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TUCKER: 
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oral History Interview 

with 
{.e-. 

.. ~ERT TUCKER 

Maroh 9, 1967 
Boston, Massachusetts 

by John Stewart 

For the John F. Kennedy Library 

Mr. Tucker, when did you f i rst meet John 

Kennedy? 

I first met John Kennedy when I was the 

chairman of the executive committee of the 

Boston branch of the NAACP [National Associ-

ation for the Advancement of Colored People! 

back in 1948. At the same timo· I was also 

working my way up in my college fraternity, 

and at that time I was the regional director 

of the fraternity in a sense, and from both 

of those organizations w• formed a relationsh~9 



STBWAB1'1 

TUCIQUU 

<.: 

-2-
~-. ) . '-· 

actually I had taken a personal liking to the 
~ 

man u an individual at that time and knew 

that from my connection with these two organi

zations X could give him a platfo~ y{rst of 

all because up to that time he had had little 

or no contact with the Negro conetit;.uency. 

His diatriet Which he represented as a congress-

111an probably had lea• tho ~ pe+ent Negro 

votlh..and he had nobody to WhOrf\he could turn. 
s 

And I think he also took this as an opportunity, 

not only to eetabliah what I thoutht wa. a 

very fine relationship, but to giva him a 

platform to speak on inte--;zt"oup relations .....__, 

as he wanted to do. 

You knew him then in l948DI as•ume he; of 

waa thinking at that time ot a statiide 
--' 

oa.mpa!9n either for goYernos: or aenator. 
=--

course, 

WelJ.1 I .would assUDMlt so, kn<Wing the individual 

aa X thought l did, and he planned far ahead. 

If you remember, he ran for Congress twice, 

X bel1•ve 1t wasi and them~ United States 

· : : ·'· : 
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1 
senator in l9S2. So it wa~in9.l that period 

µ-.J.fv--r-Q . . 
that he px-oba.bly was worJd:ng tO\lfard a state-

wide office. 

How would you assess his interest at that time 

in the whole problem of civil rights and inter-

group relatiqns? 

I felt that be had a moral conviction withinf 

himself .. I didn't think that he was making, 

if I may use the vernacular,rliticel hay out 

of the situat;ion ~ I think that he felt '--.. . 

morally that the minority had been d .. ied 

opp0rtunity, and he wanted to le•tn something 

more about the aenial of this oppo~tunity, 

become acqt:Ulinted with individuald so that he 

could assese for himeel~ using his favoritp 
. ) 

term "eo h& oould malt~ a jud9mwuit"" 

ftlllfAl\Tt What: ciontacit.flid you have, if any, wit:h hi"' 

in the 1952 campaign? 

TUCIOIR• Well .~ in 195;;; he asked ""' and one 
~~ 

Blwood MCICenn81!y, who is now a judge he• in 

tb• city of aoston, to draft a paper for him 
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for u•e in the 1952 campaign dealing with min-

or.tty problems; That was my first Political 

cont&clit. Prior to that tit1le it was just 

through th•s• organizations. Xn fact, as an 
/ 

!IS ide, he atil~ ~I don• t know whet:her it • a 

. /~ ~ 
he or hi• estat~ owes me two dollar•. I~ugh•J 

He took a membership in the JIAAC'1and~as was 

hb <!Uat~".'>he never carded lllUeh money with 

him, and be didn•t: ha-ve ~· dollars. So, 

"l!etb, would you pay the two dollars for me, 

~I'll give it to you some time." And I -~ . ,_, 

have yet to see the two doll1u .. a. 

Xn that 1952 campaign were there any aignif icant 

diffe~nc.e• from a N•g~J,; point •of view _ 

between (HenJ:y Cabot) Lodt• and Kennedy? 

Well, y"'1 1Vfl 9ot: to, I think~look at ittiJJ't"c _ _,J 

frOiJl a PQlitic•l poin~ of viewf ~hat n~t. 
of the people in Bosten aoeu•lly ,,..,..., even 

thou'~ t.h•Y were of the Begr&, 11inority~ 
had alway. le•n•d tqwax-d th• Republican Party. 

Xt was a ••ntim.ental geatui:e · ~n •o fas: u Henry 
"'.. :.·· 
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new oome~ abe\it whom ff!W people knew anything(!) , 
r-' ·-

and it was a matter of, actually X think; 
~> 

distrust at tirst. In fact, I f()ttndAth!s 

so-o-oall.ed distrust qrew to enormous proportions 

in later years as X wox-ked with him. we can 

go into that lateJ;", it you wish. 

'l'bat•• interesting, tbia di•t:rust at this early 
. I:;:; 0 

datG~Wl\at wae that based on? Generally his 

impruaa!on Ila the son of :a rich man and so 

. fo.t'th? 

Mainly bea•uae h• had had no Q.ontaet., had made 

no effort t<> have any contact with Negr;oe;b 

I •n1 not eur• t.hat it wu because he had a. 
juat 

certain amount of wealth. Ile/had n(:> contact. 
I me•n,. je oataa ia here praatioaUy to rtun tor office 

at a atudent. He had be•n~ living 

a~1 ·over the world, 9oin9 to school with hi• 

fathe.J:~nd ao forth. Md eo hie contact waa 
_) . 

nil.~1!_,0 i think the cU.•truet waa based -
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upon ta}(6n9 t;he known, as X might put it, •<Jainst 

the unknown. And there were just a few of us 

who had~ faith in him as an indivichull. 

and could ••• thro\1gh thi• sort of thing, that 
that we 

On<:$ he bee~ familiar with the proble~er• 

aur• that aometh.tng c:=ould be done about it. 

Did h49 campaign to any great extent in the 

predominantly Negro wards of Boston? 

'1UCDlt1 , He didn't haw to. 'l'hat•e what x•m saying. 
I 

I 
Bis conetit.uency h•d no .- •. • 

Oh; as a Senator. In 1952 he did campaign 

extent1!vely in the Ne~ ~t<••• because I 

$c<J<mpa.uied him many times ad he went there. 

X don•t laiow how familiar you are with aosto.n, 

but L~'• g~ •<mefllhat now. but in 1952 the 

W.g.~o p.opttllltion Of BOii-ton wa• nlati,,.ly 

·· ... ,, 
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a very small factor. And that's another 

i111POrtant faotQ~At.oo, because 
' / 

the Negro, as such, as a block could have no 

affect one way or the other, even as to con

trolling whom wQuld ~or carrying the ba~noe. 
lt was ~~l~ a ~9ligibl<t factor in any campaigrg:> 

tOt---~,vt 
So X sayA by actively campaigning there was 

another feeling of sincerity on my par10.il\_,&O ~ 
e. -S 

far as he was Qoncerne~f really feA,ling this 

problem and w.a.ntin9 to do eol11$thln9 about it 

with no pr.ev:l.ou$ kn<::Mledge .. 

What oontaet did y.ou hav. with h:i.m between 

1952 and 1958? 

Well, X was a membe~ I had to introduce 
~ 

hiin a .¢!ouple of timee at two or tbree affairsJ\ 

~e of which X :remember&~e wae eorning from 

. I ~ . r-. Woroe•terf and/~ \ii'aa in the winter .,...time, and 

they had ti sto~~· was de11ly•d for forty

fiv• mlnutes, lln.d I had to epend fot'ty-five 

minute• thinking Qf intirodu<1l:ory r""'arlal~ 
Jinally •omebody tapped 1\18 on the shoulder and 
...., 

.. ' 
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se.id, "lle • s here, he's here." But aside 

from those occ;asions~ was instrumental in 
__) 

gettitig the Foundation, the Kennedy Foundation, 

throu9h him to mal<e a siBeable contribution -t;; 
"' , 

/"/' ) ;./V 
-~ (~ the Jh:~eedom House, tno· .1whic::hl§~ a civic 

STEWART; 

cant•r here in :Boston, and tal<:e a very deep i 

.interest in it. X was a member of his f ina.nce 

QOl!lllll.tt:ee in 1>oth campl!ligna~ )mi .ioas called iipon 

many t.itae• to re~dm_r vuiOUJ!_ 1!5e~ices. I can• t 
\ __y_,,J.-:zJ.tv..,...~~-
Ll ------e--------! ------·-- ---------... 

