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Oral History Interview
with
LOUIS E. MARTIN

washington, D.C.
Harch 14, 1966

By Ronald J. Grele

For the John F. Kennedy Library

Mr. dartin, when did you first cozme into contact with John

F. Kennedy or join the Kennedy organization?

The first meeting I can recell took place on August 2, 19460.

I zot a telophene call from Washington in my Chicago office,
Frani Reeves and Harris [L—., Jr_.7 Hofford — Harris I did mt
know but RZeeves was an old friend — they asked that I attend
a meeting of Megro Deuscrats at the offices of the Advisory
Comaitize of the Denocratic Mational Counittee in Washington.
This meeting was acheduled, as I said earlier, on August 2.

I cane down for the one-day neeting and fourd gathered a
muztber og/];dfrierxis in the Democratic party, those with whom:

I hed worked off and on in various political prejeets sincs
1944. There I uet for the first tine a mwsber of the official
Remmedy family, tir. ZﬁJ Sargent Shriver. ia's. Haploris Lewson
arxi Frank Rceves were the two Negrows who ssened to be in the
position of campaign leadership. Associated with then was M.

Harris Woffard who I understand had been with the XKemnedy tean



long pricr to the national Convention. It was a whole day
avebing with seaslons in the norning and the afternoon with

a break for luneh. As a newspaper wan, one of the chores

that fell te ay lot was to issuc a press release -— write

a press rolease, rather --— on the proposed structure of the
Civil iz his Division for the caxpaign. There we ¢ some
differsncas betwaen rs. Marjoeric Lawson amxd Frank Heeves.

It a privete conference with &, Woffard and &, Shriver we
workod out an agreonent on the titles and general structure

of the Civil Rights Uivision.

What wers Lhe differences of opinion beiween itrs. Lawson &nd
ire Heoves?

I think the diffsrsnees weroe more of 2 personality nature than
any real gubgtantive dissgrseseni on program or policy. ir.
Reeves had been associated with another candidate in the primary
and frs. Lawson had been with the Eenmedys for about two ywars
ag an informal consultant. Thers was sone feeling that.. + «
ST, 46 wan & poossokiiby SlBismsn morw dnptilng dlni T
better leave 1t at that. iy rols, in a small way, was dolng a
little wedieting around this personallity problem. Ve wrote a
statenent which &ll agreed upon and this was to be released at

Hyannls Port. That is what happepned. The release appears in
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The Speeches of Senator John F. Kennedy -- Presidential
Campaign, 1960, page 959. So thare's a rocord of that relaase.
At this necting, what were your impressions of the participants?
I wag very much surprissd at ths sannsr in which thsy approaehsd
the campaisn -and had the to volce some very serious
digagrecaents with the approach.

Ovor what?

Ong,the attitude Loward YNegro press and Hogro m=diag the pro-
posals they had for inwolveaent of !wgre leadesrships and the
amount of financing that was being digeussoed. The original
issuc at which I ltook exception was the atiitude toward Lhe
Hegro pross. 1 happen to know that soms foriy-five to fifty
thousand dollars of outstanding ohlirations hwd not been mst
froy ths previocus campalign and smong tho papurs nol having been
paid wes my own [Iau.ght-eﬂ. You caan sae why. IS wae very clear
that unless these debts were cleared up we would start off with
less enthusimsa than we night if the party lived up to its
agreenents. Ar. Shriver was immedlately alerted to this problea
and called me in the office to discusz it in more detaill. I
had no more idea of working in the campeign, nor nad I been
asked at that point, but I was very much concernad about the
zamner in which the Democratic party kept its arraeements for

the advertising that wase carried in the papers for which they
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received no payment. All of the money was for advertising and
secondly, the proposals for fineneing the campaign were not
very clear to me. I was disappointed in the attitude toward
the campaign financing and told them very clearly that we
would never be able to rally the Negro vote in the manner in
which they were proceeding. I outlined what I thought was a
more realistic budget with reference to advertising &s well as
campaign organization. FEveryone in the room was trying to be
helpful and that was about all I could contribute.

