Dictabelt 4A
September 1962
Item 4A1
JFK:

. . . -xi, Mississippi.

Voice 1:

Yes, Mr. . . .
[Tape skips and seems to repeat itself.]

JFK:

. . . -xi, Mississippi.

Voice 1:

Yes, Mr. President.

JFK:

Thank you.

Voice 2:

Hello. Hello.
[Tape skips.]

JFK:

. . . calling if they want to know who's calling.

Voice 1:

All right. Fine, Mr. President.
[Pause of 75-80 seconds]

JFK?:

Hello.

Voice 3:

All right.

JFK:

Hello? Hello, Governor?

Barnett 1:

All right. Yes.

JFK:

How are you?

Barnett:

Is this . . .

1

Ross R. Barnett
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JFK:

This is the president, uh . . .
[Tape skips and seems to repeat itself. An echo is heard during the next seven
exchanges.]

Barnett:

Oh. Well, Mr. President, [words unintelligible].

JFK:

Well, I'm glad to talk to you, Governor. I am concerned about, uh, this
situation, uh, down there, as I know, uh . . .

Barnett:

Oh, I should say I am concerned about it, Mr. President. It's, it's, it's a horrible
situation.

JFK:

Well, now, here's my problem . . .

Barnett:

[Words unintelligible]

JFK:

. . . Governor.

Barnett:

Yes.

JFK:

This, uh, listen, I didn't, uh, put him in the university, but on the other hand,
under the Constitution . . .

Barnett:

[Words unintelligible]

JFK:

. . . I have to carry out the orders of the, carry that order out and I don't, I get,
uh, I don't want to do it in any way that causes, uh, difficulty to you or to
anyone else.

Barnett:

[Word unintelligible] . . .

JFK:

But I've got to do it. Now, I'd like to get your help in doing that.

Barnett:

Yes. Well, uh, have you talked with, uh, attorney general this morning?

JFK:

Yeah. I talked to him and, uh, in fact, I just met with him for about an hour,
and we went over the situation.
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Barnett:

Uh, did he and Mr. Watkins 1 have a talk this morning? Tom Watkins, the
lawyer from Jackson, or not?

JFK:

Uh, yes, he talked to Tom Watkins. He told me.

Barnett:

Yes, sir. Well, I don't know what . . .
[Tape skips and seems to repeat itself.]

Barnett:

Well, I don't know what un-, I haven't had a chance to talk with him . . .

JFK:

Now just wait . . .

Barnett:

. . . [but?] . . .

JFK:

. . . just one minute 'cause I got the attorney general in the outer office, and I'll
just speak to him.

Barnett:

All right.
[Pause of 15-20 seconds.]

JFK:

Hello, uh, Governor?

Barnett:

Yes. Hold on . . .

JFK:

I just talked to the attorney general. Now, he said that he talked to Mr.
Watkins . . .

Barnett:

Yes.

JFK:

. . . and the problem is as to whether we can get, uh, the, we can get some help
in getting this fellow in, uh, this week.

Barnett:

Yes.

JFK:

Now, evidently we couldn't, the attorney general didn't feel that, uh, he and
Mr. Watkins had reached any final agreement on that.

1

Thomas H. Watkins
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Barnett:

Well, uh, Mr. President, Mr. Watkins is going to fly up there early tomorrow
morning.

JFK:

Right.

Barnett:

And, uh, could you gentlemen talk with him tomorrow? You . . .

JFK:

Yes, I will have the attorney general talk to him and then, uh . . .

Barnett:

Yes.

JFK:

. . . after they['ve?] finished talking I'll talk to the attorney general, uh. . . .

Barnett:

[All right?].

JFK:

. . . on the phone and then if he feels it's useful for me to meet with him . . .

Barnett:

I thought . . .

JFK:

. . . I'll do that

Barnett:

I thought they were making some progress. I didn't know.

JFK:

Well, now, uh . . .

Barnett:

I couldn't say, you know.

JFK:

. . . he and, if he and Mr. Watkins, they can meet tomorrow. Now, the
difficulty is, uh, we got two or three problems. In the first place, what can we
do to, uh, if we ca-, if. . . . First place is the court's order to you, which I guess
is, you're given until Tuesday. What is your feeling on that?

Barnett:

Well, I want . . .

JFK:

What's your position on that?

Barnett:

. . . to think it over, Mr. President.

JFK:

Right.
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Barnett:

Uh, it, it's a serious matter, now I want to think it over a few days. Until
Tuesday, anyway.

JFK:

All right. Well, now let me . . .

