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Caroline Kennedy Honors Recipients of the 
John F. Kennedy New Frontier Awards
“Some people change the world in a classroom, a garden, or a family. Others, like Patrick Murphy,  

serve in the military, enter politics and do it on a larger scale. And a very few people, like Rebecca Onie, 

create a completely new paradigm and help the rest of us see things in a different way.”

~Caroline Kennedy, November 23, 2009

On November 23, 2009 
Caroline Kennedy presented 
the sixth annual John F. 

Kennedy New Frontier Awards to 
U.S. Representative Patrick Murphy 
of Pennsylvania, the first veteran of 
the Iraq War to serve in Congress, and 
Rebecca Onie, co-founder and Chief 
Executive Officer of Project HEALTH, 
a national organization that mobilizes 

college students to provide assistance to 
low-income patients at urban hospitals 
and health centers. The awards were 
presented during a ceremony at the 
John F. Kennedy Jr. Forum at Harvard 
University’s Institute of Politics at the 
John F. Kennedy School of Government.  

The John F. Kennedy New Frontier 
Awards were created by the John F. 
Kennedy Library Foundation and 

Harvard’s Institute of Politics to honor 
Americans under the age of 40 who 
are changing their communities and 
the country with their commitment to 
public service. The awards are presented 
annually to two exceptional individuals 
whose contributions in elective office, 
community service, or advocacy demon-
strate the impact and the value of public 
service in the spirit of John F. Kennedy. 
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Caroline Kennedy with 2009 New Frontier Award recipients  
Congressman Patrick Murphy and Rebecca Onie. 
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IT IS A GREAT HONOR to have 
been chosen to serve as Chief 
Executive Officer of the Kennedy 
Library Foundation. I feel very  
privileged to be joining such a  
prestigious institution.

I stand on the shoulders of those 
whose leadership has helped make 
the Kennedy Library Foundation 
the extraordinary institution that it 
is today. Charles U. Daly and John 
Shattuck each made lasting contri-
butions to preserving the legacy of 
John F. Kennedy and I look forward 
to building on their fine work. 

The Foundation is also privileged 
to have Kenneth R. Feinberg as 
the new Chairman of the Board of 
Directors. Ken, a former staffer for 
Senator Edward M. Kennedy, has 

taken on a multitude of the most 
difficult assignments on behalf 
of our country over the last two 
decades and I am fortunate to have 
his wise counsel and that of all  
our remarkable Board members.

I look forward to supporting  
our able Library Director Tom 
Putnam and his staff by providing 
the Kennedy Presidential Library 
with the financial support, staffing 
and creative resources needed to 
enrich the Library’s many educational 
programs, expand its research and 
archival capacity and enhance its 
museum and exhibits. I am particu-
larly excited about partnering with 
the Library as we find new ways  
and employ new technologies to 
communicate the events, values  
and significance of the Kennedy 
presidency to a new generation  
and worldwide audience. 

Like so many of my generation, 
the presidency of John F. Kennedy 
represented for me a political,  
ideological, and cultural watershed 
in our nation’s history. I was only 
seven years old in 1963, but he 
remains an iconic figure in my life 
and work. However, for my three 
children – members of a new  

generation – the Kennedy presidency 
is little more than another chapter 
in their school history book, albeit 
alongside the great presidencies of 
Washington, Jefferson, Lincoln and 
Roosevelt. 

I believe that the ideals and val-
ues articulated by John F. Kennedy 
should resonate with the children of 
today. Because our mission is to not 
only preserve American history, but 
to make it accessible and engaging 
to new generations of Americans, 
the Library and Foundation can play 
a major role in making sure those 
ideals live on. 

This year marks the fiftieth anni-
versary of a young Massachusetts 
Senator’s quest for a New Frontier. 
I invite you to join us as we seek 
to remind a new generation of 
Americans of the ideals that 
President Kennedy embraced: the 
responsibilities of global citizenship 
and the importance of public service; 
a belief in democracy, civil rights, 
and the pursuit of social justice; and 
the value of civil political debate. By 
bringing forth his words and ideas, 
we hope to ignite the imagination 
of youth, and to challenge them to 
define their own call to greatness. 

WHAT’S INSIDE

A New Generation, A New Frontier
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Having served nearly two decades as Chairman of the 
Board of Directors of the John F. Kennedy Library 
Foundation, Paul G. Kirk, Jr. resigned from his post on 

September 24, 2009 when Governor Deval Patrick appointed him 
interim United States Senator from Massachusetts to fill the seat 
vacated by the death of Senator Edward M. Kennedy. 

“Paul Kirk is the epitome of a citizen-patriot,” said Caroline 
Kennedy, President of the Kennedy Library Foundation, on  
Kirk’s appointment. “He is a wonderful friend, and I am thrilled 
that the citizens of Massachusetts will benefit from the same 
extraordinary leadership that he has brought to the Kennedy 
Library and Foundation.”

As Chairman of the Kennedy Library Foundation, Senator 
Kirk worked tirelessly to support the work and programs of the 
Kennedy Presidential Library and Museum. He fully embraced 
the mission of making the Kennedy Library a living and vibrant 
memorial to President Kennedy and to the ideal that one person 
can make a difference and that every person should try. 

Senator Kirk’s life-long commitment to public service includes 
serving as special assistant to Senator Edward M. Kennedy from 
1969 to 1977, serving as Chairman of the Democratic Party of 
the United States from 1985 to 1989 and as its Treasurer from 
1983 to 1985, serving as Chairman of the National Democratic 
Institute of International Affairs from 1992 to 2001, and serving 
as Co-Chairman of the Commission on Presidential Debates since 
1987. Senator Kirk will continue his involvement at the Kennedy 
Library Foundation by serving on the John F. Kennedy Profile in 
Courage Award Committee.

On November 4, 2009 the Board of Directors of the 
Kennedy Library Foundation voted unanimously to  
elect Kenneth R. Feinberg as its new chairman. 

Feinberg is Founder and Managing Partner of Feinberg Rozen, 
LLP and currently serves as the Obama Administration’s Special 
Master for TARP Executive Compensation, popularly called the 
“Pay Czar,” overseeing the compensation of top executives at 
companies that received federal bailout assistance.

“We are truly honored that Ken Feinberg will be leading 
the John F. Kennedy Library Foundation during this important 
time,” said Caroline Kennedy, President of the Kennedy Library 
Foundation. “There are few people who have answered President 
Kennedy’s call to service more often, and with greater impact than 
Ken. He was a beloved friend and trusted counselor to my uncle, 
and I am so glad to be able to continue this relationship.”

Feinberg was born in Brockton, Massachusetts and earned a 
degree in history from the University of Massachusetts in 1967 
and a law degree from the New York University School of Law in 
1970. He worked for five years as an administrative assistant and 
chief of staff for Senator Edward M. Kennedy and as an Assistant 
United States Attorney. Before founding his own firm — The 
Feinberg Group, LLP — in 1993, he was a founding partner at  
the Washington office of Kaye Scholer LLP.

One of the nation’s leading experts in mediation and alternative 
dispute resolution, Feinberg was appointed by Attorney General 
John Ashcroft to be Special Master of the U.S. Government’s 
September 11th Victim Compensation Fund which distributed 
nearly $7 billion to more than 5,000 victims and families of  
victims of 9/11. Three years later, Feinberg agreed to administrate 
the Hokie Spirit Memorial Fund, set up for the benefit of victims’ 
families in the wake of the 2007 Virginia Tech mass shoot-

ing. In July 2009, Feinberg was appointed by the Obama 
Administration to oversee the compensation of top executives 
at companies which received federal bailout assistance. 

