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Second Oral 'History Interview

awith
AAIION HENRY -

May, 13, 1969
St. Louis, Missouri

' By Dennis J. O'Brien

For the John_Fh Kennedy Library

O'BRIEN: ' When did you, really get involved in
?&vil #ighﬁé activity?

HENRY: W911,Dennis, it's hard to piﬁ:}oint
1

X
- a date. I would probably say,

if we have to get to a point of

: .
before and after; maybe around the

i 8/
year of 1952. 'Probablyk6g£;;;;;)as

3
a college sﬁudent? ‘I was highly involved
- in civil ridghts activities on the

v
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O 'BRIEN:

HENRY: -

’

i =7

i
'

L

college campus.

Where was ti\at?
- Yaote ¢
I went tg}Dlllar ‘Unlver51ty in New Orleans.

=
Frankly/(j was a part of the geneses
of the organization of the National _ :
.* L.;UCL!’\.‘- \lr‘\“ "i't.ﬁ .‘I'T-Jf'".('"-"
Students Association. 'And I womr-t letr
.l l' \.- Ve :’

-'you—ln-on that -one before the CIA

Y

‘\—oa“ :
[Central Intelllgence Agency_] takes it

tl_,oxu.o\’\""-f‘j A’)arOK, Pl Lowien =% e ana [ur\

over. S /(’B:Lll “Welch; and many of\ﬁ__

the other gﬁy s that I know, that are
LN (4_/

still around were also involved in the

same movement ‘“B@prlor to
that)/;

had the great fortune of having

—_— (=

_.«"'— s e
Ca. jum.or h:.gh school w:.tma jum.or in

i i e e My

Ta '(‘,i\J\C(
hlgh school‘ﬂlstory anlehyslcsalnstructog,

/A young lady who had gone to’ school at

Dillard Un:LVers:LtyLLy the name of MinnNo. %\'\C-\\’L)

Lch; S d
At that t:.me(‘bshe WdSLQSlt \_rgzy:"aware //
of what'was&'t right. She had some ideafé

i

. about how J.t ought to go and what we could

B S e A
R

3

. Wy sawlw
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do to.straighten it out. She had us
Ky

reading supnfementary material.like

ﬂ | I '_i\\.t w3

De Vie de Dub01s}and Soul: Black Folk.

— e ‘..__-_...—-‘

~

'O'BRIEN: - Where was that? ' )
b

HENRY:

In Coahoma céunty?’ég:’;;riculture High
.I ‘ L} ‘
SChool in Codhoma County.

'
i

O'BRIEN: In MlSSlSSlppl?
HENRY:  qtIn MlSSlSSlpEI, my home county. I live&//v//

7k

T T

l R

in the county I was born in. (You mlght.LrEDrJ\__

v
’rh43call me an agitator, but they've got to

say an inside agitator?’ggg’outside be=

cause I've always been here with them.

que did Blackiaox by Richard erght and

Natlvejg;n by Richard erght }nd of~
S

coursa,aqu olé7bunch of other stuff. This

is some of the‘early literature that

L

‘began, I thlnk, to help mold an attitude
in this areaﬂy The next thing she dld:
was to talk the'total incoming senior class

1nto taklng out a junior membership in the

. ey _-ryr::

2
s

s ¥ BT TR i




NAACP Natlonal Assoc1at10n for the/

- "—__‘_— }.

(i.Advancement Qf Colored Peoplé]l this is

back a long tlme ago, in 1942. qHaVLng done
this, after some six or seven months out
of high schoqif’gg;g; drafted into the

second World War ,and going into area

T

‘after area/orishall we sayg/:;;;_after

camp/and finding the segregations and
1
' discriminations over there against-

black soldleﬁslan guess much’ of it perhaps

still existy but then 1t was terrlbly

: _Meat
overtc, SféSE}SQQDlack guy”EJEI;;d in
,/u;u/ally

separate sections of the camp
always the w%%st sectiongof the camg;'

| ﬁ% PX sharing;‘hospital seg;egaﬁed, day
roéms completﬁy segregated/and that was awv
anathema for black soldiers and whlte
soldlerrgkz;rbe associating at all. It
was in this light that I found an identity
with the local NAACP ?Lapterg’;ggre we

wau ﬂ

[\
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would go. THey were always a source of
L
}
assistance in helping to overcome the

problems thaé you faced. This was as

much invglveé:in church segregation as

it was in th; day-to-day activities of

the camps. éo what we're trying to say‘
isﬂ;ﬁhére yo&,began, where you start or
where you pugla pegr’f;T;’hard to, becaﬁse
I suppose yo& really go to the day you were
born, when yéu realize that there have
been in'your gife these attitude situations
of biacksbeiﬁg; shall we say, discrimingted
against by wﬁites. And I've always had
a personal répentment toward ‘it; av1ngﬁchopp

n‘ ‘.\\V' ) ; ..l\(“':‘ul "\hQ_ 4
ori@xcked)cotton Qq;a blgdplantatlon

_belongxngL:SLthe big white manf//;d all

the rest of us lived in shacksy) Working

in the storeSfof my home to%ii4/After we

\
did a llttle blt betterfhan having to catch

trucks every mornlng, going to the

\‘_‘

K o BT =)

- &5 rme-
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fields and pick cottonm%a-;r we moved

/C'._...ﬂ

|

into the 'city,‘z‘ (ier® you were constantly

demeaned and insulted, many times.
&Finallyll wen‘é to work as a night porter/_/

[Sog) [Hote! ]

out at CottonBalD*Court{ which is in

my home_town; vand it's still there.

There you rea]lz‘rly get 'tlo see what the other

side is like, -’vfg'.n a way.  Prior to my émploy-

. . Fow]| )

# ment at Cottonbal]’Courty my mother was

a typical blarf‘k southern womanj/who had

ide:@,{_agout the white community in terms

o e +he .

of it“s betterness than blacks, in %.\way
=“hat You associate lwith.rnost of the store

' ;:Z;/ W /_:.__/
owners=tere white, most of the doctor\“zsl';'
were white, mast of the people that you saw
doing things.t".hat really made a 'difference}"/
4 ’ {

were white. We were really seeing the white

establishment r}‘:in action. She was,as most

other black people w ere at that time, hung-up

on a notion tl}%t ' 7 " =




"
white people wé@e morally better, to some

extent, and théy were the example you ought

NG
to follow, and:all this jazz. She was telling
"| aen {"
il . :
me sometimes, white people didnm*t act like’

il
that. But after I went to work at Cottonégzbq?auﬂ
aﬂd 1"1 g d\
Court4 I told them, "paby you'd better get

up off of that,shlt, as I see where it's at, W od

Nvnoud * Y

\

» They were just normal human beings, but the

big difference Qasz¥;;;t a black guy didn't
have money toﬂﬁ%y for, in terms of

seclusxon and a,hlde-awayC)the black guy

’ T in Vel Coun-\'\ f“\.\
usually ended up on a turn-route counter
Qo\ A
somewhere with hish§g£jhand his beer,

VUV o

‘having his.ifggllyafun. The white guy

would go to thegmotel. The white guy wasn't

.caught out on tﬁe road for indecent exposure

¥

"and all this. 'ﬁut everybody was doing the

: = syndrome
samerhing. The?biological 4 ©of the

human body is pretty much the same, whether

\)CULC ;,
your black e ——

’
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f
or whitqagndTI learned that,as I say, fairly

: . g
early in lifé and I'm glad I did 4 Fhe
color of a m&n's skin has little to do with

hlS conduct and his attitudes; it's more

y
or less how He thinks and what he feels

L " and what he #espon@5t2< ﬁﬁich makes each
man different from the other. Although this
| 4

was what she 'felts she now, years ago

/ st ) t o
a\(g come around to the fact that

IR S e
this was an illusmon,4the great white hope

,r

wasn't necessarily real.

O'BRIEN{?ﬂ When' dia you, first become associated with

Wall

ov J\"“\G\\Qk as CXLTXY Maty \}3‘\;
éﬁxactlve leader?j 1 /

y ; ~—
HENRY: I was with tne NAACP/ all the way through

‘the services“from '43 to '46. wWhatlever

the NAAC??Aa

town ‘we hit we identified with the NAACP

. of that area{. And coming back to Mississippi,

going to schéol in New Orleans, entering in
Xauvie ¢ 5 ZD_\
'46{:2111ard4Un1Ver51ty/ ﬁk rse identifing

with the totql civil rights movement that
was there, tﬁg NAACP and the other organizations

' _...: " -—-——-_-__.__________. 2l 0 st
\ of the area/u t."-.' y . i )
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&‘Thcn got out of school in '50.  Around theJ

D e .
latter ‘50‘) ok early '5l1l, we had, well I

guess a typicai-situation) /K’couple of

black girls wete accusing a white fellow

or rape . and the difficulty of getting a

lawyer in towntto take the casq) Erankly
the guy charged us two thousand dollars

to even take it. Oﬁpourse the gquy got
\:. 4o oo

off free but he‘wasj Yuled.for indictment.

It was as I sakd a two thousand dollar
tag q\Few of us knew about the NAACP and
‘ there were some members at home who had
been members of the NAACP for sometime.

Y /‘*-—"'
You don't havejto be in a chapter; you can
simply send your dues into the office, —
if you want togﬁdentify and they'll send

i
you a card bac%; After we struggled with

..-.l.‘"'

~this rape case?«l guess six or eight months
th@h we came a%ound to the point that’
perhaps we(%)h&d‘betterget an organizétion

in the community with the national =

—

<

s

Coa

T T
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\\rn(t

‘ll_adquarterSw of the NAACP. We had several

r.-_"'—-. ‘_ K3

local orgarglzatlons;f one was called the

Coahoma County Negro Citizens League,and w¢ hao

v il
L- . : ‘]f/
the Progressive Voters League,and gcourse
' digeno . s 9
\ all these Were Ankcig kl:inds of th:.ngsAO“I

identified Wlth all of them 65(W’hen we got

T ourselves :n.nto such a box trying to deal
A
with this nape report ;7 we wrote a letter
to Mrs. Rub;y Hurley, who at that time was
5 '
the field }Du_irector of the region/_vm/e\re

we arebgnd we had a ,R/éverend in the

»
1

4 Met‘hodist Ci‘zurch over in /Arpory by the
. : e [
name of Amo% Holmes. He was at that time

the/P/res:Ldent of what was called the

S
Mississippi Conference of the NAACP. They

had, I guesg, some seven or eight chaptez;j

even back then or more. Amos and Ruby

came over ofjie night and we assembled a

mass meeting;and there were enough people “Fhe e <
who decided i:that. they wanted to be members..
h g

‘4
We got the branch started and this was
' i q

.\\. .
N '

Y
*
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January of 1952. It's been pretty much

the socal poi‘nt of c:.vil rights activity

in our area /&mr ‘since _then.'

0 BRIEN: Did you have 'much contact with either the

%

Dwxght D. Eisenhower Administrat.ion, the

Pres:.dency / or'. the Justice Department 'Y during

those years?

gl HEN‘RY: ! Welliwe had qu:.te a bit of contact/-‘l;auae vl

B e R A you see t.hls is therf Emmett Tilly'

lS ia the’lof George W. Lee, who was .

: L"—“’O(J")loptd
kuled in ?nlum\' A G&mmy Smith who was shot

/.5

¥ , Wr rop«"‘“d ' .
he walked out. O&kr.’ A @ This is the

‘area of a whoﬁ.e solid mass of violenc%)and

BRSO of}:ourse, the agents from the FBI w

LR i —— e
el sel ey (Bureau of Invest.xgatlon!. and,‘Just:Lce

I - c“_:‘)< ——: 2l

Folds : Department were com:Lng in fairly rap:.d/

ﬁut we got no real relxef from any of. this.

E:(I thxnk the agenta were largely doing @)/
P "' qunctgo:@ry duty. vAt that time you could

-

- 1LY T b “

........

et

1 .

- ] ¢ A .
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.. find the ave‘rage FBI agent constantly in

,. .'association ;with) and in contact with the
ey J local policeI department. they
‘ .. explained thls by saying that/a@‘@_’n—"
_ ‘ WIE% : " the way they are able to resolve mch crime/s/

— 's:»'.;_.by work:mg Wlth the local police ﬂut

S . in many inatﬁmces the people who were doing - \
_ » _' . those o_\ndsl:_.‘.were the police. 'So how do | |
;" ]‘ f._‘.',"_.‘ you e{%ﬁa‘ect the FBI agent Q::_c%;‘- a-Ithoughi/
;' '" e ":—".";"L_he might know that it's the guy that he

knowsf/hat did the bombing or did the-_'

ehd};:.ng or did ‘the kill:.ng,lto turn his :

‘!-"" own buddy :Ln fhe guy that he plays -

golf with. goes fish:.ng w.‘.th viaiting.

SEES , famllies back and fc(%\th and all thla?

1

S0 we have.really not been able to completely
N break that association,yet/};;:ween the
L‘ i ..FBI agents and the local police; _7]{’(: s
much better than :Lt use to be. QI have much

. more conf:.dence in the FBI agants that Ay




are in M.tes:.saippi now, generally, than
: i Sichas Lltes
- " shall I .say the "'60'5, early ESO'?, late
?L*‘\ L e
'50's\ But it has been a long brutal thing
“Puch
to analyze @ologically /because you

» just think about. the gepartment in Washington

i ,ﬁ._.__.,',_u,._v,,_______.,__ﬁ__ calCL 1ust1ce., .And when it raally meana,_/‘-.:f

Y ity o ‘no more than a ‘town in Mississippi called

‘_"‘ P - Nacoda -
¥ _J_.1berty/lft/a‘a real o&__ge
‘ 0 BRIEN: Dld you ever have the feel:mg that the FBI

o ¢ B S : “was ;_nvestlgating you?

£.ogt HENRY: ‘' oh sure/ a ve been. 1nvestigated by the FBI.

o1 walked 1nto t'he drug\':store one day, this
eSS

;,;j_”f]{;if:,ap;' > '
LN e someshing tike 1537 'S4 X gueao 1've
2 il DERT . > ) R ¥

v forgotten. Well ,what had happened ,/-';w—e—"d had
. :t.al:black ‘head Who had been he.ld by two ' |
policemen and?:" shot by the third through the
’ ¥ l..-:.‘b:;.'ain.} thlq had enraged the black

.ft_' community agaj_n- We went down to the /‘fayor 5 -
g el U E\<|quehlj ‘ k?(\(
offlce,/ﬁ;: name. was (m ,and we had a

il A Sh
e wrc
. #hief of 77olice by tha name of Howardhw'ﬁ\




=

RO

" black group.

-}-kn"‘ S bk
: 7utxlized.

: 'bring him in/!

| .J,‘(. S

&e don't recall now exactly who was in the
i
1'm pretty sure it had to

—

ki 'have been R.L. Drew[twho was one of the

_a‘
Y

-‘G\u Q.f\’

. .<D€§§}45upporters of the movement ever since

I can remember the movement going oﬂ::z;"

?tTnm". 3 '
hat muat have* beenAJxm Gil%hem. probably

" Charles Stringér, maybe Rev. <S.L.R.Jones;

i Qg eV, ‘W il e

-:g.this waqﬂsomewhere around '55, '54,)§what

f:h?mhappeﬁ@ after ﬁhey shot this guy, we went

**" +in and had an argujaent about it. I was very

\.

g adamant about an assasslnatoqgas far aa they

! ._‘lzht. Pd-.)-

were concerned 4%'% was pretty much -oday’

Thep_I raleed‘the queetion-of)
S PE )

. awhat was it that we hadok a hiring policy

Zi,;iwith ‘the police departmentg’fi;:’required

i three policemen to arrest one man, and couldn't

7 p 0‘ LA ‘+
,So we argued (forfalwhileg

::,wI said, "Well you mean to tell me that three

.‘gr_' "p\(\is“‘ﬁn W weo

o= policemen were Boggq‘xrfor the we "‘k\;gket

"ﬁlthey can t bring in a’ 165 pound guy? there 8

‘-. .
L § o ‘ l‘ e 330N 4wl
FRENET e B R WO Y % :
T . . . ' .
'




o,

o
gl

-3 B 1
something wrong with the hiring policy.‘

&/So? then7 they explained that the guyf_’gf)./

- felt that they were in danger of losing

Y

" their 1ivesf7€£at's why they killed him.

\‘ \-50\_‘ Ve L.‘t.-"':/l./

Well, we haVe the 'same trouble, sthree guy’s
~—/

'who are so mgntally weak/ that they can't
. size up a s:_l'j_'_tuatiqn and deal with one man

ol 'al- ) o . “ pu—
©71+. . so that none of -them won't get hurt. kgcb)/

»

- we argued back and 'foarth‘@ while there I
= .,’l ~? = d

" remember the chief of polic%( said, "He

m'_"

speaks like ‘hi= been trained to re)‘uteus('-,

‘ust
"So I paid no attention- Ij“knew what he didn't

O~ "
11ke about :7t was(-tblack guy not saying, oka.~j J

\\ ~
I ial&goéal‘ong with him.' %bout three
- o 9 9

s Weeks afterjgo:.ng home to lunch and came back
2 ’ m"” /
o wa].ked intpl-'the store, Three guy®s walked
.1n behind md- " One I knew/ was a local policeman
' and the other two turned out to be FBI agents.

. ; They wanted to know who I was./;rgl told them?




