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MARTIN: Mark, since a week now has passed between the previous portion of the tape,  

  and it is now August 10, in that week have you had any occasion to recall any  

  other details involving his early congressional campaign? 

 

DALTON: Yes, I‟ve thought about the campaign a good deal since we talked on last  

  Monday and there has come to mind several incidents, which I did not recall  

  at that time. After the first meeting with John [John F. Kennedy] at the Dowd 

Agency [John Dowd Advertising Agency] and that first radio speech, I told you that he had 

asked me to manage the campaign, and after a week or so of indecision, I finally decided to 

go ahead and manage Cambridge first, and then the whole campaign. But the second time 

John went on the air, this would have been about a week later, after his first appearance on 

the air, he asked me if I would introduce him on the radio. So the second speech which he 

gave in that congressional campaign I introduced John. After we left the studio, John and I 

went to the Ritz and we there met with Mr. Kennedy [Joseph P. Kennedy, Sr.] and Mr. 

Joseph Timilty [Joseph P. Timilty]. We discussed with them the speech for some time and 

their reaction to it, and they gave us their views as to what course future speeches in the 

campaign should take. And I think that there were two or three more speeches which John 

gave for himself during the campaign. 



 Then in going through my records, I recalled a final radio program which we gave a 

night or two before the election. The date of the election was actually, Tuesday, June 18. So 

this was 
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probably given on Monday night, the night before and it was on station WCOP at the 

Copley-Plaza Hotel in Boston, and it went on the air at 7:15. John was not on that particular 

program. I was the moderator and I introduced representatives from each section in the 

district, and I have the notes here from that radio broadcast which I am very happy to give to 

you. Edward M. Gallagher, Jr. [Edward M. Gallagher] represented Brighton; Peter Di Sessay 

spoke for East Boston; Dave Powers [David F. Powers] spoke for Charlestown; Joe Healy 

[Joseph P. Healy] spoke for Cambridge; John Ryan spoke for Somerville; and Mrs. Edna 

Fitzgibbons spoke for Boston. So we did have a final radio program with a representative 

from each section of the congressional district there the night before the election. So that 

gives you a pretty good idea of the radio speeches that were given during that campaign. 

 Of course that also brings to mind that Ed Gallagher was a very close adviser to John 

Kennedy and also to Mr. Kennedy, and played a major role in that campaign. And of course, 

he was very well known, not only in Brighton but all through Boston. His father was well 

known, and he himself was well known, and he gave considerable assistance in the 

campaign. 

 

MARTIN:  You also mentioned, Mark that you had advertisements that ran in one of the  

  Boston papers. 

 

DALTON:  Yes. In going through the papers I also found this. This is a proof of the  

  advertisement, which was run in the Cambridge Sun the week of the election.  

  It‟s not the ad, it‟s their proof. I was fairly well known in Cambridge and of 

course my family was fairly well known, and I signed that particular advertisement and it 

was carried in the Cambridge Sun, and I think this would be good for the library, too. 

 

MARTIN:  Sure. What does it show? 

 

DALTON:  Well, there‟s a billboard poster which says KENNEDY FOR CONGRESS  

  Eleventh District, Primaries June 18, and there‟s a picture of John there on  

  this billboard, And there‟s a young returning veteran looking at the billboard, 

and with the veteran is his father pointing towards John and he‟s saying to him, “There‟s our 

man, son.” So you can see we had both the veteran and the older people combined there. 

Who did the particular advertisement I don‟t know, but it was the advertisement which was 

carried in the Cambridge Sun during that last week of the campaign. 
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MARTIN: Mark, do you recall anything else about that first campaign before we move  

  ahead to his congressional service? 



 

DALTON: One other memory that I have, Ed, is on election night itself. We all met at the  

  main headquarters here in the Tremont building, or the building on Tremont  

  Street in Boston, and when the returns came in, of course, as we all now 

know, they showed that John had run very successfully through the entire district and 

overwhelmed his opponents. Of course, he made that tremendous ran in Cambridge against 

Mike Neville [Michael J. Neville]. There was a very large vote there in Cambridge, and he 

came within two or three hundred votes of defeating Mike Neville in Cambridge. So we were 

all very pleased at the victory. But it was a very quiet.... It was very, very quiet there. Several 

members of the Kennedy family were there. Mr. Kennedy was there. But my recollection of 

it was that it was very, very quiet. We were happy that John had won, but there certainly was 

no tremendous victory celebration there that night. 

