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EACKNMAN?

HILL:

Oral History Interview
with
OLIVER W. HILL

Februsry 29, 1968
Richmond, Virginis

By Larry Heackman

For the John F. Kennedy Library

This is en interview with Oliver W. Hill. The
interview is taking place February 29, 1968 in
Mr. Bill's office in Rﬁchmond. The interviewer
is Larry Hackman. Why don't you start out, Mr.
Hill, by Jjust talking about how you first got
involwed in John Eennedy's career, connected
with him.

Well, my. . . . Hold it a minute, let me.. .
[Interruption] Well, my first--well, put it
this wai;Lmy advance connection with the Kennedy

—_ “\J'_
campaign came ebous, some conference we were

Waro\Hnu
aty at the Fetesmen Park Hotel. And this wes-

sl

the yeafzﬂtgoz before--this wes probably about
= | FecbexT E, Tuckev)

158, 'S?EEEerb Tuckeg? an old friend of mine

from Boston, said he wanted me to meet Senator

K



HACEMAN:
HILL:
BEACKVAN:
HILL:

Eennedy because he was going to be en aspirant
for the/P%esidentgﬁiaho#lnation. And we had &
nice chat, and, as I recall, Senator Kennedy
spoke to the group thsat we were sssembled for--
es I say, I don't remember what the group was
a@ﬂthiarﬁimiff%?pg?{_Eqbsequent to that,
M;Jr':j.;:ie lLaw%ory{, ciﬁri;zg—lthe early part of the
'60 campaign, the primaries--Yerjorie Lawson
wes, of course, very active--and she tried to

get me to campaign in West Virginia. Frenkly,

at that time, I bhad had & long associetion with

- | Mg 4 A
(=T Hupesr l H, L‘mr": it B

Senator {Hubert 87 Humphreyzﬂand I didn't feel
that I wented to go out and campaign against
him, so I jﬁst leid hends off. At the HAACP
[Fational Association for the Advencement of
Colored PeOple]/ﬁénventioﬁﬁ-and et thet time

Frenk Resves wae advance msn for Sensator

[mevs e Lo

Eunmhrexfll wes et the NAACP Conventiéﬁ%}ﬁarria4
Woffard and Frank . . .

’;éiﬁve—getﬁbhfsJMMH-hL Yo cub Yhie 47

Yes. [Interruption]

You wera telking about Harrls Wofford.
ok D: Reeves], =
Yes, Harris Wofford, Frank Raeves‘4 [Robsrt=3~]

-

" iy = .
et Y Ly Coviry g,y

B6b~0artegﬂ andy if I'm not misteken--who was

;fore ;

G

L
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Secretary of/Laborr-/Assiata.nt /Secretary_ of Labor?
HACKNMAN | ' nvar'é Weavey[Georqe L f Wenver
HILL: Weaver. We had a oonfarencqb—;’;ﬂ by that time
the Humphrey cerpaign had Just about peétered
outd end Frenkagreed to jébn the Eennedy cam-
peigg. I egreed to meet and talk with him after
we got bo Los AngelesZp*I had my family with me
then, end we wsre onp’gzr way home, sort of an
extended tour through the West. Wwhen we got
down to. . . . No, Weasver wesn't in itz because

[S StuavT Sjw‘mg'\_ﬁ
at that time Weever was with {Stuert! Symington
CUJ;\“oTn L Lt C‘o\jo
end so waa Congressmen &;{1-1—1&:1:?3' Dewsonas And
I'd always besen very closs to this/dmgressman.

q-;"we got on down to Los Angelesc;\ es my wife s&ays,

We_ had, s vy -
"accidentally™ 1‘4&9&0. 5

ﬁ*s*}'\""\a\ i
A1l right, I cEm_get that thing.A Fell
them to hold wup Eﬁj\ct‘:]:? ng for a few minutes,
will you?>
They had the campaign--I mean, during tbg
/(onvention. . « + To meke a long story short,
the usual things happened during the p{mvention.
- I don't recell meeting the Senator during that
psriod@ untll the Sunday following the nomina-

tion. If you recall--I don't know whether you



were there, but I'm sure you've heard of it

since then--thers was a big flare-up among & |

lot or:feople involved in civil rights, trade

union;&hings. They were going to bolt the

éﬁity;qghe%qgéﬁfr't going to support‘{iﬁndonuBrig——‘

Johnsony But, of course, there were those of

us who felt that you couldn't elethG Eennedy

without electing Johnson,wf\:;:he/ce }’/esi-

dentizal nomination. So;>in order to pull forces

togethen”[Intarruption]g;Senator Kennedy &nd

Senetor Johnson &ppeared%;_;;:;> tell, put it

this wafD Dewson was the ostensible sponsor

of the meeting?:and invited &ell of thess people

thera?\ fnd Senetor Kennedy and Sénator Johnson

appeered snd spoke, end thet's when Johnson o~

mede his stetement, you know) "J&ck.;;ﬁfhmti%%wf."
Q?LAt the conclusion of this conference, I singled

out Harris Woffordg end told him, "You know;

you ought tohnetrg'weo get me'\work_;ig in the cam-

paign. I haven't done anybhing up to this time.

In view of this b‘OCtZ business-ﬁ\rI t%ge B very

good civil rights atatureg‘-g;nd since most of

the flak is against Johnson, I'l1l bes perfectly

and
willing to go slong, be advance manj, identify



G

myself with Johnson to help further the campaign.”
He =eid, all right, he would frans;nd::bt Ithat to

the proper people. 15“77 ,\..Jd
In ths meentims, f I hed my ra.milyf-w went

out on & y%sation. So wken I got ba‘fm to Richmond,g
just before the first of September;\ I got a

call from Dawson,saying that he had been talking
Suhg
with thelKennedy forces® and ket he'd agreed

to work with them in the cempaign. At that
time, he was—of course he was elderly, dbut I

._ea.u hia hysical condition was not too goodg

WP fs ool € oml v riun wab WL N a0
too\j‘ He hed insisited that he would have as-

wnih —, Hen
sistantss Tey talked with Bz about possible

wlo
picks, and "one person Fhet was agreeable to

them and agreesble to me is you. You! re going
o u&ﬂbg 13

to work with us in the carcaign@ I agreed
to do so.%And EB & consequenca/fI waa inveolved

in the cermalg] in the unit headed(\by [-R—Sargent‘f:—'

Li('z Sa e .
Shriver, Now_‘f,. our main emphesis, of course,

wes to corral the Negro vote in the Southz and

in certain ssctions of the Esst. As & conse-
Gy TE

- quence, I made trips to varyhgépvta in the

SouthAszaahville, Fnoxville, Atlanta%l don't
Y
know. I don't remember all the particfilar



.
places now; I only met with groups. And #71'-
?m;ﬂa.._ we were particularly interestéd in mo-
bilizing a campaign, that's what it amounted to.

During the campaign, on one or two occasiocns,

I managed to meet ..\w'. S._:.n:i:c_ » He was
coming ianL Nashville on one occasion as I was
going out:':; meen,I had a chence to speak to
him for a minute. 9;LIL'I New York, if you recall,
in October that year, they had a civil rights
conference.

BACKMAN: Right. Cormittee on Constitutional Rights, or
whatever.

EILL: Yeaz. And et that time we were particulerly
interested--at least I was—-partiuula;r'ly inter-
ested in trylng to get him into Richmond. We
weren't getting too fer with the directors, so :-.‘_:-.ruce--ﬂ-:-

Yhe 1iew. wher¢ T--1 looked for some opportunity to get a chance
to talk to him directly. And I don't remembar-
now who 1t was I spoke to, but he said, "Well, |
hell, we're going to have to sidetrack him@?—

. But

hgcanee he's got to go to the men's room." Seo
he said, "Well, get over éeht next to hinm."
So, "Okgy,"™ I got over next to him, and with

: i g
the police guard and allniat,hhad a chence to



HACRMAN:

HILL: -

r\;r’ _?..

\e ~

her
W
talk to hima ‘@%‘b—m—ﬁ;ﬁﬁsﬂmnlsmr

Hlen
endAl weited for him, end when he came on back

we chetted. He said, "You gotta be bound by
what Bobby [Robert F. Eennedy] eaidj\" Wiab— bw
he urgedﬂtxto go back to Bobby__% I_:ec.apse Bobby
was there with us all the time,%;;:t:fme. It
didn't work out. He ceme to Virginias, but I
wanted him to come to Richmond.
He was in Norfolk end Roasnoke. Right.
He made HNorfolk end Roamnoks, but I wasn't satls-
into Virginia,
flied. I lmew he was going to come here, but I
tried my best to get himz becsuse I think it
would heve been far more effective if he had
come to Richmond. I don't know whether we would

heve carried it or not, but we woultd—hesa had

i
e better chanocs. ?.e.a.&a.s.a,w you seeJnRoamoke,‘ A

— aNERA

~\ﬁ_that yoer you've got the realig. strong Repub-

+housh £
licen thieves around hers. Norfolkp naturally,
is good Democratie territory.