·think now• • -" • tl t'ifephone call, res'umes j\ I . 
~~-------- .. ___ --- --- ----------·----·---- --------------\.:~:::::;::-'"'-.., ··-.. .._. 

for~t what I was talking ~ut. 

You were talking about the extent .of your 

c:ontaete. with htm in the interim Qf the cam-

Oh, and then on many time. h$ would call me 

to see if I oc>uld. ascertain tht? f04ll.ing in the 

comntU.11ity ab<)ut variou• problems with which he 

might have ~n faced, t kn<N on one oaoasi<m 

paxti<:ulat;ly w• had -quite a aquabfe heJ;e in 

tho stat• nmnocratie aommi.tteet the [John w.] 
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-~ ~here was one vote split ting them and he 
. . .... 

didn't know this individual who was a member 

of the SJtate committee., a.no he thought that 

I might have some influence with her, and he 

oalled me to see if t could persuade her to 

vote the J<enm~dy way.. And as it turned out 

she did bec:;nius41t of m$ more than because of 

him, beaau.se she was also one of the distrusting 

t:.hin9lil, but;. t .he vote turned out fourteen to 

thi.tteen"'and he was succes.sful. so i think 
:_) 

he waa grateful for tha~al$o. But the.l.'e were 
tJ . 

i woe ... ,,.1 ~i that he. woul_ d call_· and ask -~ . r~ e ~mes 

me jto <:onl'i;) over to 122 and sit down and talk 

with him g•nerally about the. problems, partic ... 

ululy th~ob1ems that involved the Negro 

minori.ty. 

S'l'BWARTt.. J)id you ••• any discernibl• change in hie 
. ~-:;_) 

atti.tuae or!l •warene•s of problems of the 

a!gnif ieanc:e c~ Negro people g•nerally 

·1· ' . ~ . i ~ pol tically dur ng this period. 

ao. Ne>, that didn•t begin to show in any 
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diecell'nibl• fashionb or any marked discernible 

fashion until probably '56, • 57, somewhere in 

there. ae was very cautious about it. Yet 

u you p~obably can recall that in those times 

of '51 and '52_1-muc:h more so than it is now~ 

most l~~als were v•ry cautious as to how far 

they wete ~oing to take a stand. on some of 

th•se problems~nd he followed into that 

, pattern.. He was always eonaerned about the 

reeult.e of any action that he took. I can.§ . 

recall in 1959 when he called me to Washington~ 

and he tu\t in that rookin9 chair of hi~nd he 
~ 

wondered tben. If you remember,.. [Lyndon B.] . 7J 

Johnson had juet been suaceasful in getting 
7/~ ? // 

th•h n~ juat.; but the year or so befor~n the 

. l957 Ci.Vil Jtights Bill througb~nd he wanted 

to know hOW ? felt on its impact on the Neq~o 

pQpulation of the country. He must have been 

thiriking about eomething. t'm •ure he waa, 

ot course, but he w•s thinking of the results 
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of this; hew it wa$ .going to affect, and what 

steps he ought to take. 

S1tl!MART1 were you consulte~ at .all cm the stand he would 

take on the 1957 civil Rights Bill? 

Well, that•s when we, I suppcse you would say, 

I was aritiaal, that's When I was very critical 

because ~t that time I was president of the 
1-

-V\-/' 
Boston branch and/\my capacity ae president we 

had to criticize him fo.~ the stand that be 
/ 

did take in l95z~ I'm not aure of the Title 

nowl I think it was Title XV .i-that~ t•m not 

aur~ either Tittle 
::: "/' 

sue which (.~) 
'-------~ 

:tI:t or Title IV · J 

:r think XII wae •••thinq ~1••· 

I'm not 

~_for the ttand that: h• took on tha~~ 
!• • ;.•ult ot th•~• •ent (TheodO!I~ Ted 

e.. ~ ~ Sorena"n up he..-e to talk with me1 w •rran9'•d 

a 1t\eetin9 so Te4%of c:tour•e, there• • a difference • 

.J.__~,,,_,) t .•till felt the way t d!c! al:>Out him ae an . . 

individual, but beinq h••U! of the o~qard.zation 

any cr.iticism had to come •• president of the 



orqanization. So I arranged a forum tor Ted 

Soren•on to c<ae here and t:ry to explairi his 

pe•ition. And~-~J~ reeall without going into 

too much detail~moat of the people were satisfied 
~-v:f 

with th• way he explained it.~ I ahould say 

c&ut:ioualy aati•fie~ becauaeA a• I feund out 
__) 

later~we war• •till h•vinq problem• try!nq .to 
> 

oon'finoe the efttire p0pulation of the country 

aa we went IUl'OlUld the country that thiil man 

meant What he ••id an.d ~intended to do something 

~t~-p",.,:, [) < .7 -;;[f,0 
DO you recall the $ubstance6 0711main thrust of 

the expliUtiUOJI? ••• it blld*y because of the 

aaviceJ.h• had qottan f~m the people at Harvard 

LAW Sch()Ol al\d oth•• people? wa• it based on 

th••• Con•titut:ional qrcllnd•? 

It wa~ ~d nov that you. brinq it to my -attention, 

'j• did e•elt the ahicte of ~•rtaia members ~ the 

l!acul.ty out th-:r• •- •Up me ~ J 

know th• m"6>•nnht _would have ualked with. and 

x•m not eur• •• that time whether .he t:a1lted with 
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Ha..-k irow.l .,,,. Arthu Stttherland, or .l>aan [Bnt1'( J 

Griawold, whom he _.. used~ many time• to talk 

wi\h; but X do rec•l1 aayinq ~ they felt about 

th• Conatitut:lonal queetion• itrtie1ved and that 

bl• Opinion wa• ~JJ-/J 'by their opinion. 

Then you p•r•ot1ally were quit• •atiefiel with 

hia exJ)tbit\ion• and bis .. • • 
1 

\fell ., 'beoau•• l had such 1P•"·onal admiration 

for th• ind.ividual1-1 suppoa•tf'like the other 

peop1• who hacbl't: had the opportunity to see 

him and uacter th• oireuinatancee that l had 

•eea him~! suppose. 
~ 

~ . w ' . 
..,,. Belford t.al~son actively advi•ing him at 

thi• tim•t 

ito, i dott • t think le1t0.l"d oruna· into the 

pi(.ttWt• 1:1ntil euly 19!!Je oi- ad tat• •57 When 

he ~ to~ S•at·or the •econd ttiQe •nd· we all© 

kn• th•• at that t:be ·he -. aotully. runninq 
;-

fOt' the ~r: .. ldbcy of the Vn.!~ecl Statee. Well. 
<--
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------? ~;{-· 
I t·· hink that•a when Belto·· rd (,_ ~l?came into 

. ~-

th• pictltte. In fact• he bowed cn.tJiAI• far aa 
\ I 

:;:::::-', 7;,~ 

I Jtru;w. Mi• wife to0k ever most of~)/\ duties 

thilt he wQUld b&ve been. • • • It ~•. MArjorie lJ<J \ · .J ·'. ' . 
. --1; ' ?, // ' i ( .. ;---' 
'l.,1~ )l.f:..~-.....-/'-i. , . \... F ~;: . 

and ! who wotked vefy oloeely/)/tnat ~ole yea~ 
-<7 

ot 195~ and then again du_:~nq, the peesidential 
/ _,,.f--

cupaiqn. saw very 1it·tle@11 any of! Jaelfol'd. 

.. . •! 
camp~ -P· -. s . 
Y••· t ba4 the title ,o@AseOC!iate Di~actor 

of th• Civll Rigbta·_!eotion -of th• eupaig~ 
.;,: 

,are _you """•ft11 in qettinq tharough to 

p.op1• why he h•d Wted •• h• cli. d on th• • 57 
6 

Civil Riqht• ,111? 
-jJ .. if 

Well, it % wet• to 1ayftb••utd u,on th• result• 
\,.~ 

of Vl.• •l.otion in th• urban a•ea• ••at.. t:he. 
. ' s . ' . . 