What were their estimates of the budget that you disagreed with?
As I recall they were talking about a mundred thousand dollars
or two hundred thousand dollars and I had spent more than that
in 1944, nyself when I was assistant publicity director of the
Democratic National Cogmittee under Chairman /Robert/ Hannegan
for about three months in that 1944 Ex’anklin D./ Roesevelt ~
[Hmy S_._7 Trunan camp. There were very few people present who
had any experience with the expenditures for ¢ campaign ap-
parently. Under any circunstances we had a long determined
discussion of these problems and I was assured by ¥r. Shriver
that the Democratic Hational Committee would live up to ite
obligations and pay all these papers for their advertising and
at least start off with & clean slate:

Did they?
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Yes, ultinately they did.

What were your disagresments over the role of leadership in the
campaign?

Well, I thought it was very important that every effort be made
to enlist the active support of the high Negro leadership
irrespective of past associations, party affiliations and what-
not. We had & very interesting day-long conference and I was
pleased to participate. I found Mr. Shrivver/:ery warm and per—
sonable and practical political personality. I had heard a
great deal about him in 8hicago where I edited The Chicago
Defender but I really never go to know him,

Who did not wish to enlist all the Negro leadership?

It not sure that I phrased that properly. In a discussion of
who does what, who is glven what assignment, there were some
indications that the abilities, motivations, and attitudes of
certain Negro leaders were under scrutiny. This person was not
trustworthy or this peeson was a faker or this person was so:non
and so forth. My view was, "Letfe forget all of the petty
things and let?'s move on a broad front and get everybody in

the act. Let the chips fall where they maly as the campaign
Proceads. M

Do you recell offhand who wanted to exclude whom?"

I don't think the issue developed on so much exclusion as very
pronouwnsed praferences for aartain peoples bub whish.had theb



developed would autématically have exeluded some.

GRELE$ Was it at this meeting that the discussion of whether or not to
seek the support of Martin Luther King was raised?

MARTINt I™m not sure. It's been s0 long ago. I can recall some feeling
that it was necessary to emphasize & need for total involvement
of the Negro lsadership. That's about as much as I can recall
of that.

GRELE?: that else was discussed at the meeting?

MARTIN: Well, aeside from personalities and finance, structure, we were
glven some general view of the civil rights position of the
President himself with which I was not familiar, Having bsen
out of the country for a year, I did not kmow a great deal
about the Senabor or about any of the Kennedys excepl ia few
things I had resad when I was in Nigeria. We were very impressed
with ¥r. Shriver. He seened to be very sincers and very able.

I wag very impressed with him.

GRELE3: How waa John Kemnedy?'s record on civil rights presented to you?

MARTIN: I think Harris Woffgrd detailed some of his accomplishments in
the eivil rights area. I reumember feeling that he did not
have a great deal to bulld a campaign on because his record,
while acceptable, was not mta,bi»e in civil righta it seemed to
me at that time. I must say Im under something of a handicap
because I had been away and I wasntt famdlisr with what had happensd
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in the past year. I knew he had &ppeared before Negro audiences
in different places and had made the kinde of speeches that got
a good response. His voting record was not any more etable on
the civil rights thing:ihan many others in the Senate

Was the question of his wvote for the jury trial amendment to the
Civil Rights Act of 1957 raised at that time?

Yes, I think that did come up., Several questions were asked
about that.

How was that presenied?

As I recall Woffgrd and Shriver explained it away and how I
don'tt rember.[fmlghte;?

Did the question of the /John/ Patterson breakfast?

Yo=, that came up. Then I think I asked a question which arose
out at the national Convention four years earlier when he ran
for vice president. After that a friend of mine, Earl Brown,
was asaigned to cover the Convention by Life Magazine &nid he

in same of the copy which I had an opportunity to read although
it never get published —— some references were made to many
rmeetings between the Kennedy forces in that Convention contest
and a mumber of political wheZz'ls in the South. Some of thase
politiecal wheels, of course, were &reh-segregationists , arch-
ensiles of civil rights in ocur view., These associations were
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peliticglly inspired for a very speeific political®in® and could
be explained on the grounxds of sheer expedignes.

Following the day-long meeting I returned to Chicago
without any part of having any official position in the
campaign. I committed myeelf to doing everything I could in
my own private capacity that could help as did everyone present.
Upon =y return to Chicago I received a telephone call explaining
that it was very important that I return and discuss at greater
lenth scae of the things that had come up in the meeting.

A eall from Whonm?

