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HYNES:  Bill, the road to the White House began back in 1946 in the streets of 
Charlestown, and that’s when you first met President Kennedy [John 
F. Kennedy], isn’t it?  

 
SUTTON:  Well, not actually, Jack. I had just gotten out of the Army, which was 

on January 13. 1946. I had my honorable discharge and three hundred 
dollars. I found myself going to the bank, which is located on School  

Street in Boston. I went in and I cashed my checks, walked across the street, and I was hailed  
into Walton’s Lunchroom. I think you remember Walton’s Lunchroom. That was a haven for  
sort of the political prognosticators and so-called campaign managers during those days. I  
hadn’t been there for about four years because of the war. I was beckoned in by Joe Kane  
[Joseph Kane], who is the first cousin of Ambassador Kennedy [Joseph P. Kennedy, Sr.]. He  
called me in and I was invited to have some coffee, shook hands with several people who  
were gathered in the restaurant at the time, and Joe Kane asked me if I knew President  
Kennedy. I told him I hadn’t known him and he asked me if I would be kind enough to come  
up to the Hotel Bellevue where the President had resided in 1946 and ’45 after his retirement  
from the Navy. He was retired out, because of his medical condition, I imagine. So he  
indicated that the President was interested in becoming a candidate for Congress. I told him I  
would like to meet him and he and I went up to the Hotel Bellevue and it was there that I first  
met the late President.  
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HYNES:   You had never seen him before, Billy?  
 
SUTTON:  No, I knew that there was a family of Kennedys. I had remembered his 

brother, Joe [Joseph P. Kennedy, Jr.], who was quite active in politics 
in the forties. I think at the time he was a delegate of Farley [James A.  

Farley] for president. I don’t remember the city where the Convention was held, but I  
perhaps knew more about the late Joseph Kennedy, Jr., than the present John F. Kennedy.  
 
HYNES:  What were your first impressions of the President in that hotel room, 

Billy, that morning?  
 
SUTTON:  Well he was a very amiable, gregarious, young man. He reminded me 

very much of Colonel Charles Lindbergh [Charles A. Lindbergh, Jr.]. 
He was extremely vigorous; he was extremely friendly and I knew  

right then and there that I had somebody. He was a new face, family tradition, and a splendid  
war record I figured couldn’t be matched in the district. And I thought—actually, I knew that  
we had a great candidate in the making.  
 
HYNES:  What was the district like in those days, Billy? This was Charlestown? 

And what else comprised the district?  
 
SUTTON:  Well, at that time, prior to this…At that time, it was the Eleventh 

Congressional District and the late Chief Justice John P. Higgins had 
served, and Tom Eliot [Thomas Hopkinson Eliot], and then former  

Mayor James M. Curley [James Michael Curley] also served that district, which took in East  
Boston, Charlestown, North, West, and South End. And it used to be Chelsea, but then of  
course they put in Brighton Ward 22 when they revamped the district. And that was Mr.  
Kennedy’s district from which he was going to be candidate.  
 
HYNES:  Then you knew the district pretty well. You had worked for candidates 

before in this area? 
 
SUTTON:  Yes, when I was quite young, very, very young I was extremely 

acquainted with John Cotter [John F. Cotter] and I made the run with 
him. I wasn’t able to vote at the time. Prior to that I worked in the  

American House for the later Chief Justice John P. Higgins who was a successful candidate  
in that particular fight against John Douglas and James H. Brennan of Charlestown. He was a  
great candidate too.  
 
HYNES:  How old was John F. Kennedy when you first met him, twenty-eight 

or twenty-nine?  
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SUTTON:   I’d say twenty-nine. Yes.  
 
HYNES:  Where did it go from there? You met the President in the Bellevue and 

he talked with you about working with him on the campaign? 
 
SUTTON:  Yes, but I indicated to him that I had a job at the Boston Gas 

Company. I was reading meters, at the time, and I told him that I 
wanted to take a week off and he said, “Billy, I want to get going on  

this thing. I understand you know the district and you know a lot of people that can be  
helpful to us. You were suggested and I’d like to have you make up your mind today,” which  
I did. Immediately I started to get things organized as best I could. At that time, you see, he  
was speaking for the Community Fund and the late Mike Kelliher [Michael J. Kelliher]  
(former Fire Commissioner under Mayor Hynes [John B. Hynes]) was the chairman of the  
Community Fund. He used the President on many, many speaking engagements, at Radcliffe,  
Harvard, Boston Latin, Charlestown High School, East Boston, so he was already going into  
that district and he perhaps made a few dents himself. It wasn’t a beginning. He was an  
extremely busy many at that time. He had no secretary. His mail was all packed up on his  
desk and he’d answered the phone himself. And that’s where I started in, getting the special  
assignments for the Community Fund under Mike Kelliher, which was a great help to the late  
President. Even then Mike was on these particular assignments.  
 
HYNES:  What kind of campaign was it, Billy? How many candidates were 

running in opposition to the President?  
 
SUTTON:  Well there was John Cotter, of course, who ran against Flaherty 

[Thomas A. Flaherty]; there was Joe Russo [Joseph Russo] from the 
North End; there was Catherine Falvey, who had a commission in the  

women’s section of the Marine Corps; there was Mike Neville [Michael J. Neville], a  
prominent young, very likeable man from Cambridge, who was considered a shoo-in until we  
got going. I’d say that those names were the most prominent in the particular campaign.  
 
