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MORRISSEY: Well, let’s start by my asking you what you were doing in the late 1950’s 
when the Kennedy-Humphrey [John F. Kennedy-Hubert H. Humphrey] race began to shape 
up? 
 
HALE:  I had been appointed chief deputy clerk of circuit court under Francis X. 
McCormack at the courthouse. I had attended one of the J-J [Jefferson-Jackson] dinner 
meetings where Senator Kennedy was the principal speaker; had met him, admired him a 
great deal just by short acquaintance. And then this thing began to develop and, well, Senator 
Kennedy was going to run. And we here felt sure that Humphrey was going to run as well. 
Now what are we going to do? And in ’59, in early spring, a committee of about four people 
approached me in Mr. McCormack’s office if I would head up the Milwaukee County 
chairman.  
 
MORRISSEY: Were you active in party affairs at the time? 
 
HALE:  Yes. I had been a Democratic committeeman. At present I’m on the 
fifteenth term. At that time, oh, about ten terms I’d say. 
 
MORRISSEY: This is the Milwaukee County…. 
 
HALE:  Democratic unit, yes. And three or four of the committee approached me 
in McCormack’s office to head this up, and I was somewhat taken aback because I had never 



worked 
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on a large scale, although I’d been in local campaigns of all kinds and judiciary campaigns. 
But I never felt that I was an outstanding or a big man in the--just part of a big wheel, see? 
But I said, “Well, I think perhaps.” I mentioned a couple of other names, maybe they can do 
a better job than I could. And no, they seemed to want me and I said, “I’ll have to clear it 
with Mr. McCormack. I’m a little taken aback on this because I never expected anything like 
this.” I talked it over with my boss, Francis McCormack. Why, he said that if I felt like I 
wanted to, he’d give me free time to go ahead and do whatever I could. Then, when they 
came back to see me, I told them that if they had decided they wanted me, that I would 
accept and do the best I could, although I was not familiar with a large-scale operation of this 
type. And they thought I was their man. 
 So they set up an election about thirty days hence. And, in that election, I had no 
opposition. But starting from the fourth district vice-chairman and the fifth district vice-
chairman, and then the secretary and treasurer and the various board members, it was sort of 
a dog-fight from then on. In fact, there were oppositions in those fields. Ultimately we came 
up with about a fifteen man board: I, as chairman of Milwaukee County Kennedy for 
President club; and Mr. Giacomo, John Giacomo [John D. Giacomo] of the Steelworkers 
[United Steelworkers of America], was elected for the fourth district vice-chairman; and I 
believe it was Mark Ryan in the fifth district vice-chairman. 
 
MORRISSEY: These are districts within the county? 
 
HALE:  We have two congressional districts in this county. 
 
MORRISSEY: The fourth and fifth? 
 
HALE:  The fourth and fifth. 
 
MORRISSEY: Right. 
 
HALE:  And then we had their secretary-treasurer. Miss Puccio [Betty Puccio] was 
our secretary. Originally, Rose Grobe was the secretary and then she resigned to become 
manager of a judicial campaign. And I appointed Miss Puccio in her place. Then we had a 
meeting called of the fourth district. They felt that certain people had been left out or omitted 
and they thought this was a key person, this person should be put on. And then we had a fifth 
congressional district meeting and they were of similar views. 
 So then we called a general county-wide election, rented a hall. And at that time I 
believe we had Ted Kennedy [Edward M. Kennedy] to come in, probably to address us or 
something like that. And we elected some three to four additional board members from each 
district. At that time, Ivan Nestingen [Ivan A. Nestingen] 
 

[-2-] 



