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In early March of 1964, still deeply 
grieving the loss of John Fitzgerald 
Kennedy, Jacqueline Bouvier 

Kennedy sat down with historian  
Arthur M. Schlesinger Jr. to record the 
first of seven interviews taped over three 
months and totaling eight-and-a-half 
hours. Intended for deposit at the John 
F. Kennedy Presidential Library and 
Museum—not yet in existence at the 
time—Mrs. Kennedy’s conversations 
were part of a wide-ranging oral-history 
project that captured the recollections 
and reflections of those closest to 
President Kennedy. These conversations 
remained strictly sealed in accordance 
with Mrs. Kennedy’s wishes until this 
year—the 50th anniversary of President 
Kennedy’s administration. 

On September 14, 2011 the publishing 
house Hyperion, in association with the 
John F. Kennedy Presidential Library and 
Museum, released Jacqueline Kennedy: 

Historic Conversations on Life with 

John F. Kennedy, the transcribed  
content and audio of the never-before-
heard interviews. Featuring a poignant 
foreword by Caroline Kennedy, and  
an introduction and annotations by  
presidential historian Michael Beschloss, 
the publication reveals an exciting and 

heretofore unknown side of this former 
First Lady. Through her own words— 
her depth, her flashes of wit, and her 
love and belief in her husband—the  
public is given a new image of 
Jacqueline Kennedy that enriches our 
understanding of and appreciation for 
her role in our country’s history.

To mark the release of Mrs. Kennedy’s 
oral history, on October 3, 2011 the 
Kennedy Library hosted Caroline 
Kennedy along with Beschloss, former 
White House assistant to President 
Kennedy Richard K. Donahue, and  
historian Ted Widmer for a forum  
discussion of these historic recordings.

Historic Conversations with Jacqueline Kennedy Opened
“It took a good deal of courage for my mother to be as honest as she was, but her own reading of the 

chronicles of the past convinced her that future generations would benefit from her commitment to tell the 

truth as she saw it. It wasn’t easy but she felt that she was doing this for my father’s sake, and for history.”  

– Caroline Kennedy, October 3, 2011
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P6Digital Archive

Space Tapes 
Declassified

23rd Annual  
May Dinner

As we COntinue tO mArK tHe 50tH  
AnniversAry of the presidency of John F. 
Kennedy, I want to take this opportunity to 
acknowledge and thank those of you who have 
played such a vital role in our mission of promoting 
and perpetuating the ideals of President Kennedy.

Our work at the Kennedy Presidential Library 
is truly a public/private partnership. Because of 
your generosity, and the outpouring of public sup-
port that sustains our work, we are recognized as 
a national model of how citizen participation can 
make a difference.

Built with the private donations from Americans 
across the country and citizens around the world, 
the Library was deeded to the American people 
in 1979 to be owned and operated by the federal 
government of the United States.

And while the National Archives, Congress, and 
American taxpayers have provided critical resources 
to the Kennedy Presidential Library since then, 
many of our major accomplishments and ground-
breaking initiatives would not have been possible 
without your additional financial support.

In the last year alone, the Kennedy Library 
Foundation raised more than $7.5 million in  
private donations to sustain and expand the work 
of the Kennedy Presidential Library and Museum.

Your financial support, and that of major  
corporations and underwriters, made it possible 
for the Library to launch the historic online  
digital archives, providing global access to President 
Kennedy’s personal papers, artifacts, photographs, 
film, and audio recordings. Because of this unprec-
edented initiative—the largest of its kind by any 
presidential library—students, teachers, researchers, 
and members of the public with an interest in  
mid-20th-century American history need only an 
Internet connection to access unfiltered material 
from the Kennedy Library’s collection. 

Your donations have enabled us to hire  
additional educators that the Library could not  
otherwise afford; to hire additional archivists to 
scan, digitize, and catalogue the historical records 
of this critical time in history; to present free  
public forums with prominent Americans including  
President Jimmy Carter, author Stephen King, 
and former Supreme Court Justices Sandra Day 
O’Connor and David Souter; to honor national 
and international leaders with the Profile in 

Courage Award; to be at the forefront in using 
social media to reach new audiences; and to  
develop award-winning websites that bring the 
legacy of John F. Kennedy to a global audience. 

President Kennedy was admired as much for 
what he asked of Americans as for what he did for 
them while in office. With the rights of American 
citizenship, he said, came responsibilities. And in his 
Inaugural Address, President Kennedy made it clear 
that in order for our democracy to work, it was 
incumbent upon all of us to ask what we could do to 
help it succeed. Now, 50 years later, it is our obliga-
tion to find new ways to communicate this message 
to younger Americans and impress upon them that 
the torch has been passed to their generation.

Because you give back, because you support  
the fact that government funding can’t do it alone, 
and that our democracy can’t be effective without 
the full participation of its citizens, the John F. 
Kennedy Presidential Library has become—and 
will continue to be—a national treasure.

Thank you for all you have done, and continue 
to do, in support of our mission. Thank you for 
making a difference.

Sincerely,

 
 
Tom McNaught 
Executive Director
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wHAt’s inside
Kennedy Library Foundation executive director tom 
mcnaught with Kennedy Library director tom Putnam.
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north Carolina school Board member and egyptian Activist 
Honored with John F. Kennedy Profile in Courage Award

Elizabeth Redenbaugh, a New Hanover County, North 
Carolina School Board member who stood up against 
what she perceived as racial segregation in school 

redistricting plans, and Wael Ghonim and the people of Egypt, 
whose courageous demand for democratic reform inspired 
similar movements across the Middle East, were presented the 
prestigious John F. Kennedy Profile in Courage Award™ by 
Caroline Kennedy at the John F. Kennedy Presidential Library 
on May 23, 2011.  

“This year our honorees come from different parts of  
the world, but they each embody my father’s belief that 
one person of courage makes a majority,” said Caroline 
Kennedy, President of the John F. Kennedy Library 
Foundation. “Their very different careers demonstrate the 
power of citizen engagement both at home and around 
the world. Individual acts of conscience can keep us true 
to our shared values as Elizabeth Redenbaugh did when 
she stood up for the right of all children to have a shot at 
the American dream. And Wael Ghonim’s moral outrage 
sparked a revolution that broke down the barriers of  
isolation and fear, and empowered thousands to seek a  
democratic future for themselves and their children. On  
the 50th anniversary of President Kennedy’s administration,  
I can think of no better tribute than to honor these two  
outstanding profiles in courage.”

eLiZABetH redenBAuGH, sCHOOL BOArd memBer, 
new HAnOver COunty, nOrtH CArOLinA

Elizabeth Redenbaugh, first elected to the New Hanover 
County School Board in 2008, stood in opposition to her 

Republican colleagues against a redistricting plan that she 
feared would lead to socioeconomic and racial segregation 
of the county’s middle schools. Redenbaugh’s courageous 
dissent came amid a passionate and protracted community  
debate. The controversial redistricting measure ultimately  
passed by a four to three vote of the school board; Redenbaugh 
subsequently opposed the board’s decision to certify to state 
authorities that the county had not increased segregation of 
schools on the basis of race or socioeconomic status.

wAeL GHOnim And tHe PeOPLe OF eGyPt

Wael Ghonim received the John F. Kennedy Profile in 
Courage Award in the name of the people of Egypt. 
Ghonim, a former marketing executive for Google, anony-
mously launched a Facebook page that played a key role in 
organizing the protests that would eventually result in the 
ouster of former Egyptian President Hosni Mubarak. As the 
protests grew in size and intensity, Ghonim was arrested 
and held captive for 12 days by Egyptian security forces.  

