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EARI, CRAVES
A

August 28, 1969
New York, New York

el gt EHS LA VN BEN &

B

_ By Roberta Greene
Yor +the Tlebogeet 7. Kerie [
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GREENE : Would you begin bynexplaining what you remember

i

about the plans for the April ée%%%hfvisit? As
it turned out}that was the night Martin Luther
King was killed, but what do you remember about
planning for that first visit to Indianapolis?
GRAVES : Well, I'm not sure when you ask me what I remember
LY.

about the April f&urfﬁ’visit in terms of planning

o7y Won

< coming to Indianapolis, I assume that what you're
talking about is what preparations went into the
visit of Senator Kennedy to Indianapolis.

GREENE : Yed.

s

-

< ;
GRAVES : I was not directly involved $n*—“;::b,Since I was

out on the road at that time in, T guess it was the
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%Eftﬁéfﬁwbaff-of thé‘éfaté;if"ﬁméﬁthe western

o
=)

part of the statg}réXéﬁsemﬁéi'Fort Wayne, South

-

Bend and on the road coming in with the Senatore
A

I was not directly involved in the planning that

f’
went on for that wvisit. HI knew that part of what

I®

we were going to do was to rémain.. . ...

go into the ghetto of Indianapolis. (iﬂitii;i;;;Jﬂf;fi,
The plan was that I would go with him, as far as

that stop was concerned, into the ghetto of Indiana-
polis that evening. We left Fort Wayne and flew

<~ When we landed in.

on and when we 1efg§
I'm just trying to-remember the sequence of events
in terms of how we found out that King had been
shot that night.ﬂil found out about it riding in
a police car on the way back to the airport with a

group of rather racist policemen who were laughing
_g.f-r"

about it gﬁ;iitgﬁé?jmfﬁ,fﬁ—not remembering I was in
y S

the car, ‘ﬁkd then, remembering I was in the car,

trying to cover it up}a bit anywag)in terms of some

of the sly comments they were making about the fact

that King had been shot. At that point it had not
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been confirmed that he was dead yet. When we all

got on the plane to take of?}leaving Fort Wayne - -

-

and I was on the plane with the Senator, it still

4
had not been confirmed that he had died. When we

landed, as soon as we landed, we foundfgfwréf Tn
F

fact, the reporter got. . . . I take that back.
The pilot did get the word while we were in flight
that King had dieéjand they came %?ck)and the
reporters all kne%'by this time. Qéﬁﬂlghere was

some discussion on the plane in terms of what this

was going to mean)and the Senator was very distraught

kg \J'.?.‘A.-"?F

and”very upset about the factAthis had happened.
13%334; know I remember going back to try and speak

to him about what I thought we should do or should

not do;and he didn't want to speak to anybody. He

@mﬁfmﬁ;£;$=He didn't mince any words about the

fact at that time with me that, you know, he didn't

want to be bothered, that he would talk to me

later.

When I got into Indianapolis)because of the

problems that had arisen as far as the black
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community was concerneq{'which I mentioned to you

_Dames |

AJim Tolan and

[ Tt ﬁ-’---uflé oy ] K

[Gerald J.] Jerry Bruno We were talking about the
A=

in the previous interview,

Indianapolis thlan }And I'm going to be completely
i Ty o

candid andmtuznﬁﬁa what happened that night. BAs
we got off that plane we got into a thing
with Jim Tolan, Jerry Bruno lWhat was the name of

the guy who was traveling with the Senator all
r"h—-m{r: i
the .+ [Frederick G.] Fred Dutton. ., -

Mrmmztmt s

B i

T

Dutton.

ﬁﬁiéhé;i The Senator and myself. 'AﬁdﬁBruno and Jim

Tolap)because of the intrigue that they had gotten

themselves involved in as far as the black community
is concerned in Indianapolisj"kf“Ld e

just cut me out of any of the decisiod?making process
that went on)from the time the plane landed and

we were going to make up our minds what we were going

to do about going into the black communit%funtil we

actually made the decision to gq% which took about

L]

ten minutes with a lot of running back and forth

and a lot of very secretive nonsengé. It was just
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+he s
% very childish, kind of high school | bugh leas we.

type of activities that went on with the three

of them, not meaning the Senator,{ﬁHﬁ{;he Senator
qq —

was not aware of any of this. wajI couldnt

figure out what was going on until John Lewis
in

told me, “fcause he came out to the airport and

said, ”They re trylng to play games with you‘“
= = h"‘"“a—' -,
f"And he sald,\"The best thing to do is just ride
it out until you get to the hotel," meanlng just
Eill
let it go as it's going / you get to the hotel
Fi 2
and see what's going on. Qﬁnd he said, "And just o
’:H -
vhead over to the rallies." I did get in the car

and go to the rally with the Senator. fﬁéﬁ at that

———

point the Senator reallynd;d not.WTffmﬁ had no
indication of any kind of problems that supposedly

were going on as far as the black community was

g
i 4 ; « ’ #
concerned? Any dlssatlsfactlon We got to the

/’ '“n

e

of course, is now part of history. _When we got‘

m"’:’:"

back to the. ‘Jﬁﬁw there's not too much

more I can say about what happened that night in



-101-

Indianapolis other than the fact that, you know,

-y

the Senator was well receivedgﬁéa I'm sure that
the statement he made had a lot to do with there

not being any riots or disturbances there that

g
i

night. (And I remember indicating to him that I

<
thought it was a fine statement he made. When we

Ty

got back to the hotel,iiwwég; aémthééwﬁointnirﬁ

{iﬁié%:HEQaE I was able to figure out by that time
that what had happened was that [Franklin W.]
Holgate{fﬁéﬁdecided——and I mentioned his name

before; ﬁé's the assistant minority leader in

o AT i

MassachusettsJ iBiack guy——ﬁ§§%§§gigéa}to make some

Wies e,
moves that was going to make Frank Holgate look

rather good at the expense of whatever work iﬁéﬁi

I had been doing in the black community, not necessarily

RE

at the expense of Earl Graves"%ause I think what

we're talking about is a little bit bigger than
Earl Graves, at least what I was talking about then

in terms of my concern as to how we handle the black

s s
{ [ et

community. 'It turns out that Tolan and. . . 3 had

put together a meeting vis-a-vis Holgate. Or I should
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say Holgate and Tolan had got together and put
together a meeting of the same black people who
had asked me for moneys, a>§ I had indicated to
them we were not going to just give away fifteen

or twenty thousand dollars. They talked Holgate

il

-

b
and Tolan into having a private meeting, dn_guotes,S

with the Senator. fAhd they did have their meeting.
I found out the meeting was going on and entered
the meetingséﬁﬁ'it caused some concern on the part
of Tolan andfébé} supposedly, the black guys. “}ﬁﬁL
Tolan called me ove{Jkind of angrg}and asked that