Sarge Shi¥ver. It was not clear to ne exactly what hs had

in 2ind and shorily afier K. Shriver called Woffgrd called.
Frank Resves aleo talked tc moe. It seemsd that there wae a
need for someone to assist in publicity and to work with the
Negro media ~~ press and radio. Within & wwek I was bakk in
Washington and made an agreement to work as a consultant on
matters of public relations and general campalgn organization.
Why did you choose to be a consultant?

¥ell, they were not prepared to pay the kind of money that I
had been making. Originally T thought I could work three days
a wesk and return to Chicago to my other buginesses but I dis-
covéred soon that this was not the way you worked with the
Kemnedys. However I maintained the status of a consultant and
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wofked seven days a week. I had to ultinately disassociate
ayself from any immediate respongibilities in my other businesses.
The <Bief oporation immedistely presented itself. That was

to begin turning out news releases, to start thinking about
literature and appeals for radio and other media., Mr. Woffard
was given an overall responsibility for coordinating the €ivil
Rights Division, with ire. Harjorie Lawson having the top {&tle.
Et was decided thai Frank Reeves would coordinate field activities
and sctually accompany ths candidate.

Were you at:gll invelved in the discussion of whether or not

to have a comittes jor a seetion with one pearticular head?

This 1lssue cropped up at the criginal mecting and it seemzsd

that the consensus was that & Civil Rights Division with a
chairman and that type of structure was pretty much agreed upon.
¥hy was Hrs. Lawgon chosen o head the diviegion?

Bhe was one of the best knowm Hegroes who, for two years,

prior to the Convention, had been public}¥ asslsting the cam-
paign and the candidate. 5She apparsntly had dons a very effective
Job of introducing hin to Negro groups and arranging meetings
with Negro leaders of the ecivie, fraternal and religious organ-
izations. She had a prior claim in a sense because of her..g. »
Frank Reeves who was the other peram,probably the most logical
cantender for the top spoty had, as I eadd earlisr, worked with
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I think it was /Psteg/ Kefauver — another candidate.

Liubert Hy/ Humphrey.

Humphrey, I mean. He was a leader with Kefauver in the Con-
vention beforse. This, I think, px_‘etty muech decided the issue.
There was no great debate ovér thiﬁ, as I recall.

How did you first begin to organiza your activities dealing
with the press and public relations?

Well, this was not toc difficult. One, &s = I7r—er president
of the Hational Hewspaper Publishers Association and having
bsen in the business for twenty years or so, I knew wmost of

the important publishers personally and ny {first job, of courss;
was Lo alert all ay collegguss that we were going to get

. Keannedy in the White House 21 I wanted their cooperation.
Did any of them have any reservationa?

Well, we did not have many comittaents but most of thea were
flexdble and open minded. One of their considerations was

the agreementfthat we had to pay those back bills.and they
were very grateful for that as a bonus rather. Politically
they reserved judgment. Many of them were not familiar with
Kermody and I was reainded by several that both irs. /Franiklin
D,/ Roopevelt and Congressuan /Adam Clayton/ Powell had made
public statezents to the effect that Kennedy would have difficulty
getiting the Negro wota, I recognised that{it was carly for coa-



mittments and my approech, therefore, was that I was not con-
cerned about comnitfments, editorial or otherwise. I was con-
cerned primarily -that the news and information about the
candidate getting a fair play in the news colums of their
newspapers., They assured me that we would get #& fair treatment.
There was no'comuittment with regard to money or advertising

or anything in those early days but we had had a long association
with all of thom and had been in campaiegns earlier and I think
they had some little confidemoo in us,; At least we like to

think so. [laughter/

GRELE: ¥hat kinds of materdials did you use when it caae time to turm
out publiicity relcasea?

MARTIN: Well, the wost important thing, of course, was to got the
statenents of the candidato on clvil rights acroes to suphasizs
the determination and dediéation of this candidate to aMlew
@eal in hce ﬁelat.iona”axxi explain his views on saae of the
oontrowd.ee‘of the moment, speeifically the right for Negroes
to glt-in and pieket and so forth and demonstrate. The candidate
at that time had made a mmber of good statementg)and the stete-
ments wers in that respect far more liberal than those /Richard ¥,/
Nixon was making.|

GRELE; Just as an asideé, whose phrase was the "New Deal in Race Relations?™

MRTINE I don® really know.but that's the way I got into politics — the
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New Deal — and Ifve always used it. I can't remembers —6f

¢ourse-it-was hrought up under Roosevelt. It could have been

nade by anybody. I just don't recall.

