Earl Graves Oral History Interview- RFK #4, 8/30/1969
Administrative Information

Creator: Earl Graves

Interviewer: Roberta W. Greene

Date of Interview: August 30, 1969
Place of Interview: Armonk, New York
Length: 129 pp.

Biographical Note

Graves, Earl; administrative Assistant to Senator Robert F. Kennedy [RFK], New York
(1965 - 1968). Graves discusses his role as a black member in RFK’s presidential
campaign (1968), the racial dynamics that existed within RFK’s campaign, campaigning
in Indiana, Nebraska, Oregon, and California, and the importance of the Omaha
University student volunteers for RFK’s Nebraska primary win, among other issues.

Access Restrictions
Portions closed.

Usage Restrictions

According to the deed of gift signed September 5, 2017, copyright of these materials has
been assigned to the United States Government. Users of these materials are advised to
determine the copyright status of any document from which they wish to publish.

Copyright

The copyright law of the United States (Title 17, United States Code) governs the making
of photocopies or other reproductions of copyrighted material. Under certain conditions
specified in the law, libraries and archives are authorized to furnish a photocopy or other
reproduction. One of these specified conditions is that the photocopy or reproduction is
not to be “used for any purpose other than private study, scholarship, or research.” If a
user makes a request for, or later uses, a photocopy or reproduction for purposes in
excesses of “fair use,” that user may be liable for copyright infringement. This institution
reserves the right to refuse to accept a copying order if, in its judgment, fulfillment of the
order would involve violation of copyright law. The copyright law extends its protection
to unpublished works from the moment of creation in a tangible form. Direct your
questions concerning copyright to the reference staff.

Transcript of Oral History Interview

These electronic documents were created from transcripts available in the research room
of the John F. Kennedy Library. The transcripts were scanned using optical character
recognition and the resulting text files were proofread against the original transcripts.
Some formatting changes were made. Page numbers are noted where they would have
occurred at the bottoms of the pages of the original transcripts. If researchers have any
concerns about accuracy, they are encouraged to visit the library and consult the
transcripts and the interview recordings.



Suggested Citation
Earl Graves, recorded interview by Roberta W. Greene, August 30, 1969, (page number),
Robert F. Kennedy Oral History Program.



NATIONAL ARCHIVES AND RECORDS ADMINISTRATION
JOHN F. KENNEDY PRESIDENTIAL LIBRARY

Legal Agreement Pertaining to the Oral History Interviews
of EARL G. GRAVES

Interviewed by: Roberta Greene

In accordance with the provisions of Chapter 21 of title 44. United States Code, and
subject to the terms, conditions, and restrictions hereinafter set forth, I, EARL
GRAVES, JR., hereby give, donate, and convey to the United States of America all my
rights, title. and interest in the recording and transcript of the personal interview(s)
(hereinafier referred to as Materials) conducted with ROBERTA GREENE
(Interviewer) on July 17, 1969; July 18, 1969; August 28, 1969; August 30, 1969;
October 23, 1969; May 7, 1970; June 18, 1970 for deposit in the John F. Kennedy
Presidential Library.

This assignment is subject to the following terms and conditions:

(1) The transcript and recording shall be available for use by researchers as
soon as they have been deposited in the John F. Kennedy Presidential Library
and reviewed by archives staff for information that would constitute an
unwarranted invasion of personal privacy and/or information the protection
of which is essential to the Nation's security.

(2) I hereby assign to the United States Government all copyright we may have in
the Materials.

(3) Copies of the recording may be provided by the Library to researchers upon
request.

(4) Copies of the Materials may be deposited in or loaned to institutions other than
the John F. Kennedy Presidential Library.

(5) The Materials may be placed on the John FF. Kennedy Presidential Library’s

¢b site.

01/)8/ 2077

Donor Dated

AUl 9/s71%
SusanK. Donius Dated -

Director for Presidential Libraries




Earl Graves- RFK #4

Table of Contents

Page Topic

150, 172, 182, 222 Nebraska primary, 1968

152, 155, 160, 168, 173, 183  John Ford’s role in Nebraska campaign

154, 188, 207, 211 Graves’ relationship with campaign staff

155, 190 Omaha University Kennedy volunteers

160, 162, 175, 178 “Students for Kennedy” organization

167 Registration drive

170, 176 Robert F. Kennedy’s [RFK] rally visit in Nebraska
172 California primary, 1968

173 Militants in Nebraska versus in Indiana

181, 185, 193, 219 Oregon primary, 1968, and campaign organization
186, 189, 223 Edith Green’s role in Oregon campaign

191, 195, 199 Oregon communities

195, 220, 233, 240, 245, 252 Graves’ interaction with black communities
200, 234, 246, 255, 264, 270  RFK campaign staff dynamics

218, 228, 230 Upset across leaders of black communities

226, 234, 273 Mailing operation involving Jesse M. Unruh and
Williard Murry

228, 240 California primary, 1968, and campaign organization

258 RFK’s meetings with black officials

268 The Watts tour and Rafer Johnson

273 California primary day

274 Graves’ last moments with RFK before his assassination



WITHDRAWAL SHEET (PRESIDENTIAL LIBRARIES)

Document Correspondents or Title Date Restriction
Type
Page(s) Containing Closed Portion(s)
OH Page 215 30 August C
1969
Created: 1/23/2018
File Location:

John F. Kennedy Oral History Project
Earl Graves, RFK #4, August 30, 1969

Restriction Codes
(A) Closed by applicable Executive Order governing access to national security information.
(B) Closed by statute or by the agency which originated the document.
(C) Closed in accordance with restrictions contained in the donor's deed of gift.

NATIONAL ARCHIVES AND RECORDS ADMINISTRATION




Fourth Oral History Interview
with
EART, GRAVES

August 30, 1969
ﬂvuw,cﬂéﬁd&@&%@heﬁ%e%, New York

. By Roberta Greeqe .

=k

s Syt Koyt
i i

[l - T ey ooty leady L b . ’

GREENE : Well, we've more or less finished Indiana so why
don't you start with explaining how vou got to
Indiana and what the state of affairs was when you
got theres

t.%‘%&‘y-*f‘-"«-.‘\i\, )
GRAVES = This is probablyAﬁgi“EOE the record.
GREENE ¢ Okay, let's just begin with Nebraska and how you

got there and what you were doing and with whom

you were working.

de  AWEL .
BN it VR o
e

GRAVES: Okay. Now let... _.) continuity in whiehe— o
how these primaries started. The first primary
was Indiana. The second primary was. . . .
GREENE: Nebraska.

GRAVES ¢ Nebraska. The third was Oregon and fourth was
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Californiaj ‘ﬁnd in between there, of course,

South Dakota and Washington, D.C. Okay. I've been
trying to think back as to how I got into the
Nebraska primaries. We did reasonably well in
Indiana. I'm just trying to remember if I, . . .

It seems to me I came back from Indiana. Of course,
in between that you had the death of Dr. Kiﬁg. When—
EﬂaaymeamevbackﬁWﬁ“&“T“Whenever”i%say7ﬂvww:?HWhen—
ever I make reference to“coming back“what I'm talking
about coming back from is coming back from one of

the primary states to New Yorkvgity, which I was
using as the national base for what I was trying to

get started and had gotten started in the black
/

communltﬁ across the country. Aﬁa that may also

-

include Washington, D.Ci)to & peint, but I don't
think it's wvery necessary to make reference to the
particular place unless you want me to.

GREENE : No.

r
GRAVES : rﬁﬁﬁ‘gs far as Nebraska was concerned, I got a call

that they wanted me to get started in Nebraska

in the black community and to take a look at where
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ot

the biggest black communities were Aﬁ@wwﬁfMW”I;

= l ‘ LT heodore - §
think-I.got that- call_fromab.m;“\ ;) thlnk Ted
Sorensen called me again at this point)or [PRalip Q.

Phil Sorensen, his brother, who was running Nebraska

and asked me to come out there and getmavwwmiw

a look at it and get it organized. %§5>§e said he
thought the two cities were Omaha and Lincoln which
have the sizable black populations to talk about,
that it probably made sense to try and do something.
A§5>I did go out to Omaha. ﬁnd the first trip I

made out to Omaha I took Johnny Ford; who I made

. -
el HRASY ‘r,f
reference to in the past interviewsﬁ with me. Now

Johnny Ford was a very good community organizer

who had worked with the Boy Scouts in New York city
and knew community organiz%??-A;é Johnny Ford is

the kind of action-oriented guy who doesn't need a
lot of direction in order to get his own thing going
oEfi wkﬁ% I convinced him that what he should dq/

if he really was committed to trying to do something

in the campaign}was to come on out to Nebraska,

take a leave of absence as a professional scouter
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-

and come out to Nebraska.kHFord had never done any
real organizing politically, but once you kind of
have a direction as far as community organizing
itself it concerned, political organizing is not

that much different. 1It's just a matter of organ-

-

izing people for a certain thinghﬂﬁ

=

| yvou know,

; : <
it's organlzatloqgié It's all the same; ;% doesn't

]
matter what kind of organization you're talking

about. Ford and I got out there and I would imagine.iliﬂlﬁ
fﬁirst time I went out there, it was about three

weeks prior te the Nebraska primary. yr: AE AR

don't even remember the date.

et
GREENE: May Ffeurteentlr.