And things went along that way. After
the cempaign, of coursa/z\I came on back ’then.
I'd been awasy from practice for sbout nine

o

W
months, so I dug in,\ tr¥ed to practice. As a

matter of fact, I'd had no intention o8 sesking



HACKMAHN :

HILL:

BEACKIAN :

HILL:

HACKIMAN:

any job. I was in New Jersey with my wife one
weekend--for an organization of my wife's girl
friends, thex}were having a weekend up there--and
Leurs Atan i)
LouisALHartirﬂ called me. He said they had a spot
and they were in this bind (the man who stood a good
chance of getting it, they didn't want to have it)
and would I consider taking over this thing? But I
didn't have the faintest idea what he was talking
about.
This is Louis Martin who called?
Louis Martin, ves. Louis called me. But he had to
have an answer right that day. That was the usual
rule, I think. I told him I'd think about it for an
hour or so and I'd call him back. My wife didn't
have any objection to me going off to ¥ashington, so
I agreed to do it. And it was this rparticular job.
Let me run back over a few things in the camraign.
Okay.
From your copversations with Congressman Dawson in
this period, what was his orinion of the way the
Kennedys were running their camraign in relation to
the Negro? I noticed, at the beginning, his role wa®

very controversial, as to just how they were going



HILL:

7

to approach Congressmen Dawsonj, or how they were

going to get him involved in the campaign.

Wasn't there a lot of discussion about this

with Mrs. Lewson, Frank Reeves, and all these

people?

It could have been. You see, I was temporarily

out of contact with everybody, from the end of

the campaign in Los Angeles until around the

first of September, because we were just free- . 2
> lisking ab-rne SeentfY )

wheeling; end riding through the West,seeing

the sights. BSo whetever discussions they had,

ST

I had no part;in it. Iwﬁeard theret you
know, personalities &niiﬁhat sort of stuff, but
I had no contact with it. VWhen I got back,
everything had been settled. Dewson had agreed
to work, provided he had somebody that he pickedg
d I happened to be the person that he picked.

as I sey, I really can't supply anything else
as to whet happened during thet period.?lﬁow, X
everything worked smoothlxgczﬁé-the only thinéggé;-z
Dawson was &an old-line politician, accustomed |
to the practices end methods that had been
built up, {d} course, and one of thenwz§2u

talkg and you telephonez but you don't do a
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whole lot of writing. Well, the campeign was

runcing on a tremendous eamount of papesr A lot
'.J.—\\

lod 01

of things I'd bring up #o® him, he'd say, "Well,

you can't argue with success. It looks 1like
vt darH /J'
they kpow thst they're doing, so, hell, I don't

understand it, but we'll go along." 8o I mean
“ let

thet was his approach to ﬁatthing’. gﬁowg the

only thing that disturbed him and disterbed me,

dhere et

L ot Yl
W o | ? ;%roughout the Souﬁhf\very

1ittle sphhistication end-so terﬂ:., politica.l
activity is concerned, ad particularly et that

time{¥!#£ere's not too rmuch at the present tims,

in my opiniony-but particulsrly st that time.

<— As a coneequence, you could get some key

C e Ar\"’
individuels, but you EhapAgivia@(them a 1little

money to work with things. I used to meke this

observation, I'd say, "EHell, I could call Las

-

Angeles, Seattle, any darm where, and ask people,
LRSS

'How's the weatharjak there?' or anything eles"--
I mean, just using e nonsensical questiongxghd
there's no problem#ebout O Or, I could Jjump

ot
on an airplene and go any dam place;\Z% I felt

I ought to gqggzaadf’ I don't remember ever
eskkng anybody. ©fcouxae, I was told some thinga



HACKMAN

HILL:

HACKMAN

HILL:

=1Y=

to do, but there was a tremendous amount of freedom
so far as doing whatyou thought you ought to do,

so fér as you were doing things. But it was like
pulling his teeth to get any dﬁggone money for any

of these little gropps. And that was the only j!

annoying situation that I can think of during the f;
whole damn campaign.

Where was the bottleneck on this? Was it at Shriver's
level, or

Was it where?

Was it at Shriver's level, or who would you go to

in the attempt to do this?

Well, of course, I would talk usually, most of the
time, to Dawson and occasionally to Shriver. But

it was always--it was pass the buck on that deal,

you know, where others don't come in. Things were
going to happen but just never happened, you see.

As a matter of fact, we had a little flak from tﬁis
fellow McCray—--I think you got his name written

down McCroy but I think his name is . . .

Is it McCray?

If it's the same fellow I have in mind, it's a

"McCray"



=P

_Z’— rermembe
dun 4n Boulh Carouna@Em;_Lw P W T W

;§;¥e:a=an getting a couple offlettars from.higf

7’
To™

long after the cempalgn was over,,money he

C"
ckdimed that he'd spen&y and never hive been
reirbursed for 1t. But, =ss I say, outside of

— afo~ns VAT
that type of 1little annoylng situation eh—=5

/f~: A
T Fingd, ever thing else seemed to work very
;/F Jo kT

nicely.¥ Well, Shriver, I found him/e good guy
to work with.
Ve went over to Bobby's office, once or
twiceC>I remerber $f—wss—wwen I'd been down to
Tennessee, went to two or three places, &nd
came back and made a report thet unless some-
thing-drastic waes done, we were going to lose
the entire state. Bobby called us over for a
darm session on itiﬁsome fellow named -theler . . .
HACKMAR: [John] Seigenthalerf) [Sehn SeigerTraler)
HILL: Seigenthaleff Seigenthaler was there-;a;;nat
that timsf%JI don't know'whatlggt%arry:overtwoﬁ
?E?ghﬁbecauaaijsome of the things that we sug-
gested to him, I ¥mow they never were done.
HACKAN? Thia-zﬁr}elation to the Negro vote in Tennessee?
HILL: This wss in relation to the Negro vote, yes.
bvdll/n }fr coursa; I think:&r“went a 1ittle deeper than — —



BACEMAN:

HILL:

HACEMAN:

i e

—

tﬁﬁ.—//e discussed this thing with several
other people, Negro and white ;rote. Of.course,
our primary emphaesis was on e Negro vote, but
we were also concerned with the total picture,
a8 far as we could gether it at any particular
time, And here, we went out trying to get any
information on these derm things.

Can yjou remember enything perticular sbout what '

the problem was in Tennessee?

How, Jjust right at this minute, I don't, ei_gcept
: aws
that we had this tremendous problem. IAcan't
noxw} .
remeribery I think there was soms Tennessee per-

songlities involved. And then, of course, they

had ¢ Hooks and thet grcu;;L;Republicans@
they were pretty well organized; end/they had +AE

cher old prrokn Wi we A b EIF agoin Yhaes
Z_ Qg,,urr‘ /J/ﬂw—éﬁ /ﬁ-«._f?_“..e_zfmmcéz‘r
" ~

,-’"ffzdw"

ST think Hooks subsequently came over tothe Deno-
¢Cratic  side, but Bhen he didn't do it during
the cempaign; he stayed with the Republicans

in that csmppign. %ﬂ, I can't Say an Y\"L‘uj
ke_\ﬁL«i@

At the time you got involved in this thing in

September, when you msctually went to work up in



HACKMAN?:

HILL:

HACRMAN?

the Washington office, had they pretty well
decided on what the strategy was going to be to
toward the Negro vote in the South, or was it
8ti1l being debated?

]; 6_—.0‘« [

It was being debeted,and pleyed tzgciar;\ I got
the impressionl—'I mean/f\that was my opinion about
= oj-

it:.‘;kwe were playing it mostly by ear.

usuaolly
Did you find yoursel?%baﬁ‘y/\in agrsement with

Mrs. Lawson and Voffard and these people?
Lelin see a Norgorie 4
L

] . : /
TR, yes. EBallgesde,’d was Leais Marlivg

and Harris, we've had fairly disagreement on
ondthat Fype o€ thing(®
things that came up for discussions Fr=seaxsasT Suyp +w
celadionshin =

u_ ijair//y /ﬁa_rmonious workingawith thé group. I

Nad
Eave been in other situations where a tremendous

arvd adl FeutT s orT €7
anount of blckering and cross purposeahi?u-s'—m
but T didut think we €eund 1+ Thet [ o4
5 - LRlewe—rsund
of o

+hivg )

“oubmilat it was more thelcase of. . . . A8 I

gay, the only ennoying thing was trying to get
Ler - '+Lhu3k‘f‘
money BeoAsome of these groups that we fa»fAwould
do a jJob. But outside of thaty-just llke this
Hartin Luther Eing thirng, when it came up!\ ﬁnce
it was suggested, I don't think there was eny-
who
bodysdisagreed with 1it.