Therone thing that sticks out most in my mind about the
period — that firgt period — was that in a discussion with
gome of those in the Civil Rights Division we had the bright
idesa that we could draw Mixon out on # one or two issues. I
nade the suggestion that the candidate send Nixon a telegram
in which he called for a statement from Nixon on several issues.
Itve forgetten the specific issues now but I remember that Sarge
Shriver suggested that I accompany him to his hotel very near
midnight and that he would place a call to Hyannis Port and
explain what we were up to to the candidate. He finally reached
Senator Kennedy and began explaining this suggested inguiry to
Ni>on. In tho course of the explanation he felt that he was not

getting it across and ho intreduced me to the Senator by telephone.

Iz this fhe first time you hed met him?

The first time I ever hoard him and of course I had never seen
hirna, Hs introduced me over the telephone to the Senator and I
trisd to explain to him what I had in mind. T recall being
taken aback by the reply. The Senator said, "That idea might
sound a1l right but you just den't know that B.o.b. Instead of
answering directly he will curve and ¢ome beckiwith another
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question. I don' think we can pin the bastard down that way."
[laughter/ That was my first introduction. That was my first
brush with that salty languags that he used on oeccasion., I
finally had to agree with him. Following the call Sarge turned
to me and sald, *Now you Bee why he's going to be president,
dontt you." ﬁulghteg?
What were some of the other ideas that you had for stressing
Senator Kennedyts record on civil rights?
Well, ay first thought was toc arrenge for meetings, personal
neetings and all kinds of group meetinga, with the candidate
and the leadership, &1l kinds of leadership. This was onc of
cur carly gestures.
Hy first introduction to Senator Kemmedy came on August
31 when 3arge Shriver had arranged a conference off the €ivil
#ights section with the Senator in his office in a conference
rooi off the Senate floor. As we arrived the Senator was on the
floor. He was taking part #n a debate. JFhen he appeared we
filed into the room and I s&t at the one end of the long table
facing him and trisd te study him and see what I could from
physical appearances the kind of man he wasz. We were intro-
duced,of course, individeally and he shook hands and gave each
oi‘uaagenenlndlo;MtImimm-eamd that he did not wsste
mich time., He went immedlately dnto the 1:&19; We had the
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problem & arranging the first press conference on civil rights.
That conference was to take place in the Capitel.

What adviee did you give him on this first confersnce.

¥Well, Herris Woffard and I had been workirg on a statement.

I dontt reeall now. The limmediate igsue concerned the position
of the candidabe regarding Republican strategy to put a civil
rights bill in the ruap session of Congress. It had been
decided earlisr that Senator Kennedy, along with Senator Joseph
Clari and Congressuan /Paamicl/ Celler and several others that
a comeittes would be naned to draft a meaningful and comprehonsive
civil rights bill for the next session of Congress. We debated
this at length and all of us agrzed that rather than to coms

up wilth some gimnlek for the rwip session that we should produce
& meaningful bill for the next sesslon of Congress. The

Negro leadership was divided scmowhat and there were some calls
for action immsdimtely. We had, we thought, a problem. In order
to clarify there and explain the pesture of Senator Kemnedy we
decided that a press conference would be held. At this press
confaerence he would explain why he was not moving in the rump
sossion and why he felt that it was better to come up with a
subgtantive msaguwe for consldsration in the next session of

Congresa.
Did Hegro leadership at the time feel that this was an adequate
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esplanation?
We did our best to explain it through ealls, press rsleases,
et ceterg. I think the Republican strategy became transparent
as a pure political gimaick and there wae soms feeling that our
course was probably the correct one. We were also assisted
by the fact that Nixon had not besn very active and was not
gaying very much about civil rights.
In the early daye of the campaign was there a fear that the
large part of the Negro vots would indeed go Republican?
Most of us felt that the majority of the Hegroes would vote
Democratic because of the liberal tradition of the party but
we recognised that our concern was to keep the defection down
and to recoup the Democratic majority under [I-—‘ranklin D_.]
Roosevdlt. So it was a2 play for psrcentages in the vote and we
were out for all of it. We prepared & statement which was
accepted and the statement reads:
"We hese not tryed to match the sleventh hour Re-
publican tactic of substituting staged political
nansy rering for effective legislation. Rather
than yleld to the efforts to play politics with
a great moral question we would take the issue to
the Ameriean people. The Republican leadership
of the Senate knows full well that under the
parlianentary situation of the final crowded

week and in the political atmosphere of rancour
that developed no civil rights measure could

have passed.®
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[laughter/ This was one I was rather proud of.

