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Message from the Chairman

As Chairman of the John F. Kennedy Centennial Commission, it is a privilege to report 
to Congress on the impact of the events, partnerships and initiatives held throughout 
2017 in honor of the centennial of our 35th President, John Fitzgerald Kennedy. the 
John F. Kennedy Centennial Celebration took place across the United States and around 
the world, engaging millions of people of all ages — both in person and online — and 
inspiring new generations to find meaning in the enduring values that formed the heart 
of the Kennedy presidency. 

With the Commission’s leadership, the John F. Kennedy Presidential library and 
Foundation collaborated with over 50 partners including nonprofit organizations, 
government entities, service initiatives, schools, universities, museums, businesses, 
media groups, and transportation hubs. the Commission secured support from key 
federal agencies including the U.S. department of education, U.S. department of State, 
U.S. department of Veteran Affairs, national Archives and Records Administration, 
United States Postal Service, Peace Corps, and the United States national Park 
Service. By the conclusion of the centennial weekend celebration on may 29, 2017, 
over 100 events had been held across the country and the world in honor of the 100th 
anniversary of the birth of President John F. Kennedy. hundreds of thousands of people 
actively participated in one way or another and tens of millions were reached through a 
variety of social and traditional media outreach.

this report summarizes the John F. Kennedy Centennial observances during this historic 
year, including signature events and programs at the John F. Kennedy Presidential 
library that highlighted President Kennedy’s legacy of courage, inclusion, innovation, 
and service. Among the efforts featured are the launch of the John Fitzgerald Kennedy 
postage stamp with the United States Postal Service; 35 touch football games played 
in honor of President Kennedy and his commitment to physical fitness; the John 
F. Kennedy Profile in Courage Award honoring President Barack obama; special
educational programming for students and teachers; the opening of a new exhibit,

Kenneth R. Feinberg 

Founder, The Law Offices of Kenneth R. Feinberg, PC
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JFK100: Milestones & Mementos; and the birthday weekend itself, which showcased the 
Peace Corps, nASA, and the U.S. navy, and broke the all-time attendance record for the 
library. 

Programming and initiatives sponsored by key centennial collaborators are also 
highlighted here, including efforts by the John F. Kennedy national historic Site, 
harvard Kennedy School of Government, John Fitzgerald Kennedy hyannis museum, 
the John F. Kennedy Center for the Performing Arts, the national Archives and Records 
Administration, Smithsonian national Portrait Gallery, Smithsonian American Art 
museum, the White house historical Society, and many others. We are grateful for the 
support of these groups and the other JFK100 collaborators, whose collective efforts both 
honored President Kennedy and demonstrated the ongoing relevancy of his legacy. 

Beyond the in-person commemorations, this report shares the scope and reach of the 
broad engagement and awareness efforts at the heart of the John F. Kennedy Centennial 
Celebration. harnessing the power of digital platforms to reach new audiences and 
exponentially more people, the multi-faceted campaigns included a series of high profile 
partnerships such as Apple, Google, and the Boston Red Sox; robust national and local 
press coverage; use of Facebook to broadcast events live; a groundbreaking advertising 
campaign “Visionaries never Go out of Style”; an international digital initiative inviting 
people to submit photographs of places named after President Kennedy; and over $4 
million in pro-bono advertising and deeply discounted advertising placements. the 
overwhelming response to these efforts, detailed in this report, illustrates how President 
Kennedy’s vision continues to resonate and inspire today. 

As we report on the Centennial Celebration’s initiatives and accomplishments, we thank 
the members of Congress and the great Americans who served on this Commission, 
giving their time and support to honor President Kennedy and help carry his legacy 
forward for future generations. We look forward to building upon the efforts made this 
year so that President Kennedy’s ideals and timeless message of hope continue to inspire 
for years to come. 

Kenneth R. Feinberg

Chairman 
John F. Kennedy Centennial Commission

Message from the Chairman, continued
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John F. Kennedy Centennial 
Commission
on July 15, 2016, legislation to establish a commission that would 
be known as the “John F. Kennedy Centennial Commission” was 
passed in the United States house of Representatives and Senate, 
and signed into law by former President obama. the Commission’s 
purpose was to plan, develop and carry out activities to honor 
President Kennedy on the occasion of the 100th anniversary of his 
birth in 1917. 

the Commission is comprised of 11 members, listed on the right, 
who were appointed by former President Barack obama, Speaker 
of the house Paul Ryan, and Senate President mitch mcConnell. 
Commission members Senator markey, myra harris, elaine Jones, 
Kenneth Feinberg, Congressman Kennedy, Congresswoman 
elise Stefanik, and david Ferriero are pictured below at the first 
Commission meeting. 

Mr. Kenneth R. Feinberg 
Founder and managing Partner, the 
law offices of Kenneth R. Feinberg 
Chairman, John F. Kennedy library 
Foundation

Archivist David Ferriero 
10th Archivist of the United States

US Secretary of the interior 
Represented by Myra Harrison 
Superintendent, national Parks Service

The Honorable Orrin Hatch 
United States Senator (R-Ut)

Ms. Elaine Jones 
Counsel emeritus, nAACP legal 
defense Fund & education Fund

The Honorable Joseph P. Kennedy, III 
United States Congressman (d-mA)

Mr. Yo-Yo Ma 
World-renowned cellist 
Founder, Silkroad

The Honorable Edward J. Markey 
United States Senator (d-mA)

The Honorable John McCain 
United States Senator (R-AZ)

The Honorable Kevin McCarthy 
United States Congressman (R-CA) 
majority leader, United States house 
of Representatives

Mr. John Bouvier Kennedy Schlossberg 
Grandson of President Kennedy

The Honorable Elise Stefanik 
United States Congresswoman (R-ny)
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the John F. Kennedy Centennial Commission met twice and had several 
online and individual communications during early 2017. their leadership 
provided direction and key advice for various initiatives and priorities. 
their important work was supported by the team from the John F. Kennedy 
library Foundation. of the items put forth, the Commission had four major 
inititatives:

they voted for and provided legislative leadership on the legislation for the 
U.S. mint to produce a John F. Kennedy Commemorative Coin in 2020.

they reached out to several federal government agencies to highlight steps 
they were already thinking of for the John Kennedy Centennial and, in some 
cases, encourage additional initiatives. these include, but are not limited to; 
the US department of education, the US department of State, and the US 
department of Veterans Affairs. Additional collaborations were planned with 
federal agencies and institutions including the national Archives and Records 
Administration, which has a broad portfolio including administration of the 
John F. Kennedy Presidential library and museum; the United States Postal 
Service; the Peace Corps; and the United States national Park Service.

they reviewed plans from the Kennedy library and other organizations and 
gave helpful feedback.

many members of the Commission individually participated in events and 
provided leadership in other ways. 

John F. Kennedy Commemorative Coin — 
HR. 3274 and S. 1568 Legislation | July 17, 2017 

With the assistance of the rest of the Centennial Commission, Senators 
markey and mcCain and Representatives mcCarthy and Kennedy introduced 
legislation calling on the Secretary of the treasury to issue a commemorative 
coin in honor of President Kennedy’s 100th birthday. if the legislation is 
enacted, the silver $1.00 coin will honor President Kennedy’s legacy of 
courage, service and innovation and will be a reminder to future generations 
of the importance of service to one’s country. Partial proceeds of the sales 
would be devoted to the John F. Kennedy library Foundation to support the 
John F. Kennedy Presidential library and museum. if the legislation is passed, 
the coin will be minted in 2020.

United States Department of Education | June 15, 2017
in partnership with US Secretary of education Betsy deVos and the US 
department of education, a blog post was published on the department of 
education’s blog page home Room. the blog post addresses the alarming 
decline in younger generations who understand their rights in a democratic 
society, who participate in civic life, and who put trust in their government. 

Read the DOE blog post here.

Access the educational 
resources:

Centennial website

President Kennedy’s legacy 

About the Centennial

education resources for all 
ages

Curricular resources for all 
grades 

 h i g h l i g h t s

https://blog.ed.gov/2017/06/john-f-kennedy-centennial-celebration-an-opportunity-to-strengthen-civic-engagement/
www.jfkcentennial.org
https://jfkcentennial.org/legacy
https://jfkcentennial.org/about
https://www.jfklibrary.org/Education/Students.aspx
https://www.jfklibrary.org/Education/Teachers/Curricular-Resources.aspx
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to support this outreach and the effort to better promote civic engagement, 
and raise awareness that a more-involved citizenry is essential to the future 
of democracy, the Kennedy library Foundation and Kennedy library prepared 
free, non-partisan online educational resources that focus on government  
and civic education. 

United States Department of State
the US department of State is planing to partner with the Kennedy library 
Foundation to issue a statement on President Kennedy’s legacy in terms of 
civil service.

United States Department of Veterans Affairs
the US department of Veterans Affairs Secretary david Shulkin issued 
a statement about President Kennedy’s service. it is referred to as 
“Remembering World War ii navy Veteran, John F. Kennedy”.

National Archives and Records Administration
details on the activities and events held by the national Archives and 
Records Administration are on page 60.

United States Postal Service
details on the activities and events held by the United States Postal Service 
are on page 11.

Peace Corps
details on the activities and events held by the Peace Corps are on pages 13 
and 26.

United States National Park Service
details on the activities and events held by the national Park Service are on 
page 59.
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JFK100 Signature Events
Hosted by the John F. Kennedy Presidential 
Library & Museum  |  January 2017 – July 2017
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Massachusetts State House | Boston, Massachusetts 
Wednesday, February 15, 2017

on January 9, 1961, President-elect Kennedy delivered what is now known as 
the “City Upon a hill” speech to a Joint Convention of the General Court of 
the Commonwealth of massachusetts. 

on February 15, 2017 in the massachusetts house Chamber, from the very 
same rostrum where President-elect Kennedy stood, Speaker of the house 
Robert A. deleo, Senate President Stanley C. Rosenberg, Governor Charles 
A. Baker, and former maryland lt. Governor Kathleen Kennedy townsend
personally reflected on President Kennedy’s legacy in front of members of
the massachusetts legislature. the special joint session featured a recording
of President-elect Kennedy’s 1961 speech, which was a call to action to
dedicate one’s self to public service and acknowledge the great impact the
Commonwealth had in the life of the young president. many elected officials
sitting in the Chamber were reminded of how it was this call to service that
inspired them to be sitting where they were at that moment. the Kennedy
library Foundation was fortunate to host 42 special guests for the morning.

Massachusetts State  
Legislative Joint Session

sample Media Coverage:

• 	Boston Magazine: in the First year of the trump era, We’re 
Celebrating JFK’s 100th Birthday

• 	Commonwealth Magazine: Baker Remembers JFK

• 	WBUR Fm Radio (nPR): mass. legislature Celebrates 100th 
Anniversary of JFK’s Birth 

Video:  massachusetts State legislative Joint Session

h
ig

h
l

ig
h

t
s

http://www.bostonmagazine.com/news/blog/2017/02/15/jfk-100/
https://commonwealthmagazine.org/politics/baker-remembers-jfk/
http://www.wbur.org/news/2017/02/15/mass-legislature-jfk-birth
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VKShA69CGqU
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Massachusetts State House | Boston, Massachusetts 
Wednesday, February 15, 2017

in recognition of President Kennedy’s commitment to the arts during his 
administration, the massachusetts Cultural Council presented the inaugural 
“JFK Commonwealth Award” to Robert lynch, President and Ceo of 
Americans for the Arts. For 40 years, mr. lynch has been one of the nation’s 
leading advocates of advancing art in society and in the lives of citizens, and 
he has dedicated his career to protect the national endowment for the Arts, 
and many other federal agencies. 

the award was presented at the 2017 Commonwealth Awards hosted 
by the mCC, which is celebrating its 50th anniversary, and mCC executive 
director, Anita Walker. President Kennedy’s nephew, Stephen Kennedy Smith, 
participated in the ceremony. the mCC, along with the national endowment 
for the Arts and humanities, are lasting legacies of President Kennedy’s vision 
for the cultural life of our nation.

Massachusetts Cultural Council’s 2017

Commonwealth Awards 
Ceremony
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John Fitzgerald Kennedy 
Forever Stamp
First-Day-Of-issue Dedication Ceremony
John F. Kennedy Presidential Library and Museum  | Boston, Massachusetts 
Monday, February 20, 2017

Postmaster General megan J. Brennan and the United States Postal Service 
unveiled a Forever stamp of President Kennedy to celebrate the Centennial of 
his birth. in her moving remarks, the Postmaster General stated the President 
“dignified and gave voice to the pride in serving the nation that every postal 
employee feels. it is for this reason that the Postal Service takes pride in 
honoring President Kennedy today.”

the stamp features a photograph by ted Spiegel of President Kennedy 
campaigning in 1960 in Seattle, and the Kennedy library was fortunate that 
mr. Spiegel was able to join this special event. the pane of 12 stamps is 
surrounded by a 1970 oil painting of President Kennedy by Aaron Shikler. the 
USPS sold 21,612 stamps, or 1,801 panes, in one day!

the First-day-of issue ceremony was attended by more than600 people 
and featured remarks by US Senator edward J. markey and Congressman 
Joseph P. Kennedy, iii, the President’s great-nephew.

the First-day-of-issue ceremony generated 1,123 broadcast hits, 279 
newspaper hits, and hundreds of social media hits. international media 
included coverage in Australia, Brazil, Canada, hong Kong, india, italy, 
namibia, new Zealand, the Philippines, Singapore, trinidad and tobago, 
turkey, and the United Kingdom. the event was also featured on the front 
page of the Boston Globe.

the event was part of the Kennedy library’s Sixth Annual President’s Day 
Family Festival.

600 attending guests 

21,612 stamps sold in the 
first day

1,661 national and 
international news hits

Featured on the cover of 
The Boston Globe

sample Media Coverage:

AP: 

the U.S. Postal Service has 
Unveiled a new Stamp to 
mark the 100th Anniversary 
of President John F. 
Kennedy’s Birth

Boston Globe: 

Postal Service dedicates 
JFK Stamp

Boston Herald: 

new John F. Kennedy Stamp 
marks Centennial  
of his Birth

Video: 

First-day-of-issue 
dedication Ceremony

 h i g h l i g h t s

https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B6zvHzHrDTY5dWVmSy1CUzYyWU0/view
http://www.bostonglobe.com/metro/2017/02/20/postal-service-dedicate-jfk-stamp-monday/tbe3EOzg2XKuRJtSieBXhK/story.html
http://www.bostonherald.com/news/local_coverage/2017/02/new_john_f_kennedy_stamp_marks_centennial_of_his_birth
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9yP2dTTqlLc
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Presidents’ Day Family 
Festival
John F. Kennedy Presidential Library & Museum | Boston, Massachusetts 
Monday, February 20, 2017

throughout the Sixth Annual President’s Day Family Festival, the Kennedy 
library welcomed a total of 1,826 visitors, a record-setting attendance for 
the festivities. designed for children and their families, the day featured 
presidential storytelling from Presidents Washington, lincoln, Roosevelt, and 
Jefferson, creative arts and crafts activities — such as make-your-own Abe 
lincoln stove pipe hats, scrimshaw, and White house China (which visitors 
could then bring to a White house State dinner), musical performances from 
the a capella group din & tonics, Presidential Jeopardy!, and much more. 
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John F. Kennedy Presidential Library and Museum | Boston, Massachusetts 
Saturday, March 4, 2017

President Kennedy established the Peace Corps on march 1, 1961 and since 
then, 225,000 Peace Corps volunteers have served in 141 countries around 
the world. 

to celebrate this lasting legacy and all the ways the Peace Corps 
community makes a difference at home and abroad through public service, 
the Kennedy library hosted the Peace Corps’ annual Peace Corps Week which 
served as an informational recruitment event. drawing over 200 attendees, a 
number of Boston Area Returned Peace Corps Volunteers spoke about their 
time with the Peace Corps and displayed artifacts, pictures, and information 
about the countries where they served. 

lori dunn, Greater Boston Area Field Based Regional Recruiter for Peace 
Corps, gave a presentation and screened winners of the Peace Corp’s video 
challenge. the video challenge theme was “highlighting hospitality: how 
does my Peace Corps country make people feel welcome?”. the video 
challenge asked Peace Corps Volunteers and Returned Peace Corp Volunteers 
to create two minute videos that highlight hospitality. over 40 entries were 
received from volunteers serving around the globe and the finalists were 
debuted in the compilation shown at the Kennedy library.