 
was state chairman--one of the state chairmen--and Jim Brennan [James B. Brennan] was one 
of the co-chairmen, I believe. Then we secured a place for headquarters down on the lower 
east side, held a few meetings there. It wasn’t very wise to have it at that place. There was no 
parking facilities, the heating was terrible. It was a big five-story building. 
 So then we moved to Twelfth and Wisconsin, and we started setting up meetings for 
various groups, democratic units, anywhere we could get somebody. Senator Kennedy came 
in and spoke at some of our meetings. And it got under way. And then on the 1204 West 
Wisconsin as we’d start getting more volunteers, more people to work, they met Senator 
Kennedy and liked him, we got many volunteers. Then our headquarters at Twelfth and 
Wisconsin became too small, so we went to Third and Wisconsin and rented a whole big, 
large store. And we started holding our meetings there and we had various teas and coffee 
klatches, as they called them, out at homes or wherever we could. 
 By the way, at that time, it would seem to me, about 65 percent of the old-line 
Democrats were not for Senator Kennedy, the way it appeared to me; and very few of the 
nationally recognized labor leaders--maybe one or two at the most. And so, to a degree, 
having been in the labor movement quite a while before being appointed on this job, I felt a 
little peculiar and yet I felt confident that what I was doing was what I wanted to do and was 
the right thing, having known Senator Humphrey and respecting him a great deal.  But he had 
a big following in Milwaukee; it was hard to overcome. We kept plugging away. 
 As Senator Kennedy was in Milwaukee--whenever he was in or near Milwaukee 
proper--they’d usually stay at the Pfister, and then they’d let me know when he came in. And 
then I’d go to see him and talk to him and then they’d set up the itinerary. We’d outline what 
time we’d meet at this plant gate or this legion hall or meeting hall or one of the suburbs or 
wherever we’d meet. And then we’d have four or five meetings scheduled. We’d find out 
that we had a couple hours spare time somewhere, and quite often we’d get together and rig 
something to fill in that spare time--a parade on one of the plant gates or in one of the big 
department stores or any big affairs we’d run off. We’d arrange to go over there and take the 
senator there and we had a recording in the car playing marches or music or some of the 
campaign songs. 
 Wherever Senator Kennedy was met, the people respected him, they liked him. They 
liked his personality. And he seemed to have a deep interest in the people as to what they 
thought and how they thought. He discussed any issue with them on the spot. And it seemed 
that the grass roots swell overcame the old traditional Democratic or labor group. Kennedy, 
through his personality and his hard work, as his family and friends came in from Boston or 
Washington or New York, why, he seemed to just gain momentum and just seemed to start 
rolling along. 
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MORRISSEY: People in Wisconsin were not concerned about all these easterners coming 
out here? 
 
HALE:  I was not exposed to the opposition too much because I was usually with 
him or at the headquarters. And most of the people at headquarters were pro-Kennedy 



people. However, meeting people I used to work with before being appointed to this job, they 
didn’t seem to like it. But…. 
 
MORRISSEY: Were these mostly labor people? 
 
HALE:  I would be inclined to say yes. Yes, that’s true. I would think so. And they 
would think, “Well, what are you doing over with that fellow? He’s never been pro-labor,” or 
something like that. And I said, “Well, from all I’ve found out, I like him, I respect him. And 
if you happen to win this primary, then I’ll come over there. And I hope you would do the 
same.” And they went along with that, but they seemed to think that we were gaining because 
as it came down closer to the spring primary some of them, who I knew personally, began to 
get a little bit resentful at the way I was pushing or working. 
 
MORRISSEY: That shows that you were winning. [Laughter] 
 
HALE:  Well I felt that we were, see. And then we’d get over into certain areas 
where I knew, from past experience, was Humphrey territory. And the people, the women 
and the young people, and some of the men we’d meet, were very cordial and very friendly. 
Even some of them would say, “I’m not going to vote for you but I admire your coming in.” 
And they’d ask him some very pointed questions. 
 I’m sorry to say on several occasions the religions thing came up. And I think he 
handled it very fair and didn’t avoid the issue. I think he hit it head on. And I believe the 
people he talked to, I think he convinced them that he would be just as fair and impartial as 
anyone possibly could be, that his religion would not affect his decision should he be 
fortunate and get elected. And I believe he convinced those people because in the primary we 
won six congressional districts out of ten. And we won the plurality, the majority of the 
independent votes. And I believe that the religious issue was a factor in there, but we 
overcame that with the help he brought in. And we had lots of literature that we distributed 
around; we had campaign buttons and hats and parades. And it just kept right on going. 
 
MORRISSEY: Do you think many Catholics voted for Kennedy because of his religion, 
just like some Protestants voted against him because of his religion? 
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HALE:  Frankly I believe that’s true. I believe that’s true. 
 
MORRISSEY: How about the Milwaukee newspapers? Did they treat both candidates 
equally and fairly? 
 
HALE:  I believe they factually reported what was happening. As we got along 
later--our [Milwaukee] Journal now is…. They owned both papers at that time. They would 
assign a reporter with us. I believe he’s in Washington. Kapenstein [Ira Kapenstein] was one 
of them. 
 



MORRISSEY: Oh yes. Ira Kapenstein. 
 
HALE:  Then somebody was dogging him a little bit. They pulled him off and put 
on some lady, see? But I believe they reported it as fair as you could. I don’t think they ever 
endorsed him, though. I don’t think so. Some disturbing factor came along one time. The 
senator asked me, “Did you hear anything about this, Walter?” “No, I didn’t” “Did you hear 
something about this other thing?” I said, “Well I heard that rumored a little bit but I 
wouldn’t think too much credence to it. But I’m going to go down to the Journal and I’m 
going to see.” So he asked me to pick him up exceptionally early one morning. So I picked 
him up and he said, “Do you know where the Journal is?” I said, “Sure, it’s only a few 
blocks away.” So I drove him over there and took him in the lobby. And he asked me to wait. 
And he went up and was gone probably half an hour or forty-five minutes.  And he came 
down with one of the top men of the Journal with him. That man came all the way out to the 
car, opened up the door and said “Goodbye”. 
 
