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One Critical Day in the Life of an Extraordinary Man

new exhibit at the John F

kKennedy Library and Museum

provides a striking reminder of
howe determined Roben F, Kennedy
wias o use his posiion as Aorney
General of the United States o help
chismantle racial segregation

With a major infusion of new

materials, documents and personal
memorabilia, the presentation,
which officially opened November
8, offers visitors a poignant and

TN T |N!‘I|I'iJI| ol a l.'*!l1!|_!3l.|{'?{_ affec-

tionate personality whose life was
marked by achievement and a deep
commitment o helping his country
live up to its ideals

“The centerpiece of the exhibir is
Roben Kennedy's own desk as it
would have been arranged on a
September day in 19627 said Frank
Rigg, curaor of the Muscum. “This
was a moment of great cnsis in the
civil rights strugale. James Meredith
was about to seek enrollment in the

all-white University of Mississippi

Attorney General Kobert Kennedy at bis fustice Depariment desk

“We know that it is law which enables

men o live together, that creates order

out of chaos. We know that law is the

glue that holds civilization ogether. And

wie know that if one man's rights are denied

the rights of all others are endangered

Robert F. Kennedy
1961

“Modes, memos., I'|'|'r-::-|'|*- .!I‘|-;| -:|1'!||'I'
documents related 1o the issue and @ FALL
letter to the Attorney General from 1998
Meredith, desc "I]"ll'l:.: how he intends
1o go ahead and pursue admission
to the University within his own
state, are on the desk.”

A Kennedy Library Public Forum,
which examined Robert Kennedy's
legacy and the vision of the future
that he offered during his 1968 pres-
idential campaign, was held follow
ing the opening ceremony

Other pans of the new exhibition
document Kennedy's role in prose
cuting organized crime and corrupt
unicns, and his role as President
Kennedy's emissary, confidant and
adhviser, Placed as they would have
heen on that day are the Anomey
General’s glasses, pens and pencils,
his original welephone, in- and out-
boxes, bookends, and drawings,

taped on the wall, from his voung

children
On a scrap of paper, in pencil and
in his own hand, are two powerful,
epitaphic lines from Roben Frost:
“The woods are lovely, dark, and
deep,
But 1 have promises 1o keep
There are sculptures of FIIR and

Winston Churchill and an auto-

cortinged on page 2

| The Library and Foundation are now accessible on the World Wide Web. Our address is: |

hitp:/fwww.cs.umb.edu/jiklibrary/index.him
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First Lady Tours the Library

First Lady Hillary Rodbam Clinton greets BET Tuobig, a member of the Musenm store stafl.

illary Kodbam Clinton came 1o

the John F. Kennedy Library in

June for a gracious and gues-
tioned-tilled private wur of the
research Facilities and the expanded
exhibit that focuses on her friend
and predecessor as First Lady,
Jacqueline Kennedy Onassis.

President and Mrs, Clinton

enjoved a wann Iriendship with Mis.

Cinassis and were her guests when
they vacationed on Martha’s Vineyand
ity thee surmumer of 1993, Presicdent
Clinton hosted a black-tie dinner earli-
er this vear in Washington that mised
meore than $1 million for the Kennedy
Library Foundation’s current fund rais
ing drive

Edwin Schlossherg, a member of

the Foundation's Board of Directors

and the hushand of Caroline
Eennedy, showed Mrs, Clinton
through the Museum exhibit, which
Schlossherg helped o design

Mrs, Clinton visited every part of
the Library and the Museum, and
paused several times to talk with
stafl abour their work and the opera-
tioms of the Library

One Critical Day in the Life of an Extraordinary Man

corrtirpeed froms fretious page

graphed copy of Churchill's “We Shall
Mever Surrender” specch 1o the House
of Commons.. family picnures aned
mementos of an event filled life .
trophy inscribed by his safl w ==1 VIP
19327, foothall sent to “The
kennedy Tigers by the Baltimore
Colts". his Harvard College degree
and University of Virginia Law School
degree..a steel VLS. Marshals helmet
with o huge denn inflicted durng a
ral in Mississippi.

Rigg, whose stall organized the
exhibit, said, “The place really feels
like Robert Kennedy—the person he
wis, the worls e did, and the pas-
sionate way he went after ideas and
justice.”

Tor make certain they had the righe
materials and setting, the staff stud-
ied photographs of Kennedy's office
during his tenure as Attormey
General, which lasted from Tanuary
of 1961 to Sept. 3, 1964, when he

resigned to run for the 118, Senate.

The new exhibit is part of the
commitment by the Library and
Museum to malke more of its
archival collection available to the
public, Since the Musewm was
reapened on October 29, 1993,
changes have been made in approx-
mmately half of the exhibits, permit-
ting staff to introduce many new
materials that the public have never
seen before,



New Space Exhibit Honors John Glenn

ohn Glenn remembers that he

“gulped a few times” when

President John F. Kennedy
promised that a U5, astronaut was
going o win the race w the moon.