Peace Corps Week 
Film Screening
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Friday, April 7 – Sunday, April 9, 2017 | Nationwide

As president, John F. Kennedy reinvigorated the President’s Council on 
Physical Fitness, encouraging Americans to adopt healthier lifestyles. 
the effort, associated with the future health and competitive readiness of 
America, was as much a part of Kennedy’s “new Frontier” as intellectual 
curiosity and civic engagement. in leading this effort, President Kennedy drew 
inspiration from the Kennedy family’s love of sports and competition, such as 
the well-known touch football games they played at the Kennedy compound 
in hyannis Port, mA.

to acknowledge his lasting impact on the modern day President’s Council 
on Fitness, Sports & nutrition, the Kennedy library Foundation coordinated 
35 touch football games throughout massachusetts and across the country. 
these games advanced President Kennedy’s vision of promoting physical 
fitness and civic education to new generations.

Games were held in communities across massachusetts from Cape Cod 
to the Berkshires, throughout Greater Boston and the communities north, 
south and west of Boston. in addition, games were held across the US, in the 
shadow of the US Capitol in Washington, dC, in California, Pennsylvania, and 
Virginia. the players ranged in age from those “experienced” players, who 
were participants in President Kennedy’s campaigns, to those who know him 
only as a historic figure. Almost every game had players under 30, with many 
being played by high school age children or younger.

JFK100 Touch Football Games

more than 35 games across 
the country

Approximately 600 
participants

sample Press Coverage:

Cape Cod Times:  
honoring the Favorite 
Pastime of the Kennedy Clan

 h i g h l i g h t s

http://www.capecodtimes.com/news/20170409/honoring-favorite-pastime-of-kennedy-clan
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Notable Partners 

Adaptive Sports new england 
Boston maccabi Rugby Club
FlAG (lGBtQ Flag Football league in Boston) 
John F. Kennedy hyannis museum
harvard University
massachusetts maritime Academy
Regis College
South Boston Boys and Girls Club
Special olympics 
Stonehill College
the College of the holy Cross
University of massachusetts lowell
University of Virginia

Notable Participants and Team Organizers 

massachusetts State Auditor Suzanne Bump 
Congresswoman Katherine Clark 
State Representative mike day, Stoneham, mA
State Senator eileen donaghue, lowell, mA
mayor Kim driscoll, Salem, mA
State Representative mike driscoll, Philadelphia, PA
massachusetts State treasurer deborah Goldberg 
mayor Bob hedlund, Weymouth, mA
State Senator Adam hinds, Pittsfield, mA
State Representative dan hunt, dorchester, mA
US Senator edward J. markey
Congressman Jim mcGovern
Former State treasurer Shannon o’Brien
State Representatives dan Ryan, Charlestown, mA
mike Sherman, former Coach, Green Bay Packers 
Suffolk County Sheriff Steve tompkins  
Congresswoman niki tsongas 
John Walsh
mayor Setti Warren, newton, mA 
Salem, mA Police and Fire departments 
Weymouth, mA town and School employees
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Centennial John F. Kennedy 
Profile in Courage Award
on march 1, 2017, the John F. Kennedy library Foundation announced that it 
had selected former President Barack h. obama as the 2017 Centennial John 
F. Kennedy Profile in Courage Award™ honoree for his enduring commitment
to democratic ideals and elevating the standard of political courage in a new
century.

the selection followed a significant digital engagement campaign to 
solicit nominations for the award, resulting in over 30,000 nominations from 
members of the public. this was the highest public participation in the history 
of the award.

the 14-member, bi-partisan Profile in Courage Award Committee issued 
the following citation in announcing President obama’s award:

From his inspirational 2008 campaign until his final weeks in office, 
Barack H. Obama consistently reflected in so many ways, big and small, 
the definition of courage that John F. Kennedy cited in the opening lines 
of Profiles in Courage: “Grace under pressure.” He picked up the torch 
from President Kennedy and has now passed it onto a new generation 
of Americans, inspiring young people across the country to enter public 
service, affirming our belief in an America that is more than a collection 
of Red states and Blue states, and reminding all of us that no matter 
what we look like, where we come from, or what faith we practice, we 
are our brother’s and sister’s keeper.

Throughout his two terms in office, President Obama upheld the highest 
standards of dignity, decency and integrity, serving not just as a political 
leader, but a moral leader, offering hope and healing to the country and 
providing young men and women of all backgrounds with an example 
they can emulate in their own lives. President Obama’s entire public life 
has exemplified the courage that John F. Kennedy celebrated.

the announcement was made with an exclusive story on BuzzFeed, and 
through two videos posted across all JFK library social media platforms, 
which collectively reached over 2.5 million people in the first week of posting. 
it was covered in over 1,000 national and international news hits. President 
obama’s tweet acknowledging the award received over 100,000 reactions. 
Additionally, more than 6,500 people submitted congratulatory notes on the 
profileincourageaward.org digital card. 

Sample Media Coverage:

AP:

Former President Barack 
obama named the 2017 
Winner of the John F. 
Kennedy Profile in Courage 
Award

The Boston Globe:

Former President obama to 
be honored at JFK library

Buzzfeed: 

Barack obama Will Return 
to national Stage for 
Award honoring JFK’s 
100th Birthday

The Hill: 

obama to Receive 
JFK Award

 h i g h l i g h t s

https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B6zvHzHrDTY5cDMtVzY0X0puUzQ/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B6zvHzHrDTY5ZDVoLW9ma2dNZk0/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B6zvHzHrDTY5ajVXQzdmbG9aVEU/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B6zvHzHrDTY5VTR2RFB0VEtLazA/view
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Centennial May Dinner and 
Profile in Courage Award  
Presentation
John F. Kennedy Presidential Library & Museum | Boston, Massachusetts 
Sunday, May 7, 2017

the Centennial may dinner Gala honored the 2017 John F. Kennedy Profile 
in Courage Award winner, President Barack obama. Chaired by Jeff immelt, 
Chairman and Ceo of Boston-based General electric, the star-studded 
event featured speeches from President Kennedy’s daughter, Ambassador 
Caroline Kennedy, his grandson and Centennial Commission member, Jack 
Schlossberg, honoree President obama, and a musical performance by 
Grammy-winner James taylor.

President obama took the opportunity to remind current members of 
Congress that it “doesn’t take a lot of courage to aid those who are already 
powerful, already comfortable, already influential — but it does require some 
courage to champion the vulnerable and the sick and the infirm.”

in the lead up to the ceremony, Ambassador Kennedy and Jack Schlossberg 
appeared together on The Today Show to preview the award to President 
obama. Schlossberg also appeared on Hardball with Chris Matthews to discuss 
the award.

the award ceremony was broadcast live on Facebook and mSnBC with 
Chris matthews, drawing 378,055 live viewers on Facebook and youtube, 
and 1.3 million on live tV — one of the highest rated cable programs that 
night. the gala was attended by some of politics’ biggest names, including: 
First lady michelle obama, Vice President Joe Biden, Secretary of State John 
Kerry, Congressman Joseph P. Kennedy, iii, Senator elizabeth Warren, Senator 
edward J. markey, Senator Jeff Flake, Senator Sheldon Whitehouse, comedian 
david letterman, Patriots owner Robert Kraft, Governor deval Patrick, mayor 
martin J. Walsh, Congressman Seth moulton, mayor michael Bloomberg, 
Victoria Reggie Kennedy, and Senator ted Kennedy, Jr., among many others.

Following the ceremony, Schlossberg published an interview with President 
obama on Medium. the piece received 9,000 views and was covered by a 
number of national media outlets including Politico, Cnn and Business Insider.
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735 attending guests

4,000 national and 
international news hits

social Media follower gains:

+5,389 Facebook likes

+1,695 twitter followers

+372 instagram followers

378,055 viewers watched live 
on the JFK library’s youtube 
and Facebook pages

1.3 million watched live on 
mSnBC

9,000 views of Jack 
Schlossberg’s interview of 
President obama

sample Media Coverage:

New York Times: 

obama defends Affordable 
Care Act, But leaves trump 
out of it

CNN: 

obama Calls for ‘Courage’ 
to oppose obamacare 
Repeal

The Boston Globe: 

obama Accepts JFK Profile 
in Courage Award

Video: 
Profile in Courage Award 
Ceremony with President 
Barack obama

 h i g h l i g h t s

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HXEAZ5XcwxA&feature=youtu.be
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B6zvHzHrDTY5c0l2LTA0bjFpZEE/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B6zvHzHrDTY5ajRGUXNMX0ktSFk/view
http://www.bostonglobe.com/metro/2017/05/07/obama-visit-boston-sunday-accept-jfk-profile-courage-award/wMg7JPK8uqboArCoyjlHZI/story.html
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Massachusetts State House 
Photo Exhibit
Massachusetts State House, Doric Hall | Boston, Massachusetts 
Monday, May 15 - Friday, June 16, 2017

excerpts of a new exhibit that was displayed at the Smithsonian American 
museum of Art in Washington, dC were on display from may 15th until June 
16th at the massachusetts State house. this exhibition, American Visionary: 
John F. Kennedy’s Life and Times is based on the book, JFK: A Vision for America, 
edited by Stephen Kennedy Smith and douglas Brinkley. the curators of 
the show assembled photographs selected from the book that capture the 
dramatic scope of President Kennedy’s life and the times in which he lived. 
Some photographs are iconic; many have never before been published — 
most taken during the golden age of photojournalism in America.

mounted in collaboration with the Commonwealth of massachusetts Art 
Commission and the Kennedy library Foundation, the exhibit also features 
photographs detailing the creation of the John F. Kennedy memorial statue at 
the State house.
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JFK100 Centennial Birthday 
Weekend
Thursday, May 25 – Monday, May 29, 2017

the Kennedy library and museum hosted a five-day celebration to 
commemorate the Centennial of President Kennedy’s birth on may 29, 
1917. each day highlighted one of President Kennedy’s lasting legacies, as 
a champion of peace, inclusion, public service, science and innovation, and 
the arts, aimed at inspiring new generations to find meaning in the enduring 
values of the Kennedy administration.

Promotional efforts for the weekend resulted in 44% increase of traffic to 
the library’s website, millions of people engaging with the library’s social 
posts, over 14,000 new followers on social media that weekend alone, 
approximately 3.400 news stories highlighting the new exhibit and the 
library’s efforts to celebrate the centennial, and the collection of over 6,000 
new email addresses from the JFK birthday card. 

in perhaps the most remarkable feat, may 29, 2017 saw the highest-ever 
museum attendance on record at the JFK library since the institution opened 
in 1979. Since this record-breaking weekend, the momentum has continued 
with General Admission attendance up 37% for June and July (versus the 
same time last year).

Centennial Weekend Celebration at a Glance

Thursday, May 25th 
massachusetts military heroes Fund luncheon 
Forum and Private dinner with david mcCullough

Friday, May 26th 
Opening of JFK100: Milestones & Mementos exhibition 
Red Sox Pre-Game Ceremony

Saturday, May 27th 
JFK Centennial Commemoration for the Peace Corps Community 

Sunday, May 28th 
Space exploration discovery day: yesterday, today and tomorrow

Monday, May 29th 
JFK Centennial Celebration

A more detailed look at each event is included below.
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Massachusetts Military Heroes Fund Luncheon
John F. Kennedy Presidential Library & Museum | Boston, Massachusetts 
Thursday, May 25, 2017

to honor and celebrate the time President Kennedy spent serving in our 
nation’s armed forces, the Kennedy library Foundation held a private 
luncheon and museum tour for the massachusetts military heroes Fund’s  
Bereaved military Families. Founded by the late Senator edward m. Kennedy, 
this group provides support to the families of military personnel who have 
died as a result of active duty post September 11th. 

the military heroes group started their day by planting a memorial day 
Flag Garden on the Boston Common for memorial day Weekend. the 37,000 
flags represented one massachusetts service member who gave his/her 
life to defend the United States since the Revolutionary War. the result is a 
beautiful tribute and a powerful message of community support. Following 
the Flag Garden, the group traveled to the library for the luncheon and 
tour, and to create a rock garden containing the names of the fallen on river 
stones. the rock garden was created with the help of Project 351, a nonprofit 
organization that engages eighth graders from across the Commonwealth in 
community service projects. 
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Kennedy Library Forum:  
The American Spirit: Who We Are and What We Stand For
John F. Kennedy Presidential Library & Museum | Boston, Massachusetts 
Thursday, May 25, 2017

the Kennedy library was pleased to host historian and recipient of the 
Presidential medal of Freedom, david mcCullough, for a discussion of his new 
collection of speeches, The American Spirit: Who We Are and What We Stand 
For. moderated by former ABC reporter Charlie Gibson, the discussion was 
attended by an overflow crowd of 600 and watched by 14,290 online viewers. 
After a tumultuous election that left the country divided, mcCullough 
gathered the most important speeches he made throughout his career to 
remind Americans of the nation’s founding principles and values.

Video: david mcCullough on “the American Spirit”

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dDV3xNjHRWA
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Centennial Exhibition Opening — JFK100: Milestones & Mementos
John F. Kennedy Presidential Library &  Museum | Boston, Massachusetts 
Friday, May 26 – May 2018

to commemorate the centennial of President John F. Kennedy’s birth, the 
JFK Presidential library and museum opened a new special exhibit, JFK 100: 
Milestones & Mementos. on display through may 2018, the exhibit features a 
compelling selection of 100 original artifacts, documents, and photographs 
which reveal the arc of President Kennedy’s life and political career. 

historical items like a baby picture from his first formal photo session, 
notes for his 1956 book, Profiles in Courage, and his Cabinet Room chair put 
visitors in touch with the man who occupied the office. more than half of 
the items, including a selection of his personal belongings — his sunglasses, 
neckties, and gifts from his small children — are on display in this exhibit for 
the first time.