MORRISSEY: Do you recall who that was? 
 
HALE:  Yes. I don’t know if I should say it here or not. 
 
MORRISSEY: Well, I wish you would. [laughter] 
 
HALE:  Well, he said, “Walter is this fellow a real heavy-weight or not?” I said, 
“Gee, I never met the man I don’t know.” There had been some scurrilous talks around that 
his wife was just staying with him until after the campaign was over.  And he was really 
incensed. He was as angry as he could be.  I never saw him angry before but you can tell 
when a man is angry. And “that so and so,” he said, “Can you imagine anything like that?” 
Well I didn’t answer. I didn’t know what to say. So we drove then--he was going out to 
Manitowoc that morning. It’s quite a ways out, about forty miles. And for blocks and miles 
he just thumped the instrument board, see? I had a little old Rambler and…. [laughter] He 
was mad as hell. I could see that, see? But I think that time the Journal had another man with 
us by the name of Kenneth Fry, who is now probably one of the top men with Mayor Maier 
[Henry W. Maier]. And Maier was not for Kennedy. And we were at Racine. And this Fry 
made 
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some kind of a remark about something and my boss McCormack took off on him, see? I just 
don’t know exactly what that was. But I had stayed with Kennedy in the hall and this 
happened as we came out. McCormack was arguing with this Kenneth Fry. He was not for 
Kennedy, that’s putting it mildly. But I’d seen Senator Kennedy was a little disturbed. He 
said, “What is this?” I said, “I really don’t know.” “Well, I’ll find out.” The next day I picked 
him up around eleven o’clock and he said, “This fellow won’t be with us anymore.” I said, 
“That’s okay, it doesn’t matter to me. It’s all right.” And the fellow wasn’t with us anymore. 
That’s about as far as that went in that regard. 
 



 
MORRISSEY: I imagine you must have had several face to face meetings with John F. 
Kennedy. 
 
HALE:  Oh yes. Practically everytime he was in the city I was with him. 
 
MORRISSEY: Tell me about these. How did he impress you? 
 
HALE:  Well, he impressed me as a very well-learned senator who knew what he 
wanted and who knew what his goal was, and who really and truly thought, if and when he 
got there, he could do the job. I’d heard him asked, “Well, why do you want this job, being a 
young man with all your wealth and knowledge you can have the world almost?” Well, he 
wanted to be president because there’s where the power structures were; there’s where you 
make the big decisions that affect our future. “That’s why I want to be there”--See? Words to 
that effect. I don’t know if verbatim that was it, but that’s what he said. He was asked that 
numerous times. 
 
MORRISSEY: You must have known Hubert Humphrey for many years? 
 
HALE:  I’ve known him quite a while, yes. 
 
MORRISSEY: Did anyone ask you to participate in his campaign? 
 
HALE:  Yes 
 
MORRISSEY: After you had agreed to participate in Kennedy’s? 
 
HALE:  Yes, I told them I simply couldn’t do it, that I liked Hubert Humphrey, I 
respected him a great deal and that it was an open primary; if he should win I certainly would 
be happy to go. But that I had made this commitment. I was not sorry and I would do the best 
I could. So they said, “You’re going to be sorry.” I said, “Well, maybe.” [Laughter] 
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MORRISSEY: Who was on this three or four-man committee that came and asked you to 
work for John Kennedy? 
 
HALE:  There was Senator Brennan; Mark Ryan, who was with the Electrical 
Workers [International Brotherhood of Electrical Workers]; Bill Moser [William Moser] who 
was a senator and who is now a judge; and one of Bill McCauley’s [William J. McCauley] 
right-hand men from the D.A.. 
 
MORRISSEY: Did you find that many of these volunteers that were attracted to Kennedy 
were young people? 
 



HALE:  Yes. 
 
MORRISSEY: Were most of them new to politics? Had they ever volunteered before? 
 
HALE:  There were many of those that I had never seen in politics before. And 
they were really enthused. They worked hard. I even think that some of them weren’t of 
voting age even. They just were genuinely enthused. You can tell when a guy is out there, 
whether he’s pitching. And they were trying with every ounce they had, see? 
 
MORRISSEY: What happened after the primary? Did they stay politically active? 
 
