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Oral History Interview 

with 

OLIVER W. BILL 

February 29, 1968 
Ridnmond, Virginia 

By Larry H&ckman 

For the John F. Kennedy Librarr 

This is an· interview with Oliver W. Bill. The 

interview is taking place Februart 29, 1968 in 
I 

¥~. Rill 1 s office in R~chmond. The interviewer 

is Larry Bach~. Why don 1 t you start out, Hr. 

Bill, by just talking about how you first got 

involwed 1n John Kennedy's career, connected 

with him. 

Well, my . 0 0 0 Hold it a uJ.nute, let me . • . 

[Interruption) Well, my first--well, put it 
) 

this wat,~IliY advance connection with tbe Kennedy 
- / !.1.+ 

campaign came a~-4' some conference we were 
'"::>Wo. r J.I'\" v 

atl at the <W&te~~Ptan Park Hotel. And this waa­
::> r 

the yearl.~ t6ot before--this was probably about 
U'c d:wrl £ . 1 u c lce v-J 

158, 1 5~~erb Tucke~ an old friend of mine 

from Boston, said be wanted me to meet Senator 
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f. ennedy because he _:was going to be en aspiro.n t 
I t,·.:.: . .:. .~_::. 

for thejresident~·"- nox::.ine.tion. And we had a 

nice chat, and, ae I recall, Senator Kennedy 

spoke to the group that we were assembled for--

as I say, I don't re~ember what the group was 

at this time. ~Then, s:u.bsequent to that, 
il1";:··· !"'1 ··c-- 1· ··cc~.~;·~ : ct ' ' ::u;..~ 

Marjorie Lawso~~during the early part ot the 

'60 ca~aign, the pri~aries--Y~rjorie Lawson 

was, or course, very active--and she tried to 

get me to cw~paign in West Virginia. Frankly, 

at that time, I had had a long association with 
a-- [j-CJb{? ·,\ t-\. L:l, r·· ~ · ·,,·1 ~ uJJ 

Senator {__Hub-~rt----Il.] Hllr.iphreyit\ and I didn't feel 

that I wanted to go out and c~~aign against 

him, so I just laid henda off. At the NAt~P 

(National Association for the Adv~~cerr.ent of 
-~ 

Colored Peoplel;(onventio~~-and at that time 

Frank Reeves was advance man 
) 

Humphreyct-I was at the NAACP 

\\ro.ffard and Frank • • • 

Y(<P-ve get thl:~ wo ..l4-

Yes. [Interruption) 

!'or Sene. tor . · c. - -
1- '" . ·. , i.. , . v :· ; I c 1 · ; . I" 

,.....,. ' . - t.:l· -

Conventi;~ Harris ~ 

You wera talking about Harris Wofford. 
[fy-o..--1 ( 1), rc~e IJ c~JJ 9-

y~}-~· .. .. ~~a[,rE~y-;~?~;or6, Frank Reeves,., [Rob~1 
&b v Ca.rter-1 andt if I'm not mistaken--who was 
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_.Secretary or /Laborrfesistant /Secretary. of ~abor? 

HACKY.AIII ~amrer; Weo_ v e:,-~co''l' L-P "''""'''] <:: 

HILL% Weaver. We had a oonfereno~~ aa4 Q7 that time 

the Humphrey c~aign had just about petered 
k4 

ou~ end Frc.nY..11 agreed to j&6m the Kennedy cam-

paim;. I agreed to meet and talk with him after 

7 
we got oo Los Angele~I had my i's.mily with me 

then, and we were on~~r way home, sort or an 

extended tour through the West. ~~en we got 

down to. • . . !fo, We aver wasn't in 1 t Z beg_ause c. . ..... 
c.-- LSI u o.v T - "''rT'' rc. ' cs 

a.t that time Weaver was with c:{-s..ro~ ~yrnington~ J .J 

LW; \1 ' oYh L.~ u..<:. C">~ • 
and so was Congressi!l.S..O ~"*4.-em=i?."] Dawson"- And 

I 1 d always bsen very close to this .£iongre~sme.n. 
(/j--- . . 014 / 
7J' we got on down to Los Angeles~ as my wife says, 

"accidentally"~~~:: ~.L-. ''' + \..o\ J._ :-i - -
--:)v.!> 

(All right, I can get that thing. f\ fell 
--._ e v(J""'::{: 

them to hold up ~~thing for a few r.~nutes, 

will you?) 

They had the CEUI!paign--I mean, during the 

~onvention. • • • To make a long story Short, 

the usual things happened during the ftonvention. 

I don't reoe.ll meeting the ~nator during that 

perioC\b until the Sunqay :following the nomina­

tion. If you recall--! don't know whether you 
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were there, but I'm sure you've heard or it 

since then--there was a big flare-up among a 

lot of f eople involved in civil rights, trade 
a..,.> 

union.SC'thinga. They were going to bolt the 

fr.rty; they weren 1 t going to support-i·-Lynaon--B.--}9-­
L!:.., h :· 6 'n & ' J. l-- "1·!: <'- ~'] 
Johnson~ But, of course, there were those or 

7 us who ~elt that you couldn't elec~ Kennedy 
/ ~\-~ w _/. _/ 

w1 thout elec ti.ng Johnson; ~{\ the ;tlce rresl-

1 
dentlal nomination. So.J) in order to pull forces 

together...(InterruptionJi Senator Kennedy 8ld 

Sene.tor Johnson a.ppeare4- //ell, put it 

this wai,) Dawson was the ostensible sponsor 
-, 

of the reeetingi~ and invited all or these people 

ther1 jnd SenRtor Kennedy and Sfmator Johnson 

appeared ~~d spok e, and thEt 1 s when Johnson --

made his s tatement, you know~ "Jack ~s.s ~la.,r.ed, +-~.~+ ." 

~t the conclusion of this conrerence, I singled 

out Harris WoN'ordi) snd told him, "You know, 
be ( ;rJ ~ to . 7 

you ought to ~ try to get me ~ wor~ in the cam-

'-palan. I haven't done anyllhlllg up to this time. 
b\ o. c. t=- .?.so+ 

In view or this~ .. businessfi ll.a¥e a very 
( 2 . 

good civil rights atatur~and since most of 

the flak is against Johnson, I 111 be perfectl7 
Ct.~ 

willing to go along, be advance maDJ\ identit)r 



-5-

myself with Johnson to help further the c8.I:lpaign." 

He seid, all right, he would trans~bt that to 

the proper people. ,.,,.Jd. 
/I\ 

In the rGee.n time •" I he.d nr;r tru:Ulypwe want 

out on a y~ation. So ~en I got b~k to Ricbrnonqi? 
J' CA.,J 

just before the first or September~ I got a 

call from Dawson,saying that he had been talking 
~\.1-,€:_ 

with ~~Kennedy force 5~ and ~t he 1 d ag:-eed 

to work with them 1n the campaign. At that 

time, he was--of course he was elderly, but I 

R8~~ ~~J' r~~e;~7<~< G:~--~~:~~ ~;~~()not tOO goo% 

too~~ He had insisited that he would have as-
<.J...NcA +~-~~ 

sistsntsl\ ~7 talked 'hri th ~ about possible 
· w\..o 

picks , and , one person ~was agreeable to 

them end asreee.ble to me is you. You're going 

to work with US in the Ca!'Jp~~~~al\ ~ ·t-i{,~ agreed 

to do so.~And aa a consequence , I ~~s involved 
/ up 

~.~.~ .... ~~~-~;J?f • in the unit headed(\by ~nt-F-
Shriver/ brow} our main emphe.s1s, of course, \ •..;/ 

was to corral the Ne gro vote in the South~ and 

~ certain sections of the East. As a conae-
pa..vT~ 

quence, I made trips to varying ~Jlota in the 

South~Naahvllle, Knoxville, Atlanta.:1.r don't 
t f 

know. I don't remember a..11. the particillar 



-_ I 

HACK¥.AN: 

HILL: 

-6-

placee now; I only met with groups. .An<!;;;... 
~ we were particularly interested in mo­

bilizing a campaign~ that's what it amounted to. 

During the campaign, on one or two occasions, 
7 

I managed to meet ..,,_,-,'. · .. .s~ .... ·_: c... • He was 
/ 

coming 1n~ Ns.shville on one occasion as I wa.a 
~ ... ~ 

going out t'\ I mean~ I had a chance to speak to 

him !or a minute. ~In New York, 1r you recall, 

in October that year, they had a civil rights 

conference. 

Right. Committee on Constitutional Rights, or 

whatever. 

Yes. And at that time we were pa.rticul~ly 

interested--at least I was--partiuularly inter­

ested in trying to get him into Riclm:ond. We 
- .... 

weren 1 t getting too fs:r wtth the dirac tors, so T" .:.:> .... <-f. .>E': 

~ ' ~""'"'- v...:~.c ' c .L --i looked for some opportunity to get a chance 

to talk to him d.irec tly. And I don 1 t remember 

now who it was I spoke · to, but he se.id, "Well, 

hell, we're going to have to sidetrack him~~ 
8,....._-lr 

~ee he's got to go to the I:len' s room." So -
he se.id, "liell, get over ~ next to him. n 

So, "OkiY," I got over next to him, and with 
r 

the police guard and s.l.l, ~Ahad a chance to 
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talk to 
+-I.Lr-J 

and tJ: we..i ted for him, and when he ce.me on back 
-
we chatted. He said, "You gotta be bound by 

what Bobby [Robert F. Kennedy] saidJ " ~~- b~7 
---~ c:. """) he urged ~~to so back to Bobby~ because Bobby 

c.-i--il-uf-
was there with us all the time, ~t' time. It 

didn't work out. He came to Virginia, but I 

wanted him to come to Richmond. 

HACTJ1AN: He was in Nor!'olk and Roanoke. Right. 

HILLt ..... He made Norfolk a.."ld Roanoke, but I lo.'"S.SD 't sa tis-
into Virginia, 

fled. I knew he was going to come here, but I 

tried my best to get him&$ because I thi.nk it 

would have been far ~ore effective if he had 

come to Riclh~ond. I don't know Whether we would 
-::::::; 

have c&rried it or not, but we wo~1e h~ had 
i IJ ' 

a better chance. ~o&" 5 6p ~ou see, t~ Ro~oke,· .vt'-

,o.~~..._ ;;_ 
--..__~hat ~ you '"Ve got the real..,_ strong Repub­

+1--.o ..... ~\...~ 
licsn thieves around here. Nor.folkf\ naturally, 

is good Democratic territory. 

And things went along that way. After 
I 

the cerr.ps..ign, of eourse "'I came on back then. 
I 

I'd been aYay from practice ~or about nine 
r,.._-.Jd 

months, so I dug in~ trted to practice. As a 

matter of fact, I'd had no intention oJ seeking 
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any job. I was in New Jersey with my wife one 

weekend--for an organization of my wife's girl 

! 

I 
friend~: ~he¥ were having 
U C. "' ' "" ; • · O I • . n] 
Louis f\ [-M-a-rt~ called me. 

a weekend up there--and 

He said they had a spot 

and they were in this bind (the man. who stood a good 

chance of getting it, they didn't want to have it) 

and would I consider taking over this thing? But I 

didn't have the faintest idea what he was talking 

about. 

HACKMAN: This is Louis Hartin who called? 

HILL: Louis Hartin, yes . Louis called me . But he had to 

have an answer right that day . That was the usual 

rule, I think . I told him I'd think about it for an 

hour or so and I'd call him b ack. My wife didn't 

have any objection to me going off to ~ashington, so 

I agreed to do it. And it was this particular job. 

Let me run back over a few things in the campaign . 

HILL: Okay. 

HACKI.ffiN: From your conversations with Congressman Dawson in 

this p eriod, what was his o~inion of the way the 

Kennedys were running their campaign in relation to 

the Negro? I noticed, at the beginning, his role wal 

very controversial, as to just how they were going 
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to approach Congressman Dawson,~ or how they were 

going to get him involved in the campaign. 

Wasn't there a lot or discussion about this 

with ~~s. Lawson, Frank Reeves, and all these 

people? 

It could have been. You see, I was temporarily 

out or contact with everybody, from the end or 

the campaign in Los Angeles until around the 

first of September, because we were just free- · A 

I ~.. . o~- •< • c u ,J~f)' ) 
\~ 1-.. 1 I<'; 1\ I "7'""'- _. 

wheeling? and riding through the WestJ.,seeing 

the sights. So whetever discussions they had, 

I had no part·,.i~ 19 I',:'~ea:rd there-"~ you 
...... e.ll 

know, personalities and~that sort of stuff, but 

I bad no contact with it. h~en I got back, 

everything had been settled. Dawson had agreed 

to work, provided he bad somebody that be picked£ 

fnd I hapoened to be the person that be picked. 