P-4t

GRAVES : May fourteenth was the Nebraska primary? I would
sayh“ki%jifft's safe to. . . vAnd the Indiana primary

ended what day?

Tits
GREENE : May sé%entﬁ.
11

GRAVES : Ended May seventH. NO% I had made a trip out there

prior to the Indiana primary. When I left Indiana

I went out to Nebraska from New York city with Ford

=

and set Ford up. I think F=proba....-: Ford was
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GRAVES :
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probably out there about three weeks prior to the
-
Nebraska primary. Aﬁ%yjn Nebrask%)basically what
we did was I went out there and met with Phil
Sorensen, the former Lieutenant Governor of Wiscon-
sin&’ygﬁ§ ;ph, what's the guy's name?
[Patrick J.] Lucey.
Pat Lucey, a guy by the name of [James F.] Jim
Green, who was a very great guy. I don't know
whether you ha@ a chance toI}gterview himg”Qﬁeal
g ¢ 3G =
first rate guy;kpindf?'Brien éventually got out to
Nebraska} ;ﬁé was not out there in the beginning.
'§§@§§he three people who were making it happen
when I got out to Nebraska were Phil Sorensen, Pat
Lucey and Jim Green;aﬁﬁmtheywwaw1«i By this time
the nonsense that we had had going on in Indiana
had started to distillate a little bit,égé when I
got out there they kind of said, "Okay, we're glad
that you're here and whatever you think makes sense,
we know you're the guy to do it in the black com-
munity;a;é‘yhy don't you tell us what has to be

7 =<
done, and we'll get it going)and whatever you need
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= f]
let us know." -And they were particularly cooperative
i the
as I look back on it as far as Nebraska thing was
i A

concerned,énd_}t was not a matter of coming out
there and they said, "Now we're going to tell you
who it is that we think you should talk to in the
black community." They just said, "Just tell us

Gl s
what it is that has to be done." ! Took Ford‘idi
4

€

Johnny Ford in there, told them that we had to open

€3

up a Storéffront. We went into Nebraska and couldn't

L.

find anybody to really get it startedmaﬂéjghe people
who you would normally try to get as starters like
NAACP [National Association for the Advancement of
Colored People] types and the fraternity and sorority
types, the joilners and establishment types, couldn't
seem to really generate anything with them. We spent
about two or three days making phone calls and I
wasn't satisfied the way it was going@aﬁégI made

some inquiries as to where the Kennedy volunteer

{ocrPs

T g

.eore was,k and it turned out that at Omaha Universitg
wﬁfth“iswiﬂwNebraska} which is in Omaha, Nebraskag™

just outside, in fact, within the city limits,lhw% s
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the very outskirts of the city limitqgﬁihey had
a Kennedy program going on, Kennedy volunteers

_ >
going O?) %ﬁﬂﬂ@dyvmw%wwwwﬂxeusemme;*‘AfKennedy
volunteer .eor€ of students who were recruiting
other students at that point. But again this was
about almost a month prior to the Nebraska primary.
So I took Ford out to the campus and I remember
it was a rather interesting visit. We went out
there and I remember going out there dressed the

|

first time. When I say dressed; other than our
denim shirts and works—s—s—and bib overalls that
we wore , depending on what we had to do and where
we had to go, depending on who we were dealing with

& G
and what ..+ s+ what dress figﬁparticular occasion,

A 4 \
C S8
ands you know, if it sounds like we =8 what we

had to do in terms of our dress for what fit the
mood in the community, that's accurate. You know,
when we wanted to identify much more readily, it
was just.wﬁwq»vwit-éaﬁ much more desirable for me
to wear my overalls than for me to wear my Brooks

H
Brothers suit. When we got out to Omaha University
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i

T,
on the particular day,mmwwmwmparticu%afﬁﬁaﬁ we
went out there, we were going out there really to
take a look at what the volunteer operation was,

and to find out who the black students were who
were out there and 50w%h;% maybe getting them
A went o

involved. Got out therepm&aekeéwaé the student

€.
union building., -And'we got out there around eleven

F:

o'clock in the morning and we had made up our minds et
by that evening we wanted to try and have something
going oq)at least in terms of having a meeting to

see if we couldnt get some interest going, knowing

that if we had to pay some volunteers, we wouldj

p ]
We had the moneys to do it. As we went into the

£

student union building, I remenber “TrHeht s

-;%ere were two tables next to each other as you came

&

in the front door of the student union building. One

table said, "Volunteers for [Richard M.] Nixon"

4% i1 I
THulksrt H.

™
i

and the other table said, "Volunteers for Humphrey."

L
And the tables were not near each other{ ;Eey
o .
were next to each otherﬂ éﬁhey were actually touching/

2 A

Anél yvou know, it seemed that the students were just

e
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getting along just fine. Those who were for Nixon

went over and volunteered\and those who were for
P4

Kennedy went over and volunteered. I remember

going up to the Kennedy table and not identifying
myself at all}just to ask guestions. I just said
I was a guy from out of town visiting the campus.

I just wanted to see what kind of response I could

get to what was going on. &A#& I asked the person;
it a‘ e §4 L)

i, sald who was in charge. And they brought over

e~ reg

a youngstery They told me he was in charge. #nd

I said, “"Fine. Why don't you tell me something. ...

I'd like to know something about what's 901ng on

in the campalgn‘wﬁ In other words, I mean I-d done

,Eﬁ
i,

some work for Kennedy before. 'I didn't want to

blow the thing out of order or have them over—

reacting. I wanted to get some rather honest answers

from them. I thought if I identified that I worked
full time for Kennedy, he was going to tell me
things other than what might have been fact as far
as what was going on. He indicated that at that

point he had approximately. . . . I think he told

o

&
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o Mundred and ~Hif4y
me he had -}58 volunteers, thus far who were signed
/

_,‘;-f
up to work for Kennedy. &nd I said, "Of that num-

o RN £
ber, how many of them weré' black students?" armd T

believe he told me something that went to. . . .
It was almost like three to one. I think of the
hundired cend Efay

150" people who had volunteered a hundred of them

-
il
B

turned out that they were black students. &nd I

said, "That's interesting:m“hiwsaiaﬁﬁ”How many

3 t Seven taows sand Llue huvd e ‘s.l
f_d_‘ -
students on campus?" <And he said, "F500" or
' = A

o TP PO 2

SOME mmesmpees? around eight thousand. I said, "Pine. ™

E-saidi ”How many Negro students are there on

(S 41T
Punare R 4

L5

campus?" ﬂﬁﬂ he said, “About-%&@ i said, "Well,

—#’

now let me&wgﬁﬂﬂwﬁlﬁﬁiﬁﬁé just get these statistics
straight. ¥You got a"--and this is actual conversa-

tion, basically we hadj I mean, not verbatim, but

e 3
] ol .
e Y J 3

f-—“- a. ,\ '8 :"-\
it went somethlng like this. \iHe had  -+56 volunteers,

o P ed et drES Dol

160 of Whlch were Negro. He had 456 Negro students

on the entire campus; %Oth”thOSE”&iVing;mv”ﬁ;E #11
of them lived off campus because there were no dormi-

torles at Omaha U. -Aégfthe total student body was

LeUen S Cavit O ge ho e,

Qﬁégéi It seemed to me that we were very much in the



-160~

majority in terms of the support he had. ’I said,

"Well, could you tell me who some of the leaders

are in the-KennedyTWmeES gtudents for Kennedy.,"

He said he was; lﬁhd he was white. ~£:g ge talked

about his assistantland he was white;and he talked
F }

about whoever Fhis president was, and he was white.

