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On January 20, 2011, President Barack Obama, 
Vice President Joseph Biden, Senate Majority 
Leader Harry Reid, and House Speaker John 

Boehner joined other prominent Americans and elected  
officials in honoring the legacy of President John F. Kennedy 
on the 50th anniversary of his historic inaugural address.

Republican and Democratic leaders participated in an 
official tribute to President Kennedy in the Rotunda of the 
United States Capitol, a sacred spot of American democracy 
where President Kennedy lay in state in November 1963. 
Joining Vice President Biden in making special remarks  
were Senate Majority Leader Harry Reid; House Speaker 
John Boehner; Democratic Leader Nancy Pelosi; Senator 
John Kerry, who helped organize the event; Congressman 
John Lewis; and Elaine Chao, former Secretary of Labor 
and wife of Senate Minority Leader Mitch McConnell. 
Caroline Kennedy received a standing ovation from the 
audience of 500 before she made closing remarks on the 
legacy of her father.

“Today we mark not just the anniversary of my father’s 
Inauguration but the endurance of an ideal,” said Caroline 
Kennedy. “All my life people have told me that day changed 
their lives – and it changed America. They tell me that they 
decided to run for office, join the Peace Corps or the civil 
rights movement, and serve their community, because, for 
the first time, someone asked them to, and made them feel 

they had something special to give back to this country 
that has given us all so much…

“And for me, that is the timeless gift of 
this speech: it redefined what it means to 
be an American and enriched America’s 
idea of itself. It inspired a generation that 
transformed America – and passed that 
inspiration on to their children and 
grandchildren. Now we must answer  
the call to service for our own time. 

“These words, and the deeds that followed – the pursuit 
of peace and justice, the exploration of the heavens, the 
preservation of the natural and historic environment, the 
celebration of arts and culture, the inclusion of those left 
out and left behind – awakened the highest aspirations of 
citizenship and lifted our national life for decades to come.

“Today, when too many young people feel disconnected, 
and disillusioned by public life, when our political dialogue 
is too divisive, and our society so violent, I hope my father’s 
words will remind all Americans that public service is a 
noble endeavor, and that we each have a responsibility to 
make this world a better place.

“I didn’t suspect the greatness of the speech when it was 
given; I wasn’t there. I was only three years old, and presumably  
had more important things to do – like play with my puppy.

“But across the decades, I have watched it and thought 
with pride of how it touched the soul of America and shaped 
the character of our country.

“Half a century ago on this date, a few minutes before 
noon, my father walked across this rotunda to the Inaugural 
platform. Here in this same place, a thousand days later, 
Americans lined up in the hundreds of thousands to say 
goodbye. I was here then and I remember it.

“His time was short – but his summons still echoes –  
and it always will.”

Following Caroline’s moving remarks, the audio of 
President Kennedy’s Inaugural Address was then played to 
the special guests in the Capitol Rotunda and to a national 
viewing audience watching live on CSPAN.

Nation’s Leaders Help  
Mark 50th Anniversary  
of JFK’s Inauguration

	
2	

HHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHH

President Kennedy’s grandchildren Jack, 
Tatiana, and Rose Schlossberg at the  
January 20, 2011 ceremony honoring the 
anniversary of John F. Kennedy’s inauguration. 

“Today, when too many young people feel 

disconnected, and disillusioned by public life, 

when our political dialogue is too divisive, 

and our society so violent, I hope my father’s 

words will remind all Americans that public 

service is a noble endeavor…” 

– Caroline Kennedy
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Immediately following the Congressional Tribute to 
President Kennedy, Caroline Kennedy and Edwin Schlossberg 
hosted a private reception, supported by Comcast, in the 
newly renamed Kennedy Caucus Room at the Russell Senate 
Office Building where President Kennedy announced his 
candidacy for President. Caroline and Ed were joined by 
Kenneth R. Feinberg, Chairman of the Kennedy Library 
Foundation Board of Directors, who served as master of  
ceremonies. The reception celebrated members of President 
Kennedy’s administration and other Americans who have 
honored his legacy by their service to the nation and their 
community. Among those attending were former and current 
Peace Corps volunteers, astronauts, civil rights activists,  
service men and women, artists, teachers, community  
organizers, and other Americans who accepted President 
Kennedy’s challenge to serve their country. Additional  
dignitaries included Ambassador Jean Kennedy Smith,  
Mrs. Robert F. Kennedy, Victoria Reggie Kennedy, Lynda 
Bird Johnson, Lucie Baines Johnson, Buzz Aldrin, Justice 
Stephen Breyer, Ambassador Michael Collins of Ireland, 

Yo-Yo Ma, Labor Secretary Hilda Solis, Lorne Michaels, 
Sander Vanocur, Minority Leader Nancy Pelosi, City Year 
volunteers, Special Olympians, Best Buddies, members of the 
Kennedy family, and other Americans closely associated with 
the Kennedy Administration or legacy. 

That evening, the Kennedy Center for the Performing 
Arts presented The Presidency of John F. Kennedy: A 50th 

Anniversary Celebration Opening Concert. Prior to the 
show, guests enjoyed a reception supported by Bingham 
McCutchen LLP. The special concert, hosted by Diane 
Sawyer and Mike Nichols, featured performances by the 
American Ballet Theatre, Harolyn Blackwell, Morgan 
Freeman, Herbie Hancock, Yo-Yo Ma, The Manzari 
Brothers, Terrence McNally, Lorne Michaels, Paul Simon, 
and Kennedy Center and National Symphony Orchestra 
Music Director Christopher Eschenbach conducting the 

Caroline Kennedy speaks during the official ceremony marking 
the 50th anniversary of President Kennedy’s administration on 
January 20, 2011 in the Rotunda of the United States Capitol. 
Also participating in the event, seated from left to right, are 
Reverend Daniel P. Coughlin, Dr. Barry Black, Congressman  
John Lewis, House Minority Leader Nancy Pelosi, House Speaker 
John Boehner, Vice President Joseph Biden, Senate Majority 
Leader Harry Reid, former Labor Secretary Elaine Chao, and 
Senator John Kerry.

Participants in the official tribute honoring President Kennedy on January 20, 2011  
(L-R) Reverend Daniel P. Coughlin, Dr. Barry Black, Congressman John Lewis, 
House Minority Leader Nancy Pelosi, House Speaker John Boehner, Vice 
President Joseph Biden, Senate Majority Leader Harry Reid, Caroline Kennedy,  
former Labor Secretary Elaine Chao, and Senator John Kerry.
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Tom McNaught, who has served as the Deputy Director 
and Chief Operating Officer of the Kennedy Library  
Foundation for the last ten years, was named Executive 

Director of the Foundation in January 2011 by Board Chairman  
Kenneth R. Feinberg and Board President Caroline Kennedy.

McNaught brings deep roots to his role, having held 
senior leadership positions at the Foundation since 1996. As 
Director of Communications, he developed and managed the 
John F. Kennedy Presidential Library and Museum’s overall 
communications and marketing strategy, including program 
development, advertising, and media relations. 

Since 2001 he has served as the Deputy Director of the 
Foundation and was responsible for overseeing a $2.4 million 
annual budget, managing the Foundation’s external affairs, 
and supervising staff responsible for the Library’s commu-
nications, the Profile in Courage and New Frontier Award 
Programs, advertising, tourism and marketing programs, 
and the design and development of the Kennedy Presidential 
Library’s new website. He served as liaison to the Kennedy 
Presidential Library and Museum with which the Foundation 
has partnered on several ground-breaking initiatives including 
the creation and launch of the nation’s largest online digital 
archives of presidential papers, and the national celebration 
in Washington, DC marking the 50th Anniversary of John F. 
Kennedy’s presidency.

McNaught enjoys a close working relationship with 
Tom Putnam, Director of the John F. Kennedy Presidential 
Library and Museum, with whom he has collaborated on 
several major projects over the course of the last 12 years. 
He is also part of a veteran senior management team that 
includes Doris Drummond, Chief Financial Officer, and 
Ariadne Valsamis, Vice President of Development, who 
joined the Foundation in 1997 and 2002 respectively. 

“For over a decade Tom McNaught has been a  
driving force in making my father’s Library an insti-
tution that continues to inspire new generations of 
Americans,” said Caroline Kennedy, President of 
the John F. Kennedy Library Foundation. “His 
commitment to public participation in government 
and the community embodies President Kennedy’s 
legacy. We are fortunate to have his vision  
and leadership at this important time.”

“I cannot think of a greater privilege 
than working with such a talented 
and experienced team as we have 
at both the Kennedy Library and 
Foundation,” McNaught said.  
“Nor can I think of anything  

more fulfilling than participating in such a noble and inspiring 
mission. President Kennedy’s vision of a New Frontier inspired 
my own generation, and is just as relevant today. I am excited to 
promote such an enduring legacy.” 