T tem resu e e o ohd .‘.-.-..,. A-' e "*1

" Hl
L& % o -18-

3
Tt

"
l‘ .

and they said',."I'd like to talk to you for
)
. aJhlle.' I said, "Well ok’ﬂcome on bac)é") and

we went on back into the office by the P(QSLFIP+\M

".Ioa‘“‘ , .
and we sat dqwn. So they pulled out their

F

badges and showed me they were FBI agents avd Q”

LAY .. . o‘(l L
S gRy B ‘:hand they wanted to know where I'd been for

N
the last six or seven years. \eg’ course, I

. ———

told thern the serv:.ce and in school and then

oo . back home. They want.ed finger printsoand this '’
“. Gy , “whole grllling lasted Aabout two hours. @-{
Ly # :‘,',‘ -‘PI‘J ?. i '

eyl , (ﬂ ghen we flnaily got. through, the finger_prints

¢ wdinl e 'and all/‘: guy said, @ you don't o |
‘ "' & -' ;:'. * F o o } '- i do Ou

,-have any ldeﬂ about who we thought you were,

I said, "No, who did you think I was, )/He saxd,

: "Have you read anything about twelve communiat.s

et T up in New York who jumﬁf bailqn/c;; guysnamed
[ ' Ya‘t“) . "
°‘""" "’] .Davzs;and a whole bunch more’b I said, "Yes,
W
]
. . I've been reading about T\e?m. And ‘the
—{—urnﬂ dHovyngand UYL o3 ¥\ Ry

Ly policeman,‘said, ) 'You don't know Ado you"'zj

S
-.;l,

I said "No’b




e

They had felt'that I was one of these guy‘sp
' :-. e [ p
_and just havxng come back home'afterbelng

' away so. long, f%ey really thought they had

R ty{captured public enemy number one, I suppose.
e TR : (Esythia is the only time I wae—ﬂrilled by the
’ . " I ; . 2 s ?
: FBI L] - ¥'a -
Fmag" o N e Q(¥0 65
O R © BRIEN:_f 1d you ever have the feeling that ,the FBI has
p 5, , : 7‘rhfl't
SRR BRI invest;gated the oivil rights movement,yperhaps
gk . t 7..‘ .:‘IV"'.:" ; g the ;
A T;;b ln somévay or another4channeled that infor-
..r~=~u@{”"{fri' mation to the’perhaps southern GovernoEgEf_"’
”'"“t‘police forces and thlngs llke that? l

ﬁgfl?ﬁg,ugf‘,;ﬁf who would come in when people had a problem,

and talked wu;h them @t‘hey would telly « -

L blacke would tell the agenta what their
ol MRl % 0 problems wereg;(@ ab many of them that I
-m:know-have beeh,visited by the sheriff the same

.{?f};fﬂ;ﬁ”;ﬁ day and they said, "What the hell you tell this

guy that fofqz )ﬁuch was certalnly reporting

""" o aervice back to the sheriff by the FBQJgnd this
' : "E fr-'a' ""-"_":. :
3 i 1: :J l s !'.,' { x
- L R ““ t

oy - e e il TR L 1S S e L UL LA pre—
4 2. J

' ., ylah g e s
P W UL e Fiy f‘- i

HENRY: . Well, I feel very definitely that the FBI agent.a




‘e

o ey o\mc )./
is really a pjart of aA@_ﬁx_'s_'_Ip.’hang,-up I
guess I still"_".have about the FBI}because

... I do know,in many instanceslthere has been

this reportin‘.i_i.i. to the local sherif\t:%

' -people are afraid to really level with an

-t ]
LI o

-

PRy TR K :
e, o FBI guy unlesla you know him now. Q\Now in//

e ' my home town,,I think we've got two guy s

that are pretty S«-Cﬂr . whaf” the problem

o .

S ia, they w111-‘go after\‘xt; and deal with
s d 11-. in a normai mat%‘er} ﬁut this has not
always been the case. ,

-

Were.there‘ anx spec:.f;c partiéular -.instances, 5

i ‘ ]
Fan -. N . in wh:Lch Anot only 1nc1ud1ng yourself, but

,‘ includlng oter people 1ike Mart.:m Luther
AR K.mg and othexis.{nembers of the civil rights

movement ,who may have: been in someway or

oy o8 '_ o o {'!,L‘J."é

anouher :.nvestxgated by t.he FBI m4tell

1 _ .
i
thaﬁ it5 béen ‘communicated to €

\_._.,

HENRY: Well, . I know Mart:.n ‘haﬁl had G} 8 many times, joq

- \t).h 0w, " :
: f_ government in\fe st.xgat:.ona . Q‘ I-‘rankly you knovp :

4 g om0 SheRage 2
PR
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3 'Qi@at all after’ Martln had died. 4 Yeoe B ahn

: . T :/’lf,/ W 5 ,: j-’ S,C,(q_+|ou3 C"
.- was with Céretta l\after Martln died, some o o et
d , unu\»u:\(‘::““

~ . o three or four days,and Qgcourse:IRobert F.r‘ Led ~ra
P G ' [Rebert 7 revrac |
. Bobby Kennedy was out there,toq,'durs. Kennedy ‘2%« |
‘ _;‘ '_"w:.th Coretta@ ' ve: all were involved with f
“' ' trying to help sort the mail. WAnd] Ethel o !
iR WE L Pfedt |
-_and Coretta got to be pretty,‘&oae because . - !
'n] ”-they had feelings simular. I'm sure be= |
' .. cause each of ‘the gu}c’/s/?}:t they were’
s ._‘ ) . e i ) ’,
.-~ married to%h‘ey knew were the possible |
1 WA o b ' !
L targets any” moment of any kind of vxolenceqb .
g @nd’ go the women of_ those of us who are ’
2 S & . |
involved in civil rights movements are just 4
ad el £ - s |
-~ as close (¥elated as the men are; At home {

+they were not at' all friends when Martin

died. nd ofcourse J. Edgar is one of the

X terms of government’\sent no word €rom

_ y(*'f"f

*
i " ) |

T Martin and Mr. Hoover were ' i |

) e - 1B i
. i [

.-: 5 5 i

#or 1 i

bitter enemies .“'for a long time@ ;n}fact, ‘ ,

twho % \v‘\
. few americans Eqﬁ«really prominence in
e —4@ (’Mdo\uc&

b course, ¥ would
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‘ Eara. Charlea Euc(% J Nan and [Mrs. Aaron Eu
Henry] /?oemg,\t on the p‘hone and talk@-""

" for hourso@?/charles and I have to put.in

" separate lines if we want to get conver=-
e :‘;‘5-»:";".' ‘sations out :éometimes .because the women keep
"i.' ! ) "‘ I‘ : ._ o
R the lines Jammed talklng to each other. =
i R Well,,that!, finﬁ, we're proud of this kind -
.. ; ','."':_‘;"_of relationsh:.p between them.
7 Nan is Charléféﬁrife and my wife's Noel\¥ -~
b é/ So I'm sure “i:'hat Charles has had his in-
Ceons @1 -}‘VestigationSy Qou knoij can't pin’:point
’ LA ‘
T e R ;tlme/ dates and placesgbut I know that if
Spents ol i i, ", ob
Ay ..., there was any hint of spversion 'in any of us,
T : % a an _‘_," .': .. ‘*}\cm 5-\ \\ "'\\O"C
' ._that Gtill mor§ will involveAJ.n the move=-
el \ ﬂm‘z\c:
il BT ment like Fannx H erl or,\ Moore; o
Rl R R _.“\.- . \0 0(\$
the guy up at. Marka. O Ingram,,‘Robert Bowes
Fom ‘,F.,(\‘o\p Rock WY moie e
Stap it -;?.Vout in cRural Hil o Lucy Boyd in Charlestoz@
v o o . and Efcourse' down in tﬁxe southern end of the
did ' 4 == 4 ],F [CRT "‘."-‘;'
‘ | .- state )(ou \(e go ofb\on ana\Maaor@ well I
B *hy guess two. or three hundred people keep
‘.‘A'j =il .J""' i -.v '\
a4 i the civil righta movement 1n the atate buzzing y
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and I know ‘t.'hat the guyS would love to

_get BOmething in terms of sﬁversion on us.

\

But like I say; "It s 'a hell of enough

e i "_bemg black/but. be:.ng black and red at the
L0 L | A Eltlmei ‘1 i
¥ . ) L : “L‘ ] ) # .
gt e e Q'BRIENS - -‘ Well, whendid you first mq?t’: Medgar Evers?

HENRY 3 - I met Medgar in 1952 or 3.. He had just

got.ten out [of school ,and I'd been out two

L : ‘ o ‘three years ahead of him.‘bwe had
' " -a small insurance company we were trying to
get off thé ground 1, Magnolia Mutual L:.fe |

-Insurance Company. Moun Bayou, Mississippi.
e wopwnh Y AN Dr. T. R. M. HowardAWho was a longJime
Y s flghter. in‘the struggle who's now in C‘hicago}-, s

sl R i the pressutes finally got to him and he lefty
1""1'.“3"" " I won't saj he had to leave, but he lefte. — -
SR -7-;,’ Dr. Howard went down on the campus
ot B w5 L de: Colleg o,
T e SE g e @R Holmea Awhere Charles and Medgar both were
o g : byt students ,and was looking for some young mn
";;1' » .
i to come to work for the company as an agency
’ o Ay L v ’ .
. e b A b ‘dzr_ector. C'harles and Medgar both were =~
O i a1 L AN .
e 1 \ ‘ 3 -
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| ; a a0 ; v e i'
. . : : P L
IRt ¢+ % = ..i.. . interviewed for the job. Charles didn't agree

%

. to come and Medgar did agree to come. So

E
'h b el © 8 0 . Medgar came aboard Magnolia Mutual. That's

] £ - ot how ‘we finst got. to know each other. tﬂmha'('

"R ;": must have been around '52 or '53, because
ST t

.,—

:Ln 1954, t.hat s’ the year I'm sure that the

T LY .;.’._.f;',i-,."L_'T.leAACP open_ed it's state office. @ again
e ey o "' pe ¥ . \ 3 -

....there was .decisions to be made as to who

=i "-lﬁd..: N } B
Il s N D would be izt{"_f?eld director. Charles and
~ Y ‘*w-‘e Medgar were ‘the. two guy's/;e/wanted agalr@ ’
s A Xt o ‘ Bov 60 e e e Kneuds Y\no
X e‘ J.t was " euch aéfweet 11tt19 POSSlbllitGL'

i of surv;val were not. goodxther the

hgh )'--." oy "'-'-‘;‘.'»{\, o
e volunteer %’the paid staff area, go

3 0 W .- Charles and Medgar decided that @:/.L.’. :
% : iy o *"i,-'."ﬁ' o o

O SNeFg e S & ,,;.

L

: : ) i “Charles had gone to work in the meantime |

4 J i R

4 =i ¥ oo, O '“, ey ot £ Vi wig

i ; "‘. .7 for a radio station down in Philadelp'h:.a. :

hes= ‘_,..- LR R ’ i\ f i !

; R Ny Miasissippi. He was zero:.ng in on/ get

‘,: R R T 'f. P s . \-\Q.- was .}\‘S* A-.
i x PR :

! : oo ¢ out and vote, ever.‘l now and t %’ Adi se!;)ockey /

¥ ] b‘*

a1 he was- do;ng h:.s th:.ng wh:Lle gett:.ng the

message over wh:.le doing t.he dxas{;ockey bit.

R b ol B O AL b sk e $ i s
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everything,., Charles decided to leave_,tOO-

'_ _Charles came home for the funeral and
BT e - i ) L .“- -. ! - T ',!’. ) ' - s
F y U P = : : i i . gk . he s . g e R ey y .

-

. - 3
B 7

1

- ey fin:blly decided that Charles was too

; KLt much of an agitator, liberal Mississippian.

’ T “ The guy/s‘;agan to put pressure on him and

R e e mert 88475 |
' 2 v gzeroed in on“"-- and so rather than lose

A

S B ¥

oo e x he went to Chicago, buthe

"__-f prom.sed usr then that any}tlme we needed him,

>

A “he'd return._. So Charles, Medgar and I became

" " k fru.ends around 1952 or 3,1n thlB area.‘;:I

L - L CMenssippr]
B, S : was )A.ce /E/resn.dent of the NAACP when Medgar
: \ ; ‘;"‘ - came aboard“ as f:.eld director. I worked with

A R him something l:.ke three or four, five years

A _ v
‘_;.: f'in various oapacitiea 'and then I hecame
: ..if;:ilj;;t€;1?469ident>of'the NAACP in 1959, I bel@%ve )
) : and have been }{res:.dent ever. snmce,and was
e o '-""f %, ,;";“:_‘ “ }{resident when Medgar died. And) ourse

' ”j', " since Charlee has come backt. Charlea came

& :L.;,{,g;;_  pack in 1963, Medgar 1 was k;lled May 12, '63

" “'never went back, @i been here ever since.
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So I've had t‘he wonderful opportunity of

“working close up with both of them, more with

we o, TR S Medgar than ‘wit.h Charle@@: .
Y3 S , feel somewhat assured that the association

g n- sy ~ ‘with Charlesf:will be longer)/:[ hope than

B LRl et Tralited

e v 5.8 with Medgar/i)ecause like I said Medgar was

% L < killed ear;¥?'in life-"and maybe Charles and

: : i If:‘.lg'a.d'grass‘.‘ and you" know it's hard to kill
. * ' bad grass.. Sl

* oy O.BRIEN-‘--:_l::\nything pargicolorltoat you remomber .about '

that assoc;ation \uth Medgar Evers?

HENRY; Well, yes. ‘Our f.‘LrBt real ‘adventure was in

S ke ,“ the Emmett '1‘111 kllling. " Emmett Till was a -
e ,f\,,,:,_; -’.- young black boy ‘from Chicago who had come down -

.-j._:,"~: =i to Mma;ssipp:. to visit his grandparents/

L : ‘ & Rl e LT ! u‘.

St B e % p e B TR > and‘wad been kidnapped by a couple of white
o e g L . [ g [Redd
e B guy{/ the name ofAM:ngn andABryant@ he

was murdered and thrown in the river with a-
¢ 6 N& ‘
gin fan around hxs neck”f.lnally surfaced
e R L e i'after the bodY b'ﬂ?*‘d °1d man Mosesttpmc'“rj

v “ . o
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A By ;
his grandf\athgb/knew Mi13% and Bryant to

‘identify them as the killera@) of ourse/

they went - to court and were acquitted. / But

dhwrevan
the mvesti,gatzors that we went toy in trying

to find out-who the witnesses were who saw
what@ ﬂay after day, going into the cotton

ity f:.elds and ohopplng cotton with the hands
<, @l " and plcklng_'; cotton W:Lth the hands ’ }(o.ndering
© ihE : ‘ % s i;' 4 *

A through the crowds just to find out what

(T _;“_.-‘,.':"n. ; E v @

5 .07 we could about @ he murde Ruby Hurley came in
AR 'z- ek t d avé v \a 4 ol

7, 4 with her coif.'ton sack, ,\the same way. ng‘e. ¢
_ I would aay‘\,‘« was the_flrst real close_yp | |
ectivity 't‘héi.t' Medgar and I‘ had cpas ar;

‘inveatigati\;e team ;vorking together on a

"

. particular‘p"iroject.‘ @@ after Emmett Till}/

there were numerous more, there was George Lee,

AN R 5 08>
, we worked on that one. “As you know Medgar \\a.,e
O one) oy Hha viavwR olf

1. Was marned tod sS. Me d’g‘ar@ Mu\r\\elwho

not toolong ago, maybe three years ago made

a ‘book callJ,For Us_ t'he L1v:. ’ Awhic_h ‘Bhe ,
. "“ |"' ‘.. - -.l‘-l, . ¥
.-$'I_— - oA .: 5 ¢ ; i._
Aot B .i-‘.n '
3 LY A .
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Al

seta out quite a bit of the wonderful years
i 4 : rod
e that she and Medgar had ,\togetherc it was°"
‘) 2 . < q:\ T "‘

prett.y reminiacent kind of thing w‘hen &—/‘ﬁ- 7
4 2 L’\\v 4’*‘ Vﬂo g

e Sfamlly\remember that and Arememberst(fhm X And
.' ‘{

o 4 .
i .. " AR

: .; et ‘Medgar, after a couple of years, was,as

j,l "-.":j.J-‘_ v J‘ i C .

sl 'huma.n personalxtiea are in close contact

£ . "': ‘. T guaess

and develoPI 4there became a little b;.t of

- 4' “friction betweén him and the (NAACP) /{resi—

fa dent, each guy. t‘hought that the other Sx_xi gk -

'; was invadihg hj.s terrztory. Luds'iy for

i Medgar Charlep and me, ,these are the only -

v A8 J\ A AACE wita ene
Al g /‘-/ Se vangs S DAL
_two guys ve vmrked with \@S__ s Tl N @ Fete
ok -'."y'-_ o

Lt s “ }{e:\.ther of us had any boundaries. Wl'd:_’:ever

B N _was to be donei the other one always considered
St -1 ;} By himaelf the next. man in line, whether it was "1
T - x
A SR, u}‘resident or )‘ice freaident. whether it was

-};, "t.he top'spot' or second spot it made no
g v g fitiagtar

i dxfferenceét{,ff the JOb had to be done and

"‘:'_You re here you do it. Certainly I'm glad
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—:r" 5, '.b_ .