Glenn, now a U5, Senator from
Crhio, was then a 30-vear-old L
Colonel in the Marine Corps. On
Feb. 20, 1962, Glenn helped the
United States catch up o the Soviet
Union's lead in space by orbiting the
garth three times in the Friendship 7
Project Mercury capsule.

“We were definitely in a race 1o see
whether communism or our brand of
democracy was going o survive,”
Glenn recalled recently in a taping to
promote the new Kennedy Library
exhibit. “Against that backdrop came
President Kennedy's declaration that
wies were going o the moon,. And |
gulped a few times when he made
that pledge, but we did it.”

The 77-vear-old pioneer returned
o space on Cctober 29 as a member
of a Discovery team that spent ning

Artifacts from the new exbibit that
Seatures materials from Glenn's orig-
gl Mercury flipht in 1962

days in orbit, His role was 1o serve
as a test subject to help find out
more ahout the parallels between
space Might and aging,

The Kennedy Library and Museum
opened a new exhibit October 24
that features materials from Glenn's
original Mercury flight. The materials
now on display in the Museum
include a model of Glenn's capsule
and a model of the Atlas booster
rockel presented by Glenn o
President Kennedy, a piece of the
connecting hardwanre described as
“the last link berween the earth and
the Mercury Capsule just before the
moment of liftoff™; and a handwritten

note from Glenn o Kennedy thank-
ing him for “the many kindness and
courtesies vou have extended to me
and my family.”

The exhibit also features a video
of the blastoff with a commentary by
Walter Cronkite, the former CRS
anchor man, and footage of Glenn
in orbit. Also displaved is a memo-
randum from President Kennedy to
Vice President Lyndon B, Johnson,
chairman of the Space Council, ask-
ing if “we are working 24 hours a
day on existing space programs” and
whether the United States had “a
chance of beating the Soviets” by
putting a man on the moon.,

In Step With The Marine Corps

Sen. John Glenn has many fond
memories of President John F.
Kennedy, but one particular
favorite invalves the President’s
natural, unaffected response to
traditicn.

Glenn, a Lt Colonel in the tra-
dition-laden 1.5, Marine Corps
when he made his first space
flight, recounted for the library's
Oral History project an incident
that ok place when President
Kennedy arrived at Cape
Canaveral after his historic space
flight. He recalled that the
President’s plane landed and, “As
he came down the ramp from Air
Force One at the Cape, the honor
guard was there, and we went
through the honor guard with
him. Then he staried off across 1o
another area a couple of hundred
fect away,

“The security wasn'l very gool
on the Cape that day as far as
crowd control was concerned and
it sort of got out of hand. There
were people milling all around.

He was right in the middle of the
whaole thing.

“The band, back near the air-
plane, which had been playing
Hail to the Chief and various
things, started playing The Marine
Hymn. As we walked along, the
President said, ‘Isn't that The
Marine Hymn they're playing?
And 1 said, “Yes it is.’

“He said “What do you normal-
Iy do when they play The Marine
Hymn® and I said, “Well, as a
loyal Marine, 1 normally stand at
attention,’ He said, “That's what 1
thought' and he stopped and
stood at attention himself and 1
stood beside him, The people
milling around didn’t know what
this was all about,

“We just stood there motionless
during this time. We stood there
until they completed The Marine
Hymn and then we moved on
off. 1 told the Commandant (Gen.
David Shoup) about this when 1
got back to Washington and he
appreciated this very much, too.”



Irish President Recalls the Powerful Impact of JFK

B B ary McAleese, president of

. Ireland, came o the Library
in October with a message of

hope and fond recollections of

President John F, Kennedy as a

“source of inspiration and joy.”

“Mone of us will ever forget the
impact of his visit to reland ara
nme of dramatic change and chal-
lenge in our own country,” Mrs.
McAleese said in the prepaned text
of a speech 1o a black-tie dinner art
the Kennedy Library. “As he said o
our Parliament in 1963, "Our two
nations, divided by distance, have
been united by history,™

She said Kennedy's election to the
presidency “was, for lrish people
everywhere, a source of inspiration
and joy."

President McAleese also expressed
optimism that the peace initiative in
Morthern Ireland would succeed

“A great deal of progress has been
made already in forging new part
nerships at political, economic and
social levels,” she added.

‘Difficult work and challenges lie
ahead in all these areas, but with vour

help, we are now firmly established
on the road o a peaceful future.”

