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By Ronald J. Grels

For the John F. Kennedy Library
. Hartin, welleft off discussing the mseting on constitutional
rishts in Hew York City. I bave one more question on that
mesting. At any time during that neeting do! you recall John
Kennady asking Senator ﬁoseph S_.] Clark and Congressaan
[Eananuel/ Celler to draw up the c¢ivil rights legislation for
him?
I think he reported on the faect that he had asked them to do
this earlier, at a meeting here in Washington. A4s I reecall
this was a part of hie speech —— that they wers going forward
and among the thinges in the works was & legislative draft of
oivil rights proposals by these two gentlemen.
Was it then assuned during the campaign that legislation would
be asked for after the election?
That was the inference of all their remarks. There was tlme limit
en it but during the Kennedy Adwministration progoess in civil
righte legiglation was anticipated. In the campaign we stimulated
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that expectation.

After the meeting there wes a rally in Harlea?

Yes, an outdoor rally in Harlem in front of the Hotel Theresa

at 7th and 125th Streets was the windup meeting of the
conastitutional conference. This was a purely big Democratic
palitical operation, presided over by Adax Clayton Powell.

Itts a favorite corner, you lmow, for political rallies in

New York. ir. Kennedy came out and brought along his wife

and their appearance was quite a big highpoint in the campaign
because 1t is traditional that the people who ars after the
Hegre vote makes a vigit to Harlem, particularly in national
elections. He brought along his wife and Adan Powell was in

his glory prancing on that platform and introducing the new
First Lady, the First Lady to be and the Presid ent himself.
There was a little humor and a great bit of feeling obvious

to everybody watching. :ir. Kennedy made some remark about
Africa in the course of his talk and pointed out that the
Africans named their children for herosiin Amerieca -- Washington
ard Lincoln and so forth. In an aside he said that some probably
had been named for Adam Powell and I'm sure, since he?s been over
thepe, that's probably true. /laughter/ Adam Powell and the
crowd really enjoyed the jokes The implication that he included
Africa among his playgrounds was, of course, understood by every-
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body. He didn?t have to spell it outj they caught it immediately.
Did you rely on Adam Clayton Powall to mobilige the Negro

vote in New York City?

Well, the Democratic organizational people¢.. . . Ray [ﬁnymond
JJ Jones was very active in this and I guess Raymond Jones

was probably the person who did the key job of getting them
together and organizing the rally itself. At that time nost

of the Negro leadership in Harlem -- everyone was together,
united in this effort. There was & lot of factionalism and
differences among them but on this perticular occasion and

for this campaign they were united. Kay Jones was probably
nunber one in terme of organization of this particular rajyly.
Adem Powell was, of course, the congressman and the king of the
area, a presiding offiecer. ! rs. Roosevelt also came out to

the meeting and she got & tremendous hand and a great many other
political figurem. It was remarked how greatly applauded irs.
Roosevelt was when she was introduced.

I've been told that the first request for a spsaker for the
Negro groups was invariably Mrs. Roosevelt. Is that true?

She was in demand. I don't quite know whether whe was number
one on this or not but I know that the reception she got at
that particular rally indicated the great love they had for hée
— the Negroes in New York.



One of the things I remember in his spsech -- it was in
this spsech also that the President referred to the fact that
not a single Negro had been &ppointed to a district judgeship
in the United States. Of course, he recited those familiar
statistics gbout the different levels of expectations:eof Negro
youth and white youth which he used over and over in the cam-
paign very effectively. I think this spesch was a turning
point in the election in a sense -- rather, the whole rally,
the constitutional convention coupled with the outdoor speech.
I think I referred earlier to the significance we attached
to it — that the constitutional meeting just about wrapped
up the Negro leadership for us. This rally waas, of course,
the icing on the cake.

In the press it's oftimes stated that the turning point in
terms of the Negro vote came with the call to Mrs. Martin
Luther King.