£ ‘on this line. h.But Medgar began to have some

e = ""1":':._, g T T T I T r e ey o -
: S g N - X ,..'-.-...l'| >~ o 7 “ hnd i - mch(‘ =
L A d1 fficulty wn.th the guy that focee@'_e@)/]me

"~- '-""‘.‘_-. (]

.A\,_ ";.-':‘._,._._,_-,7___"__‘___ R e
ol e T , as ffresxdentﬂand it got. to: such a point where

' ot . he said, "No,LI m not going to stick with 11:,

? r-\ : ‘I: 'r‘ X J.; " __;’. )

% B ot Ve T 11 stzll .be with the movement but JUBt can t

; ._';7-. take th:.{b So he asked me if I would run

e for the offxce. '_I said, I didn't want to
3 '.'3'f’f',_-_'-'.:-‘-bother_with _lt_'. I was f:eaident of my own

"~ branch and I, had my own thing, up in my areaa;/.-/
L (e on" Ser Ok

5 e 4 ;\s much ,oppo,'r:tunlty,\ partic:.pat.:.on on the

; ¥ " ._atate level: gs_ you \yanted, jghlch me,q: that

you could~ when you wanted to /and when yqu
k _

~.didn’ t. want to, you didn t have to; y and

‘f =il .-'-: . " ." i , : ,,‘. ; -': '{-\""T?
, S e thoa,r wasn t. any responsibility attached

S to it if you d:.dn t.’ But,once you become
: ’ 1 Lo ) }Jresident oii the p{tate c('mference then
. . o : ‘ - every branchE{Lproblem is your problem/
[ = I

L R T o

o \.\.‘?‘";;."“7;‘,‘: e ‘,l_" ok
NG nd SN /(nd you've got to be apread as thin as . = ‘ |

you ve got branchee throughout the atate.

s g T Swn £ 9% 4 o 5
. e AT A, =
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T '}‘resideucy‘ ia 'you‘ ééo in trouble at home

* ke ¢ Bt & _g,.-&-:.._-qr—-—.. e T LR

Boiy” g ” o 8 lot because you&ﬂ’zsomewhere else. But/

you don't belbng to jour hom&own anymore;

B e e et S ) .,_.._--

I ~you belong to, the state and every branch

LR haa as muc‘h,\a@%n’a:.m on your time and energy

‘-as does an bod .elsey @13));}119 is hard
ey /\__/ - "

; .@?H,mk.ﬁtf- for homéﬁtownifolks to see. ,So anyway, Okafj’ :

Ao ' 1'11 run.' T'he fJ.rst year I ran and lost by
et e 10 :

i '.'_;-' jj_.” @’votes. ' I‘ belepve it was somethlng like
cp T AT LOK b : 1,020

Cne thousand @j’ to@rTe thousand twenjit
i, ._-: was 'a very clbse race.: 'I'hen the next year,
: : ‘ it was a funn;f:;. kind of th:.ng@ although the .
9 ﬁ . ‘ b /resuiem: has\.in the ‘state conference 0(4;01: in
f ' " the branch buil.'ln the state conferenc;!,‘c‘!@—&_.
, ' . ._ ".' resident has) the fight of appointing the
‘ ; o ‘-'i' ; :f:. nominating oorfmnitteo that brings in rec-
. sy comend_ationa ;.for the conference / /C{n the
branch level ';he nomi_nating. committee is elected
\ rk X ‘;‘;l by‘ fh'e people',f' andl ohe yresideﬁt' doesn’t have
: 1 e 5 - oot Y i
5 '. a c‘hance t.o stack it. ¥ _gver people who

p— T
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‘\.:i . gets on the.f‘committee/and therefore his
) ‘ o

R
chances of being nominated are as good or

~as bad as the people he elected. feel thaﬁ

pd de Gua. Wi (J'\|
----- 2 e B o e, oW, ne Se

) %hese)DqRDEN Crar\es Dc>‘n<:>rtain.':11f.ing

2N Wad
FEORE oomittee“‘icame back with a nomination that

o SR ' . iLmu%"\wj o0 S

didn - include him. There wm:acqz:ially no

‘contest the;; second time/and as I said I've

. remaineii the /{resident ever since. . =

. N 3
i |

,'.,.,Q" BRIEN: "_ Did you have any contact in those yeara}

% A ;‘id the NAACP in Mississippi. yourself. Medgar

Evers, ever have any contact with the
in’

democrat:l.c part.y nationally/ or, § lth the last

,.‘.;.'-;-.._.n' '59, "69 wiﬁh anyone on the Kennedy camp,
P a\d=<

either eenatorial campaigning@‘)/
57 ) HENRY: Well/ yea, )ﬂa hadenot as political entities/
\ j but beginning with the Kennedy yeara? cer-

..........

» ,'..j‘ tainly there ‘was ('_I‘heodore CJ Sorensen, who

o LT

was very much involved, Ha who always

identif:.ed with us,and of’(:ourse the two guy/e/
S

that came aboa.rd w:.th John Fitzgerald,‘ that

to my mind haa given me a much better image

Mg g 3
K} . <A Yy
Hoe "-'i y . J‘ ‘ 21, ] . %
2 at \ X . S - '
' L y
a ¥ i t Lo,
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% 0F BRIEN:

Vet

i | 5 5%

i 1 —
and perspective of the federal _s_lyzsten;R }(wo

, fellows Jo‘hn Doar and Robert Owens. Now

pr:Lor to Jéhn s and Bob's first vis:.t to

l-‘l'

' the state e W well I don't know if it was

-{—hcn—
- 4here first viait to the state or not, but

+|'\f\-"

J.t was -there f;rst visit to me.

Now th:.s was after the election?
h

. Yes. Th:.s;.was afterthe election. John Dodr
" i p i ) \ . . ‘
was a Kennedy appointment to the Justice

b 4 Departmenfoand the day t.hat John and Bob

‘came in we!'were s:.tting around the store,

‘, about 11ke :I.t ‘was when you were there the

' ‘last _time.": ey ‘told us who they were
i M -~

'-';- : andthey wanted to know what was wrong.

«
1
'

So t'.he peo,rlale of the movement dr:.fte‘_q_‘_’

“and out of the store all day long just like

¥ —

. customers do.. Bes:l.des belng a drug\/ tore,

’ S%ﬁ 1SS l ; i
' it 8 a QEP Y nu.ll where ideas are developed
‘—X“ | ' Llaug =]

' and plans are 1a:|.d, thxngs get done. 4When

o f‘l- they came in. I m pretty sure a couple of




S0

..;/_f-

N

gux{ir: were closelup to the movement were
"-\".- i L 'L,_

- ' _ " there ] “"Ifd" 1like to have a talk with you and
J . wil M een g rl:‘- d : b

1 ' some of you;' friends about conditions that are
... here and what we might be able to do about it.

" '0'BRIEN: = You remember when that was?

bt

""" HENRY:  "* I.can't date it, but it's something like three

" or' four mont'tﬁs"aft'er'xennedy was in office.

¥y oy _--_-—fl T .So I told them, _"Now look we're going to

R TR talk to you, but wa don t think anythlnge/ s

1 going to happen because you gu("ﬂve

been comlng-around here for the last four
; L -

{:or five years, and all you do is take notes

i and study us, we've been studied enoug?}.‘3
e W8 “"'-j"""’: oH cuaht to
k i, i et you know us by nowZ. ’\g ve had

,‘ - guy*s come in and talk wn:h us half the day

e A u ok
L D g and get up and leave .notes on the tableg ,next:
i e ; :
-'i ) : s ‘guy comes doWn sometimes Aalthough he might
3 :\::I a4 A % )
1 TR iy L W -
i 2T ey o NAVE carned hJ.s notes with lumk the guy
i e Rl b
3 T el Ehat follows“him to' further investigate the
! b s w8 e et ) compla:.nt we'! -ve made/g; _noj idea what ‘the
“i ; 3 Yoot !_ ;--". ! ] 3
l el o 4orig:.na1 chargea were. When you start talking
i | oo AR e L ,
3 e W ool i f Pl e AN P
4 v . ! ;," : ._:.".
7 o e
< ; S | ’ a } 3 .
s bl ' W {
_ i §° T8 B
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d i = —n--.\ T e e vy s el & s lr ALt e o L K UR Y e - -}2/-
3 : k: S ] ¢ ' Yo

i i e Biaiinant, SR s B s S k2

to him you f:Lnd out he hasn t even been briefed

1 . y ) &
«la ol L R e

on what he’s down there to see about. And

;} - i you ve already talked to four or five guy__a

in the degart:nent about J.t@ ;ou know th{re

L e S

o ke dmbaed SR sha}\mg you, so you nu.ght as well forget :.t.

¥ e We re never going to let it be trueﬁat
N .. we didn't get cooperation from you because
\ e ki s :_, we wouldn ,t cooperate w:.th you ,543 we're

Naey ted go:.ng to g.we you a session, we're going to

" two and they gave us some phone numbers, B —"""

1 & " . ";-' AT :' PR 'y
LR S e @?‘Ee numbers. Justice Department numbers,

N ' { ' -A: ’“ > '. i " u'\' wa wionr }o
o e d I ’ " sit down and talk, @Cﬁ: you know how we
PRNERONE (0 . ‘ %/
el e © Rer TR fe&l. t‘hat we've had enough of this. o
- o Wt "‘.' * v ._‘2_.. = ‘ .‘ I“.-% .’ 2 I: hy w 0,
R "u we went up‘ostairs’\room over the storeg) we sat
' .l __.:-r\;';_’ i : § i i | ) X =
% S oy ,'.f" there, 3 g‘uees we must have 'had:an houfor

A A4 ; 1 &J\\Q"
PeYaml S 8 A0 where you ‘can get them anytime ,fiay or night.

P e N - , :. 4 \‘\,
e L R e .'v (and offourse t'hey told us that they,‘often
' LR i vy [ 4O, thls as far as g;v:.ng out their home phones/
: ;.7 b, 3 ‘_ ﬂut they ﬁelt that some k;nd of opportunlty
1 : "“‘-of getting tolj_: them after closxng houra of the
]
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" world the truth/and you get out here and

find that tHe guy'ﬁ:’h-o/are doing KDwrong
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ng star and youx going to tell the

VUt T most are the people who are the most knowledg-

it L g s -,-,‘--;..-.';I':.'."T-.' world man.
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; ., Qable about w'hat all haﬁperf. It's a real \{1:5&

But I say with John and Bob.ahd Lhewn

\ood

| we rernained a..b:. close personal friends since

T ; : ' B ;5 “ then. ﬁ\)\ndafter John and Bob Owens

Twichelos de GJ

SR cans, ¥e had o good. identity with, Bick Katsenpach;
that came o%gnd following Nick you had

[Ramsey] Clai-k from Texa s, as Attorney

b "_*.""".'?: f:_ll'-.-—-»}.-_?:-i---,-‘- General who Was k:.nd and available and carried

‘ on the same kind of é“activ:.ty.

: 'T'.'_ 7. sure that Erbhn nm.,ﬂ

I don't

7/

*7 want to prej_uég_e but I'm,at this pointlnot too
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The‘re\&response is just not there. I know

we've had three killings in MJ.as:.ssippi in

i

.+ three weekia1 we had a kid killed in fort Gihson,

-S-Q\\U" 6(\@’

. ; . we had a fat @,ﬂulled in Grenada,and,\up

Wl by e ,
in Crensha@—ohcemﬂn. And when I left

*. home , although we had sent numerous wires

to the U’ugti’..ce Department and the Democratic

R RV VTl

Party“dnew‘r/ Fred Harris, who at this level

. had asked of Mr. M;tchel]’ what were you
/
do:.ng in terms~of investigating and correcting
a' ,..4’ :
these thlngé, ,\he hadn t answered them exther.

o, s

I really dort t know: what we're into and

»
.-o'

L wetye had, t! the people who are aboard now who are

'Berv1ng in MJ.SS:I.BSJ.ppi from the Juatice ‘

Department, fthis does not. at all Inatch to

v i caliber
j my mlnd the' 4 and t.he integrity and
g e S'nuwnc\
empathy that,\men before them have s:‘thu)

G

~in thhln the 1ast 8ix or eight years.

T .
Moy

D:Ld you try"to get. :.nto /res:.dential politics

u,""'-,..-- in. 1960 at. all? 0% 414 the NAACP or Medgar
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Evers gry to _g?c?uﬁ 4@—/;:esidential‘politict;
7 at all in 19607 | -
‘.‘:"Hr.m\lf_z __l\)c_a."You see .the qg:estion of the right to vote
‘ res ‘really was not"..'“"available generally- in
' Mississippi prlor to '65. Prior to '65 .
_l you had all this jazz about be:.ng able to
: Il,.';lnterpret. any ;isectn.on of the #onst:.tutlon

";_. Y - of the Iﬁ’ﬁate/énd you had to be able to do it '

777" when you walked into the office/ and you
SRR s didn't"know what the guy was going to ask@j_/
St AT e i .

L4 gk g i you until youj 'walked 1n. 'I'his was a way

I'l ' E

of reglstering who they Wanted to /and not o

v R, v F ey ;
; P reg:.ster:mg who they didn't want to. @g‘

106, 000 \%qre.a
2 14k ,'{. we had somethxng l:I.ke amd_faﬂ;u:ryi

£ s compared’ with something like m

g BN Ho0, 000
Vg By housan whj.tes. You were sometimes a

T ——

s - balance of power in your own local area, but.

S, w gt : L \écq \{v\cud i :
b g you ‘nad ‘no mWH«, atate-wxde» ind gfter the

; passing of thé‘ Voters Right Act of 1965, we
;;._". ; ' - “
: r "';‘_have been ablé to move. Of(:ourse/we did |
o 1 ity _"several th:mgs trying to. atimulate people to *
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P FE g .* go down and register to vote, or try, even when

- Sy J.t was 80 rough ‘that you couldn't make it.

- We conduct_ed_ & project known as the ;reedom

e vote campalgn npvementA;;e I ran for .©
" ‘ _ Governor in 1963 along with Ed King 7 J@}/
a2 P we h":‘d the freedom ypte in one division as
‘_ -1 ma:.n thrust. iito Bhoﬁ how many people who
' .:'i -."_"couldn'.t vot.g"\'would‘vote for you/ if they
J s had the opportum.ty.‘ An we anticipated the

CA ey =swt *JO 501000

: “ it : thing like @or) or fifty thousandy*

and}surprlalngly} we got more than Qn&y’)‘ 99, 000

\ ¢ Q;oﬁsand}people 1nvolved in this thing ] .
Byt S gl — o ke I'wm ql.& - ;
o oo % Which had, i) effect 6_-%- A the Voters
5 e Ir" ;' : -‘ q‘—’
sip ,‘_, - Right Act of 1965 because of the demonatratlon .
_‘.‘L' factihﬁ )‘eople would vote if they coul%@

¥ e RO

-‘""'f-'"' Cﬂ here we@‘runmng a freedom vote campa:.gn

i

'--;';% i— where you can t possib 1y win the damn
/ vernorshlp?/ and /i l spite of that, every=-

e, - where we went, we were i.nt:.mdated@ t‘he fn:e

' trucka would circle t‘he bu:.lding you were

\

speaking in and use the airens half t.he night
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until you were through. drowned out your vo:.ce.

People were arreated, beaten. shot, shot at/

"r'expern.ence without any possible formal

) ..._,-.7--.-—-..--.. e v ———

o :‘:*..' iy politlcal consequences.@hey perhaps

“"“'" "*-"f-*;ff--'understood(w‘nat) the..results of what we were

doing mayhe b_etter than we did, because it

By i
Nl e .aroused them quand agaxn this is an
’ :Ldent:.flcatlon with ﬂl Lowcns-km. Al

g T m - Xavier
i e Q) BRIEN: 15 ‘back a?
< .".." - P ,,,‘

o —— L0

. = }l' " and I were inf-college at the same time, we

T e - were 'involved‘“" in the ‘s e e

Al . ".1.
..HENRY:, Well’no. % m* talking about the freedom Oc'+¢
i campaign now. Al ‘came in to help us organize
- T oYe ‘ &\n\s\-\md

, Y the freedo. Al had (Finch,law and

Loy -‘:o course he a:nd.'I have always stayed in
Tioisnzivl o touch with each other. “He was one of the
v X Cl i

it guys>I liked -‘and he liked me? so we had

I ‘.'?;, r a fr:.endly relationship all the time. @}/

s '-" q\ Al was ableoto get aomething like €wentp* B
P @9 @1&8 from college campuses.
5 ! ’- ’.

- il Cand all they were involved in was an educational

B G R ST S e A ey ey ——
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._-“aI remember t.l}l‘e_re were some people  from
'Stanford. Da:f,tmouth and Yale/{ale primaxg\ly.

. 4 % '

@’éhia was lone of the first times that you

" had seen any kind of?\/strong support of the

black movement by whites from anywhere. This

': was "'63. l@#';E’he kids came in to help

- out ‘wit.h the icampa:l.gn /@)tjlat was their buaineaa
‘there.. They ',jyere for the most part sons

_ '.'.and daughtera's of éenators and gongressmen//

| . sons and deugf;fl\_ters of people from the news .-

.+ media who had ;m\-ream got the best press

A s
i

.:_..i.in't.he world .on what we were trying to do.

‘-.';'--;“The word real'_;l.y got 'out ‘and offcourse again,

I guess, what helped us was the vengeance
M;c-”n .