“each of these 100 items has a story revealing some facet of JFK’s life 
experience and personality,” said Stacey Bredhoff, museum Curator at the 
JFK Presidential library. “Some chronicle his political ambitions; some speak 
to the trappings of the office he occupied and revered; some mark significant 
milestones in our nation’s history. But it may be the everyday things — the 
beat-up suitcase, the neckties, the pencils from his desk, the gifts from his 
children — that speak most poignantly of his humanity and help us to connect 
with him a full century after his birth.”

the exhibit was featured on every local Boston television station and 
covered in the Boston Globe, Boston Herald, Boston Magazine, Reuters, the Wall 
Street Journal, and Women’s Wear Daily. 

sample Media Coverage:

TIME Magazine: 
the Artifacts that Speak to 
President Kennedy’s Private 
Side

The Boston Globe: 
new JFK exhibit offers a 
Glimpse into the 
President’s humanity

Women’s Wear Daily: 
Remembering JFK’s 
‘effortless’ Style 100 years 
After his Birth

WCVB Chronicle: 
JFK 100: Milestones & 
Mementos

 h i g h l i g h t s

https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B6zvHzHrDTY5Y29ObHlVeE5qUFk/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B6zvHzHrDTY5aEZkSVlUZGI1ZEE/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B6zvHzHrDTY5ZVVPQ2FkOVFxOXc/view
http://www.wcvb.com/article/jfk-100-milestones-and-momentos/9939365
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Special Pre-Game Ceremony at Boston Red Sox
Fenway Park | Boston, Massachusetts  
Friday, May 26, 2017

Before their matchup against the Seattle mariners, the Boston Red Sox and 
Kennedy library Foundation held a special pre-game ceremony honoring the 
five pillars of President Kennedy’s legacy — inclusion, science and innovation, 
peace and diplomacy, public service, and civil rights. one leader from 
each field including, tim Shriver, Chairman of the Special olympics, Carol 
Fulp, President and Ceo of the Partnership, Robert Curbeam of nASA and 
Raytheon, lt. Commander timothy Anderson, lt. Commander and executive 
officer of the USS Constitution, and Glenn Blumhorst, President and Ceo 
of the national Peace Corps Association were welcomed on the field as mr. 
Shriver threw out the first pitch. Pauline Wells, lieutenant of the Cambridge 
Police department, sang the national Anthem.

Against the background of the on-field event, the Foundation worked 
with Fenway Park to present the images and ideas of the JFK 100: Visionary 
campaign. displayed on Fenway’s giant digital scoreboard, the key Visionary 
themes of Pioneering innovation, inclusion, equality and Peace were 
presented to the crowd. in addition to the Visionary ads, the JFK library 
Foundation created a custom JFK100 Snapchat geofilter that was used by 
400 people, and both the scoreboard and on air time on neSn were used 
to promote Centennial Weekend. it is likely that the ads and promotional 
mentions, which reached roughly 100,000 viewers and attendees, helped 
drive the museum’s record setting memorial day attendance. 

sample Media Coverage:

New England Sports 
Network (NESN):

Red Sox honor President 
John F. Kennedy’s legacy 
on memorial day Weekend

 h i g h l i g h t s

http://nesn.com/2017/05/red-sox-honor-president-john-f-kennedys-legacy-on-memorial-day-weekend/
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JFK100 Centennial Commemoration of the Peace Corps
John F. Kennedy Presidential Library & Museum | Boston, Massachusetts 
Saturday, May 27, 2017

once again, to honor President Kennedy’s founding of the Peace Corps, the 
Kennedy library partnered with the national Peace Corps Association and 
the Boston area Returned Peace Corps Volunteers to host the Peace Corps 
community at a commemoration of the President. 

Congressman Joseph P. Kennedy, iii, a returned Peace Corps Volunteer, 
spoke of his experiences serving in the dominican Republic to an audience 
of approximately 450 Peace Corp volunteers, friends and family. the 
Congressman called his time in service “the proudest line on my resume.” 
two panels of Peace Corp leadership and volunteers followed the 
Congressman’s remarks. the first panel, “Personal Perspectives — Since 
1961” included Robert C. terry, director emeritus of the national Peace 
Corps Association, newell Flather, Board member of the national Peace 
Corps Association, marta hodgkins-Sumner, former Peace Corps volunteer, 
and helen lowman, former director of the Peace Corps. the second, “the 
Future of the Peace Corps” included Alana deJoseph, former Peace Corp 
volunteer, Glenn Blumhorst, President and Ceo of the national Peace Corps 
Association, former Congressman Christopher h. Shays, mark Gearan, 
former director of the Peace Corps, and William Josephson, the first deputy 
General Counsel of the Peace Corps.

•	535,000+ reached on
Facebook for Congressman
Joe Kennedy Speech video

•	179,000+ views on
Facebook including live
views

Video: 

Representative Joe Kennedy 
iii on the Peace Corps

 h i g h l i g h t s

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=s4JSCXeGTI0


the John F.  Kennedy CentenniAl CommiSSion RePoRt   27

NASA Space Exploration Discovery Day: Yesterday, Today and 
Tomorrow
John F. Kennedy Presidential Library and Museum | Boston, Massachusetts 
Sunday, May 28, 2017

to commemorate President Kennedy’s challenge to the nation of landing a 
man on the moon, the JFK library presented an afternoon program with guest 
speakers, hands-on activities, and virtual reality experiences for over 900 
kids, families, and adults.

Special guest Captain Christopher Cassidy, Chief of the Astronaut 
office, nASA — who is responsible for mission preparation and support 
of onboard crews — shared his experiences working on the international 
Space Station (iSS) including transport to and from the iSS aboard the 
Russian Soyuz spacecraft. Building upon JFK’s famous call to action, he 
declared, “We choose to go to mars!” Visitors of all ages were captivated 
by his presentation. Captain Cassidy was joined by colleague Su Curley, a 
Space electrical engineer at nASA, who gave a history of spacesuits from 
the mercury program to the present day and fascinated everyone with a 
demonstration of the operational aspects of modern spacesuits. more than 
9,600 viewers have accessed Cassidy’s and Curley’s talks online as well.

hands-on activities took place throughout the library and museum 
galleries including a build-your-own rocket, a virtual reality exploration of 
the iSS, Space Geography Jeopardy!, and a tour of the Space Race exhibit 
including the Freedom 7 spacecraft flown by Astronaut Alan Shepard, the first 
American in Space.

While terrestrial activities took place, library visitors were also treated to 
an out-of-this-world recorded video message from Astronaut Jack Fischer, 
currently aboard the iSS.

Video: Astronaut Christopher Cassidy on living in Space and Future nASA 
missions

Video: nASA engineer Su Curley on how Spacesuits Protect Astronauts

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UvD3ZFwzl1Y
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EYFvZK_AdN0
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JFK100 Centennial Celebration
John F. Kennedy Presidential Library & Museum | Boston, Massachusetts 
Monday, May 29, 2017

President Kennedy’s 100th birthday fell on memorial day — monday, may 
29, 2017. to mark the occasion, the JFK library held a day of celebrations and 
remembrances to honor the life and legacy of the President. At the end of the 
day, the JFK library had welcomed almost 5,400 visitors, breaking its single-
day attendance record set back in 1979 when the library originally opened. 
the JFK library would like to thank omeGA, the martin Richard Foundation, 
the Blanche and irving laurie Foundation, and liberty Concepts for their 
generous assistance for the JFK100 Centennial. 

the day started with the navy Sea Cadets from haverhill, massachusetts 
performing a ceremonial raising of the American flag, set to the National 
Anthem by the US navy midshipmen Band. ninety-nine additional flags were 
raised and lowered throughout the day.

Visitors were treated to choral performances by the Boston City Singers, of 
dorchester, massachusetts, and the Bel Canto Singers from Rush henrietta 
high School in henrietta, new york. the US navy Band performed in front of 
a packed audience, followed by remarks by Boston’s mayor martin J. Walsh 
who welcomed the Boston crowd by stating “the stories of the Kennedy and 
Fitzgerald families are the story of Boston.” 

mayor Walsh led a cake cutting with James m. Roth, Acting director 
of the JFK library, and Steven m. Rothstein, executive director of the JFK 
library Foundation. the cake was prepared by montilio’s Bakery, who also 
baked President Kennedy’s wedding and inaugural cakes. Weighing in at 550 
pounds, the cake was shaped like the JFK Library, measured seven feet deep 
by eight feet wide, used 180 pounds of sugar, 120 pounds of flour, 80 pounds 
of eggs, and 60 pounds of shortening.

sample Media Coverage:

The Boston Globe: 
on Centennial of JFK’s 
Birth, memories of a 
different era

The Boston Herald: 
 JFK message of ‘humanity’ 
Recalled at Birthday Bash

WCVB TV Boston: 
Boston Remembers JFK on 
What Would have Been 
his 100th Birthday

MassLive/AP: 
Americans turned out by 
the thousands monday 
to Celebrate the life and 
legacy of President John F. 
Kennedy

 h i g h l i g h t s

https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B6zvHzHrDTY5RThHVHFjYmlNT1U/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B6zvHzHrDTY5ZHlNLTlHRHNkSFE/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B6zvHzHrDTY5dWVFcUQ4YUdtZ2s/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B6zvHzHrDTY5WjlucExqVDhtV1k/view
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the day ended with a ceremonial flag lowering set to taps by the navy 
midshipmen Band. due to inclimate weather, a planned flyover by navy Strike 
Fighter Squadron 131 from the USS eisenhower was cancelled.

many public officials, influencers, and organizations with connections to 
President Kennedy tweeted in honor of the centennial- tagging us or using 
#JFK100. Some of the accounts are:

•	5,400 visitors set new
single-day attendance
record

•	3,200+ articles in
newspapers, tV/Radio,
and online

•	37,000+ people watched
the Centennial Ceremonies
either live or after the fact
on social media

•	6,000 people signed digital
birthday card

•	hashtag #JFK100 trended
on twitter all day

Video: 

• 	Boston City Singers 
(6th-12th Grades) 
Centennial Celebration 
Performance

• 	Boston City Singers 
(3rd-5th Grades) 
Centennial Celebration 
Performance

• 	U.S. navy Band Centennial 
Celebration Performance

• 	Boston mayor marty 
Walsh Reflects on JFK for 
Centennial Celebration 

 h i g h l i g h t s

President Bill Clinton
Fenway Park
Google Arts and Culture
Representative John lewis
Senator ed markey
nASA
Conan o’Brien    

Peace Corps
the Pulitzer Prizes
Red Sox
Special olympics
James taylor
Carey elwes
Joe Scarborough

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lHUl6A-ZuPI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QPaRrAD6CFQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=obdFs-oLMY8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=z1ceaZ3Tcrk


Kennedy Library Forum Series

the Kennedy Library Forums are a series of public affair programs to foster public 
discussion on a diverse range of historical, political and cultural topics 
reflecting the legacy of President and mrs. Kennedy’s White house years. All 
Forums are free and open to the public and can be viewed via a live stream on 
the library’s youtube and Facebook channels, as well as jfklibrary.org.

the Kennedy library’s 2017 Forums were enjoyed by 4,825 in-person 
attendees and more than 140,606 online viewers (55,709 on youtube and 
84,897 on Facebook). the library has increased online viewers by broadcasting 
live on Facebook this year as well as uploading shorter clips from forums after 
they’ve taken place.

in 2017, the library began experimenting with live, off-site watching parties 
with the first pilot program at the John F. Kennedy hyannis museum. the 
hyannis museum interacts with the panelists during the live Q&A session via 
twitter. during each Forum, the Kennedy library also live-tweets with 
interesting, real-time quotes as they unfold. Following the forum, the library 
generates video clips of the event and posts them on youtube and on social 
media channels so people can watch compelling highlights. the JFK library’s 
online audiences continue to grow and represent an area of potential, as this is 
a way to share outstanding programming with exponentially more people. 

the Kennedy Library Forum Series is made possible through the generous 
support from lead sponsor Bank of America, the lowell institute, The Boston 
Globe, WBUR, and Xfinity.

Opportunities & Challenges for the New Administration
Thursday, January 19, 2017

on the eve of the 2017 inauguration, tom Ashbrook, host of WBUR’s On Point, 
moderated a discussion with Boston College historian heather Cox Richardson; 
Pulitzer Prize-winning journalist and director of the investigative Journalism 
Project at harvard law School Ron Suskind; and editor of the Boston Globe Brian 
mcGrory. the Forum addressed the opportunities and challenges for the trump 
administration and was thoughtful, insightful, and much needed, as evidenced 
by the overflow capacity audience of 700 and the positive responses. the back-
and-forth between Richardson and Suskind was so dynamic that WBUR 
programming director iris Adler, who was in the audience, immediately booked 
the two of them for a new politics and history podcast that launched on June 15th.

in addition to overflow crowd of 700 who attended in person at the Kennedy 
library, the Forum was watched online on youtube and Facebook by a total of 
3,067 individuals.

Watch Opportunities and Challenges for the New Administration here.
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3kxdUPScuu4
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The Nine of Us: Growing Up Kennedy 
Tuesday, January 24, 2017

Ambassador Jean Kennedy Smith discussed her new book The Nine of Us: 
Growing Up Kennedy with her son and the President’s nephew, Stephen 
Kennedy Smith. the conversation was moderated by Pulitzer Prize-winning 
and former Boston Globe columnist eileen mcnamara and was viewed by an 
audience of 700, including 31,189 online viewers.

Watch The Nine of Us: Growing Up Kennedy here.

Towards a Safer Community
Monday, February 27, 2017

Kennedy library guests were joined by Boston Police Commissioner William 
B. evans; the Reverend mark V. Scott, an Associate Pastor at the Azusa 
Christian Community and member of the City of Boston’s Streetworker team; 
and the Reverend Jeffrey l. Brown, founder of Rebuilding every Community 
Around Peace (ReCAP), for a conversation on the successes and challenges 
facing the Boston community. the discussion was moderated by Byron 
Barnett, reporter for Whdh 7 news and host of Urban Update, and was 
well-received by many audiences, including a Criminal Justice class from 
emmanuel College.

Watch Towards A Safer Community here.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SkBvuGViIWk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ex9nBp0ZaeQ
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JFK’s Visit to Ireland with Ryan Tubridy and PJ Lynch
Monday, March 6, 2017

Acclaimed irish broadcaster and Late Late Show host Ryan tubridy was joined 
by ireland’s current laureate for children’s literature, P.J. lynch, and Pulitzer 
Prize-winning journalist for the Boston Globe, Kevin Cullen, for a wonderful 
discussion on their new children’s picture book Patrick and the President. 225 
audience members attended the Forum, which was also viewed online by an 
additional 1,296 individuals. Prior to the Forum, the panelists graciously took 
part in a special program for 250 local fourth and fifth graders, who listened 
to a live reading of the story and asked questions.

Watch JFK’s Visit to Ireland with Ryan Tubridy and PJ Lynch here.

Kennedy Library Distinguished Visitor Forum: A Conversation with An 
Taoiseach Enda Kenny TD
Monday, March 13, 2017

the Kennedy library Forum with An taoiseach enda Kenny td, Prime 
minister of ireland, and dr. Robert mauro, director of the irish institute at 
Boston College, was cancelled due to a snowstorm.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5WXZj_xzhSc
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American Experience: The Great War
Tuesday, March 28, 2017

in partnership with WGBh, the Kennedy library held an exclusive preview 
and discussion of the new American Experience series, The Great War. the 
screening was followed by a panel discussion with local professors Chris 
Capozzola, mit Associate Professor of history; Chad Williams, Brandeis 
University Chair of the department of African and Afro-American Studies; 
moderator Phillip martin of WGBh; and executive Producers mark Samels 
and Amanda Pollack regarding America’s entry into World War i. 325 guests 
attended the Forum and 660 have viewed the online video since.
Watch American Experience: The Great War here.