On the phone call, you mean?



HILL:

HACKVAN:

HILL:

EACEMAN ¢

HILL:

.,

Yes, oOnce it was done, I reméd khinH anybody
even say thet they disagreed.
How did that get started, do you know, where
the first thing came in from?
I thought that was & question that would coome
up, and I tried to turn the damn thiné?ié oy
AL e whose - -Well,

mind ?gskardayyazhia ideas Fou know, as I recall,
there were two or three people subsequently
claiming credit for the idem, but ae to who
really mads the darm suggestion, I really don't
lmowy go_gféon‘t €&en needl;%o edd to the con~
fusion.
Most of the people we've telked to on this talk
sbout & split between Hrs. Lawson and Frank
Reevep. Now, this may have been, you seid, it

maybe
wae lroned out or cleared up by the time you
got thers, but waa thet any problem during the
campeign? Of course, Reeves was travel{§;g Withiecesesos
Well, you Beé, Reeves was away moet of the time;
he was travelling with the,sénator;-or ahead
of him, At the St. Paul conference, this ques-
tion as to whether or not hhis wes going to be
a thing, and as & matter of fect, up untii that

time, Marjorie's husbend . . .
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BACFMAN: Belford Lawson.
1 v_}‘r-&’"
HILL: B . . Belford had been active. And then’Frank
came in, as I recall, I think, my recollection
is that Belford got out, and he didn't do ver¥ly
much of anything aftsr that. \
il
Well, you lmow, as always trFewels’ysk-yak,
B ot
but I'm talking abouththinéz of a serious nature.
s WEST that ’

HACEMAN: n Like the people’I have on this list here%:£ow

were thegecheepite chosen? Were they already
working when you came on, or how did you go
sbout developirg these people, whatﬂézgzmof
people were you looking for?

Oh, well, you utilige the key people in these varying
sereas. Now you take Arthur Shoigs; he's been

a civil rights lawyer for e long number of
years. Most of thess people were active in
NAACP, and you either lmew them from perscnal
relationships or through orgsnizstions of thet
type, and thet sort of thingy 2d I think most
of the key pepple wédre gathered by that sourcs.
YOu ses, ‘RM: you might aayg the backbone of the
civil rights movenent in the South had consigted
of a relatively smsall number of people. 3o it
was not too difficult to check with somebody in



HACKMAN:

-/1 ?_

wilp ke
some principal city.,’ andf\that’a%would mow

nost everybody in the state. 1I'd say that

s cayed

be no problem for U\S//\ thgetting in touch

with people that you could rely on to work. 1It's
Whs i Ay

-
P 1tke thisly [ ] &ieraett 4 went to the

enocyolic
ahépeCormittee, he was here iﬂ-!the Virginia

Uniong “aad ;:-_hey had been doing som® work, and
they wanted somsthing done, so I suggested that
we got Stragget&%%e worked "eagithe campaigng

and subsequently went to the/ﬂbmmittee. The

seme thing was done in all the various states.
Vere there any particular groups that you evoided
getting involved?

Well, there were groups that you would know

that the key individual in that, you couldn't
rely on him, or he was 1likely to be voting

Suys
Republicen anyway, or &as I Eéd, you couldn't

depend on Bim, or Mﬂg—tumybe kick up® Gez—s
N /\ &du.oh[f._:awfng
There Zee,’ for exaemple--to tell you the trath, They P’

}wanted to meke this swing through the South,

I don't lmnow what all the rest of them did, but

everything I could do to bloAcL it I did, because
shamn

I just didn't feel ket thatfwes going to help
us. And there were individual% in varying
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pl"\
placeax F%u'd check on;some grou%;vthey‘d come

up, they wented to do this, that, and the othsr

-—-—ydl-kpi\ q'ud-s-""
thingylmake some check on themf you fswnd that. . .
+f"l€A LT

Oh, we just stalled along and fio—baF to antagonize
st didn™ wie 10

them, but on the other hand you feal ———

How rmch support was thsere for him to teke a

swing through the South?

¥ou mean on the . . .

Within the group you were working with in

Weshington.

I don't mow. I know the old man was very ruch--

Dawson wes very ruch opposed te it. As I recsll,

Frank wesn't too hot on it; I don't know what

position Marge took on it right et this particulear

ti.me/-;\- )&ut I knew we were able to keep it from

coming up.ELYou see, I had had tzo rmich exper-

witA hi dan
1ance:§e£_i:,31 msan?I know we-¥ed real

well, Eﬁ;;’hell I knew too danmm many places\ukcrt
rc—dr._..& Jf..;ﬂ.‘r(J

s5—eemted people. And we Just didn't

didn't want that kind of & flare-up in any

My bisoe st _
cormmunity., 'I‘hat yas B0t Oaacpols Taluteat. o

JMD
objection to .‘.i. There's no question but ket

he could make a hell of a fine speech, but another

Hhat™
thing wasy there was no rhyme or rsason to what
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el sciNY
the hell hefa ammansddhto say, and he might

a
just kick up the bucket in thetAparticular

Whe re (A%
cormmunity, e might be doing fairly wel%g

Q€ couriea

- : <Beeswse we had to be
sensitive to not only trying to get the Negro
vote but at the same time not antagonige any
of the white people in these comrmunities, and he cewld
¥u get around totzgiggiggz:fhcso it wes within
that {ramework thet I was oppoeeé?kﬂdeon‘t ¥now
if I answered your question; I think I inter-
Jeoted « .\ .\
No, that's all right. How much consideretion
was given to the possibility of Senator Kennedy
giving a speech to a Negro group in the South?
I‘ﬁiﬁé heard of the possibility of him sddressing,
I believe, the Southern Christian Leadership
Confsrence, which met in Miami, I believe, somse
time in tha%period. Do you remsmber thet? %
I Gon't remember. I remember trying to decide
what the devil we were going to do with this
organization of SHCC [Student Nonviolent Coor-
dinating Cormittee] andxgzutharn Leadership
Conference. They'd called this meeting in

1+ wos
Eeshvilde, as I recalljheither Nashville or
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I-iemphisZ)Zid vwhere they were going to--it wasn't
8 ktbkle, but something of &he ‘nature of. a sit-
in, t§pe of operation. I mean??;:;g::dy was op-
posed to them doing what they wanted to do,kr\“;ell,
all we wanted to do was just postpone 1t for a
couple of weeks. And I know thers was a heck

of a lot of discussion as to who in the devil

we would get to try to get with King end fore-

stall the darn thlngé until after the election,

(ﬁtﬂi‘&)
7I can't remember now what it was that they wers.

SayA
As I <aid, the only thing I cen think of right

ak this moment, it was something of the nature

of a sit-in type of operationg I memn, I don't

quite remember now what it was. Bat 1fa____i:md;mrer

it wes, it was just somethiﬂg%rif it hadn't

been done by thet time, we dién't 8e® sny reason

why they coulédn't walt two more weeks.to sta:ge it.
HACEMANY How rmuch of an effort wes made to get opsn en=

dorsements by people like Martin Luther Kingé

and Roy Wilkina% and Whitney Youngg and maybe

even James Farmer in this period? Did you get

involved with these people at all in this period?
HILL: '~ I didn't get invokx¥ed personally, although I
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know% thet. . . « You ses, Louis was sittingg—xi— ome —

we were right acrossgi‘tha desk from each others
/Ahd?of course, we talked a heck of a 1o§®'23&.1
know that efforts might be made to get--snd as

8 matter of fect, as I recall, Wilkins did comse
out with a statement aboutiﬁzﬂsu. Of course,
King was still playing i+ cezyo but I kmow efforts
were being made to get them, buyﬁas I say, I
wasn't personally involved in trying to persuade
eny of them to do it. Up to thaet time, exi?}-{tk-‘%!?)
for a coupls of meetings, I had never been’Eeen
teekim, I meen, I knew who he was, I'm sure he
lmew my nems, but up until that time we hadn't
hade too much essociation.

