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GREENE:

GRAVES:

Oral History Interview
with
BARL GRAVES

July 17, 1969
New York City

Roberta W. Greene

Mr. Graves, would you begin please by firat ex-
rlaining how you first learned that Robert

Kennedy was considering the presidency in 1968.

L
i\
I think it goes back to e_sarlyrjzebruary of 1964,

when there was much discussioqinhoth within and

without, or cutside of the Kennedy ranks, regarding

whether or nc£ the senator might run. He sought
our cnudéiigin terms of what various members of
his gstaff thought. I remember 3uggasti%g to him
in Jamuary of 1968, when we were making a trip
up to destchester County, thatw—er.l.remember

having scome discussion in the car with Jack
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gt D
Lriled. /] |
Newfield, Ronnie Eldridge .and myself-——

that he should give scme serious thought to his
candidacy in 1968k And he asked me what was my
opinicon,

definited or definitive,opinion on the thing. I

told him that I would wtite a memorandum to him

regarding this queation. and I 4id in February,of

1966-~sent him a fivggpage messorandum outlining

why I thought, basad on his support in the

minority community, this was the year for him

N

to make the pu ag far as his candidacy for

the presidency. In terms of having serious dis-

cussions with the members of his staff, I think

that that really started to take place poasibly

about two weeks prior, or right after--during

the period of time leading up to the New Hampshira

primartea.

New Hampnhiru
Right after the/prima

of discussionskwith persons on his stafﬁ. :
f‘/u//

some of these discussions I was , to

sit in on, and otherg; I was not) because they

were with his more intimate friends and staffers
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that he had worked with over the years. This is

- . L pwiepjce F T
Renny / Kennetl/ O'Donnell, and/Larry O‘Brien, etec

cetera. However, approximately about four days
prior to his announcémgatit became rather obvious

Pt
that this, in fact, was going to har e was

going to ammouncew-Actually, going back, it's

probably about seven days prior to hisg announcing ,\./@ il
pretty certain it was going to ha based on
conversations I'd had with him and other members

of his staff@ fmd we started locking at what

our responsibilities would bg in an ovgrall push.

I would say that it was at least ek, prior .,
‘,9\ 7 becanlt ‘?Q"' ‘{ ,j_f /,—-
to his amnouncingj thatXennedy said he was™ <" 7~

gnincj to announce. And it seemed to me that
although the responsibility I'd had in the offica
had been rather broad-base. and had not been
limited tq the work exclusively in the glaqk

.

cmmn.tty\; —).gf anything. 10 per ean\ of my work

had to do with minority commnitiesg)-- Chmr /A HeieyT
J

I was jt.o be able to offer tb’e jreataest aewiceg
s PaQES e
o the Kennedylorganizationséhen rall@ying persons

(:/\j '_/& P, )|;_ N f:—



would be in the minority community. - There was
not a wealth of persons who had the cantacts
I did in this cmnity’é across the cmmu'% ande ¢ o «

I'd spent some time during the early part of 1968,

compiling this list of leading b\lack persons
across the country, just in the event that shme-

IN FCrriz vé

Loy

ehenguality of his running did ccme uti.’ 8o
i'l ;

kattanpted to look over my region fox letters we
ﬁ/’) .7— gt:l‘l /7/,& ’N ‘f—'}-,
tuight send out. ‘And I was given the responsibility

—_—

wHap= Lhe Fo A A
the night before he annocunced i a Ghe. AP

f?L - /'}"i
A '7" | p——, T 2 -'/fa" =4
! forty-eight hours before he announced i@ compiling v
a list of leading ﬁlack perscns across the country
who should get telegram% stating thét he intended

! Ak
to run:-ha intended to was going to run.

