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Oral History Interview 
 

with 
 

ROBERT J. MULKERN 
 

May 27, 1964 
Boston, Massachusetts 

 
By Ed Martin 

 
For the John F. Kennedy Library  

 
 
MARTIN:   The following interview is with Robert J. Mulkern of Boston, a long 

time associate of the late President Kennedy. The interviewer is Ed 
Martin; the date is May 27, 1964. 

 Patsy, your memory of the President goes back to the very beginning, right perhaps 
outside of the Hotel Bellevue in Boston, and I know that your association with him was 
throughout the rest of his life. But can you recall that very first day, Patsy, when…. 
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MULKERN:   Yeah, the first day I met him was in a restaurant with John F. [John 
Francis Fitzgerald] and Slick Connally. And me and Sutton [William 
Sutton] met him together. 

 
MARTIN:   That’s Billy Sutton?  
 
MULKERN:   William Sutton, yeah. From Charlestown.  
 
MARTIN:   And how about Joe Kane [Joseph Kane]? Was Joe in this?  
 
MULKERN:   Well, Joe Kane was in on it, but he wouldn’t be around. He was a 

mysterious man, a mystery.  



 
MARTIN:   Where was this, Patsy? Down on School Street? 
 
MULKERN:   The Walton’s Lunch which was on School Street in those days.  
 
MARTIN:   And he walked in. Who brought him in?  
 
MULKERN:   Who? 
 
MARTIN:   Who brought the President in? 
 
MULKERN:   John F. He was with his grandfather, Honey Fitz. Then he sat down, 

and we started a campaign; we made an appointment 
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   and I think we met him at the Bellevue that afternoon. He had a two-
room apartment up at the Bellevue.  
 
MARTIN:   Well, what did he want you to do, Patsy? 
 
MULKERN:   Well, he wanted me to do the street work, me and Billy Sutton.  
 
MARTIN:   What do you mean by street work? 
 
MULKERN:   Take him through the congressional district because we knew it better 

than anybody else in Boston. I took him through Roxbury, the South 
End, parts of the North End.  

 
MARTIN:   That was Higgins’ [John P. Higgins] old district. 
 
MULKERN:   That was the old district.  
 
MARTIN:   Did you work for Higgins at one time? 
 
MULKERN:   Yes, yes. 
 
MARTIN:   He died during the War or right after the War, didn’t he? 
 
MULKERN:   Who, the Chief? 
 
MARTIN:   Congressman Higgins.  
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MULKERN:   Yeah, he was Chief Justice when he died.  
 
MARTIN:   When he died he was Chief Justice? 
 
MULKERN:   Yeah.  
 
MARTIN:   But Patsy, that was Curley’s [James Michael Curley] district, too, and 

it took in, I think East Boston, Charlestown…. 
 
MULKERN:   West End, North End, parts of the South End, Brighton and  
   Cambridge. 
 
MARTIN:   But now, Patsy, when you start off on a thing like that and you got a 

young guy right out of the service and rich, you know, and new, he 
probably was called a carpetbagger.  

 
MULKERN:   We had a hell of a job with him.  
 
MARTIN:   But how do you organize? What do you do? You get a friend of yours 

that goes with him, and then he gets a friend, and you start…. 
 
MULKERN:   We took him out to taverns; we took him in hotel lobbies; we took him 

up to the  
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   South End; we met em’ on street corners; we took him in clubrooms. 
We took him every place.  
 
MARTIN:   But how was he then? Did he like to meet people? 
 
MULKERN:   Oh, he was a good worker. Jack was a good worker. That’s what he’d 

holler about, Jack. That’s the only thing, “Young Kennedy, young 
Kennedy,” we kept saying. And young Kennedy sold. The people went  

for him. 
 
MARTIN:   Yeah, but if you lived all your life in a district, and along came a guy 

fresh out of Harvard [Harvard University], Patsy, that never lived there 
before, I mean, how in the hell, he’s a pretty hard guy to sell, isn’t he? 

 
MULKERN:   I don’t know. We put him over. Of course, there was a lot against him. 

The Curley mob wouldn’t go for him right away. We finally sold the 
people. 
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MARTIN:   But outside of yourself, you were probably a professional in politics at 

the time you met him. 
 
MULKERN:   Yeah.  
 
MARTIN:   But there weren’t too many professional politicians. He started to build 

up an organization of guys who…. 
 
MULKERN:   Who? Kennedy? 
 
MARTIN:   Yeah.  
 
MULKERN:   There was nobody with him, only us. Just a few workers. They didn’t 

want him to come in the district. They know, you know what I mean, 
that he might take the town away from them. 

 
MARTIN:   Sure.  
 
MULKERN:   Which he did.  
 
MARTIN:   But you couldn’t get, guys who might have worked in the Tobin 

[Maurice J. Tobin] campaign wouldn’t come over and work for Jack.  
 
MULKERN:   That’s right. 
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MARTIN:   None of them. So he had to get new guys, I mean. 
 
MULKERN:   Well, he knew what he was doing. He did the work. We did the work 

and then when you work you win. 
 
MARTIN:   Patsy, can you remember any funny stories about when he first started 

out, going around with him? 
 
MULKERN:   First day I met him he had sneakers on. I said, “For the love of Christ, 

take the sneakers off, Jack. You think you’re going to play golf?” 
 
MARTIN:   No kidding? 
 
MULKERN:   Yeah. Another thing I remember, we were sitting in the Bellevue, me, 

Jack, John F., Slick Connally, and Billy Sutton walked in late, and I 
said, “Here we have a candidate, a millionaire, and we ain’t got an  

address for him.” So John F., I think spoke up and said, “What about upstairs?” So I  
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said, “That’s right. I hope you pay the rent here, we can all get in.” So we got him a two-
room apartment he had upstairs, and that was the address he went in the book. 
 
MARTIN:   Was this 122 Bowdoin Street? 
 
MULKERN:   No. At the Bellevue Hotel. Beacon Street.  
 
MARTIN:   So he started right off right from there, from a hotel room in the  
   Bellevue. 
 
MULKERN:   That’s right. Two rooms—three rooms. 
 
MARTIN:   Yeah, but Patsy, when did he go from there to Bowdoin Street? He 

finally wound up at 122 Bowdoin Street, but this was before he got 
elected. 

 
MULKERN:   Oh, that was way after that. He moved in, after they elected him. He  
   was elected, I think, at Beacon Street. That was the address of the  
   hotel. 
 
MARTIN:   How much did Honey Fitz do in the campaign? 
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   Did he help? 
 
MULKERN:   Oh, Fitz did a lot of work. 
 
MARTIN:   He never went around with him, though, did he? 
 
MULKERN:   No, but he laid out some work for us with me. I think he made a 

couple of speeches out in the North End. He took the house by storm. I 
think his wife went out with him that night, his mother. I know we  

packed the Angelo School down there, Michelangelo School; biggest crowd they ever had  
down there. 
 
MARTIN:   How about his mother [Rose Fitzgerald Kennedy], Patsy? 
 
MULKERN:   Great campaigner. 
 
MARTIN:   Did she go out? 
 



MULKERN:   Oh, a great campaigner. 
 
MARTIN:   And some of the sisters were around at that time. 
 
MULKERN:  Well, they all helped. Teddy [Edward M. Kennedy] 
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   wasn’t around much in those days. 
 
MARTIN:   Oh, no. No. 
 
MULKERN:   Bobby [Robert F. Kennedy] wasn’t. There weren’t many with him, 

only a few of us.  
 
MARTIN:   But he would have a guy like Dave Powers [David F. Powers] over in 

Charlestown, and he might have a guy like Joe Thornton; you 
remember Joe, over in Somerville? 

 
MULKERN:   Yes. 
 
MARTIN:   Joe Leahy [Joseph F. Leahy] and that crowd. 
 
MULKERN:   Oh, Joe did a lot of work over there.  
 
MARTIN:   Do you remember? 
 
MULKERN:   And he had Droney [John J. Droney] in Cambridge? 
 