Feinberg is currently Chairman of the Board of the 
RAND Institute of Civil Justice. He is Vice-Chairman of 

the Board of Human Rights First and is a member 
of the Board of the Bazelon Center for Mental 
Health Law. He is also President of the Washington  
National Opera.

Senator Paul G. Kirk, Jr. 
Heeds Call of Public Service

Kenneth R. Feinberg  
Elected Board Chair
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Senator Paul G. Kirk, Jr., Caroline Kennedy, 
and Kenneth R. Feinberg.
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On November 24, 2009, the Board of Directors of the 
John F. Kennedy Library Foundation announced that 
David McKean had been selected as Chief Executive 

Officer of the Kennedy Library Foundation. 
McKean, who most recently served as Staff Director for 

the U.S. Senate Foreign Relations Committee for the 111th 
Congress, was Chief of Staff for Massachusetts Senator  
John Kerry from 1999 to 2008 and a key player in laying  
the groundwork for Senator Kerry’s presidential run in 2004.  
He assumed his position at the Kennedy Library Foundation 
on February 1, 2010.

“David McKean has devoted his entire career to public 
service and he shares my father’s belief that politics is a noble 
profession,” said Caroline Kennedy, President of the John F. 
Kennedy Library Foundation. “As we prepare to mark the 
50th anniversary of President Kennedy’s administration, the 
Library is fortunate to have David McKean to help us engage 
a new generation, and connect President Kennedy’s values and 
aspirations to the challenges of our time.”

“Our loss, is the Kennedy Library’s gain,” said Senator 
John Kerry in remarks honoring McKean on the Senate floor. 
“In some ways, I think something like the Kennedy Library is 
the perfect place for this man who is at heart a scholar and an 
intellectual. But the Kennedy Library is particularly well-suited 
to David because it is a place Jacqueline Kennedy hoped would 

help turn history into advocacy and activism, and I have  
no doubt David’s vision and experience will help to ensure  
that the legacy of President Kennedy endures to inspire  
future generations.”

“The Kennedy presidency continues to have enormous  
relevance and importance for policymakers, scholars and, 
indeed, anyone interested in the American identity,” McKean 
said. “The opportunity to return to Massachusetts and to 
work for an institution that is so central to the economy of 
Boston and to the life of the city also has great appeal for me. 
But what attracts me most of all to the Kennedy Library is 
the opportunity through the example of President Kennedy to 
inspire a new generation of young people to make a difference 
locally, nationally and globally.”

Raised in South Hamilton, MA, McKean, 53, graduated 
from Phillips Exeter Academy, and magna cum laude from 
Harvard College in 1980. He went on to receive a law degree 
from Duke University Law School, and a master’s degree from 
the Fletcher School of Law and Diplomacy.

McKean taught at the Waterford Kamhlaba School in 
Swaziland from 1981-1982. He also served on the Senate 
Committee on Government Affairs, as Special Counsel for the 
Commodity Futures and Trading Commission, and as Chief 
of Staff to Congressman Joseph Kennedy from 1993-1994. He 
currently serves on the Board of Directors of the Foundation 
for the National Archives.

McKean is the author of the highly acclaimed political 
biography Tommy the Cork: Washington’s Ultimate Insider 

from Roosevelt to Reagan, and co-author of Friends in High 

Places: The Rise and Fall of Clark Clifford, and The Great 

Decision: Jefferson, Adams, Marshall, and the Battle for 

the Supreme Court.

McKean is married to Kathleen Kaye, formerly of 
Littleton, Mass. She is a graduate of Boston College and 

received her master’s degree in social work from 
the University of Pennsylvania. They have  
three children.

David McKean Assumes Leadership  
of Kennedy Library Foundation

Kennedy Library Director Tom Putnam 
welcomes new Kennedy Library 
Foundation CEO David McKean.
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The Kennedy Library Foundation has benefited from 
extraordinarily generous charitable contributions 
for a path-breaking project that will provide instant 

access to President Kennedy’s life and work via the internet. 
Individual donors to the Access to a Legacy Web and Digital 

Archive initiative include two longtime Kennedy Library cham-
pions: Richard K. Donahue and Margot C. Connell. Below 
they share why they support this effort to bring President 
Kennedy’s legacy into the digital age.

MARGOT C. CONNELL

Kennedy Library Foundation 
Board Member Margot Connell 
believes it is important for the 
Library to be on the “cutting 
edge of technology” to reach 
young people. She hopes the 
Access to a Legacy initiative 
“will provide the Library with 
the ability to become a leader in 
this field.  People for generations 
to come will have the oppor-
tunity to feel a closeness to the 
Kennedy family and all of their 
accomplishments for this great country.” Connell’s involvement 
began as a shared passion with her late husband, William F. 
Connell. “Personally, being part of this Library is especially 
poignant for me as my husband was such an integral part of 
its development,” she said. Bill Connell served on the Kennedy 
Library Foundation’s Board of Directors until his death in 
2001, helping establish the Kennedy Library’s youth programs. 
A former teacher, Margot Connell shares her late husband’s 
devotion to education. “Bill always believed education should 
be everyone’s first priority,” she said.

RICHARD K. DONAHUE

“Back in 1979, people thought the Library was just a lot 
of books,” said Richard K. Donahue, who was a campaign 
organizer for President Kennedy and served as Staff Assistant 
to President Kennedy from 1961-1963. “The evolution of 
what we are doing [by digitizing the archive] is very excit-
ing.” Donahue credits his professional success to his “big 
break” working in President Kennedy’s administration. 
“The Kennedy Library is important to me because President 
Kennedy’s life was important to me,” he said. The Access to a 

Legacy project “is going to give exposure to all of the things 
President Kennedy did,” he continued. “It will be tremendous 
to read his writings and hear his voice. Students will be able 
to answer their questions themselves.” In addition to the 
Kennedy Library, Donahue and his wife Nancy are active sup-
porters of the Merrimack Repertory Theatre and the Greater 
Lowell Community Foundation. Donahue was the Founding 
Chairman of the Profile in Courage Award and has served on 
the Foundation’s Board since its inception. “I’m just glad I can 
help keep the work moving forward,” he said.  

The Kennedy Library Foundation seeks an additional $2 million 
to fund the staff-intensive work of digitizing the records of 
President Kennedy’s administration. To participate, contact 
Digitization Resource Development Director Dolores Johnson 
at dolores.johnson@jfklfoundation.org or 617-514-1580.

Donors Go Digital with Access to a Legacy Initiative

Margot C. Connell

Nancy L. and  
Richard K. Donahue

ORIGINAL DRAFTS OF PRESIDENT KENNEDY’S Inaugural 
Address are among the papers being scanned for the Kennedy 
Library’s Access to a Legacy Web and Digital Archive project. 
Since the project began in 2006, archivists have scanned and 
processed three collections of President Kennedy’s papers 
including the President’s Office File, the White House 
Chronological Files, and John F. Kennedy’s Personal Papers. 
Digitization efforts continue on a fourth collection of papers, 
the John F. Kennedy Pre-Presidential Papers: 1960 Campaign 
Files, and the White House Photograph collection. To date, 
over 250,000 pages of documents have been digitized as well 
as over 2,500 photographic images.
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The John F. Kennedy Presidential Library and Museum was proud 
to partner with the American Red Cross to host a blood drive on 
February 2, 2010. 

