rose? And what impact did World War lleham the Kennedys?

Extended questions

Go back to the original list of questions from Autly #1.
Which questions on this list have been answered?
What new questions do you have now?

Part 3 - Interpreting the Evidence: Who was Roseritedy?

Summary
Students read a biography about Rose Kennedy anpare it to their findings. They
write their own response to the question, “Who Rase Kennedy?”
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Key concepts

A.

Biographers are storytellers; they interpret infation and make decisions about what
to tell about their subject’s lives, and how td tel
When you write a biography, you have to decide vilfarmation is important to tell.

Introduction

A biographer is more than a detective, a biograpkealso a storyteller. Different
biographers looking at the same evidence may ing¢ipdifferently. Each one can tell
about their subject’s life in their own way. Butén be helpful to first read what others
have already said. Here’s one version of Rose Kayiadiography.

B. Read what other biographers have written

Read aloud, or have students take turns readingl atbe brief biography on page 15.
It is based on an obituary that appeared irBibgton Globehe day after Rose
Kennedy's death. You may need to define unfamiliards as you read.

Ask students what new information or insights #mscle gave them about Rose
Kennedy and record responses on chart paper totrel.

If possible, have students go to the library and inother biography of Rose
Kennedy to read on their own. They can also fifleeobiographical information on
the internet. (See bibliography and web sites a@e[#b.)

C. Students write their own responses

Ask students, “Who was Rose Kennedy?” and telftlit is their turn to write about
her life. And what do they think that visitorsttee new Greenway should know about
her life and legacy?

In their biographical writing assignment, you migicourage students to:

o include illustrations. They might want to drawtpies based on some
of the photographs.

0 incorporate the documents in some way — quotingvéspaper article,
for example, or words that Rose had written indiary. Remind them
about using quotation marks to indicate when tleeysing someone
else’s actual words.

D. Concluding activities

Share students’ writing:

assemble passages from each student’s writingeieer “Who was Rose
Kennedy?” class book

present a choral reading at a school assembly marents

enhance the timeline; students can add captioredl@swhat they have written
and display their illustrations

11



Letter to Student Biographers

Dear Historian or Biographer,

We understand that you are investigating the lifeRmse Fitzgerald
Kennedy. As you may know, Mrs. Kennedy lived a loery time (104 years)!
Throughout that time she saved important familytpd@nd documents and did
not like to throw things away. The enclosed docushare among the things she
collected and you may find them of some use in yestigation.

She wouldn’t mind at all to know that you were gothrough them. In
fact she and her family decided to donate her pa@erd open them to the
public. We keep them safe and secure at the JohikeRnedy Presidential
Library and Museum. These copies are only a snaatide of what we have
here in our archives. If you went into an area vedl &the stacks,” you would
find over 185,000 items. (And that doesn’t evetlude photographs and film.)

Perhaps you'll come to do research here one datooiisit our museum.
You'd be most welcome. In the meantime, good tetkctives!

Yours most sincerely,

John F. Kennedy Presidential
Library and Museum Staff
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Examining the Evidence Group

1. Describe your evidence

What is it? (a journal entry, photograph, etc.)

2. Look at your evidence very carefully. Recordiiyobservations and ideas.

What do you notice?

Record any names or dates that you find.

Describe any other details you think are important.

What does the evidence tell you about Rose Kennedy?

3. Ask questions.

What is missing?

What is confusing?

What other information would you like to have abgutir source?

13



Biography of Rose Fitzgerald Kennedy

Rose Elizabeth Fitzgerald was born in Boston’s N&md on July 22, 1890, the eldest child
of John F. (“Honey Fitz") and Mary Josephine Fitzje.

She was first introduced to politics as a child.aNlshe was 5, her father was a congressman.
By the time she turned 15, Honey Fitz was one efntlost popular and colorful mayors

Boston had ever known. He once took Rose and &&r fAdgnes to visit President William
McKinley in the White House, and the presidentra point said to Agnes, "You're the
prettiest girl who has entered the house." Rosarked later, "I knew right then that | would
have to work hard to do something about myselfér graduation from Dorchester High
School in June 1906 was front-page news in theddoséwspapers as Mayor Fitzgerald
proudly gave his daughter her diploma.