Prior to joining the Kennedy Library Foundation, 
McNaught served as Director of Communications for the 
AIDS Action Committee of Massachusetts, one of the nation’s 
oldest and largest HIV/AIDS advocacy and service orga-
nizations. Before working in the non-profit field, he held 
several positions in the government sector including Deputy 
Press Secretary for Massachusetts Attorney General James 
Shannon; Press Secretary to Congressman Gerry E. Studds of 
Massachusetts; and legislative aide and research analyst for 
Boston Mayor Kevin H. White’s Office of Policy Management 
and Commission on Affairs of the Elderly.

Before moving to Boston in 1977, he worked at Gillette 
Children’s Hospital in St. Paul, Minnesota, a specialized 
orthopedic children’s hospital founded in the 1800s for  
indigent disabled children, where he developed the first 
department of communications. 

He received his master’s degree in international relations  
and American government from Marquette University 
in 1975 and BA in History and Political Science from 
Marquette University in 1972. He is married to Matthew 
Gilbert, television critic for The Boston Globe, and lives 
in Brookline, Massachusetts, just around the corner from  
John Fitzgerald Kennedy’s birthplace.

Foundation Names New Executive Director
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Caroline Kennedy and Kennedy Library Foundation 
Executive Director Tom McNaught.
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As part of the 50th anniversary celebration, on January 20, 
2011 Caroline Kennedy joined Kennedy Library Foundation 
Chairman Kenneth R. Feinberg to announce a new ground-

breaking multi-media campaign aimed at inspiring a new generation 
of Americans with President Kennedy’s timeless call to service. 

The multi-faceted campaign includes the launch of a cutting-
edge multimedia website aimed at youth – www.JFK50.org – and 
a public service television advertising initiative urging Americans 
to ask what they can do for their country, featuring Jimmy Fallon. 

LAUNCH OF JFK50.ORG WEBSITE 

As the centerpiece of the three-year anniversary celebration, the 
new website JFK50.org was created to invite young visitors to 
explore the legacy of JFK through the core themes of public service, 
science and innovation, civil rights, domestic affairs, the arts,  
foreign policy and diplomacy, and the environment. The site was 
conceived, designed, and executed by Edwin Schlossberg and ESI 
Design for the John F. Kennedy Presidential Library and Museum 
to engage America’s youth whom 50 years ago President Kennedy 
challenged to serve as the nation’s standard bearers. 

JFK50.org takes elements from the JFK Presidential Library 
archives and frames them in new ways for discovery and explora-
tion by a generation well-versed in digital media. Features include 
a media-rich graphic novel timeline that uses broadcast news 
reports, newspaper accounts, and archival media combined with 
web 2.0 technologies to bring to life the events of that era; a video 
mosaic legacy gallery showcasing people who are continuing 
JFK’s legacy in their respective fields; and downloadable exhibits 
that users can customize and produce. 

ASK WHAT YOU CAN DO – THE PSA CAMPAIGN 

To drive awareness of the 50th anniversary of John F. Kennedy’s 
presidency, and of the new interactive website JFK50.org,  

the Kennedy Library 
Foundation partnered  
with Ogilvy & Mather 
and Jimmy Fallon to 
develop a public service 
ad campaign centered on 
the message, “Ask what 
you can do.” The “Ask 
Not” series featuring 
Jimmy Fallon seeks to 
inspire younger Americans 
to take up the challenge of 

asking not only what they can do for their country, but connecting 
with those around them to make a difference. The Kennedy 
Library Foundation partnered with Comcast, Viacom, and CBS  
to ensure that the campaign reached the widest audience possible. 

JFK50 Public Service Campaign  
Passes Torch to a New Generation

Comedian Jimmy Fallon stars in a  
series of public service announcements 
promoting the JFK50 campaign. 
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The JFK50.org homepage features seven themes of President 
Kennedy’s administration.

The “History Now” section of JFK50.org features major milestones 
in John F. Kennedy’s presidency illustrated as a graphic novel. 

A Google Doodle created from the words of President Kennedy’s  
inaugural address was featured on the search engine’s homepage  
on January 20, 2011.



of the most stirring passages of his inaugural address. Guided by 
computerized visual prompts, visitors recited portions of the speech 
to families and friends.

The day concluded with a Kennedy Library Forum featuring 
broadcast journalists Tom Brokaw and Jane Pauley. 

Before a capacity crowd in Stephen E. Smith Hall, 
Brokaw, author of The Greatest Generation 

and BOOM!: Voices of the Sixties, and Pauley 
reflected on how John F. Kennedy’s presi-

dency shaped and influenced the culture 
of the 1960s.
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Anniversary Celebration  
Draws Crowds to the JFK Library 

In addition to the national celebration 
held in Washington, DC, the John F. 
Kennedy Presidential Library and 

Museum hosted its own celebration on 
January 20, 2011 marking the 50th anniver-
sary of President Kennedy’s inauguration. 

That morning, more than 200 children 
from Boston Public Schools took part in a 
program at the Kennedy Library with the 
creators of Jack’s Path of Courage: The Life 

of John F. Kennedy, a new biography by 
award-winning author Doreen Rappaport 
and illustrator Matt Tavares. Following the 
program, the students presented a choral 
recitation from John F. Kennedy’s inaugural address.

Later that day, nearly 200 members of the public gathered at  
the Kennedy Library to watch selections from the 1961 television 
coverage of John F. Kennedy’s inauguration including his swearing 
in, the inaugural address, the poetry reading by Robert Frost, the 
musical performance by Marian Anderson, and the commentary 
by Edward R. Murrow.  

Also as part of the anniversary  
celebration, visitors to the Museum  
had the opportunity to participate in a 
special interactive exhibit, “You Be the 
President,” which allowed guests to step 
up to a podium set before the actual 
scene of JFK’s January 20, 1961 
inauguration and deliver some 

TO OFFICIALLY MARK the 50th anniversary of the election of President John Fitzgerald Kennedy, 

mayor Thomas m. menino proclaimed monday, november 8, 2010 to be John Fitzgerald Kennedy 

Victory Day in Boston. in his proclamation, mayor menino urged “all my follow Bostonians to join me 

in honoring this favorite and loyal son of our great city who brought enormous pride to the people of 

Boston on being elected President of the United states.” 

The Kennedy Library marked the november 8, 2010 election anniversary with a gala celebration. 

Among the 600 guests were Caroline Kennedy, Vicki Kennedy, former Kennedy White House staffers 

Richard Donahue and Dan Fenn, and Kennedy campaign organizer Gerard Doherty. in a special salute 

to America’s first irish Catholic President, Guinness served perfectly poured pints to the invited guests.

Tom Brokaw and Jane Pauley  
discuss John F. Kennedy’s  
presidency on January 20, 2011. 
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A student from Dever Elementary School  
in Boston delivers John F. Kennedy’s  
inaugural address – 50 years later.

Each of the Boston Public School students  
received a copy of the book Jack’s Path of 
Courage: The Life of John F. Kennedy.

Boston Celebrates 50th Anniversary of JFK Election Victory
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Caroline Kennedy and  
Richard K. Donahue at the  
election celebration.
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Follow  
JFK’s  

Presidency  
on Twitter
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New Exhibit Displays Treasures 
from 1961 Inaugural Events

On December 10, 2010 the Museum at the John F. 
Kennedy Presidential Library unveiled Passing the 

Torch – the Inauguration of John F. Kennedy, a 
special exhibit celebrating the 50th anniversary of the swearing 
in of John F. Kennedy as 35th President of the United States. 

“Other exhibits in the museum look closely at the con-
tent and delivery of President Kennedy’s inaugural address, 
but Passing the Torch speaks more to the spirit of the 
day,” said Museum Curator Stacey Bredhoff. “We tried 
to capture the excitement, curiosity, and expectation that 
drew nearly one million people out in the blistering cold  
to catch a glimpse of a new young President and First 
Lady. There were certainly very serious problems that 
awaited this new President, but January 20th was all  
sunshine and possibility.”

Highlights of the exhibit are original documents, photographs, and artifacts surrounding 
the inauguration of John F. Kennedy including the never-before-displayed top hat and brown 
suede gloves worn by President Kennedy to his inauguration; the Oleg Cassini coat, pillbox 
hat, fur sable, and ruby and diamond brooch worn by Jacqueline Kennedy to the inauguration; 
the menu from President Kennedy’s Inaugural Luncheon, autographed by President and  
Mrs. Kennedy, former President Harry S. Truman, and others seated at the President’s table; 
a draft and the final version of Ernest Hemingway’s tribute to President Kennedy, penned 
after watching the inaugural address on television; and a letter from Eleanor Roosevelt to 
President Kennedy describing the “sense of liberation and lift to the spirit” she experienced 
watching his inaugural address. Passing the Torch – the Inauguration of John F. Kennedy will 
remain open until August 26, 2011.

