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Dictabelts 

Dictabelt 26A 

August 16, 1963 

Conversation #2: President Kennedy and Vice President 

1:00 P.M. 

President: ------------ situation you know, we got a vacancy here. 

Vice President: Yes. 

President: I was thinking of [Raymond] Telles, what do you think? 

Vice President: Who? 

President: Our Ambassador to Costa Rica; Mexican. 

Vice President: Mr. President, I don't know a thing in the world about his administrative 
ability. He was a good mayor . . .  

 President: Yeah. 

Vice President: . . . and I hear good reports on him in Costa Rica. 

President: Yeah. 

Vice President: But as an administrator, I just don't know. 

President: Yeah. 

Vice President: He is a good man and I would think uh, I would have to question about his 
real intellectual power. Whether he has what you want. But . . . really need to 
do something for that group. And it would set mighty well with the Latin 
Americans. Now California feels mighty left out. 
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President: Yeah. 

Vice President: They think Texas has gotten off with more than they are entitled to because of 
_____ and the Latin Americans judge and the Latin American District 
Attorneys. They feel like we have let them down and they have got a good 
many recommendations. But I would heartily approve of it so far as clearing 
him and liking him and things like that. I don't know him well enough to 
know that he is Cabinet material. I would have a question about that. 

President: Well, I think probably of all that group he is probably the only one that could 
be considered for it. Of course he has the outstanding record. Most of them 
uh, you know we are pretty hard put to find judges that you can clear and so 
on. So that if we are going to get a Mexican it looks to me like he is the 
fellow. The question really is we don't have much else to pick from that I can 
see. I haven't heard any other name. 

Vice President: It may be. If Bobby doesn't know some top Latin American in California, I 
tried to get them to suggest to me this last week some top people that we could 
just be positive of. They said that they would get them together but they 
haven't. They have a million Latin Americans in Los Angeles. 

President: I know, I know. That is one of the reasons why we are thinking about this 
fellow. 

Vice President: Now they will be jealous of Texas. Those people will be. 

President:  This won't please them you mean. 

Vice President: No, it will irritate them. I am just playing straight with you because I spent 
two days with them. 

President: Well would it irritate them uh, they would feel better if we didn't appoint a 
Latin. Is that it? 

Vice President: Not unless you had one of theirs. What they feel is uh, these damn groups I 
never saw them feel so bitter. But the Polish groups and Mexican groups. 
Now California feels that they have 42 percent of the Mexican population in 
the United States. That they don't have one single appointment. 

President: Yeah. 

Vice President: Now I have proved to them that they the Latins in the United States have only 
1.2 percent of the jobs and of the total population and Kennedy has given 
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them 2.2 percent of the jobs and he has given them twice as many of the jobs 
than their population would entitle them to. 

President: Yeah. 

Vice President: And in California they have 10 percent of the California population and he has 
given them 8 percent of the jobs_which is a mighty good record. 

President: Yeah. 

Vice President: But they are bitter because they have no judge, and no cabinet, and no under 
cabinet, and no anything. And they tell me the real reason Mrs. [Rosaline] 
Wyman and some of the other people tell me is that they just haven't had 
anybody emerge as quality material. Now Bartley maybe ought to see who his 
contacts are out there; I'd just been out there for two days; and I have no 
political thing and if I could think I would give consideration in trying to 
appoint a top flight Mexican from California. If you couldn't then maybe you 
would take Telles. I would be happy for Telles. It would be a feather in my 
crown, but I am thinking about you and the California situation. Because that 
is one state we have just got to carry. 

President: That is right. Well I think I will go back on this matter. 

Vice President: You just count me in, whatever you want to do as being strong for it. But I 
think I ought to raise it. 

President: No I don't think there is any sense in that really I was thinking of California 
and of course Texas, Mexicans as the two areas, with California uh, I was just 
looking at the figures of 1960, one million five hundred thousand. So it must 
be up by now and if this is going to irritate them, rather than make them 
happy, well we certainly want to take another look at it. 

Vice President: Here is what they said to me when I told them that President Kennedy has 
named two Ambassadors, one from California and one from Texas. They said 
well we know you got Texas, one Ambassador we never heard of, the one to 
Togo. 

President: The one to where, Togo, yea.   

Vice President: Yea, I don't know who he is. Then I said well he has named so many 
Assistant District Attorney's. He has named one Federal Judge. He has 
done more than any President has ever done before. I did this in answer to 
their vicious criticism. And I handle it very well I think but they kept 
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coming back, oh yes, but our recommendations in California have been 
ignored. 

President: Well you see [Clair] Engle vetoed that Judge about a year and a half ago 
which was a bad mistake but however. Well anyway I will check back to see 
if they have got anybody out there and then I will see whether our 
investigation uh, wh don't have anybody else particularly in mind. I will be 
back in touch with you. 

Vice President: Right and thank you and I will see you Monday. 

President: Ok. 