Rose had been accepted at Wellesley College dhangunior year in high school, but her
father enrolled her instead at the Convent of e &l Heart in Boston. At the age of 90, in
an interview, Mrs. Kennedy said her "greatest reigraot having gone to Wellesley College.
It is something | have felt a little sad aboutrall life." However, she eventually grew fond of
the convent school, and she said the religiousitrgishe received there became the
foundation for her life.

In her teens, Rose became acquainted with JosdfdnRedy at Old Orchard Beach in Maine
where their families were vacationing together.@m. 7, 1914, they were married in a
modest ceremony in a small chapel at the residehCardinal O'Connell, who officiated.

The couple's first home was a three-story graydingl at 83 Beals Street in Brookline, now a
national historic site.

At the time of their marriage, Joseph Kennedy wagking $10,000 a year as a businessman.
When the family left Brookline and moved to RivdedaN.Y., about 10 years later, he had
become a multimillionaire.

In their first 18 years of marriage, the couple hate children. Joseph Jr. was born in 1915,
John in 1917, Rosemary in 1918, Kathleen in 192@id¢e in 1921, Patricia in 1924, Robert
in 1925, Jean in 1928 and Edward in 1932.

Mrs. Kennedy was considered by many to be a maalelnp. "Children,"” she said, "should be
stimulated by their parents to see, touch, knowleustand and appreciate.” Mrs. Kennedy
often retold stories from history books to her direh -- about Bunker Hill, the Battle of
Concord, and Plymouth Rock -- then took them omngstto see those sites. She also told
them stories from the Bible. "I always told theldhen that if they were given faith when they
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were young, they should try to nurture it and gugridecause it's really a gift that older
people value so much when sorrow comes," she aide s

One of Mrs. Kennedy's main problems was keeping tebher large family. She kept careful
records of all her children on index cards, and &aéxtensive filing system that she said
helped her remember each one's physical condiliogy listed weights, shoe sizes, dental
treatments, eye examinations and illnesses eatth fcdml.

As Mrs. Kennedy's younger sons grew older, theyabeg look toward the political scene,
and she did little to discourage them. She hadhéshfrom her father how to be at ease in
public and how to conduct political campaigns,Iskshe used in her sons' numerous battles.
When her son John ran in 1946 for the MassachukktiisCongressional District seat, Rose
was the first to spur him on. “She was the gregiekive had in 1946,” said Dave Powers, a
longtime family friend.

After John's victory in that election, his next bigttle was for the US Senate. During his
1952 campaign to unseat Henry Cabot Lodge, Rosednwas the hostess at many
"Kennedy teas" sponsored by the Democratic Parhe success of the teas in attracting large
numbers of women voters may have contributed tankkdy's defeat of Lodge.

In her son’s 1960 presidential campaign, Mrs. Kelyreggain did her utmost. "For six

weeks," Powers said, "every night I'd pick her nd we'd go to meetings. Maybe the first
place would be an abandoned North End garage,eid gut on a babushka [head scarf] and
talk to the women about children. And the next stoght be West Roxbury, so in the car
she'd change her shoes and maybe put on a mindt jabk said.

Eight years later she returned to the campaighitraupport of another son when Robert F.
Kennedy made his ill-fated quest for the presidanci968.

Mrs. Kennedy rarely talked publicly about her pedagrief. But once she remarked to a
friend: "Wasn't there a book about MichelangeldechiThe Agony and the Ecstasy'? That's
what my life has been."

During World War Il, her eldest son, Joseph JNaay pilot, was killed in action on Aug. 12,
1944, when the plane he was flying on a missionoslqal over the English Channel. Her
second-oldest daughter, Kathleen, wife of the MarqéiHartington, who was also killed
during World War Il, died May 13, 1948, in a platrash in France. Her second son, John,
was assassinated in Dallas on Nov. 22, 1963, kessthree years into his term as president.
At the funeral in Washington, she turned to EthagoEmperor Haile Selassie and said: "It's
wrong for parents to bury their children. It shobklthe other way around.”