I not stay at the meeting because the thing that
they were supposedly angry about was the fact that
I was thg one that had precipitated this whole
thing. 'éﬁa not wanting to compound the thing, I

left the meeting as soon as the. . . . You know,

if, in fact, Jim Tolan who was nothing more than
il g

an advancéfbut a guy who the Senator respectedjand
T+

a Jerry Bruno and a Frank Holgate were going to be
able to turn off all the work that I had done in

the past, then iiiwas;';'{flsihis was as good a
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Lo
Q%ggifortunately,
o Y e

of course, again I come back to the point that

s

time as any to find out about it.

the Senator was not really aware of all of the
intrigue that was involved and only wanted to do
what he thought was right. What came out of the
meeting basically was that they weréﬂ”."f;T These
f, y
guys were going to get some mone% much agaiﬁst
my objections. And, as I said before, these same
guys.that we. . . that literally just shook the

group down, shook us down, are all in Jjail now.

They're all under indictment for various offenses
-

in Indianapolis. When that meeting was over, as

I said before, John Lewis and I had a conversation

E“EE"—'-

o
with the Senator amd John Lewis made the pointdin

his own grief,*because he was so close to Martin

i

Luther KingA to take time to go over and say to the
Senator--and he and John talked about it--that there
were some things that were less than correct in
terms of how the black community was”being handled
in Indianapolis and-likewiééff}k;%%*meaning the way

that Holgate and Jim Tolan and Jerry Bruno had



~104-

approached the thing.
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T think it was rather unfor-

tunatejand I don't know guite where it would have
all led to:as far as the campaign is concerned/as
we had gone alongﬁbe@a@ég'l think as things got

more lined up, meaning the campaign, and positions
got a2 little bit more straight and everybody kinéu

e )

of . .o..%% was kind of beating out their own position
in the campaign, hammering out their own position,

T think it would have. . . . We'd have had a head—

on collision somewhere down the road, oxr to use
g

one of my favorite terms, somwhere down the pike.

e

“The only thing that probably would have avoided
that and made it possible for me not to have any

real problems was the fact that [Lawrence F.] Larry
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O'Brien recognized the job that I was doing in

the Negro community. But}again,the reason that
something like that was able to go on and that we
could have that kind of nonsense was that in

the final analysis,there was no one black person or
group of black persons that anybody in that cam-
paign at the highest leve% or otherwis% felt enough
confidence in to be able to let that person make

a judgmentﬁeven when it came to the black community.
We always had to turn to the white experts in the

black community. ,égﬁ]_YOu”khbﬁ?3so we keep coming
g

—

right back to the fact that ghé%é?é smacks of.

You know, a black guy is not even good enough to

make a judgment as far as his own black community

is concerned, much less to make some decisions

in terms of what happens igﬁFhe white communityj
s +

_A\ y By
éﬁnd just smacks of racism. It's a matter that
N &

-
-

we're going to give the black guy/I which is what
our society is all about in 1969. You know, a
black guy's a good guy, but he's not quite as good

as a white guyjand that's what you're talking about.
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That's what you're talking about in business and

that's what you're talking about in the very

business that I'm in. You know, with all the

credentials I can come with as far as having worked

for the Senator and the work that I've done and

my own expertise, whatever that might be, you know,

At :éiwngbu still have that same probleglﬁﬁéﬁgtm
{¥\:20 matter how people relate to you, whether or not

you're talking about the community I live in....

I consider myself probably head and shpulders

above many of the individuals that. fd; ; in the

community that I liv%; which unfortunatelyiﬂgnd

I say”unfortunatelyubecause I1'd rather it be a

integrated communitye Eead and shoulders above

many of the individuals who live and surround me/*a_

in the surrou?ding community where my home is and

yet (I, . ?ﬁfhybu know, there's no doubt in my
} W

mind that they consider me. . . . They feel happy
about the fact ﬁﬁﬁ?, you know, that they can at

least say that they have some kind of person who

has some position publicly, or had some position
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publicly. So that kind of justifies it in their
minq; }éut I'm sure that they ggggé,_f“fffféﬂé§ﬁ”ﬁ-nm
look upon the thing as being not just another
neighbor, but a black neighbor. And, you know,
I don't think we're going to see that change in
my lifetim?) /érdbably won't see a change in my
children's lifetime. 'ﬁﬁg}zf the present Administra-
tion and the direction it‘; going is any indication
of what we can look tqjthen I would say that we have
a very, very long road still to go.

Of course, I don't know whether or not that

L‘lf'"s?"r"\
answers what happened on April £eustH, but anyway

k<

T think that it kind of. . . . What.that. ..
What we've said in the last ten minutes I think
kind of sets the tone for how I feel the campaign
was going at that point and how I think, as I
look back on it, it would have probably comeigut.
There would not have been any black persons that
Have had... . would have made major input. I

don't mean guys who got on the bandstand and played

a guitar or guys who could run very fast and were
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good athletes. 1I'm talking about persons who

have made a major contribution)who were blackjto
the campaign. That was a problem they had; Those
persons were non-existent. And we were pretty
well into the campaign at the time of the Senator's
death; ,ﬁb were in the California primaries. &nd—
I know it would not have been any different if you'd
have brought Louis Martin in, if you'd have.
There's nobody I know of politically that they
would talk about bringing ingor persons who would
have come in)that would have had any greater

credentials or input into that campaign than I did-

]
”

“7and I had no problem with Louis Martin coming in

with all his credentials, but Louis Martin would
have been coming in only as still to be the black

guy“ééé I had an opportunity to see Louis Martin

-

e 2 |
Who was £ormerl¥...se=- When I talk about Louis

Martin I'm talking about the former deputy chairman

of the Democratic National party, who's a first~;

- —
i

rate guzqand I had an opportunity to see Louis

Martin operate within the framework of what supposedly
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was supposed to be histdeputy chairmanship?éﬁ%?