The drive was the first-ever hosted by the Kennedy Library. It brought in  
31 presenting donors, including members of the Kennedy Library staff and the 
community. All presenting donors received a free pass to the Museum at the 
John F. Kennedy Presidential Library.

This past fall, the John F. Kennedy Presidential Library and Museum 
hosted debates between candidates running in two elections, allowing 
voters from the City of Boston and the Commonwealth of Massachusetts 

to hear from the finalists in the race for Mayor of Boston and the Democratic 
candidates running in the state primary for the Massachusetts Senate seat  
vacated by the death of Senator Edward M. Kennedy. 

On October 19, 2009, the two final candidates for Mayor of Boston, incum-
bent Thomas M. Menino and challenger City Councilor Michael F. Flaherty, 
Jr. participated in a debate hosted by the Kennedy Library and sponsored by a 
media consortium of The Boston Globe, New England Cable News (NECN), 
WGBH-TV, and WBUR-FM Radio. 

One week later, on October 26, 2009, the Democratic candidates for the 
Massachusetts Senate faced off at the Kennedy Library in a debate sponsored 
by the Edward M. Kennedy Institute for the United States Senate. Peter Meade, 
CEO of the Edward M. Kennedy Institute, moderated the debate between 
Attorney General Martha Coakley, U.S. Representative Michael Capuano, City 
Year co-founder Alan Khazei, and Boston Celtics co-owner Stephen Pagliuca. 

Library Partners with American Red 
Cross to Host Blood Drive

Debating the Issues
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New U.S. Citizens Take 
Oath at Kennedy Library

MORE THAN 600 INDIVIDUALS 

became new American citizens at  

immigration ceremonies hosted by the 

John F. Kennedy Presidential Library  

and Museum on November 12, 2009, 

January 12, 2010, and March 10, 2010.  

In celebration of their new citizenship, 

the Kennedy Library presented partici-

pants with a commemorative edition  

of the Inaugural Address of President 

John F. Kennedy – America’s first  

Irish-Catholic president – whose own 

great-grandparents immigrated to  

the United States from Ireland. 

Naturalization ceremonies hosted by  

the Kennedy Presidential Library are  

followed by a reception sponsored by 

the Highland Street Foundation and  

the Boston Red Sox Foundation.

A new American citizen stands to take the  
United States Oath of Allegiance during a 
ceremony at the John F. Kennedy Presidential 
Library and Museum. 

Kennedy Library Archives technician Sharon Kelly, who helped organize the drive  
at the Kennedy Library, donates blood herself.
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Built with the private donations of 36 million people 
from throughout the world, the nation’s official  
memorial to President Kennedy was dedicated 30 years 

ago on October 20, 1979 at a ceremony attended by President 
Jimmy Carter and members of President Kennedy’s family. In  
his remarks at the dedication, Senator Edward M. Kennedy 
described the library as “a beacon signaling the message of this 
nation, a lighthouse bearing witness to Jack’s truth that America 
at its best can truly light the world.”  

To help mark this historical anniversary, the Kennedy 
Library hosted a number of special events for the public.

On Saturday, October 17, several hundred visitors took 
advantage of special behind-the-scenes tours of the Library 
held throughout the day. These one-day-only tours included 
visits to the upper floors of the Presidential Library not  
normally open to the public, including: the seventh floor’s 
Mural Room and President’s Room; the Ernest Hemingway 
Room that houses the Ernest Hemingway Collection; and  
the Library’s Research Room. Kennedy Library Director  
Tom Putnam gave a preview of the behind-the-scenes tour to 
WCVB-TV Channel 5’s Chronicle, which aired a day earlier.

The following Sunday, the 
Kennedy Library hosted the 
Library’s visionary architect  
I.M. Pei for a special tribute in 
his honor during which family,  
colleagues and architecture  
critics reflected on his  
extraordinary career.

 

To help cap the 30th anniversary celebration, the Library’s 
Education Department organized a special recording session 
with StoryCorps, the acclaimed oral history project featured 
on National Public Radio. 

During the weeklong celebration of the Library’s October 
20, 1979 dedication, StoryCorps recorded interviews with 
members of the community who have special connections to 
President Kennedy, the Kennedy family, and the Kennedy 
Presidential Library. Among those interviewed were Richard 
Donahue, Staff Assistant to President Kennedy from 1961-
1963, Massachusetts delegate to 1960 Democratic 
Convention, and a campaign organizer for President Kennedy 
in the West Virginia primary; Jack Walsh, U.S. Secret Service 
agent assigned to Mrs. Kennedy and her children; Walter 
Carrington, one of the first seven overseas Peace Corps  
directors, who later served as U.S. Ambassador to Senegal and 
Nigeria; Sarah-Ann Shaw, Boston’s first African American 
television reporter and a civil rights activist who led the 
Boston Northern Student Movement in the late 1950s; Dan 
Fenn, a member of President Kennedy’s White House staff  
and founding director of the JFK Presidential Library and 
Museum; Don Dowd, who coordinated the opening of the 
JFK Presidential Library and Museum; Poppy Salinger, wife  
of Pierre Salinger, Press Secretary to President Kennedy; and 
Don Eyles, who worked on the software for the guidance 
computer for the lunar landing module for the Apollo 11  
mission to the moon.

Copies of these interviews will be archived at the Library  
of Congress and at the Kennedy Presidential Library. 

Kennedy Library Celebrates 30 Years 
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Groundbreaking ceremony for the John F. Kennedy Presidential Library, 
with Caroline Kennedy, Rose Kennedy, Senator Edward M. Kennedy, 
John F. Kennedy Jr., and Jacqueline Kennedy Onassis, June 12, 1977.

Kennedy Library architect 
I.M. Pei speaks at the 
forum held in his honor.

“[The Library] will be a beacon signaling the 

message of this nation, a lighthouse bearing 

witness to Jack’s truth that America at its best 

can truly light the world.” 

– Edward M. Kennedy, October 20, 1979
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One of the New Frontier Awards honors an elected official 
whose work demonstrates the importance of elective service as 
a way to address a public challenge or challenges. This award, 
called the Fenn Award, is presented to a young elected official  
in honor of Dan Fenn, the Kennedy Library’s first director and 
a former member of President Kennedy’s staff. The other New 
Frontier Award honors an individual whose contributions in the 
realm of community service, advocacy or grassroots activism have 
had a positive impact on a broad public policy issue or challenge. 

PATRICK J. MURPHY 
U.S. REPRESENTATIVE, 8TH DISTRICT OF PENNSYLVANIA 
FENN AWARD RECIPIENT

Patrick J. Murphy, 36, became the first Iraq war veteran to  
serve in the U.S. Congress when he was elected to the House  
of Representatives in 2006. Since his election, Murphy has 
become a leader in the debate on Iraq and Afghanistan, and  
on military and veterans policy. In his first month in Congress, 
he introduced legislation calling for the responsible with-
drawal of troops from Iraq in order to refocus on the 
fight in Afghanistan. 

In July 2009, he became the House leader of 
a legislative effort to repeal the 1993 “Don’t 
Ask, Don’t Tell” law, which prohibits gay, 
lesbian, and bisexual individuals from serving 
openly in the U.S. Armed Forces. He is a 
forceful advocate in support of U.S. troops 
and veterans, and serves on the Armed 

Services Committee and the Permanent Select Committee for 
Intelligence.

