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Oral History Interview
with
1

HRBERT TUCKER

March 9, 1967
Boston, Massachusetts

by John Stewart

For the John F. Kennedy Library

STEWART : Mr. Tucker, when did you first meet John
Kennedy?

TUCKER: I first met John Kennedy when I wés the
chairman of the exécutive committee of the
Boston branch of the NAACP [National Associ-
‘ation for the Advancement of Colored People]
back in 1948. At the same time I was also
working my way up in my college fraternity,
and at that time I was the regional director
of the fraternity in a sense, and from both

of those organizations wd formed a relationsh;gEB(D



STEWART s

TUCKER:

g?tually I had taken a personal liking to the
man as an individual at that time and knew

that from my connection with these two organi-
zations I could give him a platforq? /Férst of
all because up to that time he had had little
or no contact with the Negro constituency.

His district which he represented as a Congress-
man brobably had less thah o;u per%ent Negro
voth?nd he had nobody to whonhe could turn.
And I think he also took this as an opportunity,
not only tc establigsh what I thought was a

very fine relationship, but to give him Q

~5

platform to speak on integé;roup relations

as he wanted to do.

You knew him then in 1948;)I assume he,of cgourse,
was thinking at that time of a staté%}ide
campaign either for governor or senator.

Well, I would assume so, knowing the individual
as I thought I did, and he planned far ahead.

If you remember, he ran for Congress twice,

I believe it was, and thenZZ:} United States



STEWART:

TUCKER1

BTEWART ¢

TUCKERS

(
Senator in 1952. 8o it wasﬁgzgﬂing that period

A ﬁ«+?f
that he probably was werking toward a state-~
wide office.
How would you assess his interest at that time
in the whole problem of civil rights and inter-
group relations?
I felt that he had a moral conviction withing
himself. I didn't think that he was making,
if I may use the vernacular}Folitical hay out
of the situation . I think that he felt
morally that the minority had been démied
opporthnity, and he wanted to learn something
more about the denial of this opportunity,
become acquainted with individuals so that he
could assess for himaelg\using his favoritg
term *so he could maksla judgment",
What contactsdid you have, {f any, with him
in ehe 1952 eampaign?
Wellb in 1953Zh0 asked me and one
Elwood McKennedy, who is now a judge heac in

the city of Boston, to draft a paper for him



for use in the 1952 campaign dealing with min-
ority problems, That was my first political
contagt., Prior to that time it was just
through these organizations. In fact, as an
aside, he Stiliéﬂx den't know whether it‘'s

U
he or his estat71owes me two dollars, Ilaugha]
He took a membership in the uhacakandﬁps was
his custe he never carried much money with
him, and he didn‘t have tw dollars. So,
"Herb, would you pay the two dollars for me,

'I‘ll give it to you some:time." And I

have yet to see the two dollars,

STEWART 3 In that 1952 campaign were there any significant
differences from a uagréf point jof view
between (Henyy Cabot)] Lodge and Kennedy? _

TUCKER¢ Well, you've got to, I thtnk;%§§§;;>look at 1&417ALA/wJ
from a political point of viuyg\ *pat "‘§3F°°t
of the people in Boston actually were, even
theu@g they were of the mgréq minority
had always leaned toward the Republican Party.

It was a gentimental gesture in so far as Henry

s



STEWART:

TUCKER12

Ccabot Lodge was c¢oncerned, and hege was a
new comer about whom few people knew anythingn.

,\_)
and it was a matter of, actually I think,

distrust at first. In fact, I foundAthia
so~called dintrust grew to enormous proportions
in later years as I worked with him. We can
go into that later, if you wish.

That's %ntereating. this distrust at this early
date/\ wfi Dwaa that based on? Generally his
impresssion &s the son of a rich man and so
forth?

Mainly because he had had no contact, had made
no effort te have any contact with Negro;;gs
and seemed to be impervious to the problems.
I'm not sure that it was because he had a
certain amount of wealth, Hg;;:d no contact.

I mean,
/ﬂ& came im here practically to run for office

as a student, He had bnu;;ggi:;£;§;;>living

all over the world, going to school with his

fathexcfnd 80 forth. And so his contact was

n_n.so I think the distrust was based



STEWART s

TUCKERs

STEWART:
TUCKER3

upon takéng the known, as I might put it, against
the unknown., And there were juat a few of us
who hadZé%E%éii)faith in him as an individual
and could see through this sort of thing, that
that we
once he became familiar with the probleq%ffére
sure that something coudd be done about it.
Did he campaign to any great extent in the
predominantly Negro wards of Boston?
Be didn't have to. That's what I'm saying.
His aonst‘tuency had no . . .
I mean as a Senator, I'm sorxy.
Oh, as a Senator. In 1952 he did campaign
extensively in the Negdr) areas because I
accompanied him many times as he went there,
I don't know how familiar you are with Boston,
but it's giﬁg} somewhat now, but in 1952 the
Negro population of Boston was relatively
small. Even now the voting population is only
%p@%‘nt of the @ti:e@nau. o I
would s:? in '5;2%§1naa the population grew<3/
in thatéwm it was veryuq@l.v 8o it was



a very small factor, And that's another
important facto )Atco, because

the Negro, as such, as a block could have no
affect one way or the rgg:her, even as to con-
trolling whom would be/g or carrying the ba]ci:ance.
It was ;;al%y a negligible factor in any campaigny
So I sa'yA 1;; actively campaigning there was
another feeling of sincerity on my parpSiLso -
far as he was concerned,:?f really fei/ling this
problem and wanting to do something about it
with no previous knowledge. |
STEWART: What contact did you have with him betweeén