Louis Martin had less authority than some of those

% il

guys whoéﬁ%%g? you know, ‘who had come on as advance
men in the [Hubert H.] Humphrey campaign. I mean,
I sat in on those meetings}and T,ouis Martin prac-

tically had to raise his hand and ask permission

to speak. Eoumknéﬁ? and I mean I'm talking about

e

§~top level meetings} I attended those meetings,
—

ﬁnd Louis Martin was the black guy,amd then when
Larry O'Brien took over for the Humphrey campaign,
he asked me to come in and I was privy to these

. #'{A :
meetlngs.aﬁatwe sat around that table with six
Cabinet~-level officers and the rest of the super—
Numerar! 25 who were involved in that thing,a;a Louis
Martin, you know, was a guy who made some input
as far as what he thought about the black community,
but it was always a up hill strugglejand he was
recognized as being a black guy and not a leader,
just a black leader.

Tell me, did you ever get a feeling that maybe

Robert Kennedy or his top people were not that
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interested in the black support, that they felt
they had it and they'd rather keep it kind of
at a distance and go after support where they

weren't so strong?

o
&
s,

No. I didn't get that feeling. Fewesmeny If
anything, it was the contrary. -Tn-the.primaries.
Someone asked me that question yesterday: T

*

don't remember exactly how it went. I read an

= =
-

&
article yesterday that said\thatv&nﬂthevvvm?W§

hY

in the Negro reference bookiyitwsééé the most
important parﬁj wajgffhe place where Negroes can
make the greatest influencqhaééﬂ as far as the
electoral process is concerned;ﬁgr the political
process 1s concerned, is in the primarieﬁjand this
=

is accurate. Beea&;?h}t‘s in the primaries that
they can swing, reall;swin?)a vote for a couple
of reasons. One is}in a primary, particularly a

Democratic primary, you've got to court that vote

because it's not guaranteed. The second point

dg. . . » is that normally the black vote is not a

Syl agor R
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heavy turnout. There's a lot of apathy, just in
general with primaries;anq_certainly more So in
N
the black community. ﬁ;ﬁ jf you can get a person
who can challenge themiiiﬁﬁh this apathy to turn
it around, such as Robert Kennedy was able to do,
then you're going to win that vote. And, as I
pointed out, in Nebraska the black vote was the
difference; ;n California it was definitely the
difference. I mean, you know, Kennedy died and i+
never came out, but I mean I think the final vote
was forty-eight to forty-five or something like
that in terms of percentageégtgr forty—five:‘.lt
was very close. Thele-were three or four percentage
points apart, where in the beginning they were
talking about them being ten percentage points ahead.
Well, we weren'ﬁjand the difference/in terms of
Robert Kennedy winning in California was the black
) )
community. So he never approached it with the
idea that he didn't need that black community. He

was the first one to recognize he needed that black

and Puerto Rican community. That's why we spent.
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Larry O'Brien took a personal look at what was
going on in each state}through my effortsgto

see what was going on. I mean}we just had to win
those areas.cﬂln Oregon, as I told you before,
although we lost Oregon we certainly WO?}E&% we
turned out more people than had ever, K ever voted

/

in probably three primaries, if you added them

all up together. Theﬁthreewm;ﬁf§u The three
previous Presidential primaries, if you added up
the total vote of the black community, it was
greater in the last one/which is the one that
Robert Kennedy was in. So that's the kind of
turnout and effort we made and we needed.

GREENE: And you think this was generally agreed upon
among the other aiq;?

s werc 15

GRAVES : oh, yeah. <You know, the person® te-him close to

£

it at the top recognized it immediately. I mean
there was no question that [Theodore C.] Sorensen
when he asked me to come out to Indiana, and Larry

O‘Brien)in terms of getting me on top of things

-

-

in Nebraska and Oregony likewise going over to
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Californiggrecognized we just had to pull that

~,

/
off. .E-medn there was a great concern about
nailing that black vote down. We just had to get

the best turnout possible, and we made a real effort.

7

Now/you mentioned last time that you spent primary
day with Mayor [Richard G.] Hatcher and you had

been working fairly closely with him. Do you remember
(S BN

any discussion\regarding this April £oweth visitI
about whether or not he should go to Gary and how
Mayor Hatcher felt about this?

Whether or not.

o Ry

Mayor Hatcher thought he‘eg% to come to Gary at

&

this time. I read a memo which indicated that he
felt it would be bad for Robert Kennedy to go
there, because it was too early and a number of
other reasons. Remember Thet digseussion

Yeah, I remember. Yeah. Let's see, how did

o

? e

that go. Wemwerevgoing*towend:~;~qf? He was going

to end up in Gary, you know,hﬂcause I helped put

e
ot

oy
that together while I was there. #mnd he wasn't

W,

going to go on April £ourEh, but he was going to
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come to Gary on that Friday or Saturday. King
was killed on a Thursday, I think it was.

GREENE : Right.

GRAVES : é%ﬁ we were coming into Gary. You know, it had
been resolved_thatT~“~fgh There had been some
qguestion as to what was the best time to come, but
I know for a fact that we were going to go)because

I'd briefed all of the city officials for Hatcher

&’

in terms of the visit, what we expected}aﬁﬁ’what
was necessary a&ﬁ security precautions and the
like. -%;arye were going into Gary, Indiana.

2

Excuse-me. We were going into Gary, Indiana)either
that Friday or that saturdayj I mean that had
already been set up. So I don't remember the prob-
lems we got in the. . . . Of course, I don't know
what memorandum you're talking about, obviously,
but;in terms of the problems involved there)there
was some questionabout what was the best time for
him to come inj but he definitely was going in

that same week, so T don't think that it was a

matter of we had to put it off for a month or something.
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How did you an? John Lewis get involved in helping
. Srjoﬁ"{'

LLaresis —

MrsaxKing? Was this at Robert Kennedy's request?
After the

Yeah, after he had spoken to her.

