Earl Graves Oral History Interview- RFK #2, 7/18/1969
Administrative Information

Creator: Earl Graves

Interviewer: Roberta W. Greene
Date of Interview: July 18, 1969
Place of Interview: New York City
Length: 65 pp.

Biographical Note

Graves, Earl; administrative Assistant to Senator Robert F. Kennedy [RFK], New York
(1965 - 1968). Graves discusses his role as a black member in RFK’s presidential
campaign (1968), what the dynamics of RFK’s campaign staff looked like, especially
pertaining to the lack of black staff members, and issues regarding outreach to black
communities in New York and Indiana, among other issues.

Access Restrictions
No restrictions.

Usage Restrictions

According to the deed of gift signed September 5, 2017, copyright of these materials has
been assigned to the United States Government. Users of these materials are advised to
determine the copyright status of any document from which they wish to publish.

Copyright

The copyright law of the United States (Title 17, United States Code) governs the making
of photocopies or other reproductions of copyrighted material. Under certain conditions
specified in the law, libraries and archives are authorized to furnish a photocopy or other
reproduction. One of these specified conditions is that the photocopy or reproduction is
not to be “used for any purpose other than private study, scholarship, or research.” If a
user makes a request for, or later uses, a photocopy or reproduction for purposes in
excesses of “fair use,” that user may be liable for copyright infringement. This institution
reserves the right to refuse to accept a copying order if, in its judgment, fulfillment of the
order would involve violation of copyright law. The copyright law extends its protection
to unpublished works from the moment of creation in a tangible form. Direct your
questions concerning copyright to the reference staff.

Transcript of Oral History Interview

These electronic documents were created from transcripts available in the research room
of the John F. Kennedy Library. The transcripts were scanned using optical character
recognition and the resulting text files were proofread against the original transcripts.
Some formatting changes were made. Page numbers are noted where they would have
occurred at the bottoms of the pages of the original transcripts. If researchers have any
concerns about accuracy, they are encouraged to visit the library and consult the
transcripts and the interview recordings.



Suggested Citation
Earl Graves, recorded interview by Roberta W. Greene, July 18, 1969, (page number),
Robert F. Kennedy Oral History Program.



NATIONAL ARCHIVES AND RECORDS ADMINISTRATION
JOHN F. KENNEDY PRESIDENTIAL LIBRARY

Legal Agreement Pertaining to the Oral History Interviews
of EARL G. GRAVES

Interviewed by: Roberta Greene

In accordance with the provisions of Chapter 21 of title 44. United States Code, and
subject to the terms, conditions, and restrictions hereinafter set forth, I, EARL
GRAVES, JR., hereby give, donate, and convey to the United States of America all my
rights, title. and interest in the recording and transcript of the personal interview(s)
(hereinafier referred to as Materials) conducted with ROBERTA GREENE
(Interviewer) on July 17, 1969; July 18, 1969; August 28, 1969; August 30, 1969;
October 23, 1969; May 7, 1970 June 18, 1970 for deposit in the John F. Kennedy
Presidential Library.

This assignment is subject to the following terms and conditions:

(1) The transcript and recording shall be available for use by researchers as
soon as they have been deposited in the John F. Kennedy Presidential Library
and reviewed by archives staff for information that would constitute an
unwarranted invasion of personal privacy and/or information the protection
of which is essential to the Nation's security.

(2) I hereby assign to the United States Government all copyright we may have in
the Materials.

(3) Copies of the recording may be provided by the Library to researchers upon
request.

(4) Copies of the Materials may be deposited in or loaned to institutions other than
the John F. Kennedy Presidential Library.

(5) The Materials may be placed on the John FF. Kennedy Presidential Library’s

¢b site.

01/)8/ 2077

Donor Dated

AU Al 9/s71%
Siuaan)l(. Donius Dated

Director for Presidential Libraries




Earl Graves- RFK #2

Table of Contents

Page Topic
33 Organizing Robert F. Kennedy’s [RFK] presidential campaign in

New York City (1968), and Graves’ role in attempting to gain
minority support

35 RFK’s campaign staff dynamics

38 Campaign in California, Oregon primary

38b Los Angeles Times article in which black politicians threatened to
pull their support if RFK didn’t send them Earl Graves

40, 46 The black community as “different”

41 Influence RFK’s affiliations with black people had on his campaign

and their roles
42,51,56, 72,82 Lack of black members and advance men involved in campaign

48,73 Attitude towards, and lack of trust regarding, black advance men in
campaign

53, 56, 67 Discussion surrounding the need for black advance men in the
campaign

54 Percy Sutton’s fake role as RFK’s advisor

59 RFK’s support in New York, Graves’ outreach efforts to the black
community

62 Efforts to create a “black list” for RFK’s funeral with Edna
Greenbaum

63 New York State headquarters for RFK’s campaign, “Communities
for Robert Kennedy,” and multiple storefronts

66 Inclusion of black men in campaign organization in New York

68 Percy Sutton’s candidacy for senator

70, 78, 82, 89 Indiana campaign, lack of organization

72 Structure of campaign members and their attitudes about receiving
credit for their work

76, 79, 87 Graves’ role with the black community

77,80 Graves’ work creating contacts for additional campaign helpers

85, 94 Walter Sheridan’s involvement in Indiana campaign

87 Graves’ support from Larry O’Brien

90 John Lewis’ confrontation with RFK regarding the black community
and unfair treatment within the campaign

92 Issues regarding campaign members working for monetary gain

rather than to support RFK



GREENE:

GRAVES:

Second Oral History Interview
with
EARL GRAVES

July 18, 1969
New York City

Roberta W. Greane

Yaestarday you mentioned that you had organized
things in EEUVYbrk bafors going out to Indiana.
Could you expand on that a hié% and prlain how
kouw set things up, who was involved?in it
Well, in New York I had available toc me not only
masy of the black laadaré-uho wers racognized
nationally, such as Whitney Young and James

R - the head of the - -
School of Social Work, and Roy Wilkins; and also.
having alsc all the national officas of these
major civil rights organizationss “But I had

persons who had either been volunteers in the



=33=

Kennedy offices or had been involved in Kennedy-
type efforts, such as the Associate program and
s0 forth, who vmkked for me, who understood and
knew the person;fﬁe should be getting in touch
with in the black community. And they also had
a feeling of how I wanted to get it dunai and
the sense of urgency about the thing. And so
therefore, it seemed to make sense to try and get
it started out of New York. The number of black
persons who were in Washington at that time

waere either involved in the Administrationiﬂtr

that time, or had been involved in the Admimkstration,

and therefore could not necessarily be depended
upon to be Kennedy rooters. They were going to
be Johnson rooters, by the virtue of the fact
that they had a reason to be, that being their
job. And so therefore, when you looked at where
the wealth of minority persons-—not in dollars
and cents, but in terms of talent, ability, and
identity--would be, it had to be in New York.