~ ~s I say, I really can't supply anything~\~ 
as to wh&t happened during that period. ~ow, 

y~ v .. .... -

<') "-:::;::::> everything worked smoothly(E) ~ the only thing==-= - • • 

Dawson was an old-line politician, accustomed 

to the practices and methods that had been 
) w~ 

built up, t'f course, and one of tb.em,4you 

ta~ and you telephone~ but you don't do a 
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whole lot or writing. Well, the campaign was 

running on a tremendou8 amount of papeBr A lot 
' :+' 

of things I'd bring up~ him, he'd say, "Well, 

you can't argue with success. It looks like 
,~{. cl, t~,... ') ) 

they ~~•hat they're doing, so, bell, I don't 

understand it, but we'll go along." So I mean 
~ot of c, _, 

that we.s his approach to thatthing'. 7TlfowZ the 

only thing that d!sturbed him end diatlrrbed me, 
-t~-t rc. ·JJ• f 

1 o...L- '\- ~ ~\ I "\ (hroughout the South6\ very 
I ~~~ ~ ; · 

little spPhistication2 en4- 80 ~ poll tica1 

activity is concerned, ~ particularly at that 

tLme~ ~ere's not too much at the present ti~, 

in my opinion~-but p~ticularly at that time. 

( As a coneequence, you could e;et some key 
C u v..\ J...,)~ (e. ( 

individuels, but you ~Agiv~ them a little 

money to work with things. I used to make thl8 

observation, I 1 d say, ~Hell, I could call Lea 

Angeles, Seattle, any damn Where, and ask people, 
"'""+ --., 

1How1 s the weather~ there?' or anything else"--

! mean, just using a nonsensical questio~~and 
C>' . \ 

there 1 s no proble~e.bou t it.' Or, I could jump 
+~-.t..T 

on an airplane and go any dB..ITIIl place 1\ ~ I .felt 

I ought to g~;6ee~ I don't remember ever 
--=--=::> 

asking anybody. -6!'~- I was told some things 

·-. ' 
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to d o, b ut there was a tremendous amount of freedom 

so far as doing whaty ou thought you ought to do, 

so far as you were doing thing s . But it was l i k e 

pulling his teeth to get any ~ggone money for any 

of these little g ropp s . And that was the only / 
/ ,. 

annoying situation t h at I can think o f during the ~ 
} 

whole damn campaign . 

\\'1-lere v-1as the bottleneck on this ? Was it at Shriver'~ 
.: 

l evel , or 

Was i t where ? 

'va,s it at Shriver ' s level, or who would you go t o 

in the attempt to do this? 

Well, of course, I would talk usual l y , most of the 

time , to Dawson and occasionally to Shriver . But 

i t was always--it was pass t h e buck on that deal, 

you kno\v, where others don • t come i n . Things were 

going to happen but j ust never happened , y ou see . 

As a matter of fact, we had a little flak from this 

fellow HcCray-- I think you got his name written 

down HcCroy but I think his name i s 

Is it· .HcCray? 

If i t' s the same fellow I have i n mind , it' s a 

"McCray" 
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_z::- ,.. CYr ,. rrlr- ,-