How did you get Senator Clark to intreduce the motion that
finally killed that b4117?

Well, I don't recall that ploy. As a matter of fact you must
remember that my concern basically was with the writing and

the so-called propaganda. I think that we were able to seil
our point of view because as you can see what we were up to

in that statement. We charged the Republicans with playing
politics with a great moral issue.

At the time, did you and the candidate think that that was

an adequate appraisal of the situvation?

This was our sincere view on that because it was just impossibls,,
and every legislative authority around agreed,that scaething
was going to be accoaplished. We merely underlined that view.
What other work did you do at the time of the rump session?
Well,‘}the first major group meeting that we participated in

in those early days was a mesting of the candidate with repre-
gentatives of the National Bar Association, which is & group

of Negro lawyers. We haelped draft the statement for the candidate,
to be used in that meeting. The Jawyers wanted to get a commitf-
ment from Senator Kennedy that if elected he would appoint
qualified Negro lawyers to the federal benchég. Of courss,

the posture of the candidate was excellent. We helped to pre-
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pare this draft which the Senator used. I hagt copies in
my péckst., While the candidate had seen the early draft he
had not seen the final, I met with the lawyers prior to the
Senator entering the room and many of them; of course, I knew.
I began to tell the stories of how lupressed I was with the
candidate whom I did not know, having been in Africa, but I
foelt that here was a young, vigorous champion of the cause who
really could initiate a new era in race relations in this
country. The President walked in. Just hefore he bagan he
searched for the draft and fortunately I handed it to him
cut of my pocket. I was & little concerned because I knew
he hadn't read it al all but he read it beautifully and with
exgphasis on this business of comuitting himself to making certaln
that qualified Negroes could aspire to the federal judiciary.
GRILE: Did you arrange the meeting with the candidate and tle Fair Rent
Committee in New York?
HARTIH: No. A great many of us were working on arranging meetings.
I dentt recall that one.
GRELES That was tho meeting wherein he claimed that "with the stroke
of a pen" discrinination in hdusing could be eliminated.
HARTIN: Well, we were inwolved, of course, in those statements but he
met with & number of groups in which he used this statement.
My role in most of these situations was, of course, writing and
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helping Woffgrd and others..

Did you write this statement? Did you write this up?

I wrote part of the.. . « I dontt think I wrote the statement
ci the stroke of the pen. That was Harrls Woffard, I believe.
We were doing mo many things in conference and sommany people
were writing at the same tims that I'm just not sure whether
Woffard.« « . But I sure it was not mine, I think it was
Haxrdg., Rarris was & very excellent writer, very deeply
invelved in civil righis, and familiar with sovy of the
younger crowd of civil rights leadsrs — particularly the
ait-ing, the plekets, the young peopls. e understood the
issus very well,

What were soms of the other meetings for which you prepared
statements for the candidate?

Well, we had ocur hand in practically all of them in the civil
rights f£leld, bitt the authorship was always diffuse becsuse

80 many hands were in it, Mr. Shriver contributed thingss
gverybody centributed scsething. Incidentally the response
of the lawyors wes very go_pd, as were most of those meetings.
He had an electric quality/'p@mnality whﬁwh gave added enphasis
to almost any statsment. There was some enthusiasus and warmth
there. He made the most prosaic pronouncements sound like poetry.



CGRELE$

T A ]

HARTINg

-7

[Laughter/

Hoving on now to the organization of the civil rights section,
how closely was this ssetion coordinated into the campaign
organization?

Originally,we were housed at the offices of the Advisory
Commitiee of the Democratic Hational Conmitiee. After a fow
weeks we ware moved to the investz-zaﬂ%buﬂxiing at 15th and K.
There Mr. Sriver boused all of the minority group operations,
spocial interest group operations — the farmers, the eivil
rights, the BuMinessusn for Kemnedy, st celora. e were

& very scparste divigion in many respeets. however Frank Reeves
accompanied the President on & greal meny of his swings ercund
the couniry, We were alsried Lo the movexent of the ecandidate.

dany of us, of sowrse; tclephoned teans of leaders 1n every

arca to see the President. Frank carried it through in seeing
| 4% thagbad the chance to shake hands and talk with thes and

Did you coms into contact with Robert Kennedy at this stage
of the caapaign?