HYNES:  Who were some of the other people that were active in the campaign 

along with yourself, Bill?  
 
SUTTON:  Well you see in January the thing actually got going. My job was to 

stay in the Bellevue after 5 o’clock at night maybe until like 7, calling 
up people. And during the day I accompanied the President on various  

speaking engagements. I remember the New England Hardware Banquet at the Statler. He  
gave his first speech there 
 

[-3-] 
 



on the PT-109 incident, which was an extremely well-delivered speech for a newcomer. But, 
at that time, I knew he was captivating people with the story of his episode in the Pacific. 
That was his speech that day and at the end of the speech practically everybody in the hall, 
mostly a male attendance, came up and shook his hand. Even then, I heard that they wanted 
to do something for him, although he hadn’t announced for Congress, at that time.  
 
HYNES:   The rumor was around that he was going to be… 
 
SUTTON:  The rumor was around that he wanted to go to Congress and the 

enthusiasm from there started to generate or jell. I don’t which word 
you want to use, but he did practically, most of it by himself, I’d say.  

 
HYNES:  Well even in these early days the magnetic personality, the ability to 

electrify an audience, was pretty much present. The beginnings of it 
were?  

 
SUTTON:  Oh, yes, that was one of his greatest attributes, the trick, as we say in 

politics. Although he wasn’t a politician then to attract, and that was 
part of his success even in later years was the ability to attract people  

to him.  
 
HYNES:  You hear stories that the President in his early political campaigns, 

particularly this first one, found it difficult to meet people, found it 
difficult to walk into a group and be gregarious, as you mentioned. But  

apparently from what you say this isn’t quite so.  
 
SUTTIN:  No, no. I think that he had it. I think it was rubbed off onto him by, 

maybe his family. I know he was used to meeting many people while 
he was a younger fellow, when his father was ambassador. I don’t  

think that he was that timid actually. I think he had a lot of natural ability in meeting  
someone. I don’t think he was the greatest on remembering names. Nobody is, because that  
takes a lot of training. I think you have to live in a section of town to be able to call  
everybody by their first name, but he later got on to it, he got to know a lot of people. He got  
to know who they were and he knew who they were and he knew who wanted him and who  
didn’t, I think.  
 
HYNES:  What kind of campaign was it? Was it a knock-down, drag-em-out sort 

of thing? 
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SUTTON:  No I think it was done in six months. The primary was on June 18, 
1946. We started in January. It was pretty much of a blitz campaign. I 
remember one day he made thirty-four speeches, including a trip to the  

Navy Yard, to the docks in South Boston; to the Revere Sugary; he spoke over in East  



Boston to the White Star Line; he was even speaking to waitresses in the Ambassador  
restaurants which no longer exist. He was getting to be a pretty good campaigner.  
 
HYNE:  Now he was elected, or rather nominated, in the primary, and his 

opponent coming out of the primary, was who? Or was there one?  
 
SUTTON:  Yes, they had a Republican candidate. I think his name was Lester 

Bowen, I’m sure.  
 
HYNES:  It’s pretty much tantamount to election, winning the primary.  
 
SUTTON:  When you win the primary in this particular district all you have to do 

is get your plane reservation and make sure you’re in Washington.  
 
HYNES:   Did you go to Washington with the President, Bill?  
 
SUTTON:   Yes, I did. I didn’t go with him. Do you mean did I work in  
   Washington or in Boston? 
 
HYNES:   Yes.  
 
SUTTON:  Yes, I worked in his office which was located in the Old House Office 

Building, room 322. Across the corridor was Thruston Morton 
[Thruston B. Morton], at that time a Republican congressman; Charlie  

Deane [Charles B. Deane] from North Carolina. We had—Richard Nixon [Richard M.  
Nixon] was up in the other building; George Smathers [George A. Smathers] who was a  
young Congressman out of Dade County in Florida. William Jennings Bryan Dorn, who was  
against Maybank [Burnet R. Maybank] for the Senate out of North Carolina, he was there.  
He—it was a great Congress. I think the youngest that year was a fellow by the name of  
Sarbacher [George W. Sarbacher, Jr.], twenty-five years old. He only did one term. He was a  
Marine officer and I guess he went on his military record out of Philadelphia, but he was  
another great friend of the President’s, even though he was on the other side. And Joe Martin  
[Joseph William Martin, Jr.] that year was the Speaker. The Honorable John McCormack  
[John William McCormack] was the Minority Leader, and Charlie Halleck [Charles A.  
Halleck] of Indiana was then the Majority Leader. What impressed me mostly was Ted  
Reardon [Timothy J. Reardon, Jr.] and I headed for Boston on December 29, 1945, a very  
cold day.  
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We brought down some records. Drove from Boston and arrived at the Statler.  
 
HYNES:   This is in ’46? 
 