2017 PEN/Hemingway Awards
Sunday, April 2, 2017

the 41st Annual Pen/hemingway Award Ceremony was held at the JFK 
library on April 2 in partnership with Pen new england.

Patrick hemingway, ernest hemingway’s son, presented the 2017 Pen 
hemingway Award to yaa Gyasi for her novel Homegoing. novelist and 
biographer Roxana Robinson, President of the Authors Guild, delivered 
the keynote address. the Kennedy library is the major repository of 
ernest hemingway’s works. the Pen/hemingway Award, created by mary 
hemingway to honor her late husband and draw attention to first books of 
fiction, honors a distinguished first book of fiction by an American author.

honoree yaa Gyasi received $25,000, a month-long Residency Fellowship 
at the Ucross Foundation in Wyoming, and a residency at the distinguished 
Visiting Writers Series at the University of idaho’s mFA Creative Writing 
Program. this year’s judges, Andrea Barrett, helen elaine lee, and Jim 
Shepard, also selected two other finalists — Bill Beverly for Dodgers and 
leopoldine Core for When Watched — and honorable mentions — melissa 
yancy for Dog Years and Callan Wink for Run Dog Moon. All four received a 
Residency Fellowship at the Ucross Foundation.

the ceremony also included the presentation of the 2017 Pen/new 
england Awards, which honor outstanding works of fiction, poetry, and 
nonfiction by new england-based authors. this year’s winners were david 
Rivard for Standoff, matthew desmond for evicted: Poverty and Profit in the 
American City, and Robin macArthur for Half Wild. 

Watch the 2017 Pen/hemingway Award Ceremony here.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=StgloPDWBnE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6InwSg-30Vg
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A Conversation with Ernest Moniz
Thursday, April 13, 2017

mit Professor of Physics and Former US Secretary of Energy ernest J. moniz 
discussed key issues related to climate change, clean energy, and nuclear 
security with david Gergen, Senior Political Analyst for Cnn and Co-
director of the Center for Public leadership at harvard. moniz spoke about 
very complex issues and managed to humanize them and make the 
discussion accessible for the the 355 people in the audience and those 
watching via livestream.

Watch A Conversation with Ernest J. Moniz here.

A Conversation on Healthcare
Monday, April 17, 2017

massachusetts Secretary of health and human Services, marylou Sudders, 
and President of Boston health Care for the homeless, dr. James o’Connell, 
discussed key healthcare issues in Boston and opportunities for 
improvement with WCVB’s emily Riemer.

Watch A Conversation on Healthcare here.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ivt93ZOIC5U
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tyhULSuS8-U
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Hemingway’s Brain
Thursday, April 20, 2017

As home to almost 90% of ernest hemingway’s manuscript items, the 
Kennedy library was honored to host dr. Andrew Farah, Chief of Psychiatry, 
high Point division at the University of north Carolina, to discuss his new 
book Hemingway’s Brain with moderator dr. linda miller, distinguished 
Professor of english at Penn State Abington. dr. Farah’s book provides an 
insightful and innovative look at hemingway using today’s understanding of 
neuropsychology — using his analysis of hemingway’s mental health and how 
that diagnosis impacted his work. the intellectual conversation was streamed 
online by 1,197 individuals.

Watch Hemingway’s Brain here.

JFK: A Vision for America
Monday, May 15, 2017

in celebration of his uncle’s 100th birthday, Stephen Kennedy Smith and 
douglas Brinkley co-edited a volume of remembrances of President Kennedy 
by historical figures — including President Barack obama, Senator elizabeth 
Warren, david mcCullough, Kofi Annan, and the dalai lama. A compilation 
of President Kennedy’s most important speeches, 700 photographs, and 
commentary and reflections, the book tells the story of President Kennedy’s 
life and brings his legacy and vision for America into the current political 
sphere. harvard University Professor Fred logevall moderated a conversation 
attended by 265 guests and viewed online by 1,491 more.

Watch JFK: A Vision for America here.

Richard Nixon: The Life
Tuesday, May 16, 2017

Award-winning author and former Boston Globe correspondent John A. Farrell 
led a groundbreaking discussion on his new nixon biography, Richard Nixon: 
The Life. moderated by Brian mcGrory, editor of the Boston Globe, mr. Farrell 
discussed how he found proof that nixon intentionally derailed peace talks 
in Vietnam during the 1968 campaign in order to improve his chances for 
the presidency. in addition to those attending at the library, the Forum was 
livestreamed to 1,493 other viewers.

Watch Richard Nixon: The Life here.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=n5L48qUSr7w
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Z7seuq7pD48
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3CVY9pvf4oE
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The Road to Camelot: JFK’s Five-Year Campaign
Monday, May 22, 2017

ellen Fitzpatrick, professor of history at the University of new hampshire, 
moderated a discussion with Pulitzer Prize-winning journalist and Washington 
correspondent for the Boston Globe, tom oliphant, and former Boston Globe 
reporter and Professor of Journalism at the University of mississippi, Curtis 
Wilkie, regarding their new book The Road to Camelot: Inside JFK’s Five-Year 
Campaign. Particularly relevant in today’s political sphere, mr. oliphant and 
mr. Wilkie described how President Kennedy’s unique strategies changed the 
way Americans saw and elected future politicians. the Forum was attended 
by 300 guests and livestreamed on Facebook and youtube to an additional 
1,791 others.

Watch The Road to Camelot: JFK’s Five-Year Campaign here.

A Conversation with His Excellency Ban Ki-moon
Wednesday, June 28, 2017

his excellency Ban Ki-moon, eighth Secretary General of the United 
nations and Angelopoulos Global Public leaders Fellow at the harvard 
Kennedy School, led a discussion on key global issues and reflected on his 
distinguished diplomatic career. david Gergen, Senior Political Analyst for 
Cnn and Co-director for the Center for Public leadership at the harvard 
Kennedy School, moderated. the popular event was well-attended with 460 
attendees and livestreamed to many more.

Watch A Conversation with His Excellency Ban Ki-moon here.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0WGg1pqrGnM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xnROhBdDOGY
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Kennedy Library Celebrate! 
Events
the Kennedy library’s Celebrate! series, appropriate for family audiences and 
children five years and up, seeks to highlight America’s rich cultural diversity 
through the arts — honoring President Kennedy and the First lady’s advocacy 
for and support of the arts and culture. thanks to the generous support from 
the highland Street Foundation, all performances are free and take place at 
the John F. Kennedy Presidential library & museum.

Benkadi Drum and Dance
Monday, January 16, 2017

the JFK library welcomed the Benkadi drum and dance, who performed 
traditional rhythm and movements from the countries of mali and Guinea in 
honor of African American heritage month for an audience of 524 attendees. 
Both adults and children remained engaged and entertained as the audience 
was invited to participate in learning some dance steps and beats. the 
performance was educationally enriching with interactive components 
and Benkadi continually provided cultural context for the music, songs and 
dances.

Tanglewood Marionettes Presents The Dragon King
Saturday, January 28, 2017

the JFK library hosted a performance honoring lunar new year as part of the 
Celebrate! series. tanglewood marionettes returned to perform The Dragon 
King on Saturday, January 28 for an audience of 273. tanglewood’s program 
captivated children and adult audiences alike to entertain and showcase the 
cultural and historic roots of this fable with inter-generational connections.

Bright Star Touring Theatre Presents Black History Hall of Fame
Wednesday, February 22, 2017

in February, Bright Star touring theatre made its debut performance at the 
JFK library for 384 visitors. this fast-paced theater performance honored 
African American heritage month with over a dozen iconic historical figures 
from black history including Sojourner truth, harriet tubman, dr. daniel hale 
Williams, tuskegee Airman Charles Alfred Anderson, Aretha Franklin, Rosa 
Parks, olympian Wilma Rudolf, Astronaut mae Jemison, maya Angelou, and 
dr. martin luther King Jr. 
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Themselves: An Immigrant’s Story
Saturday, March 11, 2017

themselves returned to the JFK library to perform An Immigrant’s Story on 
Saturday, march 11, in honor of St. Patrick’s day for 163 visitors. this theater 
performance followed a young nineteenth-century irish woman on her journey 
to America. the audience participated in the performance of storytelling, 
traditional music, and an irish jig. 

National Marionette Theatre: Humperdinck’s Hansel & Gretel
Tuesday, April 18, 2017

the 2016 – 2017 season ended on a strong note with national marionette 
theatre performing Humperdinck’s Hansel and Gretel for an audience of 393 
on tuesday, April 18. national marionette produced a visually stunning 
performance that captivated the audience of children and adults alike. 
the performance was engaging, entertaining, and highly educational in 
showcasing one of the most famous of the Grimm Brothers’ stories while 
highlighting the importance of teamwork and family.
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Youth & Professional  
Development Educational 
Events
JFK: The First Television President
America in Class Webinars | Thursday, March 2, 2017

President Kennedy was the first president to use television as a means of 
speaking directly with the American people, and to honor that historic legacy, 
the Kennedy library co-hosted a national webinar with the national humanities 
entitled JFK: The First Television President. hosted by ellen Fitzpatrick, Professor 
of history at the University of new hampshire, the program focused on 
President Kennedy and his masterful use of television during the early 1960s. 
From the first debates with Richard nixon to the live press conferences, and 
televised coverage of the Kennedy family and children — the webinar explored 
how President Kennedy’s use of the medium redefined politics and continues to 
influence it today. teachers from across the country actively participated in the 
program.

Close to Home: Autobiographies, Memoirs and Family Stories for  
Young Readers & Writers
John F. Kennedy Presidential Library & Museum | Boston, Massachusetts 
Wednesday, March 29, 2017

A young John F. Kennedy loved to read personal accounts of inspiring historical 
figures. to honor the way that literature can shape young readers and act as 
stepping stones for young writers, the JFK library partnered with the John F. 
Kennedy national historic Site for the 16th time on this all-day professional 
conference.

Award-winning children and young adult authors Alma Flor Ada, nikki 
Grimes and lois lowry participated in morning panels on “Writing From life” 
and presented their individual sessions during the afternoon. Keynote speaker 
Ralph Fletcher talked about the writing of his memoir for young readers, 
Marshfield Dreams, and presented a workshop on “Autobiography and memoir 
in the Classroom.” Children’s author and literacy educator F. isabel Campoy led 
a workshop on “Writing a Self-Portrait of identity” and storyteller Cindy Rivka 
marshall performed “the Gift of Stories” to lead off the conference. She also 
presented a workshop entitled “in the moment: Capturing a memory through 
Storytelling.”

the event was followed by a meet-and-greet and book signing with the 
authors for the 167 attendees — a record-setting attendance for the conference, 
beating last year’s total by more than 50%. the Kennedy library presented five 
scholarships for teachers in Boston Public Schools so that they were able to 
attend the conference free of charge.
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Centennial Profile in Courage High School Essay Contest

in his Pulitzer Prize-winning book, Profiles in Courage, President Kennedy 
recounted the stories of eight US Senators who risked their careers to do what 
was right for the nation. these leaders demonstrated political courage by 
taking a stand for the public good in spite of pressure by interest groups, their 
political party, or even their constituents. 

The John F. Kennedy Profile in Courage Essay Contest for High School Students 
invites students from across the nation to write an essay on an act of political 
courage by a U.S. elected official. the contest was established to help high 
school students appreciate the importance of public service and the difficult 
choices that politicians often face. the essay contest is sponsored by the John 
F. Kennedy library Foundation and supported by John hancock.

the winning essay by daud Shad of mountain lakes, new Jersey, described
the political courage of William mcCulloch, a Republican U.S. congressman 
from ohio who in 1963, risked his reputation, career, and standing in the 
Republican Party when he agreed to support civil rights legislation introduced 
by President Kennedy. daud, a senior at mountain lakes high School, 
received a special JFK Centennial award of $20,000 and a hardcover copy 
of Profiles in Courage as his first-place prize. Additionally, a breakfast was 
held on monday, may 8, 2017 to recognize his achievements in front of the 
selection committee and its Chairman, Al hunt. 

news of this year’s special JFK Centennial Profile in Courage essay 
Contest reached over 1.5 million students, teachers, administrators, guidance 
counselors, youth librarians, and parents through digital and print outreach 
efforts. Submissions totaled 2,248 essays written by students from fifty 
states and Washington, d.C., American Samoa, Bulgaria, Canada, China, 
england, Germany, Japan, and South Korea. this total represents a 9% 
increase over 2016 and a 17% increase over 2015. 
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Beyond Black and White: Prioritizing Race and Racial Formation in  
the Study of American Life, Past and Present
John F. Kennedy Presidential Library & Museum | Boston, Massachusetts 
Weekdays between Monday, July 10 – Friday, July 21, 2017

every year, the Kennedy library and the University of massachusetts Boston 
offer educators and graduate students the opportunity to explore in depth 
a topic drawn from American history, politics, culture, or social policy 
through the American Studies Summer institute. to commemorate President 
Kennedy’s landmark address on civil rights and efforts to forward civil rights 
legislation, this year’s program placed race and racial formation at the center 
of its historical investigation in order to understand how they each continue 
to impact and challenge contemporary perceptions of what it means to be 
“American”. 

the thirty-one attendees, including twenty current teachers, explored how 
race broadly has been made and remade, and considered the kinds of effects 
that this process has had both upon racial identities and alliances with the 
US. directed by Keith Jones, lecturer in Africana Studies at the University of 
massachusetts Boston and nina tisch, education Specialist at the Kennedy 
library, the program featured 16 presentations from scholars affiliated with 
Amherst College, Brandeis University, Brown University, mount holyoke 
College, Suffolk University law School, University of massachusetts Boston, 
and Wellesley College. topics included the Atlantic slave trade, indentured 
labor and plantation slavery, native American sovereignty, Whiteness as a 
racial formation, race and schooling in Antebellum Boston, racial enforcement 
of mexican and mexican American identities, the Japanese internment, 
redlining and segregation, Cold War civil rights, police abuse in communities 
of color, and environmental racism.
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“Building a Better World” Summer Reading Program
Libraries across the Commonwealth of Massachusetts 
Tuesday, May 30, 2017

in partnership with the massachusetts Board of library Commissioners, the 
Kennedy library celebrated President Kennedy’s Centennial throughout the 
summer of 2017 with a “Building a Better World” theme. Both organizations 
honor the President’s actions in trying to do just that, by encouraging readers 
to discover new frontiers through reading.

the mBlC and the Kennedy library created materials that were distributed 
to libraries across the Commonwealth, including ReAd posters featuring a 
then-Senator Kennedy reading, and one with First lady Jacqueline Kennedy 
with a young Caroline Kennedy. Also included are bookmarks with a list of 
the President’s mother’s favorite books, a booklist of publications featured in 
“Book lockers” sent to the first group of Peace Corps volunteers, and a series 
of 10 bookmarks with President Kennedy’s most inspirational quotes.