2011 Profile in Courage Award honoree 
Elizabeth Redenbaugh at the awards ceremony.

Wael Ghonim accepts the 2011 Profile in Courage Award 
from Caroline Kennedy on behalf of the people of Egypt.
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His emotional appearance on Egyptian television shortly after  
his release further galvanized the protest movement. But he 
insisted that the democracy movement in Egypt was greater 
than any one individual. “I’m not a hero,” he said. “The 
heroes, they’re the ones who were in the street, who took  
part in the demonstrations, sacrificed their lives, were 

beaten, arrested, and exposed to danger.” The 2011 Profile  
in Courage Award was presented to Wael Ghonim in honor 
of all Egyptians who stood up, at great personal risk, for  
the principles of democracy and self-governance.  

The John F. Kennedy Profile in Courage Award™ is presented 
annually to public servants who have made courageous  
decisions of conscience without regard for the personal 

or professional consequences. The award is named for 
President Kennedy’s 1957 Pulitzer Prize-winning book, 
Profiles in Courage, which recounts the stories of  

eight U.S. senators who risked their careers, incurring 
the wrath of constituents or powerful interest 
groups, by taking principled stands for  
unpopular positions. 

For more information about the Profile  
in Courage Awards, past recipients, and  
to read the acceptance speeches of the  
2011 recipients, visit our website—  
www.jfklibrary.org. 
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John F. Kennedy Profile in Courage Award
continued from P3

Profile in Courage Award Committee 

Albert r. Hunt, Chairman 
Executive Washington Editor,  
Bloomberg News

thad Cochran  
U.S. Senator (R-Mississippi)

donna F. edwards  
U.S. Congresswoman (D-Maryland)

Kenneth r. Feinberg 
Chairman, John F. Kennedy Library 
Foundation

Lindsey O. Graham  
U.S. Senator (R-South Carolina)

Antonia Hernandez 
President and CEO, California 
Community Foundation

elaine Jones 
Former Director-Counsel, NAACP Legal 
Defense and Education Fund

Caroline Kennedy 
President, John F. Kennedy Library 
Foundation

Paul G. Kirk Jr. 
Former U.S. Senator (D-Massachusetts) 
Chairman Emeritus, John F. Kennedy 
Library Foundation

martha minow 
Dean and Jeremiah Smith Jr.  
Professor of Law, Harvard Law School 

shari redstone 
President, National Amusements, Inc.

John seigenthaler 
Founder, Freedom Forum First Amendment 
Center at Vanderbilt University

david m. shribman 
Executive Editor, Pittsburgh Post-Gazette

Olympia snowe  
U.S. Senator (R-Maine)

Patricia m. wald 
Former Judge, International Criminal 
Tribunal for the Former Yugoslavia

Caroline Kennedy with 2011 Profile in 
Courage Award honorees Elizabeth 
Redenbaugh and Wael Ghonim.
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Kevin Kay, a junior at Walt 
Whitman High School  
in Bethesda, Maryland, was 

honored by Caroline Kennedy during 
the May 23, 2011 Profile in Courage 
Award ceremony for his first-place 
entry in the John F. Kennedy Profile 
in Courage Award Essay Contest for 
high school students. Kay received a 
$10,000 award for his prize-winning 
essay on Florida State Representative 
John B. Orr Jr.

The annual Profile in Courage 
Essay Contest invites students from 
across the nation to write an essay 
on the political courage of a U.S. 
elected official. This year, 2,002 stu-
dents submitted essays from all fifty 
states and Washington, D.C. United 
States citizens studying in Canada, 
Guam, and France also participated. 

In Kay’s winning essay, “The 
Forgotten Floridian: John B. Orr 
Jr.”, he profiles civil rights advo-
cate John Orr who, as a freshman 
Florida State Representative in 
1956, courageously challenged his 
state’s resistance to school integra-
tion. Kay describes how two years 
after the highest court in the nation 
mandated the integration of public 
schools, Florida Governor LeRoy Collins proposed a series of bills that would “circum-
vent the Supreme Court’s Brown ruling.” Eighty-nine legislators approved the first of the 
bills; Representative John B. Orr Jr. stood alone against the measure. Kay wrote, “… Orr 
addressed a hushed and tense chamber to justify his dissent. ‘I believe that segregation is 
morally wrong,’ he professed. ‘I believe that second-class citizens are repugnant to  
democratic principles. The fact that the custom is of long standing makes it no less wrong.’” 

Kay received a $5,000 cash award from the John F. Kennedy Library Foundation 
which was matched with $5,000 from John Hancock Financial to be contributed to  
a John Hancock Freedom 529 College Savings Plan. His nominating teacher, Colin 
O’Brien, received a John F. Kennedy Public Service Grant in the amount of $500 to  
be used for school projects that encourage student leadership and civic engagement.

maryland High school student  
wins national John F. Kennedy  
Profile in Courage essay Contest

2011 Essay Contest winner Kevin Kay with Caroline 
Kennedy at the 2011 Profile in Courage Awards.

Carol Fulp of John Hancock Financial with Kevin Kay.
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senator Kennedy’s 
Papers deeded to  
JFK Library

in mAy 2011 Senator Paul G. Kirk 

Jr., Edward M. Kennedy Jr. and 

Chief Archivist of the United States 

David Ferriero signed a deed 

donating the Senatorial records of 

Edward M. Kennedy to the John F. 

Kennedy Presidential Library. The 

historic gift spans Senator Kennedy’s 

47 years in the United States 

Senate and doubles the size of the 

Kennedy Library’s holdings.  

The Edward M. Kennedy Papers—

comprising approximately 10,000 

cubic feet of material—cover the 

years 1962 to 2009 and focus  

primarily on Senator Kennedy’s 

long career in politics. The collec-

tion includes correspondence, 

administrative files, press releases, 

campaign files, telephone logs, 

speeches, photographs and moving 

images, artifacts, and other holdings. 

The materials address a range of 

political topics including foreign 

policy, domestic policy and legisla-

tion, the judiciary, labor, healthcare, 

and defense.