: @ which the ’w'hlte community responded

- to t‘he w‘hite kldﬂ who were there to identify

*

with us. They began to put. them in jail just

e %

there was one

- -
bout thla/ y although

11ke they put us in jail.

th:mg that peculiar

l;

3 J.t mght aound cynical it. 8 ‘true and I still -

‘I

%

"?' have th:.a kind of gut reactxocn{ 4 /{a long as

¥ e L

rget
-
ah 5 e
: ot
L
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(I S el L we were 'hav,{ng a problem with the whites,
3 ” ‘with whites. abusg):mg blacks, we complalne%(-h: +he
rd

4 0N -.Justice Depart.mentAthey will tell you, we can 't

N S RTh: "’ send nobody down to guard no house to keep

- e l EE \' ——— ——— e e e

© i et s e gy —
. . -t -

b e iy ‘ % from being bombed@ we can't give you no

A T MR e Fepi ey wh
H '

s ""““:""","""'"‘"‘-.i"’""prOtGCtlon af_ (ah94meeting® they couldn t.do

a < : “any of thlﬁ. £ We asked for preaence in the
' Jre :
3 court room .sometlmes eimply to lxsten to the

\. % %
K "

';' .._-.‘ # ‘best:.mony and to observe the verdxct and the

‘ ‘..': ;_' ' : sentences t‘hat the-.judges were handing out.
2 ‘.‘;"-‘Eq-l- In 1963 whe.n these white kids got thrown in— —
-"9}. -* | 4,|;;:rteq throwzng them in jail and hitting
‘ T 2 - :
; , A them up a:Lde the headl ;ell we had FBI agents

; ) " " : coming out of our ears K11 of a sudden

5 . | ‘ \_} ‘ “there were plenty of them. So it really sayag—‘
1 B T ~. oy, g -to

] ' "“' P cf.hat 'R,:)a 1arge part true today,\ unlese it's

1 4 . . the white émerican being victimlzed ll‘he
: " f. ( “ _..'_eystem rea]l;ly doesn't seem to respond effeciently
i - '. '.,{-_,_t°. it@gnd I hope one day I can over_come th.is
: * feeling Iby-:'t:lee.rni.ng.:'d'iifferently and ,oﬁ’courae,

e i __-'_'i;..,!'.!_T.trYin"g%;_#P"_fl-Aiea;rp_jl‘.jl.tj‘fiif:ﬁerenfly/ but the

| il e

iy ;
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syndrome
J "Sklpplng a lot, but

A ;Ls ‘here@

j:rfsame
- ﬂMOT|O|\nl Bcd\bt\'(‘l\-c J

’ _'_‘up in Chlcago 'at the convention, although
. © - there was t‘he Petth bridge thing,
’ i ." " there was the ;§elma—Montgomery march, the
- r.i.. . [rames]Mereditn march where black kids had
" . been beaten aﬂi over this country: never
‘_ VS B ' Y
e R I ‘s .. have you heard the cry.and %:great. uproar
PR f;\-i;' ; a over
: il " of v:.olence by pollcemen that you heard in
......... gL & 20
; Chlcagqpand the reasonit ‘@(}there was
o < " because it wasg; white kids out there in the
ek AN L &
wes g “hy park gett:.ng t-here heads beat. think I
§ “ lost maybe a fr:.end- I haven't seen him
gt F, ‘ i : |
X o ot g ~ since but I'm “golng to try because I realize
3 ik 5 / to some degree an error on my part here.
. 4 g “A fellow came down to, the Mississippi section wa
5 'hé?}d at the conventzon one mght.,and we
iy ey, " eha Be it Williams
G4y b s fought and struggled and’ )ust@s,, ,
J , , "-"._:," went back home, and t.hat ‘this damn thing we
y ' ‘had was being ‘held together ‘with chewlng 7.
| A L i ‘cord fato s
~ I LU0 0 gum and -eerk at.rmg yanyway, )/lying all kinds
> L : 5"; N Par'fs :' R T o
4 of pemu I&was Ma.ssissippi delegation at
'-" “ !'- ‘l‘.-r ] "»' \‘ )"

=
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. the convent:.on, & fellcw came down to our
!' ’

D T ey —

_'s‘éct:i.'bn"ar{d 'Bai'd £o me, "You mean you all

’ gomng to 51t here and let them kids up there

R et e L e e

d ,
“in the park get \)}.pped/"z_l iﬂa@ been fightmg

SR this th:.ng for _four yeare,L since 1964, trying

to get in and».‘ ' sa:.d," "What 8 that got to

; 8 H do w:.t'h u "7 « He ‘sa:n.d,' "You know Mississippi
’ ought to lead' & walk“out of this convention%™
. ;;-':-tI Bald "Man/you crazy as hell, we've been
'.-7"““*_?:':5' .+ fighting four' years gett:mg into this damn
§ 'v.:.‘th:.ng /and th15 is the first tJ.me we ever got

~in here(:—)@);qu thlnk we re go:.ng to walk out@
cu+ &\-‘QCCL“
' He said, "Yea ‘but youue. aot o Teseond of "',T.
'T“‘W— Pg[.:- arf_ et thherv e bm-h'\ﬁ kias, C’L
I sa:Ld, Lookr fellow, black }uds have been

\

gett:.ng thelr heads beat all t'hese years, and
[ saui o w,

.
JTED g _;w__'- . you white folks ain t sa:.d nothmgéArf anybody
oy T eade
Pt Sg eﬁa‘%4walk%ut of this convention you
: }ﬁﬁm;;HM e Nod PRl ;
o aiss hite folk o t g e’ thi [( ) becaus |
7 it B3R R e _whi folks 'g¢ lng o (leav is (room)because ?
AT A ‘ I'm go:.ng to stay right here("U So' he finally
L -':'3"-' told me, '@ X.ou know I don t have to taka _
it S50 i ) Tt \

I sa;d,

' that off of you"

{ .
. u know =
H .,. ,' 3 " f A w2 KL “-'A- o gl
"4':’ S
voaar ~ by
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m N ;,1_ who we are do}n t you%we"re the Mississippi

; ) A o i
delegation and €he’chairmang get out'b That

P ocdiiahe . was - cruel ,but it was a reaction subjectivelys,
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7- Serwinars “"‘“"the ‘acts" of dlfficulty when it's the whites -
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- ‘ 'm sorry ‘I responded to h1m so, shall
, g J wihe T womk

- we say,harsh, 8{11: that was (§°godg) “feelingy

-2 \J‘-"ﬂ lIS/

"put_l.‘I still aee amerlca responding really to

that are belng v:.ctimlzed,and still not
- S e b\o-c\LS@

. - sensitive to the questionsx

il |

LI T e

candidacy.

i, e tv h\CsJ V‘"‘»)
O'BRIEN: ' = Were there axiy outsxde(@_s;o_rgﬁoutnde

l::':'5;'1__1413315811391[th‘at t.'he NAACP, that you attended

in those years before the electzon of 1960

0.

- .that might have in aom way or another focused .

i

B o C and

g on the fres;dential c:ampa:n.gn,,~ on the Kennedy

PR N ol
7 .\!...{“; A Y 4

A V! | UL

I can.'t_reca,l'.l_";«‘j-\t th_ie"moment, fcourse) any

Uy

meeting that :would be-tied to the Kennedy

‘-_'""carrpa:.gr@oti’course the NAACP certalnly had 11';‘;9 :

' reglonal and »natlonal meet:.ng@ ot.hera of them. e

b\l(\t 09 lllr!d'o*c O" -I-hu_
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this is a atrange

th-\1| On‘ .

i .ofd“finuum 1. because no other guy in the nation
.::7:'is on both bdandn, NAACP and ‘SCLGybut I £ind
f:absoluteiy no-oonfiict'of 1nterei§\as far as "
”U{my atoitude gnd action-is concerned. Each
'forganlzatlon-sometlmes ddﬁthxngs d;fferentlv

J'but I thxnk one comp%¢ments the other rather

ffthan one 181Wmﬂ¢-to the other.{] I would say

,thougb.that lt ‘'was .in' this kind of context that

ﬁ_the Kennedy.,Nixon image was discussed and

L

SRR %f:debatquand %t was in these kinds of actlvitieg,

PR

not necessarzly programmed around politics,

"“'.;hut polltics belng a part of the general thlng
' by ke g . p .:-. *‘}"? ‘-h.é
iy 530 that & A most of us on the side of Kennedg,
ﬁ:and wdtchinggthe debates on TV and sitting
& up all night and watching the results and

y W ar oo :
f:heing glad as hell'that he Awon.

V

O'BRIEN: iAAs I recallzyoug c1v11 rlghts plank in51960
p : v ) ,('3' i

platforqraa F recall Kennedy also put out

+ s gl 'islaeclfn,c releases on civa.l rig‘hta. and things
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like this, were these thmgs g1Ven to yo%@}u,_, ‘

ey _ contact w:.th regard to this before the

recall’

ok Sitvee

- electlon7 . .
"' o S ! L .; i : W_K "o e
e et ST ' - ‘
ey . HENRY: - I would cem say not as. a document, but -
o AN, wm wadie ......... b op—— ._..._A..-..&., """_"-"': gime b
o ey O g EH ; .
TR T in terme of expreeslng the difference between,
.‘¢- X ,. NS bt/ . - QN& E
L Y, e B ’-:';the two people certalnly Roy,\ Martin and most
Lm of the people who were involved in the ‘
4 fy B 240 : ‘ +heir o
i P i leadershlp of the movement had -’ moments
of proselytlng for the Kennedy-s;de ) and there
¥ :_'Eifl-was .no doubt. about where the black commum.ty
stood in the Kennedy electlon.
; i O BRIEN: s They were optlmJ.st:Lc th(in and followed the
; <. -1.‘71 i ?l"i”-'_-' .' X
i Kennedy ?landz_dacy with some interest?
s wr Bt <
i .._'_.HENRY: f?'___ges. oo ke et ‘
[T Qo'+ Y¥ows S T should oghe dhus |, nowd o ater.,
‘ 0 BRIEN: " There are a number of personalxty th:l.nga
- : ’.f' 0\"006 2 v If"” 5 \J\J-— Mot do 4o+
# v : Cs'i I'd 1like to ask how about S:leer'?’? when
HeuR i < A A
o'e,mem B - 1 S i
o jj did you f:Lrst. meet él'i::\- Sllver__? ,
}IENRY.;. ; Well lets see.:J:Lm left the state in '66, so
T VI guess I must have met Jun somewhere around
: e "':'1"'63 or 4,and of/:otfse he really made the in-
3 HELl _troduction himself of me.‘, }-le showed up at
- o g

|
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the house one ii-n:i.ght-@@ﬁ‘1 he told me who he

K ' ‘was “and what he was doing, and he would itke
w ..;-,,, eiatO establish a, friendship and acquaintance Wi

“+ha ploece, U

: srelatloﬁ') and uwant':d to know if I would

ﬂac-f-* -

be@ rec:1procal. %I was glad to@

: s+rco+ Hawd
ofl:ourse J.t was a one~Way Sstralgh coun® thing.

o

XL .{.w_im_/ Most of ‘the txrnes that I met with Jim and.other

members of the faculty from the University
. .'_"“' " . p‘
e of M:Lss:.ss:.pp1, including JJ.m 8 fam:.ly, 4t‘hey
‘V\Q o \J\SI*“ \'{'\Cf"\o HE‘NF-Y [ YQ;\‘\.

RV TR LY,

FON mal

. ; &
PQxEn m“'\“"%‘““ 3 > Scame to Vlﬂlt mef.-.J\Now although wh:.tes v151t1ng

' “ ‘.{:J.n the homes qf @ blacks. was pretty much the
\ ;thlng that was very much desplsed hy the

AL _':'whlteé\;/p-o{llce latructure of :;;ea/’ll Eu ) I,

: 4 ‘was just always determxned tht my ‘house 1is
‘ mi_r,'?a_and who e.ver wants to come in and &

S want. ‘them ‘in are welcome. There are some
.,.:‘; \__'..’...! VGSVT"'S . .
ikl White! ithat are ‘hard for me to surrender.

i LIRS R TR SR o
; ‘ve€ : ;
ke £ raain By couple of t:.me’; Ihhad to cut my c1v11

Yl o ( ' rlghts and put it. 1n my pocket and walk

: Fik off/ ﬂut I feel d.n:ty and guilty about. it '
Lo y f'dc. dornae a. couple o -\-hwsss
- ever)ltime you do {1t " ,in the last couple of

b e kg
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_years I had to respond in this @LebUt’

' eV
P — e P ).._.!‘ Pl S 25, BT . . g - - =
; 6. -
. ) ‘ ,
5 e 5 : vakO &/

va,
cae

" neverthe 1ess, "Jim would come over at night

' nd talk, t.alk talk,d

- many times after we got to know each other
and he'd alyiays come in somewhere around

'@to @'o clock@;i_nd when several came

R I knew it was {ﬁa‘ all-night SGSSJ.On, )je d sit

ourse, he was

¥4
book toget‘her 'and he was trying

) s JKatld ,-+o§lék. <ol \¢®

getting hJ.s

mm.n

. to f:md out’' as much as he could about the
ves :':.black comuhity) & )Lay with the least amount
of c'langerous exposure. I guesgs) a and there

.. were t:.mes when he wanted to talk to other

g \'

"_-'-blacks@ I would have them up at the house

o kg mownme
i at \g"éqém time and ‘he would talk to them

b there and thie kind of stuff ﬂI remember

the f:.rst night he brought hJ.e 8on over.t’lnmc"' W

‘5 \vcﬁ3J1m, Jr. had :Ea.m.shed Harvart} I bel\eﬁv

“ \

undergraq)and they'd all come over for dinner

i that nlghtr?'ﬁzesell Barrett'and a couple of

other guys,and we sat around and talked. .

Gozng out f.o the car&’you_. say the normal kinds

R ; it
K W = .

- . WA
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- - .
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of things’t:r/ga d, "It wa "glad to have you
¥

guys ‘over, andﬁhope you' enjoyed yoursel{\b
el

/;Land leftC)

§o the next couple of times I

saw Jim he "'sa:Ld,' "Man, I tell you, I f,was@_(_
. more ashamed of my father that night thﬁn

They sa:.d "Sure we ‘had a good tim

e

/

/

I ve ever been :I.n my life" What you talk:.ng

il

about? He :'sa:.d, perhaps you don't
§ =

but when you came outside and said,

Yo d | '

glad to have4you guys ove

remember y

=
r, and 4hope you had

‘a good tlme ') the thing my father was supposed
to have ea:.;k was, Iwhy don t 'you come over and

3 and ‘he didn't say ity ’KI

really was d:.stur‘bed w1th h:.e daddy about not

- Bee us somet:.me

returnzng what he would consider a normal

plat:.tude of courtosy

\.

taught him to do.

kg\hat his father had

So I got 4exp1a1n1ng

oV :
it to hi that it would') areally caused him

it Weuld have 4
more problems than he-—ooui:d solve because

I don t take frxendsh:.p" and’ invitations hghtl@

eil

:Lf J:Lm had Ba:.d. : "Come over and see me sometm

AT Lo S ‘: rd i K 2 b
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; Cew. o 1'd f£ind nyself doing it. {591 still think
TN ‘he took the fz"est oourae because it would
| have been a real rough situation for him.
'-"Q\oxicourse you know what happen‘bon the campus
' durn.ng the rl.ots’ when Jim was trying to get
- ‘in school/ @ Jim was considered prett.y

i, v d vd £z o much gOVernmant 115)‘5011 on the campus and ha

Pt ey i .‘:;‘ 3 had his 'real ‘tough.momenta. 0 @ Jlm

S .has been up i'r"x Notre Dame, heS really tried

* : o - to make up for the yearsky]?e couldn't have

e =am sl § e
i a@%”m relatlons'hlp/that :.t was a
‘ : ,“l.-a C W l
& Bymb:Lot:Lc klnd of thln@and I've been up \ :
'to 5peak for :‘h:Lm I gues?\ three or four

-‘,-.gtzmes.‘: 3 know I m ‘not that damn :mformat:.onal.

; ,;he just 11.ke9 to get me up there and like

" 0

ot 47 MRt I tell him, kI:- ‘know your probl_em ) you got the

MO e respons:.blln.ty &oq' fre me from bOndage. but

I m free:.ng you from your damn gu11t. ,I.'

know what s gozng on. : Lbom%\fﬁar]

BEGIN SIDE I TAPE II ' " S v

by
“q.