1952 and 19587

TUCKER$ Well, I was a membex had to introduce
' »
him a couple of times at two or three affairs/\

\ne of which I remember he was coming from
Worecester, and /l/t was in the winte::time_. and
they had a stoye was delayed for forty-
five minutes, and I had to spend forty-five
minutes thinking of_ introductory remarks @

_£inally somebody tapped me on the shoulder and



gaid, "He's here, he's here." But aside
- from those oceasionsA was instrumental in

getting the Foundation, the Kennedy Foundation,

through him to make a sixzeable contrlbutlon f
’/ééfﬁg the Freedom House, Incnghich ﬁ%@ha civie

¢enter here in Boston, and take a very deep 1

interest in it. I was a member of his finance

committee in both campaignégl/ﬁnd was called upon

many times to render vari@us saffiees. I can't

N

—_—

o e R o

think now. . thelephone call. resumes] X

forget what I was talking about,

STEWART: You were talking about the extent of your

TUCKER®

contacts with him in the interim of the canm-
paigns.

Oh, and then on many times he would call me

to see if I could ascertain the feeling in the
community about various problems with which he
might have been faced., I know on one occasion
particularly we had quite a.squa%?e here in
the state Democratic committee: the [John W.]

MaCormack forces versus the Kennedy forces.



Eyere was one vote splitting them and he
didn;t know this individual who was a member
of the state committee, and he thought that
I might have some influence with her, and he
called me to see if I could persuade her to
vote the Kennedy way. And as it turned out
she did becmuse of me more than because of
him, because she was also one of the distrusting
things, but the vote turned out fourteen to
thirtaeﬁggnd he was successful. 8o I think
he was grateful for thaﬁﬁflse. But there were
iéémerable times that he would call and ask
ne jto come over to 122 and sit down and talk
with him generally about the problems, partic-
ularly tﬁgrﬁ;oblems that involved the Negro
minority.

STEWART: Did you sge ang/discernible change in his
attitude ogﬁi&#reness.of probléma of the
significance ef/gig Negro people generally
politically during this perio&?

TUCKER3 No. No, that didn't begin to show in any



O

discernible fashioné;or any marked discernible
faghion until probably '56, '57, somewhere in
there. He was very cautious about it. Yet

as you probably can recall that in those times
of '51 and 'S%queh more so than it is nOW/tg
most liberals were very cautious as to how far
they were going to take a stand on some of

these prcblemaqfnd he followed into that

pattern. He was always concerned about the
results of any action that he tock. I canéés'
recall in 1959 when he called me to Waahington/kr
and he sat in that rocking chair of hiq¢§nd he:
wondered then. If you remembegg[Lyndon B.]
Johnsen’had just been successful in getting//
théZ;mi just, but the year or so beforq@/? f:he
1957 civil Rights Bill throughﬁend he wanted

to know how I felt on its impact on the Negro
population of the country. He must have been
thinking about something. I'm sure he was,

of gourse, but he was thinking of the results
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of this, how it was going to affect, and what
steps he ought to take.

STEWART: Were you consulted at all on the stand he would
take on the 1957 Civil Rights Bill?

TUCKERS Well, that's when we, I suppose you would say,
I was gritical, that's when I was very critical
because at that time I was president of the
Boston branch anqgg;/capacity as president we
had to eriticize him’gor the stand that he
did take in 195%;;{1'm not sure of the Title
noqf\z think it was Title IV that, I'm not

aurqg either Tiﬁle IIX or Title IYj I'm not
o>
sure which‘f”T”?> T

N

STEWART ¢ I think IIX was something else,

TUCKER: %) for the stand that he took on that@é

b 2s a result of that/\be sent [‘rheodot% Ted
Smrensﬂn up here to talk with meﬂ arranged
a meeting so Tedkg{:pf course, there's a difference.
§2Wf$b&m!j I still felt the way I did about him as an
individual, but being head of the organizatien

any criticism had to come as president of the



STEWART ¢

TUCKER §

~12-

organization. 5o I arranged a forum for Ted
Sorenson to come here and try to explain his
position., And as %Jrocall without going into
W
too much detail most of the people were satisfied
~h Bt

with the way he explained Lt.ﬁ\x should say
cautiously satisfied, because,as I fgund out

S

laterp\we were still having problems trying to

2
conf¥ince the entire population of the ¢ountry

as we went around the eountfy that this man
meani/yhat he said and pintcndnd to do something
about' At o O - o

Do you recall the sﬁbstancag Oﬁnmain thrust of
the explanation? Was it pasi7éy because of the
advice fhe had gotten from the people at Harvard
Law School and other people? Was it based on
these Constitutional grounds?

It wagp)and now that you bring it to my attention,
/y% did seek the advice of eortiin member@ 05 the
faculty out there whose names slip me no@@ I
know the maﬁbettnharwould have talked with, and

I'm not sure at that time whether he talked with



TUCKER ¢

STEWART 3

TUCKER 3
STEWART 3
TUCKER §

Mark Howggjor Arthur Sutherland, or Dean [Erwi;FL)
Griswold, whom he mmmi used to) many times to talk
with, but I do recall saying hWwo they felt about
the Constitutional questions involved and that
his opinion was ?W¢dﬁxﬁ by their opinion.
Then you personally were quite satisfiel with
his explanations and his . . .

Well, because I had such féaraonal admiration
for the individua%ﬁj suppoaqﬁgnlike the other
people who hadn't had the opportunity to see

him and under the circumstances that I had

seen higﬁg puppose.,

wﬁi Belford Lgﬁgon actively advising him at

this time?

No.

He wasn't?