Archival staff will begin to inventory 

the collection in 2012, an activity 

that will likely take several years to 

complete before full processing of 

the materials can begin in earnest.
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Senator Edward M. Kennedy at the John 
F. Kennedy Presidential Library.
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T he JFK Presidential 
Library’s “Access to 
a Legacy” project has 

placed the institution at the  
forefront of the digitization efforts 
within the National Archives and 
its presidential library system.

Of major interest is the 
White House Photograph 
Collection. In the months  
following the historic opening  
of the Kennedy Library’s digital 
archives, an additional 5,000 
archival photographs have been 
scanned, catalogued, and made 
available online. These images, 
along with the 1,500 photo-
graphs published with the  
initial launch in January 2011, 
document President Kennedy’s 
first year in office.   

The photographs now online illustrate day-to-day activities in the White House during 
1961 and cover historic events including the performance by legendary cellist Pablo Casals 
at the White House and President and Mrs. Kennedy’s trips to Puerto Rico, Venezuela, 
and Colombia.

In addition to the photograph collection, the archives feature approximately 200,000 
pages; 300 reels of audio tape, containing more than 1,245 individual recordings of  
telephone calls, speeches, and meetings; 300 museum artifacts; and 72 reels of film.

I n August 2011 the Society of American 
Archivists (SAA) awarded the Kennedy Library 
the prestigious C.F.W. Coker Award for its 

innovative work in creating online finding aids as 
part of its new digital archives.

“The John F. Kennedy Presidential Digital 
Archive and the ‘Access to a Legacy’ project are 
models for archival repositories interested in 
large-scale digitization and description projects,” 
said the SAA Awards Committee. 

thousands of new Photos Added  
to digital Archive

Library wins Award for digital Archive 
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President John F. Kennedy and First Lady Jacqueline Kennedy 
arrive in Bogotá, Colombia on December 17, 1961.

Former Secret Service Agent Clinton 
Hill meets with digital archivists at the 
Kennedy Library.

First Lady’s secret 
service Agent  
Aids Cataloguers 

One OF tHe CHALLenGes for 

archivists in the photo digitization 

process is to identify the people  

featured in each photograph. 

Metadata cataloguers at the 

Kennedy Library spend hours 

matching images with archival 

schedules and other resources, 

attempting to figure out who’s 

who. Recently, they were fortunate 

to have a visit from Clinton Hill, 

Mrs. Kennedy’s Secret Service 

Agent, who graciously reviewed 

White House photographs and 

provided names for a number of 

people who are seen regularly,  

but have remained unknown— 

until now! 

President Kennedy 
at an Alliance for 
Progress ceremony 
at Techo Housing 
Project, Bogotá, 
Colombia on 
December 17, 1961.
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The John F. Kennedy Presidential Library’s 
interactive anniversary website, JFK50.org, 
has been honored with two prestigious 

awards since its launch.
In May 2011, the American Association of 

Museums awarded its gold MUSE Award to  
JFK50.org in the Education and Outreach category. 
The MUSE awards honor institutions which use 
scholarship, innovation, creativity, and inclusiveness 
in digital media to enhance the museum experience. 

This past fall, the W³ Awards announced  
JFK50.org as the gold winner in their General 
Education category. The W³ Awards honor creative 
excellence on the web, and recognize the creative  
and marketing professionals behind award-winning 
sites, videos, and marketing programs.

Launched on January 20, 2011 to mark the  
50th anniversary of President Kennedy’s inauguration, 
JFK50.org was created by ESI Design for the Kennedy 
Library to engage a new generation and demonstrate 
how President Kennedy’s legacy is relevant to contemporary 
social and political trends. The site is organized around the 
core themes of public service, science and innovation, civil 
rights, domestic affairs, the arts, foreign policy and diplomacy, 
and the environment, and is supported by a rich collection  
of both archival and new audio and video content.

The Legacy Gallery presents a tapestry of new video inter-
views with celebrities, luminaries, and future leaders discussing 
their efforts to continue JFK’s legacy in their respective fields. 
In the History Now section, an interactive timeline traces key 
events in the style of a graphic novel. The lighthearted format 

breathes new life into the tradition of historical timelines.  
The Downloads and Resources area of the site provides  
visitors with access to actual archival documents and other 
media from the Kennedy Library. 

As one of the American Association of Museum jurors 
remarked, “I was blown away by the amazing resources.  
This website is just crazy sexy.” 

Following the announcement of the American Association 
of Museums, the organization invited ESI Design and the 
Kennedy Library to present JFK50.org during the AAM 
Technology, Interpretation, and Education 2011 online  
conference on September 20, 2011. 

JFK50 Anniversary website  
wins Prestigious Awards

The History Now section of JFK50.org features an interactive timeline tracing 
key events in the style of a graphic novel. 

tHe Kennedy LiBrAry FOundAtiOn 

has partnered with the MTV Act blog 

to help create a JFK-themed series of 

posts titled What Would JFK Do—or 

WWJFKD? The MTV Act blog celebrates 

and tells stories of young people, celebri-

ties, and organizations taking action to 

make things better. The JFK-themed 

posts connect President Kennedy’s  

words and ideals with the issues of today, 

urging young people to find inspiration  

in President Kennedy’s message.  

In the introductory post, MTV Act wrote:

“There’s clearly a lot to learn from JFK. 

So what would he have to say about 

today’s current events? How do our  

present social problems relate to events 

occurring in the ‘60s? And how can we,  

as young Americans, take action to 

address these issues and carry on  

his legacy?”

Posts on President Kennedy’s initiatives  

in civil rights, the race to the moon,  

and world peace can be found at  

http://act.mtv.com/.

mtv Asks: what would JFK do?
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T he John F. Kennedy Presidential Library and Museum 
has declassified and made available for research a  
presidential recording of President Kennedy and NASA 

Administrator James Webb discussing the future of the U.S. 
space program. The meeting was held in the White House on 
September 18, 1963 and reveals President Kennedy’s private 
concerns over waning public support for space exploration.

The announcement was made on May 25, 2011—the 
50th anniversary of President John F. Kennedy’s address to 
Congress during which he first urged the country to make 
sending a man to the moon a national priority, saying:

I believe that this nation should commit itself to achieving 

the goal, before this decade is out, of landing a man on the 

moon and returning him safely to the earth. No single space 

project in this period will be more impressive to mankind, or 

more important for the long-range exploration of space; and 

none will be so difficult or expensive to accomplish.

Over two years later, President Kennedy is confronted 
with the financial burden that he predicted in 1961 and, in 
the newly released conversation with Webb, expresses con-
cern over what Congress and the public would see as the 
high cost of the space program. The President also discusses 
the challenges he foresees in trying to maintain the American 
public’s interest in space exploration when, in fact, there 
would not be a moon landing during his presidency. He says, 
“I mean if the Russians do some tremendous feat, then it 
would stimulate interest again, but right now space has lost a 
lot of its glamour.” 