Her third son, Robert, who was US Attorney Generaler his brother and later a senator
from New York, was assassinated in Los Angelesune b, 1968 while campaigning for
president. Her eldest daughter, Rosemary, spentahbger adult life in a home for
intellectually disabled people. Mrs. Kennedy's farsbsuffered a stroke in 1961, and it left
him an invalid until his death eight years later.

"Willpower, just willpower and doing what's necessis what keeps me going," Mrs.
Kennedy once said. And despite all the tragediedigld to see, she wrote in her 1974
autobiography: "There have been times when | feta$ one of the most fortunate people in
the world, almost as if Providence, or Fate, ortibgsas you like, had chosen me for special
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favors."

When asked what were the greatest thrills of liey éine of the first Mrs. Kennedy mentioned
was being at her son John's inauguration in Jaril#6¥ as President Eisenhower's successor.
But she recalled other highlights few people migimember. In the late 1930s, her husband
was named US ambassador to Britain. While livingregas, the Kennedy family was invited
to attend the coronation of Pius XIl in March 1938ey enjoyed a private audience with the
new Pope. In 1951, she had the rare title of papahtess conferred on her by the Vatican in
recognition of her "exemplary motherhood and mamritable works." She was only the

sixth woman from the United States to have the b#stowed upon her by the Roman
Catholic Church.

Aside from the most important aspects of Rose Kdyisdife -- family, religion and politics -

- she was also interested and active in many atfe&s. Much of her time in later years was
devoted to securing public support for the campé#agenlighten the public about mental
retardation and its causes. The Joseph P. KenmeBguhdation has donated millions of
dollars since 1946 to hospitals, institutions, dagl-care and research centers throughout the
United States. In 1957, daughter Eunice Kennediv&htook over direction of the
Foundation and was later awarded the PresidengaaVof Freedom by President Reagan for
her work on behalf of people with intellectual dig&ies, including founding of the Special
Olympics.

In 1974, Mrs. Kennedy’s youngest daughter, Jeamieéyn Smith, founded Very Special
Arts, an international organization that providepartunities in the creative arts for those
with disabilities. (Jean Smith would also servéJ&Ambassador to Ireland in the Clinton
Administration.)

Mrs. Kennedy spoke several languages fluently aaslan accomplished pianist. Petite and
slim, she dressed stylishly. During the '30s she maamed the best-dressed woman in public
life by a poll of fashion designers.

For relaxation, she played golf or swam off thedbeat the family compound on Cape Cod.
She could often be seen, well past her middle-agesy carrying her own clubs on the
difficult Hyannisport Country Club golf course, glag nine holes against the biting gusts of
sea air. During the 1970s, Mrs. Kennedy loved ttkwdlage streets alone, unrecognized by
most passersby. After suffering a stroke in 1984, rseeded to use a wheelchair.

Perhaps the most fitting tributes to Mrs. Kennetifeésare those given by her children and
grandchildren. In 1987, celebrating his grandmash@rth birthday, Rep. Joseph Kennedy
Il spoke of her as "the magnet that always pulledfais together as a family, ever since |
was a little boy. We could look to her when thimgere going very well, and she'd give us a
smile and encouragement. When things were not gsongell, we'd get the same thing.
Grandma's so strong and just a tremendous ingpiragiall of us."

Rose Fitzgerald Kennedy died in her Hyannis Pomiénon Jan. 22, 1995. She was 104.

Note: This biography was adapted from an obitirmafjhe Boston Globe
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Background Information on Source Material

These notes include references and historical gbtaenelp you guide students as they
examine and analyze the historical evidence. Timelers listed correspond to the numbers
on each document or photograph. (Kennedy Presadéiibrary archival identification
numbers are also given for each of the photographise material is organized by topic, as
described in the lesson plan.

Note: The Kennedy children had nicknames (Joeodtddseph Jr., Jack or JFK for John,
Bobby for Robert, Teddy for Edward). These nantesaéso used in this text.