HALE:  I had a list at home. I think I still have it at home of all the people who I 
thought were a little more active than the others. If it ever came to a showdown, why I would 
want to call a meeting at the …. By that time, the other help had come in from Boston, New 
York and whatever, and they more or less used the strategy and they said, “Now where do we 
go? Where’s this? What’s that?” And they asked me to stay with Senator Kennedy and take 
him to these places and stay with him and they would take care of the office. And there were 
just certain documents they’d leave me to sign as chairman. It was all prepared. It was all in 
order. So I’d sign them and I’d go and stay with him. I believe we gained. Now, after the 
primary was over, then we had election of delegates--was quite a bit of thing which they 
usually are. That wasn’t unusual because the others had always been like that. And we 
elected our amount of delegates. I don’t remember what they were, but we have a half a vote 
apiece.  Maybe we had five from the fourth district and five from the fifth, something like 
that. And lo and behold everybody wants to be a delegate. Well, we called a meeting, I did, 
as county chairman. And our now, national chairman, Mr.--was it Buckley? 
 
MORRISSEY: Butler. Paul Butler [Paul M. Butler]? 
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HALE:  No, no. The fellow that’s in now. 
 
MORRISSEY: John Bailey [John Moran Bailey]. 
 
HALE:  Bailey, Bailey. He came in here and attended both these meetings that I 
conducted for the delegates. And we finally got the proper amount after a little wrangling and 
a little bitterness, we got those…. Then some of those who didn’t make it at that time felt 
very bitter. I’d get letters, I’d get calls. And I’m a Protestant. I’ve been a Mason for about 
thirty-seven years. I got some pretty nasty letters calling me many things for supporting this 
supposedly “opposition” if you’d--I never felt that way, but they did. They thought I was a 
rat for doing what I was doing; and I wasn’t fair; I wasn’t true to my obligation--probably as 
a Mason or something. And I told them, I said, “You’re absolutely wrong. You’re wrong 
because I’ve never been taught anything and I don’t believe anything that would be contrary 
to what’s good for our country. And I believe he’s the man for the job. Now if you don’t 
agree, let’s not argue about it. That’s my feeling and that’s where I stay and that’s it.” But I 



kept some of the letters from them. And I think I’ve got a few yet. I mentioned it to Robert 
Kennedy [Robert F. Kennedy] once. “Ah,” he said, “We get them all the time. Pay no 
attention to it” So I went home and threw a bunch of them out. [Laughter] What the hell’s the 
difference? 
 
MORRISSEY: Well, you went out to Los Angeles? 
 
HALE:  Yes, yes. We were elected and went out there. We went from here by bus 
to Chicago. And then we had a special charter plane that took us out to the municipal airport 
and then they met us there with a bus and took us down to our hotel. Then we went over to 
the regular convention. It was quite an experience for me. 
 
MORRISSEY: Was that the first convention you’d been to? 
 
HALE:  No, no. I had been to the one in ‘52 in Chicago when Stevenson [Adlai E. 
Stevenson] was nominated the first time. 
 
MORRISSEY: As I recall, at the 1960 Convention Hubert Humphrey had released his 
delegates but some of the Humphrey people in the Wisconsin delegation still voted for him. 
 
HALE:  They never voted for Kennedy, that’s right. I believe there was about six 
of those that never turned over. 
 
MORRISSEY: Why? 
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HALE:  I simply don’t know why. By that time I’d had enough arguments and 
trouble. In my mind after we got there and you see the leaders sizing up things and you listen 
and you watch, I was so sure in my own mind that we had it but it was close. So I thought, 
“Well it’s not worth the argument because I think we’re going to be nominated. Then I’d like 
to have those people with us this fall.” A very fine man, who’s since been elected federal 
judge. He was a Stevenson man out there but he was a gentlemen all the way through, Jim 
Doyle [James E. Doyle]. But somebody’s up around Superior. I believe it was Senator Lauri 
[Carl E. Lauri] and I think one or two Polish people from the north side here--maybe Jerry 
Lisiecki [Jerome R. Lisiecki]. There was about four or six--Assemblyman Nikolay [Frank L. 
Nikolay]--there was about four or six that never would vote for Kennedy. I’m not sure they 
hung on with Humphrey. I just don’t think they voted anything. We had a caucus out there 
and when we heard it was getting a little ragged, Nestingen called a meeting in the 
Convention Hall in one of the halls there. And we--all but these four or six--stood solid with 
Kennedy. They never did. Well, then we released that. And then we got Kennedy nominated 
through the regular channels around. And then when he selected Johnson [Lyndon B. 
Johnson], my God, you’d think it was the end of the world, see? [Laughter] My God it was 
just…. The good, honest sincere labor people that I knew said, “That just will never work. 
That’s no damned good. It’s completely unthinkable that we’d buy a package like that.” So 



one of the congressmen came to me and said, “Hale, are you still sticking with Kennedy?” I 
said, “Certainly.” I said, “He’s already been nominated.” “Well, what do you think about 
Johnson?” “Well,” I said, “he’s certainly a man with a lot of ability. I heard him debate the 
other night with Kennedy.” Johnson handled himself pretty damned good, I think, knowing 
full well that he was beat, he hung on right to the last minute. And with some appropriate 
remark at the end, he said something. I just don’t know what it was--”nothing changed but 
the headline,” or something like that--but is dumbfounded a lot of people. In fact, I was 
greatly surprised myself. But I was more than willing to take him because I was born and 
reared in Kentucky, you know. 
 