: O BRIEN; When dld you first me‘t Martin Luther K:Lng, On.'\ -

" AR S T waM o ave oo
g VR :m somewhere lw associat;on with t'he SCLC?
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 HENRY ¢ .. K Well /I reat';ll.l_‘_{ met Martin through &g&NAACP

» ' " contact tl-iat I had known in Montgomery ~—
o, o G and I th:.r{k this is really one of the untold
KT ey i -—

: .."storles about the Montgomery boycottU
Yoy o T”",: .-‘.,‘_‘ "f.; ,!- e A . 4
a3 ’ “* " think that. was 19f 5. ‘ 4course, Martin would
g gl i 5peak of 11:. . often but somehow historians,
LN 3 ‘.! -A‘ '
V6 3 B e e & N contemporary writers don't ‘seem to deal with
Ml SN Thwere
PR A TR Y - at all. Q@"was a black guy in Montgomery
|, ; (e. 33]

.. . by the name ,0f,Ed Nixon who was a pullman

B U car porty‘»r. hzghly’respective of A.Philfip
‘ £ o : :
T ol ' »7 Randolph. I met A.Philfip Randolph back in .
P Lo L F , i» N
51_--". > - . those _days.: 'through?him. Ed was disturbed
, cont.inuous‘ly about:the bus t'hing in Montgomery.
,“ « g g(You mxght not know/o Brn.en, but at that
) ‘ .; & LLD\ rc.de‘ . .
: © . time when :,:a blackifoadya bus in Montgomeryj
& ‘ “: he got on '\'at 't‘he front and paid his money;
R ‘ he got off the bus and went ‘around to the
Ak s -‘-')_"1_.‘-_ ;_‘ " back door to get Ln,and many txmes the bus
3 ' even took .off whlle he was ma]ung his circle,
o .4'?: '-"‘ 2 ,,‘.‘ i -.... %
. _ B oh ol O e although t.he guy had paid hia fare. 0@
. Sl R AR CeeE ¢ "Gl [oword Qbarvq*"‘i
e e g the reques‘t of Mart:.n, Ed Nixon. Ralph and




" of Montgomery was belng exposed was through

G323

j{-

q

I*
'
the leaders of the movement initially was

not th;s practice even be eliminated,

thegz
5 Twhat [2RRS)
-buoxif)RosaAhad been arrested for not gett;ng

-—

' ug{ 4 Rosa was not a part of,really a civil

. ﬂr rights act;v;st movement.akﬁd had for years

preached and}preached and preached that

' ) .'.‘ . "
.. this bus_th_ibgo,.ge_49ught not put up with

ne : \l“

-g?jit nymore.- .He was one of the few guys who

had enough,shall we say em910yment securlty.}}[

and this is really where I gained a great

LI

i - respect for organlzed laboq through Ed leonj

C_.J

ii_because the only way the uglleat sore{here)

: “?;Ed, ' And ‘Ed felt that he could only do it

?u“fnon l@ g\(e, h\ﬂ

':_because the gmegrum company couldn't g

;“!,;becauae the unlon wouldn 't let it. OqLourae

y

“this gave me‘an across-~the-board image of

labor that hee“not paged out.in all instancesg,

\ f

'fﬁigut agaln it s a first love affair and there-

l/‘ /bf

" fore my gut reactiogQ;I>labor is always P°51t1V°

iy

e 1nstant1Y in what ever progect ut 8 about/

' " \‘:--‘.‘-H_.
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.until I f.md that this is somethlng that T

: ought not to be involved with. There have -

" been ‘labor projects that I have identified
l N ua”

' -‘,".,:.E,'-" -_"_l‘ w:.th and’ 1ater didn't because,the Plumers

Un:xon as you know, that George Meany comes

v o X SE
Lt _' A ' ]1

out of.’ and E saw George the other night and

i s S o i I need to talk to h1m about a couple t.'h:.ngs
EAES Q
= too; aI dldn't know we haj.a problem with e
et 4 :‘:‘ : - AL
: him that we have now. His local oh A

e 'I'hen down ib Ma,esa.sslppi much of the Pombuwgs

W .:‘:,_‘:_-._ ; .'ln';,‘i'-l' N : -_ . . U) \A(Q«\ a"-\. e ¢

------------

‘f: o E mﬁ'have‘s\many of the guys who'ee,

been tr;ed for crimes of violence have come

.k__

: 'outof the labor_movements. So I'm saying,

gy Gt W _ _
. “'certainly l’aboz’s good and bad, ] but my first

L g i ‘impression of labor came to me through

o . Ed Nixo he as I sa;l for at least

£ e ‘.. three or fo_ur years prior to the Montgomery

“ _‘ ){?ycot:t ,was; tne ‘guy that wna puttin.g out
mﬁnibgfaph s‘heets,-' and‘. speaking in churchos}
| ‘and on street cornera, and' calling on
' ? 1 "\-,-':rleverybody vlet'ﬂ not put up with thia.'-l '

ecle




L]

T (el RN

557

.
hY z
It was,Nixon:'that created within Montgomery
"the sentiment of the total population that

i
",

‘port of blossomed at the time that Rosa took

T her stand.&ﬁ‘rankly, it was Ed that encouraged
cp Yeee et -_-:‘.- QCI+@

Rosa M &et up out of heZ@O{ she didn't

o even know Martin at that time. Martin had
Just come to. townd\really,as the/rﬁstor of

' -' the Dexter Ayenue Baptist C’hurch,' ﬂis was
Yottt his first year in Montgomery. Ed called the

-
LAY

ety - night they wére having the meeting: he was
:“'l-‘it." ..._.. v _‘ "
Fdn Sid g - work:.ng w:xth us and we were working for him;
'we had a thing go:.ng between the two of us,.

A cJ\én}he said : could come over because we

TR e TR

3o finally got tlus bus thing on the road,and
i B ok i ‘v he was over &{.‘Lth us when we were fighting

Ly . Y oo e :
J-’ B i o the Emmett T:ill thing..\ge had, shall I

v v hywn o Bay,debts t{gi"\?lg_fél'bwe owed each other because

'
v b ey b
b .

Al o "when"'ever‘ we were 'in'trouble he came,and when
) o 2 ’ he got in trouble we went.css@yhat night

T Rl ‘ they were trying to deczde on who s‘hould ;!

e ey T b
-0 A b " = T LT A
' i du ; : b
‘. ;i Feity ‘
< Sl S TR 6 Soan
T i ;
. . ; - ! A
o T PR " " o L i
i (o ke
i : l
“ A, : { B .~
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3
lead the movement because they first wanted

.~

Ed Nixon. ) Well, Ed felt that the job that

J

he had kept h:Lrn out of town so much and he

B never rea11¥ knew from one day to the next

- . '~ where he would 'be with the Pullman job that
. | ‘-';he had, fhat he felt that he just couldn't

PO ) get ad;usted. We need"’really somebody thatfs
N E N . - e

* "o w0 " here all the timqy@ than they centered their
K B - attention oh. the minister_{; the full-time

: -{__churc‘r)‘q_'.)-/b!ow, in the average Baptist ¢hurch

s in the south, yOu\'-g have a guy who will have

53:% /oo church service at. ‘a church twice a

1

5 ‘ ; Martin. 0We11 then they began to jostle around

4 x ' J rnonth f'he 'Ll be at’ this ‘church one Sunday and

,..“"‘. A that church ‘one Sunday, then back to this
aBT B church and back to that church. Well, the

'.'.: i minister_:}’of the two best—known churces/q—/
a0 ey ‘ - The ‘B_.p+\s.+ was
b 202 st Montgomery)’ﬁas T Ly Wﬁ E:Lrst,,pastored

L "':!-- . .‘
) { oot by Ralph) and Dexter that was pastored by

' e 'to fznd out who was going to 1ead us. m thiﬂ

R i TSl e
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town criais. .You see/the NAACP had been
mw s § A ,_.‘outlawed in Alabama at this particular tirne: '
bk 3t R 4 ‘
) Fod . and there was .no organ:Lzed civ:.l I'.'LghtB

"movement. as such, 'but people were still doing

" the bus:mess of civil rights under various
Vs '
3@ and agencies and this kind of thing.
. . u‘r‘w"'lr‘s’d
.- 80 theycf@h‘p Ralph, that nlghtl\ that s when .

I first met hJ.m too& to lead the movement.
‘So Ralph tooké@,,positlon and said, "Well

Bt U UL e 1 otell you Whdt, there's a young man in town

- ‘ W ; o

feeiiiiag e U that I've groﬁn to love ,E%cnow,_and,lunderstand.
FASE I TR TR G ' . o :

-I think that 'he has real leadership a'bility, e

.'.._-:'.. r

and I think we ought to give him a chance"?_,

\ “._lz said, “I'“tell you, if you go along
- T haenip s with this youq:g man ./L;tin Luther King,who

‘ 1l

g VR TR has just come , znto Dexter Avenue Baptist Church,

I'll stand behind him all the way?. Z:d
« _n:,-_; 5 ."t'he people jought ‘Ralph's pos:.t.ion, if you're
bt ’ go:mg to be there w1th hm@ then they
. g fzgured they_had Ralph too.-(ﬁhis is how
§08-2, : A e i

—

—— L




Yo ki s s

i i el &

s

el e b A Wit

& - ' j gl
. . ~56=

|
] d gy . =1) $

W
HA

el Martin i‘ealiy emerged as the 1eader of the

A 'y
Montgomery ° oycott }Vlovementg@ he had
. already gotten his ﬂoctorspégree from Boston LL
1» 'd blev\*o C(O"-u Lmolojtcaf ;Q-M\V\qrjj
. [_nwersxtﬂ i b ; ){e was a graduate

- llerc]@
‘of Morehouse {vas very well prepared,

*1 Il

P AT ey . ey th ‘

e P i{ real- gem of 1ntellect and@ wonderful
Vg g5 F e g fi \IY\ S o-*-‘hﬁf

e ) S B guy to hav o wh:.c‘h,‘that we could have v
had such a man in my town, 4§he thing that . o8

" most people- don" t seem to know at all, or

L

don't bother to document is the role ofL “

AR f Ed leon, and the fact that this is the guy A

g r x that really created the atmosphere in

fueiﬁugg&;; Montgomery to get r1d of bus segregat;oq/

o e fo;and the redotion that the community immediately

;"f.-:“ '_ responded tb when Rosa refused to get up

‘ g and got put in Jan.l@ Ed was the gquy that

r.on

She & gy P ‘was making the cl—ear-:ng call, and were it

\ ; not for thd' fact that he didn't have the time
] ,_L._: 2 i ._ at home to be the leader of the movement, it .
N : A e a \_". l‘._.. -Og coufsq_li Caw'+ -Q-C(ﬂ'li‘_ T3 Ab._.'\’ v
X R might have .‘peen that the great talent of | n\\ﬂh* yav.
o ‘;= v

L ;
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Mart:l.n, the great contribution that he'd made

. would |probably~ h ave\ not come about.

5 I imagzne that there areamillona of people-
. :"‘ {.in this world ;ho have the potent;al of
.””V" rglmaklng a great;contributxon/who never get
B "‘]*i ‘the opportun.xty to do it.

O‘BRIEN: -rWEll, how about organized labor in Misslsaippi
; "fg}; in your relat:bneth with the NAACP, have you J
QZf ‘dfifkﬁ had much coope;atzoe;)s;e you have much
g 'h‘_'".i.“' ‘ § +\e.s
.,‘,"' o cooperat}en: _".P:'?g.the du;:ing the Kennedy
4 . years? *"j‘5§ ;{ A e

HENRY:II ) Yés.‘ In terms.of the leadership of the labor
.: ;;éf . movement , yes, ﬁht in terms of the rankQ:§L4_
: 1h;ij?" file, no. fiﬁéxi you have a union that's

predomlnaﬁly black there is the affinlty

~with the the c1vil rzghta struggle. But

'r" where you've got a union that 8 predominatgy

'4-

; 'f whzte,;t s jus? as 11kly to be a nucrocosm

«"f:?of the community that,it s in; J“Bt Aa. reflection

v
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f.- i “* " O'BRIEN: .. Did thef e?ér makevcontaét,or did statewide

1 et leadership .Eeve'r make contact with the NAACP?

* o HENRY: i-'f" Yes. Carl‘Brown and I are good personal friends.
T e e e “1 -'.' . [fh‘,'u .np(}t,?

N ey "' Carl Brown Mho is,president of the AFL-CIO

s VR e B S
4 il X ,.l,.

iy 8 el -
. ,f3'.TTK ‘(* [bmerlcan Eederat;on of Labor and Congress ¢a
*“’i f' U Industr;al Organlzatlonqjt ﬁg've been tight

Lad it since 19593—5{(‘: in th:l.s aregpang he him-
: __aelf has always taken ‘the right position on

b : -

~the quest:.ons of the problems of rac:.srn,owell,

N ~ naturally On e?nploymenb but.Jc?.otal Spectruvin 7
‘ @J;me 's not really been able to bring into |
S i e T . ¥
7" ’ = any kind of real act:.on/&:rogram the unzon_
o %w ,L &  movement . ,“You see /Carl has a peculiar kind

of relat:.onship, " 4 guess in that he seem:mgly

L
ki
p
[

. - is fmanced by the )\Yatzonal AFL-CIO because
'~ "t.he 1oca1 ;Ls not able to take care of himo
Y ,‘ /ust like w:.th C‘harl‘ey ENers, his salary is

m O CUrSu,

A ,- | » paid by the )lé:lonal/Off:Lce (because,> he does

; ~ '
' A e e e By B work for tllae state. Q@E:T‘JTI‘Eunlike

IR o Charle?. carl hae the Frdilen of getilng
) VYRR Ay Tt
;1’: it ’-?: = - .i':‘
T- i ‘:'TJ;' ' . '! ;
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5 ; o elected,l d‘) thlB eort of balances him off
a little bit whlch means that there are somea—
th:mgs that :m his heart? he wants to do

L :_= t.ha.t he just can't d?,]\;\ ofﬁourse Carl's a

& L typ:.cal labo+an / )d:m kncw sometimes he

% feela it a:l.n't been said until he said 1t/

4 . and 1t ain't .c?one until he done it.
M .he knocks my }:-xead off and I knock his ciff,
‘ back and fourth because I m pretty, shall I
‘say, forward myself and I have a lot of

ego and th:.nk I know all the answeraoand

vt 80 we sort of knock each other down every

\;,, b ,. gt A » 'l'
B ... now and then ‘with this kind of confrontationc.p
-.;_.“Q'BRIEN:_"T‘V Was he gett:.ng much presaure from the’

' nat:Lonal uniOns to work with you during

the Kennedy years?

I‘ 4 " ;2 : r: iy =l "‘:‘.l‘
. HENRY: ... Yes. , : _'F # i

l ey

i .;-‘,__O'_BRI_EN:_- D.'Ld you get a,ny .msa.g'ht into the people who

i N
seTiag w an T g

were d.u:ectmg this? was 11‘- Meany, Pe°P1°

A 1
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o
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HENRY:. - Weli yno. I éon't think Meany, I think more

o sl s Walter Reuthé:r, although George Meany was the

“head of the mOVement. Frankly it's been

my good fortune in the last five or six

re

‘ 3'; years to have a close:'up relationship with
WO T frwd Abel gos2?
' . WL them, AfAverell) andﬁhu‘ Jlennlngsv you

i R R Py know,pretty much the establishment labor

’ ~ . .' .‘structure and have no hesltan/éﬂ)out raising
B ._any issues with them that I think are pertinent.
: r M "'"_<_"Ihat s what. ‘I was tell:.ng you about. ‘I saw
= § ll.‘::George the other n:.ght at the A.Ph:l.lﬁro/

= ;= =T've oct a kulichivn In Sz, to LI
e et el L Randolph dmner and George was one of the|"* Wou
R S s, 2 A } ol é*f .:10 O{P “L\QS"
: T, el R ¢ wo<g
--'-‘...3 1 -'._---,' Wl speakers/ andl o}V, he sa1d4the r:.ght thln _S,k Qg. < :'

RN o v w5 G"\d we o,
A i . '_ A, Randolph and George have had their cutds kwdris

o ;" . ! . ’ . .-. cu+w‘3$ e ’f/ \ar-kJ Lor
L, @down)’and they ve had their knock%utus ,£00\ N -

okl 5 ; ﬁ{I remember ox:ne ‘nlght we were in a meeting and

iy ‘ . George asked A.Phil e, "who ‘the hell would

: ‘ ’ 'have knom that you were the spokesman for the
| black communlt 1" 6%11 came back with his

g s A favo_r:s.te'_ spa,t.ement_" and said, "I might not speak
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"~ for all.ofﬁ:. themlbutjl/speak for a damn sight
;-

more than "you do. IE" s been my privilege to have
S e——— ConSarevcoe g oi labee G5 oo S poalids

E . appeared at"var:.ous activitiea"'l 11 say for_Sor 4
LR - ;he last, maybe ten yearaoand take a 1ot
- ‘-'_ of .“-. -. .‘?_T: : & .
;-“-“TO'BRIENz‘-.--'--_f.I'his is --in’?—.--_Mi_ssissippi?
. HENRY.( hfell, in M.issis..sippi iand out, more out than
, 4 +J.nl ran]éib you go speaking to your steel

.‘"f'j_' " workers ﬁ:_r municipaI employees:)I-U,E Etnt.er- 3 Je
> ‘-: ,n"'l' M } L’ o(

TN national Union ‘of Electrical Radio and Machine]:

Jack Conwayg}‘ IUD [Industnal Union Department&)_

i 5-'_1:;.; .of the AFL—C]J and it's been mostly a good

fe tdy 2wt ; ,r,;«.‘" ¥ ..-"

relat:.onsh_:.p with a bunch of great guys,

'_'_'particulaily nationwide_but as far as Mississippi

mr 48 concerned, and the'.guys who are involved
“Uin labor,/?:—;’ would say you probably have,in
 terms of leadership,maybe around @°guys that
are white ® that you can count on. | .
L Y

e

‘o' BRIEN: - How about other wh:.te liberal groupa like +ha
,“DQQQmamo"\ LAas»m, dire A'nan B‘(l-}h/

ﬂ '\" 3 did they have any activ:.t.:.es

“ ""'5t'. ;;"h ' in MIBB:LBB:LPPJ.? s 8
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S ’
“Well )/ ‘ heiD there but" certamly the Jew:.sh

:HENRY:;;'

; populata.on knows that once they get their »

“t.\’\c"_l re.
foot off our necks! that t—he'tr probahly

nExt. It 5 a matter of personal surv.wal s

! . \

,’&‘hey just don't get. involved. We happen

‘

% -to be very _unfortunate in Clarksdale! to have

e iy ra Rabbi who - .‘LE pretty much considered the

¢ Mgl g

N

"*HENRY:

% ‘,‘« l"-f

R Y

\v‘- i

1 leader of the conservat:.ve movement Eher P>)

" community ,but ‘we got it. . ,. don e
' fiao'Baxsn-?’ |
TS )
2 :
! NOo I've got Rabbn. Schultz._..' Yes, Clarksdale.

&
3 P

17

ol L area(d

l-

h and this is h.ighly unusual in the Jewish

‘Jackson has Rabb:. E;enjanun] Schult;'?

: -2 e' Nussenur
.Jackson has .. .7 = 4, 7 7 but I ve got’
¥

" Rabbi Schultz ' bapyff I've got Rabbi Schultz

/

to deal with..
_"T:\"' Hou mean,

IC‘\@‘-\)Q,\\ I )-.-
) O'BRIEN- .ﬂWhat's the @’,@tructure in a sense

-

‘of the civil r:l.ghts movement in 1961, "62?

| | \ R
’ﬂ'\@- @ESS N;;tructure/-i/'s basically you, @

s : : Ou v e
Medgar Evers, gett:.ng cooperation out -




oy oera\-aa

e e el -'--'~-the NAACP n SC 1the NAACP CORE

..y_{.

= SElee B SSerTs

" HENRY:  You're talking‘ in the 1961 and 2{;11'1'9

) talk:mg about a real good relatlonshlp
,t O\nd
"' 7 Dbetween Y notz only the NAACP imlabor but
x. _\ ‘- : ;i3 v, O\.d
; you 're tallgmg about - the NAACP 4p SNCC‘:J_‘

B T O S .‘;.4.,...._.