I would think that we probably spent the
day of his announcement, which \Puld have been

Saint Patrick's Day, early « o o
/ ' . '
GREENE3 lﬁth. ) FJ ), 5 A
e = g\\ ';«;

GRAVES: \/\ of March 16th, of 1968.; I‘&_ spent ‘approx=-

imately threae hours on the phone ealling various



}{ack lgaders and minority leaders across the
countr'}é‘ to say that he'd decided to announca.
And most of these calls were accomplished out
of his ipartment, and some calls, I think, in
the caég'—} traveling back and forth during that
particular dayﬂ At the same time that he wasl
in the throes of his announcement, I hel.{.eve@
Ve were directly involveg; alag;%in what Eugene
Nickerson was go:l.x?j to do in terms of his own
candidacy for Senate. I remember the day prior
to his announ:;_ement we spent that day out in
T

Nassau Count_’ reand ,of courseaat that time we
all Knew he i::zzjinnouncav- But I remember

going back to Jack ‘John. FJ English's office

in the Nassau County Democratic ?}adqtmrtars. A
and having several cunversntioneélong—distancé -
if you want to consider f£fifty miles from New

York City to Long Island long distance--with

Percy Sutton, who in fact at that timeshad

agreed to rmn as a senatorial candidate, and

then having further conversations with Eugene
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L

Nickerson, in ta::ms of his picking up the ball
and running withcdnot. literally, but in the event

that Percy backed out. Those conversations never

,‘;’."9 tao cnnclusiv%in thems of coming up with the

£indl answer. Of course, it was all reso Lved
when Percy dropped out, and Gene decided & ) con=

tinuqyl by sayinj he would run. I think there
( A/:‘;uund

was a feeling on the part of the pezmé- that
N s bt
not r@ Jack English, probably Mr. Mickerson,
tha‘q n the event that Gene did not wiéthat
o

of course the Senator would support him in some
Bater effort that he might have wantqu/}nterruptiog?

Right after he LEFE? made his announcement,
of course they started 1ookinj at the idea of

e we
settni? up headcuarters—how é get the Edng
off the ground7 And considering that \_/y kKnew
I had a responsibzlity@,,\t seemed to me
that where the real action was, was in New York,
and I was somewhat reluctant to want to move to
<

— o
Washington /D. C./: and not have gotten together

the New York situation completely in terms of



minority community. There were just so many (2hiesitg

recognizéd *lack figures from across the country 7
in New York City--Whitney Young, Percy Sutton,
the leading ministers, leading educators, socio-
logists, and so forth, authors, writers——that it
seemed to znr-z/(i;i:é rlf_ve keft Hew Yc;' ) and !ﬁ%{h/a\re
it completely organized, to go off to Washington
to be involved in a total citizens' effort, which
is what they wanted me to dojin terms of B

5 R
\lack cmmnunitz;,ﬁp’-just run that thin&%iid not
make sensa,, g_md so therefore I started ‘some
meetings zﬁ.tl&}_Ste 5tephen }?._.7 Smith}.'j and other
Black leaders heiln the eity) and agreed that
I would go to Washington two or three days a
waeek until I thought it was well enough toggther
in New York that I cculd really stop and stay
in Washington full=time.

GREZNE: They wanted your base to be Washington ﬁlimughout

y(
the campaign, or just in this early period?
Nuop ~

GRAVES: Well,nogswThe national headquarters effort--it

was decided thht it was not going to be in New
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York, @ it was going to be in Washingtop, that
they were going to. the campaign headquarters in
Washington. And a‘:tAtherafora Jthe person who
had the gweatest contact and Wmww who the senator
had been dealing with was mysaif. as far as the
§1ack commnity was concerned. And they just

T
felt it made sense to have me t:her@ ag, when a

CREI )
question came up of who ik was that he bae:L

 *alking to in a particular situation, ar- o 7
(_;;;\judgment had been made in the past, that I

would be right there, rathe:;:) than having to

pick up a phone and call ma@although it was

only two humdred milesd and é@%aast expense

in terms of c:ost@;\that I was there, that I was

more avallable to the persons who ware running

the national effox-t--that.national effort in terms

speach writing and
of c:cmnunication. gnd Larry O'Brien, and/so

Lt # QJ "r,-':‘z ‘*—.-\__' }_D Cie. 7
forth@aatnd qo on, happem.ngo the Washington
headquartars.