down in South Carolin~ -:ti;et 's, -4-j(e em ~he:t 

~ gett1ng a coup~e of_· let;ers !"rom him//\ 
oro r-

long after the campaign was over, ~ money be 
2 ( c( 

claimed that he'd spen6~, and never b&~ been 

reimbursed for it. But, as I say, outside of 
-:;::> cJ UN _5 -!-I. J 

that type of little annoying situation OR ey 
~..., ... .A 

~~~ ...:S:- everything else seemed to work very 
r -1-o h<-

ntcely.w Well, Shriver, I found him t1e. good guy 

to work wi tb. 

We went over to Bobby's office, once or --- ~~ 

twic~ I rezr.err.:ber i't::•s.s -wl---eB I 1 d been down to 

Tennessee, went to two or three places, and 

came back and made a report that unless some-

thing drastic was done, we · were going to lose 

the entire state. Bobby called us over for a 
L>_ ..J~ 

damn session on itn some fellow n~~ed -the.ler ••• 

[John] Seigentbe.ler71 [:5c-h·n SE" ig c ,-.lr. a. \ ~!j 

Seigenthaler, Seigantbaler was there ~at 
G~ ~e · 

that time. " I don 1 t know what 'fc; ~ carry.= over 'J.Je;S 

~because] some of the things that we sug­

gested to hiro, I know they never were done. 

This ~~f:relation to the Negro vote in Tennessee? 

HILL: This ws.s in relation to the Uegro vote, yea. 
. X 

wef~,.. jt course, I think ~went a little deeper than--
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~;. discussed this thing with several 

other people, Negro and white vote. Of course, 

our primary emphasis waB on ~ Negro vote, but 

we were also concerned with the total picture, 

as far a s we could gather it at any particular 

time, And here, we went out trying to get any 

information on these demo things. 

Ce.n you remember anything particular about what 

the problem was in Tennessee? 

Now, just right at this minute, I don 1 t, e.;x:cept 
,jtA!> r 

that we had this tre~~ndous problem. I Acan 1 t 
not{fJ . 

remeriber~ l ~ink there was soma Tennessee per-

sonalitiea involved. .~d then, of course, they 

had ( 
I Hooks and that group7-Republicane~ 

t/-t,..J 

~ey were pretty Hell organize.~ _:.nd Athey had -f r.<-
~~ r- old___ ~\:-ol- r, w\...~ . w ~ a...:·· ~ Elf<:- cl(;~·: tJ 'i- ~~e.~ 

l C o .,.J 1f rJ-...-f?•.l./r'>~ h.A.. "'7~~~ --------· ~ 

9 I think Eooks subsequently cB!le over to +l-.e D eH.o -

side, but bhen he didn't do it during 

the campaign; he stayed '1-d.th the Republicans 

in that c6Illp~ign. ~ n., I cs.n 1 t .so.....y o__"-l y'f-L,._,) 
~eJ~L10 

At the time you got involved in this thing in 

September, ~nen you actually went to work up in 
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the Washington office, had they pretty well 

decided on what the strategy was going to be to 

toward the Negro vote 1n the South, or was it 

still being debated? 
h j eo v • 

It was being debatG~ 1 and pl~yed ~~.rA I got 
(p --the impression~ I mean Athat was my opinion about 

- -+k•t- I 
it" ~1e vmre playing it mostly by ear. 

J.~~ ~ ~ 
Did you find yoursely~'-"G ...... y,l\ 1n agreement with 

lfrs. Lawson and vioffcu-d and these people T 
U,.d0 ..sc_c 1'1 he,. ~ 0 r- i ~ I). 

tm, yes. 'E-Giltl::ro&'e 1 -,~ . ..... c...s. L, .... ; ~ h o.r-1 ; ...,, 1B.Sjltri>ie.:' 

and Harris, we've had .fairly disagreement on 
o.N4.. +~..,.-\ +y I' e of + I-. ;,_,50 

thin£B that came up for discussion I\ ~ I&5 P'i 0-.-'- r ~ .... '/: l.f.. w 
~\aA ;o,...S ~it' -

" ..... f_aiJy Jfa.rmonious working" with th! group. I 
\. cu.\, 

:S:~ve been in other si tu.ations where a tremend~us , .;- :...; ,.-c. " 
!1.N J. o..l' .:.r.-u.. --r- \. .. '"-\- (I ~ ~ I 

anount or bickering end cross purposesh fuze= been-
b""t r d._ ;.ltJ'+ i4- :>J \:: w e. -{:o .... N.t if -t""!-.c-1- L :>;./0 

~Dg ~, ~...,,., lilt~t't lilrG 5Ae:.t. I thi~ .ua:::f.Qu.:ui 
o+~ 

~ it was more ~~case of. • • • As I 

sa:y, the only ennoying thing 'Has trying to get 
+e r -=t lo .... ~l--+ 

money ~f\some of these groupe that we ~!\would 

do a job. But outside of thnt1 -just like this 

Martin Luther King thing, when 1 t ca.~ upj\ pnce 

1 t ¥Tas suggested, I don 1 t think there was any-
~-~~o 

body~disagreed with it. 

On the phone call, you roe an? 
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Yes 1 oOnce it was done, I Iielle:b be!n'W anybody 

even say that they disagreed. 

How did that get started, do you know, where 

the firat thing cru:::1e in .from? 

I thought that was a question that would coaas 
o v ~,.. 

up, and I tried to turn the damn thing t.in my 
a. .;. ~ ""hoS ~ --)'ell, 

mind foa:$ap~= th$ a idea-1 Jou know, as I recall, 

there were two or three people subsequently 

claiming credit for the idea, but as to Who 

really made the damn suggestion, I really don't 
--,'(ov I"',(_ 

know• so 4-l·don' t ~ need r.to add to the con­
C!- -:::.. 

fusion. 

Host of the people we've telked t.o on this talk 

about a split between Hra. Lawson and Frank 

Reeves. Now, this may have been, you se.id, it 
rr.aybe 

was ironed out or cleared up by the time you 

got there, but was the.t any problem duri.ng the 
7 

campaign? Of course~ Reeves we.s trave~ng with ••••••• 

' 
Wel~, you see, Reeves was away most of the time; 

/ 
he was travelling with the _.Se:nator,-or ahead 

of him1 At the St. Paul conSerence, this ques­

tion as to Whether or not ~1is was going to be 

a thing, and as e. matter of fe.ct, up until that 

time, Marjorie's husbend • • • 
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HACJ:HA .. li: Belford La-v1son. 
w'...f. ,... 

HILL: 13 • • Belford had been a.c ti ve. And thent. Frank 

came in, as I recall, I think, my recollection 

is that Belford got out, and he didn 1 t do Yen):ly 

much of anything ai'ter that. 
0 \',T\1 c. 

---:::;. ' 
Well, you know, as al~ays t5c~ 1 sA yak-yak, 

but 
J.'-"t... I 

~..J~ 'N U"~ 
I'm talking about ~thing• of a serious nature. 

tb.at 
HACKYJ\N: r, fike the people i,I he.ve on this list herei,~> how 

HILL: 

wer.e theJecP&epne chosen? Were they already 

working wen you came on, or how did you go 
±fpe. 

about develop~ these people, ~nat~~of 

people were you looking for? 

Oh, 1-rell, you utilize the key people in these varying 
7 

·(' ..---, 
.. .. ( ·.- -----;/ areas. 

·( .. . . 
Now you te...l{e Arthur Shores; he 1 s been 

. ~: ; -
a civil rights la.1-ryer for a long number of 

years. Host o:f these people were active in 

NAACP, and you either knew them from personal 

relationabipa or ~ough organizations o~ that 

type, and ths.t sort or thinU ~ I think moat 

o:f the key pepple ware gathered by that source. 

Y6u see,~ you might aay6 the backbone of tho 

civil rights movement in the South had consisted 

of a relatively small number or people. So it 

was not too di:f.ficul t to check wi tb somebody in 
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u. , \ {' · \fJ \..c 
sone principal city:£ nnd r,ths. t r;~•Y would imow 

uc~tt~ 
most everybody in the state. I'd say that ~ 

be no problem for \1\ ~ J' thgetting in touch 

with people that you could rely on to work. It's 
-- ) , , ;..- .. w~ .f : _.~\y 

- _.- like this ho ,Y ( ::.:. "' 1 "::. c.~ '' went to the 
J?~~ ;(_ ~r 
~:;ll~~cr'ommi ttee, he 'rJae here ift- ~the Virginia 

Union.$>~ !hey had been doing some work, and 

they wanted something done, so I suggested that 

we got Stragget~::_e vTOrked ~~the campaign~ 
I 

and subsequently went to tae;ommittee. The 

a~e thing was done in all the various states. 

\'lere there any particul.ar groups that you avoided 

getting involved? 

Hell, the:re were groups that you would know 

that the key individual in that, you couldn't 

rely on him, or he was likely to be voting 
~~-'-Y "· 

Republlce.n anyway, or as I c' o~ you couldn 1 t 
:;::::::- ~c"'-lc:l 7 

depend on lhim, or n& "il~~'ns tg ••ybe kick Up.!J ~ 
. Wo...!; ,A. U..d..o'r\(c_t,yt-.0 

There ~~ far example--to tell you the trath, ~ ; 

"}-wanted to make this swing through the South, 

I don't know ~nat all the rest of them did, but 

everything I could do to block it I did, because 
.- I Aol_~ 

I just didn 1 t feel ~ tbatt1we.s going to help 

us. And there were individual sf 1n varying 
l,;..l 

I ou. 
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·Pr-t r'l-
places? jou'd check on ~ soms grou~~ey'd came 

up, they wanted to do this, that, and the othsr 
- - yo ~ ,).. "-"' J . ..C : ,.;~ 

thing,trrnake some check on them} i6u f~t;;md that. • • • 
+ r- ·,eJ. ,..:~i-

Oh. we just stalled alent;{: and 6Q= tP'i to antagonize 
.s~ ',\\ ~ i _! N "f L.o...'~ f"'~n (!) 

them, but on the other hand you t?e""J. yell-.- .. 

How much support wna there for him to take a 

swing through the South 'l 

"'jou mean on the • . . 
Within the group you were working with in 

Washington. 

I don't know. I know the old man was very IllUch--

Dawson was very much opposed to it. As I recall, 

Frank wasn't too bot on .it; I don't know nhat 

position Harge took on 1 t right at this particulo.r 

time/ Jut I knew we were able to koep 1 t f'rom 

corning up. rp.-You see, I bad had too much exper-
w ;..:." ;, : "~ A J c:P1 

ienca ~P 1 t, I mean). I lmow ~ l-re::d real 
C~.Nd._., 1 

well, ~~ hell, I knew too lia!m many ple.ces vvJ...~ r t.. 
; ,c.._ d ... ;.!. !I (J r- :· f . .... ,,.l-f ~ J .. 

~..:.y ju4i-t ~ut!Z!te"d -people. And we just didn 1 t 

didn't \-mnt that kind o£ a flare-up in a:ny 
l"'f)' J, 0 !J ~ !.-f 

conmrunity. That was-Mt the aoJe f511nt;&et . ~ 
/.. / 1'10 

objection to ac-' There's no question but~t 

he could make a bell o£ a fine speech, but another 
H-~tf' 

thing was~ there was no rhyme or rso.son to Wa.t 
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6 Vv 0.. .!o. !) c ,' oJ_j 
the bell he & suppos:e..4 "-to say, and he might 

" just kick up the bucket in ~.\particular 
whc ~ L 'J:K. 

community, Sii:te might be doing fairly wel\!) 
a.t u. ... ~ ,~" 

~ - / e:n,. -i:::Aon!~ 'aaN7.- -Ec e&tl81 we had to ba 

sensitive to not only trying to get the Negro 

vote but at the same tilne not antagonize any 

of the white people in these communities, s.nd kc._ c. e...,lc.l_, 
0...•~ ~o.5e ~~ : t i ~ +~{!) 

~ get around to ~1ng •sa.D~ So it was within 
+o h. i '1 £; 

that framework that I was opposed~ I don't know 

if I answered your question; I think I inter­

jected · , . . 

No, that's all right. How much consideration 

was given to the possibility of Senator Kennedy 

giving a speeCh to a Negro group in the South? 
. \..~ 

I ~ heard of the possibility of him addressing, 

I believe, t~e Southern Christian Leaderahip 

Conference, which met in Miami, I believe, soms 
) 

time in thatperiod. Do you remember thatY 

I don't remember. I remember trying to decfde 

what the aevil we vere going to do with this 

organization or ID~CC [Student Nonviolent Coor­
~ 

dinating Co~tt&e] andASouthern Leadership 

Con!'6renoe. They'd called this meeting in 
(j t \oJO~ 

Hesbville, as I reoall6Aeither Naahville or 

·,·. - .' 

.. 
' 
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1-~emphis~)~ where they were going to--it wasn't 

a atbike, but somet~g or khe nature of a sit­
o.f'Jy!_IJ#l/' 

1n,t¥pe of operation. I mean~ nobody was op-
k, ... ~ 

posed to them doing What they wanted to do, ~ hell, 

all we wanted to do was just postpone it for a 

couple of week3. And I know there was a heck 

of a lot of discussion as to Who in the devil 

we would get to try to get with King and fore­

a tall the darn th1 ng~ until e..!'ter the election, 

~ 
~ can't ;emember now what it was that they were. 

so.:r~ 

AB I ~ £r: the only thing I can think ot right 

aa this ~ment, it was something of the nature . 

of a sit-in type of operatic~ I mean, I don't 

quite remember now Ws.t it wa.s. ~ whatever 
-== 

1 t was, 1 t was just some thing~ if 1 t ha.dn' t 
. / 

been done by that time, we didn't see sny r~~son 

• • • 

'Why they couldn't wait two more weeks. to ste.ge 1 t. 

How ~~ch of an ef~ort was made to get open en• 

dorsements by people like Martin Luthe:r Kin~ 

and Roy Wilkins "I and Wh1 tney Youngj5 end maybe 

even James Fa.rmsr in this period? Did you get 

involved with these people at all 1n this period? 

I d.idn 't get invotled personally, although I 

:·.-
.. . .. _:. ··.i · . ... . 
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know~ that •••• You see, Louis was sittin~ o-..+ o"'c.-
/ 

we were right acroasb''the desk 1"rom each other_f 

)nd"'of course" we talked a heck o1" a lotl!) ~ I 
J / 

know that efforts might be made to get--and as 

a matter of fact, as I recall, Wilkins did co~~ 
• I • '"") 

...tth t b t IT{!)___...---OUt l •.1. a s ta ereent a ou (\ • ss or course, 

King was still playing ;+ c_o 'Z.'f(!) but I lmorr efforts 

were being made to get them, butAas I say, I 
I 

wasn't personally involved in trying to persuade 

any or them to do it. Up to that time, except 
W;~ t•'Ns(!) 

~or a couple of meetings, I had never beenA~ 

~*' __ 1:1, I mean, I knew who he was, I 1m sure he 

knew rr;y name, but up until that time we he.dn' t 

hade too much as sociation. 

How did your operation tie i~ with the registration 

efrorts~- Frank Thompson was h eading a. regis­

tre.tizm o~fice, and he had ~ill!! Arthur Chapin, 

I believe, w-s.s working 1"or hll!m,may'be on the South. 

Was there any consideration of making any ser­

ious effort at registration of the Negroes in 

the 8outh in '60? 

Well, they had a registration campaign on h ere 

in Virginia. I know we cooperated with groups 
?OJ-J J 

that we_re operating registration programs)/' that 
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sort of thing. Then there rlere sorr.e of tha 

organizat&ona, you see, the only way they could 

come &nt in the •• • • Well, for example, 
0.... 

NAACB, ~~local branch, they could participate 

in any or these registration progrf!.IllS6 tnd 
that type of cooperation was given at all tLmes. 

4t.a42'"Bh I don't remember having too much direct 

contact with Arthur during the cempaign. Ot 

course, I knew him before'1 and ho...ve. k~o~N 1--i '"'~ i .... ~ ~ 

jsut personally I don't think r.Q-.. ixcept, 
F;'Noo..J we w~,...e_ 

as I say 1 I ~-=s~Aorking with a lot of 

groups1> and tmt:king with some groups, like the 
w~ ..vc~ 

NAACP branches, and that sort of thin~~trying 

to get them involved~ snd at least get~ the 

people rggistered. Most places, 70U see, that 

was a Short period, because thirty d~ys before 

registration, most pl~ces, the poll was close~ 

I 1m just 't·TOndering ir maybe the strategy was to 

hold back on this, because or rear of losing 

the white vote, if anything really . . . 
I don't recall too ~yJ;fthey hade a rather 

extensive program going on in Virginia at the 

time~A~t I can't re~oboo many places Where 
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re~e~G~~-~bac~. ButAaB I say, there 
I 

would b~ isolated comr.nmitieJ anyway®it vraan't 

a real gigantic South-wide deal, elthough~either 
S.e. NL4-i •M e /' / 

'the year llefore that or sa-....-;-8; ag, one of the 
(>..,.Jc.l 

foundations had given sor;l.6 money 11 some of the 

people were trying to get Negroes Begistered 
~~ c..c-',).r ~c he. 

in the South. f\. rjrJ.e UAACP had started out e~lier, snd the· 

annual camps.igns] end tried to--as a matter,of 
~ .. ..J.-.J...~ s -, ,s wl--~t-e. ~e.y \-:...__;­

fact, clley..·..put.--tJB.:i..e .~-J'- .Johnnie Brooks 

on some years before that, as ~rector of 

r6gistration in the South. 

Did you handle sending materials out to these 

people, as far as canpaign materials . . . 
We ssnt ce.r:.paign materials to groups i-oo }'}~seD 

Waa there any problel!'., as fro:- as funds \vent, on 

getting enough or the :rnaterials out? 

Oh, I don't recall any problem as to getting 

materials. We had a fairly good stock of F~-

terials, as I remember. 

r ­
. -/ 
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~ Jfd/u i [_, S7'f'VGI · ~ (n] 
h"Then ~ Stevenson~was · running , with [-Joh~ 

[:s L> 'h n :S ' c; rt ""v \G.,"" C'--';J . 
SparkmanAon his ticket, I know a lot of the materials 

that went out to Negro groupe wouldn't even mention 

Sparkman. Was Johnson seen in this way? Can you 

remember that being a factor? 

I don 1 t think that v1as goo much of a factor. I 

know this, Johnson was speaking here in Richmond. 

The aarne night he was supposed to speak here, I was 

supposed to speak over in Roanoke, and I came into 

town the day before he was supposed to come in. So 

-
I \o.'ent to headquarters t,o find out how they would 

use Johnson. They were having him speak to a few 

whistle stops and that sort of thing and not stopp ing 

him in any \-.ay in Negro neighborhoods. And so I 

objec~ed. They said, "~'iell this is all set up now -~ 

I said, "Hell, hell, there ain 1 t nothing set up 

that can't be changed." So they claimed they couldn't 

change it, and I said, "Well, hell, I 1 ll call 

Washington and see if I can't change it." And so 

then the guy said, "Well, let me call, then." So 

he called, and whoever the hell he talked to said he 

would follow whatever suggestions I made to them. 

So, as a 
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4-\e.. 
consequence, we ~~de one sto~ver in AChurch Hill 

~ . . 
section over here~ and~other stop right down kr-~ 

on the corner of Second and Lee, which is a 

widely known street so fa.r as Negroes are cen­
t=\ r ,": 0 ·, , , C S 

? earned, _all around, just like St • . lUltoi.."'l!W!:-s~ 
") :J~ ~c:... 

in New OrleenS:il or ~kreer:t Street in Menphis. 
O..N J 

.And so I got a group together that night/\ we 

put on a tremendous telephone calling thing6 

and got all the principal businesses in this 
_;p /.' 

areai to let the people ~ so we had a rep-

resentative coowd out here in the service 

sta tlon for him to speak to. And Jle IT'~ de this 

Whistle stop at Second nnd L£e. Now, I'm sure 

that, a lot of places, things weren't done~ 

because the traditional group was handling them, 

and they were scared to death. A13 a oatter or 

fact, Johnson ~de a very excellent speech at 
+~ K,e.c...~ I' .Vj c:>..Nd_ ~e.,...ybd. y J:: kr-JDW 1.0~ +, 'c. /\J~c/f-o ·-.. 
~~ .f'o~o- ~v ; rJj h i M-- ) 

~~cause the Negroes were leer: of Johnson, too, 