[Student Non—vlo].ent Coordmatzng Comm:.t.tee)
avd J.,V-\n Sauid-aers ThRcictia an.“-ly- - b P oonc o
Q Q

'nd
r_ongress of Racial Equal:.ty) we
y > a8, _ amalgamation
s : forme 4 “an }_..:-._ “ of the orgam.zat:l.ons in

1964 called the Counc:Ll of Federated Organ-

R ' izatlons wh:Lch was a comb:mmg of the forcea

. . By
il 14 ; " - R

of all fourl\ grqups._

.;1:_0"BRIE':N :_,_ D:.d this group have a meeting w:.th Barnett

: One time? I‘ iy i A
HENR'Y;”; ‘Yes. ezt e 1 1
! O'BRIEN:: When was that/eboutﬁ/?/' a
HENRY. t - The qr‘o‘met wn.th Barnettcl\when_ever he went
-'1\‘ wot B — —yHOVRY

.. into office for the first timej) '59. You
SR ,‘ Lyot Sor) censovey (dail, 4o dhwngs have A
T, 3-1‘..;. see, we d:.da‘thls,for two reasonsythe M.“'@

5

: 'orig:l.nal organ:.zatlon of C,,E‘O was an amalgamat:.on

h

oy | of churc‘n,‘ciy:._; ':::}gl-‘xte, soc_ial,_civ:.c cluba/

4., .
‘ ]
e Sl " .
s ) e i
’ 4 = [
n_.‘ il
. o el -~
. '
. o
W . '
it 1
. . o
Vi
3 &
. [y
T
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_that we knew(thal) it would be difficult

t o8 . | .
©«: ... - . for any of 'the civil rights organizations

1 ;
¥ and people to get ir‘lto nd see Barnett.
i ‘.-1‘ fA _ nps, l u : Tl
%, an SO ' "‘.’._- '}: ... If you say, I want to come from CORE/.'!(.
o U T . | e
: ( .. »¢"want to come from NAACPP the urban league,
gy KR N e ¥ :
. R o g Fa any of this !-;o you mash your movement and
‘:v .}, FAA 'y ._..‘.' a V‘\\(L'\q
i - you wr:.te hm a letter from CSFO, E' mething
. Aol 301 he § never :h,eard of ; h:LE can't be all
i X ; . I ‘I‘- } v
., .27 "bad,because’it.ain't on the list. So 'he'c!
Tl e ;” sod L w g \
et A i g ga@: "ok you guy s ,come on’f, \So in walked - .
» ( 1 . ' sg.\g_,\\r\’\ e
M e the same guy*’q':d was _:.usb A Wanted to meet
s T "7"1"'. ' f_h.c-u Yreed!
;?l",{‘—_._ the devi @. thzs was the way we got in to
5 \ see Barnett-, @)through this kmd of maneuvening;
el 2 i e
i R At ﬂ Well the cdunc:Ll ‘remained a paper orgam.zation
: : P j";' ' _."-‘largely from 159 unt:.l we pulled off the:
e : j' i":‘.long-hot—smmner; prog'ram in '64. @here
iy Soneele U agadny although there were many smaller
-,. PRy A,_::‘J'._;:.. £ j“. .'~""".-_:"‘: - FO 3
s b W grasans oh ,ﬂorganizat:.dns :Ldent:Lny.ng with the,\movement -y
£ ez oA ../'t‘he big four in :-.t were .the four major c.w:.l-
. i r:.ghts groups. ; It was here that we brought




IVNAACP
i ' -l state .H .l. i

o +fj - from CORE,:".

o

| - - Y

T e

 for the long-f-hot—sumner program, I think
i )

- i _ -
that this is?'one of the physiological metamorphosds

of our time; that community has: never been I would

B E""*“_“3,C:l"aangec'i more by perhaps the smgle kind of

i g0 T 'ac1_:3that-jus§. lasted_three monthe?'than did,

eyt

| ey the summex p:rog‘ram of 1964. ",’.e
L were pretty much the model of the nat:.on

:..n terms of 'I:he orgam.zat:.ons working

,' "'

E Ry 'l .-_:-'-'
- 2 L] N

e tOgether ,

g o were CORE you couldn t -eit down with-the

,and th:Ls jazz. It Just 80 happerﬁ)that

R the guys who were there in Miss;ssippi ,who

= ,‘”were the 1ea§1ers of the var:.ous groups in the

N

‘.O'rBRIEN_z"" Who were they at that time?
¥ - ’ [Rebart Toees].

HENRY : ';-_":-" We had,Bob Mosé‘b‘s from SNCC, we had Dave Dennis

e O a)
“i"\ noor from SCLC,and me and

“HolbAll. AN Charleykfrom the NAACP. 'We"me all good
’ ""?'-‘-:_:':;fr:.ends anyway,and all of us belonged to

-“"""'everything. i We all beion&’ to CORE; w weall




S ¢ . |
. . “?_

. S . . &
belond" to NA."ACP/‘ we all belong“to SNCCp) in

B " - other words /w'hat ever wae going on /ngody
S was to°conce§_rned about who
because usually it was a bullet at the end .
R 'T\-.u(q was wobodu osut =M-cea u)&dinacx
: (of_it. AThis' is s _1s pretty muc‘h the he comikedy of
\.Q °‘°-\1 “'T'k\q ‘-,. AR H::::S_J \qu Maus .

I i3 ., By ﬁ@ 3t wa'sn Tt situation where anybody

B il b i i L R c) Om-'\‘g\r\hr’

‘f~_\ was col—laborat;m; to cla:un credit for hav:mg

get the credit,

g By e R T challenged t‘he establlshment/but st111 the

establzshment had to be challenged. .

, \.‘ SR &’ ?{course /who_,_ever the establ:.s'hment bla&@ed,

—

- QII C]ﬁlght buti‘ you don't call up thefgerson pr‘css
,and saylr,
'_f_'out you' aid ‘,11:1 and write it };kt’bj;b'nke

I’ ve just done t.hls.“ If they find

W f now w\-\-h your press releaseq_bwhat you going
3-"-'-" f' “hlto do. @ in thoae days it was always what
e Ju, L e g e '-".'.':'!'.. - -‘_"_“V_I-l.l;;‘ b T '.I 2
e E Tt e PR A .-',i-_‘g-*, had been done. It was after the fact ,rather
S than before, ‘like now r;‘uch of it is before
R '-.5 ' Anc +he | d
: “io v the fact.qﬁg sviotven  responded to us
B e very well.. » Egcm had an idealism

w:Lth:.n the young people in SNCSL that

l-. e

PR caused us a litt.le bit. of a problem. @To %\\N— ( T
\iou 'rqq\\si uJ\-or’r :E ™ Gu.k\\.\wg ,wm

o e ;
i \
=L _-’ :.
T
. T h
by
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|
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-!

T {1

; qr

decided that the central committee of CFO

would be made up of the staff personqgof all

the organlzatj.ons that were involved. So

C

o . : e
' what happen ) ,SNCC would hire kids @’for

: ten dollars a’ week and if they spent one

\..

hundred dollars they had ten guys on the
"Cv\ﬁ Ao o0 L

. staff and this was’ UO”""‘”& 5""’“ .« It got to

L a po:mt \where SNCC was pretty much cal \;13- most of

Lo .o mm\e

o Vs

TR : ' 0 -
WL -thq, shot;.;./ J.n,‘movement, in the CFO .

M

s:.tuation. Z§('Ihere was, some dlfference in

N

our approach to problems, partloularly within -

NAACPO our. phJ;lOSOp J was ; and the state

board support;zd th;.s[ At.hat you need to know

' ~ how you're going to come out before you get

PR

; “in it)and if you're going to do a marchj !if

7

]
it

".you're going t.'o do a boycott or ‘sit-in ,wWhat—

-. ever’ .'L‘I'. 15, have a plan for the outcome as

: well as fpr the :.ngorng. @@ the kids

from SNCC were 1ess mc.um\oer@-d than many of

the older peogle :Ln other organ;zat;ons !

o,
-,

.
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' @ they couJ,d afford to not worry about how

" .-j‘. ou Wnew,
they were go:.ng to.come out "We lget in and
e ‘i‘ thﬂph worry about that\than. @ this got us
4:' into several ,very d:x.fflcult financial situ-
’ ‘:‘:'f ations where you'd have a jail=-in of two
) : £e3 or three hunc;"réd people over an item that
i g » i thel NAACP woxlﬁld consider uni.mpou.‘tan'l‘ebut
the NAACP wa? the only orgam.zat:.on functionmy
,- 4 ‘that had any'rmoney /and it was our respons:.bz.lity
ek ‘to put up the bail, we became the
' e ...'u:‘i‘é.-fmanqers w::.thout voice ;n what was being
o e : dontg_:h:.s is just a part. of the syndrome
£ ARSI Ry b ‘. - Qo\aq\es
SN v . .,j-_rof work:mg w:Lth dlfferent Elt'_:;ht‘ hour'\‘and ‘
‘ d:.fferent phlloaopw.; . a§Bu’t-. the 1964 smnmer.":':-.
- ; J , ""'\“:pro;;eqt_., I. ti;ipk,was-an outstanding success |
. : ‘ ‘i spii:e of: tz‘qe fact that you had these
'."._'-_.personalit'ief;;"t.o contend with. ’*E'l""g_:ince
. '64', it has }‘been largelylthe NAACP as a ;')cal
-: g po:mt of t'he“ movement in the state with )
‘ i ; £ the combmed elements of SNCC ) well wit'h
i
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those persons ‘who felt that ‘they - just

. [
LR T S S, 4
it R R couldn't come"wzt‘h ‘the NMCP/’}fsually

1dent1fy1ng w;th w’hat was known as the

L i R R '1-'-'15-

\ Freedom’Dz .-(.((n‘hc PartY Whlch challenged the

: -.4',
4 . _l 1 : democratlc co*nventlon in Atlantic City in
;‘:‘ ?- 1964/ ;{1-.111 'ma:.nt.ammg a C:LV.‘I.l rlghts kmd
'f—:.x :" of mage as a poss:.ble action front butr-’&”
i L the nat:.on) I guess,‘ particularly
, ‘ : e S ' the white con;nunlty usually wants to be able
’ : " to J.dent:l.fy la": 1eader in the black commun:.ty@

. “but, they don't real:.ze/.u/vhn.te folks ain't
e da i s, L - got no 1eader-j;;"s/o;rn't got no leader;”

'”@fﬁ b Q:w Iﬁnhonqg Tl ?
o © o dtatians. no ethnic group actually has

any one guy speaklng for them. 'And there
i Forkox: ain't no black leaders@ I guess Booker T.

H " ¥ Washington in. }us time probably k_n‘fb,‘thls

image into mqt:..on / and most white guys Btlll

v :r;,t'hn.nk that tl'}ere is such a th:Lng as a black

E : i i 1eader/ ';l_’<1_e ‘black leader :.s what I mean@
‘ : but many guya are 1nvolqu in c\‘\':) &ems\onmk\u§
: Rt o ' & N i, 7R ._ s i, g8 2 e .
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‘”O'BRiEN{T.IWelllgettlng back to that po;nt in partlcular,
‘“ng'liwas ther&any pressure@jé; at least encourage=-
- ment ‘on the. pa.:;t of e;ther&)l(ennedy

; Admlnlstratlon‘peolale, .individuals,
i g Pheplile | SR, fn o B , : ; o
. ' . - .. . . .Justice Department people, for a coalitionof
ot el 4 ( P 2 P ng coali ' :
'interest to come together? =
! . " e

" HENRY: "“f::‘.ers.' '.Henkl v}e had the 'encouragement from N :
both the Kennedy’m Bobby « o o ' " E

"O'BRIEN:'._‘s-- When did this begm?
CHENRY: . . ‘ede .

iy . N, ' - ‘ ;
h ,O'BRIEN- 3 Do you. remembex any partlcular contacts Q{/
oy E with any J.ndlviduals e & . o |
i o L fak

: .."-"'HTENRY: B ﬂ\ Lcuynnicw\ was pretty much the gu#agam!

T PR Y TP

- f.
.. enters the plcture and it was him that was
i -more involved :Ln help:mg to get this thing
| : together than .':my of us could have done in P
H A our home., He v:zas pretty much used as the ;
: - . v £ s ‘
_ e B _." '/ liason betweenélfthe'Kennedy establishment ,as

: = © '~ -well as the White liberal establishment,and
NPy BReR : -et{t ;
s rlerise s - the forces :-.n state to .see. :Lf such a project \oag

T r—

}would work“b‘e‘i?e atarted to put th:l.s thing Y. o F




O'BRIEN:

HENRY:

O'BRIEN::
HENRY: |

TO'BRIEN:; g

-;O'BRIENz'

'HENRY{“Q:

am e oy v

'HENRY: -

n_; ) . ” !P
;o 2 P g -]/1/—

v
together in _'62.
. aAnd Al wac 11‘wolved'ffrom'that point on?

]

-‘Yes. v ." h ' e ‘T- LA

.An one else? A
Robert Mos§e .?i : ‘
ﬁ.( .r.

But anyone from the' Kennedy ataff the'White'

House staff?
No. Not v:.s:Lbly, not vxs;bly.

How about mv:.slbly’ I mean . "._.A_'..

Well as I sa:ud; I don't know. * If so they

\‘ : 1 : were “hot in touch with me or I did not -
1dent1fy them as Kennedy staff. 41 became
2 J _ l ‘more in touch WIth ‘the Kennedy?s/‘:;’ter ‘

). Medgar was k111ed June 12, 1963. You
a: remember we buz_‘_;.ed Medgar at_-Arl:mgton aJ"xd-
| _';.AAA.'Jo].m"' Fit'zgeral'd:.wae le'est;ident at that time.
o ('A'nd oftourse) he opened up the White House
s Tove Lo e
‘ to usl A There ain't,‘many black folks spent
B R Ay ‘;:_-"lf\':;'the night in the White House. There was’
’. - ?-me and Charles, H:Srhe. and all the kids, who
;were the guests of the Pres;derf.(@

T',%? . A . £

P T O PRy
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1

“while we were ther%‘\'until we were ready to
"

leave. . 1'
- O'BRIEN: . “You remember areything about the contacts
. you made with the Kennedy staff or with i
TR B Pres:.dent Kennedy? -

N iHENRY:. 7" Well, Ghere wa's lT’heod ore C,) Sorensen
' was there. "yoo }cnow, Bobby was the W ™w.. .

A : J Kat
‘ ttorney general at the tlmc;hKa zenbagl;s ,
CLRUIo : i 3
.on & Lhe fstaff. :'-.hn Dodr was also 5
SR i e S : ‘ § 1
B Sedd T Bt i il . :
Sy, B o e :Ln the p:.cture’ It was largely, what are 4

-you domg and what methods are you using to : %

v 5 [ '
__~ wbrk on th;.s problem or that ,problem'? And'the

i .t.(&du“'lhu I/

! e ' :
'gnythlng we can do for . f

v Tk R you let me know.' I think that that's one

Nt "..’ :"‘1“- ; h }u ) . o - | ‘
; ol -._slogan the}z\'ll never forget'because' we ' ]
-.. .r,l . f‘ l ' :
o ¥e -5 v really let them know ‘é t:Lme if/we had

.

4 someth:mg we wanted ‘them to -do. Cﬂ John F:Ltzgerald
::"was ava:.lable to us on call, collect. ‘This

1 is one- of the thmgs that really, I guess,
frf i d ?bbo:s \v,+0 \"\O"f woatk e
; got‘ T e with the southern

"

L T T T T

PR
.-

.. element;ypecause telephone oPerators are
e ' ;l r‘ A .}‘;- : - .
| | N J‘_ “:.'1--‘4 . . |
D - i
- Vbt ! ".\. .
- AL
| ke
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not thel best ee_cret keepers in the worlg you.
}cnow;' And wheh you pick up a telephone down
here in Charleston, MlSSlSBle.‘L, ‘calling the
Wh:.te House c:)llect, and the guy saﬁ, "ths@"p
talkmgml, }\nd you tell him who you want -

“to speak to and he says, “Yes I'11 take J.t‘-/)

7(\\3 (eu\\\ﬂ = ¥3) (.10(,.'V\L$ /_,—.Jx
il o /'l‘he word got aroundL and ofcourse ;}us kind

of f‘appoﬁ cu\yo. relat:.onsh:.p, I m sure had a

lot of o\me\\orq‘kl'mc\effects on a lot of people. i w
' '..I'_{-I'“Vi\\. T Ao oy ‘Cﬁ' heene
é’l recall bemg arrested ‘one m.ght and the:

T4 a

#hlef of ?olrce wouldn t tell the family

s where they: were tak:.ng me. After getting

“7 N down O the ja11 inﬁ@‘and being carried
i B BN '
}."'!'.fs_ to the jall in the next county; Bolivar County
i ;.I Uj'n‘ ° /
"' Bob Drew,aga J\the quy whose been with us,

, ' 0{\6 .

stood by me all t'he way John Melcher, Vera Pn ce

Y_"&nme ::3\ oA ru'-e'c nrc\ ﬁ /
>

it EEiggY. Jenny RafOQ’ H Y. Hackett, .

T and numexous- others that I can't think of at

o this pon.nt. . Charles Strmger?came on

~down to the éa:.l to see. what the problem was. o




O

& ‘ , /B/"'l“l

' ?\ ! ; - i ¢
- I know that thoy were very much dlsturb/

oo

they were as much disturb"sas I was scared.