“President Kennedy 
was both a visionary and 
a realist,” said Kennedy 
Library Archivist Maura 
Porter. “He understood 
the necessity of hav-
ing both public and 
Congressional support 
if his vision of landing a 
man on the moon was to 
become a reality before 
the end of the 1960s.”

The President and 
Webb go on to discuss  
in great detail the need to 
link defense or national 
security to the space  
program in order to  
garner the political  
support needed for the 
program’s success. President Kennedy describes this point in 
time as “mid-journey” for the country’s space initiative:

… I think this can be an asset, this program. I think in 

time, it’s like a lot of things, this is mid-journey and  

therefore everybody says ‘what the hell are we making 

this trip for’ but at the end of the thing they may be  

glad we made it.  

The President’s uneasy tone during this meeting is in 
contrast to his earlier public statements, which were far 
more optimistic about the space program’s future. But by 
September 1963, the President is faced with the challenge of 
maintaining public support when the rewards of space travel 
remain years away. In the conversation, Webb reassures the 
President, telling him “it will be one of the most important 
things that’s been done in this nation.”

Just two months after President Kennedy’s conversation 
with Webb, in a speech at the dedication of the Aerospace 
Medical Health Center on November 21, 1963 the President 
reaffirmed his commitment to the space program, embracing 
the challenges that the country faced in its quest to reach  
the moon: 

This Nation has tossed its cap over the wall of space,  

and we have no choice but to follow it. Whatever the  

difficulties, they will be overcome. Whatever the hazards, 

they must be guarded against.

declassified recordings reveal President Kennedy’s  
Concerns about race to the moon 

President Kennedy shakes hands 
with NASA Administrator James 
Webb during a meeting in the  
Oval Office on January 30, 1961. 

Senator George Smathers and President Kennedy at Cape  
Canaveral, Florida, where they were briefed on the Saturn rocket.
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Library Archivist 
Presents tapes to 
nAsA scientists

FOLLOwinG tHe OPeninG  

of the recording featuring 

President Kennedy and NASA 

administrator James Webb  

discussing the future of the  

space program, NASA’s  

Goddard Space Flight Center 

invited Kennedy Library Archivist 

Maura Porter to give a presenta-

tion on the historical significance 

of the tapes.

Goddard, located in Greenbelt, 

Maryland, is NASA’s first and  

oldest space center. Porter’s 

appearance fell on September 12,  

2011 the 49th anniversary of 

President Kennedy’s speech at 

Rice University in which he boldly 

announced, “We choose to go  

to the moon in this decade and 

do the other things, not because 

they are easy, but because they 

are hard.” Over 100 NASA  

scientists, several of whom 

worked at Goddard during the 

Kennedy administration, were  

in attendance. 

Kennedy Library Archivist Maura Porter 
(center) with NASA’s David Schuman 
(left) and Harvey Walden (right). 

A t an official naming 
ceremony at the John 
F. Kennedy Presidential 

Library and Museum on Sunday, 
May 29, 2011 United States 
Secretary of the Navy Ray 
Mabus announced that the 
nuclear-powered aircraft carrier 
CVN 79, the newest class of 
nuclear powered aircraft  
carriers, would be called the 

USS John F. Kennedy. The 
announcement was made on 
what would have been the  
94th birthday of John F. 
Kennedy who was born on  
May 29, 1917 in Brookline, 
Massachusetts. Attending the 
ceremony were Caroline Kennedy, her husband Ed Schlossberg, and President Kennedy’s 
grandchildren Rose, Tatiana, and Jack Schlossberg who unveiled the model. CVN-79 is 
scheduled to start construction in FY2012 and slated to be placed in commission in FY2019.

O n what marked the 50th anniversary of President John F. Kennedy’s first challenge 
to the country to commit to sending a man to the moon before the end of the 
decade, Vice President Joe Biden spoke at the Kennedy Library at a fundraising 

event organized and spearheaded by Patrick Kennedy. The national conference, which 
was attended by astronaut Buzz Aldrin and prominent neuroscientists, launched One 
Mind for Research, a 10-year national campaign to advance neuroscience research  

and develop a better understanding of the brain and 
find treatment for disorders including Alzheimer’s  
disease, mental illness, traumatic brain injury, and 
post-traumatic stress disorder.

Biden recalled being 18 years old on May 25, 
1961 when Kennedy, as the newly inaugurated  
president, laid down a monumental challenge to  
reach the moon.

Biden told the audience: “Even then, my friends and 
I sensed that this challenge was about a hell of a lot 

more than landing on the moon. It was bigger than that. This was about a truly new frontier … 
If we shrink from the bold approach that was laid out here 50 years ago, we run the risk of 
being left behind. We’re either going to lead or follow. There isn’t anything in between.’’

us navy to name nuclear-Powered 
Aircraft Carrier USS John F. Kennedy 

vice-President Biden Celebrates President 
Kennedy’s vision of space exploration

United States Secretary of the Navy Ray Mabus, Caroline 
Kennedy, and Ed Schlossberg stand behind a model of the 
aircraft carrier that will be named the USS John F. Kennedy.
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Vice President Joe Biden at the 
Kennedy Library in May.



Kennedy Library Foundation Board Members 
Gerard F. Doherty and Robert K. Kraft, 
owner of the New England Patriots,  

co-chaired a wildly successful 2011 May Dinner. The 
unprecedented honor of having a non-Board Member,  
Mr. Kraft, serve as a Co-Chair was complemented  
by an outstanding $2 million raised for the Kennedy 
Library’s education and public service programs—a 
new record.  

For this 23rd Annual May Dinner on May 22, 
2011 over 500 guests joined Caroline Kennedy and 
Edwin Schlossberg at the John F. Kennedy Presidential 
Library and Museum’s Smith Hall, enjoying entertain-
ment by Rock and Roll Hall of Fame inductee, 
Darlene Love.  

Kraft began the evening by sharing how, as a high 
school student witnessing President Kennedy’s senate 
race, he was inspired: “John Kennedy was my hero. 
The power he brought to the concept of service was 
unlike anything I had ever witnessed, and when he was 
elected it was as if our country was reborn. The idea 
that anything was possible if you lived in this free and 
innovative country, set us on a path. That is the legacy 
that he left to my generation and that is why the 
honor of chairing this dinner tonight is so meaningful 
to me.” The extraordinary outpouring of support 
shown by all at the dinner was led by Legacy 
Laureates Richard and Nancy Donahue, Feinberg 
Rozen LLP, Robert Kraft and The Kraft Group,  
Clive F. Palmer, and Raytheon Company.

record-Breaking $2 million may dinner Celebrates  
50th Anniversary of JFK Presidency  

(l – r): May Dinner Legacy Laureate and Kennedy Library Foundation Vice Chairman, 
William Swanson; Kennedy Library Foundation Chairman, Kenneth Feinberg; Senator 
John Kerry; New England Patriots owner and May Dinner Co-Chair, Robert Kraft.