No, I don't think Belford came into the

pleture until early 1958 or maxk late ‘S7 when
he ran for Senator the second time and wuvdllégj
knew that at that time he was actually running
for the gguiidoney-éf the ﬂhi%éd States. Well,

—



STEWART 3

TUCKER:

EWART ¢

TUCKER s

L de

7 /{(1‘/\/}”/ =

I think that's when Balford(@g§::§}X7fame into
the picture. In fact, he bowed ougﬂas far as
..... Tha

I know. His wife took over most of h%%mduties

that he would have been. . . . It was Marjoriczd “'"1*

. db i
and I wgg worked very closelé;ih;t Qhole yeayr
of 195§$)and then again dnring the peasidential
campaign. Saw very little/’)hény of Belford.
WQll. thenﬂguring the 1958 senatorial campaign
thun b 4 aaauma you were an active member of the
campaign.

Yes. I had the title bffgé/ Associate Direetat
of the Civil Rights section of the anmpaig;%b
7#%9 you successful in getting through to
people why he had voted as he did on the *57

®
civil Rights Bil1? ¥

Well, if I were to naywbaeed upon t?:ﬂizfult-
of the election in the urban areas whewd the
Negro vnea'aeunéiiifor something,; I would say
that we got our message across., I was sort of
a trouble lh@dﬁer in that campaign in that I

haéﬁgbﬁ.éaaraéf specific duties, but my main



STEWART ¢
TUCKER

-15=

job was to move about in any area that I Q:ﬂrjﬂwhf?wﬁﬁ
there was a prdblmm:ggﬁg%&ﬁcisiem WAS My own -
and I was based in Washington four days a week
and here three days, and I'd just take off
ghenever I thought there was a problem to talk
with a group, In fact, as I recall how I got
involved in this thing. the state Democratic
committee of Michigan was having its convention
in Grand Eapidﬂgﬁnd I got a c¢all from Ted
soxenﬁﬁn, say this afternoon, asking me how
‘zuickly I could get out to qﬁgﬁd Rapids.
Naturally, I was curious as to why X had gotten
this call out of the clear blue sky, and as
it turned out I was to be exhibit number one-~-
"?yin is & Negro who has faith in Rennedy and ahonld@ég
;a able to sway the rest of gﬁ§52£:§}Lﬂw//
When was this now?
This was in, ket's see, 19604 this wuld be
the year of the camynig§§>/23 April of the,g;aAzfja&“
campaign, prior to the Convention. That would

4

be 1960 wouldn't it? 8o 1

X



(vt

STEWART':

TUCKER ¢

, /"April of 1960. This is going beyond, of course’

w16~

A

if I'm carrying you too fast, you bring me
back.

No, that's all right.

But as I say I found out that actually I was
to be exibit am:—{_iwm is a Negro who has
known Mr. Kennedy zo; & number of years

and can tol{you Just what type of individual
he was, And I can see now, as I ldok back, why
that ‘wns/se) 1mperta»§: because as I looked

aroun% probably unlike many of the Democratic

~

state committees in the entire nation}nbout

O‘» per cent of the felegates were Eegroﬁ;!
and that was a very important convention. 'Go
mit there and have something to say about the
individual and make m/%lﬁﬁ was represented D ”
partieularly, I think [Stuart] Symington was
:'unninq at that time and, of course, Johnson,
and there were some there who were interested

in Johnson.



w17

.

— STEWARTs  How auccessful genarally?gg;gi]ware you at that
convention?

TUCKER s 'Following that eonventioq4gfter I made my
report and uh&tédsghat I had though§r§¢;ad

-—

madesome inroads butithay they weren't defin-

itive enough, & group of these paople'igg) i 8
invited to Washington, if you remember, you
may or may not, A gmaupjﬂ- t;ay sent ~(lce ool s
out there for a group of these people whom

......

with him. —

STEWART3 Did they have a breakfast maétingf;igg at his
‘house? |

TUCKER:  I'm not sure where. I think it was at his
house. I didn't go to that meeting myself,
I didn't know asbout it until after it had
‘hﬁppened. I Just @ama‘hack and made my réporttk,
and then I heard some time later that these

» people had come.

| STEWART » aaiﬁg baekiéf.wu could than£§o 1958 during that

campaign was it gemerally recognized that
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db
_ Kennedy i to get }5 sizeahle support from the
Negro community in order to convince people
throughout the country that he did have the
support at home?
TUCKER:  Yes. And in order to do that, to make sure M‘ﬂv
that he got at least his message acfosa to
the Negro popilgtion or to a great segment
of it, we formed an organization called the
Massachusetts Citizens Committee on Minority
Right:sé and sponsored a testimonial diﬂﬂfzer
for him, expressly for the pufposa again of
A
giving him a fonmi,g\/@ hoPingA the audience

Y

would be@per aent Eegr% e pimted

all out efforts in that vein, And we had

about six or seven hundred representatives

Negroes at this meeting. Now it could have

been that it was pérsfonal pride in a Massa-

chusetts so%er it could havé been that we
/Z 1) finally convinced them that this wa

= do

the type of mﬁbmaus mlihtlo problem

in Massachusetts after that meeting.
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TUCKER:
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waségégg;fgi)mr. [Roy ] Wilkins generally

receptive by now?

No.

Not at all?

No, You're talking about Roy Wilkins of the
NAACP?

Yes.