MORRISSEY: Oh. No, I didn’t know that. 
 
HALE:  But I had known former Governor Clements [Earle C. Clements], and he 
was state senator with Johnson’s floor manager out there. So, I get over and try to renew the 
old contact. He was an older man than me, but they remembered my folks. And of course he 
was all for--Johnson. Some of the Johnson people didn’t take it too well that he was 
accepting this thing. And they were equally mad the other way, see? Well, I just went along 
my own way. I thought, “Well, I think this is to be. That’s the way it’s going to be.” I felt 
myself that Johnson would be an asset, regardless of what the labor people thought here in 
this town or in this state. I was reasonably sure in some of the Southern states where they 
were, shall I say 
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anti-Catholic and anti-labor, and not as liberal as we propose to be on the North or East end, 
that they wouldn’t buy us. If there’s anybody who might be able to sell something of it, it 
would be a fellow of Johnson’s caliber. And, in going out there, we always figured and 
thought that Kennedy would get it. Well, who would be your second choice? I never knew 
we had a chance to say who the choice… I thought whoever the nominee selects, that’s the 
guy I’ll go for. But I kind of had a guy in mind like Symington [Stuart Symington II] 
perhaps. I, in my own mind, if they would ask me, “What would you think?”, I probably 
would have taken Jackson [Henry M. Jackson]. I’d seen him on “Meet the Press” and I had 
read some of his literature. He had handled himself well there. I thought that would be the 
kind of a guy that I’d like. But when they said it was Johnson, for me, well, that’s the end of 
the trail there. If they’re buying Johnson, well that’s fine. I was kind of glad of it. I didn’t feel 
as bad as some of our delegation did because I thought he would help. So Johnson didn’t 
worry me too much. We get back here, at the airport, and some of my so-called “friends” 
said, “Why you louse, you bastard, Jesus Christ, you know, you really screwed it up now!” I 
said, “I don’t think so. Hell, he’s a man. He’s been around for twenty-five, thirty years up 
there under Roosevelt [Franklin D. Roosevelt], under Rayburn [Sam Rayburn], under Garner 
[John Nance Garner]. He certainly learned his way around. And he’s not anti-America, I’m 
sure of that. And he has ability and will probably be an asset. I’m not a bit sorry that I did 
what I did.” But here they didn’t like that. 
 
MORRISSEY: When November came, it didn’t hurt one bit to have Lyndon Johnson on 



the bottom spot of the ticket, did it? 
 
HALE:  Well, I’m not too sure. See, we lost a state in the fall. 
 
MORRISSEY: I know. 
 
HALE:  But as I began to try to analyze it my own way, I was rather proud that he 
selected him. I felt that really and truly he’d be an asset. Then he came in to speak--no, that 
was before that. At one time Senator Proxmire [William Proxmire] was very anti-Johnson. 
 
MORRISSEY: Right. 
 
HALE:  He had dropped this poison pen around a couple of places that you kindly 
had to overcome. But I went on with it in my own way as well as I could--redouble your 
efforts, let’s get him in. Even though we lost a state, why…. And of course, this traditionally 
had been much pretty of a Republican state; as a rule, one or two exceptions, maybe 
Roosevelt. And in ‘48 when nobody thought Truman [Harry S. Truman] had a chance he 
carried the state. But probably the fact that Nixon [Richard M. Nixon] had no opposition in 
the primary, I felt that some of the Republicans voted for 
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Kennedy. They said, “Well, we’ll get him in there, then we’ll switch back to our own in the 
Fall. We can take care of that.” Now if you ask me to prove that I couldn’t prove it. I feel that 
way, see? 
 
MORRISSEY: Let me see if I understand this right. You do think that Lyndon Johnson as 
the vice-presidential candidate might have cost a few votes in Wisconsin? 
 
HALE:  Yes. Yes, I believe so. At that time, yes. I think so. If I can believe what 
my friends told me and that’s what I think. 
 
MORRISSEY: Did the Kennedy people and the Humphrey people, though they contested 
one another in the primary, did they get together afterwards and coordinate during the 
general campaign against Nixon? 
 