 

MARTIN: Well, Mark, moving back again into his congressional years, you mentioned  

  how you went down to Washington on several occasions and aided him in  

  bringing about his own view on the Taft-Hartley and various other bills. One 

point I‟d like to bring out is that is appears that everything he did he exercised a great deal of 

preparation prior to it. Can you recall any other instances? 

 

DALTON: That‟s right, absolutely. That was one thing about John Kennedy. At all times  

  he was thoroughly prepared for any assignment that he undertook. Now that  

  became quite clear later when he became president. I‟ve read that over and 

over again. Everybody said that he was very well prepared on every issue as a president and 

read everything he could. This was true back in the early congressional days, too. I told you 

earlier about his preparation for the Norman Thomas debate up at Bowdoin Street where I 

saw him surrounded by every book that Norman Thomas had written, and John had read 

these books prior to debating with him. 

 Another instance of his preparation that comes to my mind—I recall once he was in 

New York City. He was going to give a commencement address at Emmanuel College here 

in Boston and he was preparing that address. He gave me a call and asked me if I could meet 

him. I was going to be in New York at the same time, so he 
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asked me to meet him at the Waldorf Astoria. He wanted to get my reaction to the address 

which he was delivering at Emmanuel. And my wife, Barbara [Barbara Higgins Dalton], and 

I met him at the Waldorf Astoria. The speech was already complete when I met him. He was 

all alone in the Waldorf Astoria. Again on his preparation, I can remember he had a full page 

of the New York Times with the full text of a recent papal encyclical, and he had read that 

encyclical thoroughly since he was going to bring it into his address. And he had a lot of 

other material with him. That‟s the kind of preparation he made for a speech. And, as I recall 

it, my reaction to the speech was that it was a good one that he was going to give. 

 

MARTIN: Well, Mark, now during his congressional years what was your relationship  

  with him socially? 



 

DALTON: During his six years in Congress I did not see John too often. That is about  

  every now and then he might give me a call. There was some problem that had  

  come up, and he would like to get my views on it or advice like the ones I 

mentioned: the Taft-Hartley report, the Emmanuel speech, and also the Curley [James 

Michael Curley] pardon petition. Socially, I went to the Cape maybe three, four or five times 

during the six years, and those were interesting meetings. I remember shortly after the 

campaign I was down for a weekend. The only other person there outside of the immediate 

members of the family at that time was Congressman George Smathers [George A. 

Smathers] of Florida who had been elected to Congress the same year that John had been 

elected to Congress. Smathers had been elected from Florida as a congressman, Nixon 

[Richard M. Nixon] had been elected as a congressman, and John Kennedy had been elected 

as a congressman. And there was a great, friendly rivalry between them, right at that time, 

right from the start. The question in each one‟s mind was, “Who was going to be the first one 

to make the Senate?” Now John and Nixon, I think, made the Senate on the same day, and 

maybe Smathers did too. 

 So that weekend George Smathers and I were there—this was within a year or so, I 

would say, after Kennedy had been elected—and we discussed politics at great length. I can 

remember Smathers and I came back from the Cape on a Sunday afternoon. We took that 

Cape train back, so we had a conversation of an hour and a half or two hours coming back on 

the train. 

 

MARTIN: Well, when you mentioned his interest in going for the Senate seat, this was  

  just after he was elected for the first time? 
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DALTON: It was shortly after they were elected and they got to know each other. This  

  rivalry, a friendly rivalry, developed and they were all shooting for the future.  

  They would argue with each other, as I got it, as to who would be the first one 

to make the Senate. They were three ambitious young men. 

 

MARTIN: Well, Mark, did you believe from the beginning that this was the direction that  

  Jack Kennedy would subsequently take after his service in Congress? 

 

DALTON: This is absolutely true: I never had the slightest doubt from the very first week  

  that I met him that he was going to go very far in American politics. I didn‟t  

  have the slightest doubt at all that he would go far, and certainly I had also the 

feeling then that some day he could quite probably be a contender for the presidency. And 

there is one other thing on his going into the Senate campaign. Now that‟s moving up five 

years later. There was a good deal of pressure on John from his supporters to go for the 

governorship and there was some talk of even challenging Paul Dever [Paul A. Dever] for the 

governorship. Now at that time, and this is absolutely clear, I advised him thoroughly at all 

times that he should go for the, United States Senate. I didn‟t think that under any 



circumstances he should challenge Governor Dever, and I thought he should go for the 

Senate. 

 

MARTIN: What was your basis for that? 