o 4
And it just seemed to me, if I goté@ establishc-!
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and really havé?a strong home basé%yand establish: -
myself in a certain preeminence, that this was
going to be my area. And I think if we're going
to be completely @andid for the record here, in
terms of each person cutting out what he considered
his particular piece of the campaign, and we have
to recognize, and you're dealing with the human
frailties of life as they were, within the campaign,
each person wanted to have a piece of the action.
They wanted to know that they were running their
thing, that the senator recognized that theyhhad
done a particular part of the campaign that was
theirs. And I gquess I was no different;iééﬁ‘thatf
that the area fhat I thought I could play the
greatest role and provide the greatest service

was in the black community, and I wanted it rather
clear from the get-go, in terms of cutting out

and establishing what part of it I thought that

I was going to wun and handle. And anyone who

is less candid in this with you, in terms of

how they felt about the campaign, is not being
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honest with you;,because I dealt with them from
day to day, from three weeks prior to hisz announcing,
when aeverybody started shuffling around, and
pushing and shoving, until theltragedy of his
death. And I had a dhancg to see it in all of
its stages, and all of tgi; formation across the
country, and I can tell you that at times it was
pretty vicious. Itghadsniéthiag to do with the
fact that Rennedy was vicious, it had to do with
theAfact_that, I guess, thisaﬁaéaﬁée kind of
tfip that to him, that the people who were around
him were ambitious;,and bright; and wanted to
see it happen, and if you got in their way, they
were going to step on you along the way. And I
guess I took on a part of the same type of atti-
tude, afid wanted to do the best for him, on his
behalf, but likewise thinking that it was going
to be a beneficial thing to us, down ét A3 s
GREENE : What kind of pecople generally fit into this cate=-
gory of the aggressive--his own staff, or friends

that werees s =
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GRAVES: His own staff, We're talking about his own staff

iﬁ the first instance, and then I guessjzh the
second group you're talking about would be the
pergsons who had been involved with the Kennedy
family in the past. And I don;t mean~-I'm just

o
-y s

citing an example-~but the gquy I was always im-

pressed with was a guy named éEharlégjksPaldingc
who was an investment banker, who had gone to
school with John Kennedy. He was a friend; who
was not a member of the staff of the senator—-
m Billings, and guys from that
cloth{ I kind oftliie ﬁo call them the Hgll of
Fame, such as Arihur Schlesinger and so forth—f Y
each one of them had a particular input to make,
afdd that group was the group, actually. I gquess,
ybﬁ'd put before the staff, because the staff
was kind of the--=they were the hired staff.

There were some who were very close to the senator,
there were others who had varying degress of how

close they were to him, in terms of input. But

I would think before that group even, came the
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persons such as Arthur Schlesinger, and Chuck
Spalding, and Lem Billings, and other persons

who Ted Kennedy kne#i and so forth. They had
both gone to law school, and the whole family

had a wealth of friends, from the prior Admin-
istration, and so forth. Now you start talking
about persons such as John Seigenthaler, from &

0o

Nashville, Tennessed; and Burke Marshall,,who I

mp

also. . . . And I neglected to report that that

was one of the persons I was dealing'wdth;_and
reporting to, was.u:”; .-Zﬁﬁrke Marshall and
John Seigenthaler played a major role, because
of their involvement with the black community.
At time;; it was rather awkward and it seemed
to me, cumbersome, to have to call up and ask
a white permn, or suggest to him._because
Kennedy had asked me to do it, then I wanted to
I should
seek his advice about how #o approach a black
person, and it seemed burdensome to me to have
to do it. And after a while, I just started

taking the initiative and going ahead and not
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worrying about whether I had chekled with him or not.
And, yqu knaw;'what fives you the 0ppor§unity

to dzféaiéi ;r what gives you the freedom to do beable to

this, I guess, is a certain degree of success,

And after we had won in Indianma--and I'd gotten

some measure of credit for thatyyand then we'd

gone on to Nebraska and had a fantastic situation

there, in terms of how well webid; and what we

had accomplished, the flak started to. « « « It

didn't become as difficult to be able to maneuver

a litkle bit more on my own, add then I found I

'really only had to deal with Larry O‘'Brien, and

&8karwhen we moved on to Californiézéggain I'm

net covering the New York thing too weli;; e s o

Thgt‘s all right.

But when we moved on to California, I meanp by

the time it was necessary for me to get out to

California, it was amnmatter that was urgent,

there was an urgency about my getting out there.

I mean, I had gotten calls from Larry O'Brien

three timeét,the night that the Oregon thing
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was over-——emcuse me; hot the Nebraska thing--the
night that the Oregoh primary was over. And we
did win in the Black community. In some of the
Precincts we had voted 110 per cent of the peopk#,
and that's not easyl ZEEughteQ?n

I got a call from Larry O'Brieﬁg Eg said
£orsoon as the peturns were ih and I was satis-
fied that there was nothipg moxe t?nt I could
do, forget about closiné?;;;fLiﬁg%;SSust to get
out there, because the black politicians in Los
Angeles had literally just revoltdd and said
that Kennedy wasn't dealing with thaﬁé and hadn't
dealt fairly with them, and he had promisdd to
send Earl Graves back--and this was in the Los
Angeles Times~—-I'm trying to quote verbatdm--that
Graves was to come out there and work with thenm
and set it up, and he had not made it possible
for Graves tao get back} because he was tied up
in other primary states, and if he didn't get
back out there.tb deal wiﬁh them; in a manner

which they found acceptable, that they were gofing



to go out publicly and say he didn't have their
support. But again, all of this seemed to me. « + »
The point of departure seemed to be the New York
situation, and it turned out to be that it waéz
because in what I was doing I had separate funding
all the way through the campaign. I didn't-have

to go through the-—-Helen Keyes, myua&ﬁ-thesburce of
funding was directly through Helen Knye;i because

I was working underparticular part of the campaign

that they thought was important enough. And when

g financing was necessary, I went directly to her,

and as it went on, I was dealing directly with
Steve Smith, in terms of direct funding, and
checks that had to be given c.-ué‘;and go forth.

In some cases, becauaéé of the niceties of
campaigning, or otherwise, all the payments were
not made out in checks, in terms of cexrtain or-
ganizations and/or groups that we found it neces-
ssary td suppprt. And scme of the things I am
stating would jwrcbably, under any other circum-

stances, be libelous and inflamatory, but I
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imagine that if you want to h;storically have

,_‘__‘___.__-___,__

what has to ba\;n thesc LI
That's right,

« « » in this paper, then I think these are the

mﬁhings that should be said. So, you understand

the igput that goes into what is necessary as
far as the whole campaign is concerned. I thikk
that many persons, not many persons, 20 per cent
of the persons involved infﬁgéampaign. treated
the black community as scmething different, as
something that had to be handled, as if you were

dealing with some tgppecf structure from another

N
st
3

— et

world, rather than something that was really just

pe0p1a!uihhé just happened to be black. It was

the situation that they were blacks, and it wasn't

a matter that they were people who happened to

be black. And It always made it a thing that,

YA L

when we went into the black cammnity“"ﬁa} you
know, which reporters should go, and our whole
strateqgy had to be different, and a lot of that

.

was unnecessary,. because XKennedy was Kennedy.
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I think that a lot of=—although Kennedy had
made some obvious good moves as far as the black
commmity was concerned, and was already on
record in terms of his involvement in the black
communityy-that a lot of the accolades that were

thrown to the senator, I think, were a quilt, as

A L}‘ T

much in terms of the black cummunity.as far as
it was in the white community, because of his
brothefiwigétuae-they wanted to do saomething.
There's no doubt in my mind: that the fact that
I was the only black staffeamssistant in the
country that worked for any senator at the time
that he was runding was a credit to him, alsoc.
I think that hhs obvious wealth of friends in
the black community,‘ﬁiﬁh guys such as gghéaevelg7
Rosie Grier, and Rafer thnsoﬁ} and so forthe
added to it,

One of the things ehi&thI found disappointing
was that; in those particular indimiduals, although

they were of great for crowd-gathering, and for

being around, and so forth, they in themselves
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did not accomplish anything in terms of the on-

going activities of the day-to-~day campaigning,
) O

There were a necassityf I would venture to say

that were it not necessary to have black peocple

around§ to show a black identity, that in terms

of interest of the campaign--maybe in the case

l:.) aa

of Rafer Johnson (he was around) and Rosie Grier,

but there were many other black persons who were
involved that they Jjust wanted to have around for
identity--those persons would never have been

there; if it were left up to persons other than

Senator Kennedy. fqi:a the persons whﬁ ;were making

-t j It 3 -

the plans in the campaign. And I cite an example:
there were no advance men who were black. The
only advance work that I did-—and this was not
true prior to the campaign--the only advance that
I did was advancing in areas where I was working
out of, and those were primarily black communities.
And I believe, having run army batallions, and
.having done advance work for the senmator all

g © 7. " -across the country. that this was not necessary.
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that you could have sent. « . . In Pbrtland.
Maine, when we ran Governor /Kemneth M./ Curtis®
campaign, I did the whole thing; and d4id the
whole New England trip, and the fact that I was
black was incidehtal to the whole thing. So it
just proved that you wouldn't have to be gun-shy

about it.