Well, I don't quite agree with that because at this rally
all of the leadership types in civil rights participeted —-
wost of them participated. Thers's no question that Kennedy
malle & great impression on them. Now it is true that the
Kind phone call was that @ramatic last mimite touch that

did help electdfy the electarate —- the Negro voters —— but I
think we would have gotten mbst of those votes hed we not had
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the Efng call. This is one of those hypothetical things.
Nobody will ever know. We never took any chances anyway. We
went for everything.

What was the next project with which you were inwvolved

in the election?

Hell, we had a basic communication problem arising cut of this
convention and relly in Herlem and so forth. That was to be

surs that the Negro media carried full accounts of it -~ pictures,

stories. We did our part through the channels of the committee
but we also called upon our friends in the business throughout
the country to pay special attention bo it:and how — like the
fact that thie thing transcended partisan politics, that hare
was a meefing in New York concerned with substantive problems
of Negroes in Amserica, and that we had invited Republicans and
Democrats and we didntt ask any questions. We were after a
total involvement of all the types and all Negro lsadership in
this great struggle to do something about this :Teszl problem
of Negroes in Americas I think that the level at wkich this
thing was pitehed was as high as you could get it and werwere
successful in bsaling back any of those eritics who would say
that it was just another political partisan gimmick.

How did this conpare to the earlier efforst of the Democratic

party in L4, 48, 52, 567
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Well, I was more familiar with the campaign of "4 thean any

of the others. I worked with the committee for thrse months

on the press side. I don¥t think we had ever deone anything

to touch the total Negro leadership in the same degree that

we did in this one. In the past what we were accustomed to
doing wae making certain that our Democratic whsels did their
part in heving their rallies there but we never went beyord.. . .
Ag I recall —— now I may be wrong in this —- but I don't recall
any one evsnt which moved beyond partisan and party concerns

to the total problem of Negro civil rights problems in Amerdca.

I think it was a high point in electionegering in this issue.

4s you may recall, a great many so-called intellectuals in

Negro life have always complained that civil righte is & political
footkrll and kicked around by both parties. There was a questicn
of the singerdity of the candidates on all sides on the issue.

It seems to me that the motivation,siscerity, st cetera of
Eennedy came through at this rally and thatts why I regard it

as the high point. I felt the opinion makers in Negro life,

the influsntiml types, were caught up in the admiretion for this
young, vigoreus man who gave full comnittient te the csuse and
publicly did all the things that they might expeet from someone
hetdng this.. « . There are differsnt points e® view on this,
This i3 juet my point of view, I don't lmow whether all the
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pecple who have studied these elections would agrse but I must
gsay that the Negro preas, the Negro leadership, they were touched
and affected by this., It was all positive; nothing negative
about it,

¥oving on now, did you find any problem when dealing with the
Hegro press about the fact that the vice presidential candidate
was a southerner?

Well, we have to go back a little on that. Early in the game,
before I officially becmme a part of the operation, I think I
t0ld you Adam Powell and some of the fellows there talked to me
about the coming campaign. Did I tell you about that?

Ho.

I thought I might have. Well, the problem arose because /Tyndon
B,/ Johnson in sseking the nouination had made some pitch to the
Negro leadersg and among them was Adam Powell and some of the
others. I was called on the telephone and talked to by several
of thoge on the position of the Negro press. The reason I was
called was, in the minds of a lot of these people I was iden-
tified with the Fegro press having been president of the Publisherst
Association and editer of the Chicapo Defender and I have &
newspaper in Deirolt. The concern most of the people wfth
whoa I talked at that time was that they didn*t want a repeat

performance of the ffohn Jo/ Sparkmen candidacy when he was
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- running for viee president. In that campaign, if you recall,

the Pittgburgh Courder put out a speeial supplement, I'm sure
paid for by the Republicans. I don't know whether I should
Bay th:zgt thatts my feeling. But they just roasteg, they
verbally lynched Spariman. This was repeated in a mumber of
publicaidtnssin Hegro journslisa. I've forgotten now who but
I do raueaber that speclal supplement in the Courder. A
grsat nany of the orators, preachers, st cetera decried ths
candidacy of John Sparkuan on account of it. Johnson had
been in Washinglon so much longer and probably bettgr known
te some of the civil rights people becguse of the {ight on the
eivil rights in ¥60 so I was asked about this business of