I met Robert Ksnnedy at & goneral meeting of the @ivil Bights
Division with hinm at the headquarters at 1G01 about five or
six weeks after couing to Washingten. I reeall at this meeting
that he questioned cich porson present on exmetly what they
were doing in the canpaign end, of course, I had heard a mumber
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of stordes about his matter-of-fact approach to affairs and
stories about his_ being & pretty tough cat. I was a little
takon aback at the meeting, however, to find that nelther
Harris Woffard nor Shriver nor any of the others made it very
clear, more specifically, what we were doing. When my turn
came I tried to speil out in deteil what I was deing and thero
wae some concern that I was perhaps a little too beld in some
statenents that I was making. I recall later that both Sarge
Shriver and Harris Woffard interrupted me to tell Bobby that,
"You know, this men is from Chicago.¥ I didntt know what that
meant but I took some exception to the manner in which ir,
Kennedy was conducting this meeting.

Any particulaers?

Well, specifically, he began to ask several others then to
answer his questions. He began to say that nobody was doing
anything. I told him that I thought -- I was speaking for
myself -~ we wers doing certain things but I didn?t think
that he was doing nothing. This caused a little excitement.
I said, I told him that he had not officially met with
Congressnan William L. Dawson, the leader of the Negroes in
the House, who was the traditional vice chairman of the com-
mittee, and he should by all means touch that bass. I thought

N

this was very unfortunate that ®h kkd not touched baaeé 111 hie
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position as overall chakrman that hs should. It was done

in a friendly manner but it was mipinterpreted. John
Seigenthaler, who was in the room, decided that I should

remain after everyone left. I found that, having been out

of the country and all,I was not awars of the legend tist
surrounded Bobby Kemnedy and didn't understand that he was
supposed to be a very strong little young man. I think that
because there was soie concern about the manner in which I

had addregged him that Seigenthaler told me to stay. So

we finally had & private meeting with him. At that time

I unburdened uyself even more.

What did you tell him them?

Well, I explained the nceds of our group — that we didn't

have enough money and that I was wondering whether they

really wanted the Negro vote. I said, "If you want it, you
can get it but you're going to have to work for it and you'rs
going to have te fight for it amd you're golng to have to

spend mongy™ and so forth and s0 on. I was not trying to impress
him in anytbing other than the faets that anyons would have
from having had the experiences in the past from trying to do
something in a national way. I was pleasantly surprised he

took it all in very good spirits and we developed & relationship
that was besutiful from that moment on. /laughter/ Subsequently
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when he wanted things he would call me directly and we began to
work very closely.

If we can stray for a moment, how was Congressman Dawson inte-
grated into the cmupaign, or was he?

He was not. Following the meating he told me to get the Congress-
man and bring him to him. I did. I got a hold of Congressman
Dawson, took him in a cab and brought him up there and put him
in the room with the Senator and closed the door and walked out.
I wanted the Congressman to explain the past relationship and
the party structure and that Chicago was terribly important

and he was the leader of the Negro Democrats of Chicago but
also he had been on the national scene as the lesder of Negro
Democrats since 1944.

The Senator or Robert Kennedy?

Robert Kennedy. No, I'm sorry. I meant Robert Kennedy. They
talked for probably & half hour or more. Anyway, when the
meeting was over I tock the Congressman back to his office.

I asked him, "How did it come out?™ He said, "Well, now,
he's a young man," and so forth, and "We had a nice uneventIul
little chat."® I never got any more out of him on that. But I
wag very concerned that the position of the Congresanan ‘would
be upheld as an important Democratic leader 'ui{,t': a national

reputation who had been vigorous in meny:years past, since.t4i.
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So we prevailed upon Sarge Shriver to do what many of the cthers
alse suggested -— that is, open a special office and give hiam
pone respect &8s the vice chairman of the Demoeratic Mationel
Committes.

I have been told by members of that ssection who were probably
more in touch with younger Hegrc: leaders that Congressman

Davrson did nol have the support or contacts with young Fegre
lsadership that was nesded for this rola. Do you agrss or

disagree?

e 1 1 SRS

I think there is great tamuth in ‘Umtf{ "I agree but you must
reaeiber that in a tight contest you must have the orgenizational
support absclutely intact and work like the devdl to capturs the
isagination of the uncommitted. TYou dontt lsave any stons
unturned. 1 was concerned that, while I did not expect Con-
gressuan Déwson to be able to galvanige the younger, aore
militant Megro olement, he would at least keep under complete
control the organisational groups and to inspire thez to do
more and partioipate fully in the campaign. When I cconazdder
the eount of the Chicago vote &fter the electien I think we

were on the right track. ﬁnughtd ¥e needed everybody.