you lmow, so it was important to sell Johnson 

to Negroes. 

Did you get anything like this accomplished 

anyplace else Y 

No, and the only reason we had thl..s accomplished 
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here was because I happened to be here When the 

thing happene~ ~otherwise?even if ha'd have 

cone here, I wouldn't have kno'Wll about it. And 

incidentally, I never did find out what hAppened 
. r&a~cc. + l.'l --

. lt-1 
to the suggestion that I made/\ Harris said he 

talked to somebody, but the Johnson people just 

never responded, he said. I o~ten wondered 

really What hap~ned to respect to that. But 

I'm sure ~~t a lot o~ thinge would have been 

done with Johnson that \ieren 't done, had they 

hsd somebody who had a little different concepts 

about what ought to be done. 

WhiCh states did you regard as being the most 

important in ter.mB of working on the Negro bote? 

Were there eny that you just wrote off competely--

I n:ean, Al.e.b~"na, Mississippi, was there r:ruch 

less ei'.fort in those areas? 

No, I think we operated on the basia that we 

were going to try to carry all o~ them. AB you 

said, now, I think I made a deeper study in 

Tenne3see than I did anyplace else, and I was 

·sure that unless soxr.e drastic changes were made, 

werwere not going to get Tennessee. But other+~~N 

~t, our efforts were sort of uniformly spread 
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around. \·le dido 1 t even Hri te Tennessee oif 6 
but were still hopeful that it might come throueh. 

~.,1-kv...~\.-.0 
Of course 1 we lost Virginie:f? ~e:b =:It ~ 

Did your operation tie in a t all with Byron 

\·fuite 1 s operation on the citizens' group? John 

Ho1~e, I believe, was h~~dlinb this i n the South. 

Yes. No, I had--except sometime s we'd try to 

do something, and somebody would tall you, well, 

Byron White's group's going to do something or 

other//\ f xcep t the..t type of information about i te) .. 
_!!..aybe I can eay.· But we certainly had no direct 

tie '\fi th him. 

\fuat about some of these people that the Kennedy!a 

h...ad working in the 
Uui 1\uu,, c, bo'"tll e] 

--
Bill BattleAhere; [~eph~ 

working in Florida; Ben Smith was in Alabmna, 
0 

some of thsse coordinat~ra they had in the 

states? Did you check with these people, or 

·Hork with them at ell? 

They worked more with Byron or somebody else. 

Now, frankly, I didn't know Bill--! mean I knew 

who he \rtas--but I di<h 1 t know Bi1>11 Battle before 

he cmne in. Now, his bro~her, Joh..Tl, I knew 

real weu.2> because we he.d opposed each other in 
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a Whole lot of these scho~l cases. He'd been 

representing sevoral in Charlottesville, in two 

or three counties and t~gs, so I knew him 

ree.l Hel , "" and ,._or course ,...r knew his deydy? because 
I!) -::= I I (l) 

he 1 d been )leu tenant ,;kvernor. But Bill, I don 1 t 
ever 

~ rememberAmeeting him until, one day, somewhere 
. f';rn~ff-/';.;' 

during the campaign, on some occasion~ that 1 s 

the first ti~ I'd ever met him. Yes, he was 
7 

do"WD here I he &nd Ray Li velekt. A8 a matter 

of fact, you see, they had two headquarters in 

a lot of places~ jle had the regular headqua.rto~s 
../ 

here, with Ray, and then Bill was b.p.,ndling e. 
s e.. yo0 "- +- (. 

4?,.,:_-le-s se~. Things that I 1 d need here in 

Virginia, that went through that organization11 

channel, I worked with Ray. 
I r-l -H. c.. 

What e.bout~~other states? Was there ugually 

one person 1n charge in these states, or did 

you just -vrork with people arotmd 1n different 

citieaf Well, for instance, Tsxae, there are 

a number o£ people listed/\ Dallas, Imuston, 

San Antonio,. • • 

}~oat ot my operations were with individuals. 

For example, in Georgia, I don't th1 nk I ever 
(-5 

went to th& beadqua.rSers.. I know in Tex~ rrr:y-
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:;;;t..r-o.... \I N,S~ 
, -r-' 'y,·r~.., h -IJ.. o' 
/N"•.J-11 "'t"f' J 

~lgt>-en-s were with individuals. Now~ l?u., -i 

did have~conference~ with several of the key 

people in established organizations, citizens' 

groups, and the regular Beroocratic organizations~ 

a..'Tld i.s I se:y, h e re in Virginia., noat of r.ry 

dealint;s wag with Re.y Livelek~ I also metp~ kd "'-'-l. .. + 
~ or two \nth Bill Battle, but Dost oftBJ I 

11als.fi!amimg with Ray Livelekt. In North Carolina, 

it was strictly ~ith individu!la~Jamea St~art, 
? 

and several others, and Kelly' Owen 1n Charlotte. 

I don 1 t guess it was any planned tb.ing about 

1 t, but that was just the way things worked 

out. 

How much help to you 1n the South was Louis 

Martin? Did you work with press people in the 

South, Negro press people, or did Louis do mo·at 

of it? 

Louis did ;:mabtically till of it. The only de­
&1-o"'"'" W~ 

via.tion was when we 'lve.nted to get olJ.. .... IUl I\ Young • • • 

HACKMAN: No~\RG) ' \o~- -:rnu,.;,vcf rl..r. !'t/()~" 
/'. ~ \) ' •. _: N\a. ~' ......r-

HILL1 .. , (~J.~~r ~~"- e.. •~'-<..) ,\rid ~1ia:& ptn•t":oe tt.., I mean 

the (tJor-.Cr.J..5) ~~.t..t-r-~e~\ ~J.... G~.~..·, J ~ 

RACK.MAN: :::J;"""t-~.._\o.u(C.~.u-,le, yes. 
-x r-e. 11016;-;= 

HILL: .14.o we were talking about this thing, and it waa 
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decided maybe we ought to 'uat turn o \,!_ I-'I. ..... .J Young 

over to me. And I went down and had a long 

chat with hiznZ and ~ k:.s ~o'( , and. we 

finally pulled him aroun~ ~ecauae up to that 

time, 1 they had been strictly Republican. We + f-l..~ w~ 
o 1 ... :h 1! e rA H.~.. 1 

were able to swing them around. Butii~~Jl._a~ 

the only newspaper that I had direct dealings 

with, and even then, after I got them to agree, 

I just tnrned it over to Louis; He worked it 

for me; I suppose I had nothing rurtber to do 

with it. 

Can you remember what arguments brought them 

arotmd, at all? . 

Well, I just sold them on our faith in What the 

Kennedy-JobnaonmAdministration would do, as 
Oiichard M.) 

con~raated with~Nixon~and things that we 
I 

were trying to accomplish. And then I was able 

to argue rather strongly against ~ 

Eisenhower. See, we had gotten this sChool 

decision during the Eisenhower administrktio~-­

and I still think that deaegragation of the 

schools ie being accelerated much faster than 

it wa~t\-~d a lot or t~il would have been 

eliminatej 1r the executive had taken a stand, 
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knoc¥~d down the "massive resistance mani!'esto" 
{Ho '1 Y"j -=1 . 1::, 'j rdJ 

that~~~) Byrd~and the rest of them set 

up, that sort or thing. I YJlOW I spenfi--well, 

it took me two days to awing him around, but 
"~..._~\..-t­

we~~ around. 

What can you recall, in talking to Negroes all 

around the South, was the hardest thing to sell 

them on about the ticket, or about Kennedy as 

an individual, particule.rtYf 

I was able to marshall some very good arguments 

a.sainat the Eisenhower Jldministration, and I 

conten{ed that Nixon would just be a continuation 

ation of the do-nothing program so far as the 

Negroes were concerned. And then, of course, , 
1 .r\...e. !tr~tJk.!i.l C, f.'oc~IO V <" 1'1.-J 

we · utilized al~ ·~ arguments, from. Roosevelt1,on 
(l+ ... r ~yS:,Tv-LA~J> . 

up through : Truman" and various things that had 

happened during the Roosevelt thing, and what 

other things had happened during Truman--how 
\..J 

Truman ~stood up when it really took guts to 
'· 

~,... .. ~e.. s;> 
stand, ·I meanf\the ~ stand he did be:fore the . 

'48 c~~ai~~~d all these various things. And~ 
~d as I say, I utilized the do-nothing attitude 

on the part o:f Eisenhower. 1n respect to school 

desegregation£ and even the use of troops--he 
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had no alternative, I mean, it was aitber a 

question of "4-·ra-,JPM.>A.\ e:)~o ~~~+"' ~(.p~-6 ·,st cw+ 

Q t-- ~ t 1r-t.. ~ oi N_) +-o !:.{ ...... ~ ""';tkE.senhower4'e bad to stop 

the line some d..amn place. 
'""-) .JI 
~ remember debating 

,./ ?-
1 I ( ' . ;i ·. r .c- with . W i (_ ._e. I"" down ~~ere in Mobile--
: • 1 •• • 

BACKMAN: 

HILLt 

he was a lawyer from Birmingham~ -/mt I cut him 
. ~~~ . 

up going end. c~rnin~'-liK Athat kind of argument. 

So we appealed to the Negro's faith ii the f'u ture, 

and unquestionably Kennedy did present a forward­

looking viewpoint on things® ~d e.s I say, I donQ._ 

don 1 t think we had2 ,f-- I 1m sure that so far 

a.s the Negro vote was concerned, we lost very 

little of the Negro vote. 

I just wondered if there were particular thinga 

that people were upset about. For instance, he 

had done a lot of speaking in the South, and · . 
-- +i~t-

had some ties w1 tra~well ~ fa.m~_E.s breakfast ~ 
~c.'h..,... M. PcziTeY!:CIY' . .) 

he had with Governor (~~ Pa.tterson11 ••• ·-··-

Well, I don 1 t think I we.sted too much time with ' 

those things. I tried to ~r-r-7- .. them w1 th the 

-:7 
posi ti ve things I could think of<!) AIM- &f course, 

I remember t9o or three tiro.es ~ d.iscuasion4J 
do LJ J 1 . ? 

how you explain this r o...n<: t-~cz,J thing. Well, 
~ -- CA..I-J 

hell, I
1 

se:y 1\ yout1~RJ 4> explain anythmlg !!' you 
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~ Tit r:: a..~ t. a....\wt"-; 
just want to try to explain it. ~ tF..e r t-

s wk(~J ~~;;- · 
~ eom,tiroesl\ (J!)you have to do some things 

\-thether you want to do them or not~ And then 

you could. give some example that would strike 
I 

your mind at the tirne, lJ:r you knew a particular 

individual~vThere he muet have had to be 1n a 

compromising situation6 because there's just 
except--

nothing else that you could do,~otherwise you 

would be very, very offensive even to people 
L P- 'ty,.,.J-,; l 

who agree withfyou. 0~ course, youAspen~ore 

time having to defend Johnso~ because his 

recodd stoo~ out more so far as opposition to 

civil rights. I'mean, he had participated in 

a lot of things, but of course then we could 
+o 

come around(\Saying tb.at t\after a.ll, he had been 
I 

the key ~igure in the 6ivil Ri~~ts Act of 1~57~ 

and then point out also the fact that Kennedy 

was going tJ\he hesidentb and not Johnson. 

~~t about the religious factor as far as the 

Negro vote? I've heard some pepple say that 

this could have been as tmlch · ·a factor with the 

Negro vote as it was for +-k~/cuJ--k,,...,.., "' 
It was with some old-line Baptist minister8 

o\cA·\ itJt.. 
particuJ.arly, and a .fewfiMethodist ministers. I 
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can't say that it-wasn't a factor, but so far as 

most of the people were concerned, you could talk 

to hhem and get along with them. I'm not saying 

there weren't just dyed-in-the-wool typesr they would 

try to raise the issue. As a matter of fact--oh, 

it was theJ'-mbassador to . Frank . 

Guinea? 

No. He used to be in the NAACP7 he was on the West 

Coast, administrator for a long number of years. 

Hell, that's about all I know. But anyway, I know 

Frank and I debated two Baptist ministers here in 

Richmond, over on the south side. ;,re had three or 

four thousand people at this thing. They were--

this real old-line argument, the Pope was going t _o -·,··:· 
;~ -;t; --

. ·. -."'\-. 

run the country and the rest. But gosh, from the . . 
enthusiasm of the crowd and everything else, I me~ -

tpere \''asn' t any question but that we 1 d made the;n look 

ridiculous. 

Can you remember where this statement that Senator 

Kennedy made several times in the campaign, about 

solving the problem of discrimination in housing 

\'lith the "stroke of a perf{y where did that originateJ 

do you know? 

I don 1 t kno\'l where it originated, but it was 



T 
! 

r-­
l 
I 

I 

i 
I 

i 
! 

-35-

made several times. And, of course, everybody 

really thought that it would come out. As a 

matter of fact, that was the argument that Louis 

Martin sold me on coming to Washngton with this 

Federal Housing Administration. 

HACKMAN: It was going to happen right away. 

HILL: You are going to have this Executive order, and 

you need somebody who is interest'd in this type 

of activity--you see, I was assistant to the 

/ 
~ommisaioner--and so you're going to be in the 

key spot here, so far as what's happening. And, 

of course, I remember sitting in on a dozen and 

one conferences, ~ing up drafts of the damn 

Executive order. 

('""";'. 
And t~en finally, the night that they finally 

=--
decided on the draft that came out ~ Bob 
[j'2.c'be..- T C. • Wc>a v e r J 
Weaver/\ and Neal Hardy and I had been out ;.t-Beg.in~ 

( .~ r• I f\ "f J • / o/ r. .. I .. I 6 

- ~-:::_ 1 ~ -Si<ie-I-I-,-T] to some country-- I think it was 

Iron Gate Club, I'm not sure where in Virginia-­

where the FJtA had had an annual deal. And we were 

riding back, and Bob said, 11 Well, now, here 1 s 
(~\ ? , 

what the education~~ budget thing is going to 

be. Here 1 s what it's going to bEi. 11 And, Of 

course, I was most unhEppy; Neal was unhappy 

because all the burden .. ·- . --···-------·· '> ,.-
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was put on FHA end VA [Ve:berans Adr.Jinistration ] ; and 

everybody else had a free hand to continue to dis­

criminate. And then, of course, we tried to sell 

that on the idea that this was just a temporary dee.l, 

and ve ry soon, as the smoke blows away, s ome thing 

stronger would come up. And as a matter of fact, 

the dey that--what•s the fellow 1 s n!ime, Jb'vernor'a 

n&~e that was head of the • • • 

[David L.] Lawrence(-cbv ;d L · L c<"_._...,r~"ct-] ~ 

. . . Governor Lawrence was sworn in, I was over to the 

\·lhi te House for the swearing-ln. And I got close 
I 

enough to the }'resident that I said, 11\rnen are yau 

going to do something for us on this housing business?" 

11 T:.'1ere 1 s still time , still time." And that was the 

end of that because there was just nothing he could 

do. And the only other time tbat--I mean, I don't think 

I se.w him any more ai'ter that . 

But they had this big 11 blow-out"--I recall the 

first one they had, where they invited practically--

they invited everybody who worked in here. I think 

that was the first meal people like that ever had at 

the \fui te House. l1y wife and I were 
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7 
tbere~~s a matter of !act, she got a pictnre. 

J She pushed through the crowd., and ~ Kennedy 

said, ''Ai-f"'- ~~ ,.,_\ J ea.....+-\-o....ji ,.. j ll 

HACKMAN: At the time you went over there at FHA, in the 

Intergroup Relations Service, what was ~e 

situation at that time, as far as),4.~ll, I guess 

Hardy was the;io~ssione~ A~ far as the top 

people in FHA, What was their attitude in this 

whole area? Did you get much support? 

HILL: 

,_ 

+lt~ 
It waa a case of drggging~ along:fl I mean, 

put it this waJ, there was no. • • • ~ c;?( ca-..tst.J 

't~.l. was not only true so far as this area was con-

I\. 
cerned~ it was true of a lot of things that 

Hardy wanted to try to do. The old-line was vt.~y .s \ol.>" j 

very slow to change. I remember a simple thing 
-tks!. 

Like this~ ~e were putting out f\ lists of the 

repossessed houses, but people had to come to 

the FHA office to look at the list. Well, we 

got some feedback on 1 t~ I talked to Neal/ and 

said, "Why can 1 t we Il"'..ake up some copies of this 

thin~ and mail it out to people?" This was 

sent through the normal channels for deter.miitng 

things~ be! ore 1 t came bac~ Oh, this w9.uld 'I 
"tV .._wJ. 'f\.'-. O'f-\..~1'- pt-oto ~,.., D 

cause this problem, that problem/1 Well, I kept 
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bugging lle al about 1 t ~ 9fHe made a speech 
_) ~q~ONL 

somewhere--St. Loui~ or some AiJM'!oZSe pl•oe--
d.D~o~~ 

one nightJ somebody asked him the fre-g~• 
. . . . "L~cl fe~t., 
questioll(l)Ml& ·said~ "Oh, we 111 send 1 t to 

.YoU•" x+ t 1'N.,l_ ~~ t."-~)_ + h.'"l o.f; ba.S,e_ 0p.) l.l.)l,._u.._t ~~ ~~ _Q..(oOI4.{ j. 
. . . . J(J 5~ 0 r.J f!. . . 

so ke came back and bad this s1¢is sonA starr 
conference one day'. ADd he_ aa!d, !'Oh yee.h, about 

this thing. • •• " And the ).1t'a1stant /ommiasione:r 

~ t.S~ J -:. kl'-hl ~ '" /r.J~ . 
~Ol' .f'epossfled froperties end Uie e_ilhN t 'ng, _ -

all the same old damn arguments, now, that had 
4Nt} . 

been. And so I oh~a~ inA -:~ried to ~~~- ~o~-

some or them£ end~ "We~l, we got - ~o -do -- thi-s 

that and the other thlngf) it won't cost all t!P-at 
-_ -::=-:: ::-·:- - ::- . . - -- -. - . . -· . . 

.. - -- --
much." Finally, Neal said,-~ "Oh, godde.mmit, we'll 

do it!" Bam,_~ .. __ 
:.;:,_. ::· 

:7 Then we had the hard 'pr-ocess or getting ·; ·. ' .. 
. ·,-~~ 

the regulations establ1ehed(5 and getting it 

done.9f--And as I say, it was that kind or drag-y0 ..... r--~t...t 
~t.gre:f he:ek attitude, but on. the ·other hand~ ~-~-~ ~ -

. ·-

I had a pretty good worling relationahip with . 
~ ~o;..l.li . - . . · . 

most of them. 1\ /rter I got_ in, the Housing Af? t 
~ ': 

or 1961 came down, and fhere were so many new 

t'e~tures, it was determined· -that the Waah~ngbot?-

staff would meet .. in each of --the six- regions~ end -

-. 
I • :; 
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meet with di!'.ferent looal and reg10Iial groupJ · 

and explain these thinga to thein, And that 

gave me ·an opportuni t7 to travel around w1 tb . · · r ld-
the~ an~et to know them pereonall7~and ~ 
them W~•r to know me personally. So we worked 

up a probably real good working relationship. 

And a lot or ~gs I was able to get aocom­

~aaished without worrying too liD.loh about per­

missionJ on the other hand, · there were a whole 
tktr-

lot ot times you had to get!~ permission to o...c....~! I y 
!::.CJ....~ 1' -\--w~ ..... \cth.~c:loNe.(b Then you weren't doing too 

b .... ~" ' I 

nruch," ~~g.i.nB at- Neal.Ja, wt • , ... 

\¥hat about the other people working in this same 

area in the other--PHA [Public Housing Authority)' ' 

and ~ban R~development 
( . _ J_ ____ _ -

s.nd these . • • 

·Well, I had a hell of a lot more freedom and 
~~~"'- P0 