the Negro pressts attitude toward Jolmson, Without thinking
of any participation in the csapaign at all, ws tock the
position, with publisher friends in the business, that we
would not lynch, that they should not lynch this guy simply
on the grounds of his southern birth and Pexas origen, to at
lzast give him an objective play. This wae reinforeced, “of
cotrss, after the Convention. I wasn?t at the Convefition b
one day pasaing through., I think I teld you that T had an
African chief that I was taiking around the country and I just
want in there one day, showed him everything and went on to
San Franelaco. He wes from Mgerda, just went back., !Most of
the editors wars fod up with the Eisenhower oporstion and they
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weren't scld particularly on Nixon although Hixon had a lot

of friends he hat attracted late but they weren®™ quite surec
where lxon stood. Being Democrats, ws wers concerned that
someohow whatever happened that we wouldn?t get this southernsr
Texan in the position that Sparkman was in so this was how

the tidng arcss ordginally, Adem Powell was the guy who

gpobe to me first sbout it and several others, Ray Jones. But

I rencember Adan talking about it. Host of the publishers wers
in & good =mood and they werenft particularly maliecicus. W¥With
two of them campaigning Johnson began making the kind of state-
mente that Sparkqan never made so I didntt have any regl trouble.
Ths fact that Johnson had shown courage & some interest in
the 57 and Y60 thing of course reinforged him., I guess that
was the reason Adam spoke to me sbout it earlior-because of the
157 and '60 thing. He must have known & lot of inelde business
that I didn?i know. HNow remember I cams out of Africa. I didn'
know & thing of what was going on 80 &1l these conwersations
and stuff were gimply because I haft been identified so long with
the prees thet the guys would talkcto me about it. But anyhow
the type of campaign that you sew with Sparigaan did not develop
ard of course we dld our best to see that it didn't dewvelop.
Were you at all inwolved in atteupting to get Negroes prouinent

in publiec 11fs to endorse John Kennedy?



HSARTTHS

GRIELE:

Oh yes. In fect that was a major part of the campalign. As

a matter of fact we used these littls testimonial endorsements.
I ran fifty thousand dellars worth of enall endoreements in the
vearious statss. Any influentisl guy -- an artist and heros -~
he?d say why he was for Kennedy-Johnson. This was a standard!
operating procsedure. I think that was helpful for two reasons.
One, you flatter the guy, in seme instanceg,that you chose and
secordly, the m@nner in which we did it, it was & dignified
tectinonial type prossntatdon. We ran the plcture of the
individual and a .cstatement that sounded geod. It was as
digmified as you can make that kind of copy. In several news-
papers -— ihe major newspapers —- we ran sonetimes four and
five in the same papor, one on page 2, page 3, page L, page 5.
We negotiated with the guys te give us the right placensnt,
you se6.

Did you have any troubls with any of them?

Ho, this is why I think that convantion in Hew York was
helpful because our whole approach was not narrow partisan,
party approach, but & eivil rights approach. The people we
contacted in these areas, of eourse we had known them. I don't

recall & pingle rejestion. The only well known Hegro in Awerican

life that we had trouble with was Jackis Robinson.
Did that sten from the Wiseconsin prinary or his Republicanisxz?
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Wall, Jackie was originaliy with Humphrey as you recall and

he switched to Nixon. He claimed.., . . I clocked him in
certain places. I sat in the back of the auditorium and got
hig pitch at least on one ocoasion that I recall. He seeus

to have had & dinner meeting or semething with Kennedy which
I didn% arrange. I didn't know anything about it. It was
an unsatisfactery enccunter froa Jackiefs peint of view., In
his speeches he made 2 stateanent which he repeated time and time
again, that he was not eatisfied with Kennedy's knowledge and
information of the race problem and that Kemmedy had refussd
o look him in the aye. He kept talking about Kennedy refusing
to kook him in the eye. In one speech he said, ™Miy mother
always told me that if they don't leck you in the sye they
arenti really sincers.” He belabored that simple lime and

to the unsophisticated maybe it head scme appeal. He knocked
that in thedr heads. Of courwe, you must remember that all
during this peried that Nixon wes not doing anything either.