Additionally, the Kennedy library’s education and Public Programs 
department created three toolkits — one for children, one for teens, and 
another for adults — so users can learn about President Kennedy’s life and 
legacy.

the mBlC offers a statewide summer reading program each year, which 
attracts 300,000 people of all ages to 350 libraries. the Summer Reading 
Program is free and encourages participants to set reading goals and write 
reviews to reflect on what they have learned.
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United States Citizenship  
& Immigration Services  
Naturalization Ceremonies
John F. Kennedy Presidential Library and Museum | Boston, Massachusetts

Wednesday, January 18, 2017
Wednesday, February 8, 2017
Wednesday, march 8, 2017
Wednesday, July 12, 2017
thursday, november 30, 2017

every year, the John F. Kennedy Presidential library and museum, in 
partnership with the John F. Kennedy library Foundation, the United States 
Citizenship and immigration Services, and the massachusetts district Court 
office, hosts five naturalization Ceremonies in the Kennedy library’s Smith 
Center. to celebrate the Fitzgeralds and the Kennedys immigration from 
ireland to the United States, and to honor the generations who worked hard 
until one of their own was president, approximately 200 citizens take the 
oath of Citizenship to the United States in front of the US district Court and 
many family members.

At the march 8, 2017 ceremony, mohamad Ali, Ceo of Carbonite, offered 
words of welcome and inspiration to the new citizens, saying, “despite the 
many challenges we face as a country today, the American dream is alive and 
real. you can be the hard-working American mechanic whom the community 
respects, like my father. you can be the Ceo of a company, like me. your 
daughter can be the governor of the state, like nikki haley in South Carolina. 
And your descendent can be the president of the United States, like President 
John F. Kennedy, great-grandson of immigrants. your dreams and your dreams 
for your children, however modest or grand, can be real.”

Ali immigrated to the United States from Guyana at the age of eleven with 
his mother and $34 dollars in their pockets. Ali’s rise from young immigrant to 
tech company Ceo embodies the ideals that President Kennedy wrote about 
in his book, A Nation of Immigrants.

naturalization Ceremonies are made possible through generous support 
from eastern Bank.

sample press coverage:

Boston Globe: 

this Ceo Just explained 
What the American dream 
means to an immigrant

WBUR FM Boston:

As immigrants in Boston 
take Citizenship oaths, 
many Feel Greater ‘Sense 
of Security’

Video:

Watch mohamad Ali speak 
to new citizens here.

 h i g h l i g h t s

http://www.bostonglobe.com/business/2017/03/08/carbonite-ceo-mohamad-ali-speech-fellow-immigrants-the-american-dream-alive-and-real/EuegvSQuDzNZs3zOl7kyzH/story.html
http://www.wbur.org/news/2017/02/09/immigrants-now-citizens-relief
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=z1_KWsD1ZtE
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New Frontier Network Profiles 
In Service Breakfast Speaker 
Series
the Kennedy library Foundation Profiles in Service Speaker Series is offered 
to members of the Foundation’s new Frontier network (nFn) and features an 
hour of conversation with leaders and rising stars in public service. the nFn 
seeks to bring together leaders and philanthropists with no living memory 
of President Kennedy who are committed to advancing President Kennedy’s 
ideals of civic engagement and public service to new generations.

the Profiles in Service Speaker Series is made possible through the 
generous support of John hancock and and are hosted at their headquarters 
in Boston.

Profiles in Service Breakfast with State Auditor Suzanne Bump
Wednesday, April 5, 2017

massachusetts State Auditor Suzanne Bump joined the Kennedy library 
Foundation’s new Frontier network members and guests at a special 
breakfast hosted by John hancock and moderated by Patrick devlin, Business 
Conduct and Policy director of Corporate Counsel at liberty mutual.

thirty guests engaged in conversation with Auditor Bump, who spoke 
about the various programs she has implemented throughout the agency 
since being sworn into office in January 2011 and her lifelong commitment to 
President Kennedy’s ideals of public service and civic engagement.
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Profiles in Service Breakfasts with Dr. Vanessa Kerry
Wednesday, May 3, 2017

the Kennedy library Foundation’s new Frontier network was joined by dr. 
Vanessa Kerry, Co-Founder and Ceo of Seed Global health and physician at 
massachusetts General hospital, for a special breakfast and discussion about 
dr. Kerry’s goal to strengthen health education and delivery in places that 
face a shortage of such professionals. dr. Kerry also spoke about how 
President Kennedy influenced her to enter the medical field.

dr. Kerry’s engaging conversation was attended by twenty-five individuals 
and was moderated by dr. Srini mukundan of Brigham and Women’s hospital.

Profiles in Service Breakfast with Sam Kennedy
Wednesday, May 9, 2017

the Kennedy library Foundation’s new Frontier network members were 
joined for breakfast and a discussion by Sam Kennedy, President of the 
Boston Red Sox and Fenway Sports management. moderator tom Crohan of 
John hancock and mr. Kennedy led an intriguing discussion on his role 
overseeing the historic baseball club and the numerous ways the Boston Red 
Sox seek to give back to the community through their support of the Jimmy 
Fund and home Base Veterans Program, followed by a Q&A portion from the 
forty attendees.

New Frontier Network Profiles In Service Breakfast with 
Ambassador Nick Burns
Thursday, June 1, 2017

Ambassador nick Burns, the Roy and Barbara Goodman Family Professor of 
the Practice of diplomacy and international Relations at the harvard Kennedy 
School of Government, joined the Kennedy library Foundation’s new Frontier 
network group for a discussion and Q&A. moderated by Antonio Caban, 
Producer at WGBh, Ambassador Burns drew upon the 27 years he served in 
the US government to discuss the most recent nAto conference, Russia, the 
tragic manchester bombing, and a host of other current events with the 
nFn’s 30 guests.
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Upcoming Events
The following events are scheduled for the fall and winter seasons. The Kennedy Library values the partnerships from so many 
organizations and individuals to make these activities successful. If you have any questions, please contact Lindsey Havansek 
at Lindsey.Havansek@JFKLFoundation.org.

Kennedy Library Forum: A Conversation with 
Misty Copeland
John F. Kennedy Presidential Library & Museum  
Boston, Massachusetts 
Monday, August 28, 2017

misty Copeland, the first African American female 
Principal dancer for the American Ballet theatre, 
joined the Kennedy library and host of WBUR’s Radio 
Boston, meghna Chakrabarti, for a discussion on her 
distinguished career and three novels. Copeland’s newest 
book — Ballerina Body — shares empowering secrets on 
how women can be healthier and stronger, a message 
that President Kennedy believed in.

JFK100 College Symposium on President Kennedy 
& the Space Race
The Miller Center at the University of Virginia 
Charlottesville, Virginia 
Tuesday, September 12, 2017

Steven m. Rothstein, executive director of the Kennedy 
library Foundation, and larry Sabato, director of 
University of Virginia’s institute of Politics, will lead a 
panel on President Kennedy’s “moonshot” idea of having 
an American land on the moon. mr. Rothstein and mr. 
Sabato will be joined by other panelists, to be announced. 

White House Historical Society Luncheon 
Washington, DC 
Friday, September 22, 2017

Steven m. Rothstein will join Stewart mclaurin, President 
of the White house historical Association, and the 
Board of directors of the White house historical 
Society for a discussion on the Kennedy Centennial 
and the significance of President Kennedy’s legacy. the 
White house historical Society which was founded by 
Jacqueline Kennedy.

Tour and Dinner with the 2017  
Kennedy and Knox Scholars
John F. Kennedy Presidential Library & Museum 
Boston, Massachusetts 
Thursday, October 5, 2017

Steven m. Rothstein and James m. Roth, deputy director 
of the Kennedy library, will welcome the 2017 Kennedy 
and Knox Scholars from the United Kingdom for a private 
tour of the museum, followed by dinner in the library’s 
prestigious mural Room. 

the Kennedy Scholarship and Knox Fellowship 
programs are academic awards for British citizens 
who have graduated from a United Kingdom college or 
university. the awards allow students to attend one of 
harvard’s graduate programs or one of many diverse mit 
programs at little to no cost. While academic awards at 
heart, one of the main purposes of the scholarships is to 
create closer ties between the US and the UK.

JFK100 College Symposium on Intellectual 
Disabilities
Heller School for Social Policy & Management 
Brandeis University 
Waltham, Massachusetts  
Tuesday, October 24, 2017

Journalist eileen mcnamara moderates a discussion 
on President Kennedy, his legacy on inclusion for those 
with intellectual disabilities, and how that landscape has 
changed for the better and worse today. the crowd will 
be welcomed by opening remarks from Congressman 
Joseph P. Kennedy, iii.

JFK100 College Symposium on President Kennedy 
& Robert Frost
Amherst University 
Amherst, Massachusetts 
Saturday, October 28, 2017

mailto:lindsey.havansek@JFKLFoundation.org
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JFK100 College Symposium on the Environment
John W. McCormack Graduate School of Policy and 
Global Studies at the University of Massachusetts 
Boston 
Tuesday, October 31, 2017

Tisch College Distinguished Speaker Series: JFK100:  
JFK’s Legacy of Service Today
Tufts University | Medford, Massachusetts 
Thursday, November 2, 2017

The Arc Tank
John F. Kennedy Presidential Library & Museum 
Boston, Massachusetts 
Wednesday, November 15, 2017

the Kennedy library Foundation will partner with the 
northeast Arc to identify innovative concepts that will 
help to improve the lives of persons with intellectual 
disabilities, autism, or the families of these individuals. 
the northeast Arc will award up to $200,000 to one 
or multiple creative ideas during the inaugural Arc tank 
competition. 

TEDxBeaconStreet
John F. Kennedy Presidential Library & Museum 
Boston, Massachusetts 
Saturday, November 18, 2017

this exciting and special tedx series will feature 60 or 
more speakers from public service, disability services, 
science and space exploration, politics, and the arts, who 
have all been touched by President Kennedy’s legacy in 
some way. this event is organized in partnership with 
tedxBeaconStreet.

throughout blocks of high-profile ted talks, shorter 
Courage talks will take place in theaters, and hands-on 
activities will occur throughout the building. 

JFK Centennial Poetry Contest
John F. Kennedy Presidential Library & Museum 
Boston, Massachusetts 
Saturday, December 2, 2017

in celebration of President Kennedy’s commitment 
to the arts, and most importantly to the poet and his 
friend Robert Frost — the Kennedy library Foundation 
is proud to host a poetry contest in partnership with 
mass Poetry. the contest is open to students between 
middle school and 20-year olds in Ged programs in the 
Commonwealth of massachusetts. the poem must focus 
on President Kennedy in any area — his childhood, his 
time in the navy or harvard, his early political years, or 
his presidency and legacy.

A winner will be selected on december 2nd by 
masters of Fine Arts students attending a massachusetts 
university, and will be awarded a stipend to further their 
education. Contest submissions are due october 6, 2017.

A New Frontier Network Fundraiser with  
Conan O’Brien
John F. Kennedy Presidential Library & Museum 
Boston, Massachusetts 
Friday, November 10, 2017

Conan o’Brien, host of the popular talk show Conan, 
will headline a fundraiser for the Kennedy library 
Foundation’s new Frontier network. 
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JFK100 Events Hosted by 
JFKC Cohort Collaborators
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Harvard Kennedy School’s 
Institute of Politics
John F. Kennedy Centennial Symposium
John F. Kennedy, Jr. Forum at the Harvard Kennedy School 
Cambridge, Massachusetts | Thursday, April 20, 2017

 harvard University President drew Faust and harvard Kennedy School dean 
douglas elmendorf joined Ambassador Caroline Kennedy and an array of 
harvard faculty members, government officials, and leaders of nonprofit 
organizations at a John F. Kennedy Centennial Symposium on April 20 
hosted by harvard Kennedy School. the symposium honored the 100th 
anniversary of President Kennedy’s birth and featured panel discussions 
and forums focusing on the former president’s most important priorities 
and how they remain relevant today. Panelists included harvard Kennedy 
School professors Graham t. Allison, nicholas Burns, david Gergen, meghan 
o’Sullivan, Joseph S. nye Jr., Robert n. Stavins, and others. Congressman 
Joseph Kennedy iii, Bobby Shriver, and journalist maria Shriver also 
participated. An audience of 600, including several Kennedy family members 
and long-time associates, were on hand for the event.
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The John F. Kennedy Center 
for the Performing Arts
JFKC: A Centennial Celebration of John F. Kennedy
Kennedy Center | Washington, DC 
May 2016 through December 2017

to celebrate the centenary of President Kennedy’s birth on may 29, 2017, the 
Kennedy Center has revitalized the very mission of the institution created 
to honor him. As a “living memorial” to Kennedy, the Center is inspired 
by enduring ideals he championed- Courage, Freedom, Justice, Service 
and Gratitude-the Center is re-envisioning itself as place that explores, 
challenges, and reflects the contemporary spirit of America. 

JFKC: A Centennial Celebration of John F. Kennedy has engaged and 
will continue to engage many of the world’s great artists working across 
disciplines, in both classical and modern forms. through special institution-
wide commissions and presentations, the Center will have presented 80+ 
performances along with numerous educational activities by december 
2017. these performances and activities have been focused on reflecting 
Kennedy’s timeless ideals and how they exist in the world today, from the 
streets to living rooms to the stage. Citizen Artistry, the idea of using the arts 
to bring about positive change in people’s lives, has become a core tenant of 
exploration throughout the Celebration. 

during the week leading up to what would have been President Kennedy’s 
100th birthday, the Center presented a variety of special events spanning 
theater, dance, and music programs along with the return of our popular 
open house, with around 15,000 attendees, culminating with a special 
Centennial Celebration on his 100th Birthday, receiving coverage from all 
major Washington, d.C. news stations.
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other press highlights from JFKC to date include coverage from The New 
York Times, AP, Cnn, CSPAn, all the major news stations in dC, several 
features in The Washington Post, the Washington Business Journal, Delta 
Magazine may edition, among other national and internationally coverage.

As part of the Kennedy Center’s overarching JFKC program, they developed 
a fundraising and institutional marketing campaign entitled 35 days of Giving.  
For the 35 days leading up to President Kennedy’s (our 35th President) 100th 
birthday (April 25 – may 29), this campaign invited everyone to play an active 
role in promoting and remembering JFK’s legacy by sharing their stories and 
Kennedy Center content on social media, volunteering, and attending events.  
in addition, Shelley and Alan holt of the hillside Foundation made a generous 
grant of over $1 million to match any contributions during the 35 days of 
Giving 2 to 1, tripling the impact of any donation. the grant encouraged 
patrons to support the Kennedy Center’s presentation of compelling and 
engaging artistic and educational content that celebrates the five ideals 
often ascribed to President Kennedy: Courage, Freedom, Justice, Service, 
and Gratitude. during 35 days of Giving, the Center raised over $1.6 million 
to support the institution’s compelling programming and its dual role as the 
nation’s cultural center and the living memorial to President Kennedy.  
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JFKC Digital
January 2017 – present

Overview: throughout the JFK Centennial Celebration, the Kennedy Center 
digital team worked to connect the programming and events of JFKC to a 
larger year-long message of celebrating Kennedy’s legacy through the ideals 
his life and presidency embodied, as well as renew the center’s mission as 
a living memorial to the nation’s 35th president. these efforts served to tell 
the story of JFKC, highlight individual programs and connect those events 
to a larger season-long narrative. these efforts include (but are not limited 
to) digital storytelling in articles and video, education materials for JFKC 
designed to support teachers, content designed to be used in social media 
to spread awareness of the Centennial, and a general effort to create a JFKC 
presence on the Center’s main site and in the building itself, particularly 
during Centennial Week.