Well, no. John Lewis didn't really come as a
representative. John Lewis was working for us

in the campaign. I'd gotten John Lewis to come

on board and help us going around the country,

b&cause he was excellent§aﬁa he was well identified,

and going into the synagogues and so forth he

was fantastic. ‘in California we didn't send
: ; = .
either he or Charles Evers into=the; as I said

before, into the black community. We did at times,
e
'S

buk.} you know, when the Senator was gone, but

where we really sent them was into the synagogues

i

where could turn around that [Eugene J.] McCarthy
A ¢

vote and just say to McCarthyfpowkwhat ig this,

S

all of this liberalism that people keep talking

i
about that MeCarthy has? It's just not there.
"

and John and Charlie Evers and Senator [Leroy R.]

Johnson from Atlanta were able to do this. But
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John Lewis was“going....s—e—-dohn.-Lewis lives in

Atlanta;égﬁ so afte{; e when King died, John

-

automatically wanted to go back homesand in addition)

he certainly wanted to be where what was going on.
He was a member of the SCLC [Southern Christian
Leadership Conference] board, which is Dr. King's
organization Jandy—yeu~kmow;—he~hadr '{ All his
ties were there] jfhat's where he lived. So it

just made sense that we were going back to Atlanta
together.ﬁﬂln terms of how I ended up doing the
work for Mrs. King, the Senator spoke to Mrs. King

on the phone from my room that evening and told

Pt
her that he would provide the plane_and he said he

didn't want any publicity about it And-that-wast .

A
fﬁhd I know he was unhappy when it did come out in
the way it did; '"/rfhat he would give her the plane,
or provide the plane, to go pick up Dr. King's body.
Andhhedsaidﬁﬂﬁwijé.ﬁ%d he told her then that he

would send me down/and that he would’obviously)come

down for the funeral. Anything he could do, held

—

and he would do in terms of assisting he{)and that

/
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also T would be available to her for the duration

of the crisis that was there.

Had you Mad@u=m-e suggested he make the call}or

did he make 1t on his own?

1
(% il

I think I remember suggestingﬂto him as we left
the rally. I said, "Well, I guess we should try
and reach Mrs. King}“ ﬁﬁnd he said, "Yes, let's

do that.”}wknégheﬁgﬁfﬂ? m& think we should call

7
i

her." @nd then we got into the whole discussionj

e

prior to calling;heréabout whether or not we
should‘iigg%bcampaigning. That was another discussion
that evening. Jack Paar was there and any number

of persons.

How was opinion divided on that? Was there anyone
in favor of going ahead with the campaigning?

No, I think most of it was. . . . It's kind of not
very clear in my mind, but it seems to me that most
of the personsfgzét not ln%ffza%fd;gontinugﬁ%ith the
campaign, Wwﬁ%m—notvcontiﬂug~with the“campaignﬁﬁd
Exouse-nes

Was there any discussion before you left to go to
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Atlanta about what Robert Kennedy would be doing
in terms of the funeral and what gestures he might
make and suggestions for.

No, not really. I remember that as j%/you know,

vt

+

the time came for me to leave thgi he called me
back down to his suite and said he thought that

it was going to be helpfuljthat he was going to ask
Burke Marshall to meet me in Tennessee,b@cause he
didnt want Mrs. King to feel because Dr. King was

a black man that he'd assigned somebody black to
/

work on the thing; i{I thought that was unreal beczuse
the Senator had never h%% really treated me as

being the black guy on his staffgwith the exception
of the campaign, I had always done things as the

guy on his Staffjand so for him to feel concerned

at that point about me going down and being recog-
nized as a black guy because it was Dr. Kiné:%hen

it would not have mattered to those people down
thereéﬁcause they knew me;toé,.it just smackediéé’

the fact that he was getting some more advice from

some of these guard:house libe:cals}-’{z'-i‘ra“t“”“‘li'*ec'tfl""'ti!@@%idég{t'3



-12%=

tha;i you know, or guys who decided they could
make some real prudent judgments, or at least in
their mindfﬁ;rudent judgments)about what was good
as far as the black people were concerned and
how they feel. And there had to be. . . . The people
who sat in on that meeting when they made the
decision about my going initially, made the decision
about not campaigning any furthe;iand then likewise
made the decision about contacting Burke Marshall)
were all white. The only person who was privy to
any of tha;; mwiéxvto any of those meetings who was
black was myself.

GREENE : Whe else was there?

GRAVES : Oh, Pierre Salinger was thergéand Fred Dutton
was therejand Jim Tolan was around. He wasn't
involved in the policy;ﬁaking decision of that
particular thing. I think [William J.] Bill vanden
Heuvel was in Indiana at the time. I don't remem-
ber if vanden Heuvel was therej Méybe he wasn't

there. Jack Paar wag there. I can't remember

all the people. There were several other people
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who were of some significance as far as the cam-
paign was concerned who were around. I just can't
remember the other names of people sitting in the

meeting. It was a small room, too; /fhe room wasn't

28
much more than twelve-by-twelve 1ooce wiidis

A
a couple of adjoining bedrooms. In fact, Ethel
[Skakel Kennedy] was in it. She was there.

GREENE : What do you remember about Robert Kennedy at the
Martin Luther King funeral?

GRAVES: Well, first of all, there's more to it than just
the funeral as far as our role was concerned. We

@had%wfméi; It just seemed to me a rather good

time with all those black leaders in town to have

a meeting with some of the black leaders who were

i

in town to say, "Where are we going next?" And I
Wit .
was able to put together a meetinga ‘Ewo different
- )
groups. -And I'm not going to be able to remember
all of the peoplgj ﬁut we had persons like Sammy
Davis and Alan King and Nancy Wilson. What's the
singer's name? Eartha Kitt. Bill Cosby. What's

Bill Cosby's partner's name? CulpE““Robert Cualpg
|2
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Yes. Robert Culp.
Ben Gazzara. Oh, you know, I mean I could go on.

There was a room with about thirty or forty people
‘D
we had invited to come over and talk about)@here
> ¥ i it
are we going from here:and what are we going to do.

-

s

i

Aggfghey weren't all entertainers. Johna—e
Was John Doar there at the time? No. Deter
Edelman was in the meeting. I was there. My wife
~%%% even came down for that meetingfdyw%s my wife

there? Yeah, my wife had come down for the funeral

P
L&

so she was there at that meeting. QAnéighen we had
another meeting with some of the heavies as far as
SCLC was concerned. We had [Ralph D.] Abernathy;
He came over. We separated the meetings. We had
Harry Belafonte who was very, very intense and very,
very tough to get along with;andkﬁyaumkﬁgﬁg he was
angry. He was more than an;ry; ﬁe was outraged

was
by the thing of Dr. King and he,ﬁyguﬁknow;zﬁhqvery.
Cynicism as far as he was concerneﬁj fﬁécause Kennedy

1

A
wanted to talk aanyhat was there to talk about?