I :zean, I sust say over and over again that you credit us
with all that ability. Ve had a situation where Nixon refused
to take advantage of hiw ocwn background and experience in this
area.

Have you ever tried to analyse for yoursel{ why Nixon should
have acted as he did?

It certain that he wes going on the advice of those who felt
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that he needed to breask that solid South and that Kemmedy,
baing a Yankee from Boston.''hs had & good chance of slipping
a fast one over on the minorities by not going too far with
the Southerners and yet keeping the South by not going too
far with the Negroes. Well, he was walking a tightrope

that Negroes are sophisticated snough not to buy these days.
And, of course, every time he made 8 piteh to the Southerners
this gave us &n opening and we made sure that the Negre press
got the whole story.

Were you at all involved in the Belafonte film?

As I told you, we got Belafonte to come to that eonvention
and in the meeting we had to convince him to come thers we
also sold him on the idea of the "short", the film. Frank
Montero went up there and he dealt with him more directly than
I did but we persuaded him to cooperate, including the film

and everything else.

Was the consclious degision made not to use the £ilm in the South

or to prevent its use in the South?

We made the thing avallahle to a party of wheels who felt that
the thing would be of value. How I really did not control the
distribution of the film. As 4 matter of fact, most of ny
concern was purely Hegro madisa -- newspsper, magasines and the
Hegro radio. Idldn'™ know how much of it.. « . I think the
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national T.V. carried stuff about Belafente amxi the other
Negroes that were lining up. I really cantt recall now where
the thing vas shown.

That leads to my next question. In dealing with the Hegro
pross and Negro radio did you treat them differently than

you would have the normal mass media?

Oh yes. Well, the first thing I was pretty much a part of it
having known everybody in this business personally over & long
period. One of the greatest strokes of luck was to get the
Borfolk Journal and CGuide over. They'd been Republican up
until 1960. I talked with the owner whom I knew and finally
got him in a position where he sent his umx:p here to talk.

We were pointing out to them that here was & vigorous new face
on the horison who would pursue the goals that they had been
fighting for for all of their lives with more diligence and
vigor than anybody else. We finally pursuaded /Thomag/ Tommy
Young to come over. I also pointed out that, being in the stabo
of Virginia with the higest single newspeper in the South, he
was overlooking big bet by not having more influence in his own
state which weas always Democratic and that in his own interest
he ought to become & factor, political factor, in his cwn stats.
With 811 these arguments I think we made & little impression.
Finally he came through and supported him.
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This wag anothor thing. You see, we got the editorial
support «- although we didn't necessarily approach it from
that point of view — from all of the major papers. Then those
who like the Jet and Ebony people who refused to do any aditorislizing
we bpught some space in the right places and used the lengthy
kind of advertising that, you know, would do the job.
¥as advertising substantially different fron the advertising
that you placed in, say, Life or Look?

Ch yes. As & matter of facl, we wrote & colwun. They have
in the Jet nagazine, not a gossip cclwsn, but one of those
ingide report type colwmns which we déliberately imitated in
writing our pelitical ads. Of course, they carried the ADV on
it but when you read it.. . . []-.m.\ght.cr_] ¥We used every
legitimgte approach we could. Of course, every one of thean
os s » The only money that was every given to any of those
papsrs was given for profit, on a line rate base. Of course
we bought copy but they all carried ADVts If you wanted to
look carefully.

