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Dictabelt 26B 

Note for Researcher 

No Kennedy Library Transcript was prepared for Dictabelt number 26B.1. 
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Dictabelt 26B  

[Between August 19 and 22, 1963] 

Item 26B2 

[For most of this conversation there is a strong echo. Wherever possible the echo has been 
included in the text.] 

JFK: Hello. 

McCormack:1

JFK: Mr. Speaker, how are you? 

 Hello, Mr. Pres- . . .  

McCormack: Oh, sick. 

JFK: What's the matter? 

McCormack: Ah, I've had Wilbur Mills in, and I begged him to get his bill out so we could 
bring it up the Wednesday after Labor Day. 

JFK: And he wouldn't do that? 

McCormack: Well, I told him, uh, and I said, “If we go over for ten days, we're gonna be 
clobbered.” 

JFK: Um. 

McCormack: And I said that the, uh, it takes three or four days, [Echo begins.] it takes three 
or four days to get anything functioning again aft- . . . I said, “I got to have 
something . . .” I said, “I got to have something to bring 'em back.” [Echo is 
heard unintelligibly over the next sentence] So he called me a little while ago, 
he had his big staff in there, they told him they couldn't have it. And I said, 
“Well, think it over . . .” And I said, “Well, think it over now and let me know 
tomorrow [night?] because it is quite important.” [Echo continues.] Carl2

                                                 
1 John W. McCormack of Massachusetts, Speaker of the House.  

  and 
I went over it with him, and I was wondering if you would call him up and 
say, tell him how important it is, not only for the bill, but for the, uh, 
psychological reasons. 

2 Congressman Carl Albert of Oklahoma. 
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JFK: Yeah. 

McCormack:    Party psychological reasons to have it up, uh, the Wednesday following, uh, 
Labor Day and for his staff to, uh, to, uh. . . . Tell him how you talked with me 
and I told you the talk I had with him. He's willing to if his staff could do it. 

JFK: Okay. Well, I'll get, get on to that today. 

McCormack: Tell him it's vitally important, not only the bill itself, but for party 
psychological reasons. 

JFK: Right. That's right. 

McCormack:    It is, Mr. President.   

JFK:         Right. That's right. 

McCormack:    If it isn't, I won't be justified in calling them back for some other minor bill. 

JFK:         Right. 

McCormack:    And furthermore if they're not back, the committees won't be and then he 
won't have it for the ninth. 

JFK: Yeah. Yeah. 

McCormack: Because he isn't gonna, he isn't gonna have his members back. 

JFK: Yeah. 

McCormack: So, I think, with the work I've done on, uh . . . 

JFK:         What day are you going to let them out? What day before Labor Day, which 
day? 

[Echo ends.] 

McCormack:    Well, I'm gonna let them out Wednesday after the march.3

                                                 
3 March on Washington, August 28, 1963. 
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JFK:         [Okay?]. 

McCormack:    And then they. . . . If we get the tax bill, then let them go out until Tuesday, 
including Tuesday. 

JFK: I see. So it's, [scratch? or stretch?] a week. 

McCormack: But if I don't have the tax bill, I haven't got anything. 

JFK: Right. Okay, good, I'll get on that. 

McCormack: Thanks. 

JFK: Fine, Mr. Speaker. 

McCormack: [Will you call?]? 

JFK: Yes, Mr. Speaker, I will. 

McCormack: Fine, bye, Mr. President. 

JFK: Thank you. 

[Phone hangs up.] 
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Note for Researcher 

No Kennedy Library Transcripts were prepared for  
Dictabelt numbers 26B.2A, 26B.3, 26B.3A, and 26B.4 
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Dictabelt 26B  

August 23, 1963 

Item 26B5 

JFK: Hello. 

Fulbright:4

JFK:          Bill, how are you? 

  Hello. 

Fulbright:     Good morning. 

JFK: I hope I'm not taking you away from something. 

Fulbright: Oh, we've just concluded our executive hearing here in the office on the 
treaty. 

JFK:          Yeah. 

Fullbright:    And just getting ready to go. 

JFK:          I wondered if you had any suggestions about what we ought, we ought to be 
doing anything about next week? 

Fullbright:    On the treaty? 

JFK: Yeah, on the treaty. I keep reading all these, uh, this testimony which must be 
rather confusing, confusing. 

Fulbright:     Well, it is.  It i-, I mean it isn't to me, but, uh . . . 

JFK:          Yeah. 

Fulbright:     [Laughs.]  It hasn't raised any doubts in my mind. 

JFK:          Yeah.  Yeah. 

                                                 
4 J. William Fulbright, senator from Arkansas. 
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Fulbright:     I think that Teller5

JFK:          Yeah. Well, there's no bo-, there's no doubt that any man with complete 
conviction, particularly who's an expert, uh, is bound to shake anybody who’s 
got an open mind. 

 made some impression on some of the members. 

Fulbright:     Uh . . . 

JFK:          That's the advantage of having . . . 

Fulbright:     That's right, uh . . . 

JFK: . . . a closed mind. 

Fulbright:     . . . I, I'm inclined to feel, however, that we are in pretty good shape . . . 

JFK: Yeah. 

Fulbright:     . . . and, uh . . .6

 

 

                                                 
5 Dr. Edward Teller, physicist. 
6 Continued on Belt 26C, Item 26C1. 