But the people who were making the judgments
at the top in terms oénéavance work did not have
black advance men on the road. It was no over-
sight; it was a thing that was pointedly done,
that they didn't have them, period.

Well; who's responsibility would you say that was?
z&hterruptiog7' I was askingﬁgbaut the advance,
aidd why you feel there were no black advance
people, and who you feel was responsibik, and
what was the senator's attitude towards this?

I don't think the senator had time to focus on it,

the fact that there were no black advance men.

- i~ N
s R SN
L -

-
R

I just make the point in terms of.the overally

composition of the campaign, that theme was no



black. . « . Porget about the advancee-We had
put together the national headquarters, and until
such time, whenever I came to Washington, there

was no black staff person in that Washington

. L y
R

office-—-at a higher level, at a secrstarial desk,
or sweeping the floors--with the exception of
gﬁhcqueling7'aackie Greenidge, who they'd brought
out of the New York office., who was already on
the staff, and just a receptionist. But in those
back offices, where they had citizens' groups
set up, and various campaign staffs going on»-
persons working on communications, persons working
on transportation, and the like——there was not
a black face in that national campaign headquarters.
Tha-- That went on until the California primarzzs;
When I was not there, there was no black person
there.

GREENE : Well, how do you explain that?

GRAVES: Well, you know, it's just a matter ¢Bat the

persons come: ing their first thought was not.ecccsse

First of all, their first thoughts were about
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themselves, in terms of{ynu know, "Let me make
it good for myself," and then they brought on
their own people, and their own people. . . .

If you tﬂigsdéf Ted Sorensen, Ted Sorensen's
secretary was whitel So I mean, it was not, . .
Why shouldTTed Sorensen hmve turned in the first
instance to say, "Hey, I gotta bring a black gifl
in, have her be my secretary!" when the secretary
happens toc be white and a very capable person
who I kmow. And Ted Sorensen happens to be a
good guy:; I'm just using him as an example.

So you bring in Ted Sorensen, you bring in

Larry 0'Brien, and you start bringtmg on different

people, and you look up, and you don't have it.
Now, because I kept harping on the fact we had
to do better, Pierre é;I;nger agreed to hire
somebody, and he hired an assistant press guy,
Gene Simpson, who was out on the road. Gene
Simpson's on CBS, ZpoloMbia Broadcasting Ses#&eg/

News now, channel 2 news. But pechle would not

even mention the fact that Gene Simpson was. . .



GREENE:

GRAVES:

And he's a very perceptive guy; he'd be an in-
teresting guy for ynﬁ to interview, alsoc. Aand
he could give you some real insight into some of
the things I'm saying. And John Lewis you should
go talk with; I think he was in on it.

Hohn Lewis, yes.

But again, John Lewis wuuldvyind_pffhave tears
in his eyes about the Kennedy ;5.{,/ ;J.thout looking
at it at face value, and then really scratching
away at the surface to see what we really had.
And I'm not talking about the senator, now, I'm
talking about the people who were surrbunding
him, in terms of their attitudes. And the
persons who surrounded the senator, a lot of
them gave, you know, less thﬁgjfull credit to
persons who were black. I'm not talking abuotit

myself, I'm talking about just the idea that

we're dealing with black men and just{ j%u-

-

those thieves,® I used to get that kind of comment.

and you're putting together a black rally. « « -

& \
It was always the matter thate was.a little bit



like you were treating it like thawapart of the

campaign was like a circus part of the campaigns

ity
o

you know, you did it, and.even when you were
éoing into a black community, the television re-
porters would be all keyed up because there was
something different about going into a black

thisre
community than ft was about going out into an

Irish commnity, or how aﬁéﬁt into a poor Irish
community, or a poor Italian comunity. It was
always treated as samething special, you know,
that you went along like going for a circus rigde,
when you were going on into a rally in the baack
community.A If some reporters or TV crews wog}d
drop offtéélcertain parts of the campaiggﬁké;g
you can belietzizhey looked at that advance
schedule for the day, and:ihey saw that they were
going to be in the black community at night, that
everybody and his brohher was there when the tine
came to be in that black cammunity; because they
wanted to get the flavor of the thing, and that

was where Kennedy was at his best, that he had



the crowd meamerizeéé because it was Robert
Kennedyféand John F, Kennediégand the whole image
that he projected. And again, those were probably
the rallies that I would have advanced. And,of

course, they always send in. . . «

I look at it, and Lt e 3
And, as/I think about it,:a;;1§EE§EEiFZ/ ;

e+ ek

Johnston, because he was a very straight quy.
would send me out to put together a particular
effort for the genator, or, I would go out at
the direction of the senator, to put together

a particular effort for him, in a place like
Maine, or a pliase like upstate New York or so
forth, I would advance the total thing, from the
time he got off the plane, to which room they're
sleeping in, to which microphone he spoke at,

aﬁd who sat on the platform, what we were going
to eat and what church we were going to and what
time we were getting back on the plane. And yet,
onee the campaign kind of got started: there was
the thing that we were going to send out a white

guy to take a look over Graves' shoulder, to see
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bow well he was getting it done. And-the people thay
were sending out. « « » The thing that I used

to resent about ity-and finally I just told Larry
O'Brien, and we kind of drew it up tight, and we

cut off some of the nonaense——ﬁaég they were

sending out people that I had forgotten more than
some of these guys knew. But just the fact that

they were white-ﬂaﬁedf « « « It was just the

matter that we thé;fba certain, and if you've

got a black guy out there, even if he's been on Ly
three years, just to ﬂm absolutely certain that

it's done right, we better send a white guy out

to take a look at it. I maa§;=there was just no
doubt in my miné, that was the attitude. That

was the attitude that prevailed. And among the
persons who finally came on and worked with me,

we recognized this to be the problem, that when

it was being done in the black community, we had

to have somebody white kdnd of locking over the
shoulder at that the black guy was aoingf That

was it. The reason I had to report to maybe a
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half a dozen people in the beginning was that

they just wanted to be sure that whatever it was
that I was going to be accomplishing in the black
community, that somebody that could make a sound
judgment was looking at the thing. And I guess,

if you were going to be completely objective about
it, and you said you wanted to win a campaign., and
you want to be cautious about what you‘re doing,

and you're dealing with something,which is volatile,
which is an area where people are poor and dis-
enfranchised and unrepresented, then you kind of

do take a hard lock at how you're going to handle
what you're going to do there. The only thing

is that ifiéould approach the thing in an cbjective
manner, it's one thing, but gou already have so
many ingrained thoughté; and preconceived ideas
about what you should expect and what's going

to happen, that the rest of it kind of turns you off.
How did the advance men who were working in black
communities, and we not black, which means everybody

byt you, how did they work out? Did you think
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they were generally sensitive to the problems?