SUTTON:  Yes, this is in ’46, and we arrived at the Statler and got rooms there 
and we waited until the President came in from a vacation he had spent 
with his family in West Palm Beach. There were only two of us there  

when he came in that morning. It was January third. He walked into the Statler; his hair was  
tousled, he was completely tanned; black cashmere coat and a grey suit over his arm with, I  
guess they were brogue shoes and shoe trees. And I do remember very, very well. He saw me  
in the lobby and he said, “Billy, is Ted with you?” And I said, “He’s in having some coffee.”  
I had told him that morning that Congressman McCormack had kept calling the Statler for  
him and just as soon as he arrived to get up for a caucus meeting. And his humor had then  
come out to me. We always had a few laughs together, but this I think was a great sense of  
humor that he had, even though here he is beginning his freshman term as a congressman. I  
told him, I think it was Joe Feeney [Joseph Feeney] who kept making the calls. Joe was in  
Congressman McCormack’s office and at present is a judge in South Boston. He called the  
Statler several times and of course Jack hadn’t arrived from Florida and when he got there I  
said, “We should be in a hurry now, Jack, make it snappy. We’re going up. You have a  
caucus meeting. You’ve got two pretty good committees: Labor and Education, District of  
Columbia.” “Well,” he said, “I’d like a couple of eggs.” We went into the drugstore and he  
had two soft-boiled eggs and some tea. And I’m getting very impatient and I tell him, you  
know, “Let’s go,” and Teddy Reardon is saying, “Come on, we’ve got to get up.” I said, “Mr.  
McCormack is quite anxious that you get up there.” He said, “How long would you say Mr.  
McCormack was here?” and I said, “Well evidently, I think as far as I know, he’s been down  
here in Washington, at least twenty-six years.” And he’s eating his eggs, and he said to me,  
“Well I don’t think Mr. McCormack would mind waiting another ten minutes,” which I  
thought was pretty good, you know. So he broke it up and finally we did go up to the House  
and into the caucus meeting and then came back later and went to our office. It was on that  
day though that Agronsky [Martin Agronsky]—is that his name?  
 
HYNES:   I believe that’s right.  
 
SUTTON:   Martin Agronsky. 
 
HYNES:   Martin Agronsky, the commentator.  
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SUTTON:  Yes, he’s a Washington commentator. He got in touch with Ted and 
me, and Frank Morrissey [Frank X. Morrissey] was there when I think 
back. He came down from Boston, the Boston office, as a secretary.  

He invited us all down to the Press Club, which was located on Fourteenth Street. We went  
up there. And there was this fellow over in the corner, a young fellow, very dapper dressed,  
from California, and he seemed to be the star of the show. The President at that time was  
very—he was sort of taking things easy, and we pointed out that that was Richard Nixon and  
McCormack. And then Reardon and I…Teddy, I think as I remember now, brought Mr.  
Nixon over and introduced him to the President.  
 



HYNES:   This was the first time that they had met?  
 
SUTTON:  Yes, and I was in the room that day. Jack was all aglow, you know. He 

was the man who had defeated Jerry Voorhis [Jerry H. Voorhis], I 
think, which was just like either you or I or Benny here, defeating John  

McCormack in Boston. It was a big thing to do and he did it, and the President was quite  
elated over it, the surprise victory. It was quite a thing to do. And they both served on the  
same committee, Labor and Education. Richard Nixon then went on that Un-American  
Activities Committee and the President was assigned to the District of Columbia, which was  
only to carry out the needs of that district on financial problems et cetera. I think that’s what  
that was.  
 
HYNES:  How did he like his work in Congress, Bill? Did you stay in 

Washington with him for a while there?  
 
SUTTON:  Our first lady then—I lived at his house—was a Margaret Ambrose, 

his housekeeper, who had been with the family for years. I lived in his 
house in Georgetown and worked in his office.  

 
HYNES:   He had a place in Georgetown?  
 
SUTTON:   Yes on Thirty-First Street. He rented it. It was very nice when I went  
   down there. He assigned me a room on the top floor. I had my own  
   shower and bath. Many a day I sneaked into his shirts and wore it to 
the office, or his tie, or ties. Of course, I always got the best to eat while I was there, because 
he was very peculiar about what he ate. 
 
HYNES:   In what way, Bill? 
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SUTTON:  Well, I think that the President always liked lamb chops, and chicken, 
roast chicken and roast beef. He was, you know, a fellow that really 
liked good food. He always like good thing, I guess. That seemed to be  

one of his great attributes.  
 
HYNES:  Did he come back to the district quite a bit in his first term, visit the 

district? 
 
SUTTON:  Yes he did. He was always up here for the veterans. He was always 

called in by Jimmy Murphy [James Murphy] of the Post Office 
Department and Mr. Crowley [Patrick Crowley] who at that time was  

postmaster. He was always up here with their problems. The Navy Yard—Bill Cummings  
[William Cummings] worked over there. He was always calling the Congressman for  
particular help. He was always interested in the waterfront and the aid problems. He always  



came back once or twice a month, at least, and like the seventh of June he always came for  
the Saint Patrick’s Day Parade in South Boston. I think most of the return engagements were  
because of his demand as a speaker—Merrimack College, et cetera—he always went, you  
know. I remember one time he was supposed to be a speaker at the Eagles. I think it was in  
Philadelphia and he forgot all about it. It was two days later that he learned he forgot about it  
and he picked up the phone and apologized and they accepted the apology. He was extremely  
mad that we were lax that day, when he was supposed to be speaking. But anyway the Eagles  
are still flying, I guess.  
 
HYNES:   Did he make a maiden speech in Congress, Bill, that you remember?  
 