A. Growing Up

Journal entry about meeting President McKinley n 1896 (recorded in 1972)
When John Fitzgerald, Rose’s father, was a U.Sg€msman, he brought his
daughters to the White House to meet the presidéftéer three terms in Congress,
John Francis Fitzgerald, known as “Honey Fitz,”d®ae mayor of Boston in 1906.
From an early age, Rose accompanied her fathes imdvels and participated
extensively in public life. This was one of thoudarmf journal entries that Rose wrote
during her life. Rose edited typed versions ofjbarnals in her own handwriting.

Photograph of Rose, Agnes and Thomas Fitzgerald: 1898
Rose was the oldest child in her family. In thi®fograph she was eight years old, her
sister Agnes was six, and her brother Thomas Weset The children are dressed in
stylish clothing appropriate for that time; Thonaggears to be wearing what we might
consider girls’ clothing by today’s standardswo siblings, John Francis, Jr. and
Eunice, were born after the family moved to Con¢dtdssachusetts in 1897, and
Rose’s youngest brother, Fred, was born afterahely moved to Dorchester.
(KFC2113P)

Dorchester High School Commencement Prograndune 23,1906
Graduating second in her class and with honorse R@s the youngest person to
receive a diploma from Dorchester High School. faéner, who was then mayor of
Boston, awarded the diplomas. He thrilled the encke when he announced, “Rose
Elizabeth Fitzgerald.” Front-page headlines inBloston Posannounced the news of
Rose’s achievement. The document has terms ahddsahat may be unfamiliar to
students. “Order of Exercises” refers to therigtof events of the graduation
ceremony. “Fifty-fourth Annual Exhibition” meatisat it is the 5% graduation
ceremony at the school. The graphic image in tiielia of the page is the seal of the
city of Boston.

Photograph, Old Orchard Beach: 1907
P.J. Kennedy, Rose Fitzgerald, John Francis Figddé€second, third, fourth from left),
and Joseph P. Kennedy (second from right) at Otth&d Beach in Maine. The
Fitzgeralds and Kennedys vacationed at this realmmg with many of Boston’s Irish
Catholic families. Rose first met Joseph, P.J.is &b Old Orchard when they were
small children, and the two fell in love when thegre reintroduced there as teenagers.
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The people in the photograph are wearing bathiitg stithe era which were much
more modest than those of today. (FY-P14)

Photograph, Fitzgerald family portrait: 1907
This photograph shows Rose’s immediate family:ylmemger sisters, Eunice (seated)
and Agnes (standing), her mother, Mary Josephimebla Fitzgerald, her brothers,
Thomas and John F., Jr. (both standing), and RiizsabEeth Fitzgerald. Her youngest
brother, Frederick, is seated in the middle ofgtheto next to her father, John Francis
Fitzgerald. This postcard, complete with stamp postmark, is from “Old Home
Week,” a city-wide celebration hosted by Mayor gérmald. (KFC2112P)

B. Wife and Mother

Newspaper article: October 7, 1914
The article is one of several newspaper clippihgs Rose kept in her “Wedding Log”
scrapbook to document her marriage to Joseph Fhd€isnon October 7, 1914. The
article profiles the couple and includes detailsuitihe small wedding ceremony held
in a private chapel in the home of the archbishidpaston. The marriage came after a
long and somewhat secretive courtship. When Rosiebfecame interested in Joseph
Kennedy, her father was reluctant to accept hilmeaseau. She and Joe would arrange
“accidental” meetings at dances, concerts, parllsofimer venues. Several years later,
with a Harvard degree and a financially securetfmrsas president of a Boston bank,
Joe earned Honey Fitz’s approval. After their oneon, the couple settled into a
three-story house at 83 Beals Street in Brookhh@ssachusetts. This first Kennedy
home, the birthplace of the 3®resident, is now open to the public as the John F
Kennedy National Historic Site and contains originanishings and artifacts.