GREENE: But then they didn't think at that time that you

would be going out to the different primary states,



or that it would be . « «

GRAVES)  No, that wasn't. .'. . Goind cut on the road
at that time--I didn't think that was goin
happen. What happened w‘a:g‘ they got out into
Indiana, which was the first effort, and realized
that they still had time to run a registration
effort, and they still had time to rallgypersons ,

!

w‘m normally did not vcte in a primary, and that those
persona got to the pollhy;;enning persons who
normally did not) go to pollapinority perscns,

and poor personsgs who tjoak a very apathetic view

of primaries in gmera%—'tsat. if $& fact they

went to the polis, they would probably be sup-
porting the candidacy of the senator. 8¢ there-

fore it made sense to make a real push to get

YA 7o
the persons who were not goin m@auté‘;to
LTheodore W

try and do it. AndTed,ﬂSorensen called meg, from
0
Indiana; and asked me to go out there. He said

he Xnew I was involved in.the organizational
./.. -f-'-—-' 2 f-— ‘H"'J h_‘;
TS L S 44..

effort in New York, 1tt: make @Et thing get off

the ground was much more important. If I got
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it off \'.? . then left someyout there from

the staff/\ tn/v:nake it Bappen, then I could come

back and continue with fimming the national desk.

And I was somevhat reluctant to go. It ju

UJCJ /
seemed to me that you could not be organi £B)

what was goirg to happen nationallﬁand be in

ey

Indiana. But, with same other calls from Steve
Sl and jawe & coupbe of penlc calidets suid,
"You gotta come now! "--=I ended u;;:’tln Ind'ianré

on a Sunday, oh, I gueas about m:eeks prior
to the Indiana primarmj, and was amazed to see
the lack of arganization that existed at that
time. There was just nothing pulled together

at all. We hadn't even opsned a store front=—
forget about the \glack comnunity—-'we hadp t opened
up a gtore front anywhereé@\ the time that I'd

e ok tes

gotten thers. We dustdegerated, really, on a
hotel situations-money that we needed to make
these things happén 'out there had not started
coming in yet, and it was just kind of we were

doirg it with Band-Aids, instead of major surgery,
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which was what was needegé;and required. I had
a list of persons who were in Indiana, Most of
these #tates when I went into them, I started
working off of lists that I had, basically that
involved civil rights leaders.- mmmlvea the
leading ministers, and that involved persons who
worked in the poverty pragr . ﬁecause these
are the action-oriented people in any of these
communitiesy) and usually you are going to find--
both in the hlack and white communities—that
the person who is a membar of one organizatié;%
and is doiqg the jocb. « « « If he's involved
in shecsuduting program, he's probably involved
in the Riwanis organization, and he's probably
involved in the American Legion (which is not
one of my favorite organizations) Ziaughtaéig
but is invelved in six other things-~he's a
joiner, and a guy who miﬁes it hap@gn. This is
certainly true in vacuw;zé'fg ét.—f%% ey it '/f_‘j
I had an opportunity to meet with some

people on the Sunday that I arri don't
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remember the exmct Sunday, but I know it was the
Sunday also that \Ted ZEdtmrd H.,:/. Kennady came to
Indiana, that particular Sunday, to give the

real impetus and push to the campaign. He was

in Indianapolis that partictlaz; night. I remember

having a meeting in the=-=ig it the Marriott Hotel

m YXe & o =
:‘1\ o
GREENE: » mdtor court.