SUTTON:   Yes, that was on the dissenting opinion of the Taft-Hartley Law [Labor  
   Management Relations Act of 1947]. He did speak that particular day.  
   I remember, as he got to the floor, I had the speech and I had to….Oh, 
I landed up in the balcony with his speech, and he was on the floor, and Mr. Martin, the 
Speaker, recognized him, and he just didn’t have any speech at the time, so I had to run all 
the way down from the balcony. I never did get on the floor, because they won’t allow you. 
But I did give it to Joe Feeney who could get on the floor because he knew John 
McCormack. 
 
HYNES:   And you had the speech in your pocket?  
 
SUTTON:  Yes and he was pointing for me to bring it down. But anyway I told 

him that day that he reminded me so much of Jimmy Stewart [James 
M. Stewart] in “Mr. Smith Goes to Washington.” As a matter of fact  

he did remind me of him.  
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HYNES:  Is there anything else, going back to the campaign for a bit, Billy, that 
stands out in your mind as an interesting or humorous incident, that 
happened while he was campaigning for Congress?  

 
SUTTON:  Well, I think we had a lot of laughs. I remember one particular day he 

had some pink shirts and as he walked into the room I said, “No, 
please.” He said, “What’s the matter?” I said, “I don’t think with your  

atabrine complexion and a pink shirt—this is very poor technicolor.” So he… 
 
HYNES:   That was the style in those days.  
 
SUTTON:  Yes, but not—I don’t think they looked too good on him. And he 

looked at me and said, “Well you’re the dapper dandy, I suppose.” So 
he took it off, but the next day I had the shirt on and I rolled up the  

sleeves. And as I walked into the room he was writing a note and he looked up and said,  
“Well, I’m glad my clothes go with your complexion. As a matter of fact, I ought to give all  



of them to you.” And I believe there were four or five pink shirts that he gave me, and I  
wrote them until, you know—I had them for three or four years. You’ve seen them on me, I  
think, Jack, the pink shirts.  
 
HYNES:  It must have been a busy time this campaign, because the district is 

such a highly congested one. It was then the West End. Now, of 
course, as we know it’s gone. But we hear stories of walking up three  

flights, block after block talking with people and meeting people for the first time and that  
must have been a long campaign day for all of you.  
 
SUTTON:  Well the campaign actually began early in the morning. He—for a 

fellow who was supposed to be injured during the war, he really wore 
me out. He would start exactly about quarter past six and many nights  

I stayed at the Bellevue in the same room. I was kicked out a couple of nights for snoring, but  
I got another room there. And he’d start in very early in the morning. He would walk mostly  
from 8 o’clock until noontime and then in the afternoon we had George [George H. Taylor],  
the chauffeur. He was a great pal of the President’s and Walter Power was the other  
chauffeur. He was extremely valuable to the President in those days. He knew every section  
of the area. By about 7 o’clock, I imagine, he had it. He would lie down for about an hour, go  
out at night, back to more house parties, back to the big smile, back to the campaign, back to  
success, I guess.  
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HYNES:   Was there any standard routine or set of conversational principles that  
the President would use, greeting people for the first time, going on  
these block-by-block meetings? 
 

SUTTON:  Well of course if I were with him and he didn’t know the name of the 
fellow, he recognized his face. He always had a pretty good trick. It 
was, “I’m glad to see you,” and you know, “How’s it going?” he used  

to say. “How’s it going?” “Have you got any suggestions?” The most ordinary guy in the  
street was an integral part of his campaign. Everybody felt a part of it, even though they  
weren’t considered the—what do you call it, the esoteric group? Would that be a good word?  
But everybody that met him became a part of his campaign. I don’t mean other than the great  
professionals around the area. You know, they perhaps didn’t consider him a chance, but  
everybody that met him became an integral part of his campaign. They were most eager to  
help, to work—mostly girls, too, I think. He had quite a hand over them. I guess he was a  
woman’s champion then. They did a great job for him.  
 
HYNES:  You say most of the professionals in Boston didn’t give him much of a 

chance.  
 
SUTTON:   No.  
 



HYNES:   Why is that?  
 
SUTTON:   Well they figured that he was rich… 
 
HYNES:   He was young.  
 
SUTTON:  He was young and they figured that he wouldn’t catch on. But he made 

the campaign really. I don’t think I’ve ever worked with a more 
vigorous young man, and I’ve seen a lot of them, including the late  

Maurice Tobin [Maurice J. Tobin], who I thought was a great campaigner. I think that John  
Kennedy had him beat for getting to the last place even though quite tired. “Any place else  
do we have to go, Billy?” I’d say, “Well, do you want to go to….?” “Yes,” and he’d get in  
the car, drive several miles, get there and come back. Then perhaps there would be another  
telephone call that he would be most eager to get to. He always came back maybe a quarter  
of two in the morning—four and a half hours of sleep for six months. But he slipped in a  
little nap in the afternoon, of course, you know.  
 
HYNES:   Did his back show any signs of bothering him at that time, Billy?  
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SUTTON:   Yes, but he never admitted pain. I don’t think he ever did. Yes, it did.  
 
HYNES:  On these trips around town, around the district, who would accompany 

him most of the time, just yourself and Ted Reardon?  
 
SUTTON:  No, Ted was out in Somerville. He handled the Somerville area. Dave 

Powers [David F. Powers] was a part of it, Walter Power, Bob Morey 
[Robert F. Morey] and myself. In the North End we had Bill DeMarco  

[William DeMarco], Phil LaMonica [Philip LaMonica], and Gabriel Piemonte [Gabriel F.  
Piemonte] was in the campaign too. He got involved through the Christopher Columbus  
Foundation that the President was chairman of in 1945-46. 
 
