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Biographical Note 
Luther H. Hodges (1898-1974) was the Governor of North Carolina from 1954 to 1961 and 
the Secretary of Commerce from 1961 to 1964. This interview covers the 1956 and 1960 
Democratic National Conventions; the 1960 National Governors’ Conference; John F. 
Kennedy’s [JFK] 1960 presidential campaign; the Department of Commerce, including 
reorganization, agencies within the Department, and relations with other groups; establishing 
the U.S. Travel Service; the Business Advisory Council; businessmen and government; the 
economic recession in 1960–1961; the Area Redevelopment Act; the 1962 rise in steel 
prices; balance of payments; and trips abroad, among other issues. 
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These electronic documents were created from transcripts available in the research room of 
the John F. Kennedy Library. The transcripts were scanned using optical character 



recognition and the resulting text files were proofread against the original transcripts. Some 
formatting changes were made. Page numbers are noted where they would have occurred at 
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