How did your operation tie #mn with the registration
efforts¥- Frank Thompson was heading & regis-
tretinn office, end he had—Afksums—Arthur Chapin,‘
I believe, was working for him,maybe on ths South.
Was there eny consideretion of making any ser-
ious effort at reglstration of the Negroes in

the Bouth in '607

Well, they had a reglstration campaign on here

in Virginia. I lmow we coopsrated with groups

aid

that were opereting registration programsj* that
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sort of thing. Then there were some of the
orgenizattons, you see, the thy way they ecould
come dnt in the. . . . Well, for example,
ﬁAAGB,F;%;%local branch, they could participate
in any of thess registration programs% %nd
that type of cooperation was given at all times.
ﬁ;iihaugh I don't remember having too much direct
contect with Arthur during the cempaign. Of
course, I knew him before}; gndhave Krown hinsisce s
}b’ut personally I don't think I.@A—. PBxcept,
as I say, I-éi::!gzggzbrking with a lot of
groupsgd and taltking with some gfoupa, like the
NAACP branches, and that sort of thingé%;;;;;g
to get them 1nvolved8 end 2t least gettawg the
people rggistered. Most places, you see, that

was a short period, because thirty deys before

registration, most plsces, the poll was closed?

I'm just wondering if maybe the strategy was to
hold back on this, because of feaer of loshng
the white vote, if anything reslly . . .

I don't recall too maﬁy;?i%hey hade a rather
extensive program going on in Virginia at the

— —

timejAbut I can't remsiheboo meny places whers
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they . . &
I heerd Jecksonville, Floride,wfiar instance,

was one where they were trylng to register

done
Iﬁkould heve beenjpreviously, I just don't
back dbnor Lav o
remerber/yery-iistinctiy. Butpes I sey, there

would be isolated communitiegg anyways it wasn't
e real gigantic South-wide deal, althougﬁpeither

Seretine o
the year Before that or =2seihiac, one of the

~
foundetions had given some moneyﬁLsomﬁ of the

people were tryi g,EO get Negroes pegistersad
cont

ha
in the South.’A Phe NAACP had started out esrlier,snd the

ennuel cam.paigns2 end tried to--as & metter,of

& i
‘*-L\\“) 1S o here %E\l} S o "':j

fact, they-pub—this-boy=F Johnnie Brooks
on some yeers before that, as Fﬁrector of’ '
ﬁegistratiom in the South.

Did you handle sending meterimls out to these |
people, as far as cempaign materlisls . . .

We sent cempaign materisls to groups teop yes®
Was there any problem,as far as funds went, on
getting enough of the materials out?

Oh, I cdon't recall eny problem as to getting
materiels. We khad a fairly good stock of ma-

terlalis, as I remember.
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th)/m E . S'Ifuc;\-cm}
HACFMAN: When {&8l=a . Stevensoq«was~running, with fJGhﬁ—ﬁ;?—ﬂ
chn I, S gaviemmos '

Sparkman,on his ticket, I know a lot of the materials
that went out to Negro groups wouldn't even mention
Sparkman. Was Johnson seen in this way? Can you
remember that being a factor?

HILL: I don't think that was oo much of a factor. I
know this, Johnson was speaking here in Richmond.
The Bame night he was suprosed to speak here, I was
supposed to speak over in Roancke, and I came into
town the day before he was supposed to come in. So
I went to h_eacicjuarters to f£find out how they would
use Johné;)n. They were having him speazk to a few
whistle stops and that sort of tiling and not stopring
him in any way in Negro neighborhoods. And so I
objected. They said, "Well this is all set up now.&
I said, "Well, hell, there ain't nothing set up
that can't be changed." So they claimed they couldn't
change it, and I said, "Well, hell, I'll call
Washington and see if I can't chance it." And so
then the guy said, "Well, let me call, then." So
he called, and whoevef the hell he talked to said he
would follow whatever suggestions I made to them.

So, as a
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e
consequence, we made one stOp_gbvar In +Church Hill
section over hereg and?\ﬁéthar stop right down herc¢
on the corner of Second and Lee, which is a

widely lnown street so far as Negroes are con-
e ey ©S

¢ cerned, sll around, just like St. .Antoinmels =

Reale
in New Orleana(g or Biaeen Street in Memphis.
And 80 I got a group together that nightzuvfa
put on a tremendous telephone calling thingg
and got all the principel bge\inaaaes in this
arqu to let the people gﬂj‘ 80 we had a rep-'
resentative cpowd out here in the service
station for him to spesk to. And ke made this
whistle stop at Second mnd Lee. Now, I'm sure
that, & lot of places, things weren't doneg
beceuse the traditional group was handling thenm,
and they were scarédd to death. As a matter of

fact, Johnson made a very excellent speech at
He heetivg and eperyﬁcody T knwow wos fickled 10
death for Kmuin!:_} hirm=- -

C\Eecausa the Negroes were leery of Johnson, too,

you Iknow, 80 it was important to sell Johnson
to Negroes. )
Did you get anything 1like this accomplished
enyplace else?

No, and the only reason we bad this accomplished
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here was becrause I heppened to be here when the
thing héppene@@ig;d—gﬁherwisepéven if he'd heve
come here, I wouldn't heve known esbout it. And
incidentelly, I never did fipi ouguggﬁf_gappened
to the suggestion thet I madea Harris said he
talked to somebody, but the Johnson people Just
never responded, he said. I often wondered
really what happened in respect to that. But
I'm sure thet a lot of thinga would have been
done with Johnson that weren't done, had they
hed somebody who hed a little different concepts
ebout what ought to be done.

Which states did you regerd &s being the most
important in terms of working on ﬁhe Negro bote?
Were there eny that you Jjust wrote off competely--
I mean, Alebems, Mississippi, was there rmch

less effort in those areas?

No, I think we operated on the basis that we

were going to try to cerry sll of them. AB you
said, now, I think I made a deeper study in -

Tennessee then I did anyplace else, and I was

-sure thet unless some drestic changes were made,

werwere not going to get Tennessee. But other +haw

teht, our efforts were sort of wniformly spread
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around. We didn't even write Tennessee offé>
but were still hopeful that it might come through.
wH@wQLGD

Of course, we lost Virginiaé? It ™

HACTMAN: Did your operation tie in at s8ll with Byron
White's operation on the citizens'! group? John
Horme, I believe, was handling this in the South,

HILL: Yes. No, I had--except sometimes we'd try to
do something, and somebody would tell you, well,
Byron White's group's going to do something or
otheff\‘ﬁxcept thet type of information about 1%9
maybe I can say:"But Tecertainly had no dirsct
tie with him.

HACYMAN: What ebout some of these people that the Eennedyis
hed working in the states, like F#3Tieme+i™—_

ilvaun €, Gottle Buseph D Tydirg s

Bill Battlejhere; [Josephi D] Joe Tydings,was
working in Florida; Ben Smith was in Alsbams,
some of these coordinatgra they had in the
states? Did you check with these people, or
work with them at a117

EILL: They worked more with Byron or somebody else.
Now, frenkly, I dldn't lmow Bill--I mean I knew.
who he was--but I dida't know Bib® Battle before
he cams in. KNow, his brother, John, I knew

reel welLZ>because we had opposed each other in
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a whole lot of these schodl ceses. He'd been

representing several in Charlottesville, in two

or three counties and things, so I lmew him

reel wellg _;:_pd}or course?l knew his daﬁdy% because

he'd baen/ﬁieutenant ;ﬁovernor. But Bill, I con't

aver

a=Zen rememberpmeeting him until, one daf somewhere
_ /AIht A"'_f/'

during the campaign, on some occaBion, that's

the first time I'd ever %et him. Yes, he was

down here, he snd Ray Livelekt. As a matter

of fact, you see, they had two headguerters in

e lot of paaces? Ffe had the reguler headquarters
-
here, with Ray, and then Bill was handling =a

Sepatat €

Epg-l&a se%xp. Things that I'd need here in
Virginie, that went through that orgenizational
channel, I worked with Rey.

HACKEMAN:  What a.bout-z;;t%ther atates? Was there usually
one person in charge in these stetes, or did
you Jjust work with people around in different
citiesy Well, for instence, Taxas, there are
a number of people l_isted‘;;-;)allaﬂ, Hauston,

San Antonio,. . ‘

BILL: Most of my operatione were with individuals.

For example, in Georgia, I don't think I ever

went to the headquaréers. I know in Texgi, my
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Lot were with individuels. Howg i%ay-x
ﬂﬂlﬁﬂgmszf did have%COnferencez with several of the key

people in eastablished organizations, citizens!'
groups, and the reguler Bemocratic organizations@
and &s I sey, hers In Virginia, most of my
—;ealings wes with Rey Livelektgy I also meq}} had o Chat
LEZEB or two with Bill Battle, but most oftefg I
vadcliehéng with Ray Livelskt. In Horth Cerolines,
1t was strictly with individu&lsZJma Stéiart,
and several others, and Helly?OWBn in Cherlotte.
I don't guess it was any planned thing ebout
it, but that was just the way thinge worked
out.