—

BeveLR‘James BevelA came over and Jose
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came overaégé I guess in the course of the
evening we must have had many of the leaders of
the civil rights movement in and out of that
hotel. We had various meetings with them, just
talking and mentioning his concern. And I think
for the most part it was reasonably well accepted.
‘%ll think that Harry Belafonte and John Conyers,
the Congressman, Eﬁé? were kind of tough and very,
very hard, rough. They thought it was some kind
of political move. They questioned the sincerity
of his wanting to know wth,.hhmi what he could

do, where they could go or, you know, where we could

go now that

this had happened. 1In addition to that)
e 2 |
we wemrt~over—when he arrived that nightigwe went

over and visited Mrs. Kingsfuﬁe and Ethel and myself.

I think John Doar was with us that night.

]
e o |
H

[Interruption] " Here's what I'm saying is we had.

7 ol

fhe—funeral it was more than just coming down for

o,

the funeral. He-kind-of. ... I-méah the Senator
had an opportunity to meet with several of the civil

rights leaders and various groups and various persons
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and have discussionSgandqobviously_it was not

i d } )

| . the,
all done out of social conscience. It was i@

part that added the diNEHSionyéﬂhﬁh %%yﬁ.Tiéan%c¢

7

what we were doing as far as the campaignh was
concerned. And it would be unreal to say anything
other than that.

The next day [Jacqueline B.] Jackie Kennedy

g
e,

came and Jaekie-Kenmedy made a visit to the King
house. Teddy [Edward M. Kennedy] came and he
did not get to the King house.

@ﬁﬁ; oh, I know. One of the things I wanted
to make is“that most of the politicians who had
come, the political leaders--I think you have a
better connotation if I say“political leadersf—

had decided they were only going to go to the

o iy
funeral Jand the Senator made =isbwmm—mpemade a point

e 3 i

of telling me that he was not‘éééﬁ going to go to

the funeral. NHemwasm;ﬂéi going to to be a march, T

R T S -
LA theed wes

J . .
He was going to march, and he was going to march

7
the full length of the thing. And not only did he

march, but Ethel marched;andfof course, Ethel was
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pregnant at this time. vﬁﬂ%?be went the full way
and they went all the way up to hhemMMWMmeiﬁg
Morehouse College and stayed through a good part of
the funeral service at Morehousegagg Ehen we left
and went on back out to the airport. Excuse me.
[Interruption] ?%E left me in Atlanta. I think
I stayed in Atlanta another day to kind of get things
together, ‘ggd I don't remember what I did after
Atlanta. I think I might have come back to New
York;or I don't know if I went from Atlanta to another
state to continue to campaign or I came back. No,
I think I wentback to Indiana . fgmsEads ™
Did anything substantive come out of these meetings
or was it Jjust kind of a way for people to wvent
their anger?
No, nothing substantive. Nothing at all substantive
came out of the meetings;other than the fact that
it gave usgs a chance for people who were in the move-
ment to see Kennedy;aéé see the kind of guy he was,

-
agﬁ to have some discussiong}and just for people to

kind of wvent their feelings. That's all. Nothing
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substantive came out of the meetings}thenjalthough
there were some ideas and proposals tossed out
about having a big show and raising some money,
which I don't know exactly what that would have
done. T mean nothing meaningful came out and that
was not one of Kennedy's suggestions;nor one of
his ideas. It's just that I think I remember
Sammy Davis being particularly hopped on the idea
with Alan King of having some kind of show to do
something to raise money to keep Dr. Kihg's move-

ment going. As has since been proven, Dr. King's

movement is in real problemseea: trouble right
now, both politically and financially.
GREENE : How did you feel about Robert Kennedy's performance,

3 : : el
to use a poor word, on occasions like this? DBid~

Thamens > Did he come off well? Was he.
GRAVES : I thought he came off extremely well, because.

And he did it out of a sense of really feeling the

emotion of the moment, that-hew -3 You know,
he had a capacity for being very humble at these

timesjand any ruthlessness that supposedly was there,
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as far as his personality was concerne@inever

came out at those moments. At those moments he
always was looking out for Charles Evers or
looking out for Mrs. Medgar Eversfbeing sure she
had a drink of water. I remember that as we
marched we had one cup of water and we shared it
between about six of us. And at those times I
think Kennedy was, you know, the real Kennedy.
When he was talking with poor kids in the ghetto——
‘bh;%‘he understood, you know; he knew what their
problems weréfgf he was watching a touch football
game, that's %hen Kennedy, the real human part of
g1
Kennedy, came out. AggnEhe toughness which was
Kennedy was not toughness. I always considered

Kennedy not ruthless, but a guy who demanded the

very best in the people who surrounded him and had

a right to do so because he pushed himselfs. o

ol
“pushed us no harder than he pushed himself. Agg;

f he had the talent he had, he had the right to

!
=

demand that the people who surrounded him should
!

2
have an equally that amount of talent. And when
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they didn't, for the most part, they usually were
gone,;, so if you want to call that ruthlesslyau {?‘rwlﬁﬁéw
You mentioned off the tape last time that you'd

had some conversations with Martin Luther King

before the assassination as far as what position

he would be taking in the ?}esidential race. Could
you elaborate on that a bit?

Well, I wasn't able to get any commitment out of

Dr. King. At best;Dr. King said that he was impressed
with Senator Kennedy and that. . . . I take that
back? I got a commitment of sorts from him that he
was, in fact, going to support the Senator. He

just did not want to do it that early, but th;% he

was very happy about the fact he was in itmaﬂdm%hé%m

he had never made a commitment to any candidate

-

-

before because of circumstances being what they

st ;‘d

were and his being so opposed to the warg%ﬁ%ﬁ he

o
was going to definitely come out and endorse the

candidateias an individual}and not in the name of
!

£
SCLC. And I talked to any number of ai@? to Dr.

