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The Many Changes of
Columbia Point

Situatr:.d on a beaurtiful
peninsula in Boston Harbor
known as Columbia Point,
the Kennedy Library is a
spectacular site, Wild rose
bushes, dune grass and
expanses of sea and sky con-
vey a strong feeling of Cape
Cod in a setting only two
miles from downtown Boston.
When the Kennedy Library
opened in October of 1979, it
wias not known that the area
would soon become one of
the most sought after loca-
tions in Boston. The Library
has many prestigious neigh-
bors which had established
Columbia Point as their home
hefore 1979 including the
University of Massachusetts
Harbor Campus, the Boston
Globe, the Bank of Boston,
and Boston College High
School. Since then, the area
has welcomed the Bayside
Exposition Center, where you
can see exhibits ranging from
the New England Flower
Show to the Car Expo; and
The Massachusctts State
Archives, which houses the
Commonwealth Museum.
Perhaps, the most exciting
change currently happening

in the area is the renovation
of the public housing units at
Columbia Point. Designed to
resemble Boston's beautiful
tree-lined Commonwealth
Avenue, the new mixed-
income neighborhood will be
known as Harbor Point, In
addition to the 1,283 new or
renovated apartment units,
Harbor Point will bring land-
scaped parks and retail shops
to the area.

With all the change at
Columbia Point, it is no won-
der that the Massachusetts
Bay Transportation Authority
is rebuilding a station on its
red line service to increase
the area's accessibility. Soon,
all red line trains on both the
Quincy and Ashmont
branches will stop at the
JFK/UMass stop.

Changes are not only
occurring around the
Kennedy Library and
Museum, but within as well.
Later this year, visitors to the
Library will be able to extend
their visit by enjoying a meal
in the new cafe to open in
the pavilion. Overlooking the
Boston Harbor and President
Kennedy's sailboat, the
Victura, the cafe will provide

Museum visitors a place to
reflect on what they have just
seen in the 18,000 square feet
of exhibit space or to take a
break before seeing more.

In addition to being
accessible by car and public
transit, the Library will soon
be accessible via Boston
Harbor. This fall, dredging
will begin for a dock which is
to be constructed off the
Library’s shore. From down-
town Boston, the Library will
be a quick ride across the
Harbor on a small pleasure
boat or on a Harbor tour
boat.

Finally, plans are underway
to build an addition to the
Library. While we are still in
the design phase of this
major project, plans for the
addition include a new multi-
purpose room which would
house changing exhibits and
conference space.

Thus, the Columbia Point
which welcomed the
Kennedy Library in 1979 is a
very different place today. We
are very proud to be a part of
these changes in our neigh-
borhood, and look forward o
playing an active role in this
dynamic community.