influence with m:y particular iif?rv1 ce. And judging 
.... . ... 

rrom ~at they would tell me--and I'd tell them 
. -A"-~4 

- ~t we wou~d do ~ this~thatNand tne other 
· · · . . whtl~ I / 

a 
-~ - -- .. 

thing~U.,. they'd give me ell the help they · 

·· couldt so far as ·~ experience and things, 

HACKl-'.t.AN I 

··-. - .. ·­
.. 

.- . . 
but they. would speak of difficulties they had 

.. thS:t I didn't encounter. 

Was this· primarily because Hardy would let you 
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go mo~ on 7our o_'_Gl? Or waa 1 t just the nature 
. . . . 

ot the • . _. ; ·.·.~ ... ........ :. 
: \ " -

HILLI Weil, I . tb1nk, a oombi.ilation or . .ractors. Harq 

was more;;ro~esaive than so~ o:t -~h~ head~~' .. . 
· I.e*- i + t- c.uJ . · · · 

and iiw.w~a little more. And.,.pt course" when · · 
[]'hi I i p N. &r-ow-n Sfle\n ] I . 

[ Ph± lip N. ]~ Bro;ms te in 1\Came in, he waa ~ a 

Ftougher administrater than Hardy.had been • .. I 
mean liardy was a good guy, but he hated ·lllce ... 

- - . ·==::; . . --.. ~ 

·_-:-- i hell to crack ~Ybody's head. · Brow:n~tein waa· 

Just the opposite; kell, he 1 d crack your head 
· ..:..Z 

_., 

- ~--- -· 

--:- - _.-

at the drop or a hat, see, _And so, you got _tbat 

type of dii'ferance between the two . dif.ferent ~ - - ' -·· 

men. 9f-Mo8t oi' the membei•.S - ~!' : the .W~hington ··. · ,.· .... ·. :. 

st~.r.rri:b'~~~r ·c·o~:se, yo~:.~~uld t~~~e- ~~<.--. -- ·. 

OJ J...~~~ in ·W~hing~on·, ~d then ... 

the directors have 
f-\.-.t.y 1-..J~L 

~Qn it ue:sA slow. 

got to carry them out. · And · 

And or ~curse now~-t~e k~7 

~ person in the FHA 
~ .. . ·;_ . 

office is the . ch::te'f under-..... :~ 
.. ---~ 

-~- --·~;; . .:------
·-~--· .. . 

- - _,. . -.- : --

- ·-. ~-:i ..,::. ~-- . 
• • ---:---: • --:...=-· • ••• 

. _ __.... 

~. 

-:-~ -- -- -
··- -- . . - ---=----. 

--.-a·· --- -
. -- -- -:; - -

-~ ·- · ··--

writer. 
.... · . .;. :: --· . 

~--:--

a stinker. And then · there were·. s'everal ' dir..: ;;-. ~-~:~, ·,.~ ·-
. : . ..·. - . -:: . , . ··~ ·:- r - . ..-

ector a ~, ~e had to f'inall7 get. ll1~V:ed., ·y-ou ~;~~::- - ~ ._:. -iiL. 

see._ ~-~·t ~.r them h~d)ivii/ervi·~-~ - st~tu~~ '.· .:-:.-··· ... :~ : 

and that sort of :stuff~ !o ·,-ou coui~' t _.ju~t·.~.:·; -::, · ;_ -,.~·· -_.~­
fire themf" you ~~~. t~ . .f~d ' ~ spo~ ~d tr~s!'er _·:- ~ ·- .. 

- ... --- - ·-. . .. .. ·- ., . .: ::1" . ~ 

_. 

._. - . -. . -·. . . . -

... 

• · · · v • •• ' • · .. • 

.·: . ... 
I • : J 
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them t'rom Seattle to 

-' -- .. . .· : ~- ·. ·· .. ·: ~ . : ... . _: . 

or .haD dang _things.__ ... ·( -· .. 
-] . .... . . . . 

Wa~ "' the·· S~~~ - -~~- -.-~ougher -t~r yo~-- thati . the .. 
other regions? . 

. No. Waring thci whole time I was there 1 • we were 

ver.r fortunate in the zone commissioner~t'd 
. -·-

be the person we had charged with the zone 

oomm1ss1on"$~:b;~~:~e.long2 e.nd ~'1_to ~~ _all .. 
he ~ou~~ to _ ~a:rry _·out t~e -- ~~ctives~·. ~~?'>~. __ 
00urse '2a ~1:11 ~0~~ 4-o 1-kJJ~~t-~ r /'lf!A{\J_ ~~f' '~ -

. ·' .. 

"o...!e~-N( problems. Then, so far a.s dlrect~v~s_._ 
d.41-!N QNd, Cl...lf . . --- --

and things, we got along ~py- well~ tha.tl:> £ut •'tv A.-"'1 
LA_f.~ " c . . 

~ve:P ~~ getting to the impl!mentation of them;~ 

and actually getting particular pro~6ets mov1ngl 

__ __ ·_..:: . _;::z',:_g_:::=:f ~-~ ~~~ ~ or opening up, that sort o£ _thing, then you ha.d, •• • 
~ f-l......_f-~ . . ---.-~:: -~-- -----'- ~ . 

. • . . ~ .l • . • ' \ . 

-~ . 
.. --"~ ,__--- --~.: ._ ~ _ I had a whole lot to do with--at ,~~:-_st:.- =-~:"'~~ ~\:;_~~~ :-~~~ -i_..:,_ 

- ~ . ~ .: ,_ ·· :. ~ ...... --··. - · - ; .... ·. _ · .... :-.:_ :.._:~ ~- ·--- - . . . . ..... .... . ... .. t · 

._ ;~~ ~~:--:~~- ,;i~'-- - a whole lot of people to call on me. I got in.;. __ _____ . . 
- -- - --­

. --

--~ --- -- ·- - ----: ;_=-~-

-~--- · - -

- -- ·""' ~ - :..i-~ 

.. - ·-. 
· ·-

volved in a lot of projects _ that we were tryinlf: ___ __ : ___ . __ 

·to do, and there in tha.t ei~t!on you had a~ ·- .:~ ·:_ :_ -- -~-- . 
• • • • - - - ~--::==""- - -.- · -

fQ . 

many calls from white people~you did--as a _matter 
tlle . -- - -- -------- -----

o£ fact, the builders and~developerf, they would 
~ -...l:\".._.!.Q - - -- --- --: 

lean on yourrather heavily, ~ift! to4 • 
. ·· ---:.. :-:· !..· .. -- .- -. ~ ~ . . 

$P-:And then you had the other problem o~---~J7!ng _ t~ )-' 
_: __ --- :~ -:-__ - .- . . .. · . ... ·-

- - ~ ,__ _ __ . .._.. _ _ - . -~ -· ·- :.. .. . _ _._ .... :.... . - ---- . 

.-:ri! 
~~i -... _ ::·-:-:-

~ . 
I . --_ -=--=-=-~-: '0_ ___ . -
l. __ __ ~: _ _: ~~--- -~. -~~:: .. ::~- .. ::-----· __ .. ~ - ----:----:--·------- --:-- ·--···· -- -- -· .. ·. 

I ' : J 

-==-~----==-- . -- ·-·. .. . ' . 
. . ·- .· 
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de~alop , ~oualns:6 and; at . the same time, · try1.ng 

to develop the concept . . o.t housing outside ot 
. . . ' . . • ~ · : - . . : \~ ... ·' . -. . . . . . - . . 

th& tradi tianal ghetto are~ .tor .Jfegroaa , · .And . 
. ..· .. . ·_. . . . . ' ·. -· ,, : '; .: ... ,_:_;-_ ~ ·'; .. : . . --; ··; .. . , ... .. ' . . "'. 

so, aome~imes, you're almost .working at. oroaa . 
-· · ~ - .. 

purposes . wi ~. yourael.r~ and ~t ~ort ~~ . stun. : 
How llDlo.h did Weaver push his commissioners . in 

thla this area'/ Was he ahead and out there,u 
. . Q.o ...... l~ . .,;_ .. 

fu as thia waa conoerne'\!> ~ 41-dA.you take thia ·. ·. ·~ . 
· -~ . · j · . . · · U,ooke 'rl•fY1C.Gt"o...u),JJ .. 

_ ~-~ :~.~=-. . problem to . ~~~ o~ to ~ McGr~~ wo . was. ·:.•· · • · , 

IILLi - __ Well, ot oours~ I had oona.tant relationship ·. - .·-;· · · 

- ~-~ - -- .· --------==::::: - -

-: .... ~ ----:-: .~ ; 

with McGraw. To be very ~ank with yo~:; · I think 

Bob oould have dona a hel~~-ot a lot more than 

~.:,:: .. -:~~ · he did. Now, let me say· t4~1i. ?e. was sensitive 

:;~~~:;~ ' to the probieml\·~ h~· w~-=-:ensitivella.ll . right-'1 
.. ,_ . ·---- ··- / . . / 

·--~ 

·--- · - . . ---- ·-
- . - ---- ~'\ . -____ ........__"'~!". --- 4 

to ft~ and · I · think he was trying to worki-,iut ·:: . . : ~:.: ·: .. : 
. . .. .. _ .. _ en . . 

I think 'that he took too gra.dual ll appr?aoh to-- · . 

:::.~ , · ' -~ ·, · the thing . .. I _ mean, that t s where I have seriota 

~- -~~~'_; criticl~ · ~r him. For ~~le, up until ju;-t ... 
. no 

,:---· - :· ~-- her~ very. recently, there. ~~d been~r~~ec;>2- c: ·:::_,.:-·=-:.:.; : .~ 
· or extension- · . .. . ... . ~"' 0"(!) _, ,

1
) 

- ·. _ · ~ gaJ!iza.tion~o~ . . ~e · ~I1te~gliapp. i;_e~tt.1o _ . ~-.l&W 4-ly._r- ~';/.~ 
- ~--.~~~ < ·. · .. ·· . --~.8 ~·~~- · . th~ · i'ir~t housin8 agencyf t~e Has .. the -·. : 

- - - · - · -~ . ~o..-'1 ~~ , 
·· ~ - ·- .- first .. to have this type or service. -- And ~'• -- - -\':!. __ 

.. . . . ;- :.;-----. . . . .. , - -- - · .... . . . 
--- •• 4 

1 t too~ .,on in·· Washing~ on, · all the other agencies ·: ·:· . 
. . ~ . -. - - -- . . . - . 