Since the majority of the Negroes in the United States mre
Protestants was John Fitzgerald Kennedy's Catholiciam every
8 problem with the Hegreo electorate or the Negro leadership?
Well, we werentt sure. Iirs. Majorie Lawson did an excellent
job of working with & mmber of clergymen. We set up conferences
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of Negro clergymen. We had people:repressnted at these inter-
denominational alliance meetings, everywhere and we pursued
that problem not kunowing really what the impact was. We had

no way of telling at that time. But Zsve for three or four
bishops of the AME /American Methodist Episcopal/ Church we
found no real oppogition. Of course, Kennedy's own efforts

in this direction — the Houston desal that was in the general
press and the campaign to overcome this that was in the general
press — had its impact in Hegro life. You wmust remember that
the so-called Negro media is & supplement to the general press;
a lot of those who read the Negro weeklies also real the daily-:
paper. So the approach that the Kennedys made to overcome
whatever liabilities might accrue from his Catholiclisn they
were influenced by that tod.

GRELES Were you at all involved in the campaign project to fly praainent
Negroes around the country to organize Negro voters?

MARTIN: Yes, we were called by Bobby Kennedy one day and asked about
the possibility of;ﬂying caravan. 1 went over to the office.
Hie idea was to send & group of athletes, well known Negroes,
to what we might call secondiyy cities —- cities in which we
did not have a major campaign operation going. The difficulty
was that we had to find some individual who knew enough to
manage this operation and, as we did everything else, he wanted
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it done yesterday. Luckily we remembered a8 friend in New
York, Frank lontero, who was & great operator in Hew York
politics at a secondary level but he had managed soue can-
paigne locally for the New York politicians. He was well
known among the ™go go set™ at that period. I called Frank
and got him down the next day. He hit it off very well with
Bobby. Then the problem aross -— how do we get our team together
and get planes and all this business. Seigenthaler, of course,
was in it up to his neck because he was Bobby's assistaat in
this game. The only thing ebout it -- they asked me not to
tell anybody in the Civil Righte Divisiorn what we were doing.
I coukdn't understand why the secrecy but this is the way
they operated.

GRELE: Did you ever figure out why?

4ARTIN: No, I never have but he didn't want me to say anything to
Harry Woffard or anybody elss. He wanted this to be a separate
deal unknown to the psople in the offiee. I never understood
it but apparently thatts the strategy that the Kennedyiéoused.
They had forty balle in the air and different people cesignated
to cateh them and one not know what the other's doing. This
wvag one little project that I was supposed to keep under wraps
until it got off the ground. I remember peceliving calls at
all times of the day and night. One call says, "My name is
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so and so. I'm a pllot and Itve got a call to report to you.

Is your name Louis Martin?® I say, "Yes.® Then another

call would come in, ®This 1s -~ I think it?'s -- Butler Aviation.
Wetve got a twin engine airplane and so forth and se on. Is
Your name Louis Martin? I say, "Yes, it is." "We're supposed
to report to Louis ¥artin." Somebody called up and said

he had twenty-eight thousand gallons of aviation gas and what
shall we do with it. /laughter/ Things were cougng out of

the woodwork, cut of all ovef. To mobilise this little junket
was quite an undertaking. Well, fortunately Frank Montero is

a very able, flexible type and accustomed to all these wild
operations in New York so we got it together. Then the difficulty
arose on the people who we%d put on the plane. We tried to

get Willy Mays and Willy Hayes agreed for five minutesgithen he
changed his mind. We finally got his wife. We tried to get
Lena Horne. We couldn't get Lena Horne and we finally got her
dsughter. We decided that we ought to launch the thing from
New York with a press conference. We had a problem — should

we make this all FNegro? We ought to have some while person
involved so it wouldn't look like & Jim Crow flying unit. Frank
imew Chester Bowles'! wife and he said, ™"She wants to do something
8o let?s get har.® We got Chester Bowles' wife to go to New
York to help launch this thing. She was to integrats the unit.
I couldn®t go to New Ymrk at the moment because I had some other
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project so I asked & lady working with Rogor Tubby in the press
office to go with Frank to Now York to sot up the press gonforence
and launch the thing there. Finally it got off the ground amd
we thought we had Joe.. « « We had severel prige fighters.