Before his election to Congress, Murphy was an active duty 
military officer in the U.S. Army. Among other roles, he served as 
a prosecutor, and taught Constitutional law at West Point. After 
September 11, he volunteered to deploy and subsequently served 
tours of duty in Bosnia and Baghdad. While in Baghdad, he 
served as a Captain in the Army’s elite 82nd Airborne Division, 
and was awarded the Bronze Star for Service.

Patrick Murphy grew up in Northeast Philadelphia, the son 
of a Philadelphia police officer and a legal secretary. He holds a 
B.A. from Kings College in Wilkes-Barre, Pennsylvania, and a law 
degree from Widener Law School.

REBECCA ONIE  
CO-FOUNDER AND CEO, PROJECT HEALTH 

At the age of 19, Rebecca Onie founded Project 
HEALTH, a non-profit health agency that seeks to 
break the link between poverty and poor health. 

As a volunteer in a pediatric clinic at Boston 
Medical Center, Onie found that many 

patients returned to the clinic with recur-
ring illnesses stemming from poor living 
conditions, inadequate diets, and other 
consequences of poverty. Onie con-
ceived Project HEALTH to mobilize her 

peers to help break the cycle. Project 
HEALTH volunteers – college stu-
dents who are competitively selected 
and rigorously trained – serve as 
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New Frontier Award Committee 

Bill Purcell (Chairman) 
Director, Institute of Politics; former 
Mayor, Nashville, Tennessee

Ranny Cooper 
President & COO, Weber Shandwick 
Public Affairs, former Chief of Staff  
for Senator Edward M. Kennedy

Dan Fenn 
Former staff member, President John 
F. Kennedy, and former Director of the 
John F. Kennedy Library

Tina Flournoy 
Assistant to the President for Public 
Policy, American Federation of Teachers

Carol Fulp 
Sr. Vice President, Brand 
Communications & Corporate Social 
Responsibility, John Hancock Financial

Vivien Li  
Executive Director, The Boston Harbor 
Association

Kica Matos 
Program Executive for Reconciliation 
and Human Rights, The Atlantic 
Philanthropies and former Executive 
Director of JUNTA; recipient, 2005  
New Frontier Award

Tom McNaught 
Deputy Director, John F. Kennedy  
Library Foundation

Rick Musiol 
Chief of Staff, Massachusetts Senate 
President Therese Murray

Doug Palmer 
Mayor, Trenton, NJ (1990-present)

Jim Ramstad 
Member, U.S. House of Representatives 
(R, MN - 03; 1991-2009)

Barbara Souliotis 
Former State Director,  
Office of Senator Edward M. Kennedy 

New Frontier Award Recipients Honored
continued from P1

New Frontier Award Recipient,  
Pennsylvania Congressman Patrick Murphy.
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patient advocates at hospitals and clinics where patients’ health 
problems are often traced to or exacerbated by inadequate access 
to food, housing and other basic needs.

Today, a corps of nearly 600 student volunteers helps low-income 
patients achieve better health outcomes by filling “prescriptions” for 
housing, food, heating oil, child care, legal advocacy and other social 
resources. As volunteers help patients overcome systemic barriers to 
health, Project HEALTH helps volunteers to develop advocacy and 
leadership skills. Many Project HEALTH volunteers go on to pursue 
careers in health and social policy.

Founded in 1996 while Onie was an undergraduate at Harvard, 
Project HEALTH now operates in six cities and serves more than 
4,000 families with volunteers from 10 colleges and universities.

Rebecca Onie, 32, was recently named a recipient of a 2009 
MacArthur Fellowship. She holds a B.A. from Harvard College and  
a J.D. from Harvard Law School.

At the New Frontier Awards ceremony, Caroline Kennedy  
presented Murphy and Onie each with a ship’s navigational compass 
in a wooden box bearing the inscription: “We stand today on the 
edge of a New Frontier…. I believe the times demand new invention, 
innovation, imagination, decision. I am asking each of you to be  
pioneers on that New Frontier.” – John F. Kennedy.

A distinguished bipartisan committee of political and community 
leaders selected Murphy and Onie based on their contributions to the 
public and their embodiment of the forward-looking public idealism 
to which President Kennedy hoped young Americans would aspire. 
Past recipients of the New Frontier Awards include: Cory A. Booker, 
Mayor of Newark, New Jersey; Giovanna Negretti, co-founder 
and Executive Director of the Boston-based non-profit ¿Oiste?; Jay 
Williams, Mayor of Youngstown, Ohio; Zainab Salbi, Founder 
and CEO of Women for Women International; Eric Garcetti, Los 
Angeles City Council President; Jane Leu, Founder of Upwardly 

Global; Lisa Madigan, Illinois Attorney 
General; Kica Matos, Program Executive 
for Reconciliation and Human Rights, 
The Atlantic Philanthropies and former 
Executive Director of JUNTA; Karen 
Carter, Louisiana State Representative; 

and Wendy Kopp, Founder and CEO 
of Teach for America.

Library’s WeChooseTheMoon.org 
Website Wins International Recognition 

The John F. Kennedy Presidential Library and Museum’s 

interactive website, www.WeChooseTheMoon.org, launched 

on July 16, 2009 to mark the 40th anniversary of the Apollo 

11 Mission and Moon landing, was chosen as the 2009 Site 

of the Year by Favourite Website Awards (FWA), considered 

by the industry to be the Oscars of internet awards.

In January 2010, FWA announced that a panel of international 

judges unanimously chose www.WeChooseTheMoon.org  

as the Site of the Year. Judge Lars Bastholm of Ogilvy com-

mented: “We Choose The Moon is one of the most engaging 

content sites ever made. It’s deep, broad and consistently 

entertaining. The real-time aspect made it almost thriller-like 

to follow our intrepid heroes on the way to the moon.”

The Martin Agency, the Kennedy Library’s pro bono ad 

agency and Adweek’s 2009 U.S. Agency of the Year, created 

the WeChooseTheMoon.org website, which was hosted 

and underwritten by AOL, and developed by Domani 

Production Company. Using archival footage, images and 

recordings from NASA, WeChooseTheMoon.org created a 

real-time web experience that took web visitors from the 

Apollo 11 launch on July 16, 1969, to the Moon landing on 

July 20, 1969. Each stage of the mission also allowed visi-

tors to explore archival photos and footage of President 

Kennedy’s own space efforts. More than 1.3 million individuals 

logged on to the website during the five-day journey to  

the moon. Visitors may continue to experience the Apollo 

11 Mission by logging onto www.WeChooseTheMoon.org.

New Frontier  
Award Recipient 
Rebecca Onie, 
Co-founder and CEO, 
Project HEALTH.

TOM FITZSIMMONS



Saturday, January 2, 2010 marked the 50th anniversary 
of Massachusetts Senator John F. Kennedy’s announce-
ment of his candidacy for President of the United States.

 Appearing before the press in Washington, DC in the 
Senate Caucus Room (recently renamed the Kennedy Caucus 
Room in honor of Senators John, Robert and Edward 
Kennedy), John F. Kennedy launched his presidential cam-
paign with youthful energy and a pioneering vision that 
inspired a generation of Americans to ask what they can  
do for their country. 

Early in January 2010, the Kennedy Presidential Library 
met with local and statewide organizations to collaborate in 
planning for the celebration of the 50th anniversary of the 
young Massachusetts Senator’s run for president, his historic 
November 8, 1960 election victory, and the thousand days  
of his administration. 

New programs and special events marking the 50th  
anniversary will be announced in the coming year. In 
celebrating the 50th Anniversary of John F. Kennedy’s 
Administration, the Kennedy Library seeks to remind the 
nation of the idealism and optimism of this youthful leader 
whose vision of a New Frontier was not a set of promises,  
but a set of challenges. 