MARTIN:   And Tony Galluccio [Anthony Galluccio], De Guglielmo [Joseph De  
   Guglielmo]. 
 
MULKERN:   And, and I think a Dr. Bruce was with him over there too. 
 
MARTIN:   Dr. Bruce? I never heard of him. 
 
MULKERN:   Nice fellow, Dr. Bruce. And then I think he had, oh, what’s her name 

out there, Helen Wood in Brighton. 
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MARTIN:   Well, there was Tom Broderick [Thomas Broderick].  
 
MULKERN:   That’s the fellow, yeah. Works for the veterans. 
 



MARTIN:   That’s right. 
 
MULKERN:   Works for the veterans. He did a lot of work in Brighton.  
 
MARTIN:   Was George Taylor [George H. Taylor]with him then, Patsy? 
 
MULKERN:   George was his valet until somebody took his job away from him. 

Everybody was a valet after we got started. [Laughter] 
 
MARTIN:   Who took the job away from him? 
 
MULKERN:   Oh, there was two or three. Peter Cloherty [Peter J. Cloherty] came in 

and took it awhile. They all took the job away from poor George. 
 
MARTIN:   Because that started with George over in Cambridge.  
 
MULKERN:   Oh, George was very close at the time. He was a congressman then. 
 
MARTIN:   Gee, did any of the Harvard crowd that he went to school with come 

over and help him? 
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MULKERN:   Oh, I used to tell him to duck those guys. “Keep them over in 
Cambridge. Don’t bring them around here.” The guys with the big 
words you mean? 

 
MARTIN:   Well, I think Mark Dalton [Mark J. Dalton] was there at the time, too, 

wasn’t he? 
 
MULKERN:   Yeah, Mark. And I remember a fellow from New York. I think his 

name was Shem Billings or something like that.  
 
MARTIN:   Lem Billings [Kirk LeMoyne Billings]. 
 
MULKERN:   Good fellow. A hell of a fellow. 
 
MARTIN:   He’s a Harvard graduate.  
 
MULKERN:   Yeah, he’s all right. Then Torby Macdonald [Torbert H. Macdonald] 

was helping us. 
 
MARTIN:   Yeah. 
 
MULKERN:   Torby was around. 



 
MARTIN:   What was the procedure then? Would he go up and down the flights of 

stairs in the tenements? 
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MULKERN:   Well, about 8 or 9 o’clock you’d wake him up, and we’d get going. 
He’d go down, and he’d eat in a drug store downstairs in the 
apartment, and we’d say, “We’re going down to the North End.” We’d  

take him down the market and meet all the people down there. We’d spend a half a day  
around, you know, Faneuil Hall because you meet everybody. They come from all over the  
district down there, truck drivers, butchers. Cookie McFarland, Cookie was with them. You  
take him around the South End, Dover Street, Shawmut Avenue. Set in doorways and talk  
with people. Then you know how to meet them.  
 
MARTIN:   Somebody told me, though, that he was a little shy at the start. He had 

to get used to this kind of thing. 
 
MULKERN:   Oh, you had to. You had to break him in. 
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I told him the hard way was the best. He said, “I don’t know about the 
best, but I know it is the hard way.” [Laughter] 

 
MARTIN:   Patsy, did he take your advice and stop wearing sneakers? 
 
MULKERN:   Oh, yeah, the first day I told him, “Christ, are you going to play golf, 

or are you a candidate?” 
 
MARTIN:   Patsy Mulkern tells me for a while there he was wearing pink shirts, 

you know, and he looked like a collegian, didn’t he? That didn’t set 
too well in a place like Maverick Square in East Boston when you  

were there. 
 
MULKERN:   Oh, no. 
 
MARTIN:   But there was no doubt in your mind that you were going to put him 

across, Patsy, was there? 
 
MULKERN:   Oh, no. I knew it. I knew it. 
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MARTIN:   Mike Neville [Michael J. Neville] was disappointed. 



 
MULKERN:   Well, they all were. They were calling him the “Miami candidate.” 

“Take him back to his address.” He didn’t have an address. 
 
MARTIN:   Patsy, were there any ringers in that fight? Did they throw any? 
 
MULKERN:   Oh, there must have been a lot of plants, I don’t know them. 

Everybody was going to win though. It was a good fight though. Yeah, 
he made a hell of a fight out of it. 

 
MARTIN:   Patsy, right after that he won that fight and when he took off for 

Washington, did you go down to Washington at all to see him? 
 

MULKERN:   Never went down. Never.  
 
MARTIN:   Did you keep in touch with him after? 
 
MULKERN:   Oh, I had a few letters from him. 
 
MARTIN:   What were they? Well, would you write to 
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   him for favors or…. 
 
MULKERN:   No, never asked anybody to go to work for nothing. Never asked 

anything like that.  
 
MARTIN:   Of course, he opened a Boston office, and I think Grace Burke [Grace 

M. Burke] was there. There was a Mary Davis. I remember Mary. 
 
MULKERN:   And a kid by the name of Rosetti [Joseph Rosetti], Joe Rosetti.  
 
MARTIN:   He’s in the State Department now, in Washington. 
 
MULKERN:   Is that where he is? In Washington? 
 
MARTIN:   And did you ever go up to the office? 
 
MULKERN:   Oh, yes, I’d go up there and hang around. 
 
MARTIN:   But while he was down there as a congressman, did you work at all for 

any other candidate around here? I’m thinking of the Governor’s fight 
or…. 

 



MULKERN:   Yeah, I worked for the DA, Geraghty. 
 
MARTIN:   Oh, you worked for the DA? 
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MULKERN:   Geraghty comes from Roxbury where I come from. 
 
MARTIN:   But you didn’t see the Congressman then unless he came up here on a 

trip. Would he look you up at all? 
 
MULKERN:   Oh, yeah. I used to go up to see him up the apartment now and then. I 

used to keep in touch with him. He’d ask me how things looked and 
how’s that. And I used to say, “Go down and work down in  

Washington. Don’t be seen around here.” 
 
MARTIN:   Patsy, how many Kennedys were registered up in that apartment? 
 
MULKERN:   Well, I don’t know. Fifty I think. 
 
MARTIN:   Did he ever discuss with you that he might take a shot at senator? 
 
MULKERN:   Well, I thought he could lock Lodge [Henry Cabot Lodge] right away. 

Yeah, I thought right away. I was the only one. Me and perhaps 
 

[-17-] 
 

   two or three others thought it. But they were afraid of the year on 
account of being Ike [Dwight D. Eisenhower], sweeping the country. 
 
MARTIN:   You mentioned a couple of people thought he should shoot for 

Lieutenant Governor or Governor. 
 
MULKERN:   Oh yeah, there were a couple of plants around trying to make….Yeah. 

He wouldn’t have made a good lieutenant candidate. Nah. That’s a 
tough job. You don’t go any place with that. 

 
MARTIN:   Why did you suggest he go after Lodge? Lodge was perhaps the 

toughest family to lick in this state outside of…. 
 
MULKERN:   Well, I knew that Lodge could be taken. I knew that Lodge is getting 

by with nothing, only his name. And this kid Kennedy would lick him. 
 
MARTIN:   You mentioned trying to explain all about 
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this percentage, Patsy, of the fight, the Irish, and the Jew, and the 
Italian. How did you have that figured? 

 
MULKERN:   Well, I know we could strip them all of them votes. I know we’d take 

the Irish back. Lodge was getting the Irish vote against a Curley or a 
John I. [David I. Walsh] or a Corcoran [John H. Corcoran] or anybody  

else, but a Kennedy, he wouldn’t do that. 
 
MARTIN:   Jack Kennedy wouldn’t believe you when you said he’d get the Italian 

vote again away from Lodge. 
 
MULKERN:   I told him we would, and we did. 
 
MARTIN:   Yeah, but his argument was she had a…. 
 
MULKERN:   In-laws. Italians. A Braggiotti or something. I don’t know. Then the 

Jews, I told him the Jews pick winners. We carried the big ward, Jew 
wards. 

 
MARTIN:   Patsy, during that fight what did you do? 
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   Did you go around with him at all or did you stay in Boston? 
 