TO MARK THE 50th anniversary 

of John F. Kennedy’s inaugura-

tion, the John F. Kennedy 

Presidential Library and museum 

launched an historical Twitter 

feed – @Kennedy1961 – that 

allows internet users around 

the world to follow the day- 

to-day workings of President 

Kennedy’s thousand days  

in office. 

Culling from daily schedules, 

memos, press releases, 

speeches, newspaper  

headlines, and more, the  

@Kennedy1961 Twitter feed  

provides “real-time” updates 

to answer Twitter’s ongoing 

question “What’s happening” 

as it relates to President 

Kennedy 50 years ago. 

Links to digitized primary 

source material, including 

archival documents, photo-

graphs, audio, and video, add 

to the immersive experience 

and help bring this chapter in 

American history to life using 

21st century tools.

To follow the historical feed, 
visit www.twitter.com/ 
kennedy1961 

MEDIA SPONSORS:

“We tried to capture the excitement, curiosity,  

and expectation that drew nearly one million  

people out in the blistering cold to catch a 

glimpse of a new young President and First Lady.” 

– Stacey Bredhoff, Museum Curator

The menu from President Kennedy’s 
Inaugural Luncheon, autographed by 
President and Mrs. Kennedy, former 
President Harry S. Truman, and others 
seated at the President’s table.

President-elect and Mrs. Kennedy leave 
their Georgetown home on Inauguration 
morning, January 20, 1961.
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President-elect Kennedy gave this 
brooch of rubies and diamonds to  
his wife Jacqueline to celebrate 
the birth of their son John Jr. on 
November 25, 1960. Mrs. Kennedy 
wore the brooch on Inauguration Day. 
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To help mark the 50th anniversary of the inauguration 
of President John F. Kennedy, on January 13, 2011 
David S. Ferriero, Archivist of the United States, and 

Caroline Kennedy, President of the John F. Kennedy Library 
Foundation, unveiled the nation’s largest online digitized presi-
dential archive, providing unprecedented global access to the 
most important papers, records, photographs, and recordings 
of President John F. Kennedy’s thousand days in office. The 
announcement was made in the Archivist’s Reception Room  
in the National Archives building in Washington, DC. 

Prior to the launch, the historical material housed in the 
Kennedy Presidential Library’s collection was available only 
by a physical visit to the library itself. With the new digital 

archive, students,  
teachers, researchers,  
and members of the  
public are now able  
to simply log on to 
www.JFKLibrary.org  
to search, browse,  
and retrieve original  
documents from the 
Kennedy Library’s  

collection. The online 
archive, along with the 
Kennedy Library’s newly 
designed website, offers  

an extraordinary first-hand look into the life of President 
Kennedy and the issues that defined his administration. 

“For students today, if it isn’t online, it doesn’t exist,” said 
David Ferriero. “The Digital Archive extends the reach of our 
nation’s historical heritage right into homes and classrooms. 
The lessons learned through this initiative will serve as a proto-
type and model within the National Archives and for the 
international archival community proving a useful roadmap 
to any library or public center that undertakes its own digiti-
zation projects in the future.”

“My father’s time is becoming part of history – rather 
than living memory – and we need to reach across the genera-
tions in new ways,” said Caroline Kennedy. “That is why the 
effort that we are announcing today is so very important. Using 
today’s technology we will be able to give today’s generation 
direct access to the historical record, and challenge them to 
answer President Kennedy’s call to service to solve the  
problems of our own time.”

Joining Caroline Kennedy and David Ferriero for the 
announcement were Sharon Fawcett, Assistant Archivist for 
Presidential Libraries; Thomas J. Putnam, Director of the 
John F. Kennedy Presidential Library; and Foundation Board 
member Edwin Schlossberg, husband of Caroline Kennedy 
and principle of ESI Design, who first envisioned a data  
asset management system that would enable the Kennedy 
Presidential Library to make its archives available to a  
worldwide audience. 

JFK’s Papers Now Accessible Worldwide

The Kennedy Library Digital Archive was unveiled at a press conference at the National Archives building in Washington, DC.  
(L-R) Thomas J. Putnam, John F. Kennedy Presidential Library; Edwin Schlossberg, ESI Design; David S. Ferriero, Archivist of the United 
States; Caroline Kennedy; William H. Swanson, Raytheon Company; James W. Cicconi, AT&T; Paul T. Dacier, EMC Corporation; and  
Robert T. Brennan, Iron Mountain.
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A handwritten note from John F. 
Kennedy Jr. to President Kennedy  
is one of the many treasures that  
can be found in the digital archive.
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The Kennedy Library’s newly designed website was launched  
simultaneously with the digital archive and serves as a portal  
for accessing the digitized material. 

THE Access to A LegAcy Web and Digital 

Archives initiative set the ambitious goal of 

providing universal access to the most histori-

cally valuable papers, photographs, moving 

images, and audio recordings of President 

Kennedy. The achievement of this innovative, 

multi-year project results from the passionate 

commitment of dedicated donors. Through 

their generous gifts, the ideals that President 

Kennedy championed are now only a click 

away for a global audience of citizens,  

students, scholars, and new generations.

Donors Fuel Launch  
of Digital Archives 

During the announcement, Caroline Kennedy also paid tribute to 
four leading corporations – AT&T, EMC Corporation, Iron Mountain 
and Raytheon Company – who stepped forward to offer the critical 
hardware, software and other in-kind technical expertise needed to 
make the pioneering initiative a reality. The four founding technical 
partners were represented at the launch by James W. Cicconi, Senior 
Executive Vice President of External and Legislative Affairs for 
AT&T; Paul T. Dacier, Executive Vice President & General Counsel 
of EMC Corporation; Robert T. Brennan, President and Chief 
Executive Officer of Iron Mountain; and William H. Swanson, 
Chairman of the Board and Chief Executive Officer of Raytheon 
Company, and Vice Chairman of the Kennedy Library Foundation. 

Included among the thousands of historical papers, documents, 
film footage, audio and images that are now permanently preserved 
are precious and irreplaceable records of the nation’s struggle for  
Civil Rights; its conflict with the Soviet Union during the height of  
the Cold War; its efforts to land a man on the moon and return him 
safely to earth; its commitment to public service through the creation 
of the Peace Corps; its prevention of a nuclear holocaust during the 
Cuban Missile Crisis; and its embrace of American art and culture 
under the guidance of first lady Jacqueline Kennedy. 

The digitization initiative would not have been possible without  
the public/private partnership between the federally operated John F. 
Kennedy Presidential Library and Museum, a division of the National 
Archives and Records Administration, and the John F. Kennedy Library 
Foundation, the 501(c)3 non-profit that secured significant financial 
support from private donors in order to help fund the project. 

Legacy Leaders

John F. Kennedy 
irish Abroad  
Legacy Gift from  
the Government  
of ireland

AT&T Foundation

Bank of America 
Foundation

Governor James and 
Janet Blanchard

Blue Cross 
Blue shield of 
massachusetts

Jack manning/
Boston Capital

Camrose & Kross

margot Connell  
and Family

Richard and nancy 
Donahue

Ted Hoff and 
Kathleen o’Connell

Clive F. Palmer

michael and 
elizabeth Perik

Richard and sally 
Phelps

shari e. Redstone

sumner m. Redstone

staples, inc.

Participating 
Partners

endeca    

iBm Corporation

With grAtitude to the supporters 
of the Access to A LegAcy Web  
And digitAL Archives initiAtive

Founding Partners

AT&T, inc.

emC Corp.

iron mountain, inc.

Raytheon Co.

(as of January 2011)



On December 1, 2010 John F. Kennedy New Frontier 
Award recipients Hector Balderas, Auditor of 
the State of New Mexico, and Lateefah Simon, 

Executive Director of the Lawyers’ Committee for Civil 
Rights of San Francisco, were honored by Caroline Kennedy 
at a reception and dinner ceremony at the Kennedy 
Presidential Library and Museum attended by more than 
250 guests. The ceremony was hosted by the Kennedy 
Library Foundation in partnership with Harvard’s Institute 
of Politics, which co-sponsors the New Frontier Awards. 
Ceremony guests included Foundation board members, high 
school students, students from the Institute of Politics, and 
a number of newly elected members of the U.S. Congress, 
who were in Cambridge to participate in an orientation  
program sponsored by the Institute of Politics.

“Tonight we honor Hector Balderas and Lateefah Simon, 
two remarkable young leaders on our own New Frontier,” 
said Caroline Kennedy, President of the John F. Kennedy 
Library Foundation and a member of the Senior Advisory 
Committee for Harvard’s Institute of Politics. “Hector and 
Lateefah demonstrate by example that the solutions to big 
problems often begin with one person who is willing to act. 
Hector Balderas is showing us how bold leadership can 
make state government work more effectively for its citizens. 
Lateefah Simon is giving hope to thousands of families who 
are struggling to overcome the challenges of poverty and 
discrimination. Hector and Lateefah embody the public 
values my father lived by, and their commitment to public 
service is making a difference for all of us.”