Well, their first thing was to kind of roar into
town, £ind out who the black wize was to deal;
you know, be very patronizing to the guy who was
there, and say whatever had to be said, and

whatever they thought was @utewsyou Xmow, Anything
in order to get it done-—poromise them the moon, . « .
You know, if there was money that had to be spent;wf;
the money was spent, and it wasn't anythgeat thing
about holding them back on modest expens;;i It

-QQ; reasonable expense--I wouldn't say they were
modest~—but theyewere reascnable expenses, ‘But

they did what had to be done. And then, once

a white advance man had gone‘out afdid@ had a rally
that was successful in the black commmity, I

meag, he was already considered an "advance man
; ' he
mneritus) because he had gone out,and/had done

this and survived, didn’t have any knife wounds
on him, and the whole thing. I mean, it was just
a ridiculous attitude about the thing, in terms

of when you were putting together rallies in a
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black community. And I meaﬂ; I'm talking about dealing w:
this thipg from the rally the night that Martin
Luthefialeq. and I was with the senator, to the
rallies ﬁ£;£ you had the only white candidate ever
to come @nto the dead center of Gmaha, Nabraska;
and have a rally on the hﬂndredé@af;cent COrner o
In &uaha, Nebraska.fﬁ Robert Kemnedy. I'm talking
about that rallf, in terms of that afterncon it
was raining, I'm talking about the rallies you
had in Portland, Oregon, in the black community.
where again I was with the senator; I know how
that thing was treated. And I'm talking about
rallies you had in California. It was the sane
thing; it prevailed, that it was treated dif-
ferently. But when you started talking about
the campaign staff, I mean, tell me samebody
who flew on those airplanes.with the exception
of either singers or football players, who were
black. There just weren't any. There were no

black persaons getting off that plane wkth the

genator. Periocd. The only person who got off
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that thing was Rafer Johnson, who waﬁ an enter-—
tainer! and that was some of the criticism that

I got, representing the senatory as I went around
for him during the campaigr;.; ’Rhaé;’ﬁbat is this
nonsense about. . . . You know, don't we have

any writérsz 8on't we have any educators? Where's
a Whitney Young, or where's samebody who's a
sociologist, or where's somebody who's just on

the staff?" And there were none. You tell me,
you've gone aroundt interviewed seventy people,
tell me somebody you've spoken to, other than
Rafer Johnson or Rosie Griem, that yoﬁ could

say has made some input into the campaign, as

a staff membere=-and you're talking about traveling
around with two full-sized jetSv#;aYbe 160 people——
just wasn't therel

Was there anybody among the traveling people who
were sensitive to thisz that you discussed it with?f"
The senator, or any of his people?

Oh, I think I mentioned it to Frank Mankilewicz,

and he kicked it around, and then. « « « It was
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always the thing};(- uthey were going to t.ry and gét
a super-jegro. It wasn't just a matter of getting
a Negro; they always had to find a "super" gquy.
They were going to try and get. « . « Somehow,
they were going to try and shake Andy /Andrew 'I'J
Hatcher 1odae again, and somehow that got all
fouled up, and there wers some problems about
Andy Hatcher and his identity'::'-and that never
workdd cut. And then they were ggoing to try

and get. . . . Let me stop and think for a
second Lgnterruptiog . After Percf Sutton had
dropped cut of the senatorial race in New York
City, they were going to try and get Percy Sut@.-
and they announced that Percy Sutton was going

to come on as the senator's advisor on urban
affairs-#purely a sham thing, period. Purely

a sham thing.

2
J‘Llﬂt as a frontt i |‘_1!L;)_‘

o

Just as a front. It woula';‘b“e‘» nothing other than
that.

Why didn't it work out?



GRAVES: Well, you know, it just never really got off the
ground. He couldn’t shake 1t loose; he was the

.‘Q
borough president 6f Manhattan at that time,Qand
=

he still is the borough presidenﬁf. It was just

~ 2°
a matter of him working it out that he could spend
-~ : e ~

 Nodilige G
time--he just didn't have the time to spendezhe
would come and just drop everything in New York

and spend the whole time going around with Senator
£ aned ~

Kennedy, aﬁﬁ'getting off.on all the plagmes}y and
being his,%supposeéé;;éviaorf in guotes,on urban
affairs. Ané%I assure you, not because Senator
Kennedy wofild not have listened to him, but the
persons who would have been making input and
writing thoce speeches in terms of what he would
have been saying, those would have been persons
other than Percy Sutton, and Percy Sutton Kknew

-

that. UNow; I think Percy Sutton is enough of a

man,. that he would have seen that as being other
<A
.\."‘ A
than it should have been, and he would have said,
"If I'm going to be here, I'm going to make some

input." But in the first instance, in terms of
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what was planned, he was only to be there for a
front. And Percy Sutton, again. . . « When I
made the point so strongly that there were no

black people sitting in that headquarters, and
Aiéuis EJ?

When you bang, I think it shakes the mike.
= I

Ch, sorrﬁ_ Lou and persons like that,

Oberdorfer;

who were heading up citizens' groups, recocgnized
it. They said, "Okay, Percy Sutton's going to
come,"” and they staétfgg'clearing out an office
for Percy Sutton, and Percy Sutton never quite
got there. And so we ended up that campaign

without havédg a black person sitting at any

-

1evels}”with the exception of Jackie Greenidge

B
at the reception desk,; and me in those back rooms.

-

And it was absolutely amazing to me, that some

reporter didn't pick that up! £, ypE-HENE point
I mean

I used 6 make. / if for nothing other than

just doing it for the reporters, Yet's notlleave
ourselves open like that!

Who besides Frank Mankiewicz did you take this to?
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jSalinger, Pierre Salinger, Frank Mankiewicz, Ted

Qorensen v ®

What were their reactions?
; I mean,
Ncwn they agreed! /Bverybody agreed, just nothing

happened. We had no difference in terme of, "Yes,
you're richty you're not right." I mean, every-

body agreed-—Burke Marshalle-they all agreed . th#f said,

'we gotta do something,)ﬁnd Pierre Salinger was
N

the guy who really pushed hard?ﬁo try and get it
A o
to happen. But he just never really got it off

the ground.

'1

What about some of the peoP1e that weqan the road,

particularly someone like. Jerry Bruno? What was

his attitude?

You're trying to box me in. Brune,=and LJoaep_/ Jﬁea)

=1 4‘.3.,,..-.1&.» =

Gargan o between Joe Gargan and hepil th;nkvvhgd
hé;héd a major responsibility for whatever hap-
pened in the advancing work. And therefore I
think Jerrg Bruno played a direct influence in
terms of the personality make=up of who were the

advance people. And I know for a fact that Byron



-

Martin, who is a very bright lawyer, a very ec&e
momically well-off guy éut of Boston, Massachusetts,
told me-~he ended up working with me, because of
course, I was doing the black thing, and I was
particularly safe: that he could work with me;;'
that he had been sent out as an advance man,
coming out of Boston, out of Teddy's part of Boston,
being Rnown by Teddy, whofdheing a very capable
gquy, extremely bright. hav:l.ng all the credentials
he could have possibly naededﬁ'that Jerry Bruno,
the first time he waw him show up in California,
literally just asked him, "What the Hell are gou
doing out here?”, and "Why don't you just get on
a plane and go back?", apﬁ he got on the phone
and ranted and raved about, "What are you sending
this guy out here for? We donlt need him."

And meanwhile, the same afternoon, Byron
informed me that he heard thaf. they were pushing
and shoving to try and figure out where they were

going to get some more advance men. So if that

means anything, then I think I probably might let
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it drop right there. But, that's the kind of
attitude you had to'Build. And that was at the
people who were in charge.
Well, maybe this will come out in more specific
instanceéé when we go—out-and get talkingiabout
Indiana. But what about in New York? Hdw effective
did you find your contacts? How much support
was there for the senator in New York?
Well, I think tﬁere was real support for the
senator in New York. There were persons, such
as whitney Young, who were going to reserve
judgment in terms of what they were going to do
in committing themselves, but the persons in
texrms of leaders of organizations. « « « I had
approached and had an on-going relationship with
all the presidents of all the NAACP Zﬁhtional
Assocaationsfor the Advancement of Colored Peoplé?
branches in the state, and had gotten a major
commitment from most of them by the time I wasa
ready to go out on the roag; and two weeks into

the campaign. Nationally, the presidents of many
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of the large Negro fraternities and sororities.