Said, "Fine.,* sta?i»dw;ﬁ-ﬁx'll tell you, I'm going to

be back:fyﬂﬁﬁfﬁigﬁﬁﬂx*gJust tell me the names of

some of these kids that have signed up/and who are

)

i
some of the leaders." *ﬁé%kit turned out that one
or two of the leaders who h;d signed up were actually
members of the black student union on campus, which
at that school was not an ultra-militant group.
It just was a“%e@&e%yWWWmJ;; loose confederation
of black students who had come together and wanted
to do something and just hadn't made up their mind
what it was they wanted to do. I went into the
cafeteria, coffee shop, and Johnny Ford and I kind
of fanned out. He went in one direction; I went

in another to get a hand on who was who. I told

Ford, "Just get some names. Talk to some people and
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I'll do the same thing and we'll meet back in a

o

0.
half hour." S@mbokhwoﬁmus? between the two of us

-

in about forty-five minutes we got a hand on who
these guys were and who it was that could make it

happen. %ﬂaiﬁprtunately'at the time we were out

there that morning the leader of the black student
who

group/was also very much interested in politicsJ
2

happened to be there. ﬁgggl talked to hiq;:jﬁuil
said, "You know, what are we talking about?" u%ﬁﬁﬁjm
[ ] Brookins was one kids name. Three
very, very sharp kids trying to. . . . Brookins
was one. Oh, I can pull @éﬁ the other two out of
]

my files. jEngt.zti_a.nyw.xs'a.y:) there were three black students
who were out there who were kind of the conduit
for what happened as far as the black studenflgg;i

: Wy
cern®on the campus. ~A§ﬁ_§hey wanted to get in-

5
Sa y eb

volved)and when we started talking they say’, "Well,
no, they haven't given us anything to do yet%&“*ﬂ
meaning they, the other white studentsi—‘"%nd they
haven't told us what to do. They said they'd let

us know." I said, "Well, I tell you. I got a job
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for you.," I said, "You just became the co-head of

Students for Kenned%?w%“iﬁ%a&ééaﬁiigi@ﬁéaE@¥WW@
(‘F . . . .
At least on this campus, and likewise in town, as

far as I'm concerned you're going to run the whole
.»“" J o have o \"b\l‘u"‘f-"’}' Lty
% Fre . “‘-v.:-
operatlon.ﬁﬂgiwﬁa¢dv "Iﬁ in fact we can*iS@ students
7.8 ht.!s;d\‘(\_

sign up as volunteers,r}GG of which turn out to be
= Y - 5,
2 %"n”}v“ 3 ““'{ n”*“ e o oo e Ceat

black and you've got F5500, students and only %&@.

- - 3

7

E-mearl therevare-only.. .-« That means that only

a third of the students who are black on this cam-

et
pus are not for Kennedy or &r€ not signed up to

work, whereas you've got less than one percent of

the white iyudent body signing ug}or even less

i A
S Y XooT

than that." Besides” the mathsI can't do it in my
head. But it just said that based on the percentages
of students we had on campus, meaning black, and the
white student body, that right out in front of every-
one they shouldagé‘have a co-head. ﬁﬁ% I remember
going back over to the tablejand I said to the

e, - 5
student leader, %w@a&é% ”Lookfmcﬂmsaiaﬁ”"you're going

to have a new co-leader ofxﬁenggggmmmh =% Students

for Kennedyﬁf 'Saidff“E wanted you to meet him."
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He said, "Well, T Kagw DL v He madd he knew

the kid. I said, "Well, from now on this guy
<

is your new co-head of Students for Kennedy." #&nd

4!1 didn't get any resistance from the kidj ,ﬁ% was

just obviously taken back. And-T--didnlt e

I just told him that I worked for Kennedy and I

Py
had thought, you knowa~hs‘was going to be looking

i

out what was going to happen in the black community
= 4

and I had the authority to do it;aga I wasn't

gquestioning what he had done thus far, but I thought

in terms of making it happen, so that he could;;;:,%vﬁw

-

rJ]}ﬁfee;_a.é:rfc;j” the black students

¢

5

gMény guys sayvhappeﬂg

. . . =
involved in the campaign, he should do this. 2nd if

™

he had any questions about it he could, you know,
check)or whatever he wanted to do. Ané he didn't

-

seem overly perturbed, although I did get the word

later on that he had called downtown to find out

who I was.é;% he called Phil Sorensen, as a matter

T

of fact ﬁ;d Phil Sorensen told him that if he

J

decided that he had to go, that he was gone. You

know, I found this out from the kid later,btcause
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the kid obviously was taken back by me because I
hadn't bothered to identify the fact that I worked

for Kennedy. I didp't think it was really necessary,
and I thought it wé% probably;m“wwwwmignwould seem
like I was trying to intimidate the kid to do it.
%;E'Ee was a youngster and he was a good kidj ﬁe
just didn't happen teo respond in terms of what I
thought he should have been doing in order to really
make something effective happen as far as the black
o )

students were concerned.hhSo we took that—samesme——r
the nucleus of that same black group, went into
town, opened up a storgi?ront. Nowfl‘m going to
try to move it along, bé%égéﬁ”I just wanted to make
the point of how out of whack things were until
you really got a handkén them and made it happenj
and how we might never have made‘happen in Nebraska
what did happen if it had not been for going out
to that campus, taking a look at it, giving these

; P
kids a chance to do their own thing. I told these

kids, "Look, we're going to open a store front. It's

going to be your store front. You're going to make
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ik happe%jm““I“saideiﬁnd you peopl?fa%ég you kids}
are what it iS. w...=s You can do what it is that

e
are relevant to being able to speak to the black
community, whether those people are the affluent
or the establishment, being doctors and lawyers,

whoever they might be, or whether or not, in fact,

I
they are the ghetto poor, which certainly Omaha

Mm”“”ﬂ. “iﬁ ) o
hag." we were in the area called the albino

areaf’as a matter of fact. The black community

W i
is called the albino are;i“ Omaha, Nebraska. We

went and opened on Wilshire Boulevardi Wilshire
: S !
and Main., #Hexe-are the two main streets, but it's
A | oe

like the main drag. It's what's called fhe hundred-

.

i s

B H T s
percent corner. 'You can have a hundred percent

corner in any community in the United States. The
hindréd percent corner in any community in the

4 e
United States is where all the action is,k aad-Platbush==
i 0

I think I mentioned this to you beforegﬁﬁﬁ@ Platbush
A

in Brooklyn, it would be Flatbush and Church Avenues.

That's the heart of the Jewish area of that community.
1:_‘.:.‘.5

When I went to high school, I went to Erasmaus High
A
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School which is right in that area, in fact, a

(oo
half a block away. Well, that's where the hundred —-

percent corner is for the middle class Jewish
community in Brooklyn. For the black community in
Bedford—Stuyvesant it's the corner of

and Fulton. For the black community in Omaha,

Nebraska?it was the corner of Wilshire and Main

|

._{!l
Street, I believe, *Ag% the same thing is true in

each community. In Oregon there was a black
L &
community. In California there are a-hundred percent

\ (FIR TN i

corners.wWhere they have the wateh' riots, 3>

L

£

the~ﬁ§Lghmriots started right on the huﬁéfedapercent

corner in the black community and burned out from

ok A »ﬁ;ﬁfim‘q
dead center <o black community. And any community,

ethnic community or group community’wherever you
are in the United States or for that matter in any
country is bound to be that corner where all the
action happens. In Times Sqguare it's Forty-second

o
..

Street and Broadway. ARd-«-S0y«you-Know;--soy=3 iy

AT

In the Bronx it's the Grand Concourse, and where

you're going to have the rally where you know you're
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i X

going to. . . . And in Queens and I'm talking about

e

- N

L yuet 4houant L = | &

white communities now, tell you about the hundred
R

pereent corners,

So we let the kids. . . . We went into town

and the thing we wanted to do,really in all the

> gr ‘
black communities and @hi&zgé the reason that it was

1

so important as far as everyone wanting to get into
the act as far as the black community is concerned,

is what we were trying to do is to get a registration

&

drive startedg *taggb‘we assumed that any person

that we could register was probably Going-L£o,.. .o

E"‘; e w \;:
not going to vote for McCarthy)and certainly not
Crlwlsesy a7
going to vote for Humphrey when his name was not

A

officially on the ballot. They were going to vote
for the Senator. *A%ﬁ we set up and made an all-

—

out goal of registering as many persons as we could.

&

i Now.realisticallyiwhen I talked with Larry O'Brien

and Phil Sorensen about it;we talked that maybe we
could register three or four hundred people, because
we weren't talking about big numbers. We were only

talking about . . Oh, I gave you that newspaper
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article from the Washington Post. I forget the

exact figures on how many people finally . . .

GREENE 2 You never gave it to me. It was one of those
thing you were going to locate.

GRAVES : Well, I did locate it, so I have it in the office.
I'1ll have to get it.

GREENE : Okay. I haven't seen it.