2 lan't make fo1
Eb.g(§§§>2f he wasphe didn't make it publicly
known, I'll put it that way. Maybe it was
because of his being head of the MAACP and
not wanting to be involved in politics, but
I know Roy well enocughf) for him to take me
off in the car and tell me how he.felt. i
he had any feelings; without involving the
organization. But éi:; the many cppertunitiei:ﬁlﬁf“
g / A d Ater
he had,, and knowing what I /1engaq¢d in,
he never did make my-mcﬁ suggestion (-~ 5

_ support. f&nd I was quite surprised
to know that he was one of the first ones to

go down there when he was finally elected.
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/

// T _\_.\\
STEWART s 'Z?;;Hxlg/uoving on then, as the presidential

TUCKER 3

STEWART ¢

campaign picked up in late 1959, early 1960,5;
were you generally satisfied withg! the type

A?\f’ﬁ

of advice that Kennedy was gabltmy on the

p p
approach to<§:§>7évil rights prdbleﬂ?
\

Yes, yee, He had == you mean by best advice

( {-D
you're thinking of individuals, the makeau?p
A_
of the committea?7 I think tht Harris

Vol _
Wadford probably gave him the most vital

plece of good advice during the campaign
when he had him call Martin Luther Kéng.
Well, I was referring to the three caﬁpaign
periods, During the primnrieﬁéfor example:34
and a few months before that.

Well, if I were to put it that way-J thint
ig;ind I don’'t say this immodestly, but I
think it wis pretty narrow prior to that time.
I think, again I say, that I was exhibit
nuﬁbir‘ongggand whatever advice I tried to
give him, I think that's how he moved., I

don't know mybody else who was adviaing=JL4w
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at that time except maybe the Lawsons. And

I think that they volunteered their serviceq,x/

—_—

N St et
more or lesaAthanZggggiég%sought é;t by him
D

originally. Oh, and I should mention another
name}\}rrank keevaa._ I don't know whether you've
talked with him. Pr%i at the time was a
national committeeman from the District of
Columbia. Bu?ian far aqgf know there were
just the three of us who were trying to steer
him in this f§course, the proper course.
STEWARTs Do you recall ang significant examples
of‘thing;€§§§§>you were advising him fjto do
that he or members of his staff were opposing?
Here agi;n during the pre<Convention period?
m:“‘%ns, one. During the Convention in Los
Angeles we had been trying to actively par-
ticipate on the national level in so far as

(‘5\ ti.ghu of minorities were concerned.

And I an rmu very vividly my second meeting
4A/

vuhhsebby {to’mady w- were looking at th%-—-
what jdo you call 11:(@ closed television
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in the hotel?

Yes,

And President Johnson was down in the preas .
o< g att, swmemily [ 2]
You were mentioning an incident at the
Convention,

Yes. We picked up and were looking at a
televisioiggnd there was President Johnson
down in the press room expounding on civil
righté; and expressing the general notion

_L,-
that everybody ought bo-be given equal

=
£

opportunitgé>and if he were given the chance
el =
what he was going to dqé,and so forth,, and

80 on. to this point John Kennedy had

.
| /{géé%%nothing about civil rights in his

attempting to get the votes at the Convention.
So Prank Reeves, Harris Wofford and I drafted
a document as fast as we eoul&i and ran up to
the fourteenth floor to see if we could see
John Kennedy and tell him that we think it

was about time that if this man from Texas
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can say anything, I think it's about time that
you ought to say something. And we drafted what
we thought was a pretty good document, and, of
[Pomert Fo finninine]
course, we had to go through Bobbgéﬁfég, I'l1
never forget his words, He looked at it, and
he says, "I'm busy as hell, What do you think
ve're running a campniQn for? Negroes alone?"
And that was it. Now later on that was given
to hiﬁgand he, of course, put it in his own
words and did make a statement before the
nomination, Maybe we just got the younger
Kennedy at a bad time, But I do rgmeMber
that., Now whethe%ég;;i;}\gf meaqsfghat he
was too busy at that particé;;;wgﬁmengé;or
there were other f&ctoré%i}#hoy were stillA//
trying to get votas)" 76 recognized tha%//oé
whether that was his £eelin;Z)or what,
Certainly it wasn't shown later, particularly
with Bobby. I mean, he was much more out-
spoken on this than John ever was. But that

wi%i;éou say, "Did anybody disagree?ié?éhat
2 =
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was the first time and only time that anybody
turned down any suggestion made by the section.
Do you recall any significant voicing of
opinion by civil rights people that Kennedy
had courted favor with the Southern people

to get votes at the Convcntim% or to get
second 'banét votes at the Convention?

Yes, this “ﬁv at the NAACP convention in

st. Pau;zh;ither St. Paul or Minneapolis, I
can't rememb 8t, Paul when it was squested
that I go out therc‘ even though I was a

delegate to the Conthioggo try to take

....«/LVQ.»

some steps in pursuadi.ng the individualh that
this man was sincere in what he wanted to do
N
Y

tarminorit;{ \nd got a lot of disregard

for, or disagreement with what I was trying
to put acroes, 8o much so that we put in a
hurried call for [R. Sargent] Sarge Shrivet,\
who came outs and was one of the mos ﬂﬁf“ant
individuals you'd want jto talk@md with
his very pleasané mﬁnnog and workh/:g and



talking with these people sqmeﬁimes ten and
twelve hours a dgy. He slept in my roomégo
I know how h§rd’he worked trying to pers;ade
these peoplqé}ﬁhat I think & had some effect.

STEWART: But this dofinitely was a subject on many

| peoplgfs minds?

TUCKER1 Ya:.@ yes. All through. I had the same
similar situation when X wai lnatrqu;d to go
to Cleveland with Congressman [William L.)