HYNES:  And when you went to Washington you mentioned before, there was 

yourself and Ted Reardon waiting him when he first arrived in 
Washington as a fledgling congressman.  

 
SUTTON:   Yes. He was unnoticed when he came into the Statler—unnoticed man.  
 
HYNES:  You went back to Washington in November of 1963 and things were 

quite different.  
 
SUTTON:  Yes. I got a telephone call from Benny Jacobson whom I worked with 

at MDC [Metropolitan District Commission] and he said that—and I 
really wanted to go and I was quite concerned about accommodations.  



Actually, I didn’t have too much money, at the time, but I had the plane fare down. So he  
called me and said, “Don’t worry about anything. You should come down to Washington  
with me. I want you there.” So we took the plane on a Sunday afternoon and arrived in the  
Statler and saw Bob Morey, Peter Princi and we—Benny and I went through the Rotunda at a  
quarter of two in the morning, and I didn’t think we would ever reach it, but finally we made  
it. I had walked into the Old House Office Building at a quarter of two and I told the man I  
had worked for the President, during his early days in the Congress. And he said, “You did?”   
I said, “Yes, I did.” So he said, “What room was he in, in those days?” I said, “Room 322.”  
So he called a young man in uniform who was armed and they took Benny and I through the  
tunnel into the Rotunda. By the time I got there, I’d say it was twenty past two in the  
morning. But we were both pleased that we went. It was our mission to get down to pass,  
with the millions of others who wanted to be there.  
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HYNES:  Back in these days, Bill, the political boss so-called of Boston, back in 
1946, was James Michael Curley, mayor of Boston, at that time. How 
did Curley feel about the Kennedy campaign, and about John F.  

Kennedy?  
 
SUTTON:  Well, I think that Mr. Curley being the great politician he was, he 

knew that the President was the fellow for the job. As a matter of fact, 
a lot of people don’t know this. He had great admiration for the  

President. I can recall the day that he introduced him at Faneuil Hall. He was the one that  
introduced the President and he gave him a tremendous introduction, and the look in the  
former mayor’s eyes showed great admiration for him. I don’t think they were too friendly.  
Politically, I’m sure he had never been to Curley’s house and I’m sure that Mayor Curley had  
never been up to the Kennedys.  
 
HYNES:   Curley had not taken an active part in the campaign at all?  
 
SUTTON:   No.  
 
HYNES:  There’s something about Reader’s Digest pamphlets that took place in 

the ’46 campaign.  
 
SUTTON:   Oh, you mean the one on—the one that John Hersey wrote?  
 
HYNES:   Can you tell us about that?  
 
SUTTON:  Well that appeared in Reader’s Digest I think prior to the President 

going into the Congress fight. It was a tremendous story about his 
experience in PT-109, which I think is the nucleus of the story for the  

motion picture, et cetera. It was a tremendous story of his participation in the war at  
Kolobangara [Solomon Islands]. It was just a thing, you know, you would think was written  



out in Hollywood. Walter Cenerazzo got that and I must give the credit to him as far as I  
know. I think he did a great job in having it condensed and printed into a small leaflet. But  
the funny thing about that booklet was, that it was printed in Philadelphia, and was sent on to  
New Haven. And these thousands of copies were locked up in a train. We were meeting a  
deadline to get them into the mail into each and every home, particularly the veterans. And  
again when I said before that Walter Power was invaluable—he got into a car on a rainy  
morning and drove to New Haven and searched and checked out, as to where these booklets  
were. At 11 o’clock that night he came home with, I’d say, a big box of them and the rest, of  
course, he had shipped up to 18 Tremont Street. That’s where the original campaign  
headquarters were and the thing  
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was that we then had to get them out. And this was early in June and on June 18, the day 
after the holiday [Bunker Hill Day] we finally got them in the mail. But we owed that to 
Walter Power, and I think we owed the idea to Walter Cenerazzo. I think that he played a 
great part in that great story in getting the people to know the story of the life and war record 
of President Kennedy, and it was very effective.  
 
HYNES:  Billy, in 1946 of course, campaigning on television was out of the 

question. This was pre-TV. What campaign techniques were most 
predominant in 1946? 

 
SUTTON:   You mean radio or… 
 
HYNES:   Street corner rallies or radio broadcasts? 
 
SUTTON:  No, I’d say that it was a meet-the-people program, on the street, into 

the home, post offices, firehouses, tailor shops. Anywhere where 
anybody was he went. Then the house parties at night and then of  

course dances, et cetera, banquets, then VFW [Veterans of Foreign Wars] banquet, the  
Knights of Columbus—anywhere where people would gather you’d see Mr. Kennedy.  
 
HYNES:  Now the primary was June 18 and you mentioned June 17 is a 

celebration in Charlestown. There’s a parade.  
 
SUTTON:   That’s Bunker Hill Day.  
 
HYNES:   Yes.  
 
SUTTON:  I’m from Charlestown. That’s Bunker Hill Day. That’s how this 

country got started.  
 



HYNES:   Did the President march in the parade the day before the primary?  
 