GRAVES : The number of pesople we were talking akout is
about five thousand who actually‘%ould vote as
far as the black community is concerned. I could
be off in the figures, but anyway it was not large

numbers. In California Los Angeles County we're

"‘n.{“"l 3, :'ﬂﬁ.l . "“L oy e g

—k—c- e

talking about 4@@W®@@*peopléjand you know, in
Omaha we're talking about five thousand. We went

out there!and Johnny Ford)being the kind of guy
fé,
'iL
he was heé went off and had parades and rallies and woad
/ = (1!1
really getting those kids. And—then the other

-
-

thing I did was I said to the kids, "Look, if it's

going to be your thing, let's let it be your thing."”
S \
I.said, "I don't care whether you wear oeSh:™ 13
that say‘Kennedy for Presidentjor you wear loincloths}
/‘5 / P,
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oY ~ Gk wWE T
Brooks Brothers suits, the main thing

—

is that it

e

happens."” I said, ”Now ‘what I think is kind of

ek 1

L—.‘i @t e b i “*; 4 l_;;
relevant to Dr}\Klng and would be identified with

it
&

the whole thing as far as*@@@mﬁwf”?*%ﬂthe poor

is concerned}is that if yvou all had bib overalls."

> e

m%“sai%;’”Anybody that wants bib overalls, I'll buy

il Ladn i"

them .+ 'y sald} Ang it*™ly be your way of iden-
tifying without, you know, walking around screaming

who you are that Kennedy is here and you represent

Ehd

(8

Kennedy." 'Well, I ended up with thirty guys

v.)‘

from the campus here, Omaha University, all black,
really bright kids with blue work shlrtsﬁ ‘denim

work shirts;land bib overalls walking up and down

the main street of Omaha, Nebraska. ‘Well, I mean,

those kids so identified{%urned that town on that
b .

e
where they had identifsiwe——-where-they-had nor-

mally only registered seven people in a whole week

o

they registered 576 people in one dayﬁan& then they

o
oy

went 4 to register no less than a couple hundred

a day, so when we were finished we had from the

d i
= = ok

previous point we were talking aboutiwe%hgﬁﬂregistered
/
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almost a couple thousand people that had never
been registered before in that town. .Aﬁﬁmagf
course, as I said, in terms of the turn:bu% we
were,wy@umknowhmwemﬁgéé voting 110 percent of the

precinct which is not easy to do. f“m@HHT“Wewﬂrw=m;%

}

¥

The turnibut we had was phenomenal as far as the

black community is concerned in Nebraska. And,
X

of course, the Senator. . . . Now, I'm kind of

skipping ahead a little blt #ﬁut as I think about
i(\i 1- 'L\“r' Vo l!“‘ d
itﬁln terms. of the job that those black students
i

did, I had those black students come out to Cali-
fornia. That's how good they were. Three of those

kids who organized Nebraska for me I brought out to

g

California, ‘gave each one of those kids a community

to run in Los Angeles County for the lréet-c:mt—-i:"g)”f:\mte

.....

on election day“ and those kids took off and they
7

really made it happen. So that's how good they

were. And Kennedy made it a point; }fﬁhen he

& A0

came into the headquartersﬁ I made it a point to

get everyone of thQse kids a ticket into the election

o

night celebration.' We had O s s “} We had our
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celebration in our headquarters. We had beer

vost 3
g .

and all the stufgﬂéhagwmmwkﬁ& and we bought., Aﬁgg

then Wewmmwss ﬁﬁerybody got dressed and came

downtown. Then we had a party after. .And it was
just a real thing that we got the kids involved

in so that they knew that they had done a good jo%?“‘
7 P

which they hada.aga Kennedy made reference to it
that nightiand he had those kids right up there

on the platform with himgﬁﬁﬁ_;t's just a great
e |

thing. 'Probably there were parts I skipped over
as far as Nebraska is concerned. Kennedy for the

first time is a. . . . Just trying to think back

Niaakes

f f.'i‘.’:-

now, recapitulate on what I“ﬁa left out. For the

A ]
o

first time Kennedy as a white politician, the first

-

white politician to ever come into a black community

in OmahaﬁNebraska,was Kennedyngﬁame right on the
i ; q

main street and had a rally in the pouring raiqj
;ﬁalked down Main Street and had a rally there.
/1| Mccarthy had a stord front about six blocks up

from the house which was not even a contest. I

mean_ between the denim dungarees and having a black
r
f



T

student union and having gone out to all of the
churches--John Lewis, myself and about six of
these students covered about thirty churches on
that Sunday prior to election day--I mean/it was
just no contest, I meag}it was exciting and

td
challenging and itwwas$ I think of all the primaries
J i

#

that I was involved in the most enjoyable for me

P
el

e

was the Nebraska primary in terms of what, your "

?ﬁbﬁ&athe feeling that everyone got from the thing
a1

and the spirit of the whole thing. $The California

primary was much more impersonal. It was Jjust so

huge that I was sitting up, you know,wwithwaheight;ﬂ:#;~

==

R
running eighteen rooms ,-you—Knows with forty tele-
phonegﬁaﬁa‘guys the only way I could reach them/they
o - -
were so far away was by phone and, you know; and

meeting interpreters for the Spanish-speaking com-—

munities and so forth and Mexican-American communi-
} / 0

1
f

ties, It was just no. . . . I was removed from
it X washmggnf¥ﬁ®w$xtwenty stories up in the air
and as many miles away from the nearest actio%!as

far as what was going onj whereas, 6 in Omaha}I was

7

-
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right down in the street with a pair of dungarees

on making it happen with those kids. «AE& it was

i e

just, you know, iﬁmwaﬁmgug% as important to make

it happen in Nebraska there in terms of the way
Sauw ¥ P

the press thought and the way the Senator felt

about the thing as it was to go out and do the
7

people.

entire Los Angeles County of four hundred thousand black/

Did you have the same problems with the militants
in Omaha that you had had in Indianapolis?

No. The reason I had the problems with the mili-

|
=

tants in. . . . Well, I take that back. FYouw~hadushvspss

In Omaha you did have Ernie Chambers who's the bar-

2
e

ber who's a very kind of & famous militant, not a
& ul acr Vo vk e D g

Wo )
person, I think, «wan be particularly -adueceated for

you to interview in terms of the history of the
yehemnent o .S

thing. He's verxd very bitter and very much anti-

Kennedyé‘very much anti-white, ﬁbt just Kennedy.

- 4
PR g
ANEG-he e I Ssent Johnny Ford down to straighten
thlngf‘ } A
s

= try and make some peace with Chambers,

who's a recognized. . . . He's kind of like the

professional militant. There are some people from
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Reader 's Digest that interviewed me here at the

house a couple weeks agoJand they said they had

been down to see him and that Chambers was just

as bitter and angry then_aﬁ&héify@umkﬁgﬁh as he

ever has been. And he has reason to be. -I-donti

yvou know, I don't differ with him. Gust as I said

- e
P ;

to you before prob—-I'm skipping aroun?fgan Fhe
. g -

s

problems that Mgumhadimﬂwﬁi;wwe had right here in

w

- i | i
PittsburgA I'm,saylnglwef the black people of
this countrXA h&dﬁ“imsamiiﬂwPittsbdéﬁ’just a couple

ve
weeks ago,or last week, says that we just got such

leasd T D e

a longw}nn“offiw.~ﬁ Maybe Chambers is right, 'y%ybe
(\{{‘la —“+o

we “le=evenrhave that revolution. Maybe we're going

to have to have that revolution in order —r oweviom=

=\
35

A
-
-
1
(5

Y 1'm not sure how you're going

to do it otherwise.
\f‘G-\»‘f’
But in answering‘question about the militants/

Chambers was really the militanﬁ}and Ford went down

3

and talked with himcand he.... S\ and T remenmber that

Ford came back and said that what he had resolved

f

with Chambers was!thai} Took, I'm not looking. « « =

You know, I got enough going on, I'm not worried about
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~
o

Whitey. Aégiif you ask me about Kennedy,'he*grw

JE TP . < ?&m;iéaﬂa he's just the best @fw%hewMaM:iZE
of a bad lot,” which Was a kind of begrudging kind
oﬁiyell, okayf‘yeuwkgzﬁ) if you're going to have
téree bad guys, he's the best of the three bad
ones.ﬂ‘Aﬂdwthatmwasukindwoﬁwmiﬁimn That was the only
kind of problem we had with the militant element.
And thewﬁewﬁiﬁ% Chambers really representedlﬁhat
waslin.factithe militant element in Omaha. %& would
say to you candidly that those black students in
Omaha, Nebraska/really made it happen. No dquestion
abodt it. In fack, &ﬁfﬁ&ﬁ%ﬁ%‘the reason I was able
to get something going on in Oregon was the fact
that I could look back and say, "Well, look, the

black students made it happen in Nebraska,K and there's

no reason why you all can't do something in Oregon.”