He was
Dawson. Wm wmxe going as the representative

of the Democratic Party, the spokesman, and

-7 I was going as the spokesman for 3ohn Kennedy.
And the general question was, at that time,

\1§h;s man hasn't donqi)nor has he said anything
;;at would give you the impression that he
favors equal opportunity, and how can you
convince us that this is what he's going to
dé?lxhho only way I can explain it is because
I've known the mQS%G;a that tiMQ> for some
nine or ten years, and I know how he feels

A A .3
inwardly, He calculates all off his moves;)
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organization to organizations one

26

if this hgg/tovbe interpreted as a political
‘;°V°:g;§§§2tﬁ:;" the way it has to be inter-
pteted@)?mt as an individual I can tell you
how he will react when he is faced with these
problems{ Qggg)ghat I said to them turned out
to be the fhet.

Did you have ay role in any of the primaries?
No, I didn‘'t. /|4 /«/ Lidn S, Atsd 10 [t
After the . . &

At that time I was just moving around from

——

of my johss.") _for instance, the Masons --_in case
you're not familiar with it --_are not suppoaffi
to engage in political activity in any way
within the temple of the Masons, the Masonic
Half !;d I ¢an recall being holed up in a

room in(#)St. Louis for four days whilﬁf&é?ﬁin%;
for the Supreme Council teo try to act on a
resolution which I had phrased as inocyously

/}ﬁAﬂﬂ
as posuibla. but working througt/y\ the outside

Jto the mma trying to get this resolution.
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And I was afraid to leave the hotel/to see what
action they were going to take on it. Another
time I had to go to the Baptist convention in
Philadelphia. I don't know whether you recall

that or not. There was a big squabble as to

—

-

whether or not the Jackson forces cééhthere |
was another faction, they had a big fight
at the convention ﬁall. So much so that we
were trying to get a resolution throught there
that the Baptist convention would endorse his
presidency, anqagf course, that was the
religious iauna“;qain, and we had quite a lot
of diffieultygfa:ticularly with their sssown
disagreements getting to the violent stage.
”i@ there again I was in the middlo@_lz_ut that
wun'gﬁat I did mainlyg rather than goigé
directly to th;Zéggg polﬁg. I just traveled
around from one convention to another for that
eight or nine month period, and I must have
gone to maybe fifteen of thex darn things to

see if I could get a resolution throg!gh I~

2
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personal in some instances, naming him by%éa.
and impersonal in other instances,trying to
get the principle of not turning this man
back hecause ha‘s a ca’tholi:z @apending on
where I wen;>9or not turning this man back
because he hasn't made the forthright statement
that you think that he ought to make, and that
sort of thin%. All sorts of conventions.
Did the ¢ivil rights and the religious
questions get quite intertangled at times?
Yes. Because in all Hegroergi@gLations. a;l
of them, I don't care whether it's the convention
of haixdreaséré%;or q@ég}r ites a convention of
suic [Student Nonviolent Coordinating Committed]f;/
thep're interested in equal opportunity. And

as much
each of the orgainzations will give snmamzkt
time to it, maybe on a different level or in
a different manner, but in back of every single
Negro organization in this country there 1:&;;7ﬁ§;)

quastion of eivil rights, and we have to deal



STEWART:

TUCKER 3

ey

“29-

And how did the religious problem generally
come in to the situation? Or did it to any
great extent?

The only one that I went to was this Baptist
nati onal convention, anf?;s b 4 saidmgyay had
an internal struggle there, 80 much so
that/%ha president of it was booed off the
stag§%>and he had to eonduct his meeting

in an anteroom offvaonveqtiop hall like this
with g0 many peapl'jihu;6;§iieeman-thcre.
However, even in that split organization we

were able to get the resolution to him whié
y ,a.w{,s/;:;‘i" 7

A W " .
4 <j§§§yﬂactad upon favordh%gyrgnd then he became

STEWART

one of the V?f? strong supporters of President
Kennedy 1&&0?&5 and by virtus of his support
they were sble 6 get mush Eupport from the
Baptists og Negro Baptist organisation which

is the 1%§gé§ raligious organization we have

in the country.

Wit in the eivil rights division e\'} section
it's been reported that there was & considerable

Al
amount of internal fri«tin?ﬁrpactfi71y among
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Harris Wofford, Frank Reeves, Marjorie Lawson

and AL asnumePShriver and other people. ﬂﬁre
S

you aware and involved in any of thesa<zzzgz>
Well, if there was any friection I certainly

4

don’t think it was ?eeaun of any particular
policy. X thinﬁqit ¢ould have been. . . . -
If there was now, I didn't recognize it, buK(D
having been in politics feor a long timeﬁ\l

know that Eyere are many people who engage

in this égﬂcallad infighting because they

want to be the closest one to the candidatey

=X ﬁhether they be successful or not is another,
que:tion. but they want to be the one closest.
In that sense there may have been. [T know

that Margie/guing & woman sometimes played her
feminine tricks on us, &x @ ing and that sort
of thing,]but I don't think that it was over
any bagic problem)jof poliey. I think it was
more 8 matter of who was the leadex;, and why
couldn't I be the il_eadez rather than yt ? and

that sort of thing, because I'm to be the one
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v the ¢losest. I had

that‘sj
a diiginet differen or different position
than most of them because I didn't want any-
thing fgg? him, All these people were looking
for jdb%é ‘ﬁqc?f course, the more they did

I suppose the more important they could be
presumed to héégand probably be offered these
types of jdbs.2i§§§;?n 1 aayfg went down
there, decided I'd go to Los Angeles, so I
didn't see all of this going on in the office.
And.in addition to tha?QF had made it very
plii; that f was just in it because of my
personal admiration for this man, and I didn‘t
want any job, and they knew that, Somewhat
1ndap¢ndéntviu a sense,

gﬁQa you at all involved in the registration
campaign, the very successful registration
campaign that was conducted from Washington?
No.

Not at all?

No. N
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Xave, the civil richtasection, he skimkx
ve ht

@32

Because X thin/é there was some relationship
with the civil rights . . .