The John F. Kennedy New Frontier Awards were created 
by the John F. Kennedy Library Foundation and Harvard’s 
Institute of Politics to honor Americans under the age of  
40 who are changing their communities and the country 
with their commitment to public service. The awards are 
presented annually to two exceptional individuals whose 
contributions in elective office, community service, or  
advocacy demonstrate the impact and the value of public 
service in the spirit of John F. Kennedy. 

One of the New Frontier Awards honors an elected  
official whose work demonstrates the importance of elective 
service as a way to address a public challenge or challenges. 
This award, called the Fenn Award, is presented to a young 
elected official in honor of Dan Fenn, the Kennedy Library’s 
first director and a former member of President Kennedy’s 
staff. The other New Frontier Award honors an individual 
whose contributions in the realm of community service, 

advocacy or grassroots activism have had a positive impact 
on a broad public policy issue or challenge. 

HECTOR BALDERAS  
STATE AUDITOR, NEW MEXICO 

FENN AWARD RECIPIENT 

Hector Balderas, 37, was elected State Auditor of New Mexico 
in 2006, making him the youngest Hispanic statewide elected 
official in the United States at age 33. 

On taking office, Balderas worked to change the long-
standing perception among state agencies that their expenditures 
would go unexamined and that mistakes and misconduct 
would be allowed to slide. Despite a limited budget, a small 
staff, and widespread resistance from agen-
cies uncomfortable with having their books 
scrutinized, Balderas fought to create a  
culture of accountability in New Mexico. 

Soon after being sworn in as State 
Auditor, Balderas hired, for the first 
time, investigators dedicated 

Caroline Kennedy Honors Recipients of the  
John F. Kennedy New Frontier Award
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Caroline Kennedy with 2010 New Frontier Award recipients  
Hector Balderas and Lateefah Simon. 

To
m

 F
iT

zs
im

m
o

n
s

To
m

 F
iT

zs
im

m
o

n
s

New Frontier Award recipient,  
New Mexico State Auditor  
Hector Balderas.
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solely to handling complaints of fraud in state and local 
government. During his time as State Auditor, Balderas has 
expanded the fraud unit from one employee to eight, and 
has initiated hundreds of investigations into the potential 
misuse of taxpayer funds. Balderas also set up a fraud  
hotline and conducted numerous audits of suspected  
embezzlement and fraud by state and local employees. 

LATEEFAH SIMON  
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR, LAWYERS’ 
COMMITTEE FOR CIVIL RIGHTS OF  
THE SAN FRANCISCO BAY AREA 

Lateefah Simon, 33, has advocated tirelessly on behalf of 
communities of color, youth, and women since her teenage 
years. At age 15, she joined the Center for Young Women’s 
Development, an outreach organization led by young women 
to provide peer-to-peer support to at-risk girls and young 
women in San Francisco. Simon began as a volunteer and 
eventually became a staff member at the Center, where she 
worked to help homeless, low-income, and incarcerated 
young women transform and rebuild their lives. 

At 19, Simon was appointed Executive Director of the 
Center. During her 11-year tenure, the Center for Young 
Women’s Development grew into an organization with a  
$1.2 million budget serving approximately 3,500 women 
per year. Under Simon’s leadership, the Center also worked 
to influence public policy at the state and local levels, and 
expanded its violence prevention work. At 26, Simon won a 
MacArthur “Genius” Fellowship for her work with the Center. 

In 2009, Simon was appointed Executive Director of the 
Lawyers’ Committee for Civil Rights of the San Francisco 
Bay Area, which advocates for the legal rights of people of 
color, poor people, immigrants, and refugees. The Lawyers’ 
Committee for Civil Rights of San Francisco is an affiliate 
of the national Lawyers’ Committee for Civil Rights Under 
Law, a non-partisan organization created in 1963 at the 
request of President John F. Kennedy to engage the private 
bar in addressing racial discrimination. 

The 2010 John F. Kennedy New Frontier Awards 
Committee was chaired by David McKean, John F. Kennedy 
Library Foundation, and former U.S. Senator John C. 
Culver, Harvard’s Institute of Politics. Committee members 
are: Ranny Cooper, President & COO, Weber Shandwick 
Public Affairs and former Chief of Staff for Senator Edward 
M. Kennedy; Dan Fenn, former member of President John 
F. Kennedy’s staff and former Director of the John F. 
Kennedy Library; Tina Flournoy, Assistant to the President 
for Public Policy, American Federation of Teachers; 
Carol Fulp, Sr. Vice President, Brand Communications & 
Corporate Social Responsibility, John Hancock Financial 
Services; Vivien Li, Executive Director, The Boston Harbor 
Association; Kica Matos, Program Executive and head, U.S. 
Program, Reconciliation and Human Rights, The Atlantic 
Philanthropies and recipient, 2005 New Frontier Award; 
Rick Musiol, Chief of Staff, Massachusetts Senate President 
Therese Murray; The Honorable Doug Palmer, former 
Mayor, Trenton, NJ (1990-2010); Jim Ramstad, former 
Member, U.S. House of Representatives (R, MN - 03; 1991-
2009); and Barbara Souliotis, former State Director, Office 
of Senator Edward M. Kennedy.

Robert Hughes, a Kennedy Scholar at the Harvard School of Public  
Health, was one of several people asked to speak about the importance 
of public service during the New Frontier Award ceremony dinner.
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New Frontier Award 
recipient, Lateefah Simon, 
Executive Director of the 
Lawyers’ Committee for  
Civil Rights of the San 
Francisco Bay Area.
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A spirited gathering of the John F. Kennedy 
Library Foundation’s steadfast supporters 
joined Caroline Kennedy and Chairman of  

the Board, Kenneth Feinberg, for an evening honoring 
The President’s Council. The Foundation’s new 
Executive Director, Tom McNaught, spoke about  
the enduring ideals of President Kennedy in this 50th 
anniversary year and acknowledged the many mile-
stones the Foundation has marked along the way.  
The successful launch of the Digital Archive, and  
the national and local events honoring the JFK50  
campaign were made possible thanks to the generous 
donations from President’s Council members. The  
evening’s guests also enjoyed a special viewing of a 
newly-discovered draft of President John F. Kennedy’s 
Inaugural Address, which was recently donated to the 
Library’s archives.  

Established in 2003, The President’s Council  
recognizes the lead supporters of the John F. Kennedy 
Library Foundation whose annual sponsorship of 
$25,000 and above helps preserve and perpetuate 
President Kennedy’s legacy. While many members  
of the Council give generously to specific Foundation 
initiatives, such as our vital educational programs and 
public forums, we also encourage unrestricted gifts 
that will support our mission and allow the Foundation 
to respond to existing and emerging needs of the 
Kennedy Presidential Library and Museum.

2011 President’s Council Dinner Celebrates  
Foundation’s Lead Supporters 
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Kennedy Library Foundation Executive Director Tom McNaught, Board Member Clive 
Palmer, Roger Kennedy, and Foundation Chairman Emeritus Senator Paul G. Kirk, Jr. 

Nancy Friedman, Caroline Kennedy, Richard Friedman of Carpenter & Co., and  
Board Member Mars Child of Bingham McCutchen LLP.Kennedy Library Foundation Chairman 

Kenneth Feinberg, Caroline Kennedy and 
Alina Montes of Brown Brothers Harriman.

Pam and Tom Crohan of John Hancock Financial, Noreen McMahon of Citizens 
Financial Group, and Board Member James Brett, President and CEO of  
The New England Council.
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JOHN F. KENNEDY LIBRARY 
FOUNDATION PRESIDENT’S COUNCIL 
2010 – 2011 MEMBERS

AT&T, inc.
Bank of America
Peter and Kay Bernon
Best Buy
Bingham mcCutchen LLP
James and Janet Blanchard 
Blue Cross Blue shield  

of massachusetts
BnY mellon
Boeing
Boston Capital/Jack 

manning and Lyle Howland
The Boston Foundation
Boston Properties/ 

mort zuckerman
Brown Brothers Harriman 

& Co.
Camrose & Kross
Carnegie Corporation of 

new York
CBs Corporation
Citizens Financial Group, inc.
Comcast
Connell Limited 

Partnership/ 
margot C. Connell

Joan Ganz Cooney and 
Peter Peterson

nancy L. and Richard K. 
Donahue

The Durst Foundation
emC Corporation 
emD serono, inc.
Feinberg Rozen, LLP
Fidelity investments
Richard and nancy 