TWITTER FEED RECREATES  
JFK’S 1960 CAMPAIGN

To mark the 50th anniversary of 
President Kennedy’s 1960 campaign, the 
Kennedy Presidential Library launched 
a new Twitter feed, JFK__1960 (JFK 
underscore, underscore 1960), that 
allows internet users around the world 
to follow the day-to-day workings of 
John F. Kennedy’s road to the White 
House. Culling from campaign schedules, memos, press 
releases, diary entries and newspapers in the Kennedy Library 
Archives, the JFK__1960 Twitter feed provides “real-time” 
updates and links to primary-source material relating to  
John F. Kennedy’s campaign movements throughout the day. 
In an article on the Huffington Post, Danny Groner called 
the JFK Library project “revolutionary” remarking that 
“This multimedia project allows people who were born in the 
decades after Kennedy’s term to experience what it was like to 
follow the young leader’s ascent.” 
http://twitter.com/jfk__1960 

NEW EXHIBIT TO CELEBRATE JFK’S WIN IN  
WEST VIRGINIA PRIMARY 

On May 7, 2010, the Kennedy Presidential 
Library will open a new special exhibit, 
Winning West Virginia – JFK’s Primary 

Campaign, which will offer insight into 
what was a decisive milestone in Kennedy’s 

run for the White House. A pivotal campaign 
that captured national attention, the 1960 West 

Virginia primary demonstrated that John F. Kennedy, the 
young senator from Massachusetts, was a viable Presidential 
candidate. Winning a landslide victory in a state where 
Catholics comprised barely 5% of the population,  
JFK proved that a Catholic candidate could win votes. 
Visitors will have the opportunity to view documents, photo-
graphs, archival footage, and artifacts from this historic race.

Media sponsors for Winning West Virginia—JFK’s Primary 

Campaign are WCVB-TV 5 and The Boston Phoenix.

Library Launches 50th Anniversary Celebration 
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“The Presidency is the most powerful office in the Free World. Through its leadership can come  

a more vital life for all of our people. In it are centered the hopes of the globe around us for freedom  

and a more secure life…” 

~ Senator John F. Kennedy, January 2, 1960

Senator Kennedy stops to eat in a diner while campaigning in 
Nashua, New Hampshire, 1960. 
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M ore than 70 supporters joined Kennedy Library 
Foundation President Caroline Kennedy and Board 
Chairman Kenneth R. Feinberg on November 4, 2009  

to celebrate the completion of the Profile in Courage Trust. The 
campaign drive was led by Feinberg, and raised more than  
$11 million to sustain the Profile in Courage Award for future 
generations, exceeding the campaign goal by more than 20 per-
cent. The event included the dedication of a new Museum display 
that lists the recipients of the John F. Kennedy Profile in Courage 
Award® alongside the lead Trust donors. Overall, more than 
100 donors contributed gifts at all levels to the Profile in Courage 

Trust, including the following supporters, who gave $1 million 
and above:

RICHARD K. AND NANCY L. DONAHUE

PHILIP H. KNIGHT

CLIVE F. PALMER

THE JOHN F. KENNEDY IRISH ABROAD LEGACY GIFT  
FROM THE GOVERNMENT OF IRELAND

Profile in Courage Trust  
Tops Goal: Over  
$11 Million Raised

Kennedy Library 
Foundation Board 
Chair Ken Feinberg and 
Caroline Kennedy in front 
of the new Profile in 
Courage Trust display.

John Seigenthaler, Chairman Emeritus of the Profile in Courage 
Award Committee, with Board Members and Trust donors 
Bill Swanson and Ken Feinberg.

Trust donors David and Mary Boies with 
Caroline Kennedy.

Board members and Trust donors Carol Fulp and Heather Campion.

Board Member and Profile in 
Courage Trust donor Mars Child 
and her husband Jay Zimmerman.

Trust donors Michael and 
Kimberly Lombard.

ALL PHOTOS BY TOM FITZSIMMONS



Library Releases White House Recordings of  
JFK Debating Vietnam Coup 

On November 2, 2009, the John F. Kennedy Presidential 
Library and Museum announced that it had declas-
sified and made available for research presidential 

recordings of four meetings between President Kennedy and his 
highest level Vietnam advisors during the days after the highly 
controversial “Cable 243” was sent. The cable, which was  
dispatched on August 24, 1963 when President Kennedy and 
three of his top officials were away from Washington, set a 
course for the eventual coup in Vietnam on November 1, 1963, 
leading to the overthrow of President Ngo Dinh Diem and his 
assassination the following day.  

These meetings were the first ones to take place after the 
sending of Cable 243, which has been described by historian 
John W. Newman as the “single most controversial cable of 
the Vietnam War.” Without direct approval from President 
Kennedy’s senior advisors and despite mixed feelings in the 
administration over the effectiveness of Diem’s regime, the cable 
called for Diem to remove his brother Ngo Dinh Nhu from a 
position of power and threatened U.S. support of a military 
coup in South Vietnam if he refused.

The tapes offer unprecedented insight into President Kennedy’s 
thoughts on the unfolding conflict in Vietnam and reveal his reser-
vations about U.S. support for a military coup in South Vietnam. 
During a meeting on August 28, President Kennedy states:

“I don’t think we’re in that deep. I am not sure the 

[Vietnamese] Generals are – they’ve been probably  

bellyaching for months… I don’t see any reason to go  

ahead unless we think we have a good chance of success.”

After the cable was sent and during the course of four days 
of meetings, President Kennedy met with his advisors to discuss 
the evolving situation in Vietnam and what steps should be 
taken in the wake of the cable’s policy-changing message. The 
President asked several times for straight assessments from his 
two top advisors in Vietnam, Ambassador Henry Cabot Lodge 
and General Paul Harkins. At the August 27, 1963 meeting the 
President inquired about whether General Harkins agreed with 
the present plan:

President Kennedy: My impression was that based on the 

wire that went out Saturday, asked General Harkins and 

Ambassador Lodge recommending a course of action unless 

they disagreed… I think we ought to find out whether Harkins 

doesn’t agree with this – then I think we ought to get off this 

pretty quick.

During the on-going discussions, State Department officials 
claimed that they felt it was too late to step back from the 
coup support, an opinion not accepted by the President. The 
President comments:  

President Kennedy: I don’t think we ought to take the view 

here that this has gone beyond our control ‘cause I think that 

would be the worst reason to do it.   

“These recordings provide a fascinating snapshot of a 
key event in the history of Vietnam,” said Kennedy Library 
Archivist Maura Porter, who oversaw the declassification of the 
White House recordings. “The August meetings highlight the 
uncertainty that existed in the White House over what steps to 
take toward the government of South Vietnam. Of particular 
interest are the numerous conflicting views presented by the 
President’s top Vietnam advisors.”
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Vice President 
Johnson, President of 
South Vietnam Ngo 
Dinh Diem, and US 
Ambassador to South 
Vietnam Frederick 
Nolting. During the 
August 1963 meet-
ings, Nolting, who 
had been recently 
relieved of his duties 
in Saigon, strongly 
opposed supporting  
a coup in Vietnam. 

President Kennedy meets with Henry Cabot Lodge, Jr., the newly 
appointed Ambassador to Vietnam in the Oval Office, August 1963.
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Ted Sorensen, Special Counsel to President 
Kennedy; Carl Kaysen, Deputy Special Assistant 
for National Security Affairs to President 
Kennedy; and Graham Allison, Professor of 
Government at Harvard University discuss the 
Cuban Missile Crisis and the first nuclear test  
ban treaty. 