GRAVES: Right. They were still sending bills up to two

weeks ago.
j’(’ L /“

GREENE: re' am:ther subject we can talk about. Dt
L =

GRAVES: Right. ¢ the Indiana primary, but anywax", 'red

"?

was there, and he was first \making/assignments

in terms of c:ongressional distrécts for the
',. VG D

state——who was you know, go out and do

_ < then
mt.éand/t was amazed also at the amownt of =

—

e = W2 s S A

lack of exparience in the persons sending
out to the field to be, in fact, reprasentative
of the Kennedy push.

GREENE: Who do you mean in partécular?

GRAVES: Well, persons who I had not seen before, who
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obviously either had been recommendad by m-—
body, or mi ht Egve been same frian&%%samewhere
down the TJ;r'éLd gone to schoo® with someone
who knew the Kbnnedyks And tha;é;in fac§§;hecausa
they could afford to take off time to come to
Indiana~~let's say some young lawyer—had been
given a congressional district. And these gquys
ézgé-just bei?ﬁ sent out;) on the basis of the

fact that they were abailable and thsy could go,
and not that they had any‘particular¥g;ganizational
ability, as was proben later a:@@ you have
gquys goinﬁ oféiltha§{§uu’& given them your authority
to do it, that would walk into a hotel room that
was goin} to be the room they were goind to sleep

\J

in, and call the phone company and t.all?’am to

put twelve phones in;. aa if they were g:t::xmaarur(;

some bookie operation, rather than a raal efforte)
and that would, you knowe. « « « I'm not questionixﬁ
the idea of uutting in twelve phones: I‘m questionirﬂ
the idea of putting/\twlve phones out of his

T
tel room, rather than puttinj | dovmtown
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GRAVES:
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nomewhergg where they would be most meaningful
and could be useful, And it was just the whole
wizdom of the way it was doneg I felt, in many
instances, great waste;jon the part of the per-
sons who were representing us out of theréé%‘g
the first instance@jgg the thing started to sift
cut a little, and you had the good quys cami?%

to the surfaca, then we could start tighteni?j UPe
In Indiana, I mean, I saw guys who were grossly
inadequate fbr the JOEB and ocut of their environ-
ment out thetu" @p;ﬁ‘ing themselves to repre-
sent the senatox?) In many instancasﬂa(zfg

Who would you be speaking about, specifically?

I don't think Ii%buld name the pecples I'd have
difficulty naming them because I didn't know a
lot of the peonle‘%and _ point I make
also, that many of them who were goiqg aut. « s o
But they wers persons who——what they did” in

the campaign:.initiallgﬂon that first Sunday I
was therae, which was an organizational meeting

set up by Senator Ted, was to breal down the
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persons who had come in, \who wera avallable, @-
assign them geographic responsibilities throughout
the state. Well, one guy had Fort Wayne, andther
guy had South Bend, Indiana, another guy had,
You XKnow. « ¢ « Mayba six of't.hemhad the
sourthern part of Indianapolis city proper, aﬁd
maybe six more had the northern .i_:art. But the
guys who were going out were just guys who, maybe,
were lawyers, and this is not a qualif.i.cation
tc really run an organizad campai X 4 dﬂ%jsense
of organization in terms of what u'l.ey were about.

This became guickly ob\riousg becauseg in the
four days I waa there prior to going on to South
Bend and Fort Wayne, in order to meet with ,

the Black community in

the Senator to see what was going on infthe rest
of Indianaé,;_\I got all kinds of calls from the
guys whoe « «» » When a guy got to/ﬂlet’s say

South Bend—I forget the jperson who was running

South Bend at that tzmef@hut wag prior to the
% Bvi
death of Martin Luther King; prior to the senator's
¥
vigit the the person who was nmni.nj that
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knew absolutely nothing about the m c:omity.
And I'd get calls like, you know, what do they

eat on Monday night./') Not only were they patronizing
calls, they were insulting calls, not to me, but
just in general. I mean, they had no grasp of

what they were about -—{ami these were the same

persons that. « « Maybe that same person :
AL gl Tededd Guesl o T

muld have dane fine \w course -l
,..._'__....—--..._.-/

if @u were just working in a total commmnity,

meaning probably an all-vhite, middle-class,
conservative conmunity. But when you put the
guy out in a sensitive area like a place ¢like
South Bend, where he was supposed to have some
seﬁse of empathy about what he was about, and
he called back and just had na sensebf that,
because we ware dealing with 6" LB/;I.ack community
on one hand, and the Notre Dame students on another,
who, in one instance may have been very conser=
vatié/ég in another instance might have been SDS
Zé*tuaents for a famccratic Societx? studentsy