The reception and dinner were part
of the Distinguished Foreign Visitor
program, which throughourt the vear
provides a forum for friends of the
Library 1o meet and hear officials and
leaders from around the world,

Mrs. McAleese, a lawyer, journalist
and academic, is the first person
born in Northern Ireland to serve as
president of the Republic, She was
elected in October of 1997.

More than 300 guests attended the
October 15 dinner, including Senator
and Mrs. Edward Kennedy; Jean
Kennedy Smith, the 1.5, Ambassador
to Ireland; Sean O'Huigan, the Irish
ambassador to the United States; John
and Diddy Cullinane, the founders of
the Distinguished Foreign Visitor pro
grum; and Dr. Martin MeAleese, the
president’s hushand,

Senator Kennedy praised President
McAleese for working hard to break
down barmiers between the different
COMMunities.

He said she was “unigquely quali-
fiesel 1o bring the two great traditions

Mary MeAleese meeting puests at the Kennedy Library.

of Treland together. She was horn
into a Catholic family in Belfast and
grew up in a Protestant community
near Ardoyne, Her neighborhood
was terrorized by uniformed B
Specials of the British security
forces, Her home was maching-
gunned while her family was awend-
ing Mass, and her deaf brother seri-
ously beaten in a sectarian attack.”

Both Senator Kennedy and
President McAleese praised the
Cullinanes for their role in the
evening and for working to strength-
en economic ties between lreland
and the United Stares. Senator
Kennedy said Cullinane had been “a
leader in promoting economic devel-
opment in Norhern Ireland and the
border counties of Ireland.”

President MoAleese paid tribute wo
“the g

erosity and leadership shown
by figures such as John Cullinane and
the ‘Friends of Belfast’ who are sup-
porting the economic regeneration
there, which is 50 necessary 1o under-

pin the peace process.”




Alive and Working Well: The Public/Private Partnership

uring the st couple of years,

virtually every politician in the

country has goften a little exoa
mileage out of calling for downsizing
government and creating public/pri-
vate partnerships. Downsizing is k-
ing place in a number of areas, bt
effective programs to blend the public
and private sectors are rane.

“An excellent example of public/pri-
vate partnerships that work are the
presidential libraries,” said Paul G.
Kirlke, Tr., chairman of the Board of
Directors of the John F. Kennedy
Library Foundation, “The ten libraries
have tried very hard o anrc volun-
teers and private support. “This has
paidl off, especially here at the
Kennedy Library, which is widely
regarded as the premier example of
how 10 develop an extensive panner-
ship between the government and the
prvale sector,”

Charles 1. Daly, director of the
Kennedy Library Foundation, said he
believes this helps the success of the
Foundation's fund-raising drive, which,
as of October 1, has already brought
in more than $7 million toward the
S10 million goal, Daly added, “Cur

suppont comes from individual donors,
foundations and corporations who
wanl o support Library programs and
services that help students and schol-
ars, visitors and our community out-
resach effor, “Our strength is helping
pecple understand democracy and the
political process. The private sector
clearly values our approach.”

The presidential lilbwares are operil-
cd by the Naticnal Archives and
Records Administrtion and receive a
federal appropriation, which is used
for building maintenance and some
personnel costs, In the case of the
Kennedy Library, built by private
donations, this appropriation covers
less than half of the budget, Last vear,
the Kennedy Library Foundation con-
eribured over $1.3 million 1o help
underwrite the Library's educarion,
research and community outreach pro-
grams. In addition 1o federal funding
and Foundation support, the Library
receives income from admissions o
the Museum, Museum Store sales, and
fees for facility rental. A key element
of private support comes from a grow-
ing Membership Program which, in
return for an annual fee, provides o

series of benefits, including copies of
this Foundation Newsletter, free
admission 1o the Muscum, and dis-
counts at the Museum Store,

The Kennedy Library Foundation is
4 private nonprolil organization creat-
e in 1954 to promote the Library's
goals and mise private contributions.
Its role has intensilied in recent years
as federal appririations have failed 1o
keep pace with inflation and the 1994
government hiring freere has brought
a sharp decline in the size of the sl

The Founciation funds, in whole or
part, a wide range of Library pro-
grams, including the John F. Kennedy
Libsrary Corps, one of the eldest volun-
teer youth programs in Massachusenls;
the annual Profile in Courage Award,
which is given o an elected official
who has made a decision based on
principle rather than self-interest; the
Distinguished Foreign Visitors
Program; and the Kennedy Library
Public Forum Series. It also funds the
Surmimer Institute for Teachers, fellow-
ships and internships and special pro-
grams such as the 1998 Civil Rights
Symposium and next year's
Hemingway Centennial Celebration,

Searching for the Real Calvin Coolidge

™ heldon Stern, historian at the
John F. Kennedy Library, was
S intrigued by the difference
between the public image of Calvin
Coolidge, the conservative icon, and
what the 30th president actually said
and did during his long career.