HALE:  There was an attempt, but there was not much enthusiasm. Some of them 
who should have been out there working hard showed up a time or two and give you, “Well, 
we’re for you all the way, kid, don’t worry about it.” But when it came to helping out in 
various ways, they just weren’t there. I think they sit on their hands, some of them. Maybe 
some of the others, maybe they voted but they didn’t get out and encourage others to follow 
like I think they should have. I don’t think they did. I don’t think we had the support of the 
Humphrey group as a whole after the convention as we should have had. I don’t believe we 
had it. 
 



MORRISSEY: How much did Kennedy beat Humphrey by in Milwaukee County? 
 
HALE:  Well, let me see, I don’t know. I’d just be speculating. In the primary we 
defeated by a big margin. And in the fall, not so big. But I just don’t know. I wouldn’t be 
able to--I probably have the figures somewhere if I cared to look them up, but…. 
 
MORRISSEY: I was just wondering if the Democratic plurality in Milwaukee County in 
the November election was disappointing to you, as one who has been in politics in this 
realm for a long time… 
 
HALE:  Yes. Yes, it was. 
 
MORRISSEY: …and if this doesn’t explain to some extent why Nixon carried the state 
by sixty thousand votes. 
 
HALE:  I’m very convinced of that. Maybe I could put it like this: McCauley, who 
had been district attorney for about seven or eight terms; my boss, who had been in at the 
time five or six terms; and the other--Mr. Barczak [Max Barczak] and those others who were 
running on the County ticket…. My boss beat his opponent by a hundred and fifty thousand 
votes, although we had a weak opponent. But we 
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beat him by a hundred and fifty thousand. But certainly Kennedy did not defeat Nixon in 
Milwaukee County by anywhere near that amount. And maybe I could put it this way: 
Senator Nelson [Gaylord Nelson] when he was governor and Governor Reynolds [John W. 
Reynolds] when he was governor would come in trailing by forty or sixty thousand in 
Milwaukee County. They’d pick up all they could muster from the other seventy-one 
counties and come in here trailing by forty, or fifty or sixty thousand, then ultimately win by 
twelve or eighteen thousand. So I think that the proof of the pudding is right there. It shows 
you--to me, it convinces me--well, here’s what they did. Who, I don’t know for sure. I just 
suspect who it was, see? 
 
MORRISSEY: To what extent was Kennedy’s campaign against Nixon coordinated with 
Gaylord Nelson’s campaign for the governorship in 1960? 
 
HALE:  How was it again? 
 
MORRISSEY: How was it coordinated? 
 
HALE:  Well, we both shared the same headquarters down at Third and Wisconsin; 
Senator Nelson’s campaign headquarters were there with one or two of the top labor leaders; 
his wife running Senator Nelson’s campaign. Our headquarters were there with our state and 
county and all of our so-called ‘top leaders’. I think it could have been much better. It could 
have been much better, that’s putting it mildly. Some fellow went out and had maybe five 



hundred or a thousand car top signs made up with Senator Nelson on one side and Senator 
Kennedy of the other. I don’t know who or when they ever paid for the--two or three years 
later they were trying to collect. I don’t know who authorized it. But that was a show across 
the top. I don’t think it holds true for Nelson himself, but many of his supporters were 
working hard for Nelson--Let the others take care of themselves, that’s none of our affair. I 
remember one time when the state Democratic party had a fellow assigned in that office 
between the two offices to get out and register the voters. And I’d go down there daily. 
Sometimes I’d stay half a day, sometimes half an hour, depending on what I could do. And I 
got the feeling it wasn’t going too good, but who am I going to complain to, see? So I 
thought, “Well, go out and do it.” So Lemoyne Billings [Kirk Lemoyne Billings] came when 
the thing was getting crucial. I’d never met him. I was bouncing down there one morning 
about ten o’clock and I see him coming with the fellow who was set up to register the voters. 
They were both very cordial and this young fellow introduced me to Lemoyne Billings. He 
said he’d been trying to get in touch with me. I said, “Is there something I can do?” He said, 
“I want to ask you something.” I said, “Okay.” He said, “Do you think we’re getting the 
cooperation from the party as a whole that we should be getting?” I said, “No, I don’t think 
so.” He said “You don’t?” I said “No.” He said, “That’s just what I thought.” And he turned 
to this fellow and he turned about four different colors. The guy--he probably was 
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doing the best he could, but he certainly wasn’t effective. You have to get there. You can’t 
stay and open the office at ten o’clock and go out to a cocktail party after nine at night. The 
hell with it, because you don’t get people interested that way. He was a former Proxmire man 
too. I should know his name. But he was a very likeable fellow. I don’t think we worked 
together the way we should. Otherwise we would have been successful. We would have been 
successful. What do you say, if he lost a state by sixty thousand, what would we need? 
Thirty-three thousand more votes would have done it. And normally we’d pick up a hundred 
thousand. So all this thing had some bearing on the ultimate outcome, in my opinion. 
 