•~ vot• «Oun~fc.r aomethiilc;i. % would say 

that -we g-Ot 01tt mtt•••9• ao~•· X w• aort of 

a t_."1;>le •hoot.er in that campaig'lt in that I 

Ji••~:·' · of COUJ>••· •peed.fie dutiff, buit my •in 



jQI:> .... to -· llbou.~~U'!/.. that :r~ft-u,._,.p 
ther4! waa a problem• ~decision w•e my own ~.._, 
and l wu ba•ed bt Washington f~ daya a weak 

Cd hfl.~e thre• dliY$• and % 'd just: take oft 
w . 
~henever I thOuqht there was a problem to tal.k 

with a g:toup. In fact, as X recall how t qot 

imrolved in !:ilia t:bi~, the •t•tli llemOC'!/atio 

oommitt•• of Miahigan wu h•vinq itil convention 

!n t1Jrattd aapida~and :t caot a call fn>m Ted 

so.-en1~n, t1ay this aafteJ:l\OOn, aekin9 ·!Mt how 

, riekly I could. <J•t out to ~ Rapid&. 

Naturally, % was curious u to wny I had 9-otten 

tm1• ca11 out cf the qlear blue sky; and •• 

it turned out X was to he .xhibit n~er on.,._ 

11 th!• 1• a Negro who hu faitil in ~nnady ana •hou1d~ 
~ 

. /t . .--:-

b• ilb1• to JJWa'f th• rQt of ~ <[_fh_____/ 

Wh.en waa \bi• itow? 

Thi• wa• inir let•• •e•~ 196Q'Pthia w>uld be -
tha "1!r of the ~i~ )'n Apirll of th• ~ { * 
oampai9'Jt1 pl"iot to the convention. That would 



•16-

vr JuvApril of 1960 •· Thi• !a going b•yond, of c:ourae~ 

it :i•m euryil\g you too fut, you br;lnq me 

~Kat aut Ml t eay x found out that ac:tuatly I was 
11 

to be exibit onit'~h•n i.s a Jie<JX'O who ha• ..__.. '-·/ 
/ 

uown *· Kennedy for • numb•r of years 

and can t•l~you just wha~ type of indiVidual 

be waa. And I can ••• now, as I lhk baak, why 

that w.aa ___. eo import.an{. becu1uae as I looked 

around .Pr"Ob-.l>ly unlike many of the Democratic 
/I . ~ _/ 

state cOtnillittee• in the eiltire riation~about 

~ ~-- ctent of the «•l~atea we~• SeqrO:, 
\ ·' an•· th&~ wu • v•ry Uiportant cenvention. oo 

out thert · iltl\d. lUiv• --~~:f to say labOut th• 
/ 
/ 

iacU.vi4Ua1 ll!ld make *'11l•~ hAt wa• repr.eaente4 D . 

j!mift1~1y-, x thJ.nJc (St.utJ Symington Wit• 

naning ,., that till• .and:, of ceu11•- Jctmwon, 

.nd there v•'r• 80me the" Who w.re lnt:•reeted 



,. · ; 

S~t How auoce•sfu.l g'ene-x-all.y-§were you at that 

oonvention? 

~· · rollowing tllat o<tnventio~aftet' I made _"ff 
.:_::; . --·,1 ..-,( 

·'IVCJCD·1· 

{..(;Yr-' 

tep0n and auted_;_that :r: had though\ x had _ 

made•_. imrolldi!I ~ they weren't d•tin-

it.iv• enOU9h• I qJrhp .of th••• people~ v-..--·u- c-/ 

invit.ed t ·o Wadh:lnqtoih . it Y'OU- t!enieinh•r, you 
..; 

dY or may ft()t. A g~~ th*Y aent. --~ Q.LQ_.., (~i:._,:,v)~~--- -· '>-' 

qt. there fo;: · • qraup of the•• peQple ~ 
/' <:~ 

\fltit• daeig:nated to eOnie and ta~ further~,) 

with h:La. . . .. __ 

Did they hav• a bl!'ll&kta.t mff!1iq~ at hia 

.hc:nt••? 

l*-Dl not SQ'e Wh•••· % think it was at hi• 
h.owa•. 1 di®'t 90 to thikt: meeting my•elf,. 

X dtdft•t ka• abftt it. until after it had 

h•PP•Aed. · :r ''**' · came _'back ·Md made my l:'eport ~ 

and then x h•rd ·10ll\e tirMt lat•r thau thee• 

peopl• had .... 

~· aoti\9 baeWf· we o°"ld then~to 1959 duri119 that 
. _) . ;:__) 

cmnpaiqn w... it guaa1ly ~nued that; 



Ji-('J ,,,.-) 
Kennedy lJd to gat ~ . sized le support .from the 

Neqro community ia c~der to convince people 

thJiouqhout the cOW\tUty that he did hav• the 

•uppoJrt at home? 

Y••• And in orde~ to do that, to roake •ure \ ~ 0 
that he got at lea•t hi• ft\e8••~l• acrosa to 

of it, we formed an o:tqanization called the 

Maesachu•ett*' Citizens Committee on Minority 

Right~ and epon•Ol'ed a t•l!Jt.imon1•1 di~er 
!or him, exprbsly for the pUrp1;>111e a~ain of 

~ --ril-4-t-
giv!nq him a to~~ hoping11 the . a~dience 

'i ~ 7J j- fl Wfl.J 
w()Uld be~~ peJ:." .dent Nlt9f'e>& .-tf ireated 

all out ef fo:r:U. in that vetn. Artd we had 

about •i>c ot •wen hun~eci reprdentative• 

lfegro•e at thil; m•etirtq .. . *>wit could have 

b•en that Ut waa pen:Ollal p:.ttid• il\ • Maeaa

elJu•ettll st;;;bor it eould have been that we 

-<"~finally cronv'-.... ed •hem th•"' thi• wa·I\" . L--\~ · . ~ .. ~ .. . '"'#~,J 

th• typ. of llllln'.:lbHllU~•>:-• ~~little proble111 

iilMa•••chusetu att•r t.hat meetin<J. 



Wa•~Mr. [lloy I Wilkins wanerally 

receptive by now? 

N'<>.. You' re talkinq about aoy Wilkin• of t .ha 

M'BWAR'l' f 'f e•. 
'1'~1 No. / -:nd' if he wlle>-h• didn • t make it publi.cly i::!_~ ./ )' " .... kl\own; :t'11 put it that vay. Maybe it was 

bmauae of his beinq head of the JIAACP and 

not wanting to be involved in politic::a. but 

t know Roy well enouq~ for him tO take me 

oft in the cal!' and tell ni4* how he tel t ., if 

he had any f•ling•, withou.t involving the 
{-rL 

Qrqanizati()n. But~,... th• many C>pPort~itiea~t..-rA--
-- J 7 - ~J~._) 
h.ft ha<tp and kl\owinq what· x~ enqacjed in. . 

he never cU.d malt• ~ ·~ •u9g••t!on ~ ts: 
•uppoJrt. : ~rtd? vae q\tlte aurpriaed 

~o kJ1ow ~hat he \fa& on•cf the fiw1t on•• to 

10 down th•:tewnen h• wae flnally elected. 