“The conventional view of
Coolidge is simply not aceurate and
does not match the facts,” Stern said.
“Although he was instinctively con-
servative, he supported many key
progressive reforms,”

To get a clearer, more nuanced
understanding, Stern organized a
rwo-conlerence on Coolidge that
brought over 500 schalars, politi-

cians, students, and jourmnalists o the
Kennedy Library on July 30 and 31.

The conference began three days
shont of the 75th anniversary of
Coolidge’s accession to the presi-
dency following the sudden death of
President Warren Harding, Coolidge,
harn in Vermont but a long-time res-
ident of Massachusetrs, had a long
plitical career that included service
in the state legislature and the gov-
ernorship.

In a keynote address, Richard
MNonon Smith, Director of the Gerald
R. Ford Library, told the conference
that at a time in public life “when
candidates without ideas hire con-

sultants without convictions 1o stage
campaigns with content, Coolidge
deserves reappraisal for his authen-
ticity as much as his ideology.”

The Boston Giobe, in an editorial fol-
lowing the conference, noted that,
“This sort of revisionism may discon-
cert ideologues of the left or right, but
the writing of history s a ceaseless
questioning of yesterday’s conclu-
sioms.. Revise, revise! That is the
unchanging motto of the hissory bulf”

Stern said that conference was
such a success that discussions are
underway about the possibility of
holding a series of annual meetings
on other presidents.
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Literary All Stars Join the Hemingway Centennial

our Nobel Laureates and 3 host
of major literary figures will
take part next spring in the

John F. Kennedy Library's syimpo-

sium to celebrate the 100th anniver-
sary of the birth of Ernest
Hemingway. The two-day confer-
ence will mm from April 10 and 11.
“There has been a wonderfully
enthusiastic response from all those
invited,” said Stephen Plotkin, cura-
tor of the Hemingway Collection.

Ernest Hemingoay in Pen v
ing for the filming of “The (id Man
e the Sea, " 10956,

“We plan a series of panel discus-
sioms and three major keynote
speeches that will deal with the
povwerful, complex themes thar grow
ot of Hemingway's work. Virtually
everyone asked has accepred.”

The list includes Nobel Prize win-
ners Saul Bellow, Nadine Gorimer,
Kenzaburo Oe, and Derel Walcon,
and several imporntant writers, critics
and biographers, including Chinua
Achebe, John Banville, Tobias Wolll,
E. Annie Proulx, Robert Stone, A E.
Hotwchner, Robert Coles, and Henry
Lowis Crates.

Bellow is honorary chairman of the
Hemingway Centennial Committee,
which is organizing the sympasiom,
andl includes the novelist's sons, John
and Patrick, Chares Scrilwmer 11T,
whose father published Hemingway's
major works, and Caroline Kennedy,
president of the Kennedy Library
Foundation. The Kennedy Library is
sponsorng the svimposiom in collabo-
ration with PEN/New England and the
Hemingway Foundation and Society.

Two nights before the Conference
opens, David Mamet, the playwright,
will take over the Brattle Theatre in
Cambriclge 1o introduce an evening of
films taken from Hemingway's works,

The Comference will close with the
announcement of the: winners of the
1999 Erneest Hemingway Foundarion
PEN wrward, a national prize given
annually for a fisst book of fiction, and
the 1999 LL Winship/PEN Mew

England award, given annually for a
boak by a Wew England author or with
a New England setting or topic,

Hemingway weas borm in Oake Park,
Hlinasis on July 21, 1899 and died in
ldaho in 1961, just before his 62nd
birthday. He won the Mobel Prize in
1994, His reputation has Nuctuated,
but in recent years there has been a
sharp revival of interest, in pant
because of the acoessibility of the
Hemingway Collection.

The Library has been home to the
Hemingway Collection, which con-
sists of 90 percent of the novelist's
papsers, since the early 19705, In
1980, Patrick Hemingway and
Jacqueline Kennedy Onassis ded-
icated the Library's Hemingway
Reom. Mrs, Kennedy played a key
role in bringing the Collection to the
Library. At Hemingway's death, a
large pontion of his papers, includ-
ing manuscripts, remained at his
herme in Cuba, then off-Hmits 1o
Americans, Mary Hemingway, with
the help of President Kennedy,
returned to Cuba and with the per-
mission of Fidel Castro, removed her
hushsind's papers and belongings.

In 1944, Mrs. Hemingway met an
aide to Mrs, Onassis and offered the
raterials 1o the Kennedy Library,
The papers were first available for
researchers in 1975,

Reguests wo amend the conference
should be directed ro Stepehn Plotkin
at the Kennedy Library (617-929-4524),

The Heritage Society and Year-End Giving

Timing, they say, is everything, With that in mind, you may want to use the end of the year to review vour finan-
cial and charitable giving decisions for 1998, Any gift you make before Dec. 31 will minimize your tax burden and
help those worthy organizations you care about. Gifts of appreciated property are an especially wise choice
because you pay no tax on the increased value and get to deduct the full fair market price.