Nt just eaid to me that those guys were not
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representative of the senatcr@ bast interest.
Now, the situation with the advance men,
that was something else again. We always ‘semsd
to have the capacity to ba abla to raldu large
crowds. That was not the queatioz@g:t in terms
of organization that went into the general gitue
ation once the senator had came and gone, that
was something else,again, 0Of course, ljy jghg /
time tha primary rolled arcum, we nagl' g;‘ot;e:—z;”v
enoughtpecple out, I mean we just had hundreds
of ;:seop?.?&?j[then thousands of people in that stata.
I thirﬂ;f;;we increased the} population of Indiana
by five thousand pecrpleg leading up to the
primaries, in terms of peorle whe were there,
and people who were dotng thinge-—athletss ccmin5
in, and VI®'s g in, and rallges all over
the place. I think that places like Gary, where
we dia excaptz.onally well, and I ended up spending

@B primry\primarg.ly @ in ca:y. i;x tams
T A S

of helping the /Richasd G/ Eatcha%apmt the
whole day with him in the evening. Wa d.id well,



anaﬂbecause I guess part of it has to do with

my being there, bu% secondly, that Mayor Hatchet
happenad to have a rather good oxrganization,

Now I'm talking primarily about the minority com-

mnities acmss\the statey) where we did exceptionally
of the fact
well, Xt was é?e direct resultfthat we had good

organization in terms of the peraans who were

A —

the.re even prior to our coming( that people knew

S

=j.t was going on, and you had persons who had a
pelitical sense of what had to be done.

GREENE: These were Hatcher's pecple, rather than Kennedy

people? » ‘ T s b opit /

J

GRAVES:  Yeah, they@e definitely Hatcher's people, wé\
i

@19& ﬁlack cmmunity. I mean, the other

hassie that you had, w#s I found very aggravating. and
very annoying, was the number of white e:cperts

we had on the ﬁlack community. I meanc, some guy

miy ht not have known about talaviaion,\ so he left
that alone to Joe Napclitano. And

scme quy might not have known about hroadcaatinf) |

so he left that alone to somebody else, But it
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seemed that anybody had ona\hiack friemdé’
knew exactly how to handle the Black community.
And I had any number of arguments and run-ins
with persons who purported themsalves to be in
fact in charge of thheparticular areasas far as
the Black community was concerned. It tock a
while to get the message across to the people
who were runniqﬁ the total citizens' effort,
that I in fact was goigﬂ to make the judgments
as far as what was happening. It took a while
for them to recognize that when I leit the
national headquarters going out to one of thege
states, that they didn't have to give me a list
of who the\k}ack people were, or that when I
got there somebody who was there didn't have to
give me a list on who they were; I was gaing to
find that out for myself.}gqhgusa that was the
expertise that I had.
Who were some of these people that you had
problens with?

Well, it wasn't the ranks of a Ted Sorensen, or
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1

brought in, and;not haigﬁ
4

W g T
;glﬁ:;;;iﬁ texrms °f.l
CtAs iy Abco T F A
names, 1'm just . .+ . s

e

LGecats 2.7
Gerry,Doherty, how was he on this? Did he leave
yzgiguch on your own, or was hs a problem?