Senator Scott Brown and wife Gail Huff, with May Dinner Presidential Partners  
Bob and Linda Epstein.

Governor Deval Patrick and Kennedy Library Foundation President Caroline Kennedy, 
with May Dinner Legacy Laureate Nancy Donahue and members of the Donahue Family. 

May Dinner Presidential Partners 
Paul and Ashley Bernon.

 
10 

ALL PHOTOS BY TOM FITZSIMMONS



The Honorable Paul G. Kirk Jr.; May Dinner Co-Chair and Kennedy Library 
Board Member Gerard Doherty; Legacy Laureate and Kennedy Library 
Board Member Clive Palmer; and Anna Palmer.

Lauren Birchfield; Joe Kennedy III; Kennedy Library Foundation 
Executive Director Tom McNaught; Matt Kennedy; and Kate Manning.

twenty-third Annual may dinner
mAy 22, 2011

Legacy Laureates

Richard K. and Nancy L. Donahueu

Feinberg Rozen, LLPu

Robert and Myra Kraft & The Kraft Group 
Clive F. Palmerv

Raytheon Companys

Legacy Champions

Bank of Americas

Camrose & Kross, LLCH

Ted Hoff and Kathleen O’ConnellH

Liberty Mutual Groups

Staples, Inc.

Presidential Partners

AT&T
Adrienne Arsht 
BNY Mellons

Josh and Anita Bekenstein 
Peter and Kay Bernon 
Bingham McCutchen LLPv

Boeing 
Brown Brothers Harriman & Co. 
CBS Corporationu

Margot C. Connellu

Eileen and Jack Connors, Jr. 
EMC CorporationH

EMD Serono, Inc.H

Robert L. Epstein Family Foundation 
ESPN, Inc. 
Fidelity Investments 
Richard and Nancy Friedman 
Frieda and Roy Furman 
General Dynamicss

Google 
Ironshore 
John Hancock Financialv

L-3 Communications 
National Football League 
Carl J. Martignetti 
News Corporationv

Peter and Minou Palandjian (Intercontinental) 
Shari Redstoneu

The Honorable Jean Kennedy SmithH

Sony Corporation of AmericaH

Suffolk Construction’s Red and Blue Foundation 
Viacom ∆, MTV Networks, and Philippe Dauman 
Weil, Gotshal & Manges LLP 
David C. Weinstein 

Anniversary Patrons 

The American Ireland Fundv

Boston Capital/Jack Mannings

Citizens Financial Group & Citizens Bank 
Foundationv

Jill Ker Conway 
Marilyn and Gerard F. Dohertyu

Gourmet CaterersH

Greenberg Traurig, LLP 
The Hartford Financial Services Group, Inc.H

Iron Mountain 
The Joyce Foundationu

Caroline Kennedy and Edwin Schlossbergs

Michele and Howard Kesslerv

Joanna Lau of Lau TechnologiesH

Lombard Family Foundations

Carolyn and Peter S. Lynchv

NSTARs

Omega Watches 
Richard and Sally Phelps 
Schooner Foundationv

Gerald and Elaine Schuster 
State Street Corporation 
Weber Shandwickv and Jack Morton Worldwide
Yawkey Foundations 
Anonymous (2) 

dinner sponsors

Carrie Minot Bell and George Bell 
Governor Jim and Janet Blanchard 
The Boston Foundation 
Trixie and David W. Burke 

Sheila Cassidy/Wexford Institute and  
Dr. Margaret A. Reed 

The Honorable and Mrs. Paul G. Kirk Jr.s

Kevin and Polly Maroniv

Sydney and Peter McKelvy 
Chancellor J. Keith Motley – University of 

Massachusetts Boston 
Mt. Tom Companies
Sherry Penney and Jim Livingston 
Carol and Bob Riley 
Ronald and Jill Sargent 
University of Massachusetts Medical School 
Jack and Judi Wilson 
Roy J. Zuckerberg Family Foundation 
Anonymous (3)

Contributors

Nancy and Ziggy Alderman
Philip Baduini
John and Diddy Cullinane
Patrick and Carol Hemingway
Kristin McSwain
Marty Meehan
Steve Mooney
Thomas and Rosemary O’Keeffe
Douglas and Jean Renfield-Miller
Jackie Jenkins-Scott
Phyllis Segal
Maria Shriver
Charles Tretter
Stonehill College
James and Cathy Stone
Kevin Wade

u 20-year table buyer
s 15-year table buyer
H 10-year table buyer
v 5-year table buyer
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Historic Conversations with Jacqueline Kennedy Opened
continued from P1

The following is an excerpt from Caroline’s introductory 
remarks at the forum:

The underlying goal of the Oral History project—the largest 

of its kind at the time—was to capture recollections while 

they were fresh, before the stories had been told a million 

times or become overly mythologized. No one interview was 

expected to be complete or comprehensive, but together with 

the underlying documentary record and historical archive to 

be housed at the JFK Library, it was hoped that they might 

form a composite picture that would be valuable in later years. 

To me, their most important value is that they make history 

come alive. They give a glimpse of the human side of the  

people in the White House and remind us that they are as 

imperfect as the rest  

of us …

One of the difficult 

decisions I faced was 

whether to edit the 

interviews. There are 

repetitions, issues that 

haven’t stood the test 

of time, comments that 

could be taken out of 

context, and views that 

[my mother] would 

later change. It didn’t 

seem fair to leave them 

in, but on the other 

hand, these were for-

mal interviews, not  

accidentally recorded 

conversations, and 

both participants 

understood that they were creating a primary source docu-

ment. So although there are good arguments on both sides  

of the issue, I felt I didn’t really have the right to alter the  

historical record. 

I also wanted people to see what and how my mother 

thought at a particular moment in time. It is sometimes  

difficult for me to reconcile that people feel they know her 

because they have a sense of her image and her style, but  

they have never appreciated her intellectual curiosity, sense of 

mischief, her deep engagement with the people and events 

around her, and her fierce loyalty to my father. …

In so many ways, both private and public, [my mother] 

defined the role of First Lady for the modern age. She  

straddled two eras, the one she describes in the oral history 

when women stayed home and had few opinions that differed 

from their husband’s, and the coming age when women broke 

free to become independent and self-supporting. She lived 

fully in both. 

As First Lady, she took the traditional woman’s focus on 

the home, and transformed it into a full-time job and a source 

of national pride. In doing so, she created her own identity as 

an independent woman. She became an international sensation, 

a new kind of American, speaking the languages of the countries 

she visited with my father and travelling abroad to India and 

Pakistan on her own. 

Most of all, my mother was a patriot. She believed that her 

time in the White House was the greatest privilege and worked 

hard to be worthy of the honor. She loved my father, and her 

courage held this country together after his death. And when 

it was over, she resumed the life of a private citizen, a status 

she cherished … 

Though she rarely talked about herself, and gave almost 

no interviews, her evolution as a public figure, and her life  

as a private citizen, and her determination to die at home, 

inspired millions of women to live life on their own terms, 

and continues to do so today. 