You might also consider becoming a member of the Kennedy Library Heritage Society, an association of men
and women who have included the Kennedy Library Foundation in their estate plans,
For information on The Heritage Sociely or making a pift, call Kimbenly Dictel at 61 7-436-9986 extension 15, or
eMail ber gt Biviberly. dietel@kennedy nara gov,
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A Writer Talks Writing

e Ernest Hemingway Collection
is an eve-opener for anyone who
wants to go bevond the public

facade and understancd what drove the
nowvelist's gargantuan appetite for hard
wiork andd hard living

Hemingway b a packrat approach
o hovsekeeping, His wiadow, Mary
Hemingway, once said he never throw
away “anything but magazine wrap
prers and three-vear-old newspapers.”
This formanae habir has Ted wooa collec
tiom that today feeds the coriosity and
ambition of o steady flow of scholars,
stclents, and would-be writers who
e or visit the Hemingwiy Room on
the fifth floor of the Kennedy Libary,

'he Library's holdings consist of
letrers, photographs, rophies, an
work, memorabilia, and manuscripts
including the one that Hemingway's
som, Patrick, wirned into e at Fise
Light, o nowvel thar will be published
next year in conjunction with the
100th anniversary of his father's hirth,

Cine of the most intriguing aspects
of the Collection s the opponunitics
it presents o examing Hemingway's
CISCESIONE, -:'H|‘.l|.'U.IZ|!.' his approach
1o writing and wrilers

One Libwary exhibin gave visitors o

e o examine the 40 differem

endings Hermingway tricd out for the
conclusion of A Faeewell To Avms, The
letters in the Collection to Maxwell
PPerkins, his editor, sparkle with inelli
Hene and a determination to get each
story just right before pulblication

Stephen Plotkin, curator of the
Collection, recently began studying
the lemers 1o Martha Gellhomn,
Hemingway's third wile, a writer
and journalist with whom he appar-
cntly felt competitive

“Ome of the remarkable things
about the cormespondence is how
mwch and how often he discusses
writers and writing with Gellhom,”
Plorkin mored, *She was a suceessiul
writer herself and he writes 10 her

much more collegially than he did

s "
Errest Hoenpingroay al Bis fypetoriter

with any of the other wives.”

The Collection contains only
Hemingway's letters because
Gellhorn demanded that hers be
returned, Her JRAMETS AT O il
Boston University

On June 1, 1942, Hemingway
wrote o chatty letter from Culwa than
wirns Gellhorn, “never worry aboun
ned writing, [n proportion o the
vedrs we have been writing 1 have
wrilten no more stories than you
have and only four novels

O June 3, he reports that he's just
finished a book she sugpested and
savs, “Either you or [ could write
sarme book, but smaller, You could
write o wonderful piece, Your hean
ain’t had.. Your heart and eye and
car are better than anybodies (sic).”

The ollewing March, he wlls
Gellhom, “The only legitimate

excuses for a pood wreiter not wril

ing when he or she has a good

hook going are il health and
unsolvable financial difficulries
Ex I.""!-'il'l'.l'ljl elae i cgo. Worry or
fear of failure is only cowardice,”
Several of the letters comment on
other writers. John Dos Rssos s
criticized because “he himsell can’
write fiction anymore,..” and James
I. Farrell gets swiped at for being
“ne good and dull.” James M. Cain
has “tundamental bad caste,,”
Hemingway praises Gellhorm for
using H.GL Wells as a “wonderdul
stanclard”, and observes that |, "Only
Dreras Pore and (Georges ) Simenon
ever wrode more than three good
hooks. Flaubert wrote all his life aned
omby wrote one resally good one” In
addition e school groups, over 150
scholars, students and literary Hgures
have used the Hemingway Collection

cluring the past three vears



Armenian Spiritual Leader is Distinguished Foreign Visitor

is Holiness Karekin 1 told a fes-

tive black-tie dinner audience

at the Kennedy Library that he
came o the United States “to render
thanks to God for 100 years of faith-
ful witness and service of the people
of Armenia.”

His Holiness, Supreme Patriarch

and Catholicos of All Armenia, is the
spiriteal leader of the six million

Armenian Christians, including one-
million in the United States, living in
Diaspora communities around the
world, He came to the Library May
15 as part of a tour o celebrate the
centennial of the Diccese of the

Armenian Church in the Unired

States, which was officially estab
lished in 1898, just eight years after
the first Armenian church was found-
ed in Worcester, MA.