MULKERN:   Oh, yeah. No, stood right in the city. I knew we had Lodge licked. I 

knew from the beginning that Lodge was gone. If Lodge got by he’d 
have been your President. He would have won that president’s fight. 

 
MARTIN:   You think so? 
 
MULKERN:   Lodge? Sure, he would have been there. He’d have been your 

President. Of course, I mean if he got reelected. He’d have parlayed 
out wouldn’t he? The night we licked Lodge, we licked the future  

President. I could see that. 
 
MARTIN:   But when Lodge started campaigning he didn’t break his neck here 

for….What did he figure? He could tip the…. 
 
MULKERN:   Kennedy? Oh, he thought he could lick him easy. He was telling them, 

not the people 
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   I know but I’d hear of them, “Oh, he’s a boy. Kennedy’s a boy.” Of 
course, I think that calling Kennedy a boy helped him. From different people. Sympathy. 
 
MARTIN:   But you know this was the first time he had to go on a statewide fight, 

and he had to build an organization all over the state. Lodge had his 
already built in. 

 
MULKERN:   Planted there. Yeah. 
 
MARTIN:   So, what he did in the congressional district, Patsy, he just spread right 

out across the state. Do you remember who he brought in for the 
statewide organization? 

 
MULKERN:   For the Senate? Oh, I remember. He brought Bobby up. Bobby was the 

manager of the fight, and he did a pretty good job. We were down on 
Batterymarch Street. And we were well organized. Kennedy was a  

good worker. He was a good organizer himself. 
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MARTIN:   Was Bobby a tough guy to work for? 
 
MULKER:   Oh yeah, very tough. Slave driver.  
 
MARTIN:   Slave driver. 
 
MULKERN:   Plenty of work he wants. 
 
MARTIN:   How about the in-laws? 
 
MULKERN:  Oh, they were nice people. I met Smith [Stephen E. Smith]. Yes. And I 

met the other fellow, Shriver [R. Sargent Shriver, Jr.]. The girls. 
They’re terrific workers. 

 
MARTIN:   Then they had a thing they used to call the coffee hour. Patsy, in your 

heyday as a political aide, did you have something like that? 
 
MULKERN:   Oh, that’s something new. That’s for them flappers. They went for 

that. But he was a good organizer. He knew what he was doing. 
 
MARTIN:   But I think right from the start as a congressman, he had the women’s  
   vote. 
 
MULKERN:   That’s right. That’s right. That little  
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head of hair he had, and all that. The girls went for him. Every girl you 
met thought she was going to be Mrs. Kennedy. I remember we were  

down in Lynn one night. I think it was a big casino, packed. I was walking along, and I met 
his Jew, who runs this clothing store. And I asked him, “What’s going on up there?” You 
know the crowd was in the streets, and the cars were being parked. And he said, “There’s 
some guy running for Senator up there.” He says, “I hope he keeps running forever. I’ve sold 
more gowns today.” Buying gowns. Hiring gowns. The girls were in all day buying gowns. 
That was the truth, too. 
 
MARTIN:   Every mother was pushing her daughter. 
   
MULKERN:   Yeah. “Mrs. Kennedy.” “Get up there and let him get a look at you. He 

might go for you.” 
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MARTIN:   But did you meet the future Mrs. Kennedy [Jacqueline B. Kennedy 
Onassis]? Did you know her? 

 
MULKERN:   Oh, I knew her well. A nice woman. Lovely girl. 
 
MARTIN:   Did you travel around with her at all? 
 
MULKERN:   Yes.  
 
MARTIN:   Patsy, you mentioned something about she was a pretty good judge of 

people. She could…. 
 
MULKERN:   She was, yes. That’s one thing I think about her. She could. She knew 

the fakers from the real people.  
 
MARTIN:   Of course, they didn’t get married until after he was a senator, but she 

came up during the 1958 campaign when he ran against Vinnie Celeste 
[Vincent J. Celeste]. 

 
MULKERN:   I didn’t see her then, but they say she was around Boston then. She 

made a speech someplace in the North End, hm? 
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MARTIN:   Yeah. Do you remember Vinnie Celeste, Patsy? 
 



MULKERN:   Yeah, I remember him well. He ain’t a bad fellow. 
 
MARTIN:   What’s he doing now? He didn’t make too much of a candidate,  
   though. 
 
MULKERN:   I don’t think he did any work. He might have been in there and didn’t 

know who put him in there. 
 
MARTIN:   Patsy, did you ever go down to Hyannis Port? 
 
MULKERN:   Oh, I’ll never forget that. I’m going to tell you a story. It’ll knock you 

down. It was Walter Power, dead and gone, Lord have mercy, and 
myself and him. And he says, “Take a ride down to the cottage.” I  

think we’d just got through campaigning, and I was pretty hungry. We didn’t eat all  
afternoon and everything else. We got down to the cottage. We got to the kitchen, and I  
opened the ice box, and I was  
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grabbing the peaches. I was doing a good job on them. So Jack went upstairs and put slacks 
on and come down and said, “What are you doing?” “What the hell do you think I’m doing? 
I’m eating.” “My peaches!” Jesus Christ, he’s just given a million dollars away this morning, 
and he’s hollering about a few peaches. Oh, I used to get a kick out of him. We laughed that 
night. He says, “Take that bum back to Boston.” Walter is dead and gone. 
 
MARTIN:   What was this? You spent the day down there. Did you go out to the 

boat at all? 
 
MULKERN:   No, I never went in the boat, never went in the boat. 
 
MARTIN:   Well, you weren’t much for the water, Patsy. 
 
MULKERN:   To hell with the water. 
 
MARTIN:   But Patsy, he always carried around with him a pocketful of change, 

somebody said. 
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MULKERN:   Who? 
 
MARTIN:   The Congressman. 
 
MULKERN:   Pocketful of change. I never saw him have any money. 
 



MARTIN:   You didn’t? 
 
MULKERN:   Never. He’d sign that thing, that’s all. He was up the Ritz. He’d sign 

the hotel thing. 
 
MARTIN:   What happened to some of these people that started with him? There 

were probably about five guys worked from the start.  
 
MULKERN:   That’s all. I just got through telling you. Sutton, myself, Joe Kane, 

Eddie McLaughlin [Edward F. McLaughlin, Jr.], Joe Timilty [Joseph 
P. Timilty]. That’s all. I can’t name any more. That was over at 18  

Tremont [Tremont Street], we first started. 
 
MARTIN:   But he picked up an awful lot of new people. 
 
MULKERN:   As he went along. Well, everybody jumped 
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on. I suppose they see this kid was going someplace and they’d 
all….Christ, you’d introduce him to someone, and they were in the  

headquarters the next day taking the place over.  
 
MARTIN:   Patsy, going back to the first congressional fight. What would you say 

was the toughest drawback you had to sell this candidate? 
 
MULKERN:   Oh, you know, not being acquainted and moving in on everybody. 

That was a hell of a thing to put over, you know. We were licking a 
guy like Neville in Cambridge and licking a guy like Cotter [John F.  

Cotter] in Charlestown. We had our hands full. It was a lot of work, but the fight was all,  
well, cut out. Then we made him a native son in Charlestown, made him a native son in East  
Boston. Of course, the Kennedys always lived in East Boston. John F. 
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was a congressman in the North End. What the hell, you could see him easy. That name was 
known there. Kennedy. And he went to Harvard. What the hell, he ought to get the vote from 
Cambridge.  
 
MARTIN:   Then, of course, his appearance. 
 
MULKERN:   Well, it helped him. Then, of course, him being sick at that time, 

crippled and everything else. I think that helped him a little bit. 
 
MARTIN:   Yeah. 



 
MULKERN:   The sympathy. The women, the women, You can’t lick sympathy; and 

money with it. It’s two bad things. 
 
MARTIN:   But did you have any idea way back in the beginning that this guy 

would go all the…. 
 