When I was growing up, she often used to say that she 

thought American history was boring because there weren’t 

enough women in it. I am proud that she helped to change 

that, and make possible the world we are fortunate to live in.
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Mrs. Kennedy visits her daughter Caroline at 
the White House School on May 24, 1963.

First Lady Jacqueline Kennedy feeds a horse during her trip to 
India, March 1962.
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On September 14, 2011 the Museum at the  
John F. Kennedy Presidential Library unveiled  
a special new exhibit, In Her Voice: Jacqueline 

Kennedy, The White House Years. The exhibit presents 
excerpts from Mrs. Kennedy’s newly released 1964 oral  
history in combination with iconic treasures from the 
Kennedy Library’s collection that chronicle the moments 
and events described by the former First Lady. 

“In preparing the exhibit, we focused on those parts  
of the oral history interview in which Mrs. Kennedy spoke 
about specific photographs, artifacts, or documents that  
are part of the Library’s collections,” explained Museum 
Curator Stacey Bredhoff. “Although Mrs. Kennedy spoke 
about many events that are well-known, we had never 
before seen them through her eyes. The interviews add  
a great deal to what we know about her, 
about the President, and the events that 
defined his administration. In some 
instances, we learned things about items 
in our own collection that we never 
knew before. So it really is a wonderful 
gift that she has left to the American 
people, and we are proud to showcase 
it in this special way.”

A highlight of the exhibit is an ancient 
Egyptian bracelet that President Kennedy 
gave to Mrs. Kennedy on the occasion of their 
10th wedding anniversary. In the interview,  
Mrs. Kennedy recalled that President Kennedy  
offered her a selection of gifts from which to choose:

“And I could see the present that 
he wanted me to choose the most was 
this Alexandrian bracelet. It’s terribly 
simple, gold, sort of snake. And it 
was the simplest thing of all and I 
could see how he loved it. He’d just 
hold it in his hand. So, that was a 
special present and he wouldn’t say 
which one he wanted to give me,  
but I could tell so I chose it.”

In Her Voice: Jacqueline Kennedy, 

The White House Years will remain open through 2012. 
Media sponsors for the exhibit are WCVB-TV Channel 5  
and The Boston Phoenix.
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special exhibit Highlights newly released recordings 
with mrs. Kennedy

“I could see the present that he wanted me to 

choose the most was this Alexandrian bracelet. 

It’s terribly simple, gold, sort of snake. And it 

was the simplest thing of all and I could see 

how he loved it.”

– Jacqueline Kennedy

Ancient Egyptian bracelet 
given by President Kennedy 
to Mrs. Kennedy.

Dress designed by Oleg 
Cassini that Mrs. Kennedy 
wore to the State dinner 
hosted by President and 
Mrs. de Gaulle at the Elysée 
Palace on May 31, 1961. 

Cuban Missile Crisis paperweight calendar that President 
Kennedy gave to Mrs. Kennedy in November 1962.

MEDIA SPONSORS:



 

As the only presidential library in New England, the John F. Kennedy Presidential 
Library and Museum serves more than 25,000 students on-site each year, free of 
charge, with award-winning education programs.   

Three generous new gifts from State Street Corporation, NSTAR, and the Coca-Cola 
Foundation will support the work of Kennedy Library Museum educators. 

stAte street 
COrPOrAtiOn’s $100,000  
to the City Upon a Hill 

Education Initiative will  
support a multi-year effort to 
introduce new generations to 
the great themes that defined 
the Kennedy presidency.  
Named after President 
Kennedy’s farewell address  
to the Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts, this initiative 
supports programming on the 
search for international peace 
and security, the struggle for civil and human rights, the advancement of science and  
technology, the promotion of public service, and the celebration of culture and the arts.   

nstAr is now the proud sponsor of the Kennedy Presidential Library’s Federal Budget 
Simulation program, an innovative, award-winning multi-school experience bringing high 
school students from New England together to understand the nation’s federal budget,  
deficits, and surpluses. With their $75,000 commitment, NSTAR will underwrite the  
program for three full years.

tHe COCA-COLA FOundAtiOn’s recent $75,000 gift to the Kennedy Library 
Foundation to broaden the scope of its education outreach will enable thousands of  
underserved students from the Boston Public School system to visit the Kennedy Library 
and Museum, and to partake in its rich programming free of charge. This generous gift has 
personal meaning for the Kennedy Library as Coca-Cola’s long-time New England leader, 
the late Donald J. Dowd, was a lifelong proponent of civic education for students and a 
founding Kennedy Library Foundation Board member. Coca-Cola is honoring both 
President Kennedy and Dowd’s legacies of championing the belief that all young people 
deserve quality and engaging educational opportunities.

As we celebrate the 50th anniversary of the Kennedy administration, the John F. 
Kennedy Library Foundation continues to advance the City Upon A Hill Education 
Initiative. If you or your company is interested in partnering with us in this exciting  
endeavor to advance our education programming, please contact Sara Kanawati at  
sara.kanawati@jfklfoundation.org or 617-514-1673.

new Gifts Advance education Programs
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High school students investigate the past in the Museum.
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One OF tHe mAny BeneFits  

of a membership to the Kennedy 

Library Foundation is advance notice 

of new exhibits and special public 

programs, including Kennedy 

Library Forums. The Kennedy 

Library Foundation depends on  

the support of its loyal members  

to uphold learning, discovery, and 

service through educational, 

research, and community programs 

that celebrate President Kennedy’s 

vision and legacy. The following  

is a list of our most generous  

members, giving at the highest 

membership levels:

Legacy Circle members

Philip Baduini

James L. Baker, MD, M.P.H and    

   Anne Remian

Digger and Susan Donahue

Mayzar Kanani

Phyllis Pullman

Patricia Thomas-Fuller and  

   Karen Cronin

President’s Circle members 

Thomas Brown

Anna Corcoran

Rudy deLeon

Robert Elston-Pollock

Alexander Forrest

Peter Frechette

Galen Ho

Floyd Kephart

Heather Killough

Sheri A. Layton

Martha Minow

For more information on  

membership levels and  

benefits, please contact  

membership@jfklfoundation.org  

or call 617-514-1659. 

Kennedy Library 
Foundation 
membership



Families Enjoy  
Free Fun Friday

  
 www.jfklibrary.org 15

High school students investigate the past in the Museum.

One hundred middle school 
students from across 
Massachusetts were honored 

with the Make a Difference award  
on March 23, 2011 at the John F. 
Kennedy Presidential Library and 
Museum in recognition of the  
volunteer work the students have  
performed in their communities.