. _ . · - ·~..::.,~ ~-~ expanded and got wa:y beyond it, and the intergroup .:. ·-·~ -
- - .. • ---:--: .. _. 7 --·. - - . -·~ .~ --- . ~ - . ·-.: ·- . 

I -. . . .. . . -..... ~__::::::: ~ -. .. ... ... .. ··- --- ..: : -~· .. 

...._. 

I_ .. · . . ... 
I ' :; 

· -·- -· _ , 
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~ ~~--
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- - -- ---: =-~ - ·-
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_:: .:__::~:Hmf--
-- ··· ··-------- - - -· -- -~-. - ·- - --

' --::7 --=~-
-~ ; --- .-

... -~ ~---=-===- '. -r-
. ----..:....:=.= -.::..·- - -=-·· 

. -- : :.::=2:!.7.· -~...::..-_· -
· =,~":'":-~~ --- -· -- - ·· 

··-------;: . 
....;: 

----~ -----" ··· 

. - -~-. -. --~­-----=---- -___ . _ ..,. . 
. -- · - · ·:- ~=~-s;:=-. -~~-
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SeNt''-~ 

~lation!W.,f\ in the ;{O~a~g, - which 'is aa aen-

a1t1ve aa 81l1' ~ield - ~vol~o~ in··-~· pro~lelrf 
jnere Wal no e'xtens1~ 'or 1 t~ no..: expansion qt . .. 
1 t. And durlng the rirat Je~iii\al.r ~e~ ; __ · .. ~ 
everybody wu moving out, he could and · ahould 

~ e.l c.o tJ C4J tvd... 
have made it~ch more viableA~aa,M"Hi! ~eeervice. 

~--~~ 
Well, IAJuat follow the usual . line ~t all 

'buuocrac1ea are aoou.eed or' or jus.t increasilig' 

bureaucra.~y1 jut it wM. ~''sre.at ~e~~ _ror r~_ 
. -

more people. 
\J do~ .. 

Was this prppoaed fi?vi4o - , 1n effec_t, by Weaver, 

or at what level? ·· /) ·. : __ :~·· :.:: .. ·: · .· 
. ~ i . . 

Well, I don't know what · other level, bu~ . I never - ·-'--· 
. . we..eu~e..t- 1~ - - -•1-:...·wus . . 

thought we hadT\-~- ~gins to 'J:old o~ aAJ.~J.4_~ __ 0~ 
{e. hv...\- \-, - . - . 

recogniz~ this, be-eanse we ~re gibing to just,-.:., . .. _ 
II 

wait n t-Thlle, that type of answer. -- . - -... ~ -- - -

How about . .Tack Conway? did he get involved in . ~~~--~ . 
·. ·. :. ~: 

this who~e thing to any degr~e? 
. . . : ·6j- p>U.'<"S_C) .... · . .. : 

Not too much~ _to . my_ ~o~le~e-~ ._}fow':A~~~~-~,.~~~.,~~<;_. 
.Tack wa.a, 'yo~ lm~:W, :a .. go~d guy· .yoU -~C;~~ .lo!O~~S_t ·· .:·.~:c~~: 

- - ~ - . . .. 

with on anything that you wanted to·· ;u·t ._ t;o: .. ~{~-~~~~~~- ~- -::~ 
... ··.· . ... 

The only problem I h~d with .r~ck ·,iaa that solD&·-~----.. ·"' 
. ~at\ . . . . ~ ... f.J cl e. ... ~ o+ +~ .. : -:~- ... 

people out in--~the t~cmator, wCQ1A hQVil \>&Qll 0 . _· c :: . · 

. .. ~!>ngresaroe.ni;.'Stl>Lo~s,~· ··~anted \a r~p_l~~c-e - Wh~~ --~~:~· .. ::_· 

. - .. 

_ ] _ -. . . . :· .. 

··- -~- -.. :: . ,' ; .. -
• ... ! ; 



--.· ... 

• "T 

~ ~ ··, 

· 'i 

· · i-,. 
.., ....... -

. . ~-. ..... . . 

• ,, .· 

. , .or • -44-

they oall a zo~l~g gro~p relations a~visor ~ho happened 

to -~~ h~adqu-~ter~d . ~~ - ~~:.; Lo~i"~ ~~yered t~~ . 
I . ; ·. . , : - . . . . : 

pr five states in that are~ I ~~~k -the ·position < 
~ 

that i! these people have to look .. over the s}?.oulder 

everytime there's any kind of 
. /. .· 

change in;:dministration, 

why they are' going to be very ineffectual so far as 

trying .·to press anybody in a sensitive ·area .like this; 
. . ·r - ____ _.. . . . . - ~ . . - - ---- - · . 

and that the /dm1nis.tratio~ should.' fnsist that 1 t be 
._;_: · r , . •• - · 1 ~ •• • · I 

untouchable as long as they're doing their ·work--

.. ---~ . .l mean, it's not touchable for poll tical reasons or ___ --;: ~ :..: ..... --· . . -- - -~=~-:": ... ·. ·-. . - -- - . 

And plus the other~~actor that the guy 
· ·: ¥.~~==-~ 

;;_~that they wanted to replace him with, those of us 
- -:'!I -"'.:. 

-"~ ~ - ~~~~~~ound Washingt-on happened t~ · lrnow him because he 

· ·-- --- ---~--... ~7 --'~· had been deputy fie corder of deeds in Washiggton 

: -- ~~,~:·.~·~:=th~ he w:::~:r::1n:0 t:e d~:~::t·t:::. he H:·:~:·d~:t-
:r=:=-:::g:=:::r - --~--:::-;~::£..-·. - - :_: - - .. - -~-: 

.. -~ ~--=--llot the kind of person we wan1;·ed .. ·on that kind of job • .. 
we had .. t~o ~r~~,~-~~-s ··f~;; .. -~pp~·aing him ~ ---- · - . 

'; -~·:.::::::::::::::. .. -. -. . -:--:: . .:.._L:_, -~:- -. .:..- · ·.- .--: ..... . 

And, 
. . . . ·- - - . -- . . ·. . , . . ' 

of course, as I say, Jack .would · get on ·me J .·.: :· · 
-~ - - --~- -~ . 

· . : · . -- ~~ -~.--;very 
, : ___ - --- . . .. ----.... . 

--~·- ·- .... 

now and . . the.n_, ._ you know, ·because they were pressing, 
... ·::· ~~ .;~..., . ~ .- . .-. ;·.·=-.: : -. . :::::: :=.;..:..:::·---:: __ -- . 

~-- - ·--· .... -·. : ~~~ .:-·=>'~-~-' . -·.·.,When 

aa:y, 
. -- . - --·· . ---------
__ .: .. -::-=- ~-- :_; ·: -~- ::_- -

. ,; . .. . - - it." 
. .:.~ ·- --

<:.... - . -- - - ... 

- .. . -: -~ - ~~ -~a. ':. - · • 

... 
- JOI ..... 

- -~-~~~~~ -

-- -- -- - - - ··.---==--.=........ .. - -

._ ·-- . ·­---- ·---

are you going to do aoriie-thing about this?" I 1 d 
- :- :-:::::- --::-.~ ~- :-- ---. -~ •:;: .... ··.-

"We're working on it, Jack, we're working on · 

But I was able to ~ell Bsal on the idea that · 

..... 

... :-.. ·~-~-.-.... ·-· .. 

-.-----; ~-= .. -:.-- ----· 
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i j 

we would not do - anything. He said, "Stall them aa 
/:'"' .<: . . -

long as you can, man, until we have to ·make a showdown." 

So we were able to stall· them, and .I t inallJ .went up · 
. I 

. . ~ ( t ·• 

to the Hill one day and sat down with this--I''ve for-

gotten this /ongr~samoman 1 s name right now. 

HACKMAN: Leonor Sullivan? 
... 

HILL1 SUllivan, yea. · I sat down with her. I didn't 

give all my reasons about fiis guy but "just tried to · 
-- ' .:. ·. t. 

point out the fact that we oughtn't have to do 
. ... - , . 

anything at this ~-~~ We .stalled her al~ng. And 
• :1..._.. .;.. ___ -~~--

. -~=...: -~~-after we were ilble to stall 4_~r a.lo~-' the Senator, 

... ,~~ -he was more of the same. They· ·~ appealed to him, but 
=::;-""-~ · 11~~ 

. .... ~::- : ..:=~- : ·.:i , ~.-he was just riding along w1 th~~htever she did, And 
-------~ ---· 

- ~ ----;.· . . . 
we were able to say, 'Well, Mrs. Sullivan is satis-

. ---------

---- - . - . . 
- ... ~- .. · -· Symington wa~ involv:ed or not • . ..· -

·-:·. - ~ --
---~~~AN.: - Did anyb~·dy ·at , the . Whl te HOU~e . ~eve_l get involved . 

-- - - ':" J 

Any phone calla from the 

White RouseY · -- --- - _. ---~-~- -~ 

... ___ ._,._ .. . _ . 

. . 

-------~-
- ....... - -----· . . ·- . - . 

- ~· i : ~--·· : . 

I • : , ' 



...._ . . , 
- -~---~ -- -

-- -
-~ 

, . ._ 

.._ -

HILLt 

HACKMAlil 

HILLs 

. ' . . , 
- - .. ··--- -

: 

-46-

Oh, yee. You'd got phone oa.lle, and you'd got ro• 
/• 

{~ .. :.· ... . ' 
terrale, oocas~ona.lly~~not too much, but rou get 

them. 

I just wondered Who at the ·White House was in 

housing. T9ey usually have • • • u- e-e c~ lP~ t 1c:...:J 
Well, Lee Whitetfor awhile. I'm trying to remember. 

It see~ to me like somebody else before him. I 

really don't remember right now his .nm.n~.· Bl t aa I 

B£!:1, I don't remember, so tar as I was · concerned,_ 

ot getting tar too much pressure from the Wh1 te House, ·· 

-~-:.-: ... ~a , .,.. 
- but I know those things could be. • • • They took 

,~L:~;;:: 
-..::~ - . . -

--==; · 
. . :: _:~-=-: -----

-~---- - -~-="'= 
.. -!..: :: ::..: :.. _ -
• 4 ' - ... . - ...... ~ -

- - ----~::---· 

_ .. ....___...,..._ ............. 'Op • 

the view--they wouldn't p ressure us too muchJ they 

just took the view that t h ey would send us over views . 

they had--a. report 1 I mean. I don 1 t remember there __ 

was ever a situation coming up where, liThia ~a got 

to be done" type of attitude. I don't remember 

---~ - ~~~~ - that happening. 
--.: """" - - -· --- . ·. - . . 

. .· .. . ··:. 
:-_· .. - ·~ -~· : --:. 

---== 

. -- ----·- ·- -
- --~ ·-- -- ---

"! -~ :ii .;.--=-::.r -:- -

-~1·-=- =~ 
~ - - -

.. -_-·-----=: =--- --

----- ---- _ _ ; 
. --- ·-:.- ---~ -­

- - -:.::-~ 

-- -= -

--~ 

·.·. .. . ·:.: : . -
. . 

What about employment within FHA, after the · Equal - . . '": ... ·. 

Employment--that;Executive order~-came - out? . . \t~~· ~·th~;e:, 

·much accomplished, did you feel·? 
. . ·. . . -~ . . : ~ ·. :~ :·:: . . .·. 

. . . 
A little •• · Not anything l,t.ke. as mu.ch aa . .. .. . .. -:. well, . .. . . . . . ~ 

a.t first, it was really slow, but f inally they got ft.· 

accelerated and b egan to gain the directions . . . ·. 

... ·' ... . . :,; 
... · .. 



.. ' , . . 

.-
. : . . · 

b ~ the hot that thef U.S to ..U a bettu 

abawbf • Thtr kept •bcwlD; the offit!e ~t ba4 aw 

. ~~~on; aDd then fina1lY it g-ot to • point when he 
._· .. ·, . ; __ : __ ··:. ~ . - =.. . . : . .- :.: .~--- = ( ~ . : . . ., . • 

.. baa lrverYbo41 z--.llr tiyin9 ·. tc. tceut_· ar~ •. · · ExCept 

tor a -~- typl•~le~lc - ~ob~;-- 'i1t~ing., .:::~f that ~~. th~ 
. .:.- ,.. . .r • '." . . 

Y7 

other jobs, it wa. really a case ot we were :havin9 prob-

·? 
lema abOut trying' to till them, ~d ao forth • 

But overthe tiv• or 11ix year ~. · they had enoUf1h 
. ,.; 

·-=--::::.=~ . •ens• to get ene>ugb 
. __ -~_: : ~~~rf1-~--~~~j.~~-·wa& much bettar• 

. ~ ~--~~-:_:.-~-;----= ~~~ : -~-~~·::_~ 
- -- - . ·. : · :-~. 

done in good tima. In any c~~· 
- - . - - -

They haven • t Jnade a whole t.ot ot 

---- -· - ---=--=-- - - -

~!Ia· :·= :· I ha~ read. • • 
· :~ 

. - ~ --- .. -.-~-: 

HI~;E1;..As a matter of fact. they even -made a Negro director. 
·-' -~~- . .. -~-~~"-- 7 - . ' 

~,~~~~now, for the first time, a n=~~ IJUY called A Youngblood, 

, . -,~,....~ - . - _ Now, he came in during the time I wa.a there in the 
.... ............... -- --. 