Itve forgotten now but Henry Armstrong we finally wound up

with. They flew off loaded with buttons and all kinds of literatére
and gt gotorg. Mone of these pepple were experienced in politics.
They all had to be brisfed. You had to megh the moetings in
with the woather and the time of errival. It was ono absalutely
impossible Junket. But, strangely enough, theoy made soms

izpact in Baltimore end Loulsville and some of thess places

and the thing got off the ground. I think on balance it was

& success. But, anong the difficulties, Henry Armstrong seemed
to not quite kesp on the politicel thing. Hs had been preaching
for a while. Aragtrong had been preaching and I gather in the
mniddle of some of thope political rellies he got off the election-
eering and sterted proaching. They lmd some difficulty with him,
Anyhow, it reached a point where they had te gst rid of him
beeause he was not always coherent &d same felldws said that
ha's Just slap happy. We nceded & change so frantically I ealled
& ¥aale lot of whoels to get another prise fighter of note.

I £inally got Soe [Jersey/ Woloott. Joe joined them, I think, &n
Bew Tork or somewhere. Anyhow the thing werked cut tut it was
ona great adventure that nover received mugh publicity in the




recounting of what happened in the csmpaign but apparently
had some 1ittle va&lue in the citiss that they visited. The
whole c&ravan would up in Detroit. I learned later thaet it
wag the most successful of all because they were good crowd
gatherors. They were given this advancs notice that all these
heros and publie figures would show up at & certain time and
of course theytd build up & crowd for the local candidate. It
was quite & hagr raising experisnce. '

GRELT:  What was the gemesis of the telephone call to Mrs. Martin Luther
King? Whoee idea was it?

HARTIN: Aes you recall, I think I teld you earlisr that all during the
campaign we were trying to figure out weys and means to involve!
the top people — particularly Kingj he was the numuber one
guy — on our side or as close to us as posgible. As I recall
1t now the hour after Kéng was jailed in Atlanta Frank Resves
was in Atlanta and learmed about it and called the office to
talk with mm:wnrmam gpoke about the importance of
somsthing happsning hbsm because King, we had been discussing
him every meeting we had for wesks. Harris talked to all of us
but we didn't know exactly what form our astion should take &t
that moment. Harris finally got a hold of Sarge Shriver in
Chicago &t one of thoee inne nemr the adrport. He was with



Kennedy. He was in a diseussion between Sarge and Harris and
of ofrurase we had several idempe -- one, send him a wire, call
him up. I don't know who made what suggestion but in the
digcussions with Sarge and hig brother-in-law it was finally
decided there that the;y would take sane action but they didn%t itell
us exactly what they would do at this psdnt. This all happened
very fast, yousce. But the call wms mads. That same day T
was asked to po cver to 1101 and inform Dobby about the deal
and get him active in it but when I wenlover there —- he had
not heard about it -~ he wae en rawbe to New York, I think.

So we had two operations going. I was asked by Harrds to

talk to Bobby and I told Bobby the story that we had heard ~-
that Jackie Robinson and Hixen were going to do sonsthing,

wore polng to hold a press conference and blams the Denocrats.
This is the line that we pave Bobby and Bobby was quite

expited about it. I must say his first reavtion was very
vigorous — the fact that a guy be jafled for having the wrong
license, drivers licensse. I don' think lhe got the civil
rights impact until the sscomi thought. He was more outraged
byitha ldnd of Jwmtice end I think the political impact of

the colored probler was a sesond thought. He made no promisges
when he flew away. Farly the next moarning.. . + In the interin



of courge the eall had gone in from Jack Hennddy. We weren't
sure what was happening, whether it was going to be a wise
eall or not. At least, I wasnft, Then I got a call early

