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Biographical Note

Henry was a civil rights activist; co-chair of the Executive Committee of the Mississippi
Democratic Party; the president of the Mississippi State Conference of the NAACP from
1953 through 1993; one of the creators of the Council of Federated Organizations in
1961; one of the founders of the Mississippi Freedom Democratic Party in 1964; and a
member of the Mississippi House of Representatives from 1982 through 1996. In this
interview Henry discusses how he first got involved in civil rights activity and how he
became an active leader in the NAACP; contact with the Justice Department during the
Dwight D. Eisenhower Administration; the FBI investigation into Henry and into the
civil rights movement; Henry’s relationship with Medgar Evers; voting rights and voter
registration campaigns; beatings and killings of activists in Mississippi; the NAACP and
the 1960 presidential election; Jim Silver; Martin Luther King and other civil rights
leaders; labor movement leadership and the NAACP in the sixties; the relationships
among the various civil rights organizations, including the Mississippi Freedom
Democratic Party, SCLC, and SNCC; organizing boycotts of certain stores; Henry’s
arrest in 1961; and the disappearance and murder of Andrew Goodman, Mickey
Schwerner, and James Chaney in 1964, among other issues.
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reserves the right to refuse to accept a copying order if, in its judgment, fulfillment of the
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These electronic documents were created from transcripts available in the research room
of the John F. Kennedy Library. The transcripts were scanned using optical character
recognition and the resulting text files were proofread against the original transcripts.
Some formatting changes were made. Page numbers are noted where they would have
occurred at the bottoms of the pages of the original transcripts. If researchers have any
concerns about accuracy, they are encouraged to visit the Library and consult the
transcripts and the interview recordings.
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Although a legal agreement was not signed during the lifetime of Aaron E. Henry, upon his
death, ownership of the recording and transcript of his interview for the Oral History
Program passed to the John Fitzgerald Kennedy Library.

The following terms and conditions apply:

1.

2.

The transcript is available for use by researchers.

The tape recording shall be made available to those researchers who have access to
the transcript.

Copyright to the interview transcript and tape is assigned to the United States
Government.

Copies of the transcript and the tape recording may be provided by the Library to
researchers upon request for a fee.

Copies of the transcript and tape recording may be deposited in or loaned to
institutions other than the John F. Kennedy Library.
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