_ ·_~-~-:: '· c- ~- ~ General LCouneel 1 s office. a l~wyer. He work~ Up, and 

. ·;"~~ :-~-j:::i~ got a call. th~ othe.£ day that he had been made direc-
~~-:_.-:~- ~-- -':_· · . -· . - ·--·--- . 

-~~-- :-= :~ . ... ·"~}or of-tlar .Washington office~ .-·- . 

. , ~~;t~;~~-i had read in o~e~or~d~· '~hat 
- - · . 

- --:-.. -~ ---~· :. ··~.Kennedy and t wondered if that · 
: ''=': .. ~·-:::.:: ' ·: . . - . 

-- -- -
. ··.-· ---......: . --~-

.. - ;--:-- -=--- -
- - - ~~ - -': 7 · - · :,_ -- - .· . - --... - . - -- ·--- : --=- -

.-~-

.:-=-~~- =-~ ~-~~-;;:--.-::· . 



:. ,/_'i:: .. 
, ,.:, 

: 

- - -·-

,. 

IIILLt 

\ 
I 

BACICMUa 

HILL I 

· .:.=;, 

---~ - -· 

.. . ;• .. · 
~,·.::·:-: ... . ' - .-~- ... ~~ __ ::. -

. --~-

.,,a . - ~ 
'""So . -'-'-c-

. ---~ _·.::__:-'-___:_- . 

. _.:~~~_::_:::-,~ 
-...;~ ..:·. ~-~ 

--~ -__ -- -~'" - . . -.~-- - . 

. .. --=~ :·_:· · 

-- --::~ - -~=--~---··- · 

. - ---- -
---~~~ 

. . '"-'.;.~ . .. ,-----. 
- . :.~:-:.-=~- ~-::. 

. ~. ~:: ~------~- ·-

":"=-~ --:~ _: 
- - - ~--- --- · - ---. . --~---.- =---

. . ~- . : . 

made aay c!iffannae in tbU uM that you cou14 .... 

1 ~ there ~ t?--a fellow JUUDed ~~ s.-,~ 
[~~ 8, Ccts~ J .Jr•JJ · · · 

CUhl\~ .. • .. tell~ .n~ -~ -~ . .. 
. . . . . . . . {" · . . 

w!..u, in Plm~ there ~, -t?~h~ and·_ there wa• (~1 .~.f9-.. 
L~ E. -=feYYeYu:JJ . · :.- ' .. ' . . · · .. .. . · ... 

Perrero,.i and~ ·~ : · ahi/lp ; . ~.'(~~ .. 
11. vey nemiod [~toney~, • • · 

Maloney; nama of Phil Maloney. Well, they were what 

we~-• cal~ed. th~l ~loyment pPportun.!~Y off~ce.ra_• ___ , 

. '!'hey bad a re&ponsib11ity, really, under the ~~~ to 
•, . -~. ·'-

r . ~- -. 

eort of thing e . 'llthotigh they would COOpe~ate with , 

ment out was with personne~~: ~-<-" .. 

And then another thiri<fi'··-there were two or . three 

times When we had freez~s . on ~mployroent. Then we ran 

to a.nother--dur!nq one of! theappropriation bills ____ _ · Ullh-cr7 ~~ - ···.--- - -__ ,__ .·. -----

s;,~~tor~J __ 'l'll~s(/~,~4~~:~ ·-:_o a filled , · .. . 

figure,aand by the time he injected .this t!qure into __ .. . 
. • • • • ._ • - --....'l'!l -· - --·- .__.;..~---- -- -----

. . ··:·· . : · . . --~- - - ~· = · · -: ·-~- \ ·>~~.- ~-: ~:~ .:~,~;.;:~-~- : -· . . 
legislation, _. we .. were · : :ovej:'~t;_~:- .s~ , -~~-ai:. ~.m~arit th~t; _\ttt :.,-: ·c"~'='" =-

'ha~ t0c6me ~1~ :'t~:- ~ ~-figura.·~ . · ~rid ;~~ ~ ~ad :a.~l ·~~ -.:·~ _::::.~.~ ~-: 
·kin~ ~~ f~:l:~s·~~--~~--:~t1-t --~-~-:-~ihe conq·r~'-~ ~i~h ~~~~:; · ·~:- ___ 

-·· -- . . .. 
·····- -- ---~---r--_ - : _ - -_~: - . . . · - . ..: ·· . 

- problems ·o'ti .. ~me --
. ":'" . . - . ~-. . ~ 

-----· ·- ----~===· .. . ----~- - -

-- :.:.. __ ~ _;;...-,__ .. _ 

. ...... ... ... - . .. .:..~ --- ... .. . 

i - ·-'--
t . --~ ----- -......,..._.-- - - . 
"- --~ --- -- --·- - -·-·.-··-·· -. --':'--·--·- --- --. .- .. --·---· ---- - _ --.-·--T .-·-

- _:_:__-::~~ . . -
· --~--~-· . - - ---- . - · 

-- ·-.:-: ....... -·· -

·, -

. - -....... . 

- --. ..... . -~- -.:...· "'"- · - ~. - - ~ ... 
""' -- -- -- - ---- -- -- -- ---

,;.:- ' 

. .. - - - :,.-__ -. -- · - :.~=--=-· -- -- · -
·:· . 

. 7 

. ~ . .. 

· .. - .. ~: 

. .: . ·- ~- · 
.. . :: . -
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··· . : 

. =-..... _ _.._ 

~~-
Whl' c1o you th~ he waited ao 1caw to wiu that 

' .• 

HILL.S_ . I . ri&ily ~ia·~ knOIW.·. ·· 0! -~oUae, ~- vu, u J . 

un4en~4. tr~~dou··· oWo.t.t!Oai to_ it~ You ~· .... 
Va,ry!Dg ciic1ea.~4 thait• of cour••• thet ail _t~Ud 

. . 

generally pretty ltbaral. 

Congreu was wonied.·· 'l'hey called ~-::they 

'7/ 

•tarted a 2~2143 ~~~a&m. ~4 then _~~ •• VUt ·;;&,~rl_' · ' 
. ~. . ~ .·. 

' ' . ·_ ·: ... --~~~~~: .. 
naac! tor JnOt'a publ to housing, and. any-of these •PPX'o:f:·•·· 

- priatione to · make them pay more. . ~ . 
·.:~~~ -~-- my surmise. And then some of them. some of them~ 

-:::!! ., - • I • -- • •· - • • ·- -. ! • :_ • • 

~ 

..:.;;; -·. :-· . . . -: 

·: -~ ~-:--=-_:-~~-wouldn't talk. but on the other side there waa a whole 

_ .:~~~~-~~-lot of talk about varying PeOple being- oppose~ - ~~ - -!~~ -
----- -·-. -- . - . . . -------~~--------=-- - -- And of course, the idea at first was to try to g-et·. 

.. 
- -~ 

-~~~~~:: a JDUch st~ge~~ec~tiv~ ~~. . -==-·=---==-~~ _ 

· HA~-t ~:=::';.Did ~hel,xecutive ord.er_ c:~~· ~our j~ -~- ~-- ~~~v~- -- :· . ·_. .- _ 
·-- ----~ ·· __ - .. -:- .. . -,. . · :· . - -~- .- - --~ . . .. . - · -~ _: ~-- · - ::: ... ·::.: . :- .:- _. 
·:· _ :.:. _- -~;:=you JnOre leverage?_ ~ow there were_a 1o~~f ~o~~!~t-~~~~ -- -~ 

-.,,. _:: :i~:~: :-;~ -~=-to tha way- it was written, . but ~i it ~t all eff~tl~~ -.. ·=,-
. . - ------,--- -- .:.:. -- .. ·-. ~- .-~- ---. -. -:-·-· :_:.. ·._ .. :-:.· : :., -~ 

--- ---- -- - . . 
- ~;~-"~, --- But on the other han~- it did · 1ncre~sa · 
-~~ __:, --~-..:t 

------
-~ --- ·-.--. --- --- -
.. ·:.c ·.-- '!~-· .. :-. -

; 
·- ·-~ -----·- -

.. 

-- - -----.. 
- --~ - ---

... 
. -· 

. .. ... - . -. -· --

· < 

' • ,."" - · • • ,: ' • •. r 

.": . I 

- .· ,· . !~ 
_ . . \ 

• .. --- ·_:.~ . ..!.' .. 



· .. 

. . ·~ ··-

.. ... . -
;.:· ·· ,. . __ 

· .. ·· 

-so-

· \ the amount ot work that I had. to do~ · ~IAYM 

,-ou 're trying to develop. w8.ya ot making it· 
·.· ~ .. --~ . . . \ - . . ... . . 

wor~~-d~ -~~tib;~·_·the . ~~-~-1~un nrl.ie.age out' ot : 

n(3and '!'-r.~rt ~~ ~~: ·· ~;s~r~ tremOndoua 
. . . . 

amount or complaints on it J moat of them ,-ou . 

eoul.J!n' t do anything wi.t~ beoauae they dldn' t 

·tit the requirements. But thenAeven When you 
~,..~aJit . 

~ did have· ·tactual situations WB1 eh~eame within .. "- . . 

. ·· .. . -~ .. - ·--· _: the scope ot the ~rde~~ - yb~- had a hard time~ ~.:.._=_ :_ 
.. - - -~--=-~ ~- _. J:_OU h~d to star~ali o~er ~ain, . dbi.J~~ __ ed~ea_tJ;tlg ... _ .. · __ : 

· ·-:-. __ ........ · .. -- _ .. ~ of the · directors and everybo4y . wh!£;~ in their stat! ~ i-o ... :-~ --:._:~ --- · ·_: _. . . . ._.- :,:;.~;,.,.,-~- ~...:r -::..-·:-- -: · ----· · ... :.,.-~.:-:-.::-::. ··· 
:-~-~:~---~.=:::~=-- · ~at to do, and. then they ~~d_jHe tt:-~ thing ·-·-·.·-; 

-~ -:.:.--- -~- --- .-. · -

- - :~;;;;;~_.- ·_-- .· .. ~ up so many dif'.ferent ways that 1 t l-Tould get 
. ----- ---

~-~~~~- stale, and~th~t sort of thl~g. 
-~= = · -HA;_~.::~ Was there much disagreement, or discuaai'on · --: .. -- · · 

· · ~ :-_~~~~-~~~~~;_: at the top level in ~ abqu~ ~~w broudly you --
. · ---~ 

·--:_ :~~ could interpret this thing; .·-o~ was it fairly ---·' :·:· ·.· __ ---
. :-~ . . .. 

- · -: . :.. . . -- -· :.__ _ __ --- - . . • . - -- ·- ·-_,.: ..=-____ _ 

. · . ..: . · hard ·to ~efine? . . . . . _ - _...:...... __ : - - ---, - .. 
_ __ :· ... ..,· - · - .- . _Q~.~..~-t-~N5 I,.<JO"'-\~ un.e.... ~P~--- :' . - -~-- - ---- -.- ~ - -

.- . -. '~ :· -Iri:~~?· .well. I~ 1!Ue li'·a ·F~.QYJ.d gel, ~'"1t,.-as_ ~9.- w}l.a t .~u - · .. ___ _ 

-~-. ~ ··~-•.:;:.,~,~:~~~~1:8: -~:;::~:: :::a~:t:;n~:~~~f~~ :. ,~~ ,-_ : . 
.... :_ -· ---:..-::..=;.·- - - .-::..;...;.=.;:-~~ · - ; _...- ...:.......!. .:.. . " .:. -- ~~-~ _ .. : . · ·· ·- -•• ~..:-

~ ·_:: :-:< -~~~:.-_:~~~ -that sort or· thing ... ~ I thi~ getttng thitlgs 
0 - • -:: :.::.::::======--=-==-=':= =~ . - - -- - ---- - _ _.;. _,.._ .......,..s.....:..:.....:.- ;; .- . .. .8""-=.-

done, getting th&ngs chan·ged=-t ·o ·comply with_ .. . ------
-- ·-----~~~ -~~- - .. 

- . - - · " · ~~,- ·;.~-- ~ -~ -~ . -_ _ ·_the objectives of . the order was the biggest 
-- -~ -= ·- .::-:_ _ -~ - _=-=---- . 

. ----- . ----··· - . 

. -~--:- -. ..;.~---
. . 

· · ·-· .; .. - .. :.. - • • -· - -· ........ _. _____ ___ _ _ .... ... · --· - . 1. ... -- - · 

~ . 
- -~·-- = ... _:-:-._--

- - - ·. - -----.. . -- --
-- I 
i 

-- ---.,. ':"----,..---, .. -. . . 
. ·: ~-- --~ ~- .:: ·...:. 

··1. . 
- . -~~-~-----~~-- ;~-~---··- ----.------ .-- - ·:· 

--- ... . ·. :- ·; : =·; 

. -. __ . --- - -=- :::;:--=-=--~ 
. - - - - . - . --=::-:-:-_- -.: . 