Friedman
General Dynamics 

Corporation
Agnes Gund
Harper Collins Publishers
Patrick and Carol 

Hemingway
Highland street Foundation
Ted Hoff and Kathleen 

o’Connell
John F. Kennedy irish 

Abroad Legacy Gift from 
the Government  
of ireland

iron mountain, inc.
ironshore insurance
John Hancock Financial
scott and Kathleen Kapnick
Howard and michele Kessler
Philip H. Knight
Henry R. Kravis
L-3 Communications
Liberty mutual Group
The Lowell institute
Peter and isabel malkin
mTV networks
national Amusements/ 

shari e. Redstone

news Corporation
nsTAR/Thomas and  

Donna may
ogilvy & mather Worldwide
Clive F. Palmer
michael and elizabeth Perik 
Richard and Lisa Perry
Richard and sally Phelps
Russell and norma Ramsey
Raytheon Company
David and Alice Rubenstein
schooner Foundation/ 

Vin Ryan and Carla meyer 
stephen schwarzman 
sony Corporation of 

America
staples, inc.
state street
suffolk Construction/ 

John Fish
Laurie Tisch
Viacom, inc.
Weil, Gotshal & manges LLP
David C. Weinstein 
Yawkey Foundation ii
Anonymous (2)

Media Sponsors

The Boston Globe
new england Cable news
WBUR
WCVB-TV

Ex-Officio

Caroline Kennedy, 
President 

Kenneth R. Feinberg, 
Chairman, Board  
of Directors

Jill Ker Conway, Chair, 
Development Committee

William H. swanson, 
Co-Chair, Development 
Committee

James Brett, Vice Chair, 
Development Committee

Gerard Doherty, Co-Chair, 
2011 may Dinner 

Robert Kraft, Co-Chair, 
2011 may Dinner 

Richard and sally Phelps, 
Co-Chairs, Victura Society

The Honorable Paul G. Kirk, 
Jr., Chairman emeritus

Tom mcnaught, executive 
Director, Kennedy Library 
Foundation

Tom Putnam, Director, 
John F. Kennedy 
Presidential Library  
and museum

(as of March 2011)

In celebration of Presidents’ Day, on February 21, 2011 the 
John F. Kennedy Presidential Library and Museum unveiled  
The President’s Desk, an interactive online module that allows 

students and other website visitors to sit virtually at President Kennedy’s 
Oval Office desk and explore several multi-media presentations of  
historic aspects of his life and administration. 

Library Director Tom Putman made the announcement in the  
Oval Office exhibit of the Museum before an exact replica of the 
HMS Resolute desk, made from the timbers of the British ship, and 
presented by Queen Victoria to President Rutherford Hayes in 1878. 
The desk disappeared from public view until Jacqueline Kennedy 
found it in the White House broadcast room and had it installed as 
the President’s desk on February 4, 1961. The HMS Resolute desk 
is still being used by President Obama. 

“I hope users will feel they are sitting at the President’s Desk them-
selves, and will be excited to bring history to life in this dynamic 
setting,” said Caroline Kennedy, President of the John F. Kennedy 
Library Foundation, in a statement announcing The President’s Desk. 
“My parents shared a love of history, and I know they would have 
enjoyed this exhibit themselves.” 

Putnam thanked IBM, Staples, Inc., and Shari E. Redstone for  
generously underwriting the development of the The President’s Desk, 
and acknowledged Foundation Board member Ted Hoff of IBM who 
was present for the announcement. 

With the launch of The President’s Desk at www.JFKLibrary.org, 
students of politics and history have the unique opportunity to learn 
about JFK’s experience in World War II, explore the Kennedy cam-
paign office, dial President Kennedy’s Oval Office phone, press the 
secret button to the White House taping system, flip through his daily 
schedule, sail the Victura around Cape Cod, browse through family 
photographs, and discover what it means to hold the highest office  
in the land. 

The homepage for The President’s Desk module is based on an archival 
image of President Kennedy’s Oval Office.

Take a Seat at  
the president’s desk



National Symphony Orchestra in the world premiere of Remembering JFK: An American Elegy. 
A special and surprise presentation was made by President Kennedy’s grandchildren Rose, 
Tatiana, and Jack Schlossberg who recited Robert Frost’s poem, “The Road Less Traveled.” 

The evening’s highlight was an  
opening address by President Barack 
Obama who paid tribute to the legacy  
of John F. Kennedy. 

“What I know of President Kennedy,” 
said President Obama, “came from a 
mother and grandparents who adored 
him; from books I read and classes I 
took; from growing up in a country still 
mourning its beloved leader, whose name 
was spoken with reverence…

“In this volatile America, this tinderbox of a world, President Kennedy led with a 
steadying hand, defusing the most perilous crisis of the Cold War without firing a single 
shot. Enforcing the rights of young black men and women to attend the university of 
their choice. Launching a corps of volunteers as ambassadors for peace in distant centers 
of the globe. Setting America’s sights on the moon, unwilling to lose the Space Race in 
the wake of Sputnik…

“The world is very different now than it was in 1961,” President Obama continued. “We 
face new trials and new uncertainties, from our economy to our security. We have a politics 
that can often seem too small for the hardships at hand. So meeting these tests won’t be easy. 
But we cannot forget, we are the heirs of this President, who showed us what is possible. 
Because of his vision, more people prospered; more people served; our union was made more 
perfect. Because of that vision, I can stand here tonight as President of the United States.”  

Nation’s Leaders Help Mark 50th 
Anniversary of JFK’s Inauguration
continued from p3

Words that  
Changed America

ON DECEMBER 8, Penguin 

Group Books published Words 

That Changed America – John F. 

Kennedy: The Inaugural Address. 

The book was conceived by 

Caroline Kennedy as a special  

edition book for high school  

students and young adults on 

President Kennedy’s inaugural 

Address. it features the entire  

inaugural address with an intro- 

duction by ms. Kennedy providing 

the historical context in which the 

speech was given. The book also 

includes major excerpts from 

President Kennedy’s Address to 

the nation on Civil Rights and his 

Commencement Address (“Peace 

speech”) at American University. 

The book was given as a gift by 

Comcast to guests who attended 

the reception in the Kennedy 

Caucus Room on January 20, 2011 

and by Bingham mcCutchen LLP  

to guests who attended the  

reception prior to the gala  

performance at the Kennedy 

Center for the Performing Arts  

on January 20, 2011.
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Diane Sawyer and Mike Nichols hosted The Presidency of John F. Kennedy: A 50th Anniversary 
Celebration Opening Concert at the Kennedy Center for the Performing Arts on January 20, 2011.
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“Because of [President Kennedy’s] 

vision, more people prospered; 

more people served; our union was 

made more perfect. Because of that 

vision, I can stand here tonight as 

President of the United States.” 

– President Obama 



THE JOHN F. KENNEDY Library Foundation salutes Comcast 

Corporation for inspiring students and teachers to answer 

President Kennedy’s call to public service. Comcast’s milestone 

gift of $2.2 million in monetary and in-kind support funds 

interactive media and a number of learning experiences for 

young leaders during the 2010 – 2013 50th anniversary period. 

Programs include the Student Leadership Conference for High 

School Students; the Make a Difference Award for Middle School 

Students; and programming related to the Kennedy Library 

Foundation’s New Frontiers Award, honoring young people whose 

contributions to their communities demonstrate the impact and 

value of public service in the spirit of John F. Kennedy.  

JFK ON DEMAND 

on January 14, 2011 Comcast launched “JFK 50 Years,” a 

nation-wide Video on Demand channel of archival footage 

of speeches, presidential debates, campaign commercials, 

Universal news reels, and major documentaries about the life 

and legacy of John F. Kennedy. in addition to highlights from 

the JFK Presidential Library film archive, important documentary 

films, including Charles Guggenheim’s “John F. Kennedy 1917-

1963,” were available on television for the first time. 

Comcast Boosts JFK50 Celebration

Leaders from the three institutions 
dedicated to the memory of John F. 
Kennedy have launched a fundraising 

drive to support the three-year celebration 
of the 50th Anniversary. Kennedy Library 
Foundation Board Chair Kenneth R. 
Feinberg joined David Rubenstein, Chair 
of the Kennedy Center for the Performing 
Arts, and Kenneth Duberstein, Senior 
Advisory Committee Member of Harvard 

University’s Institute of Politics, to lead 
the initiative, along with Kennedy Library 
Foundation President Caroline Kennedy 
and Board Member Edwin Schlossberg.  

David Rubenstein and his wife, Alice, 
made a lead gift of $1 million in November 
2010 to kickoff the JFK50 Initiative fund-
raising effort. 

“President Kennedy accomplished an 
extraordinary amount during his three 
years in office,” Rubenstein said. “I am 
eager to support efforts to remind my gen-
eration and younger generations about 
President Kennedy’s achievements.” 