King and he wiow e ¥ysy* Senator Kennedy.
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GREENE : Did you speak to Abernathy or other leaders in
the SCLC after King's death?rthauff W
GRAVES : Yes, I did, but the. . . . Well, that's what we
accomplished, you know, by those meetings, meeting
with some of those people. I just think it would
not have been a problem to get the basickmhasiéﬁl
leaders or the top persons}reall% in the civil

rights movement, vis-a-vis Whitney Young and Roy

Wilkins and so forthjto ultimately come out and
{

B

support the Senator. And, you know, felt reasonably
confident we had accomplished that.

GREENE : Well, when you went back to Indiana where were
you working out of? I know you said you didn't
go back to Indianapolis. Were you just traveling
around?

GRAVES: No, I went back to Gary. I weorked-Garye: I.worked

'

Gary and then I went and did some work with [Richard—
3

Dick Wade from out of Chicago, the University of
Chicago. He was in Gary}and there was a lot to be

done in those areas and in that surrounding community.

o

Qgﬁé‘I just basically worked Gary and then, of course,
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£ ywwa
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“we have to keep in mind that I was also trying to
operate four or five other situations in other
statesjin addition to the national headquarters,
vis-a-vis telephones. 1It's not too easy, as I said
before, to run a national operation out of the
Marriott Hotel or the Sheraton I-Iotel;\n Gar% as
opposed to being right there on the scene. So
that's what I had going onﬁ msgﬁthere was more than
enough to c'iod3 ;Ahd it was not that far away from
den't remermipar,s Whaet
the. . . . What was the date? I never-knew-what-"-
was the date of the Indiana primary?
May slééﬁthu
Then I did go back to New York a couple of times
in between there;too, because if you're saying from
the time that King died until the time of the primar%
I was back in New York and I went out to California
for the first time and took a look at what was going
on out there and made a report to Larry O'Brien in
terms of what I thought the priorities and needs
were. é:é I did tha?,and thel T » » « I doR'E

remember the complete continuity of how I did it,
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but I know I was in and out of Nebraska a couple
of times, in and out of Indiana and so forth.

What was the gist of your report? What did you

feel the job was?

That there was going to be a lot of jostling for

Far 0%
positions in California as fer who was going to be
A

actually the top dog in the black community, which
ig what T was looking at. Of course, there was

the problems of dealing with [Jesse M.] Jess Unruh

vy

and who he. . . . He wanted to have his guys, 0% o 83
bl s y
the black community&ﬁgyoncerﬁaahd there were leaders

in the black community who did not get along with

Jess Unruh%andwtﬁﬁ% Jess Unruh wanted to have his

ok 4
LEP S %

own gperation going;@@;which he did set upaagé‘Larry
O'Brien subsequenély put another operation over the
top of that to be sure that it happened right;and
that operation was the operation that I ran out of
the Sheraton-Wilshire Hotel in California.

Where is that? In San Francisco?

%:‘L@_Q; 5 S % 1

No. In TA.

In LA?
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GRAVES : Riqht.l I also went all the Way . You-lenow

<
I.went into Oakland and San Franciso and so forth

and met with those guys there,amd that was the first
trip through California. And again,I come back to

the thing that when you ask me what my memorandum

said/basicallyfﬁﬁy memorandum said that guys wanted
to know where the titles were going to go on the door,
you know, because the titles on the doors also meant

~Lhat,  you-know, wherelwagffﬁé.money going to come

-

fromaandwﬁheﬁewwenamguys$mwM%MEBﬁhexenwasadeiinitély;{d
I don't want to mention names, but there were definitely

guys, black guys out there, who were leaders who
we
ultimately/had some real problems with}

interested in being the guys who were going to be

who were

in charge. The guys being in charge knew that they

were going to be the guys who would be divvying up
7

the money, so they knew there was going to be a lot. ... 0

They thought there was going to be a lot of money
to be put around out there, which there ultimately was,
and they wanted to be the guys who were going to be

there to help split it up and that -wasn't.
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Those weren't black guys thinking. Those were
just guys who happened to be black.
Was there any difference in the way it was handled
on the Kennedy side from the way it had been done
in Indiana? Was it a little more tighﬁ:}isted and
cautious?

" W& 09
That's not clear to me, what you say. ” Excuse me.
Well, in Indianapolis you said they kind of gave
intto the demands of the blacks for money.
Oh. Okay.
Was it the same thing in California:
Well, I got it. Okay@}weiiwiwwwifﬁﬁaLet me just

back up. In Indiana, one, they wanted to win their

battle there and, two, ‘things had: “yousknow,

A s il ﬂTm%’
we-hadsm= = Thlngs hadn 't de#ssoFatsd out to the

point that you could really see who was on first
and what was on second. By the time we got to

California we had kind of identified the players
who were calling the shots and then I didan't have

to go through a lot of nonsense and aggravation.

€,
g

“WheR ™I~ " TféT e~ When I made a judgment in
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California we had to spend five thousand dollars,

'

C"J’
or we didn't have to spend it that that was kind

o

of like. s That=Was ..« W& Wwere doing it.
£

LI & ) ”

When we went- out in Indiana that WAS sy DU KNOWZ

P

ﬂhahawééia problem.

To answer .your question, in California we
spent money. I just think we probably in California
we' were doing it in a more sophisticated manner.

Es
that
It wasn't a matter we would not have spent x number

A A - _
h@"\'ﬁ, ‘O?ui:;.-ﬁ*f
of dollars if we thought it would afferd us the

RoUC, BougaE

same thing it would -afferd us in Indiana. We
would just probablé??ﬁ%en a harder look at it.

Who was handling the money for the black community
in California?

Who did I have to get: the money from?

Yeah.

I got the money directly from [Stephen E.] Steve
Smith and oﬁce I told Larry O'Brien, you know,
that there was something I thought we had to dg

he would just tell Steve/and we'd do it.

You mentioned last time that at times when they
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didn't want the factﬁthat they were contributing
money here and there they were doing it surreptitiously
instead of by check. Who would handle this money?
Who would make the decisions on it? And where would
the money come from?
.
GRAVES : Well, number one, I don't know whether er—net this
should be off the record or not. Realistically,
you know, well, why don't we just talk about this?
GREENE : Well, you know, the whole thing's off the record,
SOo.
GRAVES : Well, the point is, I mean, there are no campaigns,

g
you know, going back a hundred years when eampaigng

werewnotmpaidmﬁérwwvwfé? a lot of the expensé& in the
campaigns were not paid for vis-a-vis cash, as opposed
to checks being exchangedziﬁhether or not you were
paying off political favors or you're paying people

to walk the streets handing out fliers or you're
paying a guy to operate the sound truck. A lot of

it was done through cash. Sojtheré:fore}there was

no difference@%ﬂ@mm%mmexaumknoﬁ? there was nothing.