SUTTON:   Yes. As a matter of fact, we were out late the night before. We went  
   over to the Stork Club in Charlestown. That was a great gathering  
   place for people, and the Hen Club. We left there at 2 o’clock and he 
was up at 7. He was over at the monument grounds, early in the morning, and went to several 
homes in the morning. Left his hat and coat at Tommy Doherty’s [Thomas Doherty] house 
on Bartlett Street. He works down here in the VA [Veterans Administration]. And we fell in 
line. There was Dave Powers, Jerry Reagan [Gerald Reagan], Eddie McLaughlin [Edward F. 
McLaughlin, Jr.] (former Lieutenant Governor). Of course, the Joseph P. Kennedy Jr., 
 

[-13-] 
 

VFW Post was established at that time and they turned out in white shirts, black ties, and no 
hats. I carried the banner with Frankie Dobie that year. And he finally made the route in a 
little bit, as we say, tired, punched-out. He went back to Bobby Lee’s [Robert L. Lee] home 
in Charlestown, sat down, had some cold tea. At 4 o’clock he was due at WHDH. Was that in 
effect then, Jack? 
 
HYNES:   Yes.  
 
SUTTON:  And that was his final speech on the radio. He went over there and 

made a speech at 6 o’clock. And of course we—I think we went to a 
movie that night, he and I and several other people. And the next day  

we went to the wire. It was a big race. I had worked on the polls over in Charlestown with  
Dave Powers. I don’t know who the President was with then. Somebody he wanted to be  
with, I guess. I knew he was an avid movie-goer, perhaps did two or three shows that day,  
awaiting the results.  
 
HYNES:  When did the results start coming in that would give you some 

indication that he was going to win it?  
 
SUTTON:  About a quarter past nine I knew his vote in Cambridge. We lost 

Charlestown by, I think, 209 votes to John Cotter. Of course he was a 
native son, local boy. But that was a victory for John Kennedy. That’s  

quite a trick to do. To come up and almost catch the favorite son. His Brighton vote was  
tremendous, twenty-two thousand votes over there. And the Italian wards were just  
outstanding, in the North End, and West End, and the South End.  
 
HYNES:  What was his reaction, Billy, when he knew that he had won the 

congressional seat?  
 
SUTTON:  Well, that night I stayed over at the headquarters in Charlestown with 

Dave Powers. He came by in a car with Frank Morrissey and he called 
for me and he said, “Billy, get in. I want you to come back to the  



hotel.” We went back there and of course it was the center of much gaiety and laughter. He  
didn’t seem to—this was nothing big. I think his confidence was the day he announced and  
he just said, “I’m going down to the Cape tomorrow. I want you to take some rest.” He said,  
“I’ll keep in touch with you.” He left for Cape Code to go sailing, and stayed down there  
most of the summer I think.  
 
HYNES:  Billy, in these early days did the thought ever occur to you that John F. 

Kennedy might some day be president?  
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SUTTON:  No, I don’t think any more than Richard Nixon would ever have been 
Vice President. I really must say that that is quite a thing to predict. 
Although I can remember his grandfather the day after the primary, the  

late John F. Fitzgerald [John Francis Fitzgerald]. I think everybody knows his grandfather,  
who was a man who just covered all the Kennedy, loved all his grandchildren. We were in  
the Bellevue. I don’t know whether Benny—were you there that morning with this George  
Leary and George Karas?  
 
JACOBSON:   Yes, I was.  
 
SUTTON:  And he was elated over his grandson now being the congressman. He 

said, “Well, there it is, another Fitzgerald. And let me say something, 
my grandson, Jack, will be the first Catholic President in America.”  

And, of course, I looked at him and I said, “Well, that’s a pretty big prediction, Mr. Mayor.”  
“Oh,” he said, “It’s not a prediction, it’s true.” So when they tell you that everybody said that  
they knew he was going to be president, I think the only one that knew was John F.  
Fitzgerald. Of course, I didn’t believe him, because we weren’t even on the road down to  
Washington. But he made that prediction and everybody until this day talks about it. I was  
there the day his grandfather said that. Of course he never lived to see it, but I’m sure that he  
was the other delegate looking down while he was being nominated.  
 
HYNES:  Did he himself, the President, ever indicate in any way that this was 

what he was going to aim for, that he was some day going to run for 
the presidency?  

 
SUTTON:   Well, of course, the thing was—I don’t know later—but I think that he  
   had his eye set on that Senate seat when Henry Cabot Lodge had it.  
   And I always thought—as a matter of fact I told him one day in the 
office that he could beat him. Maybe I was a little bit, you know, daffy, but however he did. 
 
HYNES:   What did he think of the idea when you suggested it?  
 



SUTTON:  Well he never—he said, “It’s a great job. It’s much easier than the 
House. The House has a longer day and it’s harder to become famous 
in the House. I don’t think—the only one who becomes famous in the  

House is the Speaker.” He always wanted to be senator. He had his eye set on that, I’m sure,  
because Teddy Reardon and I and he used to say you know, “We’ll be chasing Mr. Lodge  
down the back alleyway some afternoon or some night for that seat.” And he got it. He beat  
him.  
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HYNES:   And that of course was 1952. 
 
SUTTON:  Yes, 1952. But we used to give him this in 1948-49. I think he looked 

like a senator then more than other people.  
 
HYNES:  Does anything else come to mind, Billy, in the campaign days or the 

early days in Washington in 1946?  
 