MULKERN:   Oh, yes, yes. I knew he’d be a senator. Of course, President, I don’t  
   know. 
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   That’s my thoughts about it. I told you before, if Lodge got by that 
Senate fight, there’d have been no Kennedy. There wouldn’t have been no more Kennedy. 
He’d of been writing books or something. He’d have been alive today writing a book in some 
attic. If Lodge licked him in that Senate fight, I don’t think you’d see Kennedy run for office 
any more. That’s the truth, too. Of course, if he lived he’d have liked to be President of 
Harvard or something like that. He had ambition to be the first in anything. You know what I 
mean? Then after that, what the hell good is it? Nothing left. What’s left?  
 
MARTIN:   Patsy, he was a hard worker, no question. He used to work from early 

in the morning till late at night. 
 
MULKERN:   Oh, yeah. Nine o’clock in the morning 
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   till seven or eight o’clock at night. 
 
MARTIN:   But he used to like to relax, too. What did he do to relax? 
 
MULKERN:   Oh, we’d go up to the apartment and kibitz, you know. Tell some 

stories. That day they were talking about the baseball, and things like 
that. I wasn’t interested in baseball. I was interested in politics. But  

Jack, he was a good reader. He’d read books, papers. 
 
MARTIN:   He like to eat? 
 
MULKERN:   He liked the sun too. Oh, frappes! That’s all. Frappes! I’ve never seen 

a guy eating so many frappes. [Laughter] Frappes! Frappes! 
 
MARTIN:   Patsy, you never liked the frappe? 
 
MULKERN:   To hell with the frappes. Who wants frappes? He was an ice cream  
   eater. 



 
MARTIN:   Of course, but he’d go in those barrooms,  
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   he wouldn’t want another beer. He wasn’t a beer man. 
 
MULKERN:   No, I don’t think Jack was a beer man. He may have took a glass of 

beer now and then. The guy up the Common [Boston Common] tells 
me, the paperboy, Louie says….I introduced him to Jack and Jack  

says, “I know Louie.” And I says, “How in the hell do you know him?” I says. He says,  
“When I was over at Harvard, me and Ben Smith [Benjamin A. Smith, II] used to let him  
take the books while we went down to Locke-Ober’s and had a couple of beers.” I says, “Oh,  
you were drinking beer in them days, Jack?” “Well,” he says,” a little beer now and then  
never hurt you.” He was up the Common, Louie. Jack would say, “Watch our books.” Him  
and Ben Smith. You know, the former Senator? 
 
MARTIN:   Sure, Patsy, he also used to love a hot  
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   tub of water, you know. He’d climb in a hot tub. 
 
MULKERN:   Oh, every afternoon. He wouldn’t miss that shower or that bath. Yeah, 

relaxed. I think you’ll recall relax, and have his beer. He had a bad 
back. That guy had a bad back. 

 
MARTIN:   Did his back bother him when he was a congressman, Patsy? 
 
MULKERN:   Oh, yes. He used to have to get rubs. He wore them braces and 

everything. The guy was in agony. Well, look, the guy took a gamble 
on his life, didn’t he, that operation. I don’t think the doctors here  

would operate on him in Boston.  
 
MARTIN:   He was a long while in the hospital. 
 
MULKERN:   Oh, yeah. 
 
MARTIN:   When he became a senator, Patsy, did you ever get down to  
   Washington? 
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MULKERN:   Never. 
 



MARTIN:   You never went down to see him? 
 
MULKERN:   No. Never bothered him. 
 
MARTIN:   How about as President. You never saw him in the White House? 
 
MULKERN:   No. Oh, he spoke a lot about me. Tip O’Neill [Thomas P. O’Neill, Jr.] 

told me, the Congressman. Geraghty said he was talking about me. 
 
MARTIN:   Sure.  
 
MULKERN:   Of course, I don’t think Jack forgot his old friends. When he was in 

with that big crowd, you know, like you forget, I suppose, with them 
other guys around. 

 
MARTIN:   How about when he’d come up here? He’d come up here occasionally 

to vote or….Did he ever catch up with you? 
 
MULKERN:   No, never. 
 
MARTIN:   You never saw him up here when he’d come 
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   in in a motorcade? 
 
MULKERN:   No. At the big time down at the Gardens [Boston Public Gardens] I 

couldn’t get in the building even. You know, that night he had it. It 
was the day, a couple of days before the election.  

 
MARTIN:   Why didn’t you get hold of somebody in the Boston office, Patsy? 
 
MULKERN:   I didn’t want to. 
 
MARTIN:   Have you seen any of the Kennedy family? 
 
MULKERN:   Oh, I see Teddy. I see Teddy now and then. Yeah, I see Ben Smith. I 

think I met Shriver one day in town here. 
 
MARTIN:   How do you think he did as a President? 
 
MULKERN:   He made a great President. He’d have swept the country if he were 

around today. Who the hell would lick him. 
 
MARTIN:   That’s right. 



 
MULKERN:   Aah. He’d have run away with it. 
 
MARTIN:   How do you…. 
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MULKERN:   Of course, he brought a new gang in politics. You’ve been around. 
You’ve seen them now. The old school is on the way out. There’s no 
question. But he knew, he had the old school around him too, you  

know. His mother was the old school. No question about it. 
 
MARTIN:   Well, you said your memory of politics goes back to Lomasney, 

Martin Lomasney [Martin M. Lomasney].  
 
MULKERN:   Martin, yeah. And the Primover fight.  
 
MARTIN:   Back in those days, Patsy, they used to have a real ward boss that’s be 

there. 
 
MULKERN:   He was the precinct worker. Yeah. Oh, there were. There were. Take 

Kennedy’s father. There were the four bosses, when I was a kid 
coming up: Pat Kennedy [Patrick Joseph Kennedy], East Boston; John  

F., the North End; Martin, the West End; Timilty [James P. Timilty] in Roxbury, Curley in  
Roxbury; Jamaica Plain was the McInerny’s; and Brighton was Lee. 
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South Boston was, I think, the McNearys; Congressman McNeary [William S. McNary], 
then the Foleys came along, and McCormack. They were your district bosses in those days, 
not like today. If you were a powerful precinct, you was a big man. You couldn’t get 
nothing—you see Pat Kennedy in East Boston, John F. in the North End, Martin. You 
couldn’t go to work in the West End unless Martin said so—the courthouse, any place. Them 
days are different.  
 
MARTIN:   But the Kennedy organization didn’t have that kind of a tight…. 
 
MULKERN:   Oh, yes. It had some of the old timers behind it. Nobody knew where 

they were working out of. He had the old school with him. 
 
MARTIN:   How about the father [Joseph P. Kennedy, Sr.], Patsy? What kind of 

work did he do? Was he…. 
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MULKERN:   Oh, he was here. He had an apartment in the Back Bay someplace. He 
kept in touch with them fights. 

 
MARTIN:   But he was around when he was running for Congress as well as for 

Senate? 
 
MULKERN:   Oh, yeah. Well he started with Joe Kane, the first cousin, all the time. 

Joe Kane was his first cousin and he’s the guy that laid the fight out. 
No question. 

 
MARTIN:   Well, Joe Kane was a great politician or strategy man or something?  
 
MULKERN:   He was Peter Tague’s [Peter F. Tague] secretary, and he was a 

publicity man. Very good. 
 
MARTIN:   Was it he that suggested that Jack go for Congress rather than for state 

office? 
 
MULKERN:   Me, Joe Kane and I think Sutton and one or two others. Congress. 

Congress. Yes. No. Lieutenant Governor. Of course, them guys all 
wanted to be judgeships and everything 
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else. Them guys didn’t want him a lieutenant governor. But he wouldn’t have….He’d have 
made a lousy lieutenant governor. The Lieutenant Governor’s office is a bad office. You 
have to work; you got to go up there every day. 
 
MARTIN:   His background, though, his training in Harvard and everything 

leaned, do you think, more towards national government? 
 
MULKERN:   That’s right. And a wealthy boy belongs in Washington. Belongs down 

there. That’s all right for some mug around here, Lieutenant Governor 
or Governor, but he was in the pitch in Washington. 