Journal entries: January, 1923
Rose found some of her early journals in the “rangpattic” of her Hyannis Port home.
The entries of this typed version contain reveatietpils about her busy life as a
mother of five young children. The first entry wastten in Poland Springs, Maine,
where the family often took winter vacations. As$edrawn sleigh would pick them
up at the train station to take them to their hdiells jingling along the way. Eddie
Moore, referred to in the first entry, worked footy Fitz and then for Joseph P.
Kennedy as a trusted assistant. The Moores weyeciase friends of the family.
(Edward Moore Kennedy was named after him.) Réseraentions the Ace of Clubs
dance, the annual benefit sponsored by the cluliosimeled for young women
interested in discussing history and current eveRtshion was important to Rose
throughout her life: she notes the “Hickson drasbkich was one of the first dresses she
had made by a designer. She described it as “weklhensive.”

Family Christmas card: 1927
At the time this card was created, the Kennedy lfalivied in Riverdale, New York,
having moved from Brookline, Massachusetts in 19PBe card shows the growing
Kennedy family, now comprised of seven childrerd arbeloved dog, Buddy. Two
more children had yet to be born: Jean, in 1928, Taed, in 1932. Along with her sense
of fun, as shown in the card’s creative illustrafiRose kept her large family well-
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organized and believed that having high expectatadrihe older children would
encourage them to be role models for their yousdsings. (FY G34-1927)

Photograph of family at Hyannis Port 1931
From left to right: Robert, John, Eunice, Jeaseph, Rose, Patricia, Kathleen, Joe Jr.,
Rosemary, and the dog, Buddy. One child is missmm the photograph; Edward
(Teddy) was born in 1932. The family spent sumnagtkeir home in Hyannis Port on
Cape Cod where they enjoyed swimming, sailing,iseand football. Rose encouraged
her children to be active and to have fun, but thegded to follow rules, too. She
would raise a flag to signal that it was time toneohome from sailing and swimming
adventures. The Kennedy family continues to spewaton time in Hyannis Port.
Rose is wearing a cloche hat. Usually made of iteltas a popular style of the time.
(KFC2114P or PC8)

Letter to Mrs. St. John, at the Choate School (Rages):c.1932
One of hundreds of letters the Kennedy family wtotéhe Choate School, a private
college preparatory boarding school in Connectistiere Jack (JFK) and his older
brother Joe, Jr. attended high school. This léttéine wife of the headmaster shows
Rose’s deep concern about Jack’s health and heedesthe staff to monitor his diet.
Rose discusses weight in many of her letters tahiuren, but in Jack’s case, it was
for good reason. JFK battled various ilinessehtge life and struggled to maintain
his weight. Rose kept file cards on her nine ¢bibg diligently recording their ilinesses
and physical condition. The weights recorded alditer correspond to the figures on
Rose’s file cards. The “Tuck Shop” still existseasnack bar at the school, which is
now coeducational and known as Choate Rosemary Rédlars after sending the
letters, Rose requested copies of them from theateh®chool. She would then
underline sections to use in her memoirs and atiniging.

Here is a transcription of the letter:
(added comment at top: Jack and Joe came in fettarday)
Dear Mrs. St. John,

| understand from Jack’s letter that he is muchebetnd he also said
something about eating in the Tuck Shop in ordeyetd'built up.” | was a

bit worried at that suggestion because the “TuadpShisually means sweets
to me, and Jack has no discretion, in fact he basmeaten enough
vegetables to satisfy me. | do not want to bogtoer but will someone please
investigate this matter a little? Mr. Kennedy vpitbbably be up next week,
but | have not been well enough to visit Jack add-het want him to go
along the right track.

Again let me thank you.

Sincerely yours,
Rose F. Kennedy

Mrs. Joseph P. Kennedy
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How is his weight? My records show 114 %2 in Sed5 in January (after
supper)

C. England

Photograph of Ambassador Kennedy and Rose at dxassy residence: 1938
This photograph was published in the December 38 1€sue offhe Sketch Joseph
Kennedy had been appointed Ambassador to GreaiiBhi President Franklin
Roosevelt. With Rose in a floor-length gown and itoa well-fitted tuxedo, the
Ambassador and his wife seem comfortable in tleemal wear and excited to attend
one of many social gatherings with politicians ameimbers of the royal family.
(KFC2321P)

“Royal Hostess and her Guest”, newspaper cliglarch 18, 1938
Rose carefully documented her new life in Englanbar “Letts Quikref Diary,” a
bound scrapbook full of newspaper clippings, Isttpostcards, menus and tickets. This
newspaper clipping, pasted onto the “March 18” pafgeer diary, publicized her
meeting with Queen Elizabeth at Buckingham Palpst a few days after she arrived
in London. In her memoir, Rose fondly remembe&t the Queen (mother of the
current Queen) “had such a happy, natural smilefraeaidly manner that | felt at ease
at once.”