Well, one of the problems I had in Indiana WaSe o »
we1lj;§:t me site an example, in terms of what
happened in Indiana. The he.ack community is as
subtle and as sophisticated amd as unscphisticated
as any other community when it cames to wheeling
and dealing, Aand you treat them any differantly
and you end up wigh mud all over your face. I
came into Indianéé and had made up my mind that

I was going to do the thing{; certain wag in

terns of organization. I understoecd what had

to be done?ﬁunders cod how the senator treated
things in the past " and assumed that he was not
go:.nj to spend huge sums of money, which I found
out differently later, in the on things that
were frivelous. When I had my first couple of

organizational meetings in Indianapolis, I kind
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~tfalenty>because I thought that anybodyg&&iilffi'

=2l=

of made it rather clear that we wanted their
suppprt, but we were not guiqa to be thruwiqg
4 |

money up into the air. Now, Indianapolis had a

group of militants wieo were not happy about the

fact that I came in and said that we were not

going to literally throw meney up into the air.
On the night prior to my leavi ch was

approximately three days after I got--I guess the

Tuesday after I got to Indi assistant

-

maijority leader from Boston came in, a person

by the name of \ﬁnterruptiog? | Prank i anklin W_.7 1

Holgate came iﬁ? and seaid that he cama‘repres?nting

i’

Senator Ted. I had no problem with that-{i§:§§§ ,
) S s 7%

o
4

b @ - ,___L”
talant?:&“ e o« « 1'G never had any p r}enl{ ol :-‘,V ﬁ
\."

\iFrtunately. working for the Senator;'if you had

no doubts about yourself inxterma of your own
abilitieas, you didn't have to worry about who
the other guy was ﬁho was coming in; And I had
no problems with it. And I took the gwy at face

valuqz_ggg‘ he said he came to represent Senator

-—
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Ted,/ 511& was concerned about the campaign, he

3 A,!L’u-,:)
was (gunn support whatever had been gaiy on. I

had spant about three hours briefing hiué in terms
of where we were, kind of outlinin® what I was
doin!, and did not recogniza#t that time that he
had some concern regarding who,in fact, would be
be running the show as far as Indiana was con—

i (

cerned, in the ‘glack commmunity. I@ laftpthat
i
night for Port Wayne, and, fortunately, I@, left
e
John Lewls, former head of SNCC Etudent Nonviolent

Coordinating Committee/, back in Indiana to workee o o

GREENE: Was he with you right fram the start? 2 £ St o
GRAVES: Yeah. Jchn Lewis caught up with me Monday.
tha }._()

I got there £ Sunday:; he came in a Mnnda;o and
stayed with me pretty much after thés. Is this
thingonnmw did I turn it back on for you?
GREENE: ©Oh, {Sh. nes
GRAVESt I left him, and I ju?’f? said to Jo_]%n to work with
the assistant speaker;“- and told Jem to work to~-
gether, and tha;-)e was no question of juri_adict.ional

responsibility/. that was not important. The
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important thing was to get out the votae, and I
kind of left a format of what I thought they

should be try to accamplish in the next

i~ >

couple of dayag)until I got back,) not anticipatifg
anything such as the tragedy of Dr. King's death.
When we came back ini)on the night of Dr.
¢« that was
King's deatlije + »
April 4th.

April 4t§} was that a Thursday svening?
\"/ e

a, S
@ g 2

¥bﬂﬂ‘ ﬂ:‘:‘;)came back in) I found. . . . John
Lewis came up to me, and someone else came up to
ma, who was #lack. and said we had some problems,
that the person I had been dealing with had kin%?,_
of turned around and had gone to talk to Holgate{}
because they were tryi§3 to gat some money out

of the campaign, and Holgate had responded to
thiq;lgnd again, I'm quoting exactly what the
;erson said to me, and Holgate had responded to
thiaa)because he in fact saw an opportunity to

¥
place himself on top of the pilqz}in terms of
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runnirtta the effort there, and had said that the
effort initially started by myself and the other
persons there had not been a good affort, that
the people were angry, and the mil’ita.nts didn't
want to deal with me, and they weren't goirf,j to
deal with me/ :Lf in fact they had to. If I can
get it straighf ’t!:ey were not goinﬁ to support
the Senator's candidacy. L 7