\ 
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STDfAR'l't ~Movinq on then. ae the p:residential 

. ~ ·. ~:· . "' : . 

campaign pick" up in late 1959, early 1960 /\.._,, 
~ 

were you qenerally •atiefied wi~ the type 
~~~ . 

of! advice that Kenn•d.y was ptrt:in9' on the 

approach t~ ,-'1vil dqhta probl-R 

Yea, yes. He hac_--::you ltlflah by best advice 
L( P 

you're thil'lJd.nq of individuals, the make~;r 

. z A-
o! the conunlttee. :t think ~t Barria 
Vot' 
_plford probably cgave him the l\\Oat vi tat 

piece of goad advice during th• c-Bmpaign 

When he had hixa call Martin L~ther K•ng. 

pe#ioda. hrln9 the pt-1Jnari••.0tor example S' 
aad a t• m<mtha before that -. 

Well. if I we~• t:o put it that wayrtl thin.,: 

iAaud I dft't; Hy thill 1-4Utlll'~ bllt x 

thlnk it waa prettyu~row pt-loit to that tim•· 

% tbilik, a9a.:l.tl ! ••' tbat l wa• e;chibi t 
- . ·7 . . . . 

nab•.t on~ Pd wh•t•v•.- •cf'iiqe X tiried t<> 

'Ii"• him, t iihiDk that•• hc>w h41 moved. l 

don.' t. know • yl>oly el•• wh<> "'** adviairtq ~,,.__) 



at that time except tttaybe the Lawsons. And 

% think that they voluntMred th,.,ir services;\.J 

1110re oll 1e•~~~h~-J;'./~~c ~im ~ 
oriqlna11y. Oh, and X shoula mention another 

n~~ ltee'tee. ~don't ~ Whethn you•ve 

talked \'fith him. r~ at the time waa a 

national eormuitteeman troll\ th• District of 

Col\Ul\b.1a. su~a• tar a•rf know there were 

ju.st th• tht•• ot us who w•r• · tryin9 to steer 

him in thi• fcourae, the pn>per oouree. 

STIWAM't Do you rea•ll llnf siqni:ftoant $X$.mples 
.,..../' 

ol ' thing~ you were adVi•ing him Ito do 

that he or •embers of hie staff wer• Qpp0ain9? 

B•re ap!n durl.n~ the pr~on•ention period? 

TVOl<lk• ~ 1'!1•• i;/' on•• DUrin11 th• ecmvention in Lo• 

A,.g.:1•• w• had 'been tf'Yinq to aotlvely par

t!elpate C>n th• national level in •o far .. 
. . . cf]rW 
~~tight• .of m!notitt .. were concun.ed. 

Arit_it!;r JtF:ll . v•ry Vividly mr eeeon.d ~inq 

wl~Bo'bby it-.av. __ W• wu• looking at th~.._ 

What fdo ·you call it~ cloaed tel.Vi•ion 
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in the hotel? 

STEWARTt Yea. 

TUCKER a And President Johhaon was down in the press 
T (} _1 --~ . . 'r 
e:::;:L-i-4 ."iAJi- '(J ;.{,.{. rr· ~---/ 

S'l'JWART1 ¥ou we:re mentioning an incid•nt at the 

convention. 

Y••· We pi¢ked Up and were looking at a 

televisionl>-and there was Preaident Johnson 
..:s 

~own in th• press room expoUridinq on civil 

right~ atid expressing the qeneral notion 
-t-o 

that everybddy ought ~b• given equal 
1 

I . 
I ' . 

opportunity~ and if he were given the chance 

what. he was going to dJ, and so lort~ and 

so on~. · to this point John Kennady had 
,/'7-,.,.. 

( {~nothing about civil riqbta in his 

attempting to get the votff at th• Convention. 

so Prank Reevee, Harri• Wofford and ? ·dratted 

a document aa fast as wa oouli and ran up to 

John Kennedy and tell him t:hat we think it 

was about time ~ha~ . if thi• man from Texas 
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can eay anything, I think it's about time that 

you ought to aay something. And we draf'ted what 

we thouqht was • pretty qc>od document, an4'_.of 
['Ro!3E~ T ,£b (~;v~ l _) 

c:ouree, we had t:o 90 through Bobby~. ~Ji I' 11 

never forget hia words. He looked at it; and 

he says, "I''m buay aa hell. What do you think 

we•te runninq • campaiqn for? Negroes alone?" 

And that was it. Now later on that W$s given 

to h~and he, of course, put it in his own 
..:..J 

word• and did make a •tateme1lt before the 

noznination. Maybe we just qot the young-er 

K•nnedy a11 a bad time. But I do remember 

that, 111ow Whethe,~i;>~ mean_y'~hat he 

wa• too buey a~ that parti~hl-;omen~ or 

there were other tactbr~;jhey were still 
/l / 

trying to qeit vote~ '!' ~eeoqnized tha~ /fr 
wheth:et that was hi• fee11n;bor what. 

Certainly i\ waan•t shown lat•t• particularly 

with · Bobby. ! ...... , lut wa• mieh more out•· 
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was the first time and only ti.mt that anybody 

turned down any euggeation made by the section. 

STEWARTi Do you recall any siqnificant voicing of 

opinion by civil right• people that Kennedy 

had courted favo:t with the Southern peo.p le 

to get. votes at the ComtentioiJ6 or to get 

second ballot vote• a' the convention? 

Yes, this was at the NAACP eon~tmtion in 
~I ~ . 

St. PaUJ.bf\,;ither ~· jtaul or Minneapolis, X 

can't r.......m.;j·st. l'aul when !.t WU 8U!Jg-ffted 

that I gQ out ther~"'--even ~hbUgh I wa• a 
? 

delegate to the conventior\r-.~O try to take 
. e.. , .s --;j_Q./~ 

•om• •tepe in pa.r9uadin9 the individual" that 

this .an n• sino•re in what he wanted t:o do 
. ;.v~· to.r~minoX'i~. i\nd got a 1ot of disregard 

for. or diaagreemeot with what X was tryinq 

huttiea call tor [R. Sargent.] sarq• Shriv•r~ 

Who - QQ~ and ••·one of the -.:Jt~:..t 
indtvidll•l• you'd want fto talk~d with 

. . ~ . 

hi• very pleaaul mantu•z;b' and w.orkin9 and 



talking with these people ae)Jnetimes ten and 

twelve hours a day. He slept in iay roomt,JJO 
~ 

I know how hard he worked .trying to persuade 

the•• people~ _!h•t I think ~ had some effect • 
. · ~- -

STBWAltTa But this definitely waa a aubject on many 

people'• minds? 
--~ _...<.::· / 

Y••~ yea. A.11 through. i had the same 

s i 
aiaila:w:- aituation when I w~ inatr'1(1~ed tc> go 

to Cleveland with Coaqra•sm• [William L.J 
He was 

Daw.aon. 1hl KUii· going a.a the ziepreaentative · 

o.f the Demoe~atic Party, the ilpOketman. at.nd 

! wu <JOing •• the ap0keam.an ft>r John Rennedy. 

And the general question waa. at that time, 

\ l thi• .an hun • t don] nor · ha• he said anything 
-- . '{p -that would 9iv• you th• impsre••i- that. he 

favo:rt• equal OppQrtunity" .ad how can you 

convirtde u that thia i• what. he•• goinq to 
(II 

do. \'rh• only way I ·can explilin i~ i• bec&U•e 

I• ve . knOwn t.he m;:J (.i thlt tiime) for •om. 

nin• or ten yea~a. and X know how h• feels 
t 

iftw~rdly~·· c:aloulit•• al.1 ~hi• m°"*l) 



