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March 4, 1963 

Dictabelt 9B, Item 9B3 

JFK: . . . [word missing] are you familiar with that?  

Sylvester1

JFK: Okay. What did Gerrity [Thomas P. Gerrity?]. . . . What did Gerrity go on to 
say about that? Did he. . . . He quoted Gerrity. Is that an accurate quote? "We 
actually went into high gear to support the Cuban plan the tenth of October. 
Nine days later all essential support for the first seven days of operation were 
in place in Florida." 

: Yeah, I have a, have it right in front of me. 

Sylvester: Apparently he had something like. . . . Here's the answer we are, uh, I was just 
about to take down to the newsroom that we've worked up here. 

JFK: Yeah. 

Sylvester: “The Air Force movement of supplies to support the Cuban contingency plans 
was not based on any advance information about Soviet missiles in Cuba and 
Representative Arends” [Leslie C. Arends] “knows it. General Gerrity's own 
testimony made it clear that these supply movements were the results of a 
continuous review of our Cuban contingency plans. As General LeMay” 
[Curtis E. LeMay] “pointed out to Mr. Arends following his questions about 
General Gerrity's testimony, ‘We had no more intelligence than anyone else or 
no more idea than anyone else that the Cuban operation was coming off. The 
reinforcement of our air defenses in the southeast U.S. had, in fact, been going 
on for several weeks prior to October 10th.’” 

JFK: Yeah, that was just that one, uh, squadron, wasn't it? 

Sylvester: You remember Ros Gilpatric [Roswell L. Gilpatric], uh, we sent a Navy 
squadron down, uh, to Key West? 

JFK: Is that what he is referring to? 

Sylvester: Well, he's not, but that's what we're referring to in that last sentence. In other 
words . . . 
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JFK: I think you ought to lead with LeMay. Just say that, uh, Congressman Arends, 
uh, knows that the statement he made at St. Petersburg is untrue and, uh, that 
General LeMay, uh, stated, uh, subsequent to Lt. General Gerrity at a meeting 
at which Congressman Arends was present that, uh, the, uh . . . 

Sylvester: We had no more . . . 

JFK: Yeah. 

Sylvester: . . . intelligence than . . . 

JFK: Yeah. 

Sylvester: . . . anyone else or no more idea than anyone else. 

JFK: Yeah, put that right at the top and then say, there was, some supplies to which 
Lt. General Gerrity were moved, uh, were because of a, put into Cuba, uh, into 
southern Florida because of the military build-up in, in, uh, Cuba and were 
unrelated, and were not the result of any knowledge about missiles. 

Sylvester: Now let me start with, The time that, uh, we . . .  

JFK: Yeah. Okay. 

Sylvester: . . . the chief explanation that we made were the reinforcement of our air 
defenses . . . 

JFK: That's correct. 

Sylvester: . . . in the southeast United States. That what we . . . 

JFK: That's right. But, which Congressman Arends. . . . All this Congressman 
Arends knew very well and it's regrettable, uh, that he did not, uh, explain it, 
uh, in Florida, that he chose to give a different explanation in Florida. 

Sylvester: All right. I'll just draw up. . . . I'll redo. . . .  

JFK: Yeah. Better do that quickly though. 

Sylvester: Adam, Adam Yarmolinsky did this one in the short [word missing].  

JFK: Yeah. I think LeMay is the place to lead with though. 
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Sylvester:    But, I'll change this around. I think you're right.  

JFK: Yeah. Okay. 

Sylvester:    [Words missing], Mr. President.  

[Telephone disconnects.] 