 
MARTIN:   Do you have any dealings ever with the father, Patsy? 
 
MULKERN:   Never. Never. Never. Talked to him a couple of times. Nobody knows 

the Kennedys good. 
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MARTIN:   Why is that? 
 



MULKERN:   I don’t know, but they don’t let you know them good. That’s one thing 
about them. You hear people all day long, Eddy, telling you how close 
they are to Kennedy. Nobody was close to him. Take it from me,  

there’s nobody close to them. Big men don’t let you get close to them. Me and you would,  
but not those fellows. Because that’s the way they’re born and brought up. 
 
MARTIN:   You mean…. 
 
MULKERN:   I’ve seen guys supposed to be close to Kennedy and I don’t know 

where they went. They never went anyplace in public life. Say Torby 
Macdonald. Very close to him. I Thought Torby’d go someplace. He’s  

just a congressman yet. It’s a funny life though. It is. I don’t think Jack sometimes sat down  
and thought 
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these things over. If Jack had the right guy around him all the time, I’d think that there’d be a 
lot of better moves. But you take the guys around him that don’t know the old school politics, 
and them guys are always pushed out. I don’t know why. 
 
MARTIN:   Patsy, you were telling me one time that Jack was on the phone talking 

to somebody. What was that story? You were telling me he was 
talking to some guy like he was an old friend. 

 
MULKERN:   Oh, Butler. Ben Butler. 
 
MARTIN:   Yeah. 
 
MULKERN:   The fellow wouldn’t support him. Then he gave him breakfast, and we 

took him over. 
 
MARTIN:   Tell me about that story. 
 
MULKERN:   There was a time out in Brookline when we were running for the 

Senate, and somebody overlooked a telegram or something for the Feis 
out there: that’s an Irish time. And  
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Jack says, “Anybody see the telegram?” And I says, “I didn’t see nothing.” And nobody else 
seen nothing, I think. So everybody was running around. He had all the international lawyers 
and everybody else to get a hold of this Ben Butler. He’s the head of the Irish societies. So I 
get a hold of Jack one day by myself. I said, “Now let me tell you something, Jack. Do you 
want this Ben Butler?” “Yeah.” “Well, a ten cents call can get him if you know how to do it. 
First you find out where he lives.” “Yes.” “Then you call him and meet him tomorrow at the 



Ritz for breakfast. And he’ll be there.” Jack says, “You think so?” “I know so.” Now we had 
all these lawyers, I’m telling you, chasing this guy for months to get him on the wagon or 
something. Of course, the man might have meant something. 
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Jack made the call. I met Jack later. I says, “Was he there?” “Oh, he was there.” I says, “I 
told you.” He had breakfast with the Congressman, up the Ritz. 
 
MARTIN:   Did he work for him? 
 
MULKERN:   Who? Butler? 
 
MARTIN:   Later on, he thought Jack was the greatest guy that ever lived. He 

misjudged him he said. [Laughter]  
 
MARTIN:   Patsy, a lot of people, as he moves along in this career of politics, tried 

to get close to him. They tried to work around…. 
 
MULKERN:   Well, I tell you, Eddie, if you met a guy tonight and you introduced 

him to Kennedy….Now if he were walking down School Street and I 
says, “Jack, meet Tom Burke, “ ten minutes from then he’d—Burke’d  

be telling people how close he was to him, he made him and everything else. I never seen  
anything 
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like it. That’s why they jump on. I don’t know. Jack used to say to me, “Make out they’re 
close.” 
 
MARTIN:   Is that right? 
 
MULKERN:   Oh, yeah. Many times. Many times I’d be in a car with him or a hall 

coming out, and Jack would say to me, “Pat, what’s that fellow’s 
name?” I’d say, “Christ, I thought you knew him! He told me how  

close he is to you.” Of course, Jack would get a kick out of it. 
 
MARTIN:   But how was he on remembering names or faces? 
 
MULKERN:   Oh, he was all right. Yes. But you’d have to introduce him. You’d say, 

“You see the fellow across the street, Jack? Well, he’s important. He 
lived in some district; you’d have to get him.” I’d say, “Now go and  

shake hands with him. Tell him you know him,” all like that. John F., that was John F. style. 
 

[-44-] 



 
“How are you?” and everything else. Curley the same way. Curley’d talk to anybody. He 
didn’t care who the hell he was talking to as long as he got votes. But Kennedy turned out to 
be a shrewd campaigner. 
 
MARTIN:   Patsy, you mentioned Curley. Curley and Honey Fitz never hit it off.  
 
MULKERN:   Oh, bitter enemies. Bitter enemies. Well, they were two of the Irish 

guys come along the same time. You know what I mean? 
 
MARTIN:   Yeah.  
 
MULKERN:   I think John F. was just ahead of Curley or something and they never 

could get along. 
 
MARTIN:   Can you remember any funny stories about them? Somebody was 

saying there was a story about Curley bumping into Honey Fitz on 
School Street or something, and he was carrying a bag at the time.  

Remember that story? 
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MULKERN:   Oh, that was old—not John F.—old Bob Washburn, Republican. Yeah, 
Curley said, “Going to work, Bob? Got the burglar tools.” Bob was 
going down to rob people. Yeah. No, I don’t think they ever had a  

fight, John F. and Curley, but they’re both good campaigners, but they’d both watch one  
another.  
 
MARTIN:   What happened? There was no closeness there between Jack Kennedy 

and James Michael Curley. 
 
MULKERN:   Oh, no. No. 
 
MARTIN:   Remember the time when the pardon petition was circulated? 
 
MULKERN:   Yes, I remember. I thought Jack shoulda signed it. 
 
MARTIN:   Do you think so? Why? 
 
MULKERN:   Well, what the hell, the guy did a million favors, Curley. What the 

hell. Sign a thing like that. 
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MARTIN:   Remember the fight, Patsy, for the control of the state committee when 
they had Burke [William H. Burke, Jr.] running?  

 
MULKERN:   Oh, Onions Burke? Yeah. Oh, Jack knocked him out. 
 
MARTIN:   Yeah. 
 
MULKERN:   Oh, yeah. Put Pat Lynch [John M. Lynch] in. “Bring in the father,” 

they told him. 
 
MARTIN:   Do you know Speaker McCormack [John William McCormack]? 
 
MULKERN:   Oh, very well. John. Yes. He’s all right. Good fellow. 
 
MARTIN:   You know, you’ve already read from time to time as he went through 

the years of a rivalry between the McCormack and John Kennedy. 
 
MULKERN:   Jealousy, I suppose. Jealousy. See, when this kid come along, Eddie, a 

lot of fellows seen themselves getting pushed out. They figured that he 
was going to  
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be in their way. Well, all the young guys. Higgins was the same way. Tobin was the same 
way. And here was a fellow coming in and taking the district away from fellows that lived 
there all their lives, then going to the Senate. Guys wanted to go to the Senate before him. He 
did a hell of a yard, didn’t he? 
 
MARTIN:   Sure. What do you…. 
 
MULKERN:   Made it to the White House. You don’t see many guys….What is it? 

Let me see now. This is ’64. ’45. Gee, he went fast. In fifteen or 
twenty years, Senator, Congressman, and the White House. Then he’d  

a went back again. Then he’d a been President of Harvard. No question about it. That would  
have been the next move for him. 
 
MARTIN:   President of Harvard? 
 
MULKERN:   Certainly. Certainly. That’s his Irish.  
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He used to tell me that. After that. But I always get back to that Lodge 
fight. If Lodge licked us, boy, he’d a been around today writing a  



book. You’d have seen him writing some books or something. Because I don’t think 
Kennedy would ever take a licking and run again. Funny, but he had that idea. He’d hate to 
take a licking. 
 
MARTIN:   You know if he were President of Harvard, he might have made you 

Provost Marshal over there.  
 
MULKERN:   What the hell is that? 
 
MARTIN:   You’d be in charge of the whole operation. Patsy, did you ever travel 

over to Harvard with him when he’d go over to those 
commencements? 