And the black doctors—-I pretty well nailed them
down=--and the black lawyers for the country, and

the black dentists for the country. . . « You
have to remembe:.::,j that in the black community--—
and particularly so in the South--whereas you
have a white structure, there's a complete dupli-
cation of that in the black community. And this
is true even in the East; there wre bhlack crgar,;-
:‘"P;izations. and there are black phaxmacist;‘; right
down across the board. And the same thing's true
ﬁth black beauticians, and #o forth, with black
ministers, « « « And the various conferences
of the AME Zﬂfrican Methodist Episcopa;-/- church,
and the Baptsst church. . « » And there are two
conferences of the Baptist church, which, when
you are talking about five million blak® people
who are Baptist3. « « » My own clplfcg. and I'm
e

Episcopalian, trying tn’__W: {illin scme

balancé to the thing, in terms of getting it. . . .
se én the
It was an Episcopal priest, whojBedford-Stuyvesant
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resbbration boarde*trying to get him committed,
and having him go and talk to white priests, to
try and give real balance to the thing, to try
and get a collective affort going, or a coalition

of persons who were black and whita from the

Episcopal church, because the Zpiscopal church
has such a conservative identity. Maving'éii

T ;Eég%; I think that that was going rather well.

We had a real effort going on, and I would

say that we had probably contacted upwards of
two thousand persons, by telegram, many of them
by telegram, at the time that I had really started
to go out on the roaé; and therefore could not
be back in the officea,

GREENE:s Who did you leave in charge of the office when

you left? Is there anybodys « « «

GRAVES: Yes. In the New fbfk office, Lee Stokes, was

the black guy who we hired, and wiko were paying

on a regular salary basis to run the New York

operation. Lee's an extremely bright Buy, and

a guy that I'm fond of; in terms of being a good guy.
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He was not the pusher that I would have wanted,
but he was efficient‘ enoughtto get things dong,
and to hold down the fort in terms of organizing
for me'\, certain, v By the time we would have
come back here fgg New York primaries; we would
have really been ready to Mxm&a it happen.
Wera you able to keep in touch with him 'during
the campaign?

I made it a paoint to. Zﬁdna./- Ednie Greenbaun,
who works for me nw: full time, had worked for
me as a voluneeer in Kennedy's affice, almost for
the full period of time that I worked in Kennedy's
office, and she knew many of these black people
as well as I did. And her input was absclutely
invaluable to me, in terms of her day-to=-day
being on top of things whan I was out of town.

When we made up the black list for the funexal,

- I made up the list, and got her up at her apart-

ment, in the middle of the night. to make up

that list, when we knew the senator was dying.
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and got her to get three or four aother persons

who I knew would be able to come up with a
walle

really cnmnrehansive and/balanced list of black

people across the cauntrye And she had them in

sswad a—w e o

her apartment, too too——1 was Qut theray I called
would

her from California--so I/thlnk that a lot of

credit has to be given to her‘ in terms of the

input she made.

Did you actually set up a gbrmal headquarters

in New York before you left? Amatorqffroné;

or something of that nature?

Well, there was a New York State headquarters

Robert Lk

for/Xennedy Zinterrupthg/ whiéh was located on

the corner of 38th Street. and Madison Avenue,

which ironically is just one block from where

%wvhm

my office is now. And Carter Burgesé ran that
o#fice and did a good job. He had a lot of diffi-
culty trying to cut out his pieca of the action,
which was going to be running that New York of-
fice, because there were any number of persons

who wanted to come in,and tell him how he should
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be runhing that office;*hﬁﬁ‘any number of persons
who thought that maybe he waan 't capable enough,
and it should be some other hot-shot doing it,
from Washington;, aﬁd:ge had his share of problems
in terms of just trying to mainﬁain his own iden-
tity as being the person whe was geing to tnh

| New York
that Hew York operation. And within that/operatione, . . «

‘We had Lee Stokes working, and I worked out of

that office, also. We conceivably coula not have

a committee called "Blacks for Kbnnedxgg:they
talking about

considered \having/ninority communitiea for Kennedy,

but it gust seemed awkward to set up a structure

" that said, "Blacks for Robert Kenmedy“~—it was

something repugnant about that terminology and

tthat idea. But we did have "foarmmunities for

e B2 g FRES Sy
Robert Kennedy'-<Bsdford-Stuyvesant, Hoiland;

add so forth, I think; and that sid it, without
really saying it.

And did you have separate storééfrunta in these
areas?

Ho.
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GREENE: It was only a single « « »

GRAVES: Well, we would have had storefronts and we would
have gotten it off the ground. . . . Well, we
had one in Bedford@-Stuyvesant, and we were setting

one up in Holla;{ii’. both of which I had set up,

in between going back and forth across the ccﬁntry.

and we would have obviously set up others, going

upstate and so forth, and, you know. « « « Wy

were planning on cmneback from California to
really blitz New York, and we'd already started
laying much of the groundwork, of what would _
happen when we did come back into New Yorky and
it would have been a fantastic thing to have done
New York State. There's no doubt in my mind we
would have won, and probably Shirley Ckésolm,

being the congresswoman right now, would not be

the case, because Willié ﬁilliam C:!? ,l Thompson

e

was our choice for. . . « He was not our choice

for congressman, I take that back. His delegates
were our choice to be our delegates, and the

understanding was that we wouldn't be in his way,
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nor impede him, once he had supported us in terms
of his delegates, and persons who we had scme
tacit agreement with regarding who they were going
to support, and ;&g:%;that being Robert Kennedy.
But anyway, we did have a storefront in Bedfa:d-
we
Stuyvesant, and I would thing that Wadd/come back
into New York, we'd have mot only dona well in
ke

TR T -
the minoriggjﬁv which we'd been doing well in

all across the country, but we would have also
done well in the white communities as well,

Did you try to make the organization in New York
.;..;\ _;.1{,'-';5 :"‘. :,"v_; *.’\E —r«: - Lpdk .

automatically
Firat of all, by my being in New York, that/mdde

an integrated one? . o A

it integrated, since I was black. And the§jwhen
start '
you taYk about fleshing out the organization, we

just from the g;é;§o¢had it integrated, ves.

And I just made it a point; there was just no
problem. Carter had no fuzz betwaep his ears at
all about that; we knew that was something that
had to be. And we worked at it, and I was just

gs much a part, at that point, of being sure we
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had black people ocut there who would. « « « If
nothing else, they were just out there, because
~we needed to have black people. I mean, I was
that much of a practiesml politicdan to realize
that had to be, and then, of course, on the othx

side of the coin, I just wanted to know that I
Ly .

hadfpeog}gjgoéalyégﬁ ware getting something done.

= ,;}T

But we rather worked te getting black people in-

volved; and, of course, people like Bonnie and
Gary Lefkowitz, who played a major role in the
citizens' efforts, and so forth, in the campaign,
had no fuzz between their earsj they were just
good, straight Ppeople. And when they saw some-
body who was good, whether the person was bladk
or white, they brought him Bn. And, of course,
you had many things like ex-Peacé%Corpé;vnlunteers
who had worked under the John Kennedy Administration,
and so forth, who were coming in, who were black.
And New York identified with Robert Kennedy,
particularly as far as the minori;;:;s concerned,

And you had the Puerto Rican community as well as
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the black community. 8o that was not a problem.
e
We just worked at that. And then,)for nothing

o~

elsé?-i‘in order to protect my own intemtsii which,1s,

agm.n, what we're coming back to, which everyone
did in the campa:.gn-[-‘-I made it a pocint to have
black people there,who were looking ocut for Earl
Gravege. Andyparticularly when I knew I was going
to be out of town, I wanted to know who was in
charge and what was going on. The only wag I
was going to do that was to have people who I
thought I could trust. oy Edna was the excentien
in thls. beijng white, but she wase « « » All I
AT

could go on wula be in terms of howv\gcod \‘she WaS e
What about Percy Sutton? - How did Robert Kennedy
feel about his possible candidacy?
Wéll, I think the senator pretty much felt that
nobody could beat LEacob KJ Javits in that year.
We needed somebody who was going to be willing
to go up against him, and then somewhere down

~ ptE

thé"ﬁa&é. I guess we would have owed him a favor.

And we talked Percy into doing ity with the idea
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that probably Percy could have run agaiﬂ; in the
gubernatorial thing; and get one of the s>~
such as Attorney generalz; or Lieqtenant Governor
1f he had lost. That was the unspoken and tacit
understanding that they had, Eut that would seem
to me that that was what Percy had in mind.

Had the senator spoken to him personally, or did
you act as his liason?

