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Library Forum Debate Targets Film Violence

ne of the nation's leading film

critics told a Kennedy Library

forum that three “myths” make
it difficult to understand the real
impact of violence in television and
the movies.

Michael Medved, the author of
Haollywood vs, America and co-host
of Sneak Previews, said the perva-
siveness of these widely held beliefs
made it difficult to form a consensus
about what 1o do about the growing
use of sex and violence in the enter-
tainment industry.

Medved said the entire debate was
colored by the contention that the
media merely reflect life as it is, that
there are massive profits to be made

in depicting violence, and that there
is no scientific proof that violence
on the screen is linked 1o viclence
in real life.

Medved was the main speaker at a
Library forum in October. The pro-
gram was parn of the annual series
of discussions on political, social,
and economic issues that is made
possible by a grant from the Lowell
Institute. His talk was followed by a
discussion, moderated by Peter
Kecugh, film and video editor of the
Boston Phoenix, that included
Wendy Kaminer, the author and crit-
ic, and Dushan Makavejev, a former
film maker and current faculty mem-
ber at Harvard.

Mario Cuomo Addresses Library Audience

early 700 people atended an

address by Mario Coomo at

the Library on November 21.
His appearance was associated with
the publication of his new book,
Reason to Believe, in which
Governor Cuomo asks citizens to
put aside labels and concentrate on
plain truths and answers that work.

Governor of New York for twelve

years, Mario Cuomo has been one of
America’s most eloguent and cre-
ative political leaders for many
vears, Though defeated in his quest
last November for a fourth term, he
remains a major force in the
Democratic Party, through his ability
1o define clearly the problems chal-
lenging America and the progressive
actions he feels we must take to
deal with them.

“We celebraie the past o aweaken
the future.”

John F. Kennedy
Address, August 1960

Medved said that the “tremendous
success” of television advertising
refuted the myth that there was no
relationship between violence on
the screen and violence in real life,
The absurdity of this statement, he
maintains, is shown by the tremen-  FALL
1995

dous success of television advertis-
ing in persuading people to buy

continued on page 4




Foundation Creates JFK Heritage Society

it is the task of each generation
to build a road for the next
Beneralion,

John F. Kennedy

he Foundation has established

the JFK Heritage Society to

honor all those who have
included the Kennedy Libwary in
their wills or as pan of their long
term suppaorn plans

Paul G. Kirk, chairman of the

Foundation Board, said the JFK
Heritage Society will “assure the
permanence of the Libran

Foundation’s mission - (o presemve

and perpetuaie the ideal of excel

lence in politics and public service

fiar suc |--\_--\_||.":;._' generations,”

kark said that members of the soci-
ety include all those who have
informed the Foundation in writing
that they have made a commitment
of suppont in their wills, or through

various means of planned giving

such as trusts and hife-income gifts,
and life insurance. Planned giving.

which can include current support, is
a method of minimizing the impact
of laxes on PETSOmn 5 eslabe, andd F 1
the same time helping the Library o
build a long-term suppon network
Planned gifts may be directed o
fund a specific program or the gen

cral endowment

New Archivist Visits Library

he Kennedy Library recently
received a visit from John W
Carlin. the new Archivist of

the United States, As archivist, for-

mer Kansas Governor Carlin over
sees the Mational Archives and
Records Administration which
includes the Office of Presidential
Libraries. He was appointed 1o the
position in the spring of 1995, and
ook office in June.

During his Senate confimmation

hearings, Governor Carlin said, “The

Libraries play an important role in the

Mational Archives system, bringing

the resources of the Archives outside

of Washington 10 people all around

the country. For example, in 1994 1.9

X S
million people visited the Libraries

Governor Carlin (center) is pictured
with Museum Curator Frank Rigg and

Michael Dosch, Musceum Technician,

looking at selected wems from the

Museum's collection

I'he Foundaton has Peen mads
aware of several commitments and
we encourage olhers who may not
have informed the Library of their
charitable intent to do so in order
1o b acknowledged appropriarely
Members of the society will receive
INVIALIONS 1O Spe ial events, the
Library’s newsletter and a membser-
ship card which provides frec
muscum admission and muscum
store discounts.

For information about beguests,
trusts, the pooled income fund, o
other forms of deferred gifts, please

call Jennifer Carr Rice in the devel-

opment office at H17-436-0080G