 
MULKERN:   Oh, no. The only time I went over to Harvard, I went over with a cake 

for Teddy one day. He says, “Go over.” I  
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   says, “For Christ’s sake, you can buy a cake over there. Why bring this 
over to him?” Jack says it was his birthday, and I went over. I went into a hundred buildings 
before I found Teddy. Teddy was a little boy then. “Here’s your cake,” I says. “Eat it.”  
 
MARTIN:   What was it? A birthday cake? 
 
MULKERN:   Yeah. A birthday cake. Gee, I don’t know. He told me what was in it; I 

said I’d go over with it. He could have bought a cake over there. 
 
MARTIN:   Jack sent you over? 
 
MULKERN:   Yeah. Well, I think Teddy was close to Jack. Jack was close to Teddy. 

Yeah. Because he’d always talk about Teddy, and the races, and the 
boat and everything else. Course, them Kennedys—they’re all close to  

one another.  
 
MARTIN:   Sure. 
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MULKERN:   There ain’t no question. 
 
MARTIN:   Sure. 
 
MULKERN:   You can’t butt in there. 
 



MARTIN:   Sure. You also mentioned, Patsy, that you knew Joe Kennedy [Joseph 
P. Kennedy, Jr.]. 

 
MULKERN:   Which one? Oh, Joe, yeah. Joe was a great fellow. I met Joe with 

Eddie Gallagher [Edward M. Gallagher]. Oh, that’s around 1930. Joe 
was a grand fellow. And I went out and did some work for the  

delegate. He won. You remember. He went to the Convention. I think….I don’t know. I think  
he voted for Farley [James A. Farley], that Convention, that time. Yeah, at Chicago. Joe was  
a great fellow. 
 
MARTIN:   What kind of a guy was he? 
 
MULKERN:   Joe? 
 
MARTIN:   Yeah. 
 
MULKERN:   Oh, a nice fellow. 
 
MARTIN:   Do you think he would have gone into politics? 
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MULKERN:   Yes. Well, it’s hard to tell if he’d have went through it like Jack, you 
know. But Joe was a great candidate, too. But there’s one thing about 
Jack. Jack had the touch. But the kid now, you got, Kennedy. Look out  

for him, Teddy. Look out for this kid. This kid will run away with everything. No question  
about it. 
 
MARTIN:   How does he compare with Jack? 
 
MULKERN:   Who? Teddy? He’s got everything Jack has, yeah. A little more I 

think. A little more. There was a lot of people you know Eddie, 
wouldn’t take Jack right away. With Teddy they would. You meet  

them now and they say, “Gees, I met that Teddy. He’s a hell of a kid.” You wouldn’t get so  
much with Jack. Oh, Jack came in, I told you, pushing people on, pushing them out. It was  
tough to sell the guy. You’re taking a  
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guy who just came in. They used to say to me, “Take that guy and run him down in Miami. 
Take him down to Palm Beach and run him.” And, “Give him an address over in New York.” 
You’re taking the district away from these guys. We had a helluva fight. I can realize now, 
the time we put in and all.  
 



MARTIN:   Where were you when the assassination took place? Were you up here 
in Boston? 

 
MULKERN:   Yeah, I was up in the South End. I had just come out of the Waldorf 

with a couple of guys, and a fellow says, “Come in. Sit in the car a 
minute.” I sat with him. He says, “It’s a tough break you’re getting.”  

And I says, “What?” I didn’t know what he’s talking about. He says, “Your friend just got hit  
in the head.” Well, I didn’t think much of that. I  
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says, “It might have been an orange, an apple or something.” And the radio wasn’t on then. 
And he says, “Naw,” he says, “He got hit, Pat, with a bullet.” “I says, “With a bullet?” So, he 
says, “I’m going to get the news now.” And he turned the knob. They were arguing back and 
forth. “He’s dying. He ain’t dead.” I says, “Did he get hit in the head?” “Yeah.” “Shut it off. 
That’s the end of him.” 
 
MARTIN:   Yeah. 
 
MULKERN:   If you get hit in the head, you’re all done. It was a sad thing, wasn’t it? 

Huh? 
 
MARTIN:   Sure sad. 
 
MULKERN:   Great fellow. 
 
MARTIN:   Look, Patsy, to some of his…. 
 
MULKERN:   I don’t know what the hell he wanted down in that place. He didn’t 

need that South  
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   to carry it. Course they went down, I suppose, they promised someone 
they’d go down there. 
 
MARTIN:  Patsy, going right back to the beginning again, how did most of those 

early friends of his that started make out? I mean, did they kind of drift 
away from him as he moved on? 

 
MULKERN:   Oh, yeah. There’s a lot of them that didn’t get nothing, I suppose.  
 
MARTIN:   Yeah. 
 



MULKERN:   I meet them now and then. They say, “Well, we started him. We got 
nothing.” Well, that’s politics, ain’t it? Guys walked in that don’t even 
know Kennedy. There’s a lot of guys around Kennedy in the White  

House that didn’t even know him. Of course, them guys jump on. Just like the paper, I  
suppose. They go up there and they jump on, too.  
 
MARTIN:   Sure. But did you know back in those 
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days, Patsy, as a guy moves along, if he goes all the way from a 
congressman up, you’re bound to drop some and pick up others as you  

go. 
 
MULKERN:   New faces. 
 
MARTIN:   This is the same thing with….Tobin was like that. 
 
MULKERN:   That’s right. New faces. 
 
MARTIN:   Curley…. 
 
MULKERN:   The old school wouldn’t go that far. They’d hold the old crowd.  
 
MARTIN:   Well, how about…. 
 
MULKERN:   McCormack’s crowd is still with him, ain’t they? 
 
MARTIN:   Yeah. 
 
MULKERN:   He’s got the same friends in there, I think. Forty years ago, he started 

with them. 
 
MARTIN:   How about Curley though, Curley…? 
 
MULKERN:   Curley was the same way. He’d hold his 
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   old friends. 
 
MARTIN:   But he’d believe a rumor, Patsy. You know. 
 
MULKERN:   What do you mean? 
 



MARTIN:   If you said something about another guy who was close to him, he’s 
more apt to believe you. He’d be sore at this guy and the guy wouldn’t 
know what he was sore about. 

 
MULKERN:   Who, Curley? 
 
MARTIN:   Yeah. 
 
MULKERN:   Oh, yeah. 
 
MARTIN:   He was a very sensitive….. 
 
MULKERN:   Touchy. 
 
MARTIN:  …touchy guy. 
 
MULKERN:   Well, Kennedy was a touchy guy too. 
 
MARTIN:   Was he like that? 
 
MULKERN:   Oh, yeah. Kennedy didn’t want anybody to say anything bad against 

him. See? Like you’d say to him….You’d be  
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   walking with him, he’d wave at a guy, and he’d say, “Is he with us?” 
I’d say, “Gee, he didn’t tell me, but I know he’s going to vote Democrat. He’s going to vote 
for you.” He was on everybody. Kennedy would say, “I don’t know.” He’d say, “I’ve heard 
stories.” “Now, are you sure?” Kennedy wanted to be exact. The family’s that way, you 
know. They wanted to be sure of these things. They’re tough losers. They hate to lose. Oh, 
they hate to lose. There’s no question. I think in a football game they’d give their heart if 
they lost. They put everything into it, see? I’ve never seen their foolish football they played, 
but I guess it’s for blood.  
 
MARTIN:   He loved sports, though.  
 
MULKERN:   Who, Jack? 
 
MARTIN:   Yeah.  
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MULKERN:   Yeah, I went to a ballgame once, I saw it with him. 
 
MARTIN:   Where was this? In Boston? 



 
MULKERN:   Yeah. At the Fenway. We took an afternoon off and went over. 
 
MARTIN:   Who was with him? Just yourself? 
 
MULKERN:   Me, him, and Walter Powers. Christ, we were lucky to get the tickets. 

He’d hate to push himself out to get anything like that. You know what 
I mean? 

 
MARTIN:   Yeah.  
 
MULKERN:   I went upstairs, I got the tickets off of Miss Lynch. That’s her name? 