No, they spoke oersonally about it. Necause, I

.....

mean, if anynodyhgo out and jump into a senatorial
campaign, somebody ‘s gotta be pramiséing then some
money to get scmetking dona, otherwise there's

no sense in even doing it. Which is what Gene

-~

Nickerson's problem wasv~¥ mean, they almost had
to take up collections in a hat to put him on

the airplane. BExcuse me, is this still on?

Yes.

Yes, it is. Okay. Well, it happens to be a
statement of fact. |

During the early swing throught the country, when

he went through almost all of the states arcund
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the perimeter, Wwerehgbuthe period in which you
were setting up thingas in New Yoxk, or had you
already gone out to Indiana? You were still in
New Ybrk?”‘no you remember thé_date you went out
to Indiana?’ the first time?

2
The first time I went out to Indiana—yes, I can
3

tell you. Martin Luther King was killed on the
Thus&ay e = @

GREENE: That was April 4th « « .

| s 5 s,
S e | - e

GRAVES: JHe was Iilled?

GREENE: Yes.

GRAVES: Then it was the Sunday before, whatever the date
that was in,March. It was the Sunday befors
Martin Luther King was killed, that was the first
trip I made out to Indiana, what&ver date that was.

GREENE s Had you spoken to Dr. King at all, by the way.

in contacting black leaders arocund the country?

GRAVESs Yes, I had.

GREENE: What was his feeling about the.senator's c dacy?
That 's aimost another. . o . /Interruption

GRAVES® -
- f If you just want to be completely candid, in

-
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terms of why He didn't know, it was becausej you

14 i.
-'}.—1 e

didn't know because the only thiné]ihe white com-
e

munitf}hwhether or not.the Whiﬁf community that
surrcunded Robert Kennedy, orfihe white community
that surrounded somebody els;:v;hey remember the
entertainers and the fobtball players. And that's
what you're talking about. And the persons who
got something dcqg-it's just not thers! Who
elée;haéttoié“;ouégnything about any input of a
black personsin the campaign? I see you can't. « « «
you | .3 zve
You sit there and/say_ggﬁbtﬁé; so there it is,
that's the answer . . . |
GREENE: Well, I mean; you're role was obvious, and you
might say it's come out, but outside of that . . .
GRAVES : No, that's. . « «» But what I'm saying. . . &
Well, okay. Nobody has said to you that samebody
made some generous input in terms of what he should
have been saying as far as the welfare program
is concerned. And you had a guy like /James 3;7
Dumpson, who had been head of welfare in New York

City, who I had gotten to agree to support the
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senator. Well, all you wanted to do wes have
super-Negroesy it waén't zembtter of having per-
sons who could really make input in terms of being
basic persons. And it's not a direct result of
Robert Kennedy's attitude; it's a direct result
of some of the perscns who were involved, and

who surrounded him. There was a evailing kind
of giving the Negro second-best, in terms of
giving credit where credéttwas due. And I don't
‘mean myself as an individual, Iv;]ust talking about
just the fact that there were no other black per=-
sons involved in the campaign .’ 5:‘ an example of
what I'm talking about.

GREENE: Do you think that this whole business throughoug
the campaign was simply an extension of you ex-
perience in the Senate office? Were you conditiomed
sort of to expect this; by what had happened
during your tenure in his office?

GRAVES: 1o, because I think the campaign was a completely
different structure. The things that you dealt

with in the ca;:aigﬁ‘;—‘a.nd maybe some of it had to
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do with the fact that it was just peé;;].e who
wanted to cut out their own piece of the acticn,
and they wanted to reduce it down to the lowest
cammon dencminator, and the way to reduce it vras_;-”'
"First, let's eliminate. . . ." When you're
thinking, the first thing you do, is the last
hireé:t/lgirst fired, is to keep the black persons
out of it. And as I think back on it, when they
talked about persons who surpounded the senator: B
and I can think of any number of newspaper articles
that were wextten. ..“: « X was a matter of
Pierre Salinger always having to go b#ék and clean
it up and tell then that he dic{;;in fac‘a-. have
somebedy black working for hml because the re-
 porters would end up writing about the entire

New York officey-and I would have been sitting
there two years——and not even recognize the fact
that I was there, I mean, that's how flagrant

it was. There was just absolutely nothing to be
believed. And Mankiewicz and Pierre would have

to go back and make it a point to let them know



wTi=

that not only did he hage samebody eiéa working
in the office, but that person happened to be
black. And it was a credit to him to be able to
say s0; because no other senators had it. But,
to answer your question, it was cmrtainly different
out on the capaicn, because out on the campaign
king of
was really a cut=throat/thing. I mean, everybody
just wanted to be their person. 2nd I hope that
wvhat I am saying to you is not a supriqnse% because
the people who are not saying it to you are being
less than honest about that campaioml I mean,
ft's just that simple; The campaign ié a fantastic
operation the way the Kemedfzs run it, but in
terms of what we’re talking abouﬁf it's not an
md;t;nmnt of the Kenneds;isfwhen you say that
people who are human beinqs.who wanted te push
and shwé, Ho be sure that they?'% cut out their
own piece of $the action. You should understand
that. But I did not have those kind of problems
in the Senate office. If we had problems, it

.
wasn't because I was a black guyeswell, I take
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that backe=to a certain extent it was, but it
was not that pravaient. In the Senate office,
if we had any problems about who was an first
and who was cm second, it was a matter that we
just were pushing and shoving to be sure thgt
we could win the senator's favor. And this is
one thing that always existad, but that's true
| ; truquof indust.r}%i) that's tzue

P

of the people wheo work for me, t.fiiut they want to

of life; that'

let me know that they wriie the best, or they can
gft out a speech the best, or they can accomplish
the\ jf;h the best. That's what life iE all about.
Thegig whf; in the Catholic church, some guys
stay priests, and other guya became cardinals,
because it's all politiesy a;ﬁnd that's what life
is all about. It's true in the educational sys-
tem, and it's true in the medical profession, and
any profession in life you want to talk about.

So that wamn't particularly different. The thing
that was different was that in the New Yoxrk office
I did not have to put up with this thing on a



day-~to-day thing, and haté to touch ﬁse with
gix peoph;g and that kind of aggravation. And I
did have a clear identity that was not limited
to just the black ccnmmmitg;; although on the came
paign I cut this out for myself, it wasn't desig-
nated. But I venture to sag{; that had I not cut
out N‘I!-:L'!':: particular part of the campaign for myself,
I probably would be still wandering around trying
to figure ocut what my role was in the campaign,
Recause there was no one £hat ever picked up the
phone} and sagd, "Look, Graves, in the first in-
st.a.nce. you're geing to run the black cmm:.ty. o
It was, I picked up the phme and told them, I
said, "I think that what I should be doing is
running the black cammunity," and for want of
somebedy else, or being sble to think of somebody
else to do it, they said, "Yea, you're right."”
But there was never a time ’é\an Senator Kennedy

turned and said, "Now, we need somebody to do the
i
ol

black community.” It wasn't a matterhe was not

thinking about this, it was a matter he had too
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many other things on his mind, sBesemebody else
was going to think of it. BAnd nobody else thought

of it, it's just that simple.
& ;‘;.s';kn;\‘,-_'_;
~ So who did you make your contacts with?
A Lullism 3./
GRAVES: The first contact was withnBi1i¥anden Heuvel, who

é

ended up being kind of like the ccmrd:l.natm;égml

know, everybody started kind of picking ocut their

“-\-.r

own things they were going to do. And I looked
W | I was going to
up, and there was nobody suggesting,that x do
anything. And the same thing was true of Z ﬂ}.'tm 51 _/
. [1”’. Ve “
Carter Jend Dall Forsythe. The New York office
kind of was just left languishing out there,
with the exception of Tom Johnston;',‘ who had been

in it at the beginding. -

£

GREENE: Do you.this was just a question of akck of orga:na.—
zatichswhich seems to be fairly obvious in these
early days, or was it a deliberate oversight?