As I told you earlier, my theory had always been that yor, 2t
total involvement. 1 don*t like to play -— and this was a part
of our thinking in those days.. » . We dignot went to play one
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group ageinst another or give.any preference to this or that.
We needed everybedy. So I maaﬁ I argued just as vigorously

to enlist the old guard as we did in welecoming the new. I
think that in a tight contest you must do that.

At the same time, I belisve, there was a dispute about whether
or not the members of the eivil rights ssetion should go out
into the field. How was that dispute resolved?

We developed ¢ gm@ll field team hsaded by Reeves. We brought .
people to man the Speakers® Bureau. When we got around some
of the fileld operation was to enlist the help of Democrats in
various states who were eloguent and able on a platform to fill
cortain speaking engagements inareas where the crowd wasntt
large enough to warrant the candidate himself. Hrs. idarjorie
Lawson worked very vigorously with the religious 1audergjam1d all
of us pooled our resources in terms of friendships and so forth
to get the important Hegroes committed and to get them active.
Was there ever any discussion of getting a direet endorsement
from ¥artin Luther King?

Well, from the very beginnfng in this program of total involve-
ment it was our personal view that we had to get as close to a
comitfnent as possible. As a matter of fact, the issue of
Martin Luther King arcse in the first meeting with Bobby Kennedy.
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It was at that time that I expreseed very grave concern that
we get thege lsaders ecommitted if we could possibly do it.
There was some disagreement on the approaches. I made it clsar
that from a publie relationsA stahdpoint we could never give up
on this idea because whils no one leaderist that time could
possibly be credited with swinging the entire Negro group
every big leader we could get conmitted we were that much
further ahead. Prankly, this view was shared by r~"!‘;9.z'¢:1 and
aost of them and it was terribly important to my functicn as
PR — public pelatlons -- operation. Plans were discussed to
create conditions and situations that would lead leaders to
Jjoin with ns ard probably the most significant was the
Hational Conference on Consfitutional Rights -- I think it

was called — in Hew York City.

Can we get into that conference? Now I'm going te turn the tape.
/Pnd Tape I, Side I/ Prior to the conference the candidate
appeared at Howard University?

Yes, we were anxious to have the Senator speak before a Negro
awdience in which he would make a very clear dsliniation of
hie stand and explain his views, et ceters. We arranged through
& third party — Frank Reeves and several others from Howard,
graduated from Howerd -~ to work out a2 meeting. We got the
American Council on Fuman Rights to invite both eandidates —
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Mixon and Kennedy — to address the student body. It was
scheduled on October 7, just a few days before the National
Conferense on Constitutional Rights in New York. Fertunatsly
Nixen turned the invitation down.

Why?

Itts not clear what happened but he did not show and we had

the Howard University student bedy to ocurseclves, The appearance
of the candidate accoupanied by his w;i.fe-uas gquite a significant
event because this was & move that had a great appsal to the
so-called MHegro middla class. Howsrd University is a very
unigue institution in Negre 1ife. lere we had the ecandidate
along with his wife and the whole university with Hixon not.
showing. Infet, the Senator in his opening statement took
note of the fact that his Republican opponent had ignored the
uneating. He sald, (quete) "I rogret that the Republican
nember hes not shown up as yet to debate with us.” (unguete)
Congressman /Pdward P,/ Boland had preceeded him and bogan
talking and the Senator said, %I would 1like to present their
case for theg," speaking of the Republicans, which got & great
mlgn.‘; Then Be finally said, "But I'd rather speak for our
oWn czse.” He was in exeellent spirits.and his wife was & show-
plece on the platform. Among many things he @aid, &s follows}
(quote)
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"] think we cannot afford in 1960 to waste any

talent which we have. It is 2 matter of cur national
survival, as well as a matter of national prineiple,
and T belleve that the Presfient of the United States
must take the leadership in setting the moral tone, the
unfinished business, in setting the sights of Americans
to the go&l of realizing the talents in an equal way
of every American. Every Amerdcantz talents are not
equals every American will not finish through &
eollege or own & house. But that should be on the
basis of his contribution to sosisty, his energy,