"

‘‘‘‘‘

,me:-the¢5piri;,Qﬁwthedtﬁiﬁﬁﬁwas not as great in
Oregon, I might say, as far as the black students
were concerned, as it was in Nebraska. It-was-juskt
sl “
L o\

e . . .
-asye=, It was just a series of circumstances that

all kind of meshed togetheﬁjthat really got it off the
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ground and made it happen. Kennedy coming to

town and being able to pay bands}and recognizing
bands)and Kennedy walking into &egro beauty parlors
where women were just, you know, ecstatic. I mean,
well,-béi I've seen them do that in white beauty

£ ; :
parlors also. MBut the thing was that it was Kennedy,
£ #

Ve

nobody‘ﬁ\ever done it before; Joan Kennedy came

i

there. It was Jjust a good thing. The whole thing

just worked out extremely well. When I think of
cas T saxd N

all theprlmarles that I se®y. all the buildup to the
¢
primagz “} that was the most enjoyable cne. The

problems of the militants wewhad\ to answer your

guestion really five minutes 1aterA'£hat I had in

&

Indiana #&het I did not have in Nebraska, I would not

have had the problems in Indlana that I had, had

7

I & NOt e g-had=I- net‘had people second—guessing
me in terms of the decisions I'd maderand likewise

T Eeonkliq W]
I Froy y W §
had I not had this guy, Holgate, who just was not

N
a very good fellow in terms of being a guy who was
doing other than loocking out for himself. So that.—<e— .

-yﬁﬁ—kﬁéa% he created a lot of the problems for me

there.



-177-

GREENE : Do you have any special recollections of Robert

Kennedy's visits to Nebraska during that last
the
week after Indiana before /Nebraska primary?

GRAVES: Well, he came to the black community just once in

Nebraska. That rally/uﬁmir.fl was Go e

8

-

he went into the beauty parlorh'so forth were the

g
thing= . . . We had built .. cor=ife~had-butit "

toward that thing all day long. We had a flatbed
truck out! we had signs that covered a square mile

that Kennedy was going to be in town, that Robert

“Vat
Kennedy was coming andﬂhe was a concerned politician

who was white. For the first time a white politician

o

had come into town. -And Kennedy's coming==excuse<®

. g
; . l
ﬂ@mmi% was something that he wanted to do.ﬁAI re=

member the reporters who covered this particular

stops a lot of them sometime® didn't even bother to

et

get off the bus at some of the stops in the white

communities,kﬁcause it was just another stop in

2 oy,
another shopping center. But Fveso..» They were
stepping on each other that particular afternoon.
i“f%éﬁmegnd when I tell you it was raining, it was

B / C..l
a downpour. ﬁ;ﬁ I remember that I had had on my
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dungarees all that day, my bib overalls and my
jacket and my work shirt;and had planned to go

and change/because the Senator was coming and I

g E

. {j,‘"l‘(;""‘?
wanted to be still his staff guy. =Andﬂthat

rain started coming down; I was never so delighted

that I had on my old clothes at the time and never

4
bothered to changeaagé I remember seeing him on the

street;and I remember him asking me,«y@umknza; "Can
I get in one of those outfits?" because he was

soaked. &and; you know, and we kidded around about

the fact thatﬁﬁyeuﬂknOWEBthe outfit I had on and
was I going to be able to change back to my regular
clothes when this whole campaign was over. He said,

"Boy, there's nothing you won't do to get a couple

of votes." You know, we just joked about the whole

[‘.
.

thing. But he felt very warm about the Jjob that

those students were doing and he let those students

know that on election night. He had those students
right up front on the platform and I. . . . The kids
all wore their overalls to the victory celebration
and so forth. *§£3? ¥ou know, the whole thing worked

i
(M v

out just fine.pﬁwe had a couple of alcoholics from
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the very. . . .—¥QuﬂanMhmdhxmnwwwMTjg We were
sittin%}agai?/in the poorest part of Omaha, Nebraska,
and we had about three guys who were real drinkers;
you know, literally the town drunks as far as the
black community is concerned, who came around‘&ﬁgs

they kept coming around and we'd have them sweep,

—

and we'd have them help out as far as the store—

P4

front is concerned. Aﬁ§i§inallylFord decided he

s

should buy them overalls}also, if they agreed to

at least keep themselves reasonably sober so they
could not blight the name of our campaign effort
by stumbling up and down the street with our dun-
garees and work shirts on. =Agé I think we actually
dried out three or four of their local town drunkéj

at least for the period of time that we were run-

ning the campaign. It-was.just T4t The whole
Q. '
thing was very warm feeling. The town drunks wh

P -
were, I used to call them "drunks for Kenneciljy*“/Z a
| = .

special committee. They had a thing of cleaning

F
e #

out the garbage every morning. #Aad I noticed that,/
you knows in the private store you'd have to have

a private refuse collection company come around.
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And these guys would tell me, "Don't worry about

that. We'll take care of the refuseﬁand we'll get

&

; %
rid of it." -And I really never bothered to question
where they were getting rid of this garbag?;until

a guy came over one morning. ﬁe~ﬁa;§§ Mook, * he

said, "I've had it.™ He-saidy "We've been putting
s sv-j
up with this for five days,/™ he—saids 'and, you know,

the back of my vard is nct to be believed." And I

Ove 7
said, "What™e you talking about?" I went around

and the garbage that, you-kfigiwy these guys promised

me to get rid of,which I hadn't really thoughtu. ... e
I\

given it too much thought about where they were

- e

taking ith.thzﬁﬁguys have been taking it around and="
about a half a block away and dumping it in this

guy's back yard. So, of course, we paid a rubbish
man five or ten dollars an@?game around and got the

thing out of there. Of course, it's very funny

/
that these guys.-you kfiow, thought they were doing
"3“;_‘—.{'.‘ g )
a job for us and once they were deing—it that was it.
q} But it's a matter that what had to be done, no white

person could ever have gotten along. First of all,

he'd have had all the hang-ups and problems of being
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afraid of who was going to steal somethingjor how

7

to talk to the guy/and how to get along with him.

Anfd~it wasn't a matter of just being black either

E=
e

gft was a matter of being able to deal with human
beings. That's why these guys. . . . These guys
were guys who had problems as alcoholics, guys who
drank, /Knd they just happened to be black guys

Zl]
who drank. ‘But it's just a matter of the whole thing

/

of being able to deal from the black students to the

{”
black ministers and black NAACP and having the impor-
)

: or the
tant people in town riding on the platforga\flatbed

[}
truck when the Senator came, and putting the right

people from in town in the car with him, getting a
couple of the black students in the car because they

were running the campaign headquarters and my walking

il
ey,

along the .Caris—e—w—~Ethe outside of the car talking

to the Senator about who he should recognize and so

forth. It was just a thing that had to be well thought

P

¢
out and well planned. ﬁA;@ all you did was take it

—

§ R

and in terms of Oregoqﬂ Oregon was basically almost

the same size as Nebraska. In-Oregon-you Had a. . . o
Exeuse-me+ In Nebraska you had Omaha and Lincoln. In
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Oregon you had Portland and you had. . . .
GREENE : Seattle?
GRAVES: Seattle. Right. Those are the real black communi-

ties and after that you really have nothing to talk

¢
. R - 1)La~
oy cns

aboutﬂ‘ Is SEEEEls L8 Oregon? Not Seattle.
GREENE : Oh, I'm sorry. Seattle, Washington.
GRAVES: Washington, yeah. We weren't in the state of Wash-

ington, no. 1In a place called Salem.

GREENE: Salem.

GRAVES: Salem.
GREENE = Who was working in Lincoln? Did you go out there,
too?

GRAVES : We sent John Lewis out to Lincoln, Nebraska. There

was really no more than about five hundred black

i

people in Lincoln. mAﬂzlwhat we had going on there

B

was we had a rally in memory of Dr. King. They had

~

a march for Dr. Klng; fﬁhd they had this march at

the tlme—_excusewmeh—901ng on all over the . . .
qg

Z_Interruptch/ ‘John Lewis went out and-spoke for

ke

t_u‘*"
us at a rally they had for Dr. King weg-—a march Some

iy

black students marched up there for us in Nebraska.