“I got a congressman downstairs. We can’t get any tickets.” “What 
congressman?” I said, “Kennedy. Give us three box tickets.” She gave  

them to us. “Oh yeah, JFK.” He used to come down. Joe Cronin. “How is the young  
Congressman?” “Why don’t  
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you come down and meet him,” I said. “He’s parked outside in the car.” “Are we getting in 
to see the game? I’m telling you they don’t know from nothing.” 
 
MARTIN:   He loved baseball. I think on one of his trips up here, the last trip he 

made up here he indicated…. 
 
MULKERN:   Baseball and frappes. 
 
MARTIN:   And a little football, too. 
 
MULKERN:   Yeah. 
 
MARTIN:   He used to love that. 
 
MULKERN:   He told me once he played football. I took a look at him, and I said, 

“What were you? The waterboy?” Christ, play football. [Laughter]  
 
MARTIN:   He was a great swimmer. 
 
MULKERN:   Yeah, he was good. Jack was a good swimmer. Yeah. He had a 

swimmer in the White House, didn’t he? 
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MARTIN:   Dave Powers. 
 



MULKERN:   Oh, was Powers an instructor with him? 
 
MARTIN:   Yeah. Every time he took his daily swim, Dave Powers would go 

along with him, and gag, you know. 
 
MULKERN:   Yeah.  
 
MARTIN:   Patsy, you remember any other funny stories involving him back in the 

early days? 
 
MULKERN:   Yeah, I think…. 
 
MARTIN:   Did he like to play jokes on people? 
 
MULKERN:   Who, Kennedy? Oh, yeah, he was serious at times, and sometimes he 

had a joke with him.  
 
MARTIN:   Billy Sutton used to tell us how he’d borrow his shirts, you know?  
 
MULKERN:   Borrow Billy’s shirts? 
 
MARTIN:   No, Billy would borrow his shirts.  
 
MULKERN:   Yeah. Yeah.  
 
MARTIN:   You know, wear them. And there must have  
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   been a lot of laughs around there up at 122 Bowdoin Street.  
 
MULKERN:   Jack was all business, for God’s sake. 
 
MARTIN:   Patsy, in your association with him, he used to talk about if he didn’t 

get elected to Congress, if he was never a congressman, what would he 
do? 

 
MULKERN:   I asked him once, I said, “What would you do?” He said, “If I wasn’t 

elected Congressman, what would I be doing?” I said, “Yeah, what 
would you be doing? Who’d put you to work? Where would you get a  

job at? You’re lucky you’ve got a job now,” I says. “Who’d put you to work. Oh, your father  
maybe. Who else?” He said, “Well, I could go writing.” “Writing where?” “Writing a book.”  
“What book?” “While England Slept.” “Oh, who the hell cares if England slept or not?” But I  
think 
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he’d made a good writer. Getting back again, Eddie, if he lost that Senate fight, you 
positively would have had a writer today. He’d have been writing books. Because I know 
Jack, he would never have run again. Jack would never take a defeat and come back. Lots of 
fellows could, but not him. They want to be winners. They want to be first in everything too. 
You take it from me.  
 
MARTIN:   Is that something you think the father…. 
 
MULKERN:   Yeah, that’s right. I think. The old gent was the same way, Kennedy. 

They always wanted to be first in everything. He grabbed this. Grab 
that. Grab this. What the hell, they were first, ain’t they. 

 
MARTIN:   Yeah. 
 
MULKERN:   You come later. 
 
MARTIN:   But they did a lot of service, once they 
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   get in there.  
 
MULKERN:   I think, Eddie, right now, I think it’s all planned out who’s going to 

folly one another. If he moves in, this guy’ll folly him. That guy. First 
it was Joe. I can’t tell you where Joe’dve gone. It’s hard to tell. I know  

he—perhaps, he could have got elected Congressman, or Governor, or something, but I don’t  
know about the White House. Then Jack came next. Now, it’s Teddy. I don’t know what  
Bobby’s going to do. But take it from me, Teddy will go in the White House. He’s a hell of a  
candidate. 
 
MARTIN:   Do you think, Jack had a lot of qualities of John F. Fitzgerald?  
 
MULKERN:   Oh, well he was on the Fitzgerald side. Bobby’s on the Kennedy side 

more. The Attorney General. Jack is a Fitzgerald  
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   after his mother. You’ve met his mother, ain’t ya? 
 
MARTIN:   Yeah. 
 
MULKERN:   She’s a hell of a campaigner, ain’t she? 
 



MARTIN:   She sure is.  
 
MULKERN:   Oh, she could sell anybody. “My boy. My boy.” I met a woman one 

day, and she says to me….I said, “Don’t forget, vote for Teddy for 
Senate.” She says, “Oh, yes. I met Rose.” “Oh,” I said, “the mother.  

Where did you meet her?” She said, “Up in Dorchester.” She says to this lady that Teddy  
disappointed her. And the woman said, “Why?” “I thought he was going to be a priest.”  
“Well,” I said, “That’s good propaganda, you know. Keep that going. Keep that going. Don’t  
let that up.” They work night and day at that. You never met Joe, did you? 
 
MARTIN:   No. 
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MULKERN:   You never met him, Eddie? 
 
MARTIN:   No. He was killed in the War. 
 
MULKERN:   Killed in the War. 
 
MARTIN:   And I didn’t get back here. 
 
MULKERN:   It’s a tough family, and the hard luck they’ve had. They all went dead 

and everything else. Flying and everything else. I figured if Jack went, 
it’d be in the air. I always thought, you know, flying here and there. I  

never figured anybody’s kill him. I figured he might have been in an accident or something  
like that. You know what I mean? He loved to fly. I don’t think he’d walk across the street. If  
he had a plane, across the street he’d take it. He loved planes. 
 
MARTIN:   Did you ever hear Honey Fitz sing that Sweet Adeline? That famous 

song? 
 
MULKERN:   Oh, I’ll tell you a story about him. Years ago, a namesake of yours, a 

Martin, and  
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   another one, I think it’s Teddy Martin. They had a rally out in Forest 
Hills in the Brady Block or something. In them days, the women wasn’t voting, Eddie, in 
those days, when he was running with John F. So it’s way back in the Eddie Donovan’s 
[Edward J. Donovan] fight, 1905, that is, now. And the man is dead and gone who told me 
the story. He says John F. met him and says, “Here put this ten dollars in your pocket, and 
while I’m talking now I want you to holler, ‘John F., sing Sweet Adeline.’” So this Martin, 
took the sawbuck and went down to Forest Hills and had a couple of drinks, and said, “The 



hell with John F.” So John F. got out, “Where the hell is that man with my money? I gave 
him ten dollars to spend, but not to run away with it.” 
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MARTIN:   There were many funny stories about him, Patsy.  
 
MULKERN:   Oh, yeah. He’d fight Martin, Eddie, and he’d win for mayor and they’d 

go up and say to John F., “Clean all the West Enders out.” “Oh, no, 
that Martin is too smart. He’s got the statehouse in his pocket.” John F.  

was a good campaigner; he was a shrewd guy. That was a shrewd fellow. 
 
MARTIN:   You know, looking back to when he was mayor of Boston, he left a lot 

of monuments around here. The Parkman bandstand was his.  
 
MULKERN:   Who? John F.’s? 
 
MARTIN:   Yeah. 
 
MULKERN:   Oh, yeah.  
 
MARTIN:   And he was always working for a bigger, busier and a better Boston. 
 
MULKERN:   A bigger, better, busy bee, John. Yeah. 
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And the Red Sox won the pennant with him. Of course, he sold 
Boston. Well, you have the same type as John F., the other guy. He  

could sell himself. John F. was a good ladies’ man. He could get a lot of women’s votes, too. 
Too bad the guy was never Governor or something. That goes back to the Lodge family 
again. He fought that old grandfather. And then the sons come along and fight the young 
sons. 
 
MARTIN:   What kind of relationship, Patsy, did Jack Kennedy have with Dever 

[Paul A. Dever]? 
 