Draft of letter to the Queen of England (2 paggsApril, 1938
With her handwritten edits, this draft letter exgses Rose’s appreciation to the Queen
for the weekend she and Joe spent with the royalyat Windsor Castle. In her
memoir, she described the visit as “one of the rfadmilous, fascinating, experiences of
my life.” Being at the castle and enjoying formaaséts, it was a fairytale-like visit. On a
more sober note, it was there that Joseph Kennadyis first extended conversation
with England’s Prime Minister, Neville Chamberla@onfronted with threatening
dictatorships in Germany and Italy, Kennedy andrilerlain were in agreement.
They both hoped to avoid war at all cost. Theylleetommon belief in “appeasement,”
trying to arrange peaceful solutions to Hitlersldviussolini’'s demands and claims.

“With the Kennedy Family in London Town” (2 pages). 1938
This newspaper clipping shows London’s enthusiasntihfe large, spirited, and
attractive Kennedy family. The description of Rasé#attering: “Mrs. Kennedy might
be mistaken for one of her daughters. She is ydoogs even younger, is slimmer
than most of the girls, hasn’t a gray hair, preferming up and down stairs to taking
the iron-gated life, and is said to have the prsttand best-dressed feet at Ascot.” The
large Kennedy family lived in the embassy, a sorystesidence with over twenty
bedrooms. There was an elevator that fascinatétpBand Teddy; they spent hours
making it go up and down. As in Brookline and Rdade, Rose had help at the
embassy managing her large family: a butler, cexfretaries, cleaners, “nursemaids”
and a governess. The article describes the bgstttivity of the large Kennedy family:

20



“the house echoes with phonograph records....theg tfair own dances, their own
movies, and at Christmas reunions their familysgiiione add up to 110!”

Photograph of the Kennedy family in London: 1939
All eleven Kennedys are pictured in this photograpdde at the U.S. Embassy
residence in London in 1939 by Dorothy Wilding,aed portraitist and society
photographer. (Left to right) Eunice, John, Rosgmaean, Joseph, Edward, Rose,
Joseph Jr., Patricia, Robert, and Kathleen. (MUSRMNILDING)

D. Campaigns and the White House

@ Photograph, John F. Kennedy’s campaign for Senat 1952
After serving three terms in the U.S. House of Repntatives, John F. Kennedy

decided to run for the U.S. Senate, representingsitehusetts. As in his congressional
campaigns, his family played a significant rolet tiis “tea” during the 1952 campaign,

Rose is the featured speaker. John, Eunice amdiRatre also pictured, appearing to
appreciate their mother’s charm and confidencenniédy family members helped

organize the teas, a grass-roots strategy plamnaitract women. The first tea, held in

Worcester, Massachusetts, was an overwhelming ssict@®00 guests were expected

but 5,000 attended. Journalists claimed that Rekeetd draw the large audiences; her

fame, excellent speaking skills, wisdom from maiignine children, and sense of
fashion appealed to female voters. (KFC1171)

@ Photograph, televised tea party: 1952

The photograph shows the Kennedy family in actionrdg a televised campaign “tea”,
aired at a time when Americans were just begintongwn television sets. Patricia and

Rose enjoy tea as JFK and Jean watch Eunice dibplajohn F. Kennedy skirt.