 

DALTON: I had the feeling that, first of all, John could make the Senate. I had been in  

  politics for a long time and I knew while Lodge [Henry Cabot Lodge] was a  

  very strong figure in Massachusetts, Massachusetts is essentially a Democratic 

State and has been for a long, long time, a strong Democrat with a good record can always 

win in this state. Secondly, the Kennedy family was, you know, one of the best known, if not 

the best known family in the state. And while Lodge was a very, very strong contender, 

I felt the fact that John was a Democrat, plus his own record, plus the record and reputation 

of the Kennedy family that he could win. And of course always through the six years what 

made him a remarkable figure was his willingness to take on the big job, the big task, or take 

the strong position, or the difficult position. In other words, he was a leader. There was no 

question about that. He was a leader. One thought was I didn‟t think there should be a fight 

within the Democratic party, but two I felt he would make a 
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better senator than a governor. I felt that the field of administration might not be the field in 

which he was ablest, and the job of governor is quite different from that of senator. The job 

of governor requires high administrative ability, and I didn‟t know if John had had that 

experience.  Of' course, he was a thinker, and in the Senate he would be very, good, you 

know. The Senate was more akin to his talent, so I advised that he should go for the Senate. 

Of course when he became president he seemed to display there a good deal of 

administrative ability. 

 

MARTIN: Throughout these six years as a congressman was his viewpoint, compared  

  with other congressmen, more international and national rather than, sectional  

  or local? 

 

DALTON: Oh, that was absolutely clear. It was like the difference between night and  

  day. He was always interested in international affairs. As you know, he  

  traveled greatly at that time. He even made the trip out to French Indochina, 

and as I told you in the last talk, a good illustration of his international interest was his 

statement when the French General, that famous French General, died. As I said before, you 

would think it was the president of the United States or de Gaulle [Charles A. de Gaulle] who 

was issuing the statement. He did have that international interest all the time. He read, as you 

know, tremendously and he was interested in international affairs so the Senate was the place 

for him. 

 To get back, though, to the days at the Cape. One visit there was the time George 

Smathers was there. I recall another visit which is of interest, and this was for a birthday 

party for John, and it must have been—he was twenty-nine when he was elected, so it was 

his thirtieth or thirty-first birthday. There was a family birthday party at the Cape, and I was 



invited to it. I think I was the only member outside of the family present at that birthday 

party. Maybe Red Fay [Paul B. Fay, Jr.] was there, but there was certainly no more than two 

or three persons present who were not members of the Kennedy family. Mr. Kennedy was 

there. We had a very nice dinner that evening and one thing stands out clearly in my mind 

after the dinner was over we started drinking toasts to John. The various members of the 

family drank toasts. It wasn‟t too long, each one giving a short toast to John. But the one 

thing I can remember clearly was on Teddy [Edward M. Kennedy]. Teddy was very young at 

the time, maybe ten or eleven, but he was young at the time and he was at the dinner. After 

everybody had drunk a toast to John, Teddy  hadn‟t said anything through the whole dinner, 

and Mr. Kennedy said, “Do 
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you have a toast to drink, Teddy?” And as long as I live I‟ll never forget it, he stood up and 

he said, “Yes, I do. I would like to drink a toast to our brother, who is not here.” And I almost 

fell on the floor when I heard this young boy say that. He was drinking his toast to Joe 

[Joseph P. Kennedy, Jr.] and everybody at the dinner was stunned—there was a silence of a 

minute or two. So I do recall vividly that evening and that toast by Ted. 

 I recall one other occasion socially at the Cape, which vas very enjoyable. I was 

always eager to go down there and to talk with him, and on this particular occasion we had 

cold fall weather and it was raining. On the trip were John Galvin [John Thomas Galvin], 

Dave Powers, and myself, and maybe Jim Kelly—I don‟t recall clearly on that, but John was 

there and Dave Powers and myself. We played golf in the afternoon, four or five holes of 

golf, and it was real wet. We were drenched when we came in. And I can remember sitting 

there, we had two or three drinks—John Kennedy did not drink at the time—and we sat 

around talking about Massachusetts politics. The evening was uneventful but the next 

morning—here was one of the things I wanted to tell you—about 10:00 o‟clock John 

Kennedy called John Galvin and me into his room there and he was sitting up in bed reading 

one of the early books of Churchill [Winston Churchill]. Now if I went up to the library, I am 

sure I could find the book and also find the passage but it was one of the early works of 