Because ‘ae I say, when we walked out of the
: Yop : :
jail, the guy.’wraped a chain around my
74 } Z N C\ (Kl

body and 1ocked it. B Just knﬂw(& [aying ,

- ' up 1n a river: somewhere on.a railroad track,
ﬂc
“on the, sn.de of t'he road. @ they would tell

. ———‘—"ﬁ——-—..

8" ';-*_._'_- O?-.hem wouldn t 'tel)anybody where they were

%4 ? me - 1~ _ :
" ta klng{)thém.;.r %ew called Bobby! and \

told h1rn what ~appeared to be the sn.tuatlon.

J

C\oliobby called the sher:.ff of my county and

.wih- "‘the sheriff of the jjoining °°“ntY/B°1lvar o
.:".:'- : " e U\\sdet‘s\oo& SR

County/ and toid h:un} that u_ﬁaying,
L\ o Aaren o olceas §:0c3' and ‘
i l'l‘.hez:e and was resfln_gj Aa‘hai}"_you @ouldin’y wons -+

, ': . identify. where you got hm%I just want

(

to let . you know that the Un:Lted States
l cj——
g Department ochustJ.ce is holding both of
you respons:tble for: hls safety." I'll always e
~credit that call to the fact tha.t I'm al:.ve

H, today, because you just don't, 1'd say, have

’u .
these k:.nds of act:l.ons taken agamst you :




ey mme m aime \3:" . 2o Y -loo

s . SN
- unless the guy. really planfd on doing some=

 thing W:Lth yo& ‘*XThe whole thing got to be

Fresk ) .

a comedy s:.tuet.lon'. 4 Jt was on a Saturday

afternoon‘ and: I'd been home, 2 guess I got
\l:A r;’ .

~ home something""like @“o‘clock.' Prior

\

.7 .- to that/we'd had a boycott of the town. .It

E-.‘ Q.] Civcai d

.. came about over Mayor, . denying the

‘ -"'black 'kids the right to march in the

Q-\-|0l+g

' Ch&f}stmas f(arade, the E—‘E'v"ﬁy"parade. 'I'h:.s -

has been golng on s:mce I was a k:.d'._y(e :

o SRy

;;'_,‘_,'-_'usuallypwhe last band in :Lt, he hell we
“".'.-w_a_s -in J.t. But chmd\ came boseing 'ms

: way?/we ‘re not.goa.ng to have th.xe no rnore.”‘ Ok'nj :
. So the merchadtév_\where the parade would " |

.' be held we | felt had let us dewn/ ){ecauee

LI

.- as you know the)«téyor really doesn't run the

- c:.ty. 'I'he city s run by the z{-namber of
\ fx Mfm*'\ﬂ'\'\ﬁﬂ [In'ta,(hq\'IM\

z’ommerce gmdi t'he L wnnm,,‘t\w. Koka < 4

i L the jﬁchanged"?lubs, the ;Z/untry pfubs, and

: the p{nks-' these are the people who make

.,\'
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~the dec:.s:l.orf,the ayor go'ﬁby. because these
are the people who electeg) hlm, So we gt
boycotted the whole town because this was
_our only response. é('rhe )éyor shrewd "enough

is a manufacturer of‘nead bcp\": ‘mu%e, 5 that

starth cars up .in North and South Dakota.
lart Ahet Mice s Some bo 4o 70 '

He has :i&nt,_ high F g people,

}(nd we couldn t do much to “him because
(\’ »™ '1 ’ -

‘we go_i.'ng £6>buy them head bo [t hea‘k’ s, rokhow,

=S o (‘Wmodu-‘-t} we dont+ use.
S

. because it' s ome ou I -

So he's pretty much what youri call an absentee:

landlord. \&(We boycotted the whole towzb@%,

the county attorney called me down to his

V'l:'_, offlce and told me, "I understand you've
y : been gettlng up@ mak:.ng speeches about
boycott‘“[_, He sa:.d, "Don t you know‘?t_}
that s aga:x.nst* the la v 7 i sa:.d, "Well
. :.f it is, that‘s too bad, I: just feel l:.ke
£5 I 've got a ra.ght to do :.tQ, He saxd, "You
: (\D") - i
a:m t go:.ng to‘ stoP 1t“"12 1 'said, "Nd")y
i % | F " APATS c
' / ‘ : } A f :

-3
L p -

/ Who daternwne who

e g




-
~ So he had t}]e chief of police waiting en‘bha

vl S ‘ } |
et T _°1other) side Qf. th& room and he called him out

l'

'“and sald “Come on and take this nigger to

- I‘.- ‘.

iYail, he aln 't going to act rlght‘bg@ he hod

¢ called me and asked me to come by his offzce

e =

that morn:mg! on my way to the store,so we

..could talk about. its.. I .said, "O]q.% "_Idv’

\F L come b
, aboutA abOu  and
o

T we'll talk about m half4hour/and

(v 7\\
[_can_get to“the stor;@ oPenz at 9!

See wa opehr 2% § o'clecil..

2 @.Ehtff Soahe didn' t tell me he, was go:.ng to

©.put me in Jail@ 3’ S0 the: chief of pol:.ce

- —
P -__-.‘

b B B carried me to jall: instead o uszng it in

$.
the way that’ he prom:.sed. Well,that was ok,“(ﬁe

“’@ ;he boycott kept go:.ngpb the?}‘m e A _\o~\\

vt VT Con~a \,L.P

(had come outfor tr:.al, the trial was a long

'cx/ Foanioo

time coming. A he thlng I was getting to was,

e on this par't:?cular Saturday evenlng: we
.,;"had a sess:.on down at ‘a friend of :m.nes John

Melcher‘s who operate;{ Delta :BW'\Q\ which
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' is a funeral: home not far from the store.

b -

; ‘ ~ _Next time you get through there you'll see
:Ga\:a) o 1 +h...,,.1 T vemawenr L, 4he £uneral 3‘)("“(‘_». HenR Y.
. all thzs.jﬁjg they were tlreﬁ o some degree

] -

; of the preseures that it really takes to

ﬂ | :‘« . keep a boycott g01ng/ ‘@ the hanU;lls
I “ld B you 've got to put c>ut'.,i 1:. e speeches you've

B dedkF
; got to make, You {neveb know/ Athe white

l

4 by o e

i f e R o By W, guys had any :Ldea, how much energy it takes
; : 2

a0 “_ . _'._ . F}
g s to keep theee thlngs go:mg, they d give us
: ‘a break/ ,Bft:t they really keep the civil
> ‘ { r:.ghts movement alive. :)."he white community
{ - Cenitar adter w il L 4 Tyl
3 e P ﬁl@ﬁnove bfick and stop J.tofﬂo_gosx.txom
TR e T ,._{_.._ \f : Q’_. e o~ [_‘0 c n-C‘ |
v, o SR M S, black folks muld get just. as ood places>—"—"

i o Fon B iy R BT e . : W

8 s ‘as white people and ,things would be over.

;o e, Every‘tlme there is, an act:.on by the whites

/ ~, &
there's a reactlon by the blacks. ‘tsld we “weS

) lf 0 o
argu€d)® and I dn.dn t see where we,nearly

; : accomplished @j goa]c;)_aand what was happening, _
i ¥ i |
many of the'guys who were leaders in the
} - movement of' the boycott were personal friends
} N : "j ‘.: .

|
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of some of the guys dom;m and many of

; e 2 \5
them/] we put some Ewelvo’to fifteep’stores
ou '):-é ég

out of business. wper cent of the

Y I

qa T

e < 2

countiy 15 black] bcut half, I guess, of

‘the trading area / is black. They were

'r

""'trying "to"'sh‘ow me the' place where maybe

-it's time to call it off,and we argued

ﬂv-.d,"f{b no NO, nes So anygudl,
.a couple hours. j‘hey real:.zed that ;the

\..x-uhl

: majorlty« vote% keep the boycott going,

T
}‘hat. I hada ‘votes to‘ do 15Las far as the

members of the branch were concerned because

we really hqdn 4 succeeded in accomplishing
':' M "t‘"”’\ 2.

_— mssxon-  Andf no need in B#QPPlngj._ :

. ou rc.»
b ¥ if Ago:mg to stop before you get your

po:.nt accompl:n.shed dS/So I left the store

Al

something l:.%c%z q 'clock and we argued
L ;

Y : '. till abouthélve—thirﬁa’ and I went on home.

. The other pharmac:.st :Ln the storg(dat that

time we were staylngi I belgive, until Ewelve™

o'cleck ! :
at night. _.'I‘,‘hms was ldurn.ng the. era cf '6l,

e § )

R R SR S
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o , -)ﬁff— fos”

. '62. This wa:s during the era when we had

many more people living on the farm than

b
s

we do now/ )4;ore people downtown on Saturday

nights / }(nd '*}ou stayed open as long as the

P Yo o traffic dthere. Now we've cut back to(ten—2—
H T i ~. ‘ }
joo clock on Saturday and ,‘o '‘clock every/

. other.. nlght )&en mx;nar-l—fy we were /o

ey o 'clock every m.ght, ~and nu.dm.ght on Saturda@
Q’(I had gone home and ‘had d:mner and got

7-".“"‘.3"":7-'_""“"“:',".'-‘_‘:nto bed and Ment to sleep, }{he police
SR AT 'A‘-knocked on the door. /1I not;ced there
W T IR da e A% [Henr )
AU TR flash la.ghts out/“s:l.de. Our daughter Rebecca 4

2.t came back into the bedroom where her mother
" m
and I were talkn.ng a nagl_and,@ Daddy, she \g}

4 " .-. \‘ﬁ‘. '
| the flasl?:.ghts out therer'-'z.; é’ Cied’not to

o HE e T
PRI R A I

" become .lnvolved in excitable sxtuata.ons

! . with her, although she's had her share of
’\:\(‘(o\.&%h \\"0 .

‘. 11—.[ And she')s @fi“edpretty good. I said,
"Ole)baby/don t worry about :Lt} t's there -Um...s‘f‘c.

L “""J.:Lghts and tho‘;.»e not going to hurt anybody?,
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. -u@after a 'While the knock came on the door

- and Noel}bgot up and went to the front door.
. | ' It was the chlef of pol:.ce, 4)@ said, "Where's
-': __________ﬁ'i-'tm He. nrg'?" WS
(your husband" ) She said, 40 bed’). He said, -

<

—

o ETTTTTIReIN 1ike t"'o 'see him"bgﬁhe came back and

. “,,I.

told me thé ch:Lef of pol:.ce was up front,

¥ e e g —\l
ol

she threw me a robe and I got up and went

‘*V’\'r_
p 2

’ —

to the fror{t room to see what Ehe;pﬂwanted.
‘wHe said, “I ve got a warrant. for your arrest('b
TN - sa;.d, "0 ’3’ what s . ha charge", He said,

it wr don't know put it's something down in

B s ho&ﬂ
S M T Mound Bayod"?) I aln 2 been to Mound Bayou,
oA _:. v 13:;.&\0\4
T Y S | don £ know J.f you know where Mouna' Aisi Mound
| 'Bayou is an all—-black town! that's down Gl
L - sixty=-one highway, between Clarksdale and
k‘\"ﬂ\’\* "'j-— I"‘Jo*ﬂ- “noug i A\ . HONRY ) A
) ‘I-' L T Cleveland.,t:g% I said, - “0 let's go; all I __
ey G " need to do is change “clothed?, %o I went
; i ' on in the back room and Noel\ sa:.d "What's
; ¥ E the matte | I said, " "I don't know what it
s Sy - :.s but don t worry about J.t, m\artgot a
¥ __wa:r_ant foqr_my.j_a:relst@ I m going down to the
J. .'g.‘
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{

i ‘ el v - jail and é‘heck it out@y when I went back .
R %o ‘ ) } . -
- in the ropm to dress, he came back in the

room tq_.watch me ,cliress, like I was going to
e T Ijump out the window or something. He stood

E

Fa

s o e i . 3 ¥

4 Yu g o e -.‘....‘.-‘....u-..-d--,, _--_. . ,|
3 3 .

) up 1n the room; . I pulled off my pajamas and

3 T s LF

; e 5 .-.-,‘.-- l_ - & ( '

:- ; AL i v g then told hlm I wanted to make a phone call.
. e g5 He sald,. "Go aheat{b I called Drew flrst,

couldn t get hn.m) and then called John V’ﬂe\ch“-f A

| : /fold him,@_ r_i_leet me downj at the jail, I'm '
; - "‘f‘ '.'7'.'_:_5'being‘ arré‘sted-." He said, "What you getting
: wa Hf;:arrested ﬁor"7 I sa.-*i.d,“"I-don't know/man,"\'.\nﬂ-
. e ;guy told me come on and go to Jallb ‘He .
! .. sald, "0]{05 we'll meet you there. Ithat's

( I

Y ok
>

..n

_’F- when I say, when I got there, there was Drew

{ e P el ognd String-;er;/e/‘dOZen .folks. Q@%{e get ins

: Gt wEdeorneoside the jail and they carried me into a

L anSSa® L rOoom where'" there's a round table,/:I/guess

‘ A . s
the investigation room, where there's some=
ey o .

'thing like‘i} i & guess/ a dozen white guys sitting

RN around” the table. I knew three of them@I IQWW
R W B . \a U
Nyt T vundeE the }éyor,ﬁch:.ef of police ,a.nd the o

Etia b Ay b i . bl

3 ' B

” g 2
A o hod \ i
b , .

LI
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county attorney .

0 BRIEN._, And all of thls was about 0ée*)o 'clock in the

- ST \\u.’t.\oot@

morm ng ; or someth:.ng A

HENRYV - Yes. \))the guy Sald, "We ain't ready for

s yet/"&) SO they carrled me back out. They -
. g
‘ arrested me.. about Q(@‘o 'clock and the -

lnvestlgatz.on started some three or four
I,

"hours later';. Then they brought meback;
after >about t‘hlf’fy:Sm:.nutes after they sa:.d,

"We aren t ready ready for hJ.m yet,'they

T St

-'.:.‘_‘-: ELI brought me baCk ln'

O BRIEN.. Now t'h:.s :LS :.n Clarksdale?

HENRY: & .Yes.-Q@ we: sat there, Lee P.earson, who
at that tlme Was county attorney, sa:l.d,
::-'lf' "Where you been all day, y:hat you been do:.n{"lz

Now/ I knew enough to know that I d:.dn t have

.|,.
4 N

R A - tell, h:l.rn y\othlng because there had ‘been

it B it e no explanat;.on of my r;ghts as a citizen, you

| know, you don t have to answer no questions,OVe Q\
-k,nodc, )
i 'é I st;ll dzdn t want to be a party to a

\
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delaying of an investigation/if' a crime had
‘been commzttedb,,. Sg)therefore I went on
" and voluntar.xly told them everything they
L 'I_"_wa_n_telzd_’tfg kn?wfl 'Ifhe:y wanted .to know what
Itime I'd.-cc;mé to.worilc/..and where II'd be;an.-

eema e all day/and what had"I been doing, who I

g s
p Was w::.th. [§9 I told them all of it. (Sd "
o '.: Qwa T & \.tJI+}\'7

' ; S L 7 18 he’ ‘stilly "I sa:.d, "What dre my) charge

' Lk\ "“ i sul \L ”OHC‘-‘-’;'"*
He sa:l.d, "WelllI don £t know ye‘@) ,1After he . o

“‘got through with this investigation that's

. when they tﬁ'z;:_;ned me over to the authorities
+ from Bolivar«?'COunty (and)Mound Bayou is in
LT . Bolivar COunt.y A ;{o that's when this chain .
T wos carried do
X . locking’ bus:mess came off. q@-ﬁthe next  cdown knare

'morm.ng[ was tryn.ng "to find out from the

guys who were. well I guess youﬂcallé&): em .
' . k NeoPle Who were - &4 ua-r’/lj P

g *"trustp‘es or somethlng,av I said,. "What s the ™ Jo4l
AN mat.terﬁ'z;) So the . |

: . y said, "They ‘have this

J ,lmttle whn.te fellow up here who told them '

_-'~‘;that. you had ‘tr;ed t.o-get him, to et ou a

P ei dem . N
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white woman land since you couldn't get him
i £ _\juu-'a;d

to get you a WhJ.te woman, @‘ha 4 have

to subst:.tute. '@ this became the 'humble!
bumble thln@g{f remember w'hen we went

t‘{r‘:sz.nce

“this son-of- a-—b:x.tch likes white women
<o D2 \' : %“

upusta:.rsﬂ'he guy behind me sa

‘ !€ old Well' s), Vlet s put him in a cell with

the ft',:

e then(},. I sa:Ld-, it kno ),going to be

: hell novO but what can you do about ita

-------

'k
i wn the Q@” of

- women. . the guy unlocked the door and said,

"Go on in’"b .So-I Went on in and it just so ‘

there
happencj_y*wasn t no white women in jail that

" night. @I ‘bad the perrl‘,house of the jail,

you know, because certainly the jail cell

where they keep the wh:.te women is the best
: Wi W
thing t‘hey ve'got.,_ It s clean bedj you

W\Qr.

know, and,by myself. It was late t.hat m.ght,

G B = S | ~+his wos
@9 or (Ewg 10 olock in the morning;,when : s
{ QS wobb_\ wo s uJOfL\"\\f‘}O(\ C.

Drew got ‘hold of Bobby/ ,,dd'he next mornxng,
.Jass h ."'#

-4 ﬁ.@) Brown, ‘who was a NAACP lawyer! at that




@Asald "To tell ‘you the truth, I don't

. b

s -

o

~——
Z

- ‘ \

i ] o -\-J_./ 2 !