MULKERN:   I don’t think it was friendly. I don’t think it was friendly. I don’t think 

Dever, to this day, thought he’d lick Lodge. That’s why he said, “You 
run.” Of course they tried to put a deal on. He’d run for Senate, and  

he’d run for Governor. But I kept telling Jack he could  
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lick Lodge.  



 
MARTIN:   Yeah.  
 
MULKERN:  So he says, “I’ve got an appointment on the beach with him.” And I 

says, “Well, if you go down, Dever’ll tell you to run for the Senate. I 
know that. So you were right.” I says, “Of course, I’m right. He  

mightn’t think you could like Lodge.” I tell you there wasn’t many thought he could lick  
Lodge. They thought, you know, a young guy, Lodge called him boy a couple of times. 
 
MARTIN:   And that helped. That helped.  
 
MULKERN:   Sure, it helped. Then Curley called Salty [Leverette Saltonstall] a 

“South Boston face.” And that helped. You know, you make a bad 
remark, and you’re gone. It gets touchy. 

 
MARTIN:   Do you think if he got in a fight for  
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   Governor with Dever, he would have knocked Dever off? 
 
MULKERN:   Well, I don’t think that would ever come, but it would have been a bad 

fight. Dever was a good campaigner. Of course, Dever to this day 
wanted to go to the Senate, too, you know. 

 
MARTIN:   Yeah. 
 
MULKERN:   Because I think David I. idolized Dever. David I. Walsh.  
 
MARTIN:   Do you remember the time when the Senate fight, when there was that 

McCarthy [Joseph R. McCarthy] issue. Senator McCarthy, you know, 
communists and all that.  

 
MULKERN:   Yeah.  
 
MARTIN:   There was a lot of feeling on that. Do you remember anything about  
   that? 
 
MULKERN:   What? 
 
MARTIN:   There was a lot of feeling. The Jewish 
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   people had a fear for McCarthy, you know. 



 
MULKERN:   Well, there was talk that he’d come up here and speak against Jack, 

but I knew he wouldn’t do it. I know McCarthy wouldn’t come in this 
state because I don’t think he had any love for Lodge. I think that  

worried Kennedy for a while; that he’d come up here. And I always said, “No, he wouldn’t  
come in this state. McCarthy wouldn’t come in this state.” Of course, it wouldn’ve made a  
difference, though, if he did. But I don’t think he had that much love for Lodge. You see,  
Lodge was playing a one man game with the….Of course, that Republican down in New  
Bedford helped us a lot. Brewster. Was that his name? Brewer? Brewer. 
 
MARTIN:   Brewer. Basil Brewer.  
 
MULKERN:   Basil Brewer. Oh, yeah. He did a lot of  
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   work. Gee, that guy did a lot of work for Jack. 
 
MARTIN:   Why… 
 
MULKERN:   The Taft [Robert A. Taft] crowd hated Lodge. You could sell all those 

things together. Lodge was slipping a little bit. The kid was coming 
and coming and coming. Kennedy was moving, moving, moving, I say  

again, if he lost, the picture would have been all changed. We wouldn’t be sitting here today.  
Me and you wouldn’t be talking. ‘Cause he would have been out writing some book or  
something. 
 
MARTIN:   Patsy, if somebody said to you, what’s the best thing you ever 

remember about this guy in your long association, what would you say 
your best memory of him?  

 
MULKERN:   My best memory of him was taking my girl’s payroll one day, $11.00. 

You want to hear that story?  
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MARTIN:   Yeah. 
 
MULKERN:   The best thing I remember from Jack. My girl works in Liggett’s, and 

she says, “Here, take my—I think there’s $34 and put it in an 
envelope.” I stuck it in my pocket, and I thought nothing of it. Oh, by  

the way, I was going to pay a bill I thought with it—some kind of bill, Liggett’s, or I mean  
Gilchrists’. Well, I bumped into Kennedy at the apartment. He says, “Where are you going?”  
I said, “Nowhere.” He says, “Take a ride over to the airport; I’m going back to Washington.”  
Now he’s a congressman in these days. Of course, when we get over there, I used to get him  



the papers, some candy and things like that. 
 
MARTIN:   He liked candy? 
 
MULKERN:   Oh, Christ. Crazy over candy, sweets. I’d get him a Time, a Look 

Magazine. And he’d  
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   say, “Get a couple of bars of candy.” And I walk out the gangplank 
with him and give him that briefcase he used to carry. I don’t think there was ever anything 
in it. And he got up the gangplank, and he come down again, you see. And he said, “Pat.” I 
walked up, and I thought he wanted to ask me something. He says, “Have you got any 
change?” And, like a fool, I pulled out that envelope, and I says, “Yeah, I got something 
here.” He grabbed it and ran up the gangplank. And he said, “I’ll see you later.” I said, 
“That’s Alice’s pay you’re holding, her money.” And he says, “See you later.” That’s the 
gospel truth. That’s the gospel truth, Eddie. 
 
MARTIN:   Did you get it back? 
 
MULKERN:   Oh, Christ, yes. It took me a long time, though, but I thought I’d have 

to go to 
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   to court.  
 
MARTIN:   You’dve gone on to court, too. 
 
MULKERN:   But guys like that, they don’t think nothing like that. They don’t think 

nothing like that.  
 
MARTIN:   I bet Alice wasn’t too happy. 
 
MULKERN:   I met her that night. I says….You met her didn’t you? 
 
MARTIN:   Yes. Sure. 
 
MULKERN:   She says, “Did you pay the bill?” “What bill?” I said. “That bill’s in 

Washington. Kennedy took it.” She says, “He’s a millionaire.” She 
thought nothing of it, though. 

 
MARTIN:   That’s interesting. Do you remember any other funny stories when you 

travelled around? How was he as a driver?  
 



MULKERN:   Oh. Wicked. Wicked. Wicked. He was the fastest. On a wheel you 
mean, in a car? Oh, he was a fast  
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   driver. I guess they all go that way. Very fast.  
 
MARTIN:   He never got bagged around here though.  
 
MULKERN:   We never got bagged. We got stopped three times going down the 

Cape by a state cop. And every time he’d cover himself. He had 
malaria when we were going down. I’m getting back that night when I  

went down to get the peaches.  
 
MARTIN:   Oh, yeah. 
 
MULKERN:   On the way down, ‘cause I says, “Speed it.” So Walter Powers was 

going, and a cop would come along, a state cop, and Jack was laying 
on the back seat. Of course, when he got that malaria, he’d get cold.  

He had to put a blanket on. Oh, he had it bad. Malaria. 
 
MARTIN:   Really? 
 
MULKERN:   Oh, yeah. The guy’d look at the registration and say, “Who owns this 

car?” I’d say,  
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   “It looks like Joseph P. Kennedy, don’t it?” Then that was the end of 
it. I’d say, “That’s the Congressman.” Well, he’d do nothing about it. Pinched? Jesus! Three 
times, four times! 
 
MARTIN:   Who was doing the driving that time? 
 
MULKERN:   Powers. 
 
MARTIN:   Oh, I see. 
 
MULKERN:   Yeah. 
 
MARTIN:   But Jack used to drive himself, too. I mean when he’d get behind the 

wheel. 
 
MULKERN:   Oh, many a time. 
 



MARTIN:   And he’d really hit the little button. 
 
MULKERN:   Wild man. Well, I guess all them Harvard guys are a wild crowd. 
 
MARTIN:   Lucky, though, he never got into an accident. 
 
MULKERN:   Very lucky. Very lucky. Jack had a good break in life. The only tough 

break was getting killed. He had a pretty good life. 
 

[-78-] 
 

   What would he be this week? Forty-seven? 
 
MARTIN:   Forty-seven. Yeah. 
 
MULKERN:   Look at the way he went. Just a boy, Congress, Senate, and President 

too. And he could have been head of Harvard. That would have been 
the next move. First in everything. 

 
MARTIN:  Yeah. Yeah. 
 
MULKERN:   Funny thing, they don’t want to be second. “Second don’t count,” he 

used to tell me. 
 

[END OF INTERVIEW] 
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