JFKC Micro-site (JFKC.org): the JFKC micro-site was designed as a 
storytelling platform and hub for information on the Centennial, which 
represented an unprecedented and experimental approach by the Kennedy 
Center in how they support their work and mission. to date, more than 
57,000 unique users have visited more than a 250,000 pages. the site has 
featured 24 stories with 5 more planned by the end of 2017, each related to a 
particular artist or event that is part of the Centennial. the stories connected 
an artist/event to Kennedy either through an explicit programming connection 
or through the lens of one of the ideals (courage, freedom, justice, gratitude, 
service). each story page also included related media (photos and video) as 
well as links to outside press, ticket paths and other resources.

the JFKC micro-site also featured a calendar for Kennedy Center JFKC 
programs; informational pages on the Centennial Week, Centennial Circle, 
and honorary Committee; as well as information on the JFK 100 partnership, 
the dC-area arts organizations participating, and a shared calendar of all JFK 
100 events around the area. in addition to the JFK 100 page, the micro-site 
featured callouts to highlight the JFK library’s Profile in Courage Award and 
a story featuring highlights from a series of articles by historians from the 
White house historical Association.

www.jfkc.org
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35 Days of giving: A dedicated page was created to support the 35 days 
of Giving campaign that featured a sign up and donation form and a series 
of 10 videos featuring Kennedy Center content that were each revealed as 
the fundraising achieved milestones. Social media was used to amplify this 
messaging, inspiring thousands of users to share JFKC-related content.

Video support: the multimedia team and Artsedge video team supported 
JFKC throughout the year, producing more than 180 videos of concert 
highlights, video teasers for events, livestreams, storytelling features and 
general promotion material for JFKC and JFKC events.
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highlights from the John F. Kennedy Center’s Centennial Activities

Date Event title 

4/25/2016 and 5/6/2017 Kennedy Center Arts Summit 

5/29/2016 iRelAnd 100: Celebrating the Past to Awaken the Future 

7/11/2016 19th Annual Brave new Voices 

10/13/2016 Viva Cesar, Viva Kennedy 

12/4/2016 the Kennedy Center honors 

1/19/2017-1/22/2017 nSo Portraits of America 

2/7/2017-2/12/2017 Alvin Ailey American dance theater 

2/25/2017-3/11/2017 dead man Walking 

3/4/2017-3/18/17 Champion

3/9/2017 Justice at the opera with Ruth Bader Ginsburg 

3/19/2017 millennium Stage 20th Anniversary 

3/27/2017-4/1/2017 Shift Festival of American orchestras 

4/17/2017-4/23/2017 Ballet Across America curated by misty Copeland and Justin Peck 

4/24/2017-5/3/2017 nSo young People’s Concert: Reach for the moon: JFK’s Vision and Courage 

5/4/2017 mary lou Williams Jazz Festival: Abbey lincoln tribute 

5/23/2017 Rebirth of a nation 

5/24/2017 nSo: John F. Kennedy Centennial Celebration with yo-yo ma 

5/25/2017 hubble Cantata 

5/26/2017 Company e: (in)Security: Jack and nikki do the Cold War tango 

5/27/2017 Kennedy Center open house: Celebrating JFK 100 

5/28/2017 nSo national memorial day Concert 

5/29/2017 JFK Centennial Celebration 

5/29/2017 navy Commodores 

6/3/2017 Wno opera Gala 

6/28/2017-7/3/2017 Serenade Festival 
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Date Event title 

9/22/2017 Selma: A film and live music event with the nSo Pops, Jason moran, and others 

10/20/2017 Carrie mae Weems: Grace notes: Reflections for now 

11/18/2017-12/10/2017 me… Jane: the dreams and Adventures of young Jane Goodall 

12/3/2017 Kennedy Center honors 

Highlights from the John F. Kennedy Center’s Centennial Activities, continued
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JFK at 100: Life and Legacy
John F. Kennedy Hyannis Museum | Hyannis, Massachusetts 
Monday, May 22, 2017 through 2018

John F. Kennedy’s words inspired not only his generation but continue to 
inspire generations of people around the globe. how did he become a man 
so committed to public service? how does his legacy live on? What role did 
Cape Cod play in shaping his personality? the special exhibition, JFK at 100: 
life & legacy, strives to answer those questions.

John Fitzgerald Kennedy was born on may 29, 2017. As the centenary of 
his birth nears, his calls to public service are as important now as they were 
in his time. Although he lived only 46 of the past 100 years, he continues to 
be quoted constantly by world leaders. thousands of public facilities have 
been named in his honor. he visions for space travel, civil rights, and nuclear 
non-proliferation remain a guiding force for how the nation approach these 
contemporary topics. JFK at 100: life & legacy considers how President 
Kennedy influenced the full hundred years after his birth — not just the first 
46 years he was with us.

 the legacy years feature the careers of his brothers Bobby and ted and 
his lasting influence on space travel, the Peace Corps, advocacy for children 
with intellectual disabilities, and of course the Cape Cod national Seashore. 
the goal is for visitors to leave with a better sense of Jack Kennedy, the 
private person, and President John F. Kennedy, influential world leader, and 
to understand the deep and lasting influence of Cape Cod on the man and his 
ideas.

John F. Kennedy Hyannis 
Museum
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JFK100 Stamp Dedication and Opening Day of Centennial Exhibit: 
JFK100: Life and Legacy
John F. Kennedy Hyannis Museum | Hyannis, Massachusetts 
Monday, May 22, 2017

the U.S. Postal Service dedicated a “forever” stamp to mark the centennial of 
President John F. Kennedy’s birth in a ceremony at 10 a.m. monday, may 22nd 
at the John F. Kennedy hyannis museum, 397 main Street.

the local ceremony follows a first-date-of-issue ceremony held in February 
at the John F. Kennedy Presidential library and museum in dorchester. 
the stamp, which is available at post offices nationwide, features a 1960 
photograph by ted Spiegel of Kennedy campaigning for president.

in attendance was John W. Fitzpatrick, Postmaster for the hyannis post 
office,dick neitz, President of the JFK hyannis museum Foundation, US 
Representative Bill Keating,And John l. Allen, executive director of the JFK 
hyannis museum.

CentenniALE

Cape Cod Beer | hyannis, Massachusetts 
sunday, May 23, 2017

CentenniAle is a special brew created for the JFK hyannis museum in honor 
of their Centennial Celebration of the legacy of JFK. this American Pale Ale 
has a smooth texture and just a little bit of bite for a nicely balanced flavor. 
dry-hopping using Centennial hops subtly enhances the floral and citrus 
aromas.

John F. Kennedy Centennial Commemoration Concert
Barnstable Performing Arts Center | Hyannis, Massachusetts 
Sunday, May 28, 2017

in honor of JFK’s 100th birthday and in celebration of his lasting legacy, the 
John F. Kennedy hyannis museum Foundation and the Cape Symphony led by 
Jung-ho Pak presented a once-in-a-lifetime multimedia concert.
Special Guest included: Kiki and ted Kennedy Jr., honorary Chairs, and son 
teddy Kennedy Jr. iii, Amit Peled, Cello, Senator Paul G. Kirk, Jr., dorothy 
Savarese, President of Ceo of the Cape Cod Five Cents Savings Bank, Senator 
dan Wolf, Founder and Ceo, Cape Air, Callie Crossley, WGBh Radio host.
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A Centennial Exhibition
Provincetown Art Association and Museum | Provincetown, Massachusetts 
Friday, June 23, 2017 - Monday, September 4, 2017

PAAm is pleased to present JFK100: A Centennial Celebration featuring 
artwork and ephemera borrowed from the JFK hyannis museum and the 
edward m. Kennedy institute for the United States Senate. the Kennedy 
legacy is synonymous with Cape Cod — the Compound in hyannis Port, home 
to the Kennedy family. in John F. Kennedy’s words, “i always come back to the 
Cape and walk the beach when i have a tough decision to make. the Cape is 
the one place i can think and be alone.”

this exhibition features materials relating to a number of Kennedy family 
members — John F. Kennedy, edward m. Kennedy, John F. Kennedy, Jr., 
Jacqueline Kennedy and Caroline Kennedy. Additionally, correspondence 
between Jacqueline Kennedy and Robert luddington, the interior designer for 
the Kennedy residences, is prominently on display.

 PAAm extends a sincere thank-you to the John F. Kennedy hyannis 
museum Foundation and their directors and leadership team for including 
PAAm in their centennial programming; and the emK institute for allowing us 
access to artworks by Andy Warhol and Jamie Wyeth. PAAm welcomes the 
opportunity to participate in the Centennial Celebration of JFK as well new 
collaborations and is very honored to partake in this important celebration.

Raffle of Centennial Home
John F. Kennedy Hyannis Museum | Hyannis, Massachusetts 
Sunday, June 25, 2017 - Sunday, October 1, 2017

the John F. Kennedy hyannis museum is raffling a Centennial Shed in honor 
of JFK’s 100th birthday year. Visitor can enter to win the shed, donated by 
Cape Associates, inc. Builders, while helping the museum fund renovations 
and educational outreach programs. this one-of-a-kind with details of the 
historic summer home of President and Jacqueline Kennedy, which is on the 
Kennedy Compound in hyannis Port.
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John Fitzgerald Kennedy 
National Historic Site
The National Park Service in Brookline Celebrates President John F. 
Kennedy’s 100th Birthday
John Fitzgerald Kennedy National Historic Site | Brookline, Massachusetts 
Monday, May 29, 2017

 the United States Postal Service unveiled the new “Forever” stamp in a 
dedication ceremony at John Fitzgerald Kennedy national historic Site 
and offered a special, may 29, 2017, postal cancellation for the Brookline 
birthplace. A capacity crowd of more than 1,000 people attended, touring the 
site and heard speeches of commemoration by Postmaster of Boston nicolas 
Francescucci, nPS deputy director Rose Fennell, Former mA Governor 
michael dukakis, mA State Senator Cynthia Creem, Congressman Joseph 
P. Kennedy, iii, the President’s great nephew and others. While touring the
site visitors enjoyed engaging with national park rangers and living history
interpreters depicting the maids of 83 Beals street during the Kennedy’s time
in Brookline.

the event was covered by local media outlets including Brookline TAB, 
WCVB tV, Whdh tV, and Brookline and haverhill, mA cable tV.
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National Archives and  
Records Administration
Prologue Magazine Special Feature on “JFK in Congress”
Distributed Nationally 
Spring 2017

the spring 2017 issue of Prologue, the quarterly magazine of the national 
Archives, commemorated the centennial of President Kennedy. in “JFK in 
Congress,” JFK’s formative years spent in the house of Representatives and 
the Senate, before running for the presidency in 1960 were examined. there 
was also previewed the signature exhibit at the John F. Kennedy Presidential 
library and museum: JFK 100: Milestones & Mementos, which traces JFK’s life 
through 100 items from the library’s holdings.

Exhibit Debut: Advancing Peace and Understanding: President Kennedy 
Creates the Peace Corps
National Archives | Washington, DC 
Thursday, April 27, 2017 – Winter 2017

We are hosting an exhibit display in the Public Vaults featuring original 
documents and three-dimensional objects related to public service. the first 
installment focuses on JFK’s creation of the Peace Corps while the second 
installment will debut in fall 2017 and feature materials related to space 
exploration/nASA.

Public Service Career Fair
National Archives | Washington, DC 
Monday, May 1, 2017

the national Archives celebrated JFK’s commitment to public service with a 
Career Fair for students featuring nARA’s staff. the Archivist of the United 
States led a conversation with local students about public service and the 
role of the national Archives. in the mcGowan theater lobby students 
explored a variety of career fields including exhibits, information technology, 
Conservation, Security, Social media and Communications, Research Services, 
education and Public Programs, diversity and inclusion, Audio Visual, and 
Graphic design. nBC4 covered the event and interviewed david Ferriero. the 
national Archives welcomed approximately 150 student/teacher participants 
for this event, bringing in d.C. public school students.  

Watch nARA’s Public Service Career Fair here.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=S1edSrho1Gg
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Featured ReSource Room Activities
National Archives | Washington, DC 
Monday, May 1, 2017 – Wednesday, May 31, 2017

Visitors to the learning Center could learn about JFK’s presidency and legacy 
at home, abroad, and in space exploration by exploring documents and audio 
recordings from the JFK library.

Launch of NARA JFK100 Website
Monday, May 1, 2017

We have developed a landing page on Archives.gov to share information 
about nARA Kennedy Centennial programs and nationwide initiatives. it 
includes information about the national Archives exhibit display in d.C., a 
photo gallery and biography of JFK, upcoming programs, a social media feed, 
education resources, and other JFK 100 initiatives. bit.ly/jfkcentennial

Launch of Weekly JFK100 Social Media Series on 
NARA Social Media Accounts
Monday, May 1, 2017

the national Archives is publishing a weekly “JFK 100” series that shares the 
history of the nation’s 35th President to spark conversations with audiences 
about what John F. Kennedy means to them.

Author Talks and Facebook Live
National Archives | Washington, DC 
Wednesday, May 3, 2017

 the Archivist of the United States welcomed douglas Brinkley and Stephen 
Kennedy Smith who spoke about their just-published book JFK: A Vision 
for America. the discussion was moderated by C-SPAn’s Susan Swain. in 
addition, the authors joined Curator michael hussey for a Facebook live event 
where audiences at home were able to interact with the authors, learn about 
the new Peace Corps display, and hear some fresh perspectives on President 
Kennedy and his legacy.
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#JFK100 Social Media Day
Facebook, Instagram, Twitter, Tumblr, and other blogs 
Tuesday, May 23, 2017

the national Archives led a #JFK100 Social media day on tuesday, may 
23. over 135 archives, museums, and cultural organizations convened to
celebrate the 100th anniversary of John F. Kennedy’s birth. the all-day event
inspired a meaningful conversation around the impact of JFK’s life that
had a combined twitter and instagram audience reach of over 67 million.
organizations and people shared memories, history, and holdings about JFK
— on twitter over 6,000 unique authors tweeted about #JFK100. Please see
page 79 for additional information on this collaboration.

Film Screenings: American Experience: JFK, Parts One and Two
National Archives | Washington, DC 
Friday, May 24, 2017 & Wednesday, May 31, 2017

First aired in november of 2013, JFK: Part One and JFK: Part Two weaves 
archival film and photographs with contemporary interviews to present a 
portrait of an enigmatic man who remains one of the nation’s most beloved 
and mourned leaders. 

Film Screenings: Short Films from John F. Kennedy’s 
US Information Agency
National Archives | Washington, DC 
Friday, June 9, 2017

in celebration of the international Archives day 2017 theme “Archives, 
Citizenship, and interculturalism,” and in conjunction with the JFK Centennial, 
the national Archives presented three films from their motion picture 
holdings produced by the United States information Agency. this program 
was presented in partnership with the international Council on Archives.

Concert by the US Air Force Musical Ensemble
National Archives | Washington, DC 
Thursday, June 15, 2017

the theme was the Kennedy’s’ commitment to the arts and the many musical 
programs presented at the White house.
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The National Portrait Gallery

Celebrate Installation: John F. Kennedy
The National Portrait Gallery | Washington, DC 
Friday, May 19, 2017 – Sunday, July 9, 2017

in honor of Kennedy’s 100th Birthday, historian/Curator James G. Barber 
installed a portrait of John F. Kennedy by artist Shirley Seltzer Cooper. 
the museum featured an online virtual gallery of selected portraits of the 
former president including the Cooper portrait of Kennedy exhibited on the 
‘Celebrate Wall’
    the Portrait Gallery highlighted its holdings of 72 portraits of Kennedy in a 
dedicated collection search on the museum’s website. the images date from 
when Kennedy was a U. S. senator from massachusetts and extends into his 
presidency.