To date, the combined effort has suc-
cessfully raised $5.5 million toward the 
$10 million goal, which will underwrite 
four cornerstone programs aimed at 
inspiring the next generation of citizens, 
community builders, and public servants. 
These programs are:

•  the Kennedy Library Digital Archives;
•  web-based experiences at JFK50.org to 

give younger generations tools to explore 
John F. Kennedy’s enduring ideals; 

•  exhibits and educational programs, 
including Jacqueline Kennedy: In Her 

Own Voice, opening Fall 2011, and 
Thirteen Days: The Cuban Missile 

Crisis, opening on the National Mall 
in October 2012; 

•  celebrations of key milestones in 
President Kennedy’s administration.

To learn more about how you can  
participate in the JFK50 Initiative, please 
contact Ariadne Valsamis, Vice President 
for Development at 617-514-1667 or  
ariadne.valsamis@jfklfoundation.org.

JFK50 Initiative 
Contributors

THE JOHN F. KENNEDY LIBRARY 

FOUNDATION is grateful for the 

extraordinary generosity of the dedicated 

philanthropists listed below whose gifts 

of $100,000 or more are upholding  

President Kennedy’s legacy:
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Caroline Kennedy and David Rubenstein, 
Chairman of the Kennedy Center for the 
Performing Arts.  
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JFK50 Initiative: A $10 Million Drive  
Celebrates 50th Anniversary

Bingham 
mcCutchen LLP

Boeing

Comcast

Kenneth R. Feinberg

Agnes Gund

scott and Kathleen 
Kapnick

Caroline Kennedy 
and edwin 
schlossberg

Henry R. Kravis

Jacqueline B. mars

ogilvy & mather

Clive F. Palmer

Peter Peterson 
and Joan Ganz 
Cooney

W. Russell and 
norma Ramsey

Raytheon Company

sumner m. 
Redstone

David and Alice 
Rubenstein

stephen 
schwarzman

state street 
Corporation

Anonymous

(as of March 2011)



Clive Palmer: Sharing President Kennedy’s Values  
with the World

Save America’s Treasures Grant to Preserve  
Jacqueline B. Kennedy Collection

Prominent Australian businessman and 
philanthropist Clive F. Palmer is a lead-
ing supporter of the John F. Kennedy 

Library Foundation and a new member of the 
Foundation’s Board of Directors. The Founder 
and Executive Chairman of Mineralogy Pty 
Ltd., Palmer serves as an adjunct professor of 
business at Deakin University in Australia, 
and as a member of the Australian National 
Party’s Central Council.  

“The legacy of President Kennedy and his 
family is one of service not only to the citizens 
of America but also to the world,” Professor 
Palmer said. “Caroline’s own service has made 
the Kennedy Library Foundation a beacon 
illuminating the way for future generations to 
serve their communities and inspiring future 
world leaders to make a difference.”

The Palmer family’s philanthropy has 
also supported the Kennedy Library’s 
diverse programming in a multitude of 
ways. Their most recent gift of $500,000 
supports the Access to a Legacy Web and 

Digital Archives initiative and builds on a 
2008 gift of $250,000 to launch the initia-
tive. “This is the communication tool of the 
next generation and it allows us to pass on 
and share the values dear to JFK’s heart,” 
Professor Palmer noted. 

In 2007 Professor Palmer made a cap-
stone gift of $2.2 Million to the Profile in 

Courage Trust, to honor political courage 
and dialogue among public figures, espe-
cially within the international community. 
His generous gifts ensure this dialogue will 
continue worldwide.

The John F. Kennedy Presidential 
Library has been awarded a  
prestigious $150,000 Save 

America’s Treasures grant from the U.S. 
Department of the Interior to preserve the 
Jacqueline B. Kennedy Papers housed at 
the Kennedy Library. The collection, 
recently donated by Caroline Kennedy, 
chronicles Mrs. Kennedy’s significant  
contributions to the nation’s cultural  
and historical heritage. 

“The Jacqueline Kennedy materials are 
among the Library’s greatest treasures,” 
said Tom Putnam, Director of the John 
F. Kennedy Presidential Library and 
Museum. “Conservation of this collection 
will safeguard thousands of previously 
unseen documents, artifacts, and photo-
graphs relating to Mrs. Kennedy. We are 
very grateful for this award.” 

The Save America’s Treasures grant 
will support a two-year project to address 
the preservation needs of threatened items 
from Mrs. Kennedy’s White House years, 
a collection of more than 50,000 pages  
of documents, 8,000 photos, and over  
70 scrapbooks. Special efforts will provide 
treatments for fragile scrapbooks chronicling 
her White House achievements, including  
the White House restoration project, 
her state trips abroad, and the 16 State 
Dinners she organized. 

The grant will provide new resources 
for the conservation, cleaning, and repair 
of the Collection and requires a dollar- 
for-dollar non-Federal matching share.  
For more information about the dollar- 
for-dollar needed matching gift, please 
contact Kristin Bonelli at the Kennedy 
Library Foundation at (617) 514-1659.
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Clive Palmer, Kennedy Library 
Foundation Board Member, and 
Founder and Executive Chairman  
of Mineralogy Pty Ltd.

President and Mrs. Kennedy at the 
dinner in honor of Andre Malraux, the 
Minister of State for Cultural Affairs 
of France, May 11, 1962.

R
U

ss
 C

A
m

PB
e

LL

R
o

B
e

R
T 

K
n

U
D

se
n



The Board of Directors and staff of the John F. 
Kennedy Library Foundation and the John F. 
Kennedy Presidential Library join the world’s  

citizens in mourning the loss of Robert Sargent Shriver Jr. 
who died on January 18, 2011. 

As a life-long public servant and civic leader, Shriver 
worked tirelessly to bring peace and dignity to people across 
the globe. Shriver’s commitment to service made him one  
of the most effective leaders of his brother-in-law John F. 
Kennedy’s New Frontier and Lyndon Johnson’s Great 
Society in the 1960s. 

During the celebration of the 50th anniversary of 
President Kennedy’s inauguration on January 20, 2011 
Caroline Kennedy paid tribute to her uncle, saying: “Sarge 
played a critical role in our family’s life and in my father’s 
administration. He embodied the ideal of public service that 
we celebrate today and made it real every day of his life in 
the Peace Corps, VISTA, Head Start, Legal Services, the 
Special Olympics, and most of all in his wonderful children – 
Bobby, Maria, Timmy, Mark, and Anthony. He was a loving, 
devout man who all his nieces and nephews adored. We will 
miss him but know that he has found even greater joy reunit-
ed with the love of his life, his extraordinary wife Eunice.” 

Later that evening at the Kennedy Center for the Arts, 
President Obama also honored Shriver in his remarks: 
“When a person passes away, there’s often an urge to define 
their legacy, and find a way in which it will endure. In the 
case of Sarge, that is not hard to do. His legacy is written  
in the villages around the world that have clean water or a 
new school through the Peace Corps. It’s written into the 
lives of all the children in our own country whose fortunes 
have been lifted through Head Start. And it will endure in the 

work of his children who are living out his legacy of service, 
and our thoughts and prayers are with them tonight.”

Sargent Shriver joined the Kennedy family in 1953 when 
he married Eunice Kennedy, John F. Kennedy’s sister. He 
quickly became an invaluable aid to his brother-in-law’s 
budding political career, coordinating crucial primary  
campaigns in Wisconsin and West Virginia during John F. 
Kennedy’s run for president. 

John F. Kennedy’s election led to what would become  
one of Shriver’s most important and long-lasting accomplish-
ments, the creation of the Peace Corps. Shriver was asked to 
work on a report about the feasibility of a volunteer corps 
that would work on projects in other countries. Shortly after 
receiving the report, President Kennedy signed the executive 
order establishing the Peace Corps. Shriver served as the 
Director of the Peace Corps from 1961 to 1966.

In addition to the Peace Corps, Shriver inspired, directed, 
or founded numerous social programs and organizations. 
He was also chosen to run the War on Poverty during 
Lyndon Johnson’s tenure as president. 

As a loyal and devoted friend of the Kennedy Library, 
Sargent Shriver will be remembered for all that he did over 
the years to carry forward the goals of President Kennedy 
here in America and throughout the world. His legendary 
idealism, creativity, extraordinary enthusiasm, and bottom-
less commitment to all those who need help the most will  
be deeply missed.
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Remembering  
Sargent Shriver

“His legacy is written in the villages around the 

world that have clean water or a new school 

through the Peace Corps. It’s written into the 

lives of all the children in our own country whose 

fortunes have been lifted through Head Start. 

And it will endure in the work of his children 

who are living out his legacy of service…”

– President Obama

Sargent Shriver leads eighty Ghana and Tanganyika Peace Corps 
Volunteers to the White House where President Kennedy gave 
them a personal sendoff, September 22, 1961. 
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On February 28, 2011 two Congressional Committees 
conducted a joint hearing in Washington, DC, focusing 
on the mission and future of our nation’s presidential 

libraries.  U.S. Representative John L. Mica (R-FL), Chairman 
of the House Committee on Transportation and Infrastructure, 
and U.S. Representative Darrell Issa (R-CA), Chairman of the 
Committee on Oversight and Government Reform, led the hear-
ing and received testimony from David Ferriero, Archivist of the 
United States; Tom Putnam, Director of the Kennedy Presidential 
Library and Museum; Duke Blackwood, Director of the Reagan 
Presidential Library; and Anna Eleanor Roosevelt, granddaugh-
ter of President Franklin D. Roosevelt and Chair of the Board of 
Directors of the Roosevelt Institute.  