STIWARTa 

interpreted aa a political 

the way it has to be inter• 

ind!vidua1 x can tell you 

how he will react when he is fao6d with t.hese 
11 ?~ 

p%'obleois. ~ What 
..-;:. 

to be the t•ct. 

I said to them turned out 

At that time I wa. just moving around from 

organization to orqani~ation~ ~ne 
~ -. . . - -of my joba; tor in.stance, the MaA!ions_-• . ....in erase --you' re not familiar with it:---=ara not supposed 

If. 
to -.g-a;e in polit;ical activity in any way 

witthin the ttmple of the Masons. the Maeonic: 1 . 
. . l 1;k,e . . 

Hal ~ W\nd :t can rtJOall being holed up in a 
OJ _Jin'\. 7 

:toom ii'l(t)St. Louil 1!011 four day• Whil" waitin~ 

tor the Supreme council tO try to act on a 

J:'eaol.ution wnlch % had phrued ~~oualy 

as l>O••~f~'' bUt wot"king throug~ the outside 

ito the inside teying t;oqet thi• r••olution. 
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room 
And twas afraid to leave the hote1/to ·see what 

action they were 9t>in9 to take on it. Another 

time % had te> 90 to the Baptist convention in 

Philad•lphia. X don'i: know whether you recall 

that o:r not. There was a big squabble aa to 
__/ 

whe'tth•r or not the .racks°" forces o;;g/I there 

Wlls another faction: they had a bi9 fight 

at the conventtioil hall. so much so that we 

wtre tryinq to get a resolution throuqhi there 

that the ihtptist convention would endorse his 

p.-••1dertcy, anc;1;;..of aou••• th•t was the 
~ 

reli9io'1• iaeue aqtd.tt, and we had quite a lot 

of ditficntlty~an!eule.rly with their .-own 

d1••<1rffnumt• qettift(J t.O the ~iolent atage • 

.__ ~/Z__.@ ~·re •qm.n I wa• Uthe midd1~~ut thl\t 
.... ._. 

Wb ~at i did mainlp tathei:" than go_inq 

. . . <?~ I.. 
atr•tly to th~ polrv•· x jut: t~velad 

aroUrtd from one oonv•n,ioa to anotheJ.P for that 

eight OX" tlin• *'C>nth p•riOc!. and X t1111•t have 

gon• to maybta f ifteft of th-' dam things to 
"'.'"\ 

••• if I c0u14 get a reao1u/td.ou the~ .J 
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. . . . . ~A 
per•oul in aom• inatane$•, naminq him by\me, 

and imperMnal in o11her !nstrmc&!•fryillJJ to 

qet the principle of n.ot turninq this man 

baclt becau•e ne•a a catho11-;;p ~ependi.ng on 

Where t wen~or not tu~inq thi• man back 
') . 

beo•u•• he han•t made the tort~iCJht: statement 

that you thi.ttt that he ouqht to make, and that 

•c>rt of thuJ. All sort• of conventiona. 

~-- lU.4 th• civil rights and the .:eell.qioUj 

qu•ation• get quite inte:rtanqled at titnes? 

'IUClCBa.f Yee. lu1oauae irt Ul Ne<Jto.- org~atiort*, all 

of them., I dott•t. oare Whether it'• the conventiOl1 

. . . .7 ~~ . of :•ird:t•••tr'° or "l~1•r it• a convention of 

$RC (Stud•nt 111<>nviolent coordinating Committee) fV 
~ · . ) 

thet"h int•r••ted in. equal QPPoittunity. And 
•• imaeh 

•aob .ot th• oq•ihlation• will give ••••II* 
t.ime to it, 1n•Yl>• on a diff•ttent l*'lel or in 

a 4iffet-ent aamu~r. but in back ot w•ey ei11gle 

lr~Jro oltqanlsatd.on J.n thi1 c::ountey thft• iii~ V~ 
.U••tit>n of ct1vil ::tight•• and w• have to · deal 

w' •"' .. i...._ ·'f!.fl.Jl .~~_.. 
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,ftlWAR'ra And how did th• reli.qious problem g•nerally 

eom• in to the aihat!on~ Or did it to any 
qreat extent? 

l'VODl• 'l*he only on• that % went to wae thi• f!•pti*t 

na bi. orta1 eonve11tioa, an~a• x ••i~., ha.d 
...5 ~ 

an intem!l1 •t~tJf 1.- th•re~ •o much 1110 

th•t the preaident ot it wa• ~cl ott th• 
r; 

•t•9~ and h11 had to oonduet hie m••t1n9 

in an Ut•l"OOm otf eonventi~ hall 1ik• thil!I 
._, D.. ~~j 

with •o Dt!att.Y pe<;pl~~ltcemen theJ:>e. 

~et t ev• in that •pl it orqatSirtlltion we 

~• ab1• tt f•t tit• r•olution to hill Whl.<4 . 
. , J...._.f;.,. ,-:V' r"/. . \jl ,, . . . .. """"'! 

~A aet:.i ttpeJ\ favorab'!j' jd t:hen he bcM::&ae 

one. of ~h• WAtY •trrcmg .uppo:tt•~• tlf Preaid•nt 
~ 

JCeM-4Y l~urb bd . by vtrtu of hi:• •"PPOrt 

they h•• .al>1• to get IDQCh Wpport l!tom th• 

las>titt• ·~ ·••·<#0 sa.pti•t oi-ghi*•tiO!l which 
~.· .. · .. 5 .· · .· . . 

ii th• 1.,.~ ~•ltgioat oirg•1•tion we have 

.t ... ·h·•· ~~~·· · ;J.D, "" · . ,..~·-x • 
. ""' ft'....,t Wi t~-..ia '11• et"'11 wtc;ht• Clf.•i-•ioa of it •~tion 

l- "-' 

it:•• b••n ir..,ott9d that th•x-. vae flcronetct•rlble 
. Fri 

iJ)IOunt of 1ntem11 hiOi:ioftj•peoillil.y ~ 
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and N. as1ume ~hr! ver and othGr people. wJ!re 
~ •Wl!r• .,.t involved in a!IY of th .. ~ , 
Well, if there WU by ft'iCtion X certainly 

don•t. thiftlc it waa )eeaue of -.ny partieular 
~r 

p<>licy.. ! tthi~ it could have l>.een. • • .. ,- '7 

tf there wa8 now* % cU.d.n't r~Ognize it, bu.~ 
having bftn in p<>litlca for a long time,\I 

' ) 

know that there are many people Who anqage -
in this •••lled bfi.ghtin9 beoause they 

want to be th• <11lo••t oae to the oandi.dat~ 

n ,ether they be al1QCesatu1 or not ia anc>ther i 
.c-

qu..est.ioa, bu~ they wafit to b• the one closest. 

tri th•t ••~•• th••• uaay h.,,_ 'been. '£¥' kSlOW 

th.at Mar9i~einq • ~a •••tirnes played her 

lend · .. -e tr .. -Jta - . , .... ·. ~:1. ... ..., and "tha~ -r &< . ft"-4'& .. . ~ vn YW# .. ~ '"~ . 1j. SO lii 

of thtnh} '.bti-t I &m•t ~11\k that lt -. ovet" 

uy ba•ic:: pirOblem~ot poller. x think it was 

.OJre a matt.er ot whb wa•-' • ~ le4.,.6 and why 

~ldn•t :t btl the 1~ nllhU than~ and 

that eort of thing,_ l>ec•u• .t•m to be the one 



thil\9 ft'Om him. All hl'l•se people were looking 

tor j~ jttct!'f f ooure•• th• more they · did 

I auppoae the lt\QX'e import.ant they could be 

't preswned tc b~ and p:roblbiy be of tered th~•e 

type• of job•"'(~_; I ••Y j went down 

. theta; deetded l'd qO · to to. Angeles, so I 

didn.'t see a11 of t.hi• going en in the office. 

An~ln. addition to tb.a~X bad made it 'Very 
._:> :....> 

plain t.hat :t 'Waa just ift it beaau#e of my 

penonal acbn!••t.ton. tor this JIUlft.. and. x didn • t 

want any job. and th•Y knew that. Somewhat 

in~ep--4•t in a ••Me• 