HACEMAN: How much help to you in the South was Louis
Martin? Did you work with press people in the
South, Negro press people, or did Louis do nost
of 1t?

HILL: Louls did pmattically &1l of it, The only de~
viation was when we wented to getounsjmxs;iung 5§

HACEMAN:  Nerhlk RGN - T neanw pot The /‘3%7";\

BILL? ... Cameditor e Nirg ™™ - -
the (Noralk) Journal and Cuiden
HACKMAN: Yourwalaud Guide , yes.

L rerermbe
HILL: 1B we were talking about this thing, and it was
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decided maybe we ought to fust turncld m=» Young
over to ma. And I went down énd had aAlong
chat with himg and wZsn his key , and we
finally pulled him around) Pecause up to that
time,, they had been strictly Republi:iﬁ;l:ﬁ?+b};+bﬁ W
were able to swing them around. Buthbhggggng—ﬁ\
the only newspaper that I had direct dealings
with, and even then, after I got them to agree,
I just tmrned it over to Louis; He worked it
for me; I suppose I hed nothing further to do
with 1t.
Can you remember what arguments brought them
around, at all?
Well, I Just sold them on our feith in what the
Kennedy-JohnsonmAdministration would do, as
conbrasted with:éggjﬁiigngiind things that we

A

/7
were trying to accomplish. And then I was able

to argue rather strongly against [Dwight—b1+"
Eisenhower. See, we had gotten this school
decision during the Eisenhower administrktio@2*~*
end I still think thst deaegraéation of the ‘
schools is being sccelsrated much faster than

it waé}(éid & lot of t i1 would have been

eliminate’ 1f the executive had taken a stand,
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¥nockld down the "massive resistance manifesto”
En:wvu =, bth‘dj

that ! Haryy Fs) Byrdfand the rest of them set

up, that sort of thing., I know I spenfl--well,

it took me two days to swing him around, but

we /| dii-pes—him around.

What can you recall, in talking to Negroes eall

around the South, was the hardest thing to sell

them on about the ticket, or about EKennedy as

an individusl, particularyy?

I was able to marshall some very good arguments

against the Eisenhower administration, and I

conten%ed that Nixon would just be a continuation

ation of the do-nothing program so far es the

Negroes were concerned. And then, of course,

+_L E’rauglldo Eopscyl 7_7
we utilized all‘arguments, from Roosevelt,on

Eﬂ“rrYSTvumj,
up through: Truman) and various thinga that had
happened during the Roosevelt thing, and what
other things had happened during Truman--how
hod
Trumenfnstood up when it really took guts to
-\.ohnk.f.
stand, I meantthe Big stand he did before the

'8 campaigq) ‘and all these various things. An;f;?——’

% #And as I say, I utilized the do-nothing attitude

on the part of Eisénhower, in respect to school

desegregatior\% and even the use of troops--he
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had no alternative, I meen, it was aither a
question of MH’M E?JG"““.S”L“ be presidenT

ot WL soing +o 54"“/ “‘HLEﬁsenhower?he hed to stop
' -
the line some damn place. I remember debating
I’
with = Wicker down there in Mobile--

he was a lawysr from Birminghamq ﬁut I cut him
s

up going and comingébu-h\that kind of argument.

So we appealed to the Negro's faith it the futurs,
and unquestionably Eennedy did present a forward-
looking viewpoint on things® gnd as I say, I don——
don't think we had<=.4— I'm sure that so far

a8 the Negro vote was concerned, we lost very

little of the Negro vote.

I just wondered if there were particular things

that people were upset sbout. For instance, he

had done a lot of spe&king in the South, and

had some ties wit)%&well?&e famous breakfast

Tohw M. PeiTeveom )
he had with Governor [ Jotmr M Patterson/l. .

Well, I don't think I wested too much time with
those things. I tried to ¢arry . them with the
positive things I could think of@:l?‘d- of course,
I remember tgo or three times E discussion@
hoxd.royou explein thisa Potderson thing.? Well,

hell, Iﬂsay,\ youf‘gn—'-t- explain anything if you
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g {wa;
just want to try to explain it,. ;§:£_¢heyjjb L BT

whew oins-#- A .
e som%éimesA ou have to do some things

whether you want to do them or not:h3 And then
you could give some example thet would strike
your mind at the tima,'}&'you knew a particular
individual9where he must have had to be in a
compromising situatioqg beceuse there's just
except--
nothing else that you could do, \otherwise you
would be very, very offensive even to people
who agres with%you. Of course, you?ggenqmore
time having to defend Johnsoqg because his
recofd stooB out more so far as opposition to
civil rights. I¥mean, he had participeted in
a lot of things, but of course then we could
come aroundﬁgaying that?after 21l, he hed been
the key figure in the 8ivil Rights Act of 19574
and then point out also the fact that Eennedy
was going to&%ba,P;esidentggand.not Johnson.
HACKMAN: What about the religious factor as far as the
Negro vote? I've heard some pepple say that
this could have been as mich a factor with the
Negro vote as it was for +¢L¢g;u$*‘*” e
HILL: It was with some old-line Baptist ministers

old=line
particularly, end a fewAMethodist ministers. I
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can't say that it—wasn't a factor, but so far as
most of the people were concekned, you.could talk
to kbhem and get along with them. I'm not saying
there weren't just dyed-in-the-wool types; they would
try to raise the issue. As a matter of fact--oh,
it was the/ﬂhbassador to. . « .« Prank.

Guinea?

No. He used to be in the NAACP; he was on the West
Coast, administrator for a long number of years.
Hell, that's about all I know. But anyway, I know
Frank and I debated two Baptist ministera here in
Richmond, over on the south side. We had three or

four thousand peorle at this thing. They were--

this real old-line argument, the Pope was going to ...

rog =

N

run the country and the rest. But gosh, from the '
enthusiasm of the crowd and everything else, I meéﬁt‘
ﬁbere wasn't any question but that we'd made them look
ridiculous.

Can you remember where this statement that Senator
Kennedy made several times in the campaign, about
solving the problem of discrimination in housing

with the "stroke of a peﬂﬁ@)where did that originatg)

do you know?

I don't know where it originated, but it was
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made several times. And, of course, everybody
really thought that it would come out. As a
matter of fact, that was the argument that Louis
Martin sold me on coming to Washigton with this
Federal Housing Administration.

HACKMAN: It was going to happen right away.

HILL: You are going to have this Executive order, and
you need somebody who is interestéd in this type
of eotivity--you see, I was assistant to the

’/Bémmisaioner—-and 80 you're going to be 1in the
key spot here, so far as what's happening. And,
of course, I remember sitting in on a dozen and
one conferences, mmking up drafts of the deamm
Executive order.
And t hen finally, the night that they finally
decided on the draft that came out EHEES;%TE;} Bob

EecbchC . L,Ufauerj
Weaver, and Neal Hardy and I had been out/EBeginvu_

’ o 6/ a 6

(%p:lhaEEZiéLJEEFEZSide—IljiEEBE:I] to some country--I think it was
Iron Gate/Eiub, I'm not sure where in Virginia--
where the FHA had had an annual deal. And we wefe
riding back, and Bob said, "Well, now, here's
what the educatié;%agd budget thing is going to
be. Here's what it's going to bd." And, Of
course, I was most unhsppy; Neal was unhappy

e — e

because all the burden S L e Sy
-~




e

was put on FEA end VA [Vebersns Administration]; and
everybody else had a free hend to continue to dis-
criminsete. 4nd then, of course, we tried to sell
thet on the 1idea that this was just a temporary deel,
and very soon, &s the smoke blows away, something
satronger would come up. And as a matter of fact,
the day that--what's the fellow's name,/}é;ernor'a
neme that was head of the . . .

EACKMAN:  [David L.] Lawrencef Tovid L. L cunleever ) 2

HILL: « » « Oovernor Lawrence was sworn in, I was over to the
White House for the swearing-in. And I got close
enough to the }%esident that I segid, "When are you
going to do something for us on this housing business?"
"There's still time, still time." 4And thet was the
end of that because there was just nothing he could
do. And the only other time thet--I mean, I don't think
I sew him any more efter that.

But they had this big "blow-out"--I recall the
first one they had, where they invited practicaelly-=-
they invited everybody who worked in here. I think
that was the first meal people like that ever had.at

the White House. My wife and I were
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therg\r%a a matter of fact, she got a picture.
She pushed through the crowd, and \Eea Kennedy
said, YAV A C&‘\'mf)?ﬁ |

At the time you went over there at FHA, in the
Intergroup Relations Service, what was the

situation at that time, as far asgd‘w;ll, I guess

Hardy was the/omnissionex@ A-/K-:a far aas the top

people in FHA, what was their attitude in this

whole area? Did you get rmch support?