Well, there may have been . . .

« » o a2t least a lot of the same people
worked on it.

Well, there may have been a civil rights
section that had about eight or nine people
in it. (?arjorie was at least the titular

head, she was the director., And I think this

he was a part of the civil rights<ls
ad

hmws a title. And I think it was to pacify
Ma:jarie that thay made her director, although
they looked around and sidd'we'll make you
mssociate dimc’ztoﬁ“@ r:a;k' Reeves was one
of the £  Eﬂrmeled with Kennedy, I don‘t
think fhe(dld any connection with the eivil
r;ghﬁs section at all, Pranggaftar'tha campaign

really got gaing/d\wan'p}n a sensenthe same as I
o s i



about this, but I missed the opportunity to

second his nomination, beeausg, as Jack said,
> . A/ ;oA Lol o LZ”

v . .; O ‘\})1/ s .

“You're not instant anoughc‘s,é (and what he was

e

tellingy me that too many people might not
know that yo?{fre Negro appearing on the
telwlai@nél/\: won't get eredit for it. Bo they
suggested that Frank Reeves do ité rather than
I. I would have liked nothing better; I was
quite disappointed, But Prank, getting back
to vhat I was saying, actually wasa't connscted
with the ¢ivil rights section at all, He was
the Negrowho would accompany hi@ nd Awould be
seen when he made his various teurs , [.. .4
he came to Boston once in ¢onnection with
ﬁhis registration, but that wasn't set,ﬁs I
recall it, even thoughtl went to that maeting/ga
on raclal lines. That was just a general
, rfagiuwatio‘?ygnd they set up committees all

gver | the country, ‘pmmularly in the state
with which I'm £amllia’r..

STEWART: PBut the smphasls was on the northern and



eastern industrial states and particulaq9g>

in the cities. . « .

e 2

(

TUCKER 4 !bs{&hat'a right
e ‘“””“\
ofa lot ofLEpe effort was in Bdston(?) .

STEWART 1

TUCKER ¢ Would have to be because of the make-up of
the papulutpih of the city.:

STEWART: Were you geﬁerully satisfied with the operations
of these e¢ivil rights sections? Overall how
would you assass their contribution to the
campaign effort?

. made

TUCKER § I think it wax quite a contribution., Again,

I have to go back and look at themm vote in
the and that:' the only way that you can
judge itAip to go back and look at the vote

in the larger cities: Chicago, Detroit,
Phuadalphiao you'll £ind that the majority
'ot the pwplé aud ‘tha mjarity/\%m m*ght

bqg /rm the mjm’i&y. but &
| oﬁ them aranuoqrmf and you'll find that
hhn Negroes probably voted for him three te
arz&‘ And all of those are urban nrm. .so




based on that, I think, certainly /f’“ were

successful. And you can't leave ou /Wﬂi“fﬂa};\j

.//fpg:t/:h%ithsr. He dld an excellent

STEWART 3

job in getting the atorym?f Kennedy about,

Just did a wonderful jo‘b%

W:re you at all fearful during the campaign

that Rennedy was going beyond what could
possibly be delivered? 1I'm thinking specifically

they had a eonstitutional rights cenvention,

‘-/},\ AMNAL L e

I believe it waz called, in New ank,4 eartain,
N
by

resolutions were adopted that went /\bsyead

“7 even)the Demooratic platform of that year.

w,éx:'o you at all fearful that people would . . .
:'m not familiar with what you're saying.

I was never fearful of the people bocausag
that the people would feel that he was going
beyond reality in this, if that's what you're
aﬁg‘gesun%&#;&ﬁm after Y got to talking
with these pesple in the intimate groups

I came out fealing very satisfied with the

way they received what I had to say at that
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time. So I didn‘ﬁ:}éz é's the strangest

thing in the wmrlég)thnt even thaugh‘the manﬁ:gz
from a proverbial point of viegﬁfqueeked
through with a hundred thousand votes, I have
never felt zny pessimism in my entire associ~
ation with him., I never dreamed that it would
be am glose as it was, I think most of the
people in the ¢ampaign wai§ked off feeling

the game way. S50 they were getting their
nespage wmg{)\ﬁhefre‘a no deubt about it, and
we wére getting our meéssage across, |
What was your reaction to the news khxk scon
after the inauguration that there wouldn't

be any eivil rights legislation, at least in
19617 Déd you feel a let éewn;us many people
diaz

No. bacauge I was sure that bamed on fmt'im
level tha%;xeg:&w dmuiangratheﬁré /\f:hat
hq;wnuld do whah*%he eould in that capacity
rather thah be concerned about the Congress

) 7 [~ £/
which eould debate this thing over; and éverg o d VA
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and delay :\Qt:J 'g\\er wikh the width of a pen 5\
aftar hehfelt(\ the feeling of the country on
various pointq}he could determine what the

Congress would take months to do, So I' fali:w-’

because this was because of the faith that I
ghad in the way I'm sure that he would have
conducted him#elf, and it turned out that way.
He was a cautious mmg’them's ng doubt about
thaeg4in dacisdons of that nature, buils\“ I
say, you can’t argue with success. He made _
the determinations.and they turned out to be
rainbows, N

One other question about the campaign. Were
you at all involved in any efforts to get

6pé‘n endoraements from Martin Luther King or
other civil ‘ rights leaders?