Well, it turmed out, basicall;i@ what it boiled
down to, they had a meeting the night we got back
there, which I was not invited to;_:/arfx I just
happened to walk in on=~I didn‘tj;m;r- whers it
was goin® 4, on--and about twenty Rlack guys came

of them
up, mostly militants from.the area . . .
This was after the assassination, and after the
senator had spoken?
Yes, both things. We didn't get into that, &gaus.e
we spentrtt?:!. whoz;e half hour of conversation on
the roaé;\@ spe{!ii the time :Lntama of what he

should say and how much he should say about it.

~
—

¥Yeah, right,

Al -~ 3
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They had a meeting that Gerry Boherty knew about,
and the senator came to, as avgattar ef fact.
Frank Holgata?put it togethaxg-gm else was in
that meetian;;im Tolan was involved in it + «
FAilliag/ Bill Barry? |
No, Bill Barry was not there, bBtt Jim Tolan
knew about the meeting, and as a matter of fact,
Jim Tolan respo?fded to what it was that Holgate
had said to him; because by this time Holgate
realized that this was @n opportunity for him
to coma out on top of théepile. And, you know,
you were dealigﬁ with the human frailties of life,
in terms of the campaign. There were persons
who saw this as a fantastic opportunity; JMey

o
looked all the way fo to November ]then into
the following Januar;?: said, you I;mv. "We're
not playing a game of Sunday school picnics. This
iz not a Sunday school picnic. We're not pdaying
games; and if I can make mpself the hero dff this
thing, I'm the gquy that comes cut godd &h the end.

So, if I have to step on somebody in order to get
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there, fine.” This is not a referance to Jim

just
Tolan. Jim Tokan, I/fthink, fell into the thing

of beirﬁ another white quy, who, in fact, could

not make a really critical a.nalysis of who was t 5

right \a_;ui who was wrong # the klack commity"‘

_zfn-

and (su msaw a situation;/ then said looked
volatilE} and went with what locked like a way

Ty JERE Wil 17

to cool the situatdon,; ha the senator
. j B Rslor), it

meet with these people.

Well, to make a long story short, a month
ago these same people that pu.rg:rted themselves
to be leaders in the commnit)é and so forth—
and it isn't the fact that ti'xrpy got a huge pile
of mmg;]—;ut of that meeting;) and ended up dni:9 -
nothing for us as far as Indianapolis was con-
cerned--well, some of those same people, a month
ago, in 1969, were indi%gd on federal charges.

;t had to do with na.rcotlcarj and several other

a l_f

'@sundry-typa chargeas‘ in the city of Indianapolis.
i

And so this speaks for Mr. Holgate; and the

other white persons who thought that they knew
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what th warf/doing, were dealing with. One,
N b <
they were/dealing with persons who were literally

just gangsters from the c_.;Ftto. who were looking

to do nothing other than hold up the campaign,

~

which they did, b(cause they aid get their money:
much aver my cbjections. And fortunmately, I was
able to get a total plcture of what had happened
because John Lewls came to me and said--and John

Lewis was a very fine fellow and was a personal

i ,!,_{.c

friend nf‘ the senator's-——that theaa had been a
Wi

movement oﬂ part of the 1:ve:t:'»z:onsi I had left there
' Vi

in charge@ to try and take over the thing. in

my absence, and that taking over the thing was

much more important to this person than an actual

effort to make the campaign go. And he was doing

ii. you know, to make himself l&ok good, cbviously

at my own expense. What had happened there wasS. « « »
thin/

I think the fact——the guys bein{ :Lnd:l,\ ad E) the

last mcm;h. in 1969, doesn’t neceaaar:!.ly prove

I

anythmgf,i cause that could have happened in the

‘.\

white commitya‘lsc. What it does prove is that
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it was a judgment on the part of white ns