20wl tlme/and Medgar, and I guess, tm-—f:.ve or \
it 5 D Q,\aue,\a«\o

1t et | e

e . Lk C\ , '
...wWhere I was to ".get me out. Jess asked

Yo -":""s:.gn the affldavxt, you know, for a charge
Al when,‘happen qut) stlll, they never found

‘ made the A had s:.gnecL the only thing

- N
~ was the bond.o@sald,"I ain't got no

orty” other’ people! came down to thejjail

»

. &
the desk man what was the charge or what

— W

lo ;

| charge and I don t know what. the bond :.é"'b

% So he sa:.d "Whrat was the arrest all ‘about"/. 7

He

/

_ 'knowc.) they were just try:n.ng to put something . . s
' together, but they couldn't get 11‘.@)/ Q}
yh_e f:.nally san.d} o/-dge Rowe had sugned : ;

7 the aff:.dav;Lt.‘?(’éo)how did Judge Rowe

‘that he's not kncwledgable of nor present
It

.an aff:.dav;t that the young fellow that

—CroeT

... -they had was an aff;dav:.t, not on. :.nformat:.on omd

_ bellef, ‘but an ;affzdav:.t- to fact, signed _
b < j ;
__'by the attorney Ij’e,gs E\/So the record5 1

A . o

-
<

s
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got so filedup,,we had a trial and they
dwr—~3 L

“zﬂilihad produced a kld ‘that was there and did

' Ll”

';so testlfy. The thlng thatﬂzs comical

T - me, the guy stood me up and said, "What's

’J:IS \-Spq( VA Y e
your name, - Aaron Henrqu) I sazd, “Yes?L

q

é‘"Wheroayou lxve, §1t,dowd7y Then he turned
‘0 the'kid*anstaid, "Do you see the guy

“in here that p;cked you uﬁﬁL, The guy said,

) v '?j"’l .
__"éé" that's hlm rlght therél) He just stood

i L | o
v -was@no way :|.‘n the world. as I sa:. A

‘me up, so he couldn t miss me, you see,

ccr.k-l

- h

“iathere was no llne up or anythlng where

?*

ﬁsomebody plcks-somebody out -from among a

.l

. lot of other guys/ it was a situation where

“the only suspecth possxble committer of the

~O'BRIEN:.

 HEMRY: -
' couple of tlmes.

U O'BRIEN:

‘Well yes. It went to the Supreme Court a

/

.,, v _1_ bl

.)-'; . o B i

.9& LAJ-e_tj
() V\\u ¢

i

- crime, was the’one guy. o
=T ;
‘What ever happen‘about tha 7that went to

:theqﬁupreme COurt’ dldn €t {2

leell zt was actually the‘llbel suzt that went




" HENRY :

”}
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\ [N . ;‘ (V\C\ i Q(
to the, wasn't it the.llbel suit 2 %,

e

Well, the libol.sult‘ grew out of this.
) L .
Because you see the next morning, I went

ok : - OLT‘ ﬁja [
down to the jail and cussed out, fust)the county

-

attorney, and the chlef of police. I called

S SRR
hlm all k;nds like I sa I shouldn't
4({ e mosk gOQ(‘jbo 3/ '

have done 1t but.I dld 1t. I had4at least

(twelva or flfteeﬁ others who went down to

really fznd out what's d01ng, ,ﬂ%at s the
S allare

name of the game you 4p1ay;n%moo 5 4

_ﬂg,ﬂ‘of\m“ "2 d

remember, I called Ben,a bastard} hell

,‘l-.

didn't know he was born out of wed 1ock
W ‘~ s o L’ T

that‘chlef of pollceﬁanﬁ he sued me for libel.

The county at?orney,.Lee-Pearson, he got

his ddag,too.; When Pearson was interrogating

T L+ —— & -
me , anﬁighgy%arrested me,4I felt that all
Ban o O‘L tors .

along they knew}Pihey were the instiga of
what_ ¢ _ever wasigOLng on_, ﬁecausé they were
from my home town and they Kknew me personally.
Now the guys’ from Bolzvar #ounty, I could
feel that they at 1east had dublous feel;ngs

2
]

o, . ¥
s -.“_.‘. -
i .A-'_:'.. "i-dn‘.;.u. Y
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R ._f /—\ \.\_‘ e
E‘SO}I went back there, he sa:l.d, “Son I see

e

~90% |1

-T\'TQ i R

» . O
or something ,not knowing me. fut yetﬁ,‘ two
5 o \c"‘

guys I(d grownAup w:.tl'o me and Ben grew up

"'_Hon the same. ﬂlantat:.on, so like I say, we've

known each other all our llves. /So they sued .
| ¥40,000; |

me for (forty‘thousananggim the #upre.me

CLuu*sC\

R /Q/ourt threw :.t out"' h knew)zou guys

are supposed :to public officals, you got
posed oA

to lead a 1i£e so clean that what_ever they

s e call you, that won't nobody belghve it.' "rlm's
2 g |5 “the "’Q’hOﬂQfGﬂ
- 4 The state ?upreme g:ourt threw out the ceh;ges()

;’)’h&&i

fz.nally made ~a formal charge of mxsconductj

A ': A -7‘111s was actuflly the Chargeo?_'ﬁ,‘wh:.oh : 4
n 4 A ‘
was tried. 'ijen as I _S:the local court, ...

o I was convicted in the )J'ustice of the ﬁ’eace's

?(ourt. conv;oted in @ounty Court, went tothe
G 3b00

' circuit court on ,a @ix>honth, (€ive hundredy®

b
e T peliesT. And (5‘\@
@lﬂ flne',"’ CRat the circuit courtMarguezh/nent,

e o

b & haer K the Judge refused toasentencw in open r

courta 'he ca-lls ‘you back to hzs chamber. -

/

. v g
i
i

"
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.V

h SEVP
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what they re do:mg to you"/.y I said, "Well

¢ Bt ; u\\ ¥

that's a%lght" He said, "The jury found

_ you gumlty, I ve got to fine ‘{O‘J{'b I said,
. A |
5, uWel.';k 0]‘?’ Judge that S @Egh W., He was |

T g . ‘really a fa:.rIy decent Joe, but he had

¥
to go along with the syste.m.

. O'BRIEN: ' He expected t'h:.s to be appealeﬂ.('t\nbn d\dn‘b ‘n‘?:)
-HENRY:“,'j_ ‘_ Oh sure, he knew that. k_g-f’o\n.h:-
| Q.BRIEN. g@he really gave you grounds for appeal, dldn ; -

e “he# in 4,_\,0#, vesQact 7

N Ll T don't ‘Kwowd, | | //
HENRY. - = 5 el A maybe so,but the only thing he told me;
; h@ =12V d, : 7

: ﬁ"What sentence are you under no ". I told

e him/'-'/:we hundred dollars and (519 months in .

v jail.' He sa:l.d "Well, I'm go:.ng to cut that
LI G200
to @wo hundred"’doll‘aijand @’months in Jall.

"'0-' BRIEN: Did you ever serve that time, or pay the

- fine?
HENRY : ' No. Then jt.hil:%_ went up to the -#tate $/upreme
3 o _ ;
f(odrt. The ptate &lupreme g(ourt threw it
: : L

' ~out. The J.awjfers! then moved for suggestion‘

ORI
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el

' --pOlJ.t:LCS got mixed up :Ln :.t.,-,
O'BRIEN: =

HENRY:: -

“ o .
i LThomas PRSI
of error{) a'nd Judge Brady at that time had

been adm:.tted to the court@gnd this was '

vﬂ&@ Ross Barnett‘s Governo s year/ ,'}fell,

he couldn' 1; afford to lose me.l The state

5 :
A.

. In what wa}())/how he, | coqldn 4‘ Q-H:ord -ED /oSvP— Y

Well, if you got an attorney general of the

w

state that} i‘i can t convict the worst son-of-

5 . = B b . .
.. a-bitch we‘got down here,/z\mxt ‘kind of

Heil g governor;‘:is he? - This is how state politics

—_—
—

*_ got' into tljfe picture. However /t'he #upreme

" g ™ :
ourt did 1;.hrow, it out. From the pressure

9 G’/‘L:he court

from the _governor and other (

}

‘ _' reversed itself on a suggestion of error and

d 'b\o\“‘l‘-u ‘m“(‘“‘i ’2
an 2w and reinstated the @Q months
F0Ce

P s A 4 0

.——-——"—'—_._____
. and the C wo_hundred dollay‘p Oﬁcourse we
¥
carr:l.ed this to the US, Supreme Court and t.'hey

.sent. it bac:k to the #tate #upreme ¢ourt for

a determ:.nat:z.on of an illegal searching,

several other po:mts.-_ 'I'he #upreme ¢ourt




. O'BRIEN: - Well

T AT

o
¥
\

sent :|.t back to the %ounty /Court to find
'out :.f the charge of J.ntentn.onal Wa‘V1ng

' strategy
~of rights was used as a qa Dby the

N lawyer?j in the case. Of}:ourse /the county

nLC.C\\f“ V
* judge qrule‘5 that there was no ¢ule ‘DQW'L

J__—

; of rights and sent his oppinion back to

fiot

' the Supreme q.[ourt /and without a hear:.ng at
~allg”the stat.]e supreme court ove uled :
| Ca L Mobe  we r.;\d‘:...
the:Lr' own judge. 4 S0 they reinstated the
e - uJQ : “'
th:.ng and,sent :.t back up and they refused

oy dre T

]

s -'->1"_‘, ' t.o hear it but gave us - another route to goj

v 7 \“:0‘0905 corpus. .' About  a week ago. Judge 2.0.0\&\)

: b 3 knocked it out- @@ the state has the
w : % oW
v = e | T o= (\

opportum.ty of retrial ,\1£ ‘I:he;z1 desire. 0£-'-_/'~/J
Yy

&
course,we' go fot“j double-]eopar situation in the -

01' o c®
that.csg@ that s the long story..
cut

'before th:.s tape runs ¢fD, I know that
& it ou were very close to (James Earl] JChaney,
-‘.A‘Z-' i -‘ i ("(\uk il b
o (imchael H.}A and odman, and I

wonder if there s anyt.h:mg that. you 'd like

...........

- duower
face di] ‘.":‘.

|
1
{ MY
1

iaim



'HENRY: .

- .-;;"."f.‘

' o™ ‘ '?4,"“’{
L
ke

; o"'
to add at th:l.s po:.nt.?

) Well, I knew C‘haney longer, because he

v" .
" was a native ku;\_::'iom Meridian }éxd he

i
[
v

+ . worked in the ifctove:nent a long time. I knew

!
o

‘Schwerner for about two years, as one of

the flrst wh:Lte activists that had come

o &

_ into t‘hz.s th:.ng and\,\remaa.nedﬂ{ 1+ Most of them

7

' ‘had come in and stayed a few days and got out.

ey v, 8 empa .
..+ But really in terms ofl\@ﬁof all three,

¢ down. @éhey gave a party for us, one

I feel more im‘;rblved with Andy Goodman.,

Then o?’course, ?':--had only known Andy, I guess

at most a week.;‘ I'd spoken at Queens College

\ =
i proselyt#'ng students to come into the state

- for the program. And) I talked \_/ - Andy

and several ot‘her young. fellows into coming

~

m.ght there :Ln New York /and the:.r parents

and us were hav1ng a get-acqua;nted session.

Lo Q‘a(\lSdalO,

I carr:.ed Andy back home with mejand the

1

'-‘-'jé_ only n:.ght that he spent al:we in M:.saiss;pp;

AL RS

~e——
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was at my house.%rhe assignments for the

I young fellows ;':wer.e made at Jackson, the
o “headquarters Of the movement and yqu wanted
freedom to rnove people anywhere you wanted |
" to. They had ‘;to'go where they were assignec'i/'
y)e 'had to }ceeg) a pretty tight dlsc:.plz.ngL so
we knew wherer everybody was. C‘The Ql%ouﬁh

j ""Andy came back with me, he called up and
' : he hod 4w A0oE

W " wanted to know where hiave you got hiimh
At < § onG ke
R ~,'1"hey told him, Mend:.anh Fut him on a

and
V_bu OL *sent h:.m to Merldlanl ‘}‘he following

R _morm.n%he got ‘to Méridian about -noon.

When he got ;herg,jchwemer and Chaney
. were prep.ar_iné to go over to Philadelphia
to investigat{e.'e burning church. -The churches
,'had been burncc’@ ’fléoursgoyou know that

.~ we've had somethlng _llke.(sixtquore‘ burned

by now, but ﬁhis was the beginning of the
w¥ . { : ; vy QO
A church-burn:.ng situation. d a twentyfyears

oS

' old boy P wan:f@ to . J.dent:.fy w:.th n: ! Ao




L _962 |30

\

he got into the car with Schwerner and Chaney,
(%
) .

and they were' arrested on, er way back home.

JWe tried to g‘:{at the FBI to become involvedy

L P

g@;__his is one thing! I'll forever hold

L

e O

-“_'-":;.q@to“the' ‘vari;gaus jails between Philadelphi.y__

against them,:I guess, because they told
i . ¢ F
us unless we .;’could prove that they had been

carried across state lines ,or that they had
,' 1"‘
' . been missing for €wenty-fou3hours, they
VS

couldn't do a th:.ng. }(ll we were trying

to do was to get them to make phone calls

-

.+, and Meridiang! ;(eanz,__ing_,that if the guys

Tyt

felt that the FBI was on top of it, that

o they. would ,at:{ least not beat them up and

harm them. B{;t when we couldn't even get ..

. i “
that, then" of. course the kids were taken

covmeAdvn =
~out of jail that nlgl'f}'and killed. ell/l:Lke
,-'.,,: o : Qo mo-
My say, Andy's;ﬁ@"never saw him alive again/
' "0 Vi AL it
~and I brought him from his ‘:)m_cT’:E)4 s house.
\

 Consequently ,we found the bodies some six weeks
, e 7 :

s later or mor'ef:-.f '1/carried Andy back to |

s we Pk S R ey
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. New York to ‘hls !mot"hc?, and burled him. Ang,

| ‘ | ' #course ,,c—:\na-r:,)-t:.1me\z go into New Yorku
. ard ¢ ‘"1«4 o W
go bydand 1et them know that_,\people that
ndy gave hls l:.fe for haven't forgotten

hlm. It s a wonderful relationship between

SRR E!obert Goodman_] Bob. @arolyn Goodman]
- Carolyn and me.

. O'BRIEN: Did you have," any contacts with the Justice

Department, ':Robert Kennedy? Robert Kennedy
¢ " .

. % [ . had left. at '.*t.his point, or had he?
3 < ;_~-HENRY:{ @Eé:js '64® xes Bobby Kennedy was Attorney

_ General then. \f Certa:.nly Bobby was informed, and

'-‘"--——-_—-_‘—-_-N—-
(to tell the trut@we picketted the Justice

——

 Department oiver the issue and Bobby Kennedy

was down there, 50 he gets out and walked

o el he,s
TR R B s o e i the pzcket line wJ.th us. BecauseA@Bp just
b o 2 ‘r. e “a \,\q:-‘a

as ins?m:&f_over the situation,‘f‘ ?ajust
o 7 % . as determined as we are that the Justice
. 4. . Department does it:gp—;bl and clearSthis thing

‘ S up. %ﬂéugh he is the gttbrney general,
e e 7" he identifies with':us out there with picket
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+h\
Q’The @; Q‘” g—that we've .hac} I'll say, for

B 1>

f \
t L
i

. lines around hifn. But you scee J.Edgar Hoover,( -
; o\ s

" although J.t""Gcwr\‘c under the Justice
Department/\ he runs his own darm shop.
L'“ 1 (’

thegpast {elve‘\years, I guess, ¢ight or
|

: : 7)
wr ?-(twelve} thh',]‘qst:.ce has not nearly been

‘as good with the FBI as it has been with
',' .

H 4
the Departmentof Justiceg@ I just hope

t, what I séé, or what I think I see in

! ‘tha
SHE - R

" terms of AJustiée Department faking out on this -

Ny et
e

. whole situatioh" 'now! 'is not real ,but this

O'BRIEN:

¥
L . 4
is what I see so far. Maybe it's a question

that John Mltchell just doesn't like me; that's

qn ngnt . N

(Llfg" I can g’-:n.ve him. somebody else to be
- in contact witi'x@ I don't give a damn who
¢
gets to him ar{'ii gets some kind of a vapeort

go:.ng but I can 't seem to break it.
[SFL ru._gq £ aliout ocut and

}»fe ve gealli) covered a lot of things, but

| . we really haven't: gotten down to,’ “I'm sure

f L ""El'\\‘"g > ‘\\L&. ( """"
‘ that you could, do a lot on the reedom grlte;)? d-?.s

Pl e e (o s

2 i R T e mactpm—— =




. G‘\'\\J \Y:"\\I\C]I
Cﬁ@_&)some of the early voting rights agtivity.

el

s e

Sl =

e e e i«

e ettt bt e et o e e BB+ s
. - -

Coming .to Washlngton soon?

w1 don't se{:m to have_any plarf that I know

of at this}:.moment for Washington,' ?’;éourse

(Al

you never can tell, any 910f a crisis

b

s:.tuat:.onf;'you mlght end up there. As far

“.as I can :emember at th:.s point, I'm going

d'ﬂ (‘L\'\I‘f < ot -I:QO Q- u_uA..M)

.to be in Boston,\z.n August, the first week!

AR ?-+h .

from the fogrtb, to about the The

National Pharmaceutlcal Convent:.on, it's
\\ v Y en
s

at the Asometh:.ng.

. O'BRIEN:

Well that's a good place to catch'you.
—-'= al\ac s()-éno\ng avy

I know that 4a.fternc:von in your drug_store -

ys:au“ really got a lot of things going for

\.\;(-L

youy when: 'your theref@ it's o 0 oo

' HENRY:

‘_,led be

It's hard@I muc\r\ wore q(oc,'\'\CC'-\ 'ED do \{ ok—t\q

Neus o..' o..@\'e.(. -Uﬂ*‘- QW\ C\o"' Sl

w8 T EAT -
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