Kareldn T was the second
Armenian dignitary honorved by the
Libwary's Dhistinguished Foreign
Visitor Program. Two years ago, the
program hosted Levon Ter-
Petrossian, president of Armenia.

More than 300 guests, including a
large number of prominent
Armenian-Americans, attended the
reception and dinner at the Library.

His Holiness spoke with great feel-
ing ahout the tyranny and suffering
that had led so many Armenians 1o

Senator Kennedy
teelcomes His Holiness
Karekin I, Sufweme
Patriarch and
Cathalicos of All
Armenia to the
Kenmedy Libirary.

His Holtness is the
spivitual leader of the
s anillica Arnienian
Christians living in
Dligspova comninni-
ties thronghond the
world, including ong
million in the

Uiniltedd States. His
Hediness, born in
Sywigr and educated
in Enpland, was
efected Sujpweme
Patriarch on Palm
Stericlery i 7005,

He has travelod
extensively since

to et with feaders
af the Armenian
IHaspova commiuiily
antel has been widely
frrerised for vevitaliz-
frrg the Church.

leave their homeland. He said many
found “freedom and hope” in the
United States and worked hard e
make their lives successhul.

Senator and Mrs. Edward Kennedy
led the official greeting party for the
Primzate

The Senator, in introducing His
Holiness at the dinner, said thar i
wis appropriate that he visit the
Library because President Kennedy
“cared deeply about the plight of the
brave people of Armenia under the
iron rule of Soviet oppression. As a
student of history, he adimired the
couragenus spirt of the Armenian
people down through the centuries.”

Cullinanes Spearhead Support for Distinguished Foreign Visitors

The Distinguished Foreign Visitor program was founded by John and Diddy Cullinane, Board members of the
Kennedy Library Foundation, and has been supported through the generosity of the Cullinanes and, during 1998,
the following contributors: BankBoston, Boston Capital Partners, Corcoran Jennison Companies, Gabrieli Family
Foundation, Tona Technologies, PLC, Lau Technologies, Liberty Mural Insurance Company, and Raytheon

Company.,




Carving Out a Piece of White House History

rs. Kennedy ducked

under the scaffolding,

tapped each of them on
the shoulder, and they looked back—
and froze. | wish 1 had a camera.”

The late Johnnoy Powers, in an oral
history tape recording, recalled that
moment in the White House with a
mixture of pride and wonder.

T master-craftsmen, Alex
savicli and Guido Ran, were using
lampblack in 1963 to complete the
restoration of the magnifcent marble
fireplace in State Dinning Room, the
site of many of Mrs. Kennedy's gala
evenings for world leaders.

“She reached out to shake their
hands,” Powers remembered, “and
they pulled back and showed their
black hands, But it didn’t bather her,

“She made them get up—Chees'—

it was like they were being

crowned—and she shook their
hands, You know, they didn't wash
thesir hands all night, even 1o ear.”
Povwers, who died four vears ago,
toldl his story as part of an oral history
et for the Internarional Union of
Bricklayers and Allied Craftworkers
The tape was rediscovered recently
ane sent o the Kennedy Library
archives by Joanna Regan, head of
the Union's government affairs office.
Powers had been in charge of a
si-man Linion team who volun-
tecred 1o restore, free of charge, the
markle fireplace that had been
designed by Stanford White, the emi-
nent American architect, and installed
in 1902 during the presidency of
Theodore Roosevelt. It was disman
tled during a subsequent renovation

A viden presentalion commemo-

wing Mrs, Kennedy's Whire House

Presideni Kersnedy dedicates the veplica of the State Py Boom naantiefiece
crigitally installed during the presidency of Thengore Rovsevelt in P02, M, Alfce
Roosevell Longreonth, Theodore Roosevelt s daghbier, alfended the ceremany with
Mrs. Kennedy, fotn . Poters of the Marble Tndustey Board of New York, aned
Felwin 8. Ofsont of Steinnzann, Cain and White, the doners of the mantlepiece

restoration was the highlight of the
Piricklavers Unicn's annual lakor-
management dinner held this past
September at the Kennedy Librany's
Stephen smith Center. The Union
has been a generous, long-time sap-
porter of the Kennedy Library and
the presentation was put together by
Allan Goodrich and his staff in the
Lilwrary™s audio visual archives,

Mz, Regan said the evening was “a
marvelous experience for the 300
Ulndon men and women who came
It all over the United States and
Canada. 1 dont know how we will
Loy il next vear,”

Ihe Uniom, which holds s annuoal
dinner in a different city each year,
chose Boston for 1905 because it
weanted to shovwease the affordable
housing projects that it has developed
in Charlestown and remind everyone
that the Bricklayvers have worked on
such grand projects as the interior of
the Library, the Fleet Center and the
Boston Harhor development.