.-.. "'re you at a11 1nvo1v•d in the :teqistrati.on 

caapa:Lga. th• veey euccenltti t-G9i•t8tion 

o.lln\paign that va• C'Ol\hc~ed fXfOn\ waahinqton? 

TtlCOaJ Ro• 



~R'.L't leeause X thi~ there was some ra16tionahip 

with the civil rights • • • 

Well. the.re may h~• been a civii. rights 

sect.ion that bad about eiqht or nin• people 

in !t. {!iirjorie •• at: leut the ti.t~lar 

· heaa. •h• WJtS ~he ~u.rector. Anet x think this , 

Wlll! when thiil came \!p blieau•• bl:rl•'.flthough~ 
h• waa ••part of t.hu ci-v!l righ;~ .... · ctn · · 

-~ 
'- =~v-th the~~~•ection, he .tidldk 

no . 
kD* a t .lt:le. And ? think it wa• to pacify 

. . 1' . 
they looked a.tound bd •••d ~·11 mtlke you 

~i1·~ _)" •••c>eti•t• direato~ ~ :rJ!Uk a._.._,. w•• on• 

of·• ._,.... 11f/N~v-. ~r,,....el$d wi~h K ............ A.,·. . :t eten•t . .. ..,,. .,It . f~~ . ll"Y .. ~!fQH~ • . 

th.ink ihe ~ MY eonntct!oil with th• oivll 

itlCJhb •'"-'tion 1.t all. Pr•ak"aft.er th• cemp•ign . . j .• 

~a11r vot 901.ftgrl'l-wurfn a •••~the •ame ·•• i 
' ..l _) J w••·· .ae _was .xhibJ.t one. :t he\fe to t•u9~ 

'. ·. ·.-" . 
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&$COnd hi• nomination, bee·a.use, as Jack said, _ 
/"I . ) l I {' ·1 ' - . . • <' (/ ---~ o{ l/;vv- . ~ /J •' 

~You·'•• not i.ftatamt anou9h~ ~~he was 

te1linq me th!lt too. muy people might not 

know that youJre 1'•qro •PP•arinq Qn th• 
{j,,..,- t.X 

telev!•i<mA X won•'t get credit t•r it.- .lo t.hey 

1i\lCJCJ••ted that; l'r*ftk 8-Ye• do i~ rather than 

la X won14 hlW• liked nothinq beft-ter1 I WU 

, quite dtsappotrt'ted• But Prank, 9&tting back 

to What t wall. aayiaq, aatu.a1ly WU.ft •t aonnecrt.ed 

with ~h• o.lvi.1 tigh~• Mct:!Qn at '111., He was 

tihlll ~would ~y h~.JJ.c be 

••• wbem h• inad• hia ~ious touP 0 ~,£ 

hll ~ to hatori <mo• in ~onnection with 

ttbt• ~l•tntioa, but ~'\ wun•t ••t.rf' x 

~eo•11 ii. .,,_ thOU9btX want t.o that snetttln9 ~ 

a »md.•1 1,in••· · ·'lhat. vaa ~uat a cpnual 

lr'egi•t•at!o~ tih~ ••t up oOJOltlitt••• all 

ovexi the COW\ti:y,. ,Partiw1arly b th• ••ta 



\ . 

. · .. 

. ·• 

S'tBWAa\'1 wer• you gc•r•11y •atisfiri with the operation• 

of th•• ciitil t19'lta •tetioo.e? <W•r•ll how 

WW14 you ••••• th•ir contr.ib'Jtion to the 

~ign •ffOJ:!t? 
U46 

t think !\ 1IQ quit!e a contJtibution.: Aqain, 

j\\&J• lt/11• to go 'baGk enc! look at the vote 

th th• lllt9u ait1•••· Chi¢•go, MtJ."Olt, 

PhUli«elphi~ roii•u filld ttiat the ma;1odty 

ot, Iii• ~1~ ..;-the .,w,"1h. -*'ht 
li)~~ th• ... ~ftitiyi but ~1-~•et*tetUz 

ll - . 
•f ·th• v•-BCMJttMti .. 'u4 yw• 11 find t1t•t · . ! . n· . .· ... ,, . . . . . . . . . . .· 
~~ht ·~lrh• p~iy voted. fOl: him thhe tO 

I . 
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ba•ed <>n that, X thinkf c~rtainly;r• were 

•ucoeuful. ,. And yO'll oan ·~· t lov• o.u~~ 
- ' ' ~'-~~ . ' ' ------

_,,/~~Marti~itbe~. M,G. did all excellent 

;ob ih gett.inq the etory of Kennedy al>Out. 

a\\lit clid a wond•rfut jo't;~ 
• 

~· w ~re Y'Qu at .al1 fearful dltt'ing the campaiqn. 

t~t Kennedy wa.- g.oinq beyond whau 4ould 

p0a•ibly be d•Uveieed? i •nt thinking 'Speeifieally 

· t:bey bit! a dc»t11titutional rights com.ttntion.,, 
<: j /.v 

'l-1...., V\! rv\... C.. , 

i beUave it wu ai.l.led.. in sew Y:::~l:~tain 

reeolutionJJ welte ad0pted that w.nt/l beycmd 

c~the ~ratie pl•t.fo.l:'m of that yeH•J:. 

'8" you at .a11 !oarhl. '1lat people would .•• ,. . 

\IOCIUt i •m ilcJt fiudl!q wi.t.h wtult you• x-e .•aying. 

i waa UV'• f.U!u1. ot the people. beQaus~ --

. tbitt. the p.ople would f••l that he ·wu going 

,.~• ,....•11M:• in t:.h1•· .. ·· i 4 .,hat• · .. .-.. ... t .· ...... •r• ,J.f.!fl'S'W!'- "'- .. J . ' . ' • ~ "' ' • WOA .. Y~ .. 

~fft.~P.• after :t go11- to talld.119 

vlth tho• ~1• ~· ·tile i.rdd .. matte qtoupa 

i q-. out. •••·lilt' 'fi'U'Y •ti•fi.ed with the 

way they Qd•i'fea what x had t0 •*Y at that 
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t.trne. SI> I 11lan•9'l•• th• atranqot 

thing .in the "'Ot1~ that: even thou~ the man ~11;' 

t~ a proverbial p0irtt: qf •ie~eci'leek·ed 

th~9'h with a hundred ~oua*rtd vOt••• t h•ve 

nw•I!' felt any pea•W$nl in my can.tire ••aoei• 

ation with him~ l n..--.r dreamed th.•t it would 

b4 *• close u it ~11t t t:hink most ot th4' 
-... 

people in th.e .c;t~ed.<Jn wa~ked off f6&1inq 

the ilbe way. so they Wlttre q$ittinq their 

mdsttg·e ac.J:'Offs1:-t.h9"•tt n"O d&ubt .et>ut it# and 
~ 

we well'e qettinq ~ m•••Utq• •~"•• 
$-?!MA.,,• What wa• yo\tr t>•ac:ttd .. on to the n•• tkd econ 

aftll:' the inauqiun\t·ton that t'hu• woul.<tn • t 

lNa ·any civil ~i9ht• laq!•laid.an. at l••t. !n 

1M1? t'1id you: fe.•1 a l•t ~"•• many t*OPle 
) 

d.ld? 

so,. b.aau• :t was . nrt th•t bai-4 on •~tt" 
/ tYv · ~ ~- ---· 

le.et t.ha e)(ltQ\ttiv• 4eci81cm~the:t. that . . . . . .. · l~ . . .. . . . . _j .·. . . ~ . 

h~ would tto ·what•• cdtild in that ca~1ty 

itatl}er thltt be o~ncem;d llbo1.tt ~lui C9nP••·• 

'41id> ~ "**" tl\!11 thf.#9 ~ llJld ewerb c-. ,I ~ 



. ~ . ~P' . . f\ 
and delay ~tJ. ~erT . . · ~ .· w.ttk t .h• width of a pen~\ 

~~1(//v ~- . 

tfte~ hehfe1t~tthe feeling ot ~h• country on 

VU!Ou&t p()!ftt~ h$ COtJ1d determine Wh•t ~-~~ ') . . , I ·I _ 
/ .... ~~.r- - ... ~ " ~~l --:J ' /I~ '~ I ~-~ · 

Coni;p:e1;1s \ftfttld take metith• to do., so t '\~~ 

beqauae tb,i:• ns 'b.fftl1.1•• of t:he taith that :t 

thid in th• w•y t•• awre that he WQuld hllv'e 

c-onc\uat.ed · himielf; and · it t::~ed ®t that way. 

He •• a aaltttiOW:J -~ ;(tl'r••• ~ doubt ~u.t 
· tha~~ ~ d10la6onlt at . that nature. bu~as l 

a-_.,l\you c*tl•t arqu• with l!J\\ceeaa. B$ mad• 
) 

the detel:llliuatione"aad they t.\Umed out to be 
..'.:> 

8til\WM'ft Otte other ~•tion llbc>ut th• <Jbpaign.. w.~e 

yn at all tnvolved in any eff.c>.rta to g~t 

op• en40ra_.nt• f~ •~in Lutb-.J:> King or 

:oth•l::" civt1 r!ghu iffdera? 

. r . 

)tot pe~a117. · When ' x say not pe~1.lY I 

b6W that the eetl.on -thtlt w• waJte imrol111e4 
1 • wa11 a~t~ iii . · t"" ;L.._ .......... :t · no... o ~""-~ - -""" ... ·. . - ~ . _If.,., . . q ..... ~.,, ~ ' . ·"" • . .,..~ .... nt> 