Barnett:

Uh, you . . .

JFK:

. . . let me say this, uh . . .

Barnett:

. . . know what I am up against, Mr. President. I took an oath, you know, to
abide by the laws of this state . . .

JFK:

That's right.

Barnett:

. . . and our constitution here and the Constitution of the United States. I'm,
I'm on the spot here, you know.

JFK:

Well, now you've got, uh . . .

Barnett:

I, I've taken an oath to do that, and you know what our laws are with
reference to . . .

JFK:

Yes, I understand that.

Barnett:

. . . and, uh . . .

JFK:

Well, now we've got the . . .

Barnett:

. . . we have a statute that was enacted a couple of weeks ago stating positively
that no one who had been convicted of a crime or, uh, whether the criminal
action pending against them would not be eligible for any of the institutions of
higher learning. And, uh, that's our law, and it seemed like the Court of
Appeal didn't pay any attention to that.

JFK:

Right. Well, of course . . .

Barnett:

And . . .

JFK:

. . . the problem is, Governor, that, uh, I got my responsibility, just like you
have yours . . .

Barnett:

Well, that's true. I . . .
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JFK:

. . . and my responsibility, of course, is to the . . .

Barnett:

. . . I realize that, and I appreciate that so much.

JFK:

Well, now here's the thing, uh, Governor, I will, uh, the attorney general can
talk to, uh, Mr. Watkins tomorrow. What I want, would like to do is to try to
work this out in an amicable way. We don't want a lot of people down there
getting hurt . . .

Barnett:

Oh, that's right.

JFK:

. . . and we don't want to have a. . . . You know it's very easy to . . .

Barnett:

Mr. President, let me say this. They're calling, calling me and others from all
over the state, wanting to bring a thousand, wanting to bring five hundred, and
two hundred, and all such as that, you know.

JFK:

I know, well the . . .

Barnett:

We don't want such as that.

JFK:

I know. Well, we don't want to have a, we don't want to have a lot of people
getting hurt or killed down there.

Barnett:

Why, that's, that's correct. Uh, Mr. President, let me say this. Mr. Watkins is
really an A-l lawyer, an honorable man, has the respect and the confidence of
every lawyer in America who knows him. He's of the law firm of Watkins &
Eager. They have, they've had an "A" rating for many, many years, and, uh,
uh, I believe this, that that he can help solve this problem.

JFK:

Well, I will, uh, the attorney general will see Mr. Watkins tomorrow, and then
I, after the attorney general and Mr. Watkins are finished then, uh, I will be
back in touch with you.

Barnett:

All right. All right. I'll appreciate it so much, now, and, uh, there. . . .
Watkins'll leave here in the morning, and I'll have him to get into touch with
the, uh, attorney general as to when they, he, he can see him tomorrow.

JFK:

Yeah, he'll see him and, uh . . .

Barnett:

Yes, sir.
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JFK:

. . . we will, uh, then you and I'll be back and talk again.

Barnett:

All right.

JFK:

Thank you.

Barnett:

All right.

JFK:

Okay.

Barnett:

I appreciate your interest in our poultry program and all those things.

JFK:

Well, we're . . .
[JFK laughs softly.]

Barnett:

Thank you so much.

JFK:

Okay, Governor. Thank you.

Barnett:

Yes, sir. All right now.

JFK:

Bye now.

Barnett:

Thank you. Bye.
[Phone hangs up.]
[Short pause.]

Voice 1?:

Yes, sir. Are you through?
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Dictabelt 4A
Item 4A2
JFK:

. . . sort of a South Caro-- . . .

Sorensen
1

:

JFK:

. . . [word unintelligible] campaign going on in Alabama, the Republicans are
taking the straight Ross Barnett line [and so forth?].
[Well?], except Eisenhower, they. . . .
[JFK laughs.]

JFK:

Eisenhower's taking a little away from 'em.

Sorensen:

No, I mean the Republicans in Alabama.

JFK:

Yeah, but I mean, uh. . . . Well, I, you and Burke 2 can talk. There's a legal, our
legal obligation to Tuesday affect when we go with this guard, that's the point.

Sorensen:

Yeah.

JFK:

Okay, and you're thinking about, you're w-, give me some thoughts the
speech, is that right?

Sorensen:

Right.
[Phone seems to hang up.]
[Machine noise for 6 minutes.]

1
2

Theodore C. Sorenson
Burke Marshall.
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Item 4A3
[Phone rings.]
Lincoln 1:

Hello?
[Short pause. Sound on tape ends.]

1

Evelyn Lincoln
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