In Lincoln, Nebraska}they had a rally up there, The
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university up there. University of Nebraska's in
. . b
Lincoln, ard Lewls went there fcause he was, you

3
=5

know,‘hEmwa% a student leader. He swung student. . . .
head of sNCC Zfétudent Nonviolent Coordinating
Committe§7-and he was a good guy to send up ther%?and
he went up. Other than that, I never even went up

to Lincoln. It wasn't a matter of m@ég you know,

not being able to go, not just. . :M: Well, it was a

\
matter of not being able to go,ﬁfcause I didn't have

the time. I just didn't goj ;t was just enough

£id

Well, T

to do in Omaha. And then, of course. . . ;
make it sound like I stayed in Nebrasgska the whole
time, but I want to make a point that &@ﬂﬂﬂYmF®¥d$§
when I talk about registering 576 people in a day,

Johnny Ford registered 576 people in a dayv. He was

o4 % 5
i i< 4 oy gt 1A E
e QR oS

- eapitalisf that really made it happen. &

g

\?a sO when

=

I said we had "drunks for Kennedy" it was Johnny Ford
L P

that put all thaﬁtogether. I mean, he really did a
!«'\_‘ g

first—-rate jobsard Johnny Ford is now working as the

model cities head in Tuskegee, Alabama and ,—you—kaow)
i = )

he may not be a bad guy to talk to one day. At least, you

know, in terms of his views of the whole thing. "Ope of these
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days Johnny Ford's going to be a politician himself,

if not the first black mayor of Tuskegee, Alabama.

o
I don't know what mGEGWWWm“m«vw%Q% else I can say.

l:"F"EKennedy only made one visit into the black community.

The other Kennedys made a couple of visits there.

<

e

7~ you know, we had really had something going on

e

which was very excitin%,and I think that was kind of Hﬁf

:i-ni":ere S.t_._in g,. ]

e

Lets i
Yeah. Okay. /Mbve on to Oregon. WOUTH-yourmwgmepmuy=
A

When you left Nebraska after setting Ford upfdid
you go up to Oregon at that pointjor did yoﬁ go back
to Indiana}or to New York?

To be honest with you, I think you have to use this
as a basis for what the problem is, I criss—crossed
the country in those cities and states so often that
I just don't remember how I. . . . In other words,

I don't remember the continuity of the thing. You
had about five different situations going. You had
the Washington, D.C.)primary to be concerned with.
You had the New York primary which I was planning on

and working}involved in,coming up. You had the Califor-

A 7 & o '?
Gy & LI A —

nia primary that I had to go outﬁ”.fw::fmade one trip
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out to the West coast. I made a trip to Oregon and
T:'u-:\r\ etdher when
I don't remember when- I went out to Oregon. . .
A

Yeah, I did. When I got to Oregon, I stayed in

Oregon. IF=didmite=yeu-= I didn't leave Oregon and

come back. I think I 41 gOa—w—aeolollORt b0 vsgosmas
& T

(_,a g i i.;"-'—"e"f;: Ead p N
my first swing through €alif—=It's kind of foggy in

my mind, ~But I know Lewent £0...... s from Nebraska
I did go to Oregon.

GREENE : Okay, what was the situation there? Did it differ
very much from the other cities because of the greater
prosperity in that area generally?

GRAVES: eﬁeg@nmwasmkiadwoiwaﬂPrObT“f“}“éﬁOregon was a bit of a
problem. The reason that Oregon was a bit of a problem

by

was that first of all,/the time I got thereg there was

Z

very little going on as far as. . . . We lost Oregon,

/' r P
i

as you know. The reason we lost Oregon be@ause;$% was
just complete lack of organizationf”ﬁfhe people who
were running it, the people who were making some Jjudg-
ments. It just never got off the ground there. I'm
not talking about the black community, I'm just talking

about the total effort behind it. When I got into

Oregon, which was about a week before the primar%/and “there
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e

£
was just*ue%@uﬁemmégaliterally nothing going on in
the black community. They had one kind of very,

very pathetic storé:front open that nobody could quite
T

figure out who was supposed to be running. They had
A

one girl who was kind of paranoid who was running the

[

thing. I don't remember her name. She.WaS.. . .. e

e Semarer B B 3 WL

Seems to me I heard like she was a registered nurse
or a school teacher or somethinq) /Kbsolutely out of
her mind. She was the appointee of Edith Green.
She's the Eepresentative?

Yes, that's right.

And Edith Green had come out withe . . . You knci,—

seg}the thing they were living with in Oregon was

-

Edith Green had come out for John Kennedy and endorsed
him early when John Kennedy was running for President.

& llkew1se}she did the same thing for Robert,and

oy

she called the shots}and they let her-call the shots

=

in Oregon. So that was their first mistake. wﬁutyw

a i

| a ‘
they shouldhave had a deal with her where, okay, fine.

- o

we got your endorsement. We appreciate that}and

that's just fine, but we're going to make it happen

e

and we have to decide how we want to . —cwes=—We-wWant-=to=

=,
o
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]
run our campaign: but they didn't have that agreement.

—

They told her she was going to be the person amd
they kind of started to cater to her and that was a
mistake. It was a mistake in that she started naming

some people who probably should not have been involwved
S%arfiﬁ
in the thing)and by the time they #xied to really get

/

le i ’ . ;
a hand~on the thing it waswmyeugkngmwgmﬁv%gé going off
in the direction of a loss. We did get it going in

the black community. Trying to think how Kennedy. .

We=hadws=s-rsmd We had a rally. Kennedy made about
three different stops in the black community, two of
them on one day, and I think one on another day.

Just can't remember the very first one he made, But

the one where he made two in the same day, he went
into a. . . . It was kind of an unscheduled stop}and
Rafer Johnson was with him at the time. He made a

stop in a black organized and run’'cultural arts center

[ Te - - £
where they did a lot of handy+~work and they manufac-

tured leather goods, and it was a senior citizens'

X
- 12
e

—

home, that kind of thing. Made a stop there. -And™

then that evening of the same day we had a rally in

?%@ the black community in a park where there was some
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concern as to whether or not we would £ill that
T} o
] P

park for him. ﬁﬁa a

-

gain they sent in the white

a 1()()|< al « I W:' l] th . -
¥ ¥y .
owut 1 NE F

tise.and, of course, I just went through the usual,

J

calling Larry O'Brien and telling him either I was
going to leave or they were going to leave, that I
wasn't going to}have them second-~guess me in terms
of the rally.,a they got them out of there.’ But,

you know, I want to make that pointqégg% it was

-almost a thing of somebody white trying to second ™,
guess you because, one, it was a black community and,
two, because there was somebody black that was running

e .
it, that they always had to come in and try to second

‘

guess you as far as what went on in that community.

/-
e

In other words, it was most disconcerting to have ee...=

by,

to always. . . . ¥ou-know;you had enough...—s...>
You had enough pressures on you trying to do what you
had to do without always having to be bothered with
somebody coming along trying to tell you what they
thought)and how they thought because they had some

)

great expertise in terms of what they thought should

happen in the black community. And it was true in
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Oregon, Jﬂhd in Oregon the reason I couldn't organ-

ize really the way I would have wanted to, although

ﬂfa
we did well, was thg% this woman that Edith Green

e
hadsﬁhéé we had to kind of live with her because she
would have gone off amd literally just called a press

conference, which she had threatened to do, and say
gt e ing
that Kennedy was geinty to come in and try to dictate

how the community should be run. She just made life
rather difficult for us and we had to try to work around

herJand I think T even. . ....You knows the officej RPN .~
j d

ot
il

Like-F—think~T—even assigned one of the guys to try

Les

i
and date her or something like that. She was a single

[T s

girl.andﬂabsolutely hideous, but I remember trying
/"%

to get one of the guys to go above and beyond the
call of duty, as I call it, by trying to just get

her out of town for a while by just taking her off

4

somewhere and just, you know, taking her out, entertain
her, wine and dine her, but just let me get this
campaign organized. And I think that did work to a

certain extent} Wé were able to get her out of our
et
way. -And she had no concept of what was going to

happen election day and what was going to happen leading
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up to that and getting the volunteers and going
/ ;P
to the churches and all that. Aé% I kind of just

worked out of that place that we had set up that
Edith Green had kind of found for us and we were

paying for and kind of just worked around her and
| T
made it happen. The students from Oregon State. . . .

Was that the school that's important?
I think so, yes.
I have to ask youhicause I just can't remember.