in the morning from Bobby and he said, ™"Well, I talked to
that judge dowm there® and so forth. WWetrs poing to spring
him¥ or something like this. I reswsber ny reply was, e
now wale you an honerary brother." Well, that was our term for
Negroes. We called hin honorary brother, I ran ovor to 1101
the next morming. I reasaber M11 Milliem F./ Hadded and
sancbody else, Roger Tubby, had sauething on the tdcker, the
inguiry being mads aboul Bobby c&lling the judge. O course,
they were ready to deny that Uobby was doing it but I knew he
had. T had te say, "Listen, donft put out any danial yst
because the facts are ho's asde Lhe csll.¥ ﬁwtterj Once
the thing happened of course lucikdly Hixon and thes did nothing.
The noxt day nothing happoned and very litile notice was taken
of the feet that the Xennedys had done this thing, made the
sall. Then the problen was corsunicating to Megroes that the
candldate for president had made this call, Ve had of course
a call made to Mrs. King to find out exactly what he said and
what she sald in reply. So we got all that stuff dowm. Then
began the blg proecesz ——- the last scven days,— of getting that
thing cut &11 over America. We ran millions and méllions of
pleces of literature on it reccuting the whole sequence — the
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call, what the candidate said, what !rs. King said, and so
forth. Then I got on the telephone with the information

and called editors all over the United States and read them

the whole Wit at =y expense se the papers would get it fast.

We were workdng up against dzadlines yoursee. Itts & weekly
prees so you'tve got to be a week ahead. We did not pay any
tiention at all to the general press. We sent none of it

to the general press. In the only daily that carrded anything
aboul ii was the Hew York Posl, as I recall, al that aoment.

We had plants going here [Washington/, Chicage, and the West
Comst printing these Litile leaflots we cooked up which were
Just & pure ascount of what happoned. YA wan wag in troubled. . .
The President called and expregssd his concern and sympathy.
#rs, Kingts replye. » o her gratitude for all okﬂz,j;zoncem.. e 2t

¢4 getera. In addition to thalt we did another thing. While
the dailies carried the story of his being in jail they carried
very 1it¢le abat this -- the political aspeot. So we got on
the phone and called a few key leaders and told them to pass
the word through the ghettos and the bsrs that Kemnedy was
going to spring him. I renezber I called hay /Raymond Jones/;
Bay in New York, and Ray said, ®I'11 get the boye cut in

the streots.® [fmxghtei When King got out of jail, everybody
hai heard that Kennedy had spwmg hin, /[lsughter/
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Was any resentment cver expressed because Martin Luther King
did not endorse the eandidate desplte . . .
Woll, he really didn't endorse the candidate. He thanked
the candidate for it but ihet was enough.
He didn?t endorsc himg
If you read it very carefully, he didntt say hetd vote for
his. He was very grateful for his concern and so forth and
80 on. Ag a matter of fact, it wes in Atlants and we lost
Atlants becauss the Atlanta Negro .

that here in the midet of this campeign, he
dropped everything and called the nants wife. We did svery-
thing we knew to dramatize. We talked to every influential
person or orgardsation we could find. In fact, we sent abedt
three or four hundred telegrane, in addition to phone calls,
in addition to press rele@seg, in addition to leaflets. I
got a letter the day after the eleetion.
Sone womsn in Texse, she was on our lesdership lést or souelhing
and ghe was thenking us. Apparently I signed the wire. She
said, ®Thank you for that wire about the call® because whe sald
she read this wive at that meeting. I didn't know thoy were
doing that. BSee, we fouwsd out what was happening and there was
8 lot of stuff we sent oui later. They were holding rallies all
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owxr the country, so she got some of these wires and read them
to the meeting. Theru's no question in my mind of how dranatie
va o o And lartin Lauther King wes at the heighth af his
popularity. So it was the iging on the cake. I don't foel
however that that alone could hawve donae it. I think doving
with these other things that we had dene befare this was the
drasatic thing and it wasz the strong.
Cne last question bofors we cul it off for today, couwld we wo
through the various cltics and eo:ld you tell me who you worked
with to molilizme the Hepro voto in thesa various eitiss. Welwve
ready discusssd MNow York and Chicago. What about Detrolit?
¥ho was the man you worked with in Detroii; in Cleveland?
Woll, you must undereband wy role was more lindted to press and
aedia. It happens thet I': a part ownsr of & nowspaper in
Potreit. I still am. 27 courss, I took care of that eituation.
That's the Hichigan Chronicle and it has about 45,000 ADC at
that time. We doainated that. It:s a weekly but I think itts
Just about the most affective weki;’nauspaper in Aserica. It
covers coapletcly that coamanity. So we hed that. We had some
radic stations thers. Mr. Leongworth Quinn who was manager of
the paper worked with me. He runs the show., Organisational
loadeps —~ we had the VAW erowd because the Chioficle was close
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te thez and I was close to then. You ses I was ten yoars