We weren't doing anything new in that campaign in
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% g z
terms of operating......—<.. paying people by cash.

Your question again was.
Well, you said when they do not want to use checks
because they don't want it revealed where the money

came from, who made the decision on it, where did

g
the money come from, and how was it. .

Well, I think it was just a pretty standard procedure

thatlfor the most partla lot of what went on in the
black community was done by cash rather than by.

A

[~
When they-were,-when these politicians in the black

e

=

e

community and I said to you that they weres e
- A
%heymwégé somewhat concerned as to who was going

to run the show. They assumed that that money was

§§%>going to be handed out in cash,—%habmitwwagﬁjw

T

~g0ing~to-beu e ...Lt. Was.going to-be-handedout~in~

s
-

eﬁ%ﬁ and not going to be in check. Then if there

was going to be a payroll or an operation that cost
ten thousand dollars a week, that ten thousand dollars
would be passed out in cash.

Would that come from Helen Keyes? Was it the same

source originally, it-wag just in a different form?
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Helen Keyes worked out of the national office and

I think that that probably came right out of the

~he.
funding that was indsouthern California headquarters.

Now there~wasT=w#%"." There were moneys that I received

o

for expenses. T had a separate fund that I operated

outglhrough Helen Keyes. She paid me directly)and

there was never any quibbling about the money that

I spent; but, of coursgfiw“_umfi ?hey knew me and T

knew what I was doingjand the moneys_I spent was. . .

7 goamewhere and

You know, if I had to gg\droP five hundred or a

thousand dollars those moneys were always available.
J

And they used to pay me back. They'd give me the

money by check and I'd get it cashedqég_it didn't

matter because there was always some way of justifyinq)

or I had some kind of receipted way of knowing where

the money had gone.

How many people do you think knew exactly what you

were doing?

You mean in numbers or in stature?

L S

well, I don't mean. . . . Bub—F-meam-was—ibtrr—7

5

¥You.knowy were people aware of the kinds of things
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that you were doing? I don't really mean just you.
I mean, in general, how much knowledge did people
have of what other people were doing, even those
they might be working fairly closely with?

GRAVES : Well, I guess probably more people had an idea of
what I was doing as opposed to whagﬁwu%mfg.my
having an idea what they were doing, because I was

working in the area that was rather rather’

an easy thing to identify, work in the black com-
ol v -

munity. Anﬂgghatbé alWays e—e_..always has a lot

of intrigue attached to it. So, therefore I would

think that a lOEJ e Many people understood what

I was doing, what I was doing. How I was doing it
T R

Ay

is something else again.
GREENE : That's really what I mean.

GRAVES : Yeah. How I was doing it was. . . . PHETE~WEES gz

' s
l ‘\'V‘\‘-"i' r;_f_'\ "‘l:’ti “A)E-.w. .
That was one-of-the..terms—of howﬁlt was accomplished.

anid

You know, what had to be done and my goin%)E@wmhM”mﬁ?
my sitting down and getting out telegrams to all

the leading ministers in southern California the

Sunday before election day and my hauingﬁ_&¥L:§lining
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up ten of us and going out and actually preaching
at the black churches on the Sunday before election
day. Not a lot of people close to thaqiﬂ O'Brien

knew about iF; Burke Marshal;J{?ggmebody like that

P

;é%mebody who would have appreciated the need for

what we were doing. But other than that there
weren't, you know, Ehey just knew we were winninqj
é%ﬁ“how we were winning, that was left up to me.

s
QQE‘I don't think there were a lot of people}actually/
who were anxious to come into the black community
to find out, whether or not wélre talking about In-
diana or you're talking about Nebraska. They'd
just as well read about it in the papeerAg tome
Well, getting back to Indiana, when you went out to
Gary and wherever else you were before the end of
it, the primary, was there much of a difference in
the kinds of people you had to deal with and the
way it was handled from the Indianapolis situatiog
or was that a fairly standard seijup?

/

You mean, hewfs—s——s=how things went for me in

Gary as opposed to Indianapolis?
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Yeah.
On <
Indianapolis wasxatypical campalgn. TrHE-anapeliS.eoess—
/
Even [Gerald F.] Gerry Doherty who I know had a
very suspicious opinion of me because of what had
happened in Indianapolis, we met again when I was
doing some things for the Humphrey campaign at"

&

ERE VO L umvsmmenie towards the end, around October

2
and by that time he had gotten the word that, you

know, things were not as he had read it or had

been told in the very beginning. And“his$mmM*$§ I'm
sure that his esteem for me, if you want to call it
that, was certainly greater thenlthan_it was when

I left Indianapolis. I'm not é;%“ﬁﬁgéthé;'sure

we could say that the feeling was reciprocal.

How much of a factor were McCarthy and [Roger D.]
Branigan in the black areas? Were they competition

at all?

No. Their identity in the black area was greatly

gveEgtated andwq%@a%&yMMW%WQQ/It was greatly over—

reacted to. T, you know, I think in California ¥-think

I mentioned to you the thing about the McCarthy records
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and all the nonsense that went on with tha;;/:ﬁhst

a complete oveﬁ:keaction to the thing. It was

just complete panic. Twenty people trying to make

judgments and all kinds of strange calls coming in

in the middle of the night. And were it not for

the fact that I could call up a Burke Marshall and

just say, "Loek, you know, this is what I think should

il

happen. I think;g@uénamm,mmib they're oveQC}eacting

in this thing about bringing in Dr. King's father

and flying him in and putting him up on a. . . ."

) mean}absolutely unbelievable some of these judg-

ments and%myeuﬂknéﬁﬁéit's just a matter that for-

tunately the cool minds prevailed. But. . . .
CREENE : What about McCarthy's use of students in the ghetto?