Churchill. John had enthusiasm for good writing, but this was more than good writing. John 

was stunned and said to us, “Just listen to this. This is one of the most interesting things I 

have ever read.” And he read us a passage from Churchill. Churchill was writing about some 

figure in the early days, maybe around the year 1000 or 1100, but it was on some early figure 

and Churchill wrote in that brilliant Churchill language. He encompassed all of history in this 

paragraph and brought it right down to this one moment when this man had to make this 

decision, and Churchill said, “At that moment all history stood still.” He brought the sweep 

of history forward to that moment and back to that moment, and he said, “All history stood 

still,” And John Kennedy said, “Did you ever read anything like that in your life?” It was 

really impressive. 

 But I brought it up for this reason. I thought of it at the time of the Cuban blockade, 

that night, and the next day, and the day after. And since then I‟ve thought of it a lot because 

to my mind all history stood still, at that moment, and John Kennedy was the person who had 

to make the decision to challenge the Russians, at that time, even though it involved the risk 



of nuclear war. And it seemed to me very striking. This passage from Churchill hit him, 

squarely between the eyes. And then later in his own life [there‟s 
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no question in my mind that it was one of the rarest moments in history]. John Kennedy was 

the man who had to make a similar decision at the time of the Cuban blockade. So that was 

another occasion at the Cape that we enjoyed socially. 

 We did have some good times there I can remember one day we were playing golf—

you know, that thing if you lose a dollar on the first hole, you double it, two, four, eight, by 

the time we reached the eighteenth hole it could be up around five hundred thousand dollars. 

Of course John was the only person in the party who would be capable of paying something 

like that. So we did have a lot of fun like that. He would always go to bed very early and 

read. He wouldn‟t sit around talking later. He‟d talked with you at dinner and talk for a little 

while afterwards, but he‟d always leave the group and go to bed, and the rest of us would sit 

up and hash out the problems. 

 

MARTIN: What was your role in the 1952 campaign for the Senate, Mark? 

 

DALTON: About a year before, maybe a year and a half before that campaign, John  

  called me one day and said he would like to have lunch with me. I met him at  

  lunch and he told me that in „52 he was going to go statewide; that he had not 

made up his mind whether it would be the governorship or the Senate, but he was going to go 

statewide; and that when he did, whatever it was, he would like me to manage the campaign 

as I had done in ‟46. The other congressional campaigns were routine. He was now 

undertaking another big campaign and he asked me if I would do this. It took me 

considerable time to make a decision on it because it was going to be fulltime. And it 

involved practically giving up all of my law practice to do this, because it was going to take a 

lot of time. I told John that I would go ahead and do it, and for a period of three or four 

months I actively managed John on the statewide basis. 

 During this whole period I was absolutely firm with Mr. Kennedy and with John. As 

far as I was concerned, he should run for the United States Senate. That was in keeping with 

his international thinking, with his national thinking, and everything else, that it should be the 

Senate. I met with him of course frequently during this period, and finally the decision was 

made to go for the Senate. I can remember the day at Bowdoin Street when he announced 

that he was a candidate for the United States Senate. There were quite a few people in the 

room: Joe Healey were there; there were at least three or four other persons there. And that 

day we wrote the statement announcing his candidacy for the Senate. After we had com-

pleted the statement, I talked with Mr. Kennedy and read the statement 
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to him to get his reaction to it. I also talked with Jim Landis [James M. Landis] on the phone 

to get his reaction to the statement; he had one or two suggestions to make on the statement. 

And I also talked on the phone with Arthur Knock of the New York Times. He had been 



friendly with the Kennedy family through the years and this was a very big decision which 

John had made and the statement was an important one. And we thought it would be a good 

idea to get Arthur Krock‟s reaction to it. He had a suggestion or two to make. Now it is 

interesting; there were no major changes made in the statement as I recall it, either by Dean 

Landis or by Arthur Krock. The changes that were made were for the most part minor. There 

was some discussion with them back and forth, but by and large they thought that the 

statement was a fair one. 

 

MARTIN: Now what was the substance of the statement—can you recall that? I know it  

  announced his candidacy, of course, but... 

 

DALTON: I can‟t recall today the substance of the statement. 

 

MARTIN: Well, now Mark, you were from Cambridge and you were a close friend of  

  Governor Dever. Didn‟t Dever‟s decision to seek reelection, wasn‟t that the  

  hinge upon which rested Jack Kennedy‟s decision to go for the Senate? 