Read more about the installation here.

Teen Museum Council Portrait Pop-Up: JFK’s 100th Birthday
The National Portrait Gallery | Washington, DC 
Wednesday, may 3, 2017

Get your creative juices flowing with interactive programs designed by the 
teen museum Council celebrating John F. Kennedy’s 100th birthday.

Pop-ups are interactive programs where teens take a closer look at 
portraiture through activities with museum visitors. For this program, teens 
with visitors created abstract portraits of Kennedy in the style of elaine de 
Kooning’s portrait of Kennedy. 

http://npg.si.edu/exhibition/celebrate-john-f-kennedy
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America Now: JFK at 100
The National Portrait Gallery’s Kogod Courtyard | Washington, DC 
Saturday, June 17, 2017

Saturday, June 17, Grammy nominated singers Alice Smith and Citizen Cope, 
both native to Washington, dC, headlined a tribute to Kennedy. two ideals, 
justice and freedom, were underscored. Cope drew from past albums with 
tunes such as Cope’s Lifeline and Let the Drummer Kick. the emotive “be 
yourself attitude” found in Smith’s cross-genre music reminded the crowd 
what freedom and justice means in a country whose origins and historical 
roots have been beset with challenges. 

the multi-media artist R. luke dubois created a multi-sensory and 
interactive experience by re-sounding Kennedy’s words, images, and speeches 
through a backdrop of algorithms framing the stage, and dJ Keenan played 
conscious Rhythm and Blues music to uplift the soul. other activities included 
a scavenger hunt to the museum’s ‘Celebrate’ wall featuring a portrait by 
Shirley Seltzer Cooper of Jack and to the museum’s Struggle for Justice 
exhibition where notable portraits of Kennedy’s family and contemporaries 
who impacted the civil rights movement were highlighted — Robert Kennedy, 
eunice Shriver, James Farmer, martin luther King, Jr. and former president 
lyndon B. Johnson.

the evening capped-off with luster hash-tag printers capturing the event 
with #nPGJFK100 instagram posts with takeaway photos. 3,872 people 
attended; 86,266 social media posts were seen by 48,423 people; and 57 
unique users uploaded 142 individual images. For audience engagement, 
these statistics have surpassed the museum’s social media and attendance 
numbers for one of the largest programs to date. 
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Newseum

Celebrating the Centennial of John F. Kennedy
Newseum | Washington, DC 
Thursday, May 4, 2017

to commemorate the Centennial of President Kennedy’s birth, some of the 
nation’s leading historians gathered at the newseum in Washington, d.C. to 
discuss the life and legacy of the nation’s 35th president.

the program focused on the book JFK: A Vision for America, a compendium 
of Kennedy’s most important speeches, with commentary by leading 
American and international figures. Stephen Kennedy Smith, President 
Kennedy’s nephew, and douglas Brinkley co-wrote the book.

the program featured Robert dallek, former Professor of history at Boston 
University and author of An Unfinished Life: John F. Kennedy, 1917-1963; Fredrik 
logevall, Professor of history and international Affairs at harvard University; 
Stephen Kennedy Smith, lecturer at the Sloan School of management at 
mit; and ted Widmer, director of the John W. Kluge Center at the library of 
Congress.

Creating Camelot: The Kennedy Photography of Jacques Lowe
Newseum | Washington, DC 
Friday, September 29, 2017

on Sept. 29, the newseum is bringing back for a limited time one of its most 
popular exhibits — Creating Camelot: the Kennedy Photography of Jacques 
lowe. this stunning photo exhibit showcases more than 70 intimate and 
iconic images of President Kennedy, first lady Jacqueline Kennedy and their 
children, Caroline and John, taken by Kennedy’s personal photographer, 
Jacques lowe.

lowe’s photographs of the Kennedys helped create the legend of the 
Kennedy presidency known as “Camelot.” his extraordinary access to 
Kennedy’s private and public life allowed him to capture events that others 
could not. lowe’s photos document Kennedy’s rise to power, from his 1958 
Senate re-election campaign to the White house, along with intimate scenes 
of the Kennedys at home. the exhibit also explores how lowe’s images were 
used in the news media.

the original negatives of nearly all of the 70 images displayed in Creating 
Camelot were lost forever in the terrorist attacks on Sept. 11, 2001. lowe, who 
died in may 2001, had stored his negatives of more than 40,000 Kennedy 
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photos in a World trade Center bank vault. All of the negatives in the vault 
were lost in the attacks, with the exception of 10 negatives out on loan at the 
time.

the only existing images from the lost negatives were on lowe’s contact 
sheets and prints, which fortunately had been stored in another new york 
City facility. the newseum, working closely with the lowe estate, digitally 
restored the images to museum quality for the exhibit. imaging technicians 
in the newseum’s exhibits department digitally scanned the surviving 
contact sheets and prints, which were never meant to be used in place of 
negatives for printmaking, and spent more than 600 hours working to remove 
scratches, dust and other blemishes from the images. the restoration work 
creates a comprehensive digital archive of lowe’s Kennedy photographs and 
enables the newseum to exhibit the photos at a resolution and size at which 
they have never before been seen. the exhibit will be on display through 
January 7, 2018.
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The Smithsonian American 
Art Museum
American Visionary: John F. Kennedy’s Life and Times
Smithsonian American Art Museum | Washington, DC 
Wednesday, May 3, 2017 – Sunday, September 17, 2017

the Smithsonian American Art museum debuted the exhibition American 
Visionary: John F. Kennedy’s Life and Times just in time for what would have 
been Kennedy’s 100th birthday. the exhibition brings together seventy-seven 
images culled from the John F. Kennedy Presidential library, Getty images, 
private collections, and the Kennedy family archives. American Visionary is 
organized by lawrence Schiller of Wiener Schiller Productions; John Jacob, 
SAAm’s mcevoy Family Curator for Photography, coordinated the exhibition 
in Washington, dC. the exhibition is based on the book JFK: A Vision for 
America (harperCollins).

A gala preview on may 2 featured performances by mavis Staples and 
Aaron neville; and remarks by Stephanie Stebich, the margaret and terry 
Stent director of the Smithsonian American Art museum; Ambassador 
Caroline Kennedy; tom Brokaw; lawrence Schiller, Gay talese; Stephen 
Kennedy Smith; Senator John mcCain; Representative John lewis; and 
douglas Brinkley, professor of history at Rice University and co-editor of 
JFK: A Vision for America.

media coverage of the opening and the exhibition has appeared in the 
Associated Press, BBC World news, the Daily Mail, the Guardian, nBC’s The 
Today Show, Roll Call, Smithsonian magazine, TIME magazine, USA Today, the 
Washington Post, and the Washington Post Magazine.

nearly 300,000 people have visited the museum since the exhibition 
opened.
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From Kennedy to Obama: A Conversation with White House 
Photographers
The Smithsonian American Art Museum | Washington, DC 
Wednesday, June 7, 2017

A near capacity audience of 325 attendees witnessed an interesting 
conversation with former White house photographers diana Walker, dennis 
Brack, and Sharon Farmer as they shared their memorable moments covering 
the White house and its occupants. the conversation was narrated by 
lawrence Schiller, a former LIFE magazine photojournalist who organized the 
exhibition American Visionary: John F. Kennedy’s Life and Times.

America Now: JFK 100
Smithsonian American Art Museum | Washington, DC 
Saturday, June 24, 2017

SAAm presented the second of three America now programs highlighting 
JFK’s centennial. nearly 2,600 people packed the Kogod Courtyard to enjoy 
performances by the Washington Ballet and the musical group liner notes.

the Washington Ballet presented two performances of Who When Why, 
a newly commissioned work by choreographer mimmo miccolis inspired by 
JFK’s famous quote “if not us, who? if not now, when?” liner notes followed 
with an electrifying multimedia show of live music, poetry, and visuals 
inspired by 1960s music that got people of all ages and backgrounds dancing 
and singing along throughout the entire courtyard. other activities include 
a photo op with wax figures of President Kennedy and First lady Jacqueline 
Kennedy from madame tussauds, a photo booth, a museum-wide scavenger 
hunt and a message board where visitors could share their thoughts about 
Kennedy’s legacy.

SAAm received a wonderful comment card from a visitor about the 
program: “SAAm is truly an institution that embodies what this country is all 
about. today’s program not only was diverse but a first-class presentation of 
the arts and how they can portray who we are as a country.”
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President Kennedy and His Legacy
Smithsonian American Art Museum | Washington, DC 
Thursday, July 13, 2017

nearly 200 people attended a program with historians edward l. Widmer, 
director of the John W. Kluge Center at the library of Congress, and Fredrik 
logevall, the laurence d. Belfer Professor of international Affairs at the 
harvard Kennedy School, who discussed the accomplishments and challenges 
of the Kennedy presidency and its impact on following administrations. the 
conversation was moderated by Steven m. Rothstein, executive director of 
the John F. Kennedy library Foundation. Stephanie Stebich, the margaret 
and terry Stent director of the Smithsonian American Art museum, provided 
welcoming remarks and Rep. Steny hoyer introduced the speakers. C-SPAn 
recorded the program for future broadcast as part of its American history tV 
project.
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White House Historical 
Association
Lecture Series Featuring William Doyle, Author of PT109: An American 
Epic of War, Survival and the Destiny of John F. Kennedy
The White House Historical Association | Washington, DC 
Wednesday, May 24, 2017

on may 24th, the White house historical Association’s development office 
hosted mr. doyle and sixteen guests in the historic decatur house parlors for 
lunch and book discussion.

later that evening, as part of the david m. Rubenstein Center for White 
house history’s newly created public lecture series, the Association hosted 
writer and producer William doyle, author of PT 109: An American Epic of War, 
Survival, and the Destiny of John F. Kennedy. doyle discussed Kennedy’s political 
career and rise to the presidency and explored the key role of Pt-109 in this 
history. the event also featured a book signing and reception in the adjacent 
courtyard and was attended by nearly 100 people.

Luncheon Honoring First Lady Jacqueline Kennedy’s Birthday
New York Historical Society, Patricia D. Klingenstein Library | New York, NY 
Thursday, July 27, 2017

norah o’donnell, co-anchor of CBS This Morning, lead the luncheon program, 
closed press. this luncheon highlighted First lady Jacqueline Kennedy’s vision 
and founding of the White house historical Association. her contributions 
to the White house interiors, as well as her commitment to maintaining the 
history of the executive mansion is a legacy that is still seen today. 
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190th General Court of the Commonwealth of 
massachusetts

AmC theatres

Amherst University

Apple

Boston Area Returned Peace Corps Volunteers

Boston Convention and exhibition Center

Boston Red Sox

Brandeis University

City of Boston, massachusetts

Commonwealth of massachusetts

Commonwealth of massachusetts Art Commission

downtown Boston Business improvement district

Georgetown neighborhood library

Google

harvard University’s John F. Kennedy School of Government

hobart and William Smith Colleges

iCivics

institute for human Centered design

John F. Kennedy Center for the Performing Arts

John F. Kennedy hyannis museum

John F. Kennedy international Airport

John F. Kennedy library Foundation

John F. Kennedy Presidential library and museum

John Fitzgerald Kennedy national historic Site

library of Congress

massachusetts Board of library Commissioners

massachusetts Convention Center Authority

massachusetts Cultural Council

massachusetts department of Conservation and Recreation

massachusetts department of transportation

massachusetts State house

massachusetts Bay transportation Authority

mass Poetry

massport/logan Airport

nASA

national Archives and Records Administration

national history day

national humanities Center

national museum of Civil War medicine

national Peace Corps Association

newseum

Paley Center for media

Park Agency / Kennedy enterprises

Peace Corps

Ruderman Family Foundation’s Ruderman inclusion Summit

Sail Boston

Sixth Floor museum

Smithsonian American Art museum 

Smithsonian national museum of American history

Smithsonian national Portrait Gallery

St. John’s lafayette Square episcopal Church, 
Washington, dC

tedxBeaconStreet

town of Bronxville, new york

town of Brookline, massachusetts

tufts University

United States department of education

United States department of State

United States department of Veterans Affairs

United States navy

United States Postal Service

University of massachusetts Boston

University of Virginia

Wall Street Journal

WBUR, Boston’s nPR news Station

WCVB Channel 5

WGBh-tV

White house historical Association

WS Productions, inc.

List of JFK100 Centennial Collaborators
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Outreach and Engagement Efforts 
by the John F. Kennedy Presidential Library & Museum
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The JFK100 Visionaries  
Never Go Out of Style  
Campaign & Partnerships
President John F. Kennedy’s vision of innovation, inclusion and peace still lives 
today. yet four out of five Americans don’t understand the imprint our 35th 
president has had on their lives. 

So as part of President Kennedy’s Centennial Celebration, the JFK 
Presidential library and museum worked to introduce a new generation of 
Americans to this visionary leader — to help all Americans connect President 
Kennedy’s work and legacy to modern-day challenges and opportunities.

to accomplish this, the Foundation developed the Visionary campaign, 
which highlighted President Kennedy’s belief in equality; his unparalleled 
dedication to peace and public service; and his pioneering vision for 
technological innovation that inspired a nation. the campaign juxtaposed the 
modern impact of his achievements with an iconic image from the past — 
President Kennedy in his timeless sunglasses.

the Visionary campaign launched in April 2017 at the JFK international 
Airport, where it’s reached over 2 million travelers. 

He had a vision for peace  
that will always be timeless.

VISIONARIES NEVER GO OUT OF STYLE

JFK Presidential Library and Museum        Boston, MA        JFKLIBRARY.ORG
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From JFK Airport, Visionary pivoted to the Boston area where the 
Foundation pursued innovative advertising opportunities and secured a range 
of public and private partnerships, including:

•	Presence at the Boston Convention Center, logan Airport and the
mBtA network

•	Visionary banners along Boston’s streets and avenues and positions
on taxi tops

•	Fenway Park

•	local television stations which ran the Visionary PSA
in addition to the above, the Visionary campaign has reached a national

audience via the following partnerships and in-kind support:

• 	AmC movie theaters, where the PSA reached millions of moviegoers

• 	Wall Street Journal, which has run the campaign frequently during the
may thru July period

• 	other national print publications such as Sports Illustrated, Forbes,
Fortune, and People
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Boston Convention & Exhibition Center Partnership
the Foundation worked with the Boston Convention and exhibition Center — 
both to generate awareness of the Centennial and to promote the library’s 
new exhibition, JFK 100: Milestones & Mementos. Key elements of this 
effort include the installation of a “mini” JFK 100 exhibit inside the Center 
along with huge Visionary banners, which will be seen by nearly 500,000 
convention visitors. in addition, the Convention Center will be displaying 
promotional ads for the museum’s exhibition on their outdoor marquee, 
which is seen by 160,000 passers-by each month. 