M. Reman said the restoration
viden, “was a [abulous success
becauwse it was a way of showing the
connection between the history of
the Union, what we've done in
Woashington, and Mrs, Kennedy's
waomderful restoration of the White
House. It celebrated our accomplish
ments and told peaple we are now
ready o do more.”

Powers recalled thar the
Bricklayers Union got involved
hecause Jacqueline Kennedy, “in try-
ing o recapiure the old-nme valoe
of the White House, wanted o
restore White's masterpicce.”

After locating the original draw
ings, Powers got in touch with
savioli, who was living in retirement
in Vermont, and Rati, whose father
haed worked on the original fire-

place. They chose a white Vermont

continned on pape 10
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Carving Out a Piece of White House History

conptiened frons frrevious Pege

marble that was carved at a shop in
the Bronx and then shipped ws
Washington in a closed van.
Powers said the marble was ele-
gant but, “It was sugary—porous—
and had 1o be exactly right—one
snip and it would disintegrate.”

The installation was difficult, pre-
cision work that wok eight davs o
complete. There were several “emer-
gencies,” including a tense ride in
Fresident Kennedy's limousing 1o
“half the paint stores in Washington
ter buy a five pound bag of lime”

The Right Place/ The Right Space

The Kennedy Libvary and Museum, architecturally striking and located within a ten-acre park overlooking the sea, offers one
of Boston's finest and most fexible rental spaces. It can accommaodate a broad mange of needs, from small groups that seek
an intimare setting to events designed for up e 1,000 guests, Civic, corporate, govermment and academic groups have used
the Library for meetings and enjoved the opporunity to tour the Museurmn, one of Boston's major tourists attractions, and

architect LM, Pei's signatune bailding,

needed to mix the cement properly.

“When Mrs. Kennedy saw it,”
Powers said, “1 thought she was
going 1o kiss me. Tve never told this
story—hut the fireplace is a master-
piece. And we did w!”

For information abowt ventals, please call the Special Events Office at 61 7-9209-4352 and schedule a visit to discuss

yonr needs.,

Spotlight on the Archives

ne doctoral candidate wants a

deeper insight into President

Eisenhower's foreign policy
influence, A scholar is working on
President Kennedy's public presen-
tations. The editor of the BBC's
Bengali broadoasting service is
researching a ook on the Cold War
in China and South Asia.

Each received one of the 30 fel-
lomvships and research grants for
1998 awarded by the Kennedy
Library and the Kennedy Library
Foundation. The grants are designed
to help cover living, travel and relat-
ed costs while doing research in the
Library's holdings.

Richard Filipink, Ir., a Ph.12. candi-
date in history at the Stte University
of New York at Buffalo, received a
Marjorie Kovler Fellowship to use
the Library's collection Tor his disser-
taticon, An American Lion in Wikler:
The Post-Presidential Tnfluence of
Drwight Eisenhower o American
Foreign Policp.

A Thendore C, Sorensen
Fellowship was awarded to Vil N,
Silvestri, Professor Emeritus of
Communication Studies at Emerson
college in Boston, o help prepare a
boolk, The Prublic Voice of Job F
Kemnedy: Speeches, Discoprse and
Contends,

Syed Mahmud Ali, a BBC editor,
received a John Fo Kennedy grant to
support research for his book, Cold
Wer in the Himalayas: The US4,
Ching e Sonth Asia in thel 9305

Crher grants and awards were
made for scholars and students
exmining such topics as Tsrmeli-15,
relations, politics and gender, immi-
gratien and aerial reconnaissance
during the Cold War,

Scholars and stodents are invired o
apply for research grants by contact-
ing the Litrary or the Kennedy Library
Foundation. Awards are made each
vear in the spring and fall.

Donors interested in establishing a
fellowship or an endowed research

fund should contact Jennifer Carr
Rice at the Foundartion ar 617-436-
GORG, extension 18

A Boston CityPass
Makes Visiting Easy

The simplest and least expen-
sive way to tour the Kennedy
Library and Museum and sam-
ple the city's other ans and cul-
tural gems is o buy a Boston
CityPass.

A booklet can be bought at
the Library that cuts 50 percent
off the combined ticket prices
for the Library, the Museum of
Fine Arts, the Gardner Museum,
the John Hancock Observatory,
the Museum of Science and the
MNew England Aquarivum. The
booklet is good for nine days
and can be purchased at any of
the participating institutions.
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George and Barbara
Bush Receive a
“Touching” Suprise

o ormer President George Bush
g“"' and his wife, Barbara, got an
I unexpected gift in August from
the Kennedy Library,

The Bushes came to the Library for
a private visit as a follow up to an
inwitation that Caroline Kennedy, pres-
ident of the Kennedy Library
Foundation, had extended when she
ook pant in the dedication of the
George Bush Library in Houston,
Texas.