 

DALTON: Yes. I am not too clear on that now but it was clear that when Governor Dever  

  decided to go for the governorship that was a major factor in John‟s decision  

  on going for the Senate. Now one thing I do recall on it, I felt at the time that 

it would be bad for John to clash with Governor Dever because Dever was very well liked in 

the Democratic party and I thought that even if John were to defeat him that the wounds 

would be very great after a campaign like that, if he challenged Dever. That it would hurt 

him in his future career. I am not clear if Dever had decided to go for the Senate whether 

John would have challenged him or not. Our hearts at that time were set on the Senate and if 

Governor Dever had said he would go for the Senate, then perhaps we would have 

challenged him even though I felt that we should not have a battle with Governor Dever. 

Now I do know this, that John had an extremely important meeting with Governor Dever. 

What was said at the meeting, I was not there, I do not know what was said at the meeting, or 

what happened there. But later, as you know, Governor Dever did announce that he would 

run for reelection, and John went for the Senate. So what decisions were made at that 

meeting with Governor Dever, I don‟t know. 
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MARTIN: Well, did you feel, Mark, when he announced that he could take on a  

  formidable person like Lodge from a well-known family also, that he could  

  have a good shot at this? Did you think he could lick him? 

 

DALTON: I thought at the time that there was a real possibility of his defeating Lodge. I  

  felt strongly that he could defeat Lodge and I did not underestimate Lodge‟s  

  strength in the state, but I rested it on the basis of the figures through the years 

on this being a solidly Democratic state, and that a figure with the outstanding record of John 

Kennedy and a member of the Kennedy family I felt could do it. I didn‟t have too much 

doubt on that. But also it was in keeping with the kind of decision that John always made, not 



to take on the easy task, but to take on the difficult one. I think that was clear to one through 

the six years. This was the tough job. Okay, go ahead and do it. 

 

MARTIN: Yes. Was John‟s decision based on any poll? 

 

DALTON: I know that polls were taken at the time with respect to his strength in the  

  contest with Governor Dever, and I am sure there must have been polls too  

  with respect to Lodge. I don‟t recall at the moment, but polls were taken. Polls 

were taken and he studied them very closely. And I am sure the poll on Lodge probably 

showed that he could defeat Lodge, you know, too. 

 

MARTIN: Mark, in the early stages of the Senate fight, what was that like? What did you  

  do? Where did you work? What type of organization did you get underway?  

  This was the first time now that he was going for a statewide office. 

 

DALTON: Yes. At that time we were running the campaign for the Senate from 10 Post  

  Office Square and I was the manager of the campaign. John had called me and  

  asked me to be the campaign manager, not secretary but campaign manager, 

and I agreed to go ahead on that basis and I worked with him for a few months on it. We 

were running the campaign from 10 Post Office Square. At that time one of the major things 

that was being dome was the preparation of the tabloid which was later used in the Senate 

campaign. Now John Galvin was in charge of the preparation of the tabloid. He did a 

tremendous job on it, and I did a great deal of work or the tabloid with him. And before I got 

out as campaign manager, the tabloid was about completed. 

 At the same time we were beginning to organize through the state, 
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that is, to pick people in the various cities and towns to manage the Kennedy forces in the 

various cities and towns in the state. Now this presented a very difficult problem on a time 

basis because people came from all over the state to talk with me about the organization of 

the campaign. There was a steady stream of people who wanted to help John Kennedy in his 

campaign for the Senate, and we had to talk with them. And I was the man who had to talk 

with them, and that kept me going day and night as well as our work on the tabloid. At the 

same time I spoke a lot with John about the nature of the campaign and also spoke with Mr. 

Kennedy about the nature of the campaign. 

 As it developed, I found that John and Joe were tremendous drivers. You know, they 

drove, drove, drove, drove, drove. And the work was quite difficult handling the whole 

organization through the state, working on the tabloid, advising on political decisions, and at 

that time a little bit of feeling began to develop between John and Mr. Kennedy and myself. 

The major thing at the time which came as a very grave disappointment and a very grave 

blow to me was that a release had been prepared by John Galvin announcing that I was the 

campaign manager of John Kennedy‟s campaign for the Senate. John Kennedy never spoke 

to me, but John Kennedy would not issue that release. And he said at the time there were 

three reasons why he wouldn‟t, but he never told me about it and never elaborated it 



to me. But after all of the years of work for John from the first congressional campaign day 

and night, and he had called me on both occasions to manage the first one and to manage the 

Senate one, and all the years of advice and help and everything else when he wouldn't 

announce that I was the campaign manager, it was a very grave blow to me. And shortly 

thereafter I decided that I could no longer play a role in the Kennedy campaign in view of the 

feeling which had developed. I wrote John a little note saying I was through and then I told 

him that I was through. 