... ~t11. x 9't••• w~w•t~ tryil\q to do iu ()pft1y 

. bei•ws•. WI ~/a. -~t~ ,fo:4 o1t far~qed appolnttnertte . 

. - .·.< . :. ~"' _,.'.;J~:.;;;'.i:~:_:. ··, ,• . \ ·. . 
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fo1" 1'e>y Willd.na to h•~ a private talk 

with him. WIJ ••h6ged · for Whitney Yottftg to 

hav• a~~ with him._ Martin Luther 

King, .v~(fb P:aurme"''idal at that t~ who 

wU W"!.th (!ORB [~•a of lltacial. Bqttalitr.y~ ~ 
/nd each of th$ n.d a prl••te con~erenca 
With him. So bl that · •en••t--?" !f!G 'tleX"• 

j ..) 

trying to 9e\ encto~••ents, even. to t.he 

..-tent oi jil&t gf)tting theiit sympatny even 

if they CO\tldn•t thr~h their orqani~tions \r'J!~,.:., ti tJ. 

off ieially endotse him. 

SW&WAa'l't Was thi• dfoit' t•ll•i-all.:y fJUOce•sfl1.1? 

~· · Acp!n,. you h••• to loott back tnd eee What 

bQ h.;ppa-4. 

~t w.. x a..•an b , • ..,. of th••• particular 

•••--•k• indf.vtdua;is .Y'OU ~ei\tiobed • 

., .. , 1*4 ••Y nee•••fu1. A;ain, x•• ••ying' 
What h*• ~ppeJld, h~ tttOng-ly they too~ 
:to bi• tide 'tthtttt b•--. pr•id.cleut, aetu11y, 

au th• way dowa ·'1\a line. 



. . . . 

.. .. 

. \ . ' .· ' . 
:~ ;. ~: . . . . 
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You say you had absolutely no intention of 

'oininq the l(ennedy Administration.. Did you 

ever weaken in this .,determination not to go 
n -. 

t .o Washington with the Administratj.on? 

Or were you ever tempted to go? 

Yes'jt was on two or 

he sent me over t o 

three ocoaaions. In fact, 
C-+.-10 -~ . 

in Africa for the 

express purpose of seeing how I likJthe country 

-J ' ,1 ' 
with the hope"l)A'and at that time the country 

named 4I was supposed to become ambassador to 

Tan9anyika11 which has since become Tanzania, 
) 

although I didn't see that country .when X was 

over there. It was generally understood that 
'"/ 

thi• was~ot only •n .honor to be representing 

tbe President, but it was a. •ort of a test caee 

to a-ee if h• coul~ involve me lin the Adminis-. .-· d 
tJ:atiDlh And I bad . OUera ~ l't,.g in to tbe 

Justice Department, X suppose as one of the 

AHi~ant Attorney Qene~ls · Or .aomething like 

that. aut :t felt that' t didn't want to do it. 
i'· eJ_.i ~ 

. Wa•n•t parsuad.ed eve~ :after he 4Mlf/they have 

\\: 
. . 

' 
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been tryin9 to get me to come to Washington, 

but I won't go. 
~~ .1A .,,J. ,_ --...) 

STEWART• ~Y- you mentioned your trip to ~~'-y"--,:,' J" 

"~ wae it-for the independena~ f-~1 ' · ,j~ r 

TUCJ(B.R1 That's right. 

m 

.. !. 

; 

' ' I 
. l r-
. f ' /; 

Did you meet with the President either before 

or after tha~trip, or with iQ,..~'("--'-- in 

the White Bouse? 

' That was funny. My daughter had just gotten 
. ~- ·(.,.,,~ L/v_Q../-....R._.I 

married, and~~ sitting out on the patio 

relaxing. Father was worrying ebouu paying 

the bills and so forth. And someone yelled 
' 

.j./'JJ 
out the back door; .. Th• President)i:c;m the 

phone .. " Of aourae, we all took i.t as a joke;'\..
.._) 

andnobc>dy paid any attention to it, and even 

with· a lot af persuasion, we just sat there 

:and · laughed •t. the aituation. However, when 

',! ; ''··' . X did finally decide to get up te> 90, we lost 

1 the .c~nnectic>n~~o I picMd up the phone -; . 

ll 
And he a aid, ,ye~th• 

' '-'"' 

: ·~ and called Ralph Dunga~. 
: ) 

c:ouldn • t waity- '~ 

:· ·· . . ~~ 



You see this was on a .Mon.day. " • • 
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TUCKER.t ••• t:hie way as far as I'm concerned. And 

he aaid, ... can you go to Gabon?"~~d that's 
..,,. 

how that happened. ·· 

STEWART• Who e.lse was in? There ~ere three people that 

went, 'Weren • t there.i 

I see. Were you ae imp.reseed • " • 
~:asu 

Be and X we ref\ of fioial representatives. Jane 

ju•t went to ac:oompany him:r:-a11y. 

S'l'BWART1 were you ae impossed ae mtuU: people were 

with th• kffinity that many African leaders had 
;;r 

with Pt'tll8ident. Kennedy? Orwa~ evi<Jent at 

that time? This was irt ·Augqst of 1965' -1? ~-..R., • 

Y••· J didn't diacnt•• th• President at that 

time at any great length with the President 

there. l was moi:e concerned with the man in 

' : ·' • .. · :~ 
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the st.reet. And using Mtf~Englehart .as an 

!nterpreter1':-I epent. most of my time there around 

- H - ~ - J 
the wrrf and in th• oity and villages talking to 

the .J?$Opl- about, not so much about the personality 

never came u~ ~ut as far llS personalittes were 
._. 

oonceitned we did tal~ about the relative worth 

of the croutttry and what it could do for Gabon 

which at that time ba.q just been~ s~p~rated from 
- ~.A-

France. foli • year. And I thi.n~ we were 2'Ucoeseful 

in persu.adin9 Sa.:rqe to get the Peace corps started 

oiter th•r'fh 'they •••med to be receptive to that 

so:t:t of thing; so J would auppc•e they w•r• not 

so muc~~hey weren•t in a fr~ ot mind to 

cud.tioi*' beollWle they lcnW~ wen 9oing 

to have to get acme h•lP from us.. so X would 

si.y that. •v.n if they hd so• criticiann of 

eith$r tru. country or th• peraonalit!es in it~ 
- ..:.J 

th•y ~-•~d _ tb911 becauee they wanted help .. 



~they finally g.ot it. 
~--,.,. 

S'l'EWAW1'1· You s.ay you did talk to the Presid•nt on your 

. 7' 
return about the· trip~ 

Administration. 

W<>, I don* t think so.. t thiitk that wha.t h~fl 
. ( .... M.u - ·- _7 - - Vv~ iv 'IWIA•:Ybtl u.w.111t:J.cau:rtil•" 1n th• back 

of hi• ·blind that lle· 00\lld help •ol.ve the 

· ' ~. lit~Uon. bf.,!le•OUt.1-V• oJ:4-~ fl!ld lnt•nded to 
' . . - . 
I; 

;do. ao. and; • ._ • a•rtlk!n:ly there waa a ne•d, 
.. ~--.. . 

1
1;:>\tti it d14n•t hav. ~ ;o be 'dOl\a· by l•gislation, 
\ 
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moat exp<1ditious wari,~x•m convinced thOlt 

h• believed that people should be given an 

•pportunity ;regardle•a of the accid•mt of 

birt~ )nd X think he want~d to make an honest 