The Visionary Campaign and Museum Attendance
Particularly in the Boston area, the Visionary campaign has included 
“calls-to-action”, alerting people to the JFK 100: Milestone & Mementos 
exhibition referred to above. While there are many factors driving museum 
attendance, the JFK library Foundation believes the Visionary campaign and 
the unprecedented level of partnership support that it’s helped to secure 
has played a key role in helping museum drive 28 percent higher general 
admission attendance vs Fy 2016.

28% Growth in 2017 General Admission 
Attendance
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Kennedy Family Video

A video that Caroline Kennedy and her three children, Rose, Jack, and tatiana, 
made in honor of President Kennedy’s centennial debuted on The Lead with 
Jack Tapper on Cnn on may 24. the following day, the video was shared on 
the JFK library’s Facebook, youtube, and twitter accounts, and sent to the 
JFK library’s email subscribers.

the video received more than 

1,000 media mentions
and was also featured on the TODAY Show, 

CBS news, and multiple local tV 
and radio stations across the country. 

the video has more than 1.64 million views
on the library’s youtube and Facebook pages.

CNN: 
Caroline Kennedy on JFK: I 
Miss Him Every Day

TODAY Show: 
Caroline Kennedy on Dad 
JFK: I’ve ‘Missed Him Every 
Day of My Life’

People Magazine: 
JFK’s Grandchildren Reflect 
on His Legacy as They 
Mark What Would Have 
Been His 100th Birthday

 h i g h l i g h t s

Watch Caroline Kennedy and her children reflect on President 
Kennedy’s 100th birthday here

https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B6zvHzHrDTY5ZE1raEdlcFBOQnM/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B6zvHzHrDTY5NnQ0dzI4RElKV0k/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B6zvHzHrDTY5OGNiS0U5R3RpcUE/view
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zqFR-ZW93sk&t=3s
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Where In the World is JFK?

Created to show the massive impact President Kennedy has all over the 
world, the JFK library Foundation created a map of all streets, plaques, 
parks, schools, institutions, banks, bridges, buildings, and more, named after 
President Kennedy.

As of the beginning of August, over 730 locations in 68 countries and 
territories have been located and mapped. Users have added over 200 photos 
to locations on the map. the Kennedy library Foundation continues to contact 
pinned locations to set up a Kennedy network to allow for cross-promotion of 
President Kennedy’s legacy and ideals.

the map has been viewed almost 6,400 times by 5,500 users around the 
globe. on average, users spend four minutes on the map — much higher than the 
average of two minutes users spend on the other pages on JFKCentennial.org.

over the course of the last weekend in July, the John F. Kennedy library 
Foundation held a scavenger hunt by placing special JFK-themed prize packs 
at three locations in the Boston area named for President Kennedy. the three 
locations selected for the scavenger hunt were located in the Boston area: the 
Union oyster house in Boston, where there is a plaque in the booth where 
JFK ate; the John F. Kennedy Birthplace in Brookline; and the JFK museum 
in hyannis. the Foundation posted scavenger hunt clues describing these 
locations on social media platforms twitter, Facebook, and instagram. Based 
on the clues, participants guessed where the JFK prize boxes were located 
and visited the site to claim the prize. 

the first people to identify and go to the sites to claim the boxes took 
photos of themselves and posted them to social media, using the hashtag 
#JFKintheWorld. the Foundation plans to expand the scavenger hunt 
nationally starting in September.
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John F. Kennedy Centennial 
Digitization Initiative
in november 2016, the Fund ii Foundation awarded a $1 million grant to 
protect, preserve and significantly expand access to the extraordinary assets 
of the John F. Kennedy Presidential library and museum. this investment 
launched the John F. Kennedy Centennial digitization initiative, helping the 
Kennedy library to tell the story of President Kennedy, the world he lived in, 
and the lives he changed.

the goals of this ongoing project are to increase access to the remarkable 
history that is brought to life through the Kennedy library’s archives by 
digitizing, cataloging, and publishing nitrate negatives from the Kennedy 
Family Collection photographs and   fragile magnetic audio recordings 
from the edward m. Kennedy Senate Files; and by investing in the library’s 
technological infrastructure to ensure the growth and sustainability of the 
digitization program. Both collections identified for the grant support the 
research and promotional work of our partner institutions, the edward m. 
Kennedy institute for the U.S. Senate and Robert F. Kennedy human Rights.

the digital archives at the Kennedy library is the first of its kind within 
the presidential library system and is widely recognized as a leader in the 
field. included in the digital archives is a large trove of civil rights-related 
documents that powerfully illustrate one of the most important and dramatic 
periods in the nation’s history. Fund ii’s generous support helps the Kennedy 
library bring these and other materials to the world by providing resources 
that dramatically increase online viewership, update our technological 
infrastructure, and digitize core collections for worldwide access. 

Since the project’s start in January 2017 through August 5, 2017, the 
Kennedy library has cataloged and published over 600 highly fragile images 
from the Kennedy family’s early days, digitized and released 150 sound 
recordings of Senator edward m. Kennedy, and reached over 55 million people 
through social media posts featuring historic material from the Kennedy 
Archives.

the Kennedy library’s archive collection was featured on the WCVB show 
Chronicle, as seen here.

http://www.wcvb.com/article/jfk-100-milestones-and-momentos/9939365
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Sail Boston

Sail Boston
Boston Harbor | Boston, Massachusetts 
Saturday, June 17 – Thursday, June 22, 2017

the Kennedy library Foundation was a sponsor for Sail Boston, an event 
marking the U.S. official port of the Rendez-Vous 2017 tall Ships Regatta. the 
trans-Atlantic regatta, featuring over 50 of the world’s tall ships, started in 
Royal Greenwich in the United Kingdom and ultimately raced to Boston, for 
Sail Boston 2017. 

President Kennedy was known for his love of the sea. the JFK 100 presence 
at Sail Boston gave visitors from around the world the chance to learn more 
about President Kennedy and visit the library. throughout the week, an 
estimated 10,000 people per day were exposed to the Kennedy library’s 
informational booth.
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Zakim Bridge

on may 29th, the Zakim Bridge was lit red, white and blue in honor of 
President Kennedy’s 100th birthday.
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JFK100 Merchandise 

thousands of people across massachusetts, the country 
and the globe have celebrated President Kennedy’s 100th 
birthday and will continue spreading the word of his life 
and legacy through their purchase of various products 
with the JFK100 logo. here are some of the best sellers 
from the Kennedy library’s museum Store collection.

JFK100 t-shirts by marlene Wachtell at Facilitations

lapel Pin by Barry 
dutton at l.W. Bristol

JFK signature Notebook by
Alex lewis at Cider mill Press

JFK100 hats by Susie Shaw at Paramount headwear

Parker Pens, Wine glasses, Pint glasses, Koozie, 
Pencils, tote Bag by matt Reynolds at Keene Promotions

Mug by david hawkes 
at Camp david Apparel 
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#JFK100 Social Media Day
Twitter, Instagram 
Tuesday, May 23, 2017

to celebrate and help share knowledge of President Kennedy’s administration 
and legacy, over 135 archives, museums, and cultural organizations from 
around the United States participated in a series of online conversations and 
activities. the JFK library held two twitter Q&As with textual and audiovisual 
archivists, and an instagram takeover led by the museum Specialists on the 
installation of the JFK library’s newest exhibit, JFK 100 — Milestones and 
Mementos. Audiences learned about President Kennedy’s young life, early 
political years, his presidency, and how his legacy is still relevant in today’s 
political landscape.

overall, 6,000 unique authors tweeted about #JFK100, and in Washington 
dC, #JFK100 trended during the day. the social media day had a reach of 
65,287,005 on twitter, and 2,053,008 on instagram.

Digital Collaborations

@52Museums Takeover
Instagram 
Thursday, May 25, 2017 - Sunday, May 28, 2017

each week on the @52museums instagram account, a different museum from 
around the globe takes over the account to share information about their 
institution. the JFK library took over this account in the days leading up to may 
29 to share the library’s and Foundation’s work throughout the year and the 
celebrations planned for President Kennedy’s centennial. the @52museums 
account exposed the JFK library to a large international audience of over 
16,000 followers.
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Apple
Apple.com 
Monday, May 29, 2017

in celebration of President Kennedy’s centennial, the Kennedy library 
partnered with Apple to inspire new audiences with lessons people of all ages 
can learn from President Kennedy’s administration. Beginning on monday, 
may 29, Apple featured JFK100 on their US homepage, and featured a special 
JFK100 section on their educators page. this page has a collection of learning 
materials and activities based on materials developed by the department 
of education and Public Programs, and links to a curated selection of JFK 
material in the itunes store, the Curricular Resources page on JFKlibrary.org, 
and the “Where in the World is JFK?” interactive map on JFKCentennial.org.

to promote this collaboration, Apple posted on their social media accounts, 
including: App Store, Apple educators, Apple music, Apple Podcasts, iBooks, 
itunes

Apple Ceo tim Cook also tweeted in honor of JFK100: “’the human mind 
is our fundamental resource.’ on #JFK’s 100th birthday, we celebrate his 
legacy by learning.” 

As a result of this collaboration, pageviews of the Curricular Resources 
page increased over 1,500% since the previous time period, and downloads 
for the JFK Challenge app were up 586% since the previous time period. 
Pageviews of other pages linked to from the JFK100 page (Profiles in Courage 
essay Contest and Where in the World is JFK? remained about the same). 
Apple.com was a top referrer the week of the Centennial Celebration on both 
JFKlibrary.org and JFKCentennial.org.

https://www.apple.com/education/jfk100/
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Google Cultural Institute
Google.com/culturalinstitute 
Launch Date: Friday, May 26, 2017

on may 26, the JFK library launched highlights of the JFK 100  — Milestones 
and Mementos exhibit online in partnership with Google Cultural institutes 
and the national Archives. Using Google Cultural institute’s interface, a 
selection of 15 photographs and objects from the exhibit were brought online, 
allowing users from around the globe to get a snapshot view of Milestones and 
Mementos. From late may through early August, the exhibit has been viewed 
486 times (the 4th-most viewed exhibit in the national Archives account), 
for an average of 4 minutes, 30 seconds per view.

Birthday Card
JFKCentennial.org/card

on may 22, the JFK library Foundation launched a virtual birthday card for 
the public to sign, which was shared on all social media channels, and through 
a pop up banner on JFKlibrary.org. the card was the 2nd most visited page on 
JFKCentennial.org over the course of the Centennial Celebration weekend. in 
eight days, nearly 4,000 people had signed the card, and at the beginning of 
August, over 6,800 people had signed it.

Centennial Celebration Snapchat Filters
Snapchat 
Friday, May 26- Monday, May 29, 2017

to mark the activities during the Centennial Celebration weekend, the JFK 
library Foundation created four Snapchat filters that were discoverable by 
the app’s users. the first was located at Fenway Park for the special pre-game 
ceremony on Friday, and was used nearly 400 times and seen over 54,000 
times. the other three were located at the JFK library for the Peace Corps 
and Spaces days, and the JFK100 birthday celebration. these three were used 
over 440 times and seen over 23,200 times.

https://www.google.com/culturalinstitute/beta/exhibit/LwIiv0WKYnktLA
https://jfkcentennial.org/card
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the media coverage of John F. Kennedy’s Centennial year 
broke all library records for views and media mentions 
including a live broadcast of the 2017 Profile in Courage 
Award which received 1.2 million live viewers on mSnBC 
and a couple million more on social media via the library, 
New York Times, Washington Post, and other news media.
in first half of the Centennial year, the JFK library 
generated more than 9,000 instances of earned and 
unearned media related to JFK100 events. the media 
clips could be found in newspapers, tV/Radio, and online 
publication across all 50 states. the clips included front 
page stories from the Boston Globe, Boston Herald, and 
TIME magazine. the New York Times, Wall Street Journal, 
Washington Post and others also ran major stories about 
the Centennial.

Stories were also seen and heard on ABC news, CBS 
news, nBC news, mSnBC, Cnn, and Fox news among 
others. JFK 100 events were also covered internationally 
in a couple dozen newspapers including the Daily Mail, 
the Irish Times, and the Australian.

in may, Caroline Kennedy and her children released a 
video commemorating JFK’s Centennial year. the video 
received more than a 1,000 media mentions and was 
featured on Cnn’s The Lead with Jake Tapper, the TODAY 
Show, and CBS news. the video has more than 1.64 
million views on the library’s youtube and Facebook 
pages.

Media Impact & Press Highlights
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throughout the year, the Foundation has leveraged Social 
and digital media to maximize engagement around the 
Centennial Celebration. From the announcement of this 
year’s PiCA winner to the Where in the World is JFK 
promotion, these efforts have driven significant traffic 
growth and social connections, as reflected in the results 
below. 

Website Results

From January 1-July 31, JFKlibrary.org had 8,242,139 
pageviews (compared to 6,657,505 pageviews in the same 
time period the previous year). this reflects a 24% increase 
in web traffic for one year.

in march, the JFK library Foundation launched 
JFKCentennial.org, a site to commemorate the 100th 
anniversary of President Kennedy’s birth. in addition to 
celebrating his legacy, the website includes upcoming 
events, notable news items, and a special map for people 
around the globe to populate with places named after 
President Kennedy. 

From its launch in march to July 31, 2017, JFKCentennial.
org has had 203,189 pageviews, 41 percent of those in the 
month of may.

Digital Results & Impact

Pageviews 

JFKlibrary.org:

 8,242,139 pageviews
from January 1-July 31, 2017

JFKCentennial.org:

 203,189pageviews
 from march to July 31, 2017, 

with 41 percent in the month of may.
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Social Media Results:

the library’s social media platforms saw tremendous 
growth during the Centennial year. 

the JFK library Facebook page added 38,631 likes 
from January 1 to July 31, bringing it up to 128,555. this 
is compared to only 11,325 likes gained for the same time 
last year.

on twitter, the library added 14,157 new followers, 
bringing its account up to 57,721 followers. this is 
compared to only 5,675 gained for the same time in 2016.

on instagram, the library added 4,703 new followers, 
bringing its page up to 10,807. this is compared to 2,311 
followers gained for the the same time in 2016.

on youtube, the library added 3,830 new subscribers 
to its channel. this is compared to 2,028 at the same 
time last year.

JFK library Facebook:

 38,631 new likes

twitter:

 14,157 new followers

instagram:

 4,703 new followers

youtube:

 3,830 new subscribers

Between January 1-July 31, 2017
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the JFK library twitter page saw 
increased engagement compared to 
the same time in 2016. engagement 
skyrocketed during the announcement 
of President Barack obama as the 
Profile in Courage Award winner with 
almost 450,000 engagements. the page 
engagement reached high levels during 
the Profile in Courage Award ceremony 
and the JFK Centennial Weekend also.

Twitter Engagements
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the JFK Facebook Page reached millions of 
more people in the first half of 2017 compared 
to the first half of 2016. the Facebook page 
reached more than 5,000,000 people during 
the Profile in Courage Award dinner on may 7. 
the page also saw a major increase in reach 
during the JFK Centennial Weekend and the 
announcement of the Profile in Courage Award.

Facebook Reach
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the John F. Kennedy Centennial Celebration was realized through 
the generous support of thousands of individuals, organizations, 
corporations and foundations. their many contributions have made 
a critical impact on the programs that have been offered during the 
John F. Kennedy Centennial and on the important effort to ensure that 
President Kennedy’s legacy continues to be honored for decades to come.

With Thanks

© Burton Berinsky