It wag a case of drgggingf\h-l:n alongf I mean,

put it this way, there was no. . . . ’&a;ﬁi-tg‘{“”“j\
was not only true so far as this srea was con-

cernedg\ it was true of a lot of things that

Hardy wanted to try to do. The old-line was Vehy 8‘0“‘/"
very slow to change. I remember a simpls thing

Like 1;1:115?»5 we were putting out -‘:tiists of the
repossessed houses, but people had to come to

the FEA office to look at the list. Well, we

got some fesdback on it%I talked to Neald end

said, "Why can't we make up some copies of this

thingg and mail it out to people?” This was

- sent through the normal channels for determihfng

things) before it came bac@ OhL jhg;:,_ g&uclr.dpralalcn >

cause this problem, that problemA Well, I kept
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bugging Neal about it.’ He made & speach

aomewhere-—-St. LouiqZ, or uomm place--

na-lC-

one night; somebody asked him the dihg-gouo
2Y))

queatior@ﬁha seid, "Oh, s we'll mend it to
HI'+ k\ml b.(_,_g_ué\\-\- hin o€ base 6n what 'H»g:. wos aJ-oou.+ A

'so ¥e came back snd had this aau.gnﬁ‘f tart '
conference one day. And he said, "Oh yesh, about
this thing. . . ." And the _A‘Suistan‘t ‘/formnissioner
for fleposaed 'l/roperties EA-M

all the same o0ld dammn argumenta, now, that had
been. And so I chime&d 1n,1 tried to kmowk down

some of themg end ?a?,;nj “Weil, We got to “do thia :
that and the other thingg) _.‘_L_twwon'_t cost all that
rmch.” Finally, Neal sai?i?%;bh; goddmmit. welll

do 1t!"™ Bam, like that.

“—>Then we had the hard process of gettiﬁg

®

the regulations esta‘bliahedz and getting it
done.(p_And as I say, it was that kind of drag }/owr--Ccc,'f'
Z&iﬁ&;i;bnk attit’dde, but on the other hand _—
I had a prettg gﬁ?;(i worﬁng relationship wi.th
" most of them.A ffter I got in, the Housing Act o
of 1961 ceme down, end thers were so many new "
features, it was. detemined that the Washingbon v

staff would meet in each of “the six regionsg and
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meet with differsent loocal and regional groupé'
and explain these things to them. And that

gave me an opportunity to travel around with

the ué a.nchet to kmow them personallygand Z’b
them to know me personally. 8So we worked
up a probaﬁlj real good working relationship.
And 2 lot of things I ﬁa& able to get amccom-
poished without warrying too much about per-
mission; on the other hand,'t@ere were & whole
lot of times you had to getAgy;mission toaA}uAHY
Say \#MV,\;{_L.Q done Then you weren't doing too
rmch Agé;&i&nging—at—k&l-&er-but—.ﬁ

Whatrgbout the other people working in this same
area in the other--PHA [Public Housing Authority)’
and ban Redevelopment end these . «

Well, I had a hell of a lot more freedom and
!\e_"r-'«p@

1nf1uance ‘with my particuler SEcuice. And judging

" from what they would tell me--end I'd tell them

_what we would do wadh thispthatjand the other

while
, thing-ezla., they'd give me el the help they -
= i~
could, so far as experience and things,

but they. would speak of difficulties they had
_that I didn't encounter.

Was this primarily because Hardy would let ydu



h0~

g0 more on your own? Or was 1t just the nature

o f

of t.ha T A S
HILL! Well, T think, o oopiatian or factors. Hardy

was morer rogressive than aom of the headl,
itrun
and aawha 1ittle mors. And,of coursehuhon
g’h lip Ne Brown sThen /

?(—Fhiitp—N—‘]\BrownateinAoam in, he was @ a
tougher administrater than Hardy.had been. I =

mean Hardy was a good guy, but he hated 1like

::j | hell to crack any’bocLy'u head. ' Brownstein wal--
=5 Just the oppoaita, kell, ha'd orack your head

: at the drob of a hat, seé. And so, you got that
type of differance.‘betwe-en.‘the two 'different. wa

men. 5;Mom: of the members of the Washington -
‘= -then, -
ataffﬂbutc\of courss, you “could

oS J&“LdHoféieﬁﬂ¢aé§/in_Hashington; end then '

the directors have got to cerry them out. And- - . -
ey vere

—«ﬁ == &a.an_i.t—wcs,‘ slow. And of course now--the key
/person in the FHA office 1s the chief undar-— .-

=

= . writer. And in so many plaoea, he was- reallyj—:; e

fssue Yese -

’.t’.
¥

7% ‘— @& stinker. And then there were several dir- _f* .
__E"‘_m ectors thet v we kad to flnally get moved, you —_

_j gee. o st of Hhes had/e(ivil,&/ervice statua, i,

My i =g ‘and that sort of stuff@ 8o you couldn't; Juat %t

TZ. 0 fire tham, you had to find & spot/p and trﬂn3f9?f>a¥
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“ them from Beattle to Philadelphia, E‘m-.

orLivd Seme
Wﬂﬁq

of handlﬁng things.

"HACKMAR? Was the South munh tougher for you than the '

other regiona?

HILLs - No. Earing thé whole time I was there, .we wer&

—

very fortunate in the zone commi ssioner t'd |
be the person we had charged with the zone .
comnigsion +‘broughtf\along and. Ao do all

he could to carry out the directivasg and:‘\or
course Ea ﬁﬂ&seoke_-{-oﬂe_&:m&ﬁw\ fﬂCuN/-(/{c

ket o_N)/ problems. Then, B0 far as directives .
' dam ard all T '
and things, we got along‘;%ry-wellA thate)but nvt~y

Case A
réver A’ getting to the implmmentation of them,

and actually getting particular prolgets moving,

= or opening up, that sort of. thing, then you had. « s
A Hhat-aren, . - = e
B m I had a whole lot to do with—-at 1eaat I had-

~a whole lot or paople to call on me. ‘I got‘ in-'- ._! .
volved in a 1ot of projecta that we were trying

to do, and there in that aituation you had a as _

—==————" many calls from white peoplef\you did——aa a mattar ot

the B
of fact, the builders andf\det;ilopera, they would '

\"\C_.SO—"*’ T
lean on yourrather heavily, 3. _— R
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dev;aiop }_mualng(g and/\at. the same tims, trying
| to denlop tha conoept of houning outslds of
e ' tha traditiunal ghotto areas ror Hegroea.' And'
| | 80, sonmtimos. you're a.lnwst working nt crou ”
purposes with’ youraelrcg and that sort of stuf®.
How rmch did Wenver push his cormissboners in

this this area? I_Jaa he éhe&dwleg\:d out ther_gﬁ,_p.a'
far as this was concernedp Sa-didAyou take this

[ [Boolcex 7o McGradl,

: - problem to lhim, or tp v Ts HcGraw/,'\ wWho wWas & . .
_ Well, of t':cni.':-asogY I had oconstant relﬁtiqnahip -
with MoGraw. To be very frank with you, I thi;:k

Bob oould have done a hel;l.;i{ & lot more than
he did. Now, let me say’ ’chat he was sensitive

_ === "to the problemﬂ he was aensitive}\all. rightA
e to 1%, and'¥ think he was trying to work, ,ﬁut mom ey

1 __}\ si = " X Ehink that he took too gradual/\approach to

) ;—:_a.é ..~ —. the thing. -AI,mean, that's whsre I have serious

| o criticisﬁibf“ him. For exa.mple, up until Juat
= W "y s

- \ IO o I here very recently, there ‘had beenﬁre DEOB= = smrm s

. 3 LT or extension- ervi @
s —_— ga_nizationdof the intergmpp relktio Eﬁﬂﬂ%“fﬁ
”f B ’ I ','thia was the first housing B-EGHCY}‘ ta“‘"ﬁ" th°*ﬁ:-"”'

: k. rirst to lmve thia twe of service. And W‘I“MA £

it t;ook on in Washington, all the other agencies<~—_--

e e i expanded and got way beyond it, end the interzroupg =
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Seriice

Eolation&pn in the #ouaing,—uhioh iz as sen-
aitive as any field {nvolved in thia probleny,

{l‘ham WEE no extanaion of 1t. no expa.nainn or

it. And during the first yoarzf' E"mr when

varybody was moving out, he could and ghould

c_bfd

 have made it'\rmch more viabler\amu-kng—theaer‘rico.