 Shortly thereafter Bob Kennedy [Robert F. Kennedy] came in as the campaign 

manager. And on Bob Kennedy: it probably was a good decision that was made, because I 

found it very difficult, when I would give a decision, to have other people abide by the 

decision. But if a Kennedy made the decision, the people in the campaign would abide by it. 

But at any rate Bob Kennedy came in and took my place as campaign manager. I did a little 

writing and some advice after that, but that was the end of it. 

 

MARTIN: Did you follow the campaign that year? 

 

DALTON: Oh, I followed that closely, and of course from that day until the day of his  

  death, I have followed his career very, very closely. My life, apart from the  

  law, has been 
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government and politics since my second year at Boston College. I have always been 

intensely interested in it. During my three and a half years in the service, I intensified my 

interest in foreign affairs and military affairs. So I followed John‟s career very, very closely 

and watched every decision which he made.  

 

MARTIN: Well, Mark, when he became president, the decisions he made as president  

  during that crucial first year and in the second of course, did you see any  

  parallel between those decisions and the ones he made when he was running 

for congress for the first time? Could you rationalize as to why he would arrive at those 

decisions as the result of your long association with him? 

 

DALTON: Well he seemed to me to be the same as president as he was right in the first  

  congressional campaign. One is he was an independent thinker; two is he was  

  always well prepared on the reading; three is he was courageous and he 

was not afraid to take a stand. Now if you want parallel examples in the first congressional 

campaign, or shortly thereafter, he stood up against the leadership of the American Legion, 

and also, I think, the leadership of the V.F.W. [Veteran‟s of Foreign Wars]; he stood up 

against Mayor Curley, who was a very strong and powerful figure; and then of course he 

stood up against Lodge, that is, he was not afraid to take him on. And the same thing came 

out in the United State Steel dispute. He stood right up against United States Steel. He stood 

up against Russia. So his character flowed right through from the first congressional days. 

 

MARTIN: Well, how would you assess his presidency up until the fatal day at Dallas? 



 

DALTON: I‟d say the Cuban blockade alone would be sufficient to make secure his place  

  in history. He took the firm stand. He stood up against the Russians and he  

  won. The blockade was extremely good. The other big decision that I think 

will win a place for him in history was his decision to go all out on civil rights for the black 

man. And there was no doubt that once he made up his mind to go ahead on that basis, he 

worked strongly for it. That also is going to reshape the history of this country and the world. 

Those were the two outstanding things I think he did as president. 

 

MARTIN: Mark, if somebody were to ask you what single memory you can recall most  

  in your association with the late president, what would it be? 

 

[-31-] 

 

DALTON: How do I remember John Kennedy? He was a charming person, a witty  

  person, and a courageous person. And I must say that through the years with  

  him I was very fond of him. As I look back today, the things that I liked most 

about John Kennedy were the small flashes of sentiment. There is one story which comes to 

mind now, which I hadn‟t mentioned before. One morning I was at Mass with him in the 

early congressional days down at the Cape, at St. Francis there. We were alone. We were 

about to leave the church, and John said, “Will you wait a minute? I want to go up and light a 

candle for Joe.” And I was stunned at it. But it showed the deep attachment that he had for 

his brother, Joe, and it also showed his religious nature. You know, there was a strong bond. 

He said, “I‟m going up to light a candle for Joe.” Now he couldn‟t often show his sentiment 

on that basis, but every now and then there would be a flash of it. Another day I can 

remember riding along with him in the car. He was driving. It was over by the Charles River 

here in Boston and he was humming a tune to himself, but he was way off. And I said to him, 

“What are you thinking about?” And he said, “I was thinking of Joe.” So apparently the bond 

there was strong, and the death, you know, was a real, real blow to him. And he was also 

very witty. There was no question about that. We did have many, many good laughs. He took 

himself lightly, and of course that was displayed later in the presidency. People saw it all 

over the country, and you couldn‟t help but like him for his wit. And I‟ve often had this 

thought. Even though I said I thought he was destined for great things and it was clear from 

the start, I am sure that many a night he woke up when he was president and chuckled to 

himself wondering how in God‟s name he got himself into that position. 

 

[END OF INTERVIEW #2] 
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