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Dear Mrs.*?endergrass:

1 would like to express te you my deep and sincere
sympathy in the loss of your brother, I can, of

3 course, well understand your bereavement and the

' feelings which prompted you te write,

The guestions which you posed in your letter can,
1 believe, best be answered by realizing why your
brother -- and cother American men -- went to Viet
Nam in the first place. When this is understood,
I am sure that the other related questions will
be answered,
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Americans are in Viet Nem because we have determined
that this country must not fall under Communist
domination, Ever since Viet Nam was divided, the
Viet Namese have fought valiantly to maintain their
independence in the face of the continuing threat
from the Nerth, Shortly after the division eight
years ago it became apparent that they could not

be successful in their defense without extensive

! assistance from other nations of the Free ¥orld

! comnunity.
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In the late summer of 1955, with the approval of
President Eisenhower, an Advisory Croup was es-
tablished in Viet Ham to provide them with ade-
gquate weapons and equipment and training in basic
military skills which are essential to survival

in the battlefield., Even with this help, the
situation grew steadily worse under the pressure
of the Viet Cong, By 1961 it became apparent that
the troubles in Laos and the troubles in Viet Nam
could easily expand, It is also apparent that

the Communist attempt to take over Viet Nam, is
only part of a larger plan for bringing the entire
area of Southeast Asia under their demination,
Theugh it is omnly a small part of the area geo-
graphically, Viet Nam is now the most crucial,
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If Viet Nam should fall, it will indicate to the
pecple of Southeast Asia that complete Communist
domination of their part of the world is almost
inevitable, Your brother was in Viet Nam because
the threat to the Viet Namese people is, in the
iong run, a threat to the Free World community,

and ultimately & threat to us alsc. For when free-
dom is destroyed in ome country, it is threatened
throughout the world,

I have writtem to you at length becsuse I know
that it is important to you to understand why

we are in Viet Nam., Jawes McAndrews must have
foreseen that his service could take him into a
war like this; a war in which he took part not

as a combatant but as an advisor, I am sure that
he understood the necessity of such a situation,
and 1 know that as a soldier, he knew full scale
war in Viet Nam is at the moment unthinkable.

i believe if you can see this ss he must have
seen it, you will believe as he must have be-
lieved, that he did not die in vain, Forty-five
American soldiers, including your brother, have
given their lives in Viet Nam, In their sacri-
fice, they have earned the eternal gratitude of
this Nation and other free men throughout the
world,

Again, 1 would like to express to you and the
members of your family my deepest personal sympathy,

Sincerely,

_John F. Kennedy

Mrs, Bobbie Lou Pendergrass
1615 French S5treet
Santa Ana, California