hdeto
Well, IAjuat follow the usual line that all

'bumncraciea are aocused or, of Juat mcmasing
bureaucracy& ﬂut 1t was a’ great nead ror fa.r

more pe opla .

vetoed '
Was this prpposed f{r2xido-, in effect, by Weaver,

or at what level? - A

Well, I don't know what other level, buj I never— -

' wgucri =3 ‘ *wu:

thought we hadf\-m to hold mgaldd ’fq/d w‘
b
recogniz:ﬁlg this, Yeesaunss we\»?-are ghing to Jjust.. ...

wait a wh_’lle, that type of ansawer. o Teere Tl
2

How about Jack Conway, did he get involvad in TR

this whole thing to any degrea? B
e ColXSS) e e
Not too much, to my k:nowledge. Now,},

Jack wae., you lmow, a good guy you could work«
with on anything that you wented to put to him

The only problem I had with Jack wes that soma__; £ o
Rorh end. one of the -

people out m——&‘\tha genator, M

|

_‘c_:‘ongresamanﬁ-s Louis, wanted to replaco what =
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~

'they eall a zoning ggoup relatione advieor who happened
to be headquartered in Sf. Loui;ﬁfhe eorered four
pr rive states in that are%} I took the position'
that ir these people have to 1ook over the shoulder .
everytime there's any kind of change in/Admﬁnistratioe.
why they are going to be'very Ineffectusl so far as
trying to press enybody ina sensitive area like thie, g

—

*  and that the jéminiatration should ineist that 1t be

I . L

= untouchable as long as they re doing their work--
e=._...X mean, it's not touchable for political reasons or

And plue the othef factor that the guy

v-¥“ﬂ;? *>~had been deputy fecorder of deeda in Washiggtonrll,_

Ry~ = - B 7 e e e

F F Shepard. So we knew bt type he was and tht

P

_-;lé§,___that he wasn't going to do 8 damn thing. He just was

\¥]

3 — =e——or :-':‘._i.lli

=—————""‘nbt the kind of pereon we waﬂted on that kind of job.

5 f::*So we had two reasone for-epﬁosing him. Fo.
TR - _____..é_-.-—ﬂ =T el B temsnT T ‘-".'_1 = 3%

1= Jafufg;_;;;.' i And, of course, as I say, Jaok would get on me .

}: %\ﬁ\\‘ “‘;ﬁ‘“—:every now and then, you know, because they were pressing,

) A

| o .:i il "When are you going to do samething about thia?" I'd i

|
|

. SRS WS apa “We re working on it, Jack, we're working on

G - 1t." But I was able to sell Beal on the idea that

= ] — S, i . i .
S LS = - -
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we would not do_anything.ﬁ He said, "Sta1l thnm as
long a8 you can, man, until we have to make a showdown."
So we were ablo to stall them, and I finally went up -

to the Hill one day and sat down with thia--I'vo fore
gotten this/dgﬁgreasnaman'a name right now.

HACKMANt Leonor Sullivan?
HILL$ Sullivan, yeu.f"x sat down with her. I didn't |
give all my reasons about jis §:] guy but juat tried to
'f_{ point out the fact that we oughtn't have to do
anything at this flme. Wa stalled her along. And

- after we were #ble to stell her along, the Senator,
:Eihe was more of the same. Thefléppaaled to him, but

- =2 he was just riding along with'whebever she did, 4nd
e 'we were able to say, *Well, Mrs. Sullivan is Batis- _
e fied at the time that we let 1t ride along.! I've

=ff‘7_': [Eg_ord V. Low 3-]
Long jor the other

HIIE: I think it was Long at the tin'i“e. I'm not sure if
T e g Symington was involved or not.-f j

HkﬁﬁﬁAN'; Did anybody at ‘the White BOusa level get involved

:7~“*T——_' “in your area at e11% Any phone 08113 from the

Whitp House?
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el HILLt Oh, yes. You'd get phone oalla, and you'd get ree
| rerrala, occaaionally--not too much, but you get
them. LS ; | o
HACKMAN: I just wondered who at the'white Heeee was in
' housing. %Eziegegi}%zjhave « o -
HILLs Well, Lee White,for awhile. I'm trying to remember.
- It seems to me like sombbody else befors him. I
E! _ -g,ééz _ really don't remember right now his neme. But as :
sgy, I don't remember, 80 far as I'wan-concerned.

of getting far too much pressure from the White House,

but I know those things could bee. « « « They took

the view--they wouldn't pressure us too muchj thej

. Just took the view that thej would send us over views
= they had--a report, I mean. I don't remember there "
~ was ever a situation coming up where, "This has got

to be done" type of attitude. I don't remember

What about employment within FHA, after the Equel
Employment--thaq/Ekecutive order--came out? Was thero,

- .;_T?g;f;uh ‘much accomplished, did you feol? _ﬂ, ‘i.';=l5“iﬁéalﬁ
: : —HILLI——m—— A 1ittle.. Not anything like as much as. o Well,_
= '-m-“gfm1%§,=t?~ et first, it was really slow, but finally they got 1t

A

eccelerated and began to gain the directions .

I il
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to recognise the fast that they had to make a better
showing, They kept showing the o!ﬂu that had ne
Hbgro¢a¢ and thcn £inalxy lt got to a point where he

- hnd tvarybody really trying tﬂ acout around Exnapt
for a !aw typlst—clerk jo‘ba, th!nga oz thht aort. th-

,n

oiﬂ;r jdbs. it was really a casa of wa wert_hlvinq probe
v

lems about trying to £411 them, and so forth '

But overthe five or six yéﬁr pei&dd.‘they had enough

B lensa torget encugh donl'$n good time. In any case,

They haven't made a whole ot of

_General ILCounsel's office, a 1awyer. He worked up,"and




udowdutmcmmlunthatmcauidsu.
Z think there Mt?-—l fellow named W
\ [Buues Be Cash,JIv ], ,

‘ Cuh,\ and a !allaw nam?/ >

HILL)Y Wall in PHA, ther. m Calh, md thara wn W
. E. :chveYu T T Fol . T ‘
' Ferrero, and t '..'. ‘
. A th [ F 3 fhalme,cj:]
HACKMAN: A guy named H’hllip,al; mloney,(. “« & .
HILLs mlonoy, nams of Phll Maloney. Well. they were Uhat
wers cnlled the 1 ’)ﬁnp‘.layment /&;portunity ofticm.

-They had a raspons!.b!.!.ity, renuy. under the order to '
develop moral_ wgight on cases of comp_l_z_l_gp_t and __ghqg:ﬁf _—
éort of thing.-. hlthOugh they wouid coépetnte with‘

ment out was with personneiff—r - = e

And thsn another thin?—there were two or three

=== tdimes when we had freezas cn emplcymant. Then we ran
: to another—-—during one of thenppr0priation bills
TlberT Thoms]
ol Senator ] 'I’homaa/llimited sm to a fixed

figure.aand by tha time he lnjectedﬁ this flgu.re into _

legislation, we Wera oy_e_r:i}:_f 50 that meant that we | sssas |

—gf -had tocoma dcwn to a figure" And you had, nll thkt

= e ki.nc‘l of foclishnass out of t:he Ccmgresa which created o

P T problems on eoma

L
|



Anstances where you might be _ahle to JQ BomBTALDY b
about smployment.
HEACRAN; Why do you think he waited so lomg to write that
_lxmtivo order in housing, till late ‘627
HILI R | X ruuy don't know. o! eouru. thoﬂ vas, ) TI ¢
| undmtand, tremendous Oppodtl.an to it. you hwn. in.
varying circlu.dfa/d then, of courae, thay a1l m
generally pretty liberal.
Congrees was roftléd.- They called a—-they

stuted a 2-21d3 program, and then thnra was I vast .

need for mors puil Lo housing, and any of thess appro-

R R RTI

“\

Sl b - priations to meke them pay more. . . . ?h_l_'.!l‘il Just

> _._my surmise., And then some of them, some of them @/

B —_—

e e % strunger /E)écutive order.