How was this?.vh+ji How did the blacks react to it?
GRAVES : It just didn't work. It just didn't, you know. I

just went into these area? and it just turned out

that McCarthy was using all white students because

he had no other volunteersfaég_%ﬁ was not any real

competition for him, because what I did, I used to

go onto these campuses and go to these black student
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unions, ‘éﬁ wasn't easy, but I used to get the

kids from the black student unions %ég where
\/

possible, to run headquarters for me and let it
be their own operation, their thinq;and we used to
I

call it "our thing" in every state we wena.' In

fact, Carter Burden's little campaign we've got

going here now,we call that "our thing." So that
Ahedre
it's something +thetr doing and it's their operatione
x%{

thatd-gewgege=yd You know, because the credibility

of politicians}at best}in the white community leaves
a lot to be desired;égé I just felt that if we were
going to have something going on, if we were going

to have any credibility to it ,we should certainly

F

= )

haves———e let them for the most part, with guidance,

do it the way they wanted to do it in order to make

sz
P
e

it work. And-So therefore we had black students,

o s
you know, +<r a whole black community who went to

school in that particular townailet's say Omaha,

Nebraskaﬁmgoing up against1~youﬂﬁﬁ_Q§ carpetbagging

white students for McCarthy which jusE;

know, thePre was jugﬁ no competition. ﬁﬁﬁmthen,of
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course, @%mp¢wﬁﬂﬁkyou had my own experience to

lean on and you had names you were bringing in,

such as John Lewis.agé I had [John] Johnny Ford
Pt pesticwlor

running wp—eeege- place and the same thing right

across the country, not just Indiana or not just

Nebraska.

Can you remember specific occasions when Robert

Kennedy came to Garyior wherever it was that you

were when you traveled with him and helped prepare

an area for a visit? Would you get involved in
the advance preparations?
Yeah, I did, but then againlyou had the same thing
that by the time that. . . . If Kennedy was comin{
in they'd send a half a dozen white advance men
roaring into the community,aéﬁ‘I'd pick up the
phone and call Larry O'Brien and tell him he had

s
ten minutes to get them out or I was leaVingB;;H
Pe‘d call up the advance crew and get them out of
= g
the area/jbecause I'd advance it. If I was going

to advance it, I just would do the whole thing. I

wasn't going to have somebody coming in and fouling
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it up or trying to tell me how to do it. And the

guys)for the most part}who were, you know, the

'.‘I‘ an
advance meqﬁ}t just wasAaggravating thing toJat the

meeting have some guy. . . . I mean Lee'Frenchjas

*and he's a lawyer and every-

A

thing;couldn‘t shine my shoes)as far as I was con-
%

bright a guy as he is

cerned)when it came to doing advance work. I'd
forgotten more than he'd known. Hell, in the army

I ran a battalion and he's going to come in and tell

! r} f
me how to get a group of people together. ,—TiD IE

““““ 2!

P A

was bad if
Vi
of people together if we're on white advance, but

here we are in the black community and I've got -+

, to listen to Lee French who just first heard what

advance was two weeks prior}coming in trying to tell

Z Lovna -that umcLCfffobie“
me what to do. I'd just rathew.net -accept—it:
Well, what kind of response would you get from Larry
O'Brien?

He got them out of there. That's what the response

was.

And you would do the advancing.
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GRAVES : Uh huh.

GREENE : Was there anyone among the advance men that you
thought was better at handling arrangements in

the black communitieéz

GRAVES : No. They all treated it like there was some
intrigue involved in it. There's no more intrigue
in doing the black communitxjother than the fact the
people happen to have black faces and it wasn't
Whitey.

GREENE ¢ Did you get involved in preparations for that last
northern Indiana motorcade?

GRAVES : No.

GREENE : No?

GRAVES : By that time I was on my way. No,bdcause I still

-

was not enjoying anye——s--E-still-was-not-enjoying

v

&E?sgreat credibility where it was happening fromJ

and that was in Indianapolis, because you have to

understand that the people who were involved in
Indianapolis were Walter Sheridan and Gerry Dohertg)

and you still had Holgate iReIfGec.e..e-s in Indianapolis.

Exeusewﬁﬁ?"ﬁga}ghose were already three where I had
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problems!and it just only straightened itself out
when I got out of Indiana. ?@n«kﬂgﬁgﬁKennedy

said, "You know, we're not going to have thisland
Graves 1s going to do it." Aﬁﬁ/Larry O'Brien said

it and then it was no problem.

What kinds of things were you doing for Mayor Hatcher

on primary day? Was that get-out-the-vote?

'~ Yeah. Well, he had a problem that had to be resolved

and being kind of, you know, liaison in terms of

being sure the moneys were gotten out. T~medn I

i -

i -

remember sitting in Mayor Hatcher'swmfmixzaGary

-l-.f

Schropshrier's ratherA home in Gary, IndiangL&hich
is Mayor Hatcher's law partne;gwéounting out ..you”
“knows probably fifty thousand dollars in ten dollar
bills)going into little envelopeS@agé ﬁgtching girls
do it right out on the floor of that living room

so he could hand it out on election day to his poll

watchers and election day captains. So we did

that and it was just a matter of his knowing. . . .

iffﬁéj Hatcher had great respect for me and my ability

to get things done for him and he felt that he
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wanted to have me there because he had a direct
link to Kennedy when I was there. So it served

a tWQ:fOld purpose.

What did Kennedy think of Hatcher, do you know?

He had great respect for Mayor Hatcher.

Yeah.

I've got to be down at . . .

I'm just about through. Is there anything else

on Indiana that we ought to talk about? Would you
agree, by the way, with those who say that if the
election had been held earlier he probably would
have done better? Did you get that feeling in the
black areas that maybe the Branigan charges were
catching on or the . . .

No.

No?

Kennﬁv,mmg; The mystique of Robert Kennedy in the
black areas could not have been hurt by anything,
I'm convinced of that now, whether it was a Martin
Luther. . . . I think if you had a real all-out

effort like in California to show that Kennedy had
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tapped Martin Luther King's phone. I mean;you'd
have to have pictures of Kennedy. Ihﬁgéh-you'd
have to really}gg%e aﬂ&assaSSmemsﬂ% a cha;acter
o

assassination to have even made an inrocad. That
might b%}could have hurt if theyd kept dwelling
on that for a long period of time and he'd had
a real operation to put that together, E?Yb%,he¢:/
just maybe, he could have done something with that,
but other than thaﬁ)when you start talking about
places like Indiana and so forth, couldn't have
touched him.

GREENE : Anything else on Indiana?

GRAVES : No, I think I've kind of dwelled on Indiana. I

was happy to leave Indiana.