The following is an excerpt from Putnam’s testimony:

Presidential libraries hold the memory of our nation. They are 

unique repositories that allow researchers and museum visitors 

an opportunity to experience first-hand the events that have 

shaped us as a people. Their educational programs create a more 

active and informed citizenry who understand the tenets of our 

political system. I believe that the current model works well,  

provides immeasurable benefits to our nation, and serves as  

a foundation of American democracy.  

One of the strengths of the present system is that it strikes the 

right balance between centralization and decentralization. Each 

Library is built in a location determined by the President and  

his family. When visiting them, one is immersed in locales like 

Independence, Abilene, and Grand Rapids in which the President 

lived and matured politically. Yet we are also guided by stan-

dards set by the National Archives that ensure our holdings are 

protected, our museums objective, and our access universal.

Presidential libraries often collaborate on shared initiatives like 

traveling exhibits, nationally televised conferences, and interactive 

web-based timelines where students can learn about a particular 

historical topic. Here not only can they hear the words of 

Presidents Kennedy and Reagan at the Berlin Wall, they can also 

learn of the quiet diplomacy President George Herbert Walker 

Bush engaged in – after the wall fell – in uniting that divided land.  

Today young people from all corners of the globe come to the 

Kennedy Library in Boston. They have often already visited the 

battlefields of Lexington and Concord. In our museum they then 

listen to JFK’s inaugural address in which he states that “we are 

heirs of that first revolution and that the beliefs for which our 

forebears fought are still at issue around the globe.” My col-

leagues and I feel honored to share these famous thousand days 

in U.S. history with students from throughout the globe – as they 

search to understand the history of our nation and our world – 

and look to make their mark upon it. This is why we undertake 

to preserve and provide access to these priceless historical treasures 

– for their unique ability to unite us as a country and a people 

and to serve as the foundation on which new generations will 

build our future democracy.

Congress Holds Hearing on Presidential Libraries
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New Senior Staff at the Kennedy Library and Foundation

ARIADNE VALSAMIS NAMED VP OF DEVELOPMENT

A familiar and gracious face at the Kennedy 
Library, Ariadne Valsamis was recently promoted 
to Vice President for Development for the John 
F. Kennedy Library Foundation. ms. Valsamis 
oversees the Foundation’s philanthropic part-
nerships and fund development strategy. she 
is working closely with Board Chairman Ken 

Feinberg and Development Committee Co-Chairs Jill Ker Conway 
and Bill swanson to develop a long-range fundraising plan to sup-
port the Kennedy Library, its programming, and its global relevance. 
Prior to the Foundation, ms. Valsamis held public affairs positions at 
Harvard University and at the American Civil Liberties Union.

NEW CHIEF ARCHIVIST TAKES REINS

This past fall the John F. Kennedy Presidential 
Library and museum welcomed Karen Adler 
Abramson as Chief Archivist of the vast col-
lection of historical papers and materials 
housed at the Kennedy Library. ms. Abramson 
comes to the Library from Brandeis University, 
where she directed its Archives and special 

Collections Department. Her responsibilities as Chief Archivist 
of the Kennedy Library include supervising the textual archives, 
audiovisual archives, declassification program, Hemingway 
archives, and reference service as well as performing the full 
range of archival duties.

The John F. Kennedy Presidential Library and Museum is one of  
thirteen presidential libraries administered by the National Archives  
and Records Administration. 
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On Presidents’ Day, the Kennedy 
Library welcomed historians, 
journalists, and members of the 

Kennedy Administration for a special 50th 
anniversary conference on President John 
F. Kennedy’s place in our nation’s history. 
The half-day event attracted a capacity 
crowd who attended three panels featuring: 
Richard K. Donahue, assistant to President 
John F. Kennedy from 1960-1963; Roger 
Wilkins, assistant attorney general under 
President Lyndon B. Johnson; Harris 

Wofford, special assistant to John F. 
Kennedy and chairman of the Subcabinet 
Group on Civil Rights in 1960; historians 
Thurston Clarke, Richard Reeves, Ellen 
Fitzpatrick, Sally Bedell Smith, and Ted 
Widmer; and journalists Jonathan Alter, 
Matt Bai, Gwen Ifill, and Tom Oliphant. 
Caroline Kennedy was prevented from 
attending as planned due to inclement 
weather, but made welcoming remarks  
by phone that were warmly received by 
the overflow audience.

Retrospective on Kennedy Presidency Held on Presidents’ Day

Matt Bai of The New York Times speaks with Gwen 
Ifill of PBS’ Washington Week and The NewsHour 
during the last panel featuring journalists. 

Historian Richard Reeves reflects on John F. 
Kennedy’s presidency.

On March 2, 2011 Kennedy Library Director Tom 
Putnam moderated a panel discussion titled “John F. 
Kennedy and Civil Rights: Fifty Years After” at his  

alma mater, Princeton University. Putnam was joined by three  
fellow alumni who played noteworthy roles in the Civil Rights 
movement in the 1960s: John Doar, Nicholas Katzenbach, and 
Harrison Jay Goldin. Doar served as assistant attorney general  
for the Civil Rights Division of the U.S. Department of Justice in 
the 1960s, Katzenbach drafted the 1964 Civil Rights Act during 
his time as U.S. attorney general in the Johnson administration, 
and Goldin served as an attorney in the Department of Justice 
Office of Civil Rights in the Kennedy administration. The panelists 
shared anecdotes that shed light on the tumultuous and tense 
decade they helped shape to a crowd of roughly 200 people. 
During the event, Putnam described the three speakers as  
“heroes of our time.” 

Library Director Moderates Civil Rights Forum at Princeton

Kennedy Library Director Tom Putnam speaks during the discussion 
of John F. Kennedy’s role in the struggle for Civil Rights at Princeton 
University on March 2, 2011. 
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Roger Wilkins and 
Richard K. Donahue 
share a laugh while 
looking back on John F. 
Kennedy’s presidency.



 

The Board of Directors and staff of the John F. Kennedy Library 
Foundation and the John F. Kennedy Presidential Library mourn the 
loss of their esteemed colleague Theodore C. Sorensen, who died on 

October 31, 2010.
Upon his passing, Caroline Kennedy said: “Ted Sorensen was a wonderful 

friend and counselor, not just to my father but to all of our family. His partner-
ship with President Kennedy helped bring justice to our country and peace to 
our world. I am grateful for his guidance, his generosity of spirit and the  
special time he took to teach my children about their grandfather.”

Ted Sorensen linked the legacy of President Kennedy to the present and 
beyond. For a decade, he served as policy advisor, legal counsel, and speech-
writer to Senator and then President Kennedy. As one of the architects of the 
New Frontier, he and President Kennedy proved many times over that the pen 
was indeed mightier than the sword. 

President Kennedy said of his friend and counselor, “Ted Sorensen has been 
an astute and sensitive collaborator in the presidential enterprise. He has isolated  
the elements in presidential decision with great perception and precision.”

Sorensen was involved in every presidential decision on all the greatest 
issues of the day, from the Cuban Missile Crisis to the framing of the nation’s 
civil rights legislation to the decision to go to the moon. And he worked  
tirelessly at President Kennedy’s side through all of those moments at that 

brief, complex, and shining 
time. When it was over, he 
wrote the monumental biog-
raphy Kennedy which became 
an international best seller and 
remains the standard against 
which other studies of the 
Kennedy presidency are often 
measured. He went on to link 
the legacy of John F. Kennedy 
to the challenges of the 21st 
century by both his integrity 
and his eloquence.

Ted Sorensen was a frequent 
and treasured speaker in the 

Kennedy Library Forum series, delighting forum-goers with his quick wit and 
sharp insight into the presidency of John F. Kennedy. He was also a founding 
member of the John F. Kennedy Profile in Courage Award Committee on 
which he served from 1990 to 1997. As a guiding force, he helped make the 
Profile in Courage Award the nation’s most prestigious award in government, 
honoring the legacy of President Kennedy who believed that politics is a  
noble profession, and who admired most those public servants who have 
made courageous decisions of conscience without regard for the personal or 
professional consequences.

The Kennedy Library and Foundation are forever grateful for his guidance 
and his generosity of spirit. His eloquence in articulating the ideals that this 
country holds dear will be deeply missed.

Remembering Theodore C. Sorensen

Ted Sorensen with Senator John F. Kennedy  
in June 1959.