Instead of a poodle, a popular fashion trend dftih@e, this skirt features a donkey, the

symbol of the Democratic party. (PC518)

Photograph, the Democratic National ConventionJuly, 1960
Patricia Kennedy and JFK look on as Rose speake ddemocratic National

Convention in Los Angeles, where JFK was nominagedandidate for president of the

United States. At age seventy, Rose played aneadile in her son’s presidential
campaign, making 46 appearances in 14 states. d&ssavorked on later campaigns
for Robert and Edward Kennedy. (KFC290P)

D4 Journal entries: June and October, 1960
These journal entries were written during the sumamel fall of John F. Kennedy’s

presidential campaign. With descriptions of hen@mampaign experiences, they reveal

Rose’s personal involvement in the race. In theoer 7 entry, Rose spends her"46

wedding anniversary on the campaign trail and dpam her husband. She anticipates

that evening’s presidential debate, the secondufrineetings between her son and
Richard M. Nixon. These four sessions were thst felevised presidential debates.
Many historians attribute Kennedy’s narrow win te successful use of television,
which was relatively new to many American housebold
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@ Journal entry, Impressions as the mother of th@resident: 1971
In her 1971 journal, Rose reflects on what it viles o be mother of the 85president
of the United States. She expresses her gratitwdesr unique life experiences: as the
daughter of a mayor, wife of an ambassador, matheine, and for “being the mother
of the youngest elected president and the firsh@@t” The entry includes specific
references to the White House and details abousJi& there. Rose made several
visits to the White House during JFK’s time in offi She enjoyed staying in the
Lincoln Room where she could see the Washingtonuvtant and also have a view of
the garden where her grandchildren Caroline are laghn Jr. would play. In the
absence of First Lady Jacqueline Kennedy, Rosel astdostess at state dinners to
President Arosmena of Ecuador and Emperor HailasSe of Ethiopia.

E. Legacy

Photograph of ground-breaking ceremony:May 1, 1966
Rose Kennedy and Robert Kennedy attended the groreaking ceremony of the Rose
Fitzgerald Kennedy Center for Research in MentaaRkation and Human
Development at Yeshiva University in New York CiBose was a life-long advocate in
this area and naming the research center aftdrdmared the contributions she made to
the field. Rose had first-hand experience withdreih with special needs. Her oldest
daughter, Rosemary, was developmentally disalding much of Rosemary’s life,
most people, including many health care profess$sosrad educators, had little
understanding of what was then called mental rateox. Rose worked hard to change
this by speaking out publicly about her own expereeas a parent, educating the
public, and providing opportunities to people wdibabilities. Her contributions had an
historic impact on this field and significantly ingwved the lives of many intellectually
disabled people and their families. (Photo cred#shiva University)

Photograph of Rose Kennedy at the Special Olymgs in Maine: May, 1971
Rose receives roses from a young participant irsgpecial Olympics, an internationally
acclaimed sports program for people with intellattisabilities. In 1946, Rose helped
establish the Joseph P. Kennedy, Jr. Foundationedafter her oldest son who was
killed in World War Il. The Foundation was creatededucate the public, sponsor
research, and fund programs for people with intali@ disabilities. With the help of
the Foundation, Eunice Shriver launched the Spé&dahpics in 1968. (PX79-36)

Letter from Sargent Shriver (3 pages): Novembet, 1972
In this letter, written six days before the 1972gudential election, Sargent Shriver,
Eunice Kennedy’s husband, expresses his admirafibis mother-in-law. The
Democratic vice-presidential candidate took timefaam his final days of
campaigning to tell Rose how much she has medmntiand also acknowledge the
care she had given her husband after his strok@6t. At age 83, Rose made a few
campaign appearances to support “Sarge” and pregtleandidate George McGovern.

“Rose Fitzgerald Kennedy Family Appreciation Day (2 pages):July 22, 1990
President George H.W. Bush signed this joint cosgjomal resolution which
proclaimed July 22, 1990, Rose’s f0irthday, “Rose Fitzgerald Kennedy Family
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Appreciation Day.” The resolution pays tributehir serving as a model of
motherhood and citizenship, her encouragement oftadens to serve others, and her
work to improve the lives of people with mental gig/sical disabilities. The Kennedy
family celebrated Rose’s 100th birthday with a wegfestivities in Hyannis Port,
Massachusetts. The proclamation is also signethbynas Foley, Speaker of the
House, and Senator John Glenn, the former astroviaminade an historic space flight

during President Kennedy’s administration when éeame the first American to orbit
the earth.

