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Senator Kennedy Announces Establishment of

Profile in Courage Award

he creation of an award
honoring political courage in
public officials was recently an-
nounced by Senator Edward M.
Kennedy and members of the
Kennedy family.

The Kennedy Library Founda-
tion held a fundraiser on May 25
1o announce the establishment
of the award. Among the 300
guests attending the black tie
affair were Jacqueline Kennedy
Onassis, Caroline Kennedy, John
E Kennedy, Jr., Eunice Shriver,
Kara Kennedy, and Michael Ken-
nedy. A special performance was
given by violinist Isaac Stern,

The award, to be known as the
“John E. Kennedy Profile in Cour-
age Award,” is being established

to honor President Kennedy and
to promote the quality of politi-

cal courage in the nation’s public
officials,

The award derives its name
from the book written by Presi-
dent Kennedy when he was a
Massachusens Senator, deiling
cxamples of Senators who risked
their careers and the wrath of
constituents by taking principled
stands for unpopular positions,
The book, Prafiles in Courage,
received the Pulitizer Prize for
Biography in 1957,

According o Senator Kennedy,
the award will be presented an-
nually to the public official or
officials, at the federal, state, or
local level, who best exemplify
the quality of political courage.

(from left to right) Caroling Kennedy, Jobn F Kennedy, Jr. and
Jacgueline Kennedy Onassis at May 25 press conference an-
rowncing the Prafile in Courage Award.

“'The energy, the faith, the
devotion which we bring o
this endeavor will light our
country and all who serve
it—and the glow from that
fire can truly light the world."'

Inaugural Address
January 20, 1961

The award, which will be
administered by the Kennedy
Library Foundation, will be ac-
companied by a $40,000 cash
prize. An independent board will
be named by the Foundation to
seck nominations for the award
and select the annual recipient.

In his remarks during the
May 25 fundraiser, Senator Ken-
nedy said that he hoped the new
award would encourage the pub-
lic to value the quality of political
courage more highly, “Too often,”
he said "modern clected officials
are captives of public opinion
polls, They're reluctant to resist
partisan and regional pressures or
offend powerful interest groups,
We need men and women in
elective office willing to speak
out and do what is right for the
country,”

The announcement of the
award was timed to coincide
with President Kennedy's birth-
day, which is May 29. The Ken-
nedy family is attempting o shift
memorial observences honoring
President Kennedy from the date
of his assassination in November
to the date of this birth. ""We want
to remember his life”” Senator Ken-
nedy said, “not relive his death.”
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