HACKMANy.:-- Did the ({xecutive order chango your job ﬂsnch. giv-

: - f___ you more leverage? Mknow there werem 1ot of objecti_c_:n-
e = b the way it was writter: but ha :lt at all affactivo

E _ *‘_z;:‘“’ from bfaat you could see 1:1 your area? R e
——ym— g:[{.*!f_;_ Well, 1t m CL) limited tha it really waen't effact!.vo.
; _:T_—Hbut on the other hand it d4d increass - \

4||Ii -‘l



3 the amount of work that I had to do. Baseuss
you'ro t.rying to davolop wayl of making it

wor and getting tho max:'mmm miloa.ge out or

- 1t 3end thaffsort of thing.‘ We had a tramendoul _
= & amount of oomplaintu on 1t} mos;c of them you -
couldn't do anything withg because they didn't
it the requirements. But then/\evan when you

Hal-'rea))
did havo factual situations @Lﬂhnc’;ma within

—; the scope of the order, you had a hard time% -
,—_i_ . you had to startiall over again, dg “the educating
*'i“fﬁ; ;%Tﬁof the directors and everybody wh&lal\in tﬁeir staﬂ‘ “5“'”

- “up 8o many different ways that i'c would get

= shills, andbihit anok of thiﬁ“.

. could 1nterpret this thing, or weas it rairly “r ok

- . hard to Befine? - T b
g rte—— weskions wedd Gome wp o

msiLmrrassc. Eotad i T S R N

“that sort of t.hingv- I th.ink getttng things

_1_.:_4¥ done, getting thlnga c.hanged to comply with

he objectivas of . the order was t.he biggest
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-

proﬁlm. b ; maa.n, ir 1t‘was a olear-;but violation

| of the order, nobody wu opj:oaod. - But the're

were 80 many inatnnoen Hhera we fe‘.lt tha.t 1r

we did things ;1 11ttle difrerently, or 11‘ we

tried somsthing else, we would be withingthe :

aphera of the order, and you would atill be

doing an effective Job in FHA You Bee, Bﬂ._

the attitude%—t&:- aqu thereg waa% atfem 211,

this is a business Opera,'cion; you can't disturb —-
the business operation 'too i:mich, and =11 that

eort of stuff. They were more concerned about= -+ —~—=

the attitude of the morEagees than they were ahout

— a 1ot elmthingsr oF -NA'J'A*-“IS“O*"' WLIE .
: llar/*
)] You?i.é—mentiéx brieﬂyﬁﬁl Govemor E%—LJ

Syvopent g j H.(Corfﬁ"

Lawrence's comit;tee;that the ,P’resident appointed. . S

g Were these people any help at all to you, un-- -

= coopea&tive, or?. <

ﬁILI.: —__- They were cooparative ,' they Juat never had tho

= muscle, .And they did.n't have very much of gs===.=r: o

—_f ”‘budget, 8O- .’Lt was more of a.papengshuff]_i —;L~:;;—ﬁ;,;—,,-::—

o oEeJation, 80 i‘e.r ha they were concerned. . Thay s
e = - ‘
a few conﬁvrence@ one in Boaton, £ T © - R -

Chicago, one down in 8t. Louils. And We got S

T - another group aféilixted wit Hen wnd held owe oo



|
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.

B2
. g oHher
\ in Baltimore. But outside one.or two feducational
- things of that nature, it was Just Zahuf[l&'”j paper®
“Bdeg. Yot that T don't think that the maivmm-.
who were in the Job wanted to do more,. but I
E Just don't think they s could de r-whe.G)

HACKMAN? There's one other series of questinns here, and

this i{s a back on the caiupkign again? Can you

: . . recall any discussion of the possib_i_.l.’g._tf'pf__'w_
- fr - trying to do sordeith'iln'g with/e"ivii}iigﬁﬁa ‘1eglia'-_.
7:____;2' _ lation in that fall session of '60,- September
. . —-. Bession, that Tump session of Congress? Sav e
HIIE ; Well, I remember, you knowot_:_‘l}?y Mwmwccd #uu/-' 7 ol
—-; ;Mthay were going to come —'back a.fter the . w 3
2B —_i__-:";:_ - 'Convention, but I wasn't involved in any of
7;1_:‘?__:__“_ these things here. I'm trying to remen;tzgifz_m@
B i —" it seems to me like the NAACP had someclguass

: .._.come up from Washington to ta.lk to some of thaanor ;mcH

o ’I maan,\maybe something or that nature, or meet

ﬁecause,\aa I say,\at that time I had been away
/ /

---.

-.r~w===——:—from my practice a pretty 1ong while, ahdiwas \,-«a*"———;l_"-';' -

7 _——=f = trying to sL&jf—*_' hock o cgsq;.d , trying t9_5 T ey -

i get back to work. vl

EACW As far as Kennedy'a trips into the South, did,ﬁu.f;,_f--_ .

——m -

S e

* R - 3 i 1° - 2



~ you do eny advance work on anjr e s w R’

ETLL? . H‘o,.' I din't do any advance work; Frank did’ that.
e A Avdn'h do w2
No, I d®i=ne advanoo work.

- EACKMAH:  What was .the policy--I don't Ymow 11' you know
thia-—-—but what wes the polioy &8s far as meeting

with Negro leaders in an area when you would
go in. Was this always done, or was it usually

not dong,kas far as the ﬁ/enator M_}

area? Do you remember anythimg, or don't know?

'iu(l,._h,, " |h|.li:5
|
l

BEILL: . I just don't recall. FNow Ehktiow that he met
h?_."-—w :+;\
with Negro groups and wanicus Negro leaders,

o]
Mgl

:{

i

but I mean just how it was errenged, I jus

knOW. ’ . I P T e e e ﬁ'—-AL__“";

HACKMAN I was just wondering how that worked in the South:.‘__'_;"'

HILL3 I don't Ynow. I'm sure that Frank
IAJ'ICAL*‘AE(‘
“Ze meet with thess, ‘but,.aat time oI don
/

remember dia cussing tt .

P HACKMAN: ~ Can you remamber looki.ng back at the campaign

= S a.ftar 1t was overé and concluding that the Hegma_

how successml the efforts had been. at a_'Ll?

E T That's a pretty tough questiong at this late _::,:_

gy =" - dﬂ.teo ..i-,__ et e ::;____.7 ';f__"_




St : & 5 : =y
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- HILL) Put it this way. x&mwmmmmm

the Hcgro wt. was cmhl)nlnd 1ook1my vhnro we Io-t. :
1
tho clonneu of 1t was dua to thaum t}nt we got

._F

o au::h l -trong -upport‘f:;m thb Hog'rovnt-. ~ y

HACKMAN) Can you remm‘bcr lnything in purtlcullr about Atmurﬁ
I think i.n Atlanta the Negrou voted for Nixon. f;:ag_ i
wiat I've heard, I just wondered if you'd spent ny

_ time in Atlanta., | T

Ve mni to [A.ﬂ.l'.] Waldén. who called a Gadrqia-wld;a— |

group tégethér. 'df. c;&rs;; at thnt tﬁé.r 'h'a ﬁ‘lL

ailing and it was really run by [ 74 ) Cochrans.

Now, Cochrana wasn't as well. liked. 1' mean, it was

unfoﬁ:unata that Colonel Walden was kgn/d of feverish., N

At that particular time he was not only in bad shape
but he also--he could hardly hear at that time, at - ..

that particuler tima. Bft of course, so conabquent}y,_-;

instead of the ﬁ:lonel runnriﬁ:g tha. meeting COcHrani :

ran it. And everybody knew that Cochrang wasn't

rully running it, uort of undea:handad. So cons&- i

¥ _-_T;‘-_-_‘,,_-, =

quently, that organizationa!. effort waan't u effac-

tive as 1t would Ihave been 18fthe ;./olonel had been

o 5 e B really the 9pnrkplug that he had formerly been. - But




e

| | | =585
Ithlnkthntwhldqoodcoop;rutimouto!thcuw'
in Goorqll. Anﬂ this is news to me; I never h-l!d that .
nncxuaﬁn I think a couplo of peoplc in interviews l%?(.o .

Wt i i Seee

HILL) I! there hld heen an affactivt push ¢-w'd e T

Sy
G Ry

Woll. you see, you had a stronq Rnpublican orqnnb-
zation in Washlngton-! nmean in Georgiz, and of courseye

I mean, I'm not trying to cdaim the Nagréea were 100

per cent for Kennedy, but I still think that we had

nmae the majority of the Negroes, despite the fact thﬁy
really started off with a strong Republican organiza-
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This was strictly E;:;anta; T don't know about the—

- state as a whole. I just heard scmebédy ke this

T comment. The&r may ba incorrect.

HILLS Another thing, you see, Cochrane at one time had been
sort of identified with the Republican organizatépn, ..

‘:—':*” As a matter of fact it was in housing,:wasn't it; part A

of the time during-tha-Eisenhower Adminis tration,

EACKMRm That's 211-Y can think of, unless. yon can think—ot—- e

- sonmething else on the campaign or otherwlaa. LoomLs

HILLs . X can't think of anything else ‘right this moment: — -
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