Mot peraahaily;- W?xéu I =ay not personally I
know that the section that we were involved

in was attempting to do that, not so muctg* -
well. I guaess w%wam trying te do it openly
because we had asked for or)ﬂ&rrangcd appointments




STEWART 3

TUCKER1

ETEWART ¢

—

-3 8

for Roy Wilkins to have a private talk
with him, We arranged for Whitney Young to
have a private talkf with him. Martin Luther
King, ev /P‘im :;mexz\ﬁm at that time who
was with CORE [Congress of Racial Bquality](é /\
/liad each of them had a private conferenca
with him, 806 in that semz\yen /ge were
trying to get endorsements, even to the

extent of just getting their sympathy aven

offieially endorse him,

Was this effort generally successful?
Again, you have to look back and see what
has happened.

No, X mean in terms of these particular

2 individuals you mentioned.

Yes, I'd say successful. Again, I'm saying
what has happened, hew strongly they tougé:)

to his side when he became president, actually,
all the way down the line,

|

if they couldn't through their organizations @“v“"l"’{;"; Q?



wF G

STEWART You say you had absolutely no intention of
joining the Kennedy Administration. Did you
ever weaken in this determination not to go
to Washington with the Adminisgtration?

IR Or were you ever tempted to go?

TUCKER¢ Yeslj]: was on two or thrie ciccasians. In fact,
he sent me over to ity in Afrieca for the
express purpose of seeing how I like/the country

‘ with the ho;ZéXéﬁé at that time the country
named;f‘was supposed to become ambassador to
Tanganyikaswhlch has since become Tanzania,

although I didn't see that country when I was

over there, It was generally understood that

=3

this waéﬁé)not only an honor to be representing
the President, but it was a sort of a test case
to see if he could involve me fin the Adminis-
tration. And I had offers @ Adﬁing into the
Justice Department, I suppose as one of the
Ausié%%ant Attorney Generals or something like
that. But I felt thaE T didn’'t want to do it.
Wacn't_pnrsuadgdveveé aftar he Qid¢/they have

¥83 .
! \
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been trying to get me to come to Washington,

but I won't go.

smam@ you mentioned your trip to . ‘
- /’/
s LEoi
was it for the independence” activity? / - ’
o \j
TUCKER: That's right.
STEWART 1 Did you meet with the President either before
or after thatitrip, or with p _ . {;\,J\, in
the White House?
TUCKER: * That was funny. My daughtecf’) had just gotten
= (ol AT
m married, and %nsitting out on the patio
relaxing. Father was worrying about paying
the bills and so forth. And someone yelled
out the baek door, "The PreaidentQ?Ktn the
phone." Of course, we all took it as a joke ,_
. &
and nobody paid any attention to it, and even
. with a lot of persuasion, we just sat there
//  and laughed at the situation. However, when
.." I aid finally decide to get up to go, we lost
the conneatiorxgbo I plcked up the phone

. and called Ralph Dungan. And he aaid yas ﬁthe

<

»:President had to go, he couldn't waitv. e

e




You see this was on a Monday. . . .
é BEGIN SIDE TWO, TA®E ONE
TUCKERS$ « - « this way as far as I'm concerned. And
he said, “Can you go to Gabon?“g gnd that's
how that happened.
STEWART: Who else was in? There were three people that

went, weren't there?

e

@1 fr;.ends‘hip everﬁainee the%/} I got a letter
A . [ S

o3 (Lda \ AD.
from him 1:oday%4 Charlie En%a from New

TUCKER3 Yes. A m?n with whom I've maint:ained a very

Jersey and hai wife. The three of us went.
STEWARTs I see. Were you as impressed . . "
TUCKER He and I werer\official representatives. Jane
juqt went to accompany himﬁxeally.
BTEWART: Were you as impressed as most people were
with the affinity that many African leaders had

4](«

with President Kennedy? Or wa evident at

that time? This was in August of 1961 L At iz .

TUCKER3 Yes. I didn't discuss the President at that
time at any great length with the President

there. I was more concerned with the man in




the street. And using Mqu)Englehart ag an
interpreter)\I spent most of my time there around
the 4%rf and in the city and viiLges talking to

the people about, not so much about the personality

but about the country of America. I know that

\7 . ﬁ,r Zf/j Lo o / 71/1',',6
we did spend some tim€\§§§§%frasident A I g

on several occasions, but that type of discussion
never came uQB_Ept as far as personalitges were
concerned we d;; talkd about the relative worth
of the eountry and what it could do for Gabon
which at that time hadj just beeniajggrated from
France for a year, And IX thinﬁqwé.were successful
in persuading Sarge to get the Peace Corps started
over there. They seamed to be recaptive to that

sort of thing, so I would suppose they were not

g0 much -~ They weren't in a frame of mind to

because they knujhthey wurg going

to have to get some help from us. so‘x would
gay that even 1f they had some criticism of
either the country or the personalities in igi?,

they reserved them because they wanted help .

o

p A A58
S
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g/ney £inally got it.

STEWART® You say you did talk to the President on your
return about the trip{

TUCKER3 I sent him a written report and he replied, but

W F ]
I didn't talk him personally. No. I talked

o
o
- e

with Ralph Dungan, oh I forget, Dave, not
. Ptﬁwzﬁ,;? A
e ﬂxnnny O'Donnell, people like that.
STEWARTQ$ Tell me) frem puhlie relations viewpoint, do

; you at the Administration erred in saying

7 < LA {‘-l’, \l/\'/
that no {Lgisigtion was needed] ang in fact, the
reason wuéﬂngﬁe ecould get passed? This was
during the first two and a half years of the

Administration.