Those students were nd: as cooperative as the students
< -
at Omaha U. &And I went out and made a pitch to them.
S -
el

.an étold them what had happened on the campus aEe—aa"y

in Nebraska and said that I had hoped that I was going
\b_qa z’_?."u’z.%f{", "{‘:'
toﬂsecure their support in the manner which I had
{:‘
gotten it in Nebraska. I did not geguéh you know,

an exuberant response from those students. They
were less than jumping up and down as far as wanting
Qi

1
to come and work for Kennedy. lWhat we're really saying

isabasically,they were a much more militant group than
{ ; i

f-?_-f:{ﬁ:ﬁ (o18

the kids at Nebraska. The kids at Nebraska were a-
LN S -1, 4;%\{:"-! L]
Ve e i %

bit more. . . . had the feeling that let's give the
b .ﬁ —

A

establishment one more chance to see whether or not
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it would 4e the right thing, meaning Kennedy. The

kids aLmM%wiii in Oregon had kind of made up their

mind they had given the establishment their last
chance and they had blown their chance_and now, they
weren't going down the road of trying to hang their

hat with anybody, that maybe Kennedy would win and,

{
yveah, sure, maybe the guy would be President, but

he's not going to really do anything so why knock
/
L
ourselves out? You had that kind of thing.

o

Why don't you go to your next question. What
was that about?

GREENE: Well, what about in the Oregon communities as a

~%
J

whole, outside of the universities; did you find more
7 o

3

cooperation thereg_yere they more apathetic than they'd

been in Nebraska and Indiana because of the greater
affluence in the state in general?

GRAVES : I could never get a sense of 10U Werman ™

Cf‘; . e
but.l.could.never.get.a. sense of, .. ..=a I was there

for only a week. That's number one. And by the time
we got there, f—megﬁw the campaign was already lost}

and we could see that it was lost. But I could never

get a sense of total involvement by anybody. In Nebraska
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wexe v

I knew that the ministers ran it and the civil rights
e b "" PO R B : =y ?';
groups ?ﬁﬂhlt and the students #an it. I couldn't

A

i

put a hand on it and it had nothing to do with the

W) v W
vwas only seven days to go

[
fact I .was-getting

¥

prior to the primary, because that would not have

#
,r‘d

mattered. Tha%% you know, you could have gotten

L

around that. 1It's just a matter I couldn't get a

\
£ o g
[ Bl

sense of people being really aware OF segmee== that
concerned with a primary that was going to come off)

that we were talking about picking the next President

P

H
of the United States. We were able to get the people
FQTR
interested in coming to the rally in thefd-eary V%

G.z“ij-i'.\
filled that ea¥. And we were able to get the message

across that. . . . Kennedy was very warm with that

./A

group. I remember that also. wemgu£¢w~ﬁwwé%-1 just
couldn't seem to get it going the way I would have
liked to have seen it happen in Oregon}as it did in
Nebraska.

See, in Oregon you had a communityjtoojthat was

o

; 4 g . .
laid out ldddeewg=ymim somewhat like in Los Angeles

County, a lot of. . . . You didn't have high tenements,

i — A
\ .
A g Ty YT t'{"

structures, But youwhadam.ﬂ;?}ajust went out for miles.
FAN A
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This was spread out and all over the place. You

Sy

i i
know, just lot of h@uamumwmﬁw&otmeﬁihome%fani e

was difficult to really get into those places and
really get a sense of where you were going.

What about Kennedy's people thats .. whose names

L

have been written about as far as Oregon goes, L'’ e

vanden Heuvel and ZTE. Barrett, Jr;7 Prettymaﬁz did

s PN B &
— D8 you

you have any contact with them.and- think they really
played a major part or were they . . .

I think the first guy, whoever it was that was in
there, did a very poor job of organizing. He was

—

obviously not a person. . . . / Hecper T S
Shmerz.

Herb Sehmertz was that his name?

Yeah, I think that's right.

&N
Dnite T2

B —

I think Herb sSehmer+z is a fine guy, but it's just
obvious that he should not have been the person to
organize Oregon. He was not an experienced political
organizer and to hand an important situation’ such as
a state where we have to win a primarxito a guy who

had not done it before was unreal. And vanden Heuvel

7

&
by the time we sent him in, <hé was already going into

d« « » « YOU kiow, it was like trying to cut eyt @
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cancer that's already become terminal. 1It's just

&
a matter of how long can you hang with it,and vanden

Heuvel already walked into a situation where he Jjust

-
P

L

- ; ¢ ? 4
‘he was in trouble. .Am}'when I came in with seven days

to go I did not have the sense of this was one we could
/

win. I really didn't. And when I started moving
around the black community I couldrnt get the sense
of really something going on so that I really felt

we were going to winsaﬁa then the guy thaég such as

. —
/ David M./ Dave Borden who was running this, the

local Portland operations for vanden Heuvel I. . . .
)

*@AgainIDave Borden happens to be a guy that I know,

andq+youwknp§% but I just didn't have the sense that
Dave Borden had enough of a get-up-and-go, fireman

type of let's-make-it-happen thing that was needed

Zeing 4o
in a person who was organize the whole city of Portland.
A

It took a real politicalJ “_ﬂmJ)politically oriented

type of guyfand Dave Borden was not that. I mean, he

3 /
had a Phil Sorensen and a Jim Green and a Pat Lucey
doing - Nebraska , how can you come and have Dave

e

Borden who's run a black association and a black

street group in East Harlem running all of Portland,
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Oregon? Excuse me a second. [Tinterruptiog7
Did you find the people in the black communities

of Oregon any more issue oriented than those in

the other states?

No .

The state itself supposedly was. You didn't find
that to hold true in the black communities?

What I found}as far as the black community is con-

- o 5
cerned was that there was a total s e not total.

/

There was a lack of receptiveness as far as any

politician is concerned-—-white——coming into the

i
o
area——-and blackﬁ“;%ause they had been had so many

P

&
times in terms of promises. .And when you started
; sa

i ’ Y
el I AT S —

‘dgéﬂg%lwwq«$>;%ung people}{%ﬁose were the people

who I thought could do the best job for us as far

as the overall effort%and that was to win these

rd

primaries and simply do well in the black communitiesy

A

/
You found them being completely disenfranchised-”

S

L\ i o 0 { St disenchantedrmexcuséﬁmev with the

white politicians across this country and feeling
r

that there was just. . . . You know, they were going

T wah
to be had again and just a matter of, you know, who
A



g o

-
4 .:‘.f‘m '
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did it and who did it a little bit more sophisticated

than others&'fhﬁﬁ just a complete lack of trust. Ard—
/

what I was able to say is, ymﬂr%ﬂéﬁ% T couldn't

. Lt ]
- '

"

disagree with you more, " which is what I said to them,

"but why don't we just give it one more;w1vnwaﬂgiv§“ww

&

i

iiwmnemﬁgﬁ% try and just see. Let's just put our
faith in this guy and see where we go." And right
nOW}today/if I had to go back out. . . . When I
finally went out and started talking about Humphrey)
it was exceedingly tough because, one, I'd already
said, ”Now;let's just do it,bﬁcause I believe that
Kennedy's the guy who probably spells it out the
best, " and, two, because of what had happened in
Chicago was just an impossible situation. Now, the

g

only thingwlme@uldwgusmwawﬂwﬂvmhgkgﬁzy way I could

(0.5
justify Humphrey in terms of the people we were talking
4 .
ATy s’

to was yo& compared him to a Nixo%éand really then,
i o
you got the answer, well, we don't care; it's all
o
the same anyway. Anﬁ?mof course, that was part of

the problem you had when yeu-tried £OT_a oo WhETT2>

we tried to put together the effort for Vice President

&4 |
Humphrey.

\
When we tried to win or get a winning situation
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going for Humphrey it was just a matter as far as
¢ J

B

the black community is concerned}}t was going to be
all the same. AﬂdﬂK@ﬂﬂ@dﬁmi?ﬁﬁf?)I was able to
overcome that to a greater, much greater extent as

P
-7#

far as,é Kennedy because he had the mystique of being
e )
‘the Kennedy and maybe there was something that could

happqua%a‘yhe idea and spirit of what John Kennedy
had started gave us all a little bit of a head start.
Was McCarthy any more attractive in the black areas
of Oregon?

McCarthy was a complete out. Nobody knew who McCarthy
was. He was just completely out. That wasn't even
a part of the discussion. Humphrey was much more of
a viable. . . . That would have been much more of

d. . - . You would have found competing against the
Humphrey people much more difficult in terms of what
they had to sell-an'r~J{5m-@v~ Jya a
Humphrey as opposed to a McCarthy. And I wasn't

overly impressed by the fact that they had thousands

of young, white college students, because what I had

A Y
b

3 e S
to run up againstd%«hadmto*meét“them%onauaw~w§ They
£y

had to meet me on my ground, my ground being the black
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e

community. B

e it

‘I had to meet them in-—thew—e—w—s on my ground. My
ground was the black community.
e .
GREENE : What about the King wire_ tapping charges? What
kind of an impact did that have in Oregon? I think
it came out during the Oregon phase of the campaign.

GRAVES: It really just surfaced,to any great extent right
!