try of th•t first. As he started making his 

eeleo.tion• for appointment• to varioU.S position• 

throughout the coun~ I think he made it 

obvious that what. he intended to do was to 

' pie:- qualified people •nd be color¥ blind 

in a &int~in the hope flh•t this would ~lleviate 
.;, ~~ 

th• .nece•sity for: legialat:loA ·~ aoula be 

long ~ri~ ~£ time, and that if he gave these 

posit1oria that th~~ woU;ld ~ an awaltftnin9 that 

t~• ""Pl<i Wer.t oapabl~ *lld tlult l,t w\11.lld .~ 
SI · · \ 

, ~~er th•n to tl!l' .t~en to trt0ve •long wit.~ ~~' . 

· ~asive lfl9ia1atd,on. ae never diaeu•a~<i - ~hui\ 
wtth • lMU•~•Qn.•l"ly, but :t think thl.t*a. wh~~\~~'-·· . 

~~::. . .. . :, .+· 
thought. be•_. :r looked ai:oun4 and ... where \ . . . \ 

: 

11\ 

he pu' th«s• people. '. unit•• st•t•s »i•a~tc,t \\ 
\ '· . . 1: '>lo' 

,11\ ,,,, ___ 

"· ' ,'. ·.,,. . -~~· ; ... ., ·. 

-, .. : ~ ' '., • _I, . ~. -·. . 
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Court .rudge~-/e never had any :ir.gro jwlgU. 

Amba~uiadors to .a aountry other thiJn a black 

country. l'm talki.rtg about [Clifton a. l 

Wharton, whose -aon my d11.u9hter mat"ried. lim 

t~ing ab:>ut earl ~,f1-'h 1'1,_; in th• information 
I You probably could go down th• line. 

a~ncy. JI.. Prank Reeves in the Wh~61 souse ///;. , . , J 
I 1 J c,. . /01 {),IJ-',th-u 

in a ]?0$$.tion other than •uch ~Ed Mor~ -

when he \tM down there he waa th•re •l,?9cif ie•Uy 

' u a Ne9rQ to handle Negro problems• But J?~ 
wa• a White Hou•e assis~nt, •ven though it 

to the po•Ltion of handlting only N$9ro problema. 

)11 X t.hinlt that he •aid, "If l ctan put these people 

int-o th•" &eneitiv• position•, x think ... •" ! 
( 

STBWUT• 

'tUCKBllt 

Well, didn't he appoint Luke MQOre aa united 

Stat•• Marah•l,-\9r wM it Deputy Har•bal,' in 

w: r.-..). ngto3 I-;m nt>t. au:re now wheth•~ Johns® ~ - -

eleva"d him, but l 111\;, • "' •· . - '1'~ feJ.loW that 
. · -- ~' 

. j-~t took [!lam, Hc>ffa to j .ail. 

Oh yea,. Y••~ 

1'U)ce Hc>off'.'.IU'nited St&t.6" ~a' .. :t thiftlt thllt 

-

\ 
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he appointed him. And he put these people in __, 
these sensitive positlo~ and '!.'id, "Now look 

~~ at them and sea how th•y beha~. ~'-and this will 
10- ... if/ j;f - ;; 

give me an Opportunity m>w/I~ make the legisla::-, 

tien that I wanl to offer a little easier." 

S\IJ!MART1 Were you ratil.l aetiV'e in the NAACP during this 

period? 

r have bf:J•n adtive in the NAACP a8 long as I 

aan retr\$rriber. And 1•m. •till a member of the • • • 
-w re you president 
e • " 411· 

No, I wasn't pers!demt then. l retired frOill 
~-.::J) ... -!"t- ( £;. 

that', ~quite a responsibility,. I was 

president ·of the MAACP u:ntil 1960. Now t •m 

just a member, and they call me an elder 

$;.tl&WAR'l's Well, one final questio~. · no~ recall 

d•fend!nq the Preaident~or the Adm1niiatration s 

·~. 

. ··. 



--
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""-~ 
Well, be• s been to my ho..-~ :,:. · .. · - --- .. ·-.. ___ _ .. . . . , . - ·- · -· 

I 

Well., X was invited to the White House &I '7h ).)) Jdc-. /{/J tc .. ~.J:_) 

reaept~~n one 0-r two ocoatsionsft) of course, 
· ·- - -~ i./ ---

th•X'.e we.re hundred~ of~thelf i:>eO?le th•t•11 

Mrs. Tuok$r danced with hi~ }ot since he• a 

be•n T!r.didf((l t:/'f oursa. But that• a bean the 

e~tertt of !t on the aooia1 le~el. l never 

c()nsidered mys-elf a socd~l f rien<J of his.. X 

ol!)llldli't poBaibl~. But I think~ f ,&:vrJ 

c<>nsiaer him a fri•nd. A political allyf}.if 
\ ... 

you want to put it tha't way, but l think he. 

Wate a friG:nd of mine,. It was <iuite a wc>nde:rful 
---to- - . 

£•eling to 'b• able/\ :t don't know lf'h«tther the 

nlllllbGl:'.,S •till . t.herfi or not., DtiC>nal :s-4141., 

:t. think it. --~,:.,. ltSk ~or . the Pftllident,\ ~· 
not be pus~d a:tetlnd ~ ' l ·' d s.ic:k up . the phon~ . .\ 

. . ,. \\ 

and oall.. It 1 s quite a fe•ling. ~rtl a!!)· t" 
-~" ~l.e in tbia aounliey ~an do _tt; . \\ \- ~;:k) ...f. 

~· ·'~ . :·. ·-
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$~ i J>id you tal..~ to him on many ocoaa iQn.s? 

~·· 
. . . . ' 

.I would say eetveral. :tt all depends on what 

. jl .. . / I yoti mean by Many. But on •nough occasion• 0 
I oertauly didn't ntake any frivol·ous •••ti• 
calls- Anyti.mot X called i.t was for a purpose., 

Or many tim•• when he d!dn't have an opp0rtunity 

Or m. want.a some informatioi6' or •-t:hiltg 

from met, he may not have aaJ.lAd himself, but 

or b..lph or aOtllebo(fy who wa.• dawn there. It 

wa• just like gett.A.ng f• call from him.- "rou 

Pr••id4*11t YQ\l get away ~ the p$Ople1

, you 

don't belong ~o an~y anymo1:•fr"rea.1.ly.o 

Oby~ ts t.h•R anythh19 yau want to aay 

. in aono1u~ or haJiomt We ~ pLJ,· --4:,. 11 ~ 
. . . ' .. . . . . . . ~ . 

1-• . l dott•t know •h~U!· •la• to aay, John• · . 
. ~ I .CJ . e-t .~<?J -:../ 

t •• ••1 th•t, ntti#~n~thin~ .111,,.. Ju•t e•t:) 
t think lt·*• ·• ·' . won«.!•l'ful thing tto t\18 t..o · think ·, ' . ~ . 

that· Xdid hlw the op~rtun.J.ty t.o know him 
• • J .' .. • : '\. 

»41'•0nally and: be . fi:i~~dly encl t-o work with 
7 .. . . [ / . . . . / • .. 

. :. . 
·. ~ . . . ' · 



..... ,.., .. , ... 

. .~ 

.-::: .... 

"-s__ J..,,v<?.,..,'-' ~)-1.,A..-~.(_, 
him and to belp him on the wa1~/lit vu ro\l9h 

going at fir11t. It ended up beautifully, and 

certainly we•r• all pleued.. X can remember 

. the night of the election w-. were d(JW!l at 

Hyanni1 waiting for those r•turn• t.o come Ln, 

O~ere you? 

y.a. And _ti\&t was quite an GJtperience in 
~J .J-~'--:;!,t'" · ot--<l/ 

itael:fb/i?@;t~ operat.i911. And .,. flaW 

, <m the <lal!'Ol~;:h~t wQ ~he l•tz few day• 

of th• oanapaig:~/1 to see what.; th• •ew Eng~~~~~ 
/ l "'~'\. 

felt &bout h.inl. Xt wu jut .an eJtperie~ci\t 

woul.drt' t want to t.rado with anything x •·ve 

. ..._ . . >-· 
..... - .. _,r .;.._ 

j . ;~ ' 
... ·.·" 
- ;, ... ~ '. 

_; •1 
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