in Detrodit. We started the thing in '363 we started the whole
thing frem serateh. I wvaz very close to a lot of psople there.
S0 that was very casy in Detroit. All theo leaders like Harold
Hiedstone (?), Horace Sheffisld, Bill /flliaa/ Oliver, the
labor womoment, and the candidates thomeclves —— those who woro
Hepro cwxlidates and wore rumting - did thedr part. You recall
that in thos: statos and citiss they have thelr oun Necocratic
mgehinery and Horro leadership. Charlie /_E}m-lea C_,.] lggs

of course was active. Hets the congrogsman and his organization
vas all active. 8o it wee & fairly sizple thing to get selion.
We jugh Wad to bo sure wo had the eight pitch and we had seac-
thing we wishsd te say. '‘hat was most & eur rosponsibility.

What aveutl the Bpoffaore Afre-Asciican?

The fncrdcans went with us. They had gone for Plsenhoser and
that was & mrobleam but . .

Had they historically besn Nzpublican?

Moet of thelr yoars they were Hepublicen. Ogecasionally they
went fér & Democratie candidate. AL om time they were for
Foosrvalt but switched. DPut anyhow theytre for us now. Wo
pat down with . Carl and dr. Amett Hurphy.—I must say
this. Tou've got to ramesber I did this with every newspaper,
every chalm - and worksd out the program of advertising. Ue
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did not ask them for editorial support but ws did everything
we could to persulsle them that this was the guy they should
support. They did not make & cormiiment © us but in the last
round they cams cut for us. It was the same with the
Ansrsterdss News in New York.

Waich has been Republican?

Ho, it supported /Thouas ¥,/ Dewey in the run for governor
and the publisher

so we had problems « That was the

big job — teo make swre that we had these boys in our corner
because Hxon had developed a good relationship with a great
asny of them. You see, we wers able to drive a wedge in there
beeause Mixon twned his back in the caspaign, particularly
that ingtence when [Henry Cabot/ Lodge came out saying that he
would go for a Negro for cabinet and Hi>mn didntt follow it
up at all and eeld watered tho deal. You must reanember that
most of our job was proving that our guy was a better Ruy
than Mixon, When Meon did this other stupid thing of going
to South Carelina appearing on the steps of the state houss,
with Jimy / Janss F,/ Byrns and / Wi1l4sm P,/ Rogers,ahis
attorney general, hiding in the plane afmaid to show his facw,
bofr did we fun that gtuff. We not only sent press releases, you
see. Ve called the editors up and told them about it. We argusd
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on thix basis — that these people can't be trusted, Hsre is
& puy who has beon malking overtures to the Negroes and eosne in
in the middle of & capeign and twms his back on them and all
this pompously expecting to gel the Hegro support. As I said,
ths Republicans gave us the caspalgn to some degrse beocause
of these stupid things that Mixen did.

Did the ladgze statement canse you any immediate concern when
he First made 1t?

Vell, strangely enough tho staiensni was published tho night
that we opened the constitutional convention in Bew Yoerk --
that night. Tt hit like a bowb but the fact of this meeting
with all the lemlers there who carad to show cbseursd this
ptatenent. Of courss, cverybody sald, vThatfs just cheap
polities.? This was tha line Lhat wo put over. Then Nixon
followed up the naxt day by saying, you knew, the hell with
it.

Az ths neeting was golng on.

Yes. /[laughter/

That?s about all I have on the campaign. Do ywu wanit to cut
it off?
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