GRAVES: A lot of it had to do with a lack of organization,
and a lot of it had to do with the fact that all
the supernumeraries were in Washington where the

actdon was. And if you couldn’t get to Washingtcn,
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a you couldn‘'t be where the action was; it's just
that simple,

GREENE: Well, when you got to Indiana, what was the situ-
ation, as far as the organization wwent, and how -
you ;a;rlhings: as far as what you were going to

L
have to do, and.be working with?

+_atzd

GRAVES: Well, when I arrived in Indiana, as I ;ﬁg yes-
terday, thege wasn't any oarganization, I mean
it was almost like Gerry Doherty had just gotten
there??and Gerry Doherty is a good gu}?‘i-?nd the
other persons who were there, thgy just hadn't
gotten agything dealt with, and that Sunday was
realJ:‘y an organizational Sunday, or an organizational
day. &n:d Senator Ted came in, and the major
rzole he played that day, in addition to talking
to some delegates, was to kind of just give the o
old pep talk about, "Let's go out and win this onei__w
and get the guys out on the road. So there wasn't
any real organization to speak of, and it was

just assumed. . . . You come right back to the

same prevailing thing——it had nothidggto do with



=79

>
Senator Ted-—that. . . . I rememberyg as the dis-

tricts were cut up that day=-and I was in the

room, there--there was no real discussion about,

"Maybe Graves should take a congrassional districtg”

S

because this was assumed that the thing I was
20 v,
going to,was to handle the black thing; because

3
-

I was black. So in one instance it was the
matter that I had pushed to get it, and in anchher
instance it was just assumed that I was ofing to
do it; when I was there.

GREVES : Do you think this was in any way a demeaning as-
sumption, or was it just, in their eyes at least,
a natural thing, that you'd be better off handling
this than a white personl?- |

GRAVES : There was no questionﬁhghis was a demeaning assump~
__‘!:ion.

GREENE: Why? > #7

GRAVES: There's no doubt about it. It muid never have

crossed their minds, to say, "let's put this

-

it Rk A2
BBy

white community. 2And I'm enough of a realist to
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recogniz.d;‘;-, in many places you could not have done
it Nw,i,\:nost areas in Indiana, it would have
been darm tough to have a black quy go out and
try and organize a white cwmunj.ty in Indianal:
Indiana is as bad és Alabama in some places, But
I'm takking. « « « There were areas, there ware
ot bes
jobsy and things that coula e accomplished. ﬂI
pushed hard to be sure that_.ﬂmayha you eouldnj}
get some black advertiser,;ggrm to take a

small piece of the campaign. Mayhg &y;:u couldn't
get some b@ack guy in graphics to gai: a smitll

piece of the campaign. It just seemed to me,

that, if ﬁohhm Kennec‘iy was going t;fr;preaent e
what he stcod for, that he had to be able to say
that he had done this, that when we loocked at |
the total campaign and what we had accomplished. S
And this is what I worked on. I catalogued all |
the peppdes who requested to do scmething in the
campaig:;. on a professicnal mm. And I had
persans contacting meﬁ, who said that, you know,

“this is my expertise, I drive a car. And then,
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of course, that's a very low level of entry we're
talking about, but even persons who were involved
in graphics, or persons who were going to be in-
volved in TV producing, and 80 rforth._ I tried to

suffigest those names; and to get them in. It was

to fmctionalized; even the persons you suggested

it to, they always seemed to hawe to suggest it
I talked to ed ’
to somebody else. If/Burke Marshall, . . o~ If

Burke Marshall happened to be avallable that week,
then it went right throuch, and it fpaybe jwould
move., But :.fthatvwas his last day he was going
to be giving the campaign for that week?..i' and then
he wouldn't be coming back to it for three or
four days, then it was a matter that I'd have to,
like. . . «» Burke would say, "Why don't you'
taik to Ted," and Ted would be, you know, on his
way back from Cregon, or his way out to Nebraska,
something like that . ., .

You mean Ted Sorensen?

Sorensen. And maybe he'd say, "Yeah, you're

right," and then it would it would kind of like
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just drift off, and it wasn't a matter o%@ in~
st

matiter of it just never got doms.

GREENE: Do you think that this kind of thing pervaded the
organization, that it was just very locse at thia
peint, and things weren't going thrmgh% at all
levels, or was this particulaxly true of this
particular issue, with the black mnity% and
black valunteers? What I'm trying to get at(} is,
is this peculiar to this situation, or is this
somewhat typical &©f the way the whole thing was
operating at that point? A lot of pecple have
said that it was?very disorganized, almost non-
cam';-aigf;ohz the beginning,

GRAVES: Well, I think, exactlxl fit was a very much disor=-
ganized and non-campaign, but once you really
got it going and got it cranked ui:} the .{rwalvement
of black people as we looked at it, Vand/l saw
it happen, was th#t we had fifty foothall players
came in who were black, and tem entertainers,

but in texrms of. « « » Nobody ever suggested to
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me that we had a task force of black guyse off

working somewhere .éaha were really qualified to
do ity in terms of an econamic development fro-

gram for the black community. That was _just.." not

NOJ“"‘~’

there. And I know that maﬂ happen‘“} S0

therefore, when we finally got it organized, the
way it got organized first in the black cmunnmityz
is now we had more entertainers and more football
pPlayers, but in terms of guys who were really
making input into the camj?aig:. that wasn't
happening.
Was this a problem in the commnity iﬁself 3 dia
you get a ot of questions about that?

Bu‘h the th;i.ng of ﬁennedy himself, he 0 mes=

merized the ccmmnm:.ta.es ancE &he people with which
T b\..- (3a]

we were going out to the ghetto‘ w:.th; that that

’G\.‘—’

was not a problem. Where I got the problem in

___,nc.

the _blac.‘:, was Wbl the much more sophisticated
persons who waw it as not being right.~- The
pecple who were asking for those jobs in communi-

cation, persons who were asking for those jobs



=84

in ad agencies, they were the cnes who could see
it. And they were the cnes who were criticizing,

And then, of course, the requgaﬁt would ccme
out of New Ybrkf;and the campaign%@fout in NHebraskaw—
so how'many people out in Hebraska, when the cam-
paign*éuconstantly on the move;’aut of a bus, out
of an airplane, are going to be able to spot it?
I mean, as quick.as you spot it, it's gone. And
if you didn't have some rather cobjective reporter
there on the scene who would write that, it wasn’'t
going to hapren. And I think the reporters were
almost as mesmerized by Kennedy as many of the
recple, because, ﬁbll, there were very few re-
porters who were critical cf the KEnneﬁst as
they went across the country. It almost got to
béua cult, rather than a political campaign.
Yeu know, that they had belonged to some king of. . .
You nov, right now, the Xennedy press still meets
in Weshington, and I think it's an hecnor +o him
that they do. DBut it just says to me that the

Yewnedy press was that much Fennedy press, that
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they, in fact, gould not be totally éhjectiva as
——— llhf“'.)b" o ¢ ,|,,\51\{,,1 ath e, L dewd B

GREENE s All right, who were you working with in Indiana?
I now Walter Sheridan was inttmra%at. lsast
part of the tim

GRAVES: Walter Sheridan, bf my understanding of what his
involvement was with the Kennedy%s}; prior to my
meeting him in 1968, was that he had worked in
the Justice Departmen:a\ and played a major role
in the lndJ.\t@BBnt and subaequent investigation
of‘Jhm@ké{a_mf%, Hoffa, and that he was a
bright guy who worked for CBS TV, or I think it
was NBC,TWhichever it was—-one of the major
networks,., What his particular foxrte was.v that
he ended up playing same role in the black:,_gom-
munity, I will never mderatand,\:é;;ause e 58
no great. . . . He was a bright gquy, but he had
no great talent. He was white, which gave him
cne problem, and then I never saw that he was
particularly sensitive to what it was that had

to be acccnnplishéd. He was just a guy that I
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cguess they thought could work with sdﬁething that
had a lot of intrigﬁe involved in it, and, of
course, since we were treating the black people

as being intriguedy—and he had been involved in

the things as mysterious as the Jimmy Hoffa thing=—-
that maybe hes ended up doing it. I have nc idea
what his particular. . . . 5&And I never could

mut a hangle on how he ended up working in this
particular area. I guess, each person probably
tried to pick out an area which he thought he

had some expertise in, and mgybe he told somebkody
that was his thing, and he started off doing it.