TUCKEY s Ko, I don't think so. I think that what he4tﬁ4§

e ~ - — s
hnﬁﬂ maybe idealistically, had in the back

of his mind that he could help solve the
xituation by axcauﬁiva ordogz;and intended to
;d° so, and, . . + Certainly there was a need,
f’m it 4idn't have to be done by legislation,
¥ ;,e‘t'-s put it that way. It ¢ould he done by

Jkavxkﬁ“
qxscutivn ardet, and he felt thakﬂthat Las the

Y
, 3
i '2 ‘l : J
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'wssive legislation, He never diac_ussech t:hia\

he pnt_gggpgﬂpeépiég United stateé;niueiict ’ﬁi

.. -

most expeditious way:z'm convinced that
he believed that people should be given an

appo'rtunity regardless of the accident of
birtg\ /(nd I think he wanted to make an honest
try of that first. As he started making his
selections for appointments to various positions
throughout the counq’w I think he made it

obvious that what he intended to do was to

" pick gqualified people and be coloresd blind

in a sense, in the hope that this would alleviate
> R wed
the necessity for legislation that could be

bogged down for any number of reasons over a
long period of time, and that if he gave these
people an opportunity in some of these qensitiva
positions that there would be an awakening that

these people were capabl% and that i,t%r would ‘be
8

eakfar then to try then to move along with ataquY

A

with me personally, but I think that's what he

thought, bom T looked around and sae where

1y,
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gucxsna

-
Court JudgegéiA e never had any Negro judges.
Ambassadors to a country other than a black
gountry, I'm talking about [Clifton R. ]
Wharton, whose son my daughter married. I'm
t%king alout carléz%vvé¢J.in the information

You probably could go down the line.
agenay./ﬂﬂrank Reeves in the Whng

L& ’id/f@*“'ﬁ/]
in a position other than such as AE@ Morr

when he was down there he was there specifically
ag a Negro to handle Negro problems. But Fﬁﬁé}
was a White House assistant, even though it
didn't last very long. But he wasn't relegated
to the position of handléng only Negro prohlems.‘
I think that he said, "If I can put these peoplq
into these sensitive poaitions, I think . . ."
Well, didn't he appoint Luke Moore as United
States Marshay\pr wAs it Deputy Marshal, in
Hé@dhnghoﬁiy I'm not sure now whether Johnson
elevated him, but I'm. . . . The fellow that
j\mt took [J‘amaT Hoffa to jail.

oh yes, yes,

Luke uocrabPM1EQé States Marshallle I think that
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he appointed him. And he put these people in
these gensitive positioq;%;and g&iﬂ, "Now look
at them and see how they beha/vfgggg)ghis will
give me an opportunity ;gidé%fhaka the legisla—
tion that I wagg to offer a little easier."
Were you still active in the NAACP during this
perioed?
I have bean active in the MAACP as long as I
can remember. And I'm still a member of the . .
W;re you president . . .
No, I wasn't ?ery%denu then. I retired from
thatf%ég:ggéggﬁiié?i responsibility. I was
president of the NAACP until 1960. Now I'm .
just & member, and they call me an elder
gtatesman, now that I'm getting older,
Well, one final question. Do you recall
defending the Praaidenégér the‘hdministrationgf
position on the need for législktian, defending
v
ip from . . . }T

. | -
Just as I have explained it to yeuAnow. In
»p\@wxm&fﬁng
that same yes.
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STEWART: ou have any other contacts/with the

Preaident?

.

WA
TUCKER3 Well, he's been to my howse.

swEkARTE -I mean duFing the Prééidential year.
TUCKER: Well, I was invited to the White Houseaﬁ‘Z@,Léﬁgﬂ;_fﬂﬁﬁaﬁJ
receptiondon one or two occasions; of course,

o

there were hundreds of other people thete.

Mrs. Tucker danced with h{ffx/ﬁot gince he's

been Presidenﬁﬁoﬁéourse. But that's been the

extent of it ;i the social level., I never

considered myself a social friend of his, I

couldn't possibl¥l. But I think'ﬁﬁfii;;—zf\’lfjicﬁﬁ*j
consider him a friend. A political allm%;f

you want to put it that way, but IX thinkfhe

was a friend of mine. It was quite a wonderful

o el

) _
feeling %o be ableA I don't know whether the
number's still there or not, National B~4141,
I think it wa;é%?nd ask for the President. and

not be pushed around. 1'd. uick up the phona\

S ,‘\ )

agd call, It's quige a fneling,'iggffgwgfé) KA

B T

few people in this country that can do PRI G;*) wé
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STEWART ¢

Did you talke to him on many occasions?

I would say several, It all depends on what
you mean by"manyf/ But on eénough occasions O

I certainly didn't make any frivolous makkis
calls, Anytime I called it was for a purpose.
Or many times when he didn't have an opportunity

or he wanted some informatior, or something

from me, he may not have called himself, but

. I would get a call from Kenny or Dave Powers

or Ralph or somebody who was down there. It
was just like getting §fa call from him, ¥You
can‘t expect him to, when you bectome
President you get away Qﬁn the people, you
don't belong to anybody anymor7xgea11y.

Gk#y« Is there anything you want to say

in eonaluaion oz before we b @LN Xf\b; 7, %

No. i dan'& kncw what else to aay, John. .
- ’ guyég o

I can say tnat, nex/’ nothing elaan, Just -
I think it's

by !

P wundegful thing to me to think

that X did hav«f the opportunity to know him

pcrsonally ané he friandly and to work with




STEWART:

TUCKER3s

STEWART:

~49~
him and to help him on the wayA§§§%it was rough
going at first. It ended up beautifully, and
certainly we're all pleased. I can remember
the night of the election we were down at
Hyannis waiting for those returns to come in,
Oh.ware you?
y:Sé And thnt was quite an experience in
uselfé v /;h;“;peratim. And we flew
on the Carolinégfthat was the last few days
of the campailgn, to see what the New Englandar}g_
felt about him. It was just an experiencjéf¢h
wouldn't want to trade with anything I'éa
ever done.

Okay.
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