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July 25, 1963 

Dictabelt 23D, Item 23D3  

JFK: . . . [here?].  

Bundy:1

JFK: The only adv-, the only reason to wait 'til Sunday, uh, which would be 
somewhat better TV time would be, uh, that, uh, we would have Harriman

 Yes. 
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Bundy: We're sending a plane, Mr. President . . .  

 
back here. When will we know whether we could get Harriman back if we 
sent a plane for him? 

JFK: Yeah. 

Bundy: . . . and arranging to have it there from Saturday noon on. So that i-, we won't 
know about Harriman's return probably until the end of the day today. 

JFK: That'll be enough time. 

Bundy: I don't think myself that, uh, the TV prime time is very important, Mr. 
President.  I, the more I think about it the more I side with Murrow3, but, uh, 
and Tom Sorensen4

JFK: Yeah, yeah. 

 was emphasizing it again today that the shortest possible 
gap between signature and your, your striking the key note is . . .  

Bundy: . . . is essential. But in any event, uh, are you talking to Ted5

JFK: No, I'm just dealing with Pierre.

 about it? 

6

Bundy: I think the best thing to do that the best thing to do is, uh, just for Ted's own, 
uh . . . 

 

                                                 
1 McGeorge Bundy, special assistant to the president. 
2 W. Averell Harriman, assistant secretary of state for Far Eastern affairs and head of the treaty delegation. 
3  Edward R. Murrow, director, United States Information Agency. 
4 Thomas C. Sorensen, deputy director (policy and plans), United States Information Agency. 
5 Theodore C. Sorenson, special council to the president. 
6  Pierre E. G. Salinger, press secretary to the president. 
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JFK: Get it [finished?]. 

Bundy: . . . peace of mind is to get it done and to stick to Friday and then change if 
you want to. 

JFK: Okay.  Right, fine. Thank you.  

Bundy: Right. 