SUTTON:  You mean when I’m in the office. Well, of course, the fellow had a 

tremendous sense of humor. He used to have me making these 
telephone calls to Vito Marcantonio [Vito Anthony Marcantonio] and  

Justin Cassini, talking in Italian dialect. After a long day on the floor of the House he’d come  
back and say, “Let’s call Vito up” and you know… 
 
HYNES:   Vito was a congressman from New York.  
 
SUTTON:  From New York, yes, and he was friendly with Congressman Kennedy 

then. Of course, I used to get on and give him a little dash. But he 
thought this was tremendous. As a matter of fact he was quite a  

jokester himself. He always would have you do something to make people laugh. His sense  
of humor, I think, was equally as good as his wisdom. I think without humor you don’t have  
wisdom, and I think he had both. 
 
HYNES:  When he was in Congress, Billy, he didn’t, apparently from what you 

say, feel that he was going to stay there for any great length of time. 
Did he have aspirations even to run for mayor of Boston or governor  

of Massachusetts? 
 
SUTTON:  No. He may have had aspirations, but I think the thing that sent him to 

the Senate was George Smathers and Richard Nixon. You see they 
were in the House with him. I mentioned earlier a fellow by the name  

of William Jennings Bryan Dorn. He ran against Maybank, but was defeated. But Smathers  
had beaten Claude Pepper [Claude Denson Pepper] and Richard Nixon had defeated Helen  
Gahagan Douglas. And I think that the President wanted to go to the Senate and he went. He  
followed Smathers and Richard Nixon.  



 
HYNES:   And Smathers, of course, is the senator from Florida.  
 
SUTTON:   From Florida, yes. He defeated old Claude Pepper.  
 
HYNES:  So this gave him the idea that the young group of congressmen who 

went in with him in ’46 were moving up.  
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SUTTON:  Yes. He inspired, I think, George Smathers to make a, you know, try 
for that seat. I remember up in the House Office Building one day. I 
knew George. I still know him very well, and the conversation  

gathered around this particular fight with Pepper. Jack said, the President said—sometimes I  
say, “Jack,” because that’s the way I knew him and I don’t think it’s too bad to say, “Jack,”  
once and a while. He was a great inspiration to George Smathers. I think that he gave him  
some help, you know, in all kinds of ways.  
 
HYNES:  The President was, in his early days, before he started campaigning, 

interested in journalism. He corresponded for the International News 
Service for a time. Did he ever indicate to you that he wasn’t sure that  

he shouldn’t have stayed in journalism rather than in politics?  
 

SUTTON:  Well, I think that he mentioned that if he wasn’t in politics he would 
have been—would have liked to be a great newspaperman. In 1945 he 
covered the 1945 San Francisco Peace Conference down there for, I  

think, the Hearst syndicate. Then, after the San Francisco Peace Conference, of course the  
United Nations was established and he had a great knowledge of that. As a matter of fact, he  
had a great knowledge of government, even though perhaps not many people knew that.  
 
HYNES:   In what way, Billy? He did a lot of reading?  
 
SUTTON:   Yes, he was an avid reader. I know that in his home in Georgetown he  
   read a complete set of The Age of Jackson. I think it was by  
   Schlesinger [Arthur M. Schlesinger, Jr.]. He stayed up and read till the 
early hours of morning, book after book after book. He was a great admirer of Winston 
Churchill and the late Douglas MacArthur. Douglas MacArthur sent him a letter and the 
letter was in his congressional office. He had great admiration for that general, great, you 
know. 
 
HYNES:  What were his feelings toward previous presidents, toward Franklin D. 

Roosevelt, for instance?  
 



SUTTON:  I never talked to him much about Franklin Roosevelt. I think Harry 
Truman’s win was a great surprise to all of us, including Truman, I 
think, you know. I always thought Dewey [Thomas E. Dewey] would  

beat him. I don’t know that Jack felt that, but he was delighted when Truman won. We were  
down in Washington at the time, in ’48.  
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HYNES:  Billy, working for the President both in the campaign and when he was 
in Congress, what are your recollections about that? Was he a tough 
boss? Was he a fellow who kept a lengthy schedule and kept you  

moving pretty much?  
 

SUTTON:  Well I wouldn’t call him tough. I’d say that he wanted things done. He 
was very particular about people in his district and answering the mail. 
He didn’t want anything to stay on your desk. If some poor soul or  

constituent needed help and he gave the assignment to you, you were liable to be riding home  
in the car and he’d say, “Well what about John White? What did you do for him?” And if you  
said, “Well, I was going to do that tomorrow,” he’d almost tell you, you know, to get out of  
the car and go back to the office and do it now. He never wanted you to put things off. He  
was understanding and very kind. He was a perfectionist. He was a man that wanted things  
done. He didn’t want any talk about what you did. As long as you did it right, you know, you  
were there. And he was the same way. He made quick judgments. Sometimes they were  
right, sometimes they were wrong. I disagreed a few times on things and if I was right, he  
would always call you in the office and say, “Well, you know, you’re two points ahead of me  
on one point.” He wasn’t too tough to work for. I enjoyed most of the long hours. If Congress  
began at noontime at the ring of the bell and the mail was there at half past nine at night you  
stayed until they were signed. You put the mail together and brought it into the post office.  
And as I said, he was a perfectionist then. He really wanted you to do your job, and if you  
didn’t do it, then you were in trouble, I’d say.  
 