J )

at the end. ~ILNcameﬁout1wq%ﬁE% It came out at the

very end of the Oregon thing. It really did not

catch hold enough' to really be of any great impact

at all as far as theubeginningmgiwthevwTdtmww{he‘?

end of the Oregon thing was concerned. And when we

got out to California, of course, we had about a

week to go in California, and some people did make. . . .

You know, like we already discussed what kaxﬁLna% deied *o
ve made out of that thing and how zgiturned it off,

and the over feaction which I thought was a ridiculous

e

/

situation as far as the King record was concerned.‘ I
l i , ,

think that even....—.—s Had King lived and that come
/

out ,King himself would have vindicated that whole

) \\ oV
situation, would vindicated the Senator in terms of
A

the whole situation. But, you know, I don't think
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that that's something _
/we ecould-have - we would have been overly
concerned aboutihad we gone the full route as far
as the campaign is concerned, meaning all the way

up to November, when I'm sure that we would have

won.

Were you able to do much with the professional

class in the black community? Were they receptive?

I know in Indiana you said they were more difficult
than the average person.

The reason they were difficult in Indiana wasn't
difficult in terms of receptivity. It's just a

matter thatpmyou;%QQW# they were like the establishment.
They were no different in terms of being. . . . The
only difference between them and the white establishment
was the fact that they were black. But as far as
getting them geared up, they were all kind of prima
donnas and you had to go and talk to them and treat
them all in a certain way. A£§3I didn't have that

kind of time%and they weren't the persons who were
going to berwfhwq&@tagkéthe marines‘out on the street
for me really getting it organized and getting it

done. So it did not make sense to go off and conk
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my head on a wall, knock my head on a wall, trying
to get then&hvolved where I would have to hire them
and give them money and court them and coddle them,
.andwlﬂdidnit,mnw,ﬁi You know, we Jjust didn't have
that kind of time. ‘Somtherefﬁyou“knoﬁﬁgzﬁdidn't
find it any more difficult than Oregon. The persons
in professional ranks or community organizer types
or the VIP types of any community, when an organiza-
tion such as our own comes into town, they want to
be treated like VIPs. Aﬂgryhen you start treating

them like VIPs then,vyoumknng you have to spend

time sitting the&é holding their hands and you're
just not getting it done;as far as what we nagg$w¢MwWWq:
wﬁ%twwe needed to accomplish and that was to win
that election.

GREENE: How much time did you spend with Robert Kennedy
himself in Oregon?

GRAVES: Personally with Kennedy?

GREENE : Yeah. Well, how much time did you spend while he

was in Oregon with him advancing his tripsgiww—ﬁh

-

2
GRAVES : I spent very little time personally with Kennedy «
~

Inmthe“wholehcampwmrmfg.ih the total primary effort.
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Wheﬂeverwiwh&deWﬂiﬁﬁ*Whenever I had to get through

to Kennedy, it was no problem of getting through to
him if I wanted to say something to him ,or if I wanted -
to get the message across that he needed to be doing

Qr
. " ‘5 V.Lu . .
a certain thing he wasn't doing. Liié in California

e

I couldn't seem to get the people who were working
r
on mass media to take off the law and order trans-
cript or law and order recording that we were using
in the white community off the black radio stations.
You know, here was Robert Kennedy talking about law
and erder on the black radio stations in California.
Well, it's all well and good, you know, I was realistic
enough to know that he may be had to say that in radio
stations being piped into Orange County, which is all
.
John Birch, but,seu-ksgew, that was not the answer
&
for what I needed in the black community. Afd I
couldn't seem to get it off. ARd I told the Senator;
I said, "You know I've been telling them for three
days that you're piping law and order messages into

the black communities on the black radio stations and

e
N

"théy*ﬂ@HAEmseemw$@mbe“wuWWWSXﬁbbody seems to be

i
H

it

! r .
responding. Well, Kennedy turned around and,you-lknew;
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tolde—.orm said something to Z_ﬁrederick G47'Fred
Duttoigandll mean}it was off. You know, Dutton
turned around and told the communications guy and it
was yanked,and the reason I know it was yanked,
because they came back to me and got the text of
what they should be saying. And so thereforejiny_
those kind of situations}l could get to Kennedy.%ﬁl
don't want to over:statejthe thing in terms of how
often Kennedy picked up the phone and said, "Should
I check with Graves?” I think that the Senator was
responsive to the idea that I was the person who was

doing the job as far as organizing the black community.

I think a lot of the tangible results were probably

A EFN
&

pointed out by Larry O'Brien to him. Aﬁ&-ﬁhen he had
a problem even with these records, this Maf£in Luther
King record, I never got a call from Kennedy person-—
ally that said, "what do you think about so and so?"
Kennedy would call Burke Marshall, who was his friend,
a trusted friend, and Burke Marshall would call me
and say, "I Jjust got a call from the Senator. What's

going on with such and such a situation?” Or he'd get
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a guy like John Siegenthaler from Nashville,
Tennessee, who was another guy he identified as

being a guy who knew his way around the black

fi
&

ccmmunitypand;ga therefore;really what I'm saying,

and I'm not sure if I want this on the record or

off the recordjis that I was the black person

‘ in
closest to what was happening/the black community
for the Senator nationally in his campaign_ and yet,

in retrospect, the Senator--and it wasn't retrospect;

I was aware of it even then--did not get on the

rhone and call me up when he ha@-—ag-re=u—= ~whef-he

wanted to identify his first problem. He would call

B — wo

his friends whothg‘thggghp were whiteﬂand had some

sensitivity as to what was going on in the black
, 43 F
i

b, i .
ho s

S
community. Ane* I think that that hawe to be said.

It's not an indictment of himg f%'s just a matter

o
e
<

that he went with what-hew——.Ss-wWere persons who he
knew were persons who could be trusted and had éé
some sense of empathy about what it was that had to
be done in the black community. Aﬁﬁﬁ@e went with

-

\certainly before calling an Earl

them prior]

¢

Graves, who he had known two years, three years all
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together.

GREENE : Would you concur in his opinion that Siegenthaler
and Burke Marshall did know their way around the
black communities and were sensitive to the problems?

GRAVES: I would say Burke Marshall and I agreed. I think
that Siegenthaler was influenced by pPersons. sc—e—i"

See, you had the problem of FuyS.... .i; each guy

L e

having his own guy,ééé‘yhen I say that)it's kind of

very poor use of words, but as I said before in a
J /

£

campaign‘i%L§¥ you know, it's not a Sunday school
picnicﬁana again and again you have guys lining up

to get their lines straight in terms of who their

lines of communications are going to be}and into

i<’
who,and who has the weight where. Aﬁﬁ*soltherefore
4 —
QS g .
you have like Z_Thomasfﬁé/ Tom Johnston being close
A4

to John Siegenthalerﬁakd Tom Johnston and I had to

work togetherfand Tom Johnston had an awful lot to

1

do with my ending up working for Kennedy; but Tom

Johnston was probably saying to Siegenthaler that’
&

"Graves has worked for me, so if there's any problemf

‘5

in terms of what's going on and what Graves, working
44 B

on, check with me.” Well, what that did for Tom
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Johnston is it made it possible for Tom Johnston
to be on top of the pile or to know what was going

on in a given situation because a Siegenthaler was
i

coming back to him to keep Tom Johnston informed in

terms of what Earl Graves was doing. -And-T-didn'€
think.that-Siegenthaler. . +* Siegenthaler did not

have the sense of things that were important in the
black community to the extent that Burke Marshall
did, to answer your question specifically. There
were persons who were involved in the black community
who were that much further away and more out of

#

touch with it. Walter Sheridan was a guy who I really

o

thought was,ﬂyeu~kﬁ%%a completely out of it in terms
of he was a guy that got involved in that whole situa-
tion in Indiana and ended up with mud all over his
face. He was a guy that was assigned to work in the

e
black community in California,égﬂﬁyhen Larry O'Brien

st

came injhe was so annoyed about the fact that I was—
supposedly.»;%mmé-had to go and talk to Walter Sheridan

to find out what was going on, he refused to actually

-
/

get involved with Walter Sheridan. iarry O 'Brien

just told me, "Just ignore him and just go ahead and
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L

do whatever we have to do," "cause he was organizing

in the black community because somehow hakwyouwknéggh

He had won the friendship and the confidence of the
b

Senator a long time agqaaﬁg gpmehow he had convinced
someone along the way that he knew what was going on
in the black community, which he didn't. So I think
he was an example of a person who I thought should
not have been organizing in the black community or
have been involved in the black community. I think
that Dave Borden's sense of organization in terms of
what he was doing—:ﬁé was the guy who was in Oregon--
/

was, K again an overstatement of the facf}in terms of