Some of the student projects 
include helping fellow students with 
disabilities, working at local food 
pantries and senior centers, organizing 
recycling and “green” environmental 
initiatives, developing outreach efforts 
to discourage cyber-bullying, volunteering for Special Olympics and Best Buddies, and  
participating in relief efforts to support our troops overseas and needy children in Haiti. 
The students hailed from schools in Andover, Attleboro, Boston, Dracut, Everett, Hyannis, 
Lexington, Marlboro, Mashpee, Melrose, Quincy, Reading, Revere, Salem, Shrewsbury, 
Taunton, Wilmington, and Winthrop. 

The Kennedy Presidential Library’s Make a Difference award is given to students who  
are nominated by a teacher or principal for an outstanding contribution they have made to 
their school, neighborhood, town, or the global community.

“President Kennedy believed that every person can make a difference and each of us 
should try,” said Library Director Tom Putnam. “These students are inspiring examples  
of JFK’s timeless call to service.”

Special guest speakers at the ceremony were Massachusetts State Treasurer Steve 
Grossman; Mark Reilly, Comcast Senior Vice President for Government & Regulatory 
Relations; and Daiquan Bradford, from New Mission High School in Roxbury who was  
honored with a special award for his exceptional commitment to community service.

Each student received a personalized certificate recognizing his/her work on the project  
for which they were nominated.

The Make a Difference award program is sponsored by the John F. Kennedy Presidential 
Library and Museum and is made possible with generous support from Comcast.

Kennedy Presidential Library Honors  
100 student volunteers

Library Director Tom Putnam honors Daiquan Bradford with  
a special award for his commitment to community service.

tHAnKs tO tHe  

GenerOsity of the Highland 

Street Foundation, 3,600 

visitors toured the John F. 

Kennedy Presidential Library 

and Museum for free on 

Friday, August 12. For the third 

year in a row, visitors enjoyed 

complimentary admission,  

special docent-led presenta-

tions, and film showings.  

They also took home spe-

cial family activity booklets 

as part of Highland Street 

Foundation’s summer-long 

Free Fun Fridays program. 

For more information on the 

Highland Street Foundation 

and Free Fun Fridays, visit 

www.highlandstreet.org. 

Young visitors stop to view the 
“Campaign Headquarters” exhibit in 
the Museum during Free Fun Friday.

Mark Reilly of Comcast and 
Massachusetts State Treasurer 
Steve Grossman with Make a 
Difference award honorees.
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This summer, the John F. Kennedy Library Foundation marked the 
anniversary of the Kennedy presidency by creating an interactive 
50th Anniversary Memory Wall web module. Launched on 

President Kennedy’s birthday, May 29th, the Memory Wall connects  
generations interested in sharing what the Kennedy legacy means to them.  

By visiting memorywall.jfklibrary.org, people can read shared memories 
and thoughts on how President Kennedy has affected the lives of people 
throughout the world. And by making a $50 donation to the Kennedy 
Library Foundation, friends of the Library can curate their own space  
on the Memory Wall for all to see, selecting special images from the 
Kennedy Library Archives and writing their own recollections of  
President Kennedy and how his life and legacy resonate for them today. 

The John F. Kennedy Library Foundation provides financial support, staffing, and creative resources  
to the John F. Kennedy Presidential Library and Museum, and continues to educate a new generation 
about President Kennedy’s legacy. Specific programs that the Foundation supports include free  

educational offerings, archival interns, and technology initiatives such as the Access to a Legacy digital 
archive project and the recent redesign of the Library’s website. 

share your story:  
visit the virtual memory wall  

2010 John F. Kennedy Library Foundation  
Financial information

In 1961, First Lady Jacqueline Kennedy resolved 
to make the White House a “living museum,” and 
it was from her commitment to restore the historic 
integrity of the mansion’s public rooms that the 
White House Historical Association came to be. 
Caroline Kennedy and First Lady Michelle Obama 
marked the 50th anniversary of the organization at 
a White House reception on October 31, 2011.

Photos and stories 
move across the  
virtual Memory Wall.
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white House Historical 
Association turns 50

eXPenditures: $8.2 miLLiOn

3% Fundraising

81% Program Support

16% Administration

revenue: $13.4 miLLiOn

56% General Contributions

2% Other

31% Gifts In-Kind

11% Investment Return 
for Current Operations
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On March 27, 2011 Brando Skyhorse, author of The 

Madonnas of Echo Park, was honored at the John F. 
Kennedy Presidential Library by Patrick Hemingway, 

the son of Nobel Prize-winning writer Ernest Hemingway, as 
the winner of the 2011 PEN/Hemingway Award.

In receiving the award, Skyhorse recalled visiting the Ernest 
Hemingway collection back in 2000 as an editorial assistant for 
a publishing house specializing in hunting and fly-fishing books. 

Years ago, explained Skyhorse, “my publisher insisted  
that I come here because he knew I wanted to be a writer, 
even though back then I was more dreamer than writer. 
‘Maybe the place will inspire you,’ he said. I never thought  
I’d have the opportunity to make a return trip here, and never 
in my wildest dreams did I imagine I’d come back as a pub-
lished writer to receive such an extraordinary honor.”

In a moving keynote address, author and past PEN/ 
Hemingway award-winner Marilynne Robinson discussed the 
role of the writer in our society. “We’ve done a great deal to 

make literature a living part of our national life with all that it 
carries in terms of criticism, skepticism, alienation,” she said. 
“Every bitter truth that we don’t want to know we can probably 
find out from a novel. And we need that, and it’s wonderful. 
And people seek it out and people reflect on it.”

The PEN/Hemingway Award is given annually to a novel  
or book of short stories by an American author who has not  

previously published a book of fiction. Past recipients include  
Ha Jin, Edward P. Jones, and Jhumpa Lahiri.

The Ernest Hemingway Collection at the John F. Kennedy 
Presidential Library spans Hemingway’s entire career, and  
contains ninety percent of existing Hemingway manuscript 
materials, making the Kennedy Library the world’s principal 
center for research on the life and work of Ernest Hemingway.

The PEN/Hemingway Award presentation is sponsored by 
the Kennedy Library Foundation, the Kennedy Presidential 
Library and Museum, PEN New England, Cerulli Associates, 
the Friends of the Ernest Hemingway Collection, The Boston 
Globe Foundation, the Ernest Hemingway Foundation/Society, 
and the Ucross Foundation. 

Patrick Hemingway Presents the 2011 Pen/Hemingway Award

FOrmer Pen/HeminGwAy AwArd-winners Ha Jin (Oceans of Words in 1997), Joshua Ferris (Then We Came to the End in 
2008) and Marilynne Robinson (Housekeeping in 1982) came together for a special Kennedy Library Forum on the eve of the 2011 

award ceremony. 

During the discussion, Ha Jin, a native of China who now lives in the U.S. and writes in English, 
said that to be honored with an award under the aegis of Hemingway’s name was as if to be 
associated with the “wide grandeur of the ocean,” such is the esteem in which Hemingway is 
held in China.  