As the world faces a growing specter of nuclear 
threats, the nation’s presidential libraries hosted  
a day-long conference on October 12, 2009 at the 

Kennedy Presidential Library examining the Presidency in 

the Nuclear Age.  
Featuring welcoming remarks by Caroline Kennedy and 

videotaped presentations by former Presidents George H. W. 
Bush and Bill Clinton, and former Secretary of State Henry 
Kissinger, the Presidency in the Nuclear Age conference 
convened leading historians, journalists, diplomats and  
presidential advisors to analyze how nuclear weapons have 
challenged and reshaped the modern American presidency.

Panelists including Richard Rhodes, author of The Making 

of the Atom Bomb; Ted Sorensen, Special Counsel to President 
Kennedy; Ken Adelman, Advisor to Ronald Reagan at the 
Gorbachev summit; Marvin Kalb, Journalist and Soviet Expert; 
Nick Burns, U.S. Undersecretary of State for Political Affairs; 
and Tom Gjelten, NPR News Correspondent, participated in  
discussions covering issues faced by U.S. Presidents beginning 
with the initial race to build the nuclear bomb, through the 
Cuban Missile Crisis, the Cold War and disarmament efforts,  
up to present-day threats posed by the spread of nuclear arms  
to terrorist organizations and rogue states.

During her welcoming remarks, Caroline Kennedy, President 
of the John F. Kennedy Library Foundation, noted parallels 
between today’s conflict with Iran and President Kennedy’s  
face-off with the Soviet Union over missile sites in Cuba.

“The question then, as it is now, is not whether nuclear 
weapons and the materials needed to build them are being  
developed,” Kennedy said. “It’s really how, through the use of 
diplomacy and international law, we can prevent these materials 
from getting into the wrong hands, and ever being used against 
innocent civilians.”

In taped remarks specially prepared for the conference, 
President Bill Clinton reflected candidly on his administration’s 
efforts to stop nuclear proliferation and his hope that world 
leaders will work together to create a more comprehensive 
non-proliferation treaty.  

“I think it is unlikely that any country that gets nuclear  
weapons would knowingly initiate the use of them, even Iran,” 
Clinton said. “But every time you have nuclear weapons in more 
hands, you increase the chances of accidents and you increase 
the chances that unscrupulous people will either sell or steal 
material ... and give it to terrorists or criminals who could use 
the nuclear weapons in small dirty bombs.”

The Presidency in the Nuclear Age conference was organized 
by Kennedy Library Director Tom Putnam, Director of 
Education Nancy McCoy and Forum Producer Amy Macdonald. 

It was sponsored by the nation’s thirteen presidential 
libraries, the National Archives and the Foundation 
for the National Archives. The entire conference 
was rebroadcast on C-SPAN over Thanksgiving  
weekend to a national audience.

Pulitzer Prize-winning author Richard Rhodes. 
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Library Hosts Historical Conference  
on the Presidency in the Nuclear Age 
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The Board of Directors and staff of the 
John F. Kennedy Library Foundation 
and John F. Kennedy Presidential 

Library mourned the loss of their dear friend  
and colleague Donald J. Dowd who died on 
January 24, 2010.

A loyal and devoted friend to the Kennedy 
Presidential Library and Museum and to the 
Kennedy Library Foundation, Don Dowd made 
a significant contribution both to his community 
and to the nation, giving testimony to President 
Kennedy’s belief that one person can make a  
difference and every one should try.

Working closely with Jacqueline Kennedy 
Onassis, Don coordinated the October 1979 
Dedication Ceremonies of the John F. Kennedy 
Presidential Library, and later served as founder 
and president of the Friends of the Kennedy 
Library, the “official membership arm” of the 
John F. Kennedy Library Foundation.  

Recruiting former campaign workers of President John F. 
Kennedy, Senator Robert F. Kennedy and Senator Edward M. 
Kennedy – as well as volunteers who supported the building of the 
Kennedy Presidential Library – Don went on to organize dozens of 
fundraising events sponsored by the Friends of the Kennedy Library 
to provide early and critical funds for Kennedy Library programs.

For more than 25 years, Don served as a member of the Board of 
Directors of the John F. Kennedy Library Foundation. As a member 
of the Board’s Executive Committee, he helped guide the John F. 
Kennedy Library Foundation in its mission of providing financial 
and programmatic support to President Kennedy’s Library. 

“Don Dowd loved people,” said Senator Paul G. Kirk, Jr., who 
served with Dowd on the Kennedy Library Foundation’s Board of 
Directors. “His counsel and outreach were invaluable. His generous 
heart and gentle wit drew people to him; his acts of kindness were 
daily, and his friendships lasted a lifetime. 

“He always was in touch with the pulse 
of a community, especially his beloved West 
Springfield,” Kirk said. “He was Senator 
Kennedy’s right hand man during the Senator’s 
trips to Western Massachusetts over the years.  
If ever there was a question about how some-
thing was impacting Western Massachusetts, 
he’d say, ‘Have you talked to Don?’”

Dowd’s significant and unsung contributions 
to the Kennedy Library and to his community 
were recognized by the Friends of the Kennedy 

Library in 1996 when it honored Don as Irishman of the Year, an 
award established by the Friends of the Kennedy Library in 1986 
to pay tribute to individuals of Irish heritage who contribute to 
their community. 

Don was passionately devoted to the legacy of President 
Kennedy and led the statewide fundraising effort to create the 
eight-foot sculpture of President Kennedy that now graces the 
west lawn of the Massachusetts State House. 

Don was a superb and legendary political operative who 
worked on virtually every campaign waged by the Kennedy  
family, from running field operations for Robert Kennedy’s  
presidential primary campaigns in Indiana and Southern 
California, to advising and advancing Senator Edward M. 
Kennedy’s campaigns in Western Massachusetts. To Senator 
Kennedy, Don was a confidante, adviser, and most of all, a  
dear and cherished friend. 

Don enjoyed a distinguished career as vice president and 
northeast manager of government affairs for the Coca-Cola 
Company, and as president of Don Dowd & Associates. He was 
the founder and former president of the Board of Directors of the 
Massachusetts Chapter of the Special Olympics and served as a 
member of the Board of Directors of the New England Council.  

Don Dowd was a genuinely good human being who lived a  
life of purpose and service. He will be remembered for his kind-
ness, wit, and his strength and wisdom as a political confidante  
of the Kennedy family and as a trusted and loyal friend of the 
John F. Kennedy Presidential Library. 

Remembering Don Dowd
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“Don Dowd loved people. His counsel and outreach 

were invaluable. His generous heart and gentle wit 

drew people to him; his acts of kindness were daily, 

and his friendships lasted a lifetime.”

– Senator Paul G. Kirk, Jr.

Don was a superb and legendary  

political operative who worked on  

virtually every campaign waged by  

the Kennedy family…
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On January 25, 2010, the John F. Kennedy 
Presidential Library and Museum broke 
ground for its new 30,000 square foot  

addition. The expansion will remedy the severe  
space shortage that has threatened the preservation 
and security of the Library’s holdings for years. 

In addition to providing essential storage for the 
Library’s vast archival collection of artifacts, docu-
ments, photographs, film, and audio, the expansion 
will create an additional classroom, a new temporary 
exhibit gallery, security console, and an improved 
museum store. In addition to the new building, the 
project will also include extensive interior renovations 
and improvements to the current building. 

