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Dictabelt 19C 

May 22, 1963, 5:30 p.m. 

Conversation #3: President Kennedy and Roswell Gilpatric 

President: -------- I understood this fellow that you've got over there now is not as good 
as Norm Paul in liaison with the Congress. 

Sec. Gilpatric: Well, we didn't, uh, we thought [David E.] Dave McGiffert was pretty good. I 
see Roland Evans says that he isn't. 

President: Oh, I see, that may be it. Stew [Stewart Alsop] may have told me from that, 
don't you think? Does he a . . . 

Sec. Gilpatric: Well, Stew has done a lot of talking. I don't know where Roland Evans got all 
that story from today. But I know that Stew who keeps calling me about this 
whole thing. 

President: Yea, he is very exercised about it. But it is a rather difficult problem because 
you don't have anybody particularly who can take your place and the other 
hand to pass over. [Paul] Nitze . . . is a . . . In any case, we can talk to Bob 
[McNamara] about it again when he comes down, though when he left, he 
was still going ahead with Paul [Nitze]. In my opinion, we ought to, uh, if we 
are going that way, we ought to go because otherwise it just builds up. 

Sec. Gilpatric: I think so. I do think one thing, Mr. President, and that is we ought to get 
somebody else over here in public affairs. Bob has got to have somebody who 
is going to be helpful to him than [Arthur] Sylvester is, or else somebody in 
addition. I was wondering about Bill Atwood. Is there any chance we could 
use him when he gets back? 

President: What about, uh, you think this fellow in liaison with the Congress is any good. 
You think he is, do you? 
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Sec. Gilpatric: I think he is. I have talked to a lot of Congressmen about him and I haven't 
found any second thoughts about him. But maybe Larry, uh. 

President: Why don't you check, uh, I will have Larry check on that. I don't know 
whether Atwood would take the job, uh, Sylvester's job. Well, I hadn't even 
thought of that. Good, okay, I will check into that. 

Sec. Gilpatric: Alright, I will see you tomorrow, I am going up with you. 

President: Righto, fine. 