I will say that, by the time we got as far as. « . «
In Indiana, I started off with him. He was in-
wvolved in that thing I told you about veesterday.
that they had some probéém . . .

The meeting?

The meeting. He was involved in that thing.

He was the person who was kind of, I guess running
scared, and when these blacks told him that they

were going to give the senator particular Hell
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because I had not said to them that they were
going to be able to make huge pilesvof money, he
was another one of the persons they tried to
bamboozle, and he fell into that. And these are
the same guys that ended up, you know, being in
jail.

But by the time we got to Indiana I mean
one day we looked up and I was doing the thing--
and by this time I had really established my
credentials with Larry O'Brien--and I said, "Well,
let me check with Walter Sheridan."” And Larry
G'Brien just said, "Well, who the hell is Walter
Sheridan?" And I said, "Well, he's the gquy, you
know, he's been going some things in the black
community.” And he said;.!WEIl, as far as I'm
concerned, you're the guy that makes the judgments.
You don't have to check with anybody. You just
deliver to me, just go ahead and do itl" And
that was the kind of thing that took us until
we almost got to California before I could hear

that kind of thing from somebody who
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had some authority in the campaion. And it was
damn aggravating to always be looking around,

having toc respond to somebody else, who was white,

.
T [

and | rahd get shmething done.
CREENE: Was Larry O'Brien particularly helpful in this
respect, encouraging you to go out on your own?

ﬁ\.AV =

it
5]
e

Extremely helpful. He and Ira Kapenstein were
real cguys, when it came to getting it dcne. 2and
it wacn't that Larry O'Brien, although larry

0'Brien is a straight guy, it wasn't because

Larry C'Brien had scome social conscience, and
he wasn't carrying any flag: ‘he wanted to win
campaigns! That was his jcb, to be campaian
manager and make it happen. And when he saw,
back in HNebraska, that we had gotten it doneﬂf,;
the way we had.it, and then he saw it in Oregon,

that we had wons although the senator lot it by

a narrow margin, he didn't lose in the black

& -

cormmunity. Then,we got to California . and I

was able tc calm thingz down as far as those

black peliticians were concernedy there was just

|
s
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ne question in his midd; that that's what I should
be doing. And he was just a practical person,
and I could always get to Laryy O'Briehl when he
wags as 'bz.g as he lpossibly could ke. If I said
I had something to discuss which had to do with
what I'm doing, he was availabie! And if he
wasn't available right then, he was available
within a couple of hours. Or he'd come out and
see me?'ﬁeﬁsaye, "Okay, I'll be out to see you."
©f course, this is jumping ahead, because he
wasn't there at the time of the meeting, was he,
Larryé

¢h, na} . no, no, nc, nNo,

If I were going to loik at it, in terms of

how I started off my career, on that 1968 Presidential

campaign, I would say,that Indiana, in the first
= ﬁc‘ pok X

instance, was a disasterLZZ$t\was a disaster
because there were white persons who were making
judgments who should not have been making the

judements. And fortunately, you had persons,

such as John lewis, who was around, to say that



=30 =

something here stinks, and be able ﬁé see what
had gone wrong, by‘having this person, Hblgate-;‘
just w&é able to pull up tight. . . . I remember
John Lewis, the night that that thing happened,
which was the same night that Martin Luther King
died, ZEQterruptti?. I remermber John lLewis
atopping the senator in the hall.’alnd John lewis
was very filded with emotion at that point;
because Martin Luther King and he had been very
close together in the‘Bivil\gights movement; and
sayving tc the senator that he wanted to set the
record straight. And this was not af ny request
that he had done this. But he saigd, "You Zmow,
you had a meeting tcnigﬁ£ with zome black people
who are not “good®™ black people, and you had
gone advice today from some white people who do
not know what they are doing in terms of how
they are dealing in the black community. And

I was here, and I'm here working for you. Graves
wasrnot here today to defend‘his own cause, as

to know what was going on, and I'm almost quoting
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him verbatum, "and he was not dealt with homestly
or fairly. Aand I think you should know this;
because there are people who are giving you input
that is not accurate, fair; or right." And I
remerber the senator stopping John, and saying,
"Hiell, letils talk about it a little bitp"and they
in that hall and talked, and I just kind of
wandered away, because I didn't want to stand
there as if they were putting it together for me,
and the senatorxr caﬁe down the Eall to mé; and
said, "If there wés same misunderstanding in
terms of what went on there, theq_we'ii straighten

it out."” And, with Xemmedy, it wéé never really
. 3 R e

i

mucﬂic££er than-£hatfact'that that just meant

that it was resolved and it was no problem, and
den't worry about it. BAnd basically, that's

what he said tc me. He said, "Just forget the
whole thing,” |

wWhat do ycu mean when you say they were not “good"”
black people? What was your cobjection to their

gharacter?
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GRAVES : When I say they were not "geood" black people, I
‘don't mean to put a-connotétion on "good" and
"black", I mean that their interests were other
than just for the senater's interest, their in-
terest was just purely a monetﬁry thing. They
saw the campaign~-and they were no different than
many whnite persons who were involved in the campaign,
either, I might say:—gell, it was obviocus to ne
that they not persons who were interested in going
out and pushing registration efforts and getting
black people registered to vote for Senator
Kennedf} g0 he could win the primary.  They

{ were persons interested in making themselves a

pile of monev, and coming in and saying they were
going to accomplish these things, and cuching
their own causé;:that being just how to get some
money out of this campaign.

GREEHNE: Mow, I'm nct sure I foldow what you mean by ®*seeking
money. Were they seeking handouts, or . . .

CRAVES : Ne, not handouts, they were moﬁ%?uused. Persons

would come in and say, "I can organize blaécks
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X, ¥, and 2’:{} and have three rallies for you, and
register five hundred pecple, and it‘'Bl cost you
five thousand dollars for me to get my people out
on the street to get it accamplished: Or it'll
cost me ten thousand dollars, or in the case of
these guvs, it'll cost twenty thousand dollars.
And the questicn is whether or not you get it.
And for what they were going to turn out for what
you wanted, the answer was no, it's just not worth
it. And I thought it wasn't worth it, and they’
still ended up getting a substantial amount of
that noney.

At who's authority?

The senator left;xhen. It wasn't at the senatﬁr's
authority, it was at someone's authority in
Indiana, and I didn't stay in Indianapolis. If

I told you yesterday, once, I saw that things

~went as they went, I elected not to be in Indianapolis,

because I just saw it mas never going to be satis=
factory, and I wasn't going to sacrifice my career

for what was going to‘}happeﬁﬁﬂin the black
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commmity in Indianapolis, Indiana;;with persons
who I could deal with, later on down the giike.

I wisely dust moved on, and of course it all
%ﬁ}fted out in the ené& because it couldn't have
worked out any better than it did, in terms of

my relationship with O'Brien and the cther pecple,

as the campaign went on,

B 1

By whose authority do you think it was to give
these people whatever funds they wanted to have,
authorize them to do vhatever it was they were
rlanning?

I would imagine that Walter Sheridan was prcbably
the coordinator of whatever happrened, to my know-
ledge. I'm not gaying he was directly involved

i e
in handing them the moneyiﬁggt he did. » s »

But it seems to me that what happened was that

he was cocordinating t@g thing,aand if any monies
were transacted, Ifggﬁéine hé;,or Cerry Doherty,
or whoever playved a major role in the running of

Indiana. . . . %hen you start talking about

large sums of money;;like what I'm talking about,

-



then it would seem to me that it would probably

have to come at that level.