In December 2009, the National Archives and Records 
Administration awarded the construction contract 
to Lee Kennedy Company, Inc. The Quincy-based 
firm’s past experience includes working with Kennedy 
Library architect Einhorn Yaffee Prescott on a renova-
tion of the Widener Library at Harvard University.   

Interim construction to extend the sea wall adjacent 
to the building was completed in January 2010, making 
a significant improvement to the Library’s section of 
the Boston Harborwalk. The entire construction  
project is scheduled to finish by January 2012. 

Kennedy Library Breaks 
Ground for New Wing

Architectural rendering of the completed expansion project 
at the John F. Kennedy Presidential Library and Museum. 

Chief Archivist Allan Goodrich with wife 
Teresa at his retirement party in January 2010. 

Chief Archivist Allan Goodrich 
Retires After 40 Years of Service

FOLLOWING 40 YEARS of exemplary service at the 

John F. Kennedy Presidential Library and Museum, Chief 

Archivist Allan Goodrich retired on December 31, 2009.  

Goodrich’s career at the Kennedy Presidential Library 

began in 1969 – 10 years before the current building 

opened on Columbia Point – and has spanned all major 

Library milestones. As a Presidential Library trainee, 

Goodrich built the Audio-Visual Archives from scratch.  

He went on to work with I.M. Pei to design the Library’s 

archival storage facilities and then masterfully managed 

the Library’s busy AV Archives for over 20 years. After 

being named Chief Archivist in 2003, Goodrich spear-

headed the Library’s groundbreaking digitization effort, 

which will allow worldwide access to the archives’ most 

prized collections via the internet.  

“No individual in the history of the Kennedy Library has 

been more central to our archival mission,” said Library 

Director Tom Putnam. “Too often in presidential libraries, 

much attention is paid to speakers, exhibits, and visita-

tion numbers – and too little to our central core, our 

archival collections, and individuals like Allan Goodrich 

who have carefully processed, preserved, and provided 

access to these resources.  Through his dedication to 

these tasks over the span of his career, Allan has made 

an immeasurable difference to the Kennedy Library and 

the public we serve.”

In December 2008, Goodrich received the National 

Archives and Records Administration’s highest honor,  

a Lifetime Achievement Award.
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The Kennedy Presidential 
Library’s robust educa-
tion programs are  

benefiting from three innovative 
partnerships. Recent grants from 
the Highland Street Foundation, 
Liberty Mutual, and the Lloyd 
G. Balfour Foundation, Bank  
of America, N.A., Trustee have 
allowed the Library to engage 
diverse family and youth audi-
ences and provide programming 
to underserved students.

As part of their 20th anniversary celebration, the Highland Street 
Foundation made a $100,000 grant to support community engagement  
programs for youth and families at the Kennedy Library. Highland Street  
also selected the Library as one of the attractions for its “Free Fun Fridays” 
program. Last summer’s event brought nearly 2,500 visitors to the Museum  
at the Kennedy Library for a free day of educational enrichment. Highland 
Street’s grant supports year-round programs, including Celebrate!, a diverse 
performing arts series for children, and the Museum Highlights tours offered 
twice daily by Museum Docents at the Kennedy Library.

The Kennedy Library’s efforts to promote access for under-resourced 
schools received a grant of $75,000 from Liberty Mutual and a grant of 
$50,000 from the Balfour Foundation. As the only presidential library in  
New England, the Kennedy Library provides unique, award-winning programs 
that help young students reflect on the ideals of democracy as they examine 
their responsibilities as active citizens. The grants from Liberty Mutual and 
the Balfour Foundation connect these resources with the needs of elementary, 
middle and high school students in disadvantaged schools.

The Kennedy Library Foundation is proud to have the partnership of these 
three civic leaders in achieving its educational mission. Charitable contributions 
are a linchpin of the Library’s efforts to energize the civic involvement of young 
people through its carefully planned menu of free educational programs.  

As the Kennedy Presidential Library begins to mark the 50th anniversary 
of the candidacy and presidency of John F. Kennedy, the Kennedy Library 
Foundation is seeking additional education program partners. If you or your 
company is interested in participating in this exciting endeavor, please contact 
Aisha Francis-Samuels at Aisha.Francis@jfklfoundation.org or (617) 514-1674.

New Grants Boost  
Education Programs

Middle school students discuss their responses 
as part of a museum-based education program.

Young Donors Launch 
New Network 

THE NEW FRONTIER NETWORK, formed 

last year, consists of a cohort of donors  

who are committed to advancing the next 

generation of philanthropic support and civic 

leadership for the John F. Kennedy Library 

Foundation. The New Frontier Network is 

led by David Gasson of Boston Capital, Kiki 

Helffenstein, Foundation Board Member 

Jeannie Kedas of MTV Networks, and Steve 

Kerrigan. In the spirit of President John F. 

Kennedy’s New Frontier, this affinity group is 

invested in public service and committed to 

civic engagement. Specifically, the New 

Frontier Network serves to: 

•  support the mission of the John F. 

Kennedy Presidential Library and Museum;

•  unite young professional leaders dedicated 

to promoting active citizenship; and

•  raise funds for the Library’s public  

education programs.

Last year’s programs included attending the 

Boston Mayoral Debate and one of the 

Senate Primary Debates for Massachusetts’ 

special senatorial election. New Frontier 

Network donors support the Kennedy Library 

Foundation with annual individual gifts of 

$1,000 or more, and corporate donations 

beginning at $5,000. If you are interested  

in joining the New Frontier Network, 

please contact Aisha Francis-Samuels  

at aisha.francis@jfklfoundation.org or  

(617) 514-1674.
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New Frontier Network Member Steve Kerrigan (far 
right) with Curran Raclin (far left) and Tom Lopach 
(center) at a recent Kennedy Library event.
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THERE ARE MANY WAYS to support 
the Kennedy Presidential Library and 
Museum’s rich programming through 
membership: purchasing memberships 
as gifts, making a one-time annual contri-
bution or donating in monthly installments.  

Robert Elston-Pollock, a Kennedy Library 
Foundation member since the early 
1990s, sees his monthly donations “as  
an easy way to make a big impact.” For 
Elston-Pollock, the historic events of the 

Cuban Missile Crisis and President 
Kennedy’s diplomacy sparked his  
admiration and interest. At age fifty-one, 
he still remembers the excitement of 
reading Profiles in Courage (“I was 
mesmerized”) in elementary school. His 
membership gifts recognize the Library’s 
work helping younger generations to 
experience history. “It is an honor and  
a privilege to support the Kennedy 
Library,” he said. The membership  
benefit Elston-Pollock, a Dorchester, 

Massachusetts resident, enjoys most is 
the advance notice he receives of special 
events and Kennedy Library Forums. He 
values the Forums because they “create 
reasons to converse – bringing together 
different viewpoints to talk about critical 
issues.” He also enjoys the membership 
perk of free admission to all other presi-
dential libraries and museums in the 
United States. To learn about becoming 
a member, email membership@ 
jfklfoundation.org or call 617-514-1659.

Kennedy Library Foundation Membership: Monthly Gifts Make Big Impacts

The Victura Society was founded to honor those who 
have included the Kennedy Library Foundation in 
their charitable estate plans. To commemorate the 

upcoming 50th anniversary of the Kennedy Presidency, the 
Victura Society strives to welcome 50 Inaugural Members in 
2011. Below we profile new members who recently joined.