TED SORENSEN was a devoted friend 

to the Kennedy Presidential Library  

and museum and the Kennedy Library 

Foundation. in 1987, Ted and his wife, 

Gillian, established the Theodore C. 

Sorensen Research Fund at the Kennedy 

Library Foundation. This fund provides  

fellowships to encourage new scholarship 

using the Library’s extensive documentary 

resources. With a generous bequest made 

through his estate plan, sorensen continued 

his commitment to the Kennedy legacy and 

to ongoing learning with a special gift to 

benefit the sorensen Fund. The Kennedy 

Presidential Library and the Kennedy  

Library Foundation extend their sincerest 

gratitude to mr. and mrs. sorensen for  

their dedicated support.

if you have included the Kennedy Library 

Foundation in your estate plans or would  

like to learn how to do so, please contact 

Amy Goldman, Planned Giving Advisor  

at 617-514-1532 or at amy.goldman@ 

jfklfoundation.org. We look forward to  

welcoming those individuals and families 

who have included the Kennedy Library 

Foundation in their estate plans to the 

Victura society.
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A Victura Society 
Spotlight: Theodore 
and Gillian Sorensen

Ted Sorensen was a frequent and treasured 
speaker in the Kennedy Library Forum series. 
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Kennedy Library Forums

A Conversation with Supreme Court Justices, December 13, 2010 

Justices Sandra Day O’Connor and David Souter discuss the importance  
of civic education to a democratic society. Linda Greenhouse, a Pulitzer-
Prize-winning New York Times reporter and a Senior Fellow at Yale Law 
School, moderated. 

Ask What You Can Do For Your Country, February 3, 2011  

Alan Khazei (right), co-founder of City Year in Boston, discusses his new 
book, Big Citizenship: How Pragmatic Idealism Can Bring Out The Best In 
America with David Gergen, a professor at Harvard University’s Kennedy 
School of Government.

Edmund Morris on Theodore 
Roosevelt, February 6, 2011 

Pulitzer Prize-winning author Edmund 
Morris reads from the final volume  
of his trilogy, Colonel Roosevelt, 
chronicling the last ten years of 
Theodore Roosevelt’s life. Pulitzer 
Prize-winning Boston Globe writer 
Mark Feeney moderated.

To
m

 FiTzsim
m

o
n

s

Lyrics as Literature: In Partnership with PEN New England, February 11, 2011 

Songwriter Paul Simon treats forum-goers to a preview of his new music during a  
discussion about how the art of writing lyrics is a form of literature. Forum speakers  
also included Pulitzer Prize-winner for poetry Paul Muldoon and writer Bill Flanagan.

A Conversation with Condoleezza Rice, October 28, 2010 

Former Secretary of State Condoleezza Rice discusses  
her new book, Extraordinary, Ordinary People: A Memoir 
of Family. Ambassador Nicholas Burns moderated. 

To
m

 F
iT

zs
im

m
o

n
s

To
m

 F
iT

zs
im

m
o

n
s

To
m

 F
iT

zs
im

m
o

n
s

To
m

 F
iT

zs
im

m
o

n
s

A Conversation with Justice  
Stephen Breyer, September 29, 2010 

Justice Stephen Breyer discusses his 
new book, Making Our Democracy 
Work: A Judge’s View. Jeffrey Toobin, 
New Yorker writer and author of The 
Nine: Inside the Secret World of the 
Supreme Court, moderated.
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50th Anniversary of the Kennedy/Nixon Debate, 
September 22, 2010 

Veteran journalist Russell Baker (above, left) 
reflects on the first Kennedy/Nixon  
presidential debate with moderator  
Tom Oliphant (above, right). Panelists  
for the forum included Kennedy  
advisors Ted Sorensen and William 
Wilson; Sander Vanocur (right),  
one of the questioners at  
the first debate; and  
Marty Nolan, one of  
the journalists who  
covered the debate.

50th Anniversary of JFK’s speech to the Greater 
Houston Ministerial Association, September 12, 2010 

Moderator Chris Matthews (right), host of MSNBC’s 
Hardball, examines the intersection of religion 
and politics from 1960 to today. Panelists 
included James Carroll, Boston Globe 
columnist; Shaun Casey, author of 
The Making of a Catholic President: 
Kennedy vs. Nixon 1960; and E.J. 
Dionne, Washington Post columnist.
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Kennedy Library Forums

50th Anniversary Forum Series

ELEW Concert, September 16, 2010 

Piano iconoclast ELEW, who has pioneered a thunderous new style of  
playing that he calls Rockjazz, lights up the stage during his performance  
at the Kennedy Library. The forum was held in recognition of President  
and Mrs. Kennedy’s commitment to the arts.

Rosalynn Carter on the Mental Health Crisis, November 7, 2010 

Former First Lady Rosalynn Carter discusses her new book, Within 
Our Reach: Ending the Mental Health Crisis. Dr. Peter Kramer, 
professor of psychiatry at Brown University and author of Listening 
to Prozac, moderated.
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In honor of the 50th anniversary of John F. Kennedy’s administration, the Kennedy Library is hosting a 
series of forums over the next three years focusing on historic moments in his campaign and presidency. 
Recent events in this series are highlighted below.

50th Anniversary of the 
Peace Corps, March 3, 2011  

Former Peace Corps volun-
teers Joe Kennedy III and 
Elaine Jones share their  
memories of serving and  
how the experience changed 
their lives. Peace Corps alumni 
Sarah Chayes and Paul 
Theroux also participated in 
the forum. Stanley Meisler, 
author of When the World 
Calls: The Inside Story  
of the Peace Corps and Its 
First Fifty Years, moderated.  
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An Afternoon with Garrison 
Keillor, December 5, 2010  

Garrison Keillor makes a  
case for why humor is  
fundamental to  
American life.

Queen Noor on Nuclear Disarmament, November 21, 2010  

Her Majesty Queen Noor of Jordan (below), a founding leader 
of Global Zero, makes remarks at a forum discussing nuclear 
disarmament. She was joined at the forum by Jonathan Schell, 
author of The Fate of the Earth, and Graham Allison, a professor 
at Harvard University’s Kennedy School of Government.

Stay Connected

Connect with the Kennedy Library 

on-line to get the latest information 

on new Museum exhibits, Kennedy 

Library Forums, special events, and  

programs for children at the Kennedy 

Presidential Library and Museum.

•  Find the Kennedy Library on 

Facebook, Twitter, and YouTube.

•  Download podcasts of some  

of President Kennedy’s most  

iconic speeches. 

•  Sign up for Kennedy Library eNews 

to get all of the latest Library news 

right in your inbox. 

Go to www.jfklibrary.org for direct 

links to all of these pages.

W i t h  g e n e r o u s  s u p p o r t  f r o m
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A Conversation with Charlie Gibson, December 9, 2010 

Former ABC World News anchor Charlie Gibson discusses 
the increasing polarization of the media with Callie Crossley, 
host of WGBH’s The Callie Crossley Show.

Watch Forums LIVE On-Line

The Kennedy Library is now 

broadcasting all Kennedy Library 

Forums live on our website. Go  

to www.jfklibrary.org/webcast. 

Voting Rights in the Kennedy Years, November 29, 2010 

Judge Gordon A. Martin discusses his new book Count Them One by One: Black Mississippians 
Fighting for the Right to Vote with journalist Carole Simpson. Judge Martin was joined by John 
Doar, who worked for the Justice Department under Attorney General Robert F. Kennedy and 
successfully tried the 1962 court case that resulted in one of the first victories for voting rights  
in the South.
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On February 24, 2011 crowds of young visitors came to the Kennedy 
Library for its first-ever Presidents’ Family Festival Day. Featuring 
performances by presidential re-enactors, tales about White House 

pets, make-and-take art activities, a gallery presentation on JFK and the story 
of the PT-109, and the “You be the President” on-camera interactive, the 
Kennedy Library was brought to life in new ways for all ages. 

Hundreds of children visiting while on school vacation enjoyed constructing 
President Lincoln-inspired top hats; designing White House china and testing 
their dining etiquette skills; and trying on 18th-century clothing while learning 
about doing laundry from Abigail Adams. Additional highlights of the day 
included visits by Abraham Lincoln (played by Fritz Klein) and Theodore 
Roosevelt (played by Gib Young), a special presentation of the Love 

Letters of John and Abigail Adams (played by Thomas Macy and Patricia 
Bridgman), a discussion of 
the Wackiest White House 

Pets with author Kathryn 
Gibbs Davis, a make-your-
own sundae bar, and a 

curator-led tour of the 
museum’s two  

special exhibits.

President Lincoln is joined by a young look-alike 
at the Kennedy Library’s Family Festival Day.

Family Festival Day participants pose with President 
Theodore Roosevelt at the Kennedy Library. 

A
LL PH

o
To

s B
Y R

U
ss C

A
m

PB
e

LL 

Family Festival Day Delights Visitors