Dwring their visit here, they received
copies of & photograph thar showed
Sen. Prescott Bush, Mr. Bush's father,
with a group of legisliors that includ
e the then Sen, John F. Kennedy, and
a copy of a personal letter from Sen.
Bush congratulating Kennedy for
“your brilliant campaign for nomina-
tion and election” in 1960, Sen, Bush
wis a key supponer of the Peace
Corps legislation

“T think they were surprised when
we gave them the materials thar relat-
ed to Sen. Bush,” said Bradley Gerrar,
director of the Kennedy Library, It

President Hush shabes bands with fobn Steweart, Divector of Education, gs Mrs.
Bush Joolks o,

wits a touching moment and the high-
light of a special informative visit,”

Gerratt joined Mr, and Mrs. Max
Kennedy and the Kennedy's eight
day-old davghrer Noah in showing
President and Mrs. Bush through the
Library’s Museum.

Bush was later quoted in a local

television interview as saying that the
archives of the presidential libraries
are “a rernbly important contribution
ter history.. . Most people don’t know
about them, but that's where people
get the truth. That's where they can
make up their own minds about the

record of a president.”

The Kennedy Library Foundation is Seeking Volunteers to Help Evaluate
Essays Submitted for the 1999 Profile in Courage Essay Contest and Scholarship

Each year the Kennedy Library confers the Profile in
Courage Award on an elected official who has
demonstrated a specific act of political courage, For
the past four years, the Foundation has also spon-
sored a companion essay contest for high school smu-
dents.

In an effort 1o encourage students to think about the
difficult choices that politics often presents, they are

asked to write an essay of not more than 1,000
words about political courage, Next year, for the first
time, the contest will be open to students nation-
wide, and thousands of submissions are expected.

Volunteers will be asked to spend a minimum of
two hours in early March, reading and evaluating
essays on the basis of originality, clarity of thought
and writing skills,

A training session is provided for all volunteers. If you are interested in helping
or would like more information, please call: 617-436-9986, extension 19 or 617-929-4548
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For the Record:

= The Library hosted the 77 members
of the National Youth Orchestra of
Ireland on August & as they pre-
pared to retum home following a
highly successful American tour,
The group toured the Museum,
paying special attention to the
exhibit that portrays the historic
visit that President Kennedy paid
tor Ireland 35 vears ago.

* The New Frontier Society this past
surmmer sponsored s st commuo-
nity service day. Fifteen NF5 mem-
hers scraped, primed and painted
the early leaming center at the
TJackson Mann School In Allston.
Home Depot donated the painted
andl the center stall provided break-
fast and lunch.

The Children’s Hour at the Kennedy Library

I s part of its special program-
_{%mjng for children, the Kennedy
& WLibrary is proud 1o present the
remaining programs of the 1995/
1999 Saturday morning performances
by some of this country’s most noted
storytellers and musicians. The series
of performances, presented inoa
manner appropriate for family aovdi-
ences and children ages 5 and older,
SCIVES b Promote a greater awarnc-
ness of and admiration for America’s
rich cultaral diversity. All perfor-
mances are free and begin at 10:30
a.m. in the Stephen E. Smith Hall at
the Library. For further information,
please call G17-920-4523,

January 30. 1999
Wonrdd Tales

and Celtic Music”
Tim Jennings and
Leanne Ponder

February 20, 1999

“Roots of American Dance: The
African-Frpean Synthesis”
Bob Thomas

Dance Productions

March 20, 1999
“Petticoas at Sea”™
Joan Gatturna

April 3, 1999
Letine Volces Vioces Latinas"

Enchanted Circle Theater

Save the Date

n Sunclay, May 23, 1999, the

Kennedy Library Foundation

will hewst its eleventh annual
May Dinner. Tickers are 51,000 per
person; S0 for a table of ten. For
information, call Kimbery Dicte] at
(G17) 436-0086 ext. 15.

Museum Hours

Daily, @ a.m. t 5 pam.
Closed Thanksgiving,

Christmas, and MNew Year's Day

The John F. Kennedy Library
Mewsletter is published by the
Fennedy Library Founcation. Tax
deductble donations and bequests
ey b made o the Kennedy
Library Foundation, Boston, MA
02125

Mewsletter Edhtor: Michael Claffey
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the Library and Museum's exhibitions. The August’ September

Pannramu, the official Boston guide, recently highlighted two of

issue carmied a laudatory notice of Leaders of the Civil Rights
Movement and John F. Kennedy and the African Independence
Movement, both of which opened in the spring. The article was
accompanied by a photograph of President Kennedy meeting in the
White House with the Rev. Maitin Luther King, Jr. and other civil

rights leaders.
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Boston, Massachusetts 02125
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