MORRISSEY: Let me go back to the primary for a minute. I get the impression that when 
Kennedy was campaigning in Milwaukee County, he just about wrote off the North side 
figuring that was Humphrey country and Humphrey would carry it. Is this a fair impression? 
 
HALE:  Well, I think at one time that was true. I think that was true. Senator 
Kennedy would come in for a day, then he’d be up at Rhinelander or Marshfield, or back in 
New Jersey, or one of the New England states or wherever--not New England. Where was it 
that he was running up in the primary, Oregon wasn’t it, or one of those places? New 
Hampshire. 
 
MORRISSEY: New Hampshire. He had just run in. That was just before the Wisconsin 
Primary. 
 
HALE:  He’d been up there. And then I’d get back here to normal and thrash out a 
few things and get out and get my ear to the ground. I was managing McCormack’s 



campaign at the same time. I had to pick up a few contributions and work along. And I come 
in there one morning and Garrity [W. Arthur (Wendell Arthur) Garrity] says to me, “Hale, 
what can we do?” I said, “What’s the matter?” He said, “I understand we’re not doing so 
good.” I said, “Where?” “On the north side.” “That’s true, we’re not doing so good;” I said, 
“I’m going to go out on the North side today. I’ll be back here early in the morning. I’ll tell 
you, I’ll go through the colored area.” They had brought in probably Jackie Robinson and a 
few guys and made an impression over there. They went to this Methodist Church, the 
Baptist Church, these churches. And I come back and I said, “Yes, we’re in bad shape in that 
area. Up on the suburb, up on the north side, way to the extreme north side we’ll break fifty-
fifty. Right down in the corner here we’re in trouble.” “Well, what would you suggest?” I 
said, “Well, probably if we’d get a hall and hold a big rally and have Senator Kennedy there; 
some of his supporters; put it in the press; pass out leaflets at plant gates; and get a bunch of 
people over there and put on a little program, we just might be able to.” “But, “I said, “You’d 
have to rent a big hall.” He said, “Where could you get one?” I said, 
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“We could get the Jefferson Hall up on Fond du Lac. It’s about the biggest on the north side.” 
He said, “Could you get that?” I said, “Sure we can get that.” “Are you sure?” I said, “Yes, I 
know I can.” He said, “You go and get the hall.” So I went and got the hall. Then we went 
and got gallons of cider and dozens and dozens of doughnuts--you know. Then I believe 
somebody contacted some of his people who were with him on his ill-fated ship that got 
blown up. 
 
MORRISSEY: The PT boat? 
 
HALE:  Yes. One or two of those because those big fellows were there that night. 
We played that to the utmost. And we jammed the hall right to the galley, right to every 
space that could be gotten. And Senator Kennedy came and made a speech. He went over 
very, very good. Then we had a lot of help from the people that he brought in. They did their 
part well, see? And he did carry the fifth. I think probably that was one of the turning points 
that swung it back. I think if we had done nothing we couldn’t have got the fifth district. We 
never did get the two completely that I was afraid of. We didn’t quite get those. The fact is 
that a lot of them are not registered. They give you a lot of lip service, and a few of them…. 
Well, we had a Mrs. Dorsey and we had a few colored people on our program, but the others 
were for Humphrey. 
 
MORRISSEY: Was this rally in Jefferson Hall in the heart of the Negro district? 
 
HALE:  No, but it was the only large hall on the northwest side that was available. 
We had colored people there, but not many. There is no big hall down in the colored area. 
And the fact is I wanted to get--if we got three out of ten votes out there. I don’t think there’s 
five out of ten votes. So I thought, “Well, if we can get a percentage of those that are 
registered--if you got all the rest of them, they’re not going to vote anyway because they 
don’t do it.” Now they’re getting a little smarter. They are now, but they weren’t then. And 



we carried the fifth district. When it was all over we lost several precincts. But we carried the 
fifth congressional district, not by a big margin, but by a sufficient amount. That’s Henry 
Reuss’s [Henry S. Reuss] district. Henry was not on our bandwagon to start with. Zablocki 
[Clement J. Zablocki] on the South side was. 
 
MORRISSEY: Was Reuss a Stevensonian in sentiment, thinking maybe Stevenson might 
get the nomination? 
 
HALE:  Well, I think he was for him. I don’t think he campaigned very hard. But 
after the primary he came in and did his bit. He’d speak on Kennedy’s behalf and did the 
right thing. That way it worked out. 
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MORRISSEY: Did the Kennedys raise much money in Wisconsin, or do you think most 
of it came in from outside the state? 
 