and his vitality, his intelligence, his motivations,
not based on the color of his skin. That is the goal
in society which I think we should work toward in the
1960ts."
This statement 2long with many otle ra brought great applause
ard the Senator and his wife were mobbed i’o}.lowing the meeting.
From & public relations point of view we explored quite a
significant thing because every college trained Negro in
America gotidh- message. It was at a place that tradition
hed made important to them and Mixon had failed to schow. So
this was followed & few days later by the Constitutional
Conference in Hew York. But for the Negro press it was a
great story and we heppened to make the most of it. I think I'm
goint to end this. Thie thing's going to teke forever if I keep
on like this. : _
Maybe you could de the meetiné;en constitutional rights.
The constitutional conference was an excellent projeet from
our point of view.
Was Nixon invited to this conference?

No. UWnat we did — in ths planning of the conference in New York,
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we developed panels,and all of us uslle suggestions for panel
mesnbers. We ealled on almogt every significant person in the
eivil rights movemeni to participate. In addition we got many
of the acadsmic type, the middle chéss types in business and
other areas,that normally would not partieipate in & partisan
political operation. We made it very clear that this was not
& partiean appreaech, that we were helding a eonstitutional
meeting, 2 agsbing that transcended party politics.

Webe there any Hepublicans lhers?

There were Republicans. As & matter of fact, wo suggested soue
for panclsc This exposurz that the Senator finelly got at thls
two or ﬁhrée day meeling to leaders who had naver been active
in a Bemocratic campalen in my view wes one of the most hopeful
and helpful things in the whole campaign. It waecef course the
sowrce of & muber of newspsper stories and comment from that
day until election day. Harris Woffard did & magmificent job
&long with many others in giving the conference a substantive
base and projecting proposals that msde sense to both the
militant as well as the more conservative Negro leadership.

A muber of Negro celebrities.. . . I remember I accompanied
Frank lontere to appeal to Harry Belafonmte to show. We went
up to Belafontels office in Tin Pan Allasy and spent a half
hour or me convincdlz him that he had to be thers. Relafonte
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was very vigorcus in his demand that this businesa of ecivil
rights has got to be taken meriously and he wanted some agtion.
We promised him that the way to get it was to come on and get
into this conference ard st.renghten the hand of the forces
that were working fer a real newund@r the leadership of this
vigorous new chaapion. ¥We were fortunats that he and a number
of other ceclebrities appeared. Ue dovelopsd sogething of a
swing of the leadership to our causn. The HAACP ['fmtiom
Aseociation for the Advancement of Colored People/ which had
for all of its history maintained a non-partisan posture —
soze of the MAACP leaders were roluctant but we finally pre-
vailsd on aome df thew to show, We did everything we could
to apsure everyone present that whether h&ﬁ&--a Republican
or not this was a conference dealing with the bagle lsse and
that {h=ir voices should bs heard.

¥hat did John RKemnedy do at the eenference?

He made a8 major gpeech at the close of the confarence. I¥11
have to conealt my notes but as I reeall Mrs. ﬁmﬂdin Y
Roosevelt, Senator [Herbert HJ Lehman, Mayor [ﬁobert G_,]
Wagner, Governor fAverill/ Harrisan, Senator/Wayngf torse,
Congressman Celler,aSenstor /Philip A,/ Pert and a great many
people were on the platform., His quote runs like thisg




"] an grateful to all of you. I am grateful to
Senator Humphrey. He permitted ms to graeb his

coattails once more in Minnesota by coming
East. I wust say, to take time out in an intense
caupalgn which involves his future gresatly which
is hard fought in Hinnesota, to give up two days
at this crucial poist in the campaign, I think, fimsst,
indicates how strongly he believes in this cause
and also how great a man he is. You ean tell who
lan*t running for office by that relamxed posture
that they assume up here.m
The Semator, of course, payed tribule to delegates who
came from forty-two states to take part in the conference
and he expressed the hope that einilar conferences would
be called aftor the election.
GRELES What were the iapressions of the conferees when they left
the meeting?
KARTIN: I think they were imnediately convinced that we had a great
champion and he made it clear that he was going to move
in executive action and legislative action and that he
acknowlaedged the moral aspect of the issuc.and- EhihEnk just

electrified the group-with his views and his determination.
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