..... . . -. . ~ .. •• • - • •• •• • · - -----.. - - - • - - : 0 

.. --- . .. . -- . · ... - · 
.... - ·:- . --
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problem. .I mean, 1! it was a ol.ear-out violation 

or the order, nobodf. ru. ~ oppo_a•~· - :·_ But th~re 

were so ms.n,- instanoes wh~r~ ~-- --telt that. it .-:,: · 
· .. . ~: =:= ~ ·.. . . ·.· . • 

we did things a little dutereiitiy-~ -. "or" ·ir· we 
tried something else, we woul.d be withingthe 

l 

sphere of the order, an_d you woul.d a~ill be 

~~Jf,_~ - doing an etteotive job in -FRA. You · s~e~- ~M'• 
·. Out.r- · 

the att1 tude --oa -tt ~ ..... there(B wa.Jt a:d9P sJ 1, 

this iis a busine~s operation; you can 1 t disturb 

the business operation too ~ch, and all that . ·.:,...._ . :.= . . - .·.,_ , 

-~ -~-,~~~ ~~~-~-' - eort or stutt. They were mo~e concerned about==-=.~--- ------= 

-- -n~ - - ~'i~ - the attitude ot th~ moz,;fa~~:.::',--~~ .th6J' were rAao~f .. · 
. -~~ a lot ~hi-.gs. e.<- ,' ,..oi..,'J;l-<.JL_(f-0---:=-:· 

. ~ -- kc.U.t · rl!.~ ~_1Ier ;:. - C:? 
-- ;tJ'.A'lm:til~t:=..: You~ inenti~ . briefly~~Ji-eG~vernor ~ ' I··l._-:·_-

. · · ·· · · · . :c .. ·-::::. : c::: Lawrenc~ 1 s co:mni tt~e)~~".'il;:~ :fre ai dent appoint6d~ 
·:: .. ~·-- Were these people any help -a.t all to you, un- -

-_ _:::a --~---

~~- . ::;e:::~v::~:::t~v:; t~~~~~~~,~~~::,::: ·:~- ., ·. . ·.· . 
: -·~-~---=----· '- . . -- _· :;_ -,_. __ ·_ -: : _· . :. _ .. _. __ · -:~:.< __ -~- . . 
-· :-- .-~~-- --=- -- mus ole 1 · And. they didn t ~ · ):iiiv·e"· ve·ry -much or a~-~~~f.;=:·~-'"' ~::::~~ 

•. - ~~;~~ "-''"'-~- .. b~~-e~. ~~· i ~-.. w~~,-~r~' 'ot: . ~~!~~-~;,h;;;jung~-~ -- ~-_,,~~~ 
---· ··-: ~~~:: --~~~-~- o~:Jat~~n, _so 1'~ a_s - ~ey_ ~~~:.:~-~:~~~c~~ed.-_ . . The_,- ~ - ~-- _. --: ___ _ 

__ .:;_ __ -· --==:=='!-,:.:::,_ ,: _- ba.4_ 8. rt:rw -oon~ren.oe(!) one :·fr.r Boston, -one in -----.~~ ----
. . . . :..: --~ . ~ . .,:_ . - - . . . - .· . . 

CJ:rl~ago, one down in St. Louis. . And we · got ----· __ ,_ .. . _ ._. -

aDOthe;. group aJ{e' / i ~~~ -~ ·'-"I'~~~~ C(Ni kf~ -~-~t--OV~~ ... . 
--~~--

. . ' 

-~-- .... --- -- '--- .__ ........ ' 

.:. ,.._ .. 

L ... ____.___ ----~- -· ·: 1 ---- - -- --- - - - - - ·- ••• , • . ; :·?'; 
-- -------~-----'-'-·-:- .· { 

:-- - -- .­- - ---- - - . :_.· ·. ". - .. 
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BACKMAN• 

-sz-
~r­

in .Balti.more. But outeide one . or tWo ~edtioationu 

things ot that naturer _it w~ Ju~t ""- uhuffl~j f~tr() 
!5ifiw; · -Not that I don't think that the individual• 

l4lo were in the job wanted to do more, _·_but ·I 

just don't ~nk they 

There's one other series or questions here, and 

th11 is a back on the campllgn agaiilf Can you 
' ; .. ~-

.. recall any discussion or the possibili ti · ot · · - . . .. -· -- --. .. --+ ,; ::-trying to do so.;ethinE; with /1 vil f&:>i: 8 le gia;. -

__ =·-~-~ .. __ _ - · lation 1n that fall session of '60, September .. . 

·-:-:~ ~ session, that rump session ~.t_Congresa? - ---·- ~- .· 
- - -· - -- - - - . ...:. .. , -,-:.·· ·-·. . . . 

.HI~ -'~~ ~- Well, I remember, you · know-.?~~Y -~~IJO'-'-~-~t{_ ~tr~ ·;--:; ---~"':: 
· __ ,:.,_::.:. -~ :. ~-::;_:~· _ ~ they were going to come ~back ;u.ter the ~ .... .... . 

~ • ':..;--::~-:~~-- ·-:.' :·. -=-=..: • -- - --

--=. --= -=-=---~..: 

.-.. ......:.=== .. ==. =. ,. Convention, but I wasn 1 t inv9.lved in any ot 
- =· ;----=-=:: .-_ _.. -_ ~: 

. . . 
-:=:-:~--:. ·_ -~-~these things here . I'm trying to remember no"tD · . 

. ""l~r-

: ·...:.~:---· - .&..:l_.; : • 
it seems to me like the NAACP had sol_!l_e,~ ..lu &- -~~: ... ·-·-.: · .:-::=..:..=.=.:._,_ 

. -. ~ - ,>:.~..:--~ -==-~-=:-~ -~=-=-come up from Washington to _t~ to some or tJ:les~ or- ~ ?.hc:.:li 
:; .. ( ~-l~~-;~·:i: mean-;:Inaybe - so~ethlng o·r · ~~~--~~tur_e, o~- -~ee .t · . -.-. ~ _·. 
-~ .. -~ _. . . . ·· -·:.· . .. . · .· -· . 

.. . _-::.;~::'"~===-~- with e_ome group~ .g.ut I really Don't -~.?.!1? _;~:>....:·. - ~~<~~~-- .~~=:. 
---· .. -'~: -c; E~-~:-·.-~-::::.~ ~ - ~ecaus.e AA" I sov at that t· ~-e .I h. a·· d· ·b ·e· en·- .o.:wa· _;; '_..· · .. _· :- ~.:::;·: ·:·---~ 

- ·-- • T . ,~ •• -· • r trQ ~A:. ~ • •• • • •·• • . • Q. ~~ • • · - · - · •·: ":'.":.-' • .:.: ·.:::.=-

•. ~ .-· - ~~~~---~ .. -'~:- from my
1 prac~1~e1 a p~etty -~~~g while·; - an-cr&~~~~-~--~·.·_~~.)<-~ 

- - -. ·-
-:.: 

. : .. i 
=I 

I 

·~ 

. . · .. · ... 

-~-"-"""! ··-. -. trying 
-=::-.:-::=::::::..; :...:--. . 

t.o ~~ ~~k_ ~tJ ~ C:.. ~~~- , :trying . t~~: ·: ~~· . ; ·_, . . · 
·. ·--7~ ---· 

get back to work. 
. ~ :-_ ·--- :.;.. .- -: -- "" :..-·-

··- . :· -·- --:-· ....... -:-- ~----- -· .. -· 
. .... · ··-IU.~~As far ae Kennedy's trips into the South, .. did ._·_ -,;.-~ · -- -·· . 

;a - ... - . . - . · ·· . ._..... . . . 
. ·- ,...--~ -- :--·- . 

.,..; ___ , . . - ...... -. -

--=-~ --· -= : .. 

. -- .. -::;.....:...;...-_ ;:: ---
-. --::.--:....:=:-:-.:=-:-; 

- - :. ; 
·-· ·-· ·- -~-1 ·- ..... ,. .· . . ·. 

• I ':: 
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you do any advanco work on any ·• • • 
. ' . . . . 

No, I ~ 1 t do 8Irf ad-:ance work; _Frank did' that. 
6.. ~~'+ h ,..,~ - - ·., . 

Jlo, · I 'aa3 ae advance work. 

What waa .the po"!icy-I don't know 11.' you know 

this-but what waa the policy aa rar as meeting 

with Negro leadore in an area when you wouJ.d 

go in. Was thi~ always - done, or was it usually 
- ~ 

not dont 1kas fa:r _as the jenator geili~ag hoso~e~ .. ~ 
- ~ -.. ··- - · ~ -- - · . - ·---

getting toge~er with Negro leaders in a gi v~n . c -~ -· _;_:;.·:;..__ 

- .. -· :,:~ 

-~ 

area? Do you remember a.nyt.M!sg, or don 1 t know! -=]'·-~- -

HILLt 

but r mean "just how it was arrenged, 

lmow. 
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P1tt f.t thi• way. ! -th~ ~ Wily - dn'ied th•, . 

the&~ vote vU cruci&1..1an4 tookhui wbfte- 1oat • . __ 
. ;. .. •. . ·. . .. ·: .'.'· { . ·) . . . . - . . . 

the clca•ne•• of .it .. · wu 4ue to t.hetfact . tna t w. gOt 
; · .. . ::_ ~ 1. .:~ -. :' _-; . ·_ .j. .) :i. }_.;:. .. -~ ; ~ ·: :, : : .< . .:' l · .; 
auch': a· .etrcmg -.Uppoz.t·?trom' thAt !legrcW.Ote~ ·_'. _! ·. .·:·.- ·. 

~ ;~ -~~ -~~---:~ln -~~~~~~ --~t- .A~i~·~J; ~ · 
1· think in Atlanta ~h.- N~roe• voted tor 'ubcon, · ~~cia ·. _.. _ ·· ... 
wlat I've _heard. X juat wondored if you•c! apent asy · : . 

time 1n .Atlanta. . : . 
. .· ·---- ~· 

We went to [A~T.j .Waiden, who called a Gearqia-vide - . ·-~· 
. . 

.. 
group together. Ot course. at t~t-' time. -he .aa :... -

ailing ~d it waa ~~ally run by c·-~-;--~1 ··-]' coo~~-~~--------
•• "i:::;.' •• - .- - ---·::-:._·:_ :::.. ,':' •• - -

Now. cochrane wasn't a• well liked. I mean. it wid ·=·-

K." . . . ~- '· - ~ 

unfor'tunate that Colonel Walden was Jl~ of feverish~-- - -. -

At that part!.ciular time he was not only in bad shape 

but he also--he could hardly hear at that time, _.t <- ---- -

that particular time. ~t of course. so consequent_ly,_ ~ 
. ~- ~ .· 

instead of tha_/olonei _ ~bg_ the·_ ineetirig-· c~~~- _·:·~---~ --
.. .. _ . . 

• • - 1 

r ·an : it. · And:-eveeybody ~-~;:-. that--~~~~---:~n_:~~~~~~~£ 
really runninq it, eort .. of underhanded. So cons~·-:-:-.;:- :-:-".' 

. . ""· .. -
quently, that organizational --;~~~;;~ •t ~ .e!1t~ :-:-'=--=-

live as it ~uld ~8 been iUthe~~lonelh~d~: .. ~ --­

really the sparkpluq that ha had formeriy b&e~~- -- But 

. . - ··-----,.------·- · - .- - - -_,..----. --·-. --- -· ·· -- . . . .. . - --~ ..... .. ... . ~ 
. -... . · .· ... :J 
· · · , :'-_ , . !,_ . - .. 
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HILLa 
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r think i:hat w ha4 c;ooa cooperation out o! the Reqroe• 
I 
'• 

in ~or; !a. · An! thia 1a new. to M 1 I never beaf4 that • 
• · • I • 

1 think a ~~1• of people in interviaw• ---r: . . 
If there had ~. an eff~tive .puiih ·_._- :~ · • .~ · · ~".<·.''<-" ':·:.).~~ 

Well·, ~-~~. · ;o~ b~ a· ~tr~9 ~ubi~·· ·orq~ - ·.·'-
. ' . . . . 

- . 
zation in Washington-I xnean in Georgia~ an&! of aoura~ 

I mean~ I'm not trying w ca:aim the N&g'rOea vera 100 
·' , . 
per cent tor Kennec:1y1 but I etill think that we hac5 

the majorlty of the Negroea, despite the faat they 
-· -

really etarted otf with··a - etrong Republican organi.za-

tion ••• :. · 

ThiS was strictly ~anta7 · I don't -~oW ebout the · ·-="" 

sta~e as a Whole. I ju=st heard somebOdy like- thl• 

comment. They .may ba incorrect. 
- -

Another ·thing, you see, Cochrane at one tlme- had been 

sort of identified with the Republican organlzat&pn. ~~ ­

,_ .. ;, ,· ;-:'; ..... ~~-:;?-~. ~-~-~ .:-- · As a matter of .fact _it .. wag in housing. ~wasn't it;' part 
,· 

.. ,:-::-'.... HACKW\NI 
... . ..~.-··-- . . 

HILL• 

of :._the _time dur!nq · the · Eisenhower Admin!s tration • 
.-

Th~~_:_~ll".-~x _ can think--of. -unh~ss -:.you ·cM .. tliink..:..ot- _:~. ·" 
~ . • I • • • •• - · ,~-::-..::::::::: 

soroe-!hinq. else on_ the c~aigri or ·~therwlse.::;_ ··:..:: ·::: . ..: ~-=:." _ :.-_ .. 

- · - -- --- _, ____ --------·-------- - - · -- - -
. •=.....:.~- · "'- L7...!.:~...:.=...&...:.~":._...._~ - - -. · - · · • 

.. . , .. .,_ . .. . . .. .... ... 
.· .··: :·J-. 
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