HALE:  I was never in no big fund raising deal. Sometimes in the little halls that 
I’d get, he’d only have to hold a hundred and fifty people. Well, we could raise twenty 
dollars or twenty-five dollars for two hours in the afternoon. That we could take care of 
ourselves. On the big advertising or the TV programs--I have to be honest with you and tell 
you I don’t know where they raised the money at. I don’t think they raised it here. We had a 
big final one at the Schroeder [Hotel Schroeder] just a few weeks or a few days prior to the 
election. We had hoped to have about twelve hundred people who would fill this “Crystal 
Ballroom” they called it. We had over five thousand people [laughter]. The fire department 
wouldn’t let us have any more people in the building. Now that in all fairness was due to the 
other people’s efforts. It was state wide. I was just there. That’s all I could do. And they just 
poured in. They just kept on and kept on coming, until it wasn’t safe to let them in the 
building anymore. So they stopped them outside. And then we had some other…. One of our 
former County Democratic chairmen just a few days before election came out with some raw 
stuff against Kennedy on account of his religion. But that guy came in and made that 
statement and got out of town and he hasn’t been back since. [Laughter] So we had that kind 
of dog fight along the road, see? 
 
MORRISSEY: Is there anything else you think we overlooked? 
 
HALE:  Well, not that I can think of. I probably forgot a lot of things. But right 
now I can’t think of anymore unless you could ask me. I could think of it then. 
 
MORRISSEY: All I could do would be to go fishing with some general questions. 
 
HALE:  Well, that’s all right. 
 
MORRISSEY: I was just wondering if there were any other incidents during the primary 
campaign; any big problems that caused you a lot of trouble; anything that happened that 



didn’t cause you a lot of trouble and you thought it would. 
 
HALE:  No. No, I can’t think…. We would hold these rallies on the north side or 
the south side and they would be jammed, every one of them. They would be mainly 
Kennedy followers and some converts. I don’t think of any big anti-Kennedy going on that 
ever came to my knowing. I knew and expected the Humphrey group to oppose us on 
anything and most everything. He debated Humphrey up and the Journal station on Capitol 
Drive. And I think when Senator Kennedy got on TV he was handsome, in complete charge 
of what he thought, very articulate 
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in his delivery, and he had a very fine personality. After it was all said and done, I’m inclined 
to think that won him the election with the debates with Nixon. I watched them all, I 
wouldn’t miss it. I thought, “Well, by golly. He really did.” That’s putting it in a nutshell. It 
could be many things. I could be wrong. But I think that cinched it, I really do. He would 
debate here with Humphrey which was-well, Senator Humphrey was going along with the 
theme of the corner grocery store, bucking the chain, the A&P. Nobody disagreed with him 
too much. But that kind of thing and the House of Jack and a few well old worn-out clichés 
that I paid no attention to. Some people may. I thought, “Oh nuts, that don’t mean nothin.” I 
think when he was here--I think Senator Humphrey knew; he’s far from being foolish--he 
knew that. And yet he went to West Virginia. They asked me to go down there but I’d had 
enough in four months. [Laughter] 
 
MORRISSEY: I can imagine. 
 
HALE:  Yes, and they thought down there--down South traditionally, see, you 
have to be careful. They were anti-Catholic. People younger than me are not so much. But 
nine out of ten people older than me were. I’ve been here since I was about sixteen, so I 
changed a little. And they thought that he’d go down there in that West Virginia, in that 
Protestant territory, that we wouldn’t have a ghost of a chance. But I watched the results from 
there. I’d buy the papers; I’d watch TV and I’d listen; I’d get letters and I’d make calls. And I 
said, “If he gets down there….” What those people forget, a lot of those--there were very few 
Catholics down there but many of them didn’t belong to anything. And it was a bread-and-
butter issue. There was mining areas that had been closed up to people who were hungry and 
people who convinced them, “I’ll do something for you,” and they believed them, they’ll 
vote for that man. And I said, “They’re in dire circumstances, I’m sure, because the part of 
Kentucky where I came from are practically similar and they go for the issues. I saw him on 
the fence post--you know on the back porch talking to down and out people--and I thought, 
“He’s gaining those people. They weren’t anti-anything. They were for the immediate needs 
of their families.” And I think he convinced them that he would do something about that. 
And West Virginia went for him, Kentucky didn’t. 
 
MORRISSEY: Well, thank you very much. 
 



HALE:  Yes, yes. Now if there’s anything else later on, why I could…. I just 
rambled on because I never was in anything like this before. 
 
MORRISSEY: Well.… 
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HALE:  I’m not trying to avoid anything. That’s just my sentiments as a whole. 
 
MORRISSEY: Well, I think that sounds very good. 
 
HALE:  Okay. 
 
MORRISSEY: Thank you. 
 

[END OF INTERVIEW] 
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