HYNES:   Did many people from the district visit him in Washington?  
 
SUTTON:  Oh, sure we had loads of people. Daily they’d come down. I think the 

best group that used to come down was the Brighton Women’s Club. 
They’d keep coming all the time. We had Adlai Stevenson [Adlai E.  

Stevenson] to visit, Whizzer White [Byron R. White], the Supreme Court judge. I remember  
one day he dropped in looking for the Congressman. I recognized him, because of his  
football career. He said, “My name is Byron White,” and I thought that was a peculiar name,  
off the record. I said, “You must be the great Whizzer out of Colorado,” and the  
Congressman hollered out, “Whizzer, come on in. Another time I recall General Arthur  
Trudeau [Arthur G. Trudeau]. When I was in the Army, he was my colonel and kind of a  
tough guy. One day he had to come up to see the Congressman and I said, “You look like a  
fellow I served with.” He said, “I’m Arthur Trudeau.” I said, “I’m Sergeant Sutton. I was in  
the Amphibian Command 
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with you.” So I hollered in to Jack and said, “Is it all right to let him in? He’s my old Army 
boss.” He’s still in the Army, I guess. Arthur Trudeau, you’ve heard of him?  
 
HYNES:   Billy, when was the last time you talked with the President?  
 
SUTTON:   It was at the Armory, October 19. I was lucky. Ann Crehan [Ann  
   (McDermott) Crehan] gave me a table of tickets at 5 o’clock. And I  
   invited my sisters over to the Armory…..Frannie McGhee [Francis 
McGhee] from Marshfield…gave Phil LaMonica a couple of tickets. He had been a friend of 
mine over the years; and some little fellow, a BU [Boston University] student by the name of 
Jerry Greene [Gerald Greene], who was an avid fan of the President at the time. He was 
coming from one end of the Armory to the other and he recognized my sister, Barbara. He 
said, “Barbara Sutton [Barbara Sutton (sister)], how are you, and Dorothy?” And they were 
delighted that the President of the United States stopped. And he said, “How’s Billy? Where 
is he?” I was in the back with my wife Marcia [Marcia Sutton] and he came over and said, 
“God, how are you? You look like a million dollars.” I told him he did too, kidding you 
know, and I introduced Marcia to him and he said, “God, you are attractive. How do you like 
being married to Billy?” Of course, I think I’ve completely changed or rehabilitated. I used to 
be a pretty good sport with the bills, et cetera, and a few drinks. But since then, you know, I 
think I should have perhaps gone away to be a minister or a priest. But he stopped and he 
asked me. And he said, “What are you doing now Billy, where do you work?” Of course, I 
had told him that three years ago things were not going too good and Benny Jacobson had 
taken me by the hand. And Commissioner Murphy [Robert F. Murphy] had given me a job, 
which I have and like. He said, “Well, I’m glad that you’re happy. Your wife is charming,” 
and he said, “You say hello to your mother for me.” And this took a matter of three or four 
minutes. All the crowd was silent. As he walked away the last time I saw him was when he 
reached over the crowd of people and said, “Billy, I’ll tell Ted that you and I had a great chat. 
I’m glad to see you, Marcia,” and “Bye Barbara.” And then he went up to the platform and I 
went back to my table. And I never saw him again. 
 
HYNES:  And a little more than a month later you were in Washington at the 

Rotunda.  
 
SUTTON:  Yes, but that was the last time, you know—alive. That’s the great 

memory that I have that we talked. You know you don’t talk to a 
President every day. You have to make appointments.  
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HYNES:  It must have struck you that back in 1946 when you worked so closely 

with him in the campaign and in the halls of Congress that here’s a 
man that you were with eighteen hours a day that’s now the President  



of the United States. This must have struck you from time to time as being a pretty wonderful  
thing.  

 
SUTTON:  Oh yes. I always thought of it, I think. I perhaps have thought of it 

more than—not than anybody, but as much as anybody—his rapid rise 
to fame. Of course he had the equipment; he had the brains and the  

courage to handle the job. And I never missed a TV show while he was in. I’d go home and  
turn on that news conference. I always remembered May Craig [Elisabeth May Craig]  
aggravating people.  
 
HYNES:   Was she in Washington when he was a congressman?  
 
SUTTON:  Oh, sure, she was there. May used to wear the blue hat and the blue 

dress. Looked the same. I thought Jack got much better looking as the 
years went on. He was sort of a thin, gaunt fellow in ’46. In ’64 I  

thought he became a very distinguished looking, you know, Bostonian. But what I’ll always  
remember is the telegram he sent to my little girl Barbara [Barbara Sutton (daughter)], who  
was three years old May 29. He sent her a wire. I don’t have it with me, but I’ll remember it  
always. As a matter of fact, I’ll always remember his birthday, because it is her birthday, or  
I’ll always remember her birthday because it is his birthday. The wire said, “Congratulations  
to you on our birthdays. Signed: President John F. Kennedy.” So that will be a great memory,  
that telegram which I have, and which we will have framed. She’ll be able to say, “Well, you  
know, my father knew Jack Kennedy.” 
 
HYNES:   And you knew him right from the beginning.  
 
SUTTON:   Right.  
 

[END OF INTERVIEW] 
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