who did not understand the klack eumunit@‘ but -

just assumed fﬁhat they didn‘t have to have any particular
Y

axpertise @ to deal withv-it was just some-

thing that they could just go in and dqQ\because

they had one \elack friend. And if T sound facetious

about this particular point, I am being facetious

A\

= ﬂ.-i",.—--

about th:..s. that {t/ was the aggravation that I
had to deal with. I would say that thae turning
s@int in my responsibilities in the campaign,
and not having to put up with any nonsense and
aggravation, was after we really put it. « + »
Well, one was when Larry O'Brien came in, and
we won, ande « o o When-Larry)g:Brien @ame into
the campaign, he wanted to know; who was the
'Black guy. who wAS maJ:inQ it happen? I had a
meeting with h:i‘.m and Ira zgapenstein-—ﬂrst-rata
guya—=Ira ,{apeng};ein was a first-rate peraony
Larry O'Briersj@g administrative assistant.

And we won 113 Ingiana, and we did extremely

S

: P18 _
well in Gary,) and word filtered down that T had
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played a major responsbbility in Gary¢ and had
done a pretty gocd job of organizirg vig=g=vis
the telephone,: itk AL l‘é”(} COXEack and forth
into other areas in Indiana that I had played a
major role in.‘ T did not go back into Indianapolis
at my own choasinqg because I just thought thaté
theyway things were going, the best. thing to do
was to stay the&ell out of there., If they were

going to be satisfied with giving money to this

group, which was not going to producéd anyweffort, + = «

thr winning in the black commmity in Indianapoliﬂ_
(1 Ay wi=ef

was not&rzsultof t.het wenty people
r‘ti'!.at jmtﬁq If anything, they did nothing |
other than take that money and go away. And they -
were given anituge sum of dough to go, and they

accomplished absclutely nothing, Snfhwtghatafpr

the money.

P‘\\ e f \ A 'y
Who were some of theae.&:@) black feaders that

you are talking about, that were at this meeting?

I can't even remember namé when*hay had names

like Mobutu, and, you know, three or four of them
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had taken African names. Literally, I mean, I
dealt with thousands of persons in the campaign,
and %probably. wa're talking about mdgbetasix dife-
ferent situations. We'ra talking about Indiana,
Nebraska, Oregon, Califormia, rand, you know, to
remember namesby nName . o o
No, I'm talking about specifically in Indianapolis « &« »
In Indiana, I realize that, and I can't even

5 sipyetimon bown  © o,
remembgr. I thinl{\_/—-wu know, one guy/[namd Cr.»okieb-s
: 4 mea.n., they had names such as I can’t aven remember.
But wheg I say Cockie or Snocckie or whatever it
is, they were not leading black persons that would
have been known outside of Indianapclis. Theye
were no perszons of that stature. They were per-

/'/’V?L'f TC’ //d'A,ai BAN

sons that were known only 4within the particular

s;ﬁéctnnn of that black commmnity in Indianapolis.
And even that was on a limited thing. That's
all you were deal.tng withe They were Xnown by
the chief of pﬂl:LCBO because, you know, whanever

£ I
I Y I

} PG

scmething happened, they knew who to come !

(3}

talk to.
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But mjrsturning point—eso wa can.cut it off

here, and you'll have to come back againy @bviously,

we ‘re going to have to do this for a couple of

houra=-—it was)vdxen 0'Brien came in, when I waat

into ﬂebraskeé} after the Indiana primary, and

literalliwhégﬂ given a carte blanche to make

it happen;. put it together. AaAnd I went in there

N

with a gquy by the name of Jchnai.e Ford,

and Larry 0°'Brien just said, "Whatever you have
N CedL =
to do f.o make it happpn, fine." And about two

‘days into the situation in Nebraska, Larry O‘Brien

came down and saw what I had organizad, and was
so satisfied with the whole thing, that he just

told me to take off and go.