Characterizing the day he learned he won the PEN/Hemingway Award as the “best day of my 
life,” Joshua Ferris described learning about the distinction, via email, while caught in traffic on 
his way to a reading for another literary prize. Having just retrieved his car from the tow yard for 
unpaid traffic tickets, he quipped that the news more than compensated for his trying day.

Former Pen/Hemingway winners reconvene

Past PEN/Hemingway award-winner Marilynne Robinson 
served as the keynote speaker for the 2011 ceremony.

Carol Hemingway, Brando Skyhorse, and Patrick Hemingway in the 
Hemingway Room at the John F. Kennedy Presidential Library.

ALL PHOTOS BY TOM FITZSIMMONS

“Every bitter truth that we don’t know we can 

probably find out in a novel.”

– Marilynne Robinson



Kennedy Library Forums

A Book signing by Caroline Kennedy,  
April 7, 2011 

After an introduction by Caroline Kennedy  
(pictured), poets Naomi Shibab Nye and 
Elizabeth Alexander read poems from Caroline’s 
new edited collection, She Walks in Beauty:  
A Woman’s Journey Through Poems. 

A Conversation with President Jimmy Carter, 
may 17, 2011 

President Jimmy Carter discussed his new book, 
White House Diary, with PBS Newshour senior 
correspondent Ray Suarez.

the Freedom riders, April 20, 2011 

The Kennedy Library hosted the Boston premiere 
of American Experience’s “Freedom Riders” 
documentary. Following the screening WGBH 
radio host Callie Crossley moderated a panel 
discussion with original Riders Bernard Lafayette 
Jr., (pictured), Genevieve Hughes Houghton, 
and Ernest (Rip) Patton.

Protecting Jacqueline Kennedy, september 12, 2011 

Clinton Hill, Jacqueline Kennedy’s Secret Service detail, 
shared memories of the Kennedy White  
House and his service protecting  
the first family with Tom Putnam,  
Director of the John F. Kennedy  
Presidential Library and Museum.
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the Letters of Bess truman,  
October 2, 2011 

Clifton Truman Daniel, the grandson of Harry 
and Bess Truman, discussed Dear Harry, Love 
Bess: Bess Truman’s Letters to Harry Truman, 
1919-1943.

A Conversation with Governor deval Patrick, 
April 14, 2011 

Governor Deval Patrick discussed his new 
memoir, A Reason to Believe: Lessons from an 
Improbable Life with WBUR’s Morning Edition 
host Bob Oakes.
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A Conversation with Boston Globe  
Pulitzer Prize-winners, June 14, 2011 

Boston Globe Pulitzer Prize-winners Ellen Goodman (pictured), 
Walter Robinson, Charlie Savage, and Sebastian Smee reflected on 
how winning the award changed their careers. Former Boston Globe 
columnist and Pulitzer Prize-winner Tom Oliphant moderated.
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A Conversation with Judge nancy Gertner, 
June 5, 2011 

Judge Nancy Gertner discussed her new 
book, In Defense of Women: Memoirs of an 
Unrepentant Advocate, with Boston Globe  
columnist Brian McGrory.
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50th Anniversary: the missile Gap Controversy,  
september 26, 2011

Historians Timothy Naftali, Fred Kaplan (pictured), and John 
Prados discussed the moment when President Kennedy 
was officially notified by the CIA that the United States had 
surpassed the Soviet Union in missiles, dispelling the notion 
of Soviet superiority in the arms race. Mary Elise Sarotte, 
Professor of International Relations at USC, moderated.

W i t h  g e n e r o u s  s u p p o r t  f r o m
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david Brooks on what makes 
Humans tick, march 17, 2011 

New York Times columnist and 
best-selling author, David Brooks, 
spoke about his new book,  
The Social Animal.

50th Anniversary of the Bay of Pigs invasion, April 17, 2011 

Adriana Bosch, writer and director of the PBS documentary Fidel Castro; Alfredo Duran, a Cuban 
exile who participated in the assault; and historians Peter Kornbluh and Timothy Naftali, examined 
the steps leading to the Bay of Pigs and the lessons learned by the Kennedy administration.
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watch Forums 
Live On-Line 
@ jfklibrary.org/webcast

HHHHHHHHHHHHH

HHHHHHHHHHHHH
TO

M
 F

IT
ZS

IM
M

O
N

S

R
U

SS
 C

A
M

PB
E

LL

Find us on:

Text to Support  
Forums and More

Support the Kennedy Library 

Foundation’s mission to connect  

current and future generations  

with President Kennedy’s legacy.

Opt-in today to receive advanced 

notices of programs, news updates, 

and more!

Your donation will help us to continue 

and enhance our Education Programs, 

Museum Exhibits, and Kennedy  

Library Forums.

Charges will appear on your wireless bill,  
or will be deducted from your prepaid  
balance. All purchases must be authorized 
by account holder. Message and data rates 
may apply. Full terms at mGive.org/T. A 
mobile bill can act as a receipt, or one can 
be printed at mGive.org/receipt.

It’s easy! Text the  
letters JFK to 50555  
to donate $5 today.
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On May 4, 2011 Caroline 
Kennedy, President of the  
John F. Kennedy Library 

Foundation, and Tom Putnam, Director 
of the John F. Kennedy Presidential 
Library, officiated at a ribbon-cutting  
ceremony to mark the completion and 
opening of the new 30,000-square-foot 
wing of the John F. Kennedy Presidential 
Library and Museum. The ceremony  
took place in the addition’s new class-
room and was attended by a group of 
fourth- and fifth-grade students from  
the Winship School, a Boston public 
school in Brighton. Dr. Carol R.  
Johnson, Superintendent of the  
Boston Public Schools, and Dr. J.  
Keith Motley, Chancellor of the 
University of Massachusetts Boston,  
were also present for the announcement. 

“I am proud to open this addition 
that provides essential storage space for 
the historical treasures housed in this Library and will allow it  
to fulfill its mission as the dynamic center of education that my 
parents envisioned,” said Caroline Kennedy.

In 2001 the National Archives and Records Administration 
(NARA) conducted a program review of the Kennedy Presidential 
Library which concluded that “the storage problems seen at  
the Kennedy Library are the worst in the entire Presidential 
Library system.” After careful review, the National Archives 
approved and Congress appropriated funds to design and build 
a 30,000-square-foot addition that would ensure the appropriate 

preservation and security of President Kennedy’s papers and  
historical artifacts. 

Overlooking Dorchester Bay, the new wing includes 15,000 
square feet of archival storage, an additional classroom, a stag-
ing area for exhibits and curatorial work, and a new temporary 
exhibit gallery. Boston-based architect Einhorn Yaffee Prescott 
and Quincy-based construction firm Lee Kennedy Company, 
Inc. were chosen by the National Archives and Records 
Administration to spearhead the project. 

Caroline Kennedy Opens new wing at JFK Library
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Caroline Kennedy with students from the Winship School at the ribbon-cutting ceremony on May 4.