Documents are from the Rose Fitzgerald Kennedydpaid?apers Collection, courtesy of the
John F. Kennedy Library Foundation.

Photo credits: “John F. Kennedy Presidential Libyaand Museum, Boston” unless
otherwise noted.
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The Rose Fitzgerald Kennedy Greenway

Boston’s new parklandhe Rose Fitzgerald Kennedy Greenway, is named thftematriarch of the
Kennedy family and a prominent Bostonian. The @Gwexy stretches from the North End of
downtown Boston to Chinatown. When the elevatediti@eArtery highway was replaced with an
underground expressway during the Big Dig projew,city found itself rich in prime urban land.
Community and political leaders took the opportyia enhance Boston’s city life by providing more
than 15 acres of new parks and gardens to conoe ef its oldest, most diverse and vibrant
neighborhoods. The creation of the Greenway has bgoint effort of the Massachusetts Turnpike
Authority, the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, tig & Boston and citizens groups. In 2004, the
non-profit Rose Fitzgerald Kennedy Greenway Cores®ay was founded as the official steward of
the Greenway.

Tour for Elementary Students

In an effort to serve school-aged students, thes@mancy has developed a tour to complement the
classroom activity packet, “Who was Rose Kennedy#¢& activities are designed to prepare students
for the Greenway tour, the culminating activitytbé unit. Students will visit parts of the Greegwa
see sites related to Rose Kennedy, and learn &wostion’s history. The program will be available to
students and teachers beginning in the fall of 2008

The tour meets the Massachusetts Social SciencEliataty Curriculum Frameworks for Grade 3:
“Drawing on information from local historic sitdsistorical societies, and museums, third graders
learn about the history of Massachusetts fromithe of the arrival of the Pilgrims. They also lear
the history of their own cities and towns and alfaoious people and events in Massachusetts
history.”

Transportatlon Details
Arrival by subway: Haymarket Station on the Greéeare and Orange Line, see
www.mbta.com
Arrival by bus: School buses may drop off on Scef Artery South Bound just south of
Hanover Street across from the North End Parks.

Tour meeting place

The tour leaves from the corner of Hanover Street
and Surface Artery South marked by the large dot

where the Freedom Trail passes through the North
End Parks (also see #1 on Tour Map, p. 26). The

program lasts roughly 75 minutes.

Materials

Teachers will be able to download all their matsrfar the tour (including tour route with intergixe
language, maps, post-tour activities and some ghapdis for the children to identify). Educatord wi
need to bring for each student 1) a clipboard atih 2) a downloaded copy of the tour map, 3) the
photographs, and 4) the activity sheet. Weatheniping, students will be able to sit and eat e

a snack.

Contact Alexandra Lee, Director of Public Progra6is/-292-0020, alee@rosekennedygreenway.org
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John F. Kennedy Presidential Library and Museum
Columbia Point

Boston, MA 02125

www.jfklibrary.org

(617) 514 — 1600

(866) JFK — 1960

TDD: (617) 514 — 1573

Hours: Seven days per week, 9am — 5pm,

except New Year’'s Day, Thanksgiving, and ChristiDag.
Fee: Free for New England Schools

John F. Kennedy National Historic Site

83 Beals Street

Brookline, MA 02446

(617) 566 — 7937

WWW.NPS.gov/jofi

Open to the public from spring through early fall.

Curriculum-based programs for school groups, dgraknt opportunities for
teachers, and programs for organized groups arablathroughout the year
by reservation.

Call to reserve guided program for elementary sitgle

Hours: 10am - 4:30pm

Fee: Children age 17 and under are free but muat@@mpanied by an adult.

Rose Fitzgerald Kennedy Conservancy

One International Place, %4 loor

Boston, MA 02110

(617) 292 - 0020

www.rosekennedygreenway.org/

Schedule of guided walking tours and events avialab website
Rose Kennedy Tour for elementary students

Fee: Free for students
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