SAYING THANK YOU:   
FRANK BONFIGLIO AND DONNA DEFEO

Francis “Frank” J. Bonfiglio 
is a familiar face for any  
visitor who has frequented 
the Kennedy Library’s 
Café over the past decade. 
Although retired as Manager, 
Bonfiglio continues to work 
at the Café two days a week.

Recently, Bonfiglio and his 
wife, Donna DeFeo, shared 
why they have included the 
Kennedy Library Foundation 
as a charitable beneficiary 

in their will. “We did this to 
demonstrate our admiration of 

JFK and all that he stood for – and for the wealth of experiences 
the Kennedy Library offers to the public. It’s our way of saying 
thank you to a person and place that has meant so much to us.”

DeFeo, a retired English teacher, has her own special 
connection to the Kennedy legacy. She fondly remembers a 
visit by candidate John F. Kennedy to the hardware store 
her father, Nick DeFeo, owned in Everett. “My mother, 
never shy for words, approached JFK and declared ‘you are 
too skinny; you need to eat more!’”  

A LEGACY FOR THE FUTURE:  
KEVIN AND POLLY MARONI 

When asked why he included 
the Kennedy Library in his 
will, Kevin Maroni respond-
ed, “I am honored to have 
the opportunity to perpetuate 
those ideals for my children.  
JFK captured an imagination 
and spirit that are uniquely 
American, and this resonates 
strongly for me.”

Maroni joined the 
Kennedy Library Foundation 
Board of Directors in 2002.  

He and his wife, Polly, have 
been avid supporters of the 

May Dinner and regular attendees at the Kennedy Library 
Forums.  “The JFK Library is fundamentally about patrio-
tism, love of and service to your country,” Maroni said. 
“For those, like me, who also believe in those ideals, the 
Kennedy Library is a terrific institution to support.”  

Maroni serves as a Senior Managing Director of 
Spectrum Equity Investors in Boston. In addition to their 
involvement with the Library, the Maronis support a 
number of organizations including the Park School, where 
Maroni serves as Board Chair. They are the proud parents 
of three children, Polly, Kate and Jack.

To learn more about including the Kennedy Library 
Foundation in your estate plans, contact Planned Giving 
Advisor, Amy Goldman at (617) 514-1532 or  
amy.goldman@jfklfoundation.org.

Victura Society Seeks Fifty for the Fiftieth

Polly and Kevin Maroni

Frank Bonfiglio 
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Kennedy Library Forums
A Moveable Feast,  
September 20, 2009 

Scott Simon, host of NPR’s 
Weekend Edition Saturday; Seán 
Hemingway, Ernest Hemingway’s 
grandson; Diane Johnson, author 
of Le Mariage and Le Divorce; 
and Adam Gopnik, writer for the 
New Yorker, discuss the restored 
edition of Hemingway’s Parisian 
classic, A Moveable Feast.

Civil Rights: Then and Now, December 10, 2009

On the 100th anniversary of the NAACP, Chairman Julian Bond 
reflects on past achievements and the challenges ahead for the  
organization with current President Benjamin Jealous. 

RFK In the Land of Apartheid: A Ripple of Hope, January 21, 2010

Kathleen Kennedy Townsend, the eldest child of Robert and Ethel 
Kennedy, introduces Margaret Marshall, Chief Justice of the Massachusetts 
Supreme Judicial Court; Albertina Luthuli, Chief Luthuli’s daughter and a 
member of the South African Parliament; and filmmaker Larry Shore at the 
screening of a new documentary on Robert Kennedy’s 1966 historic trip.  

A Conversation with Madeleine 
Albright, October 1, 2009 

Former Secretary of State 
Madeleine Albright discusses 
her new book, Read My Pins: 
Stories from a Diplomat’s 
Jewel Box. Madeleine Kunin, 
former Governor of Vermont 
and author of Pearls, Politics 
and Power: How Women Can 
Win and Lead, moderated. 

A Conversation with 
Reverend Joseph Lowery, 
January 20, 2010

Reverend Lowery, a pioneer 
of the civil rights movement 
who delivered the closing 
benediction at President 
Obama’s inauguration, 
shares memories of his 
legendary life and career. 
Award-winning television 
host and journalist, Liz 
Walker, moderated.



Stay Connected

Connect with the Kennedy Library 

on-line to get the latest information 

on new Museum exhibits, Kennedy 

Library Forums, special events and  

programs for children at the Kennedy 

Presidential Library and Museum.

•  Find the Kennedy Library on 

Facebook, Twitter, and YouTube.

•  Download podcasts of some  

of President Kennedy’s most  

iconic speeches. 

•  Sign up for Kennedy Library eNews 

to get all of the latest Library news 

right in your inbox. 

Go to www.jfklibrary.org for direct 

links to all of these pages.

W i t h  g e n e r o u s  s u p p o r t  f r o m
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My Friend, the Senator, and Our  
Love of History, January 28, 2010 

Historian David McCullough talks about 
Senator Kennedy’s life and their long and 
special friendship.

Covering Obama, November 2, 2009

Richard Wolffe of Newsweek and Lynn Sweet of the Chicago Sun Times 
analyze the media’s coverage of President Obama’s first year in office  
with WGBH’s Callie Crossley (center).

A Conversation  
about Justice with 
Michael Sandel, 
October 21, 2009

Professor Michael 
Sandel discusses his 
new book, Justice: 
What’s the Right 
Thing To Do?, based 
on his legendary and 
influential Harvard 
course.

The Future of Cuba, November 17, 2009

NPR correspondent Tom Gjelten, Harvard Professor Jorge Dominguez, 
writer and director Adriana Bosch, and co-chair of the Cuban Study Group 
Carlos Saladrigas, discuss the history and future of Cuba-U.S. relations.
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Thank you, Boston Capital!

Longtime Kennedy Library Foundation  
supporter Boston Capital has renewed its 
generous multi-year support for the popular 
Kennedy Library Forum series. Boston Capital 
became a major forum sponsor in 2002, 
thanks to the leadership of Foundation Board 
Member Jack Manning, who is chairman of 
the Distinguished Visitor series.
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True Compass – A Tribute to Senator Kennedy

On December 3, 2009, Victoria Reggie Kennedy 
joined historians Michael Beschloss and Doris 
Kearns Goodwin, journalist E.J. Dionne, and 

political analyst Mike Barnicle at the John F. Kennedy 
Presidential Library to discuss Senator Edward M. Kennedy’s 
memoir True Compass, his role in history and his legacy.

Mrs. Kennedy introduced the memoir to the capacity 
crowd, saying: “So many others had written their version of 
Ted’s story, and he wanted to tell it as only he could. True 

Compass is a candid and personal look at his life as he lived 
it. As Ted said many times during the writing of this book, 
he wanted to get it right for history. I hope you’ll agree after 
reading it, that he did.”

The panelists went on to reflect upon Senator Kennedy’s 
openness in discussing his faith, family, and love for the 
Senate in True Compass. Doris Kearns Goodwin tied 
these three aspects of his life together, noting that Senator 
Kennedy’s brothers inspired his work in the Senate, and the 
Senate “became part of his faith…So the faith and the  
family, all became caught up in doing things for the country. 
And it’s an extraordinary legacy.”

Historian Doris Kearns Goodwin 
reflects on Senator Kennedy’s legacy. 

Victoria Reggie Kennedy introduces the forum on Senator 
Kennedy’s memoir True Compass.

Mrs. Kennedy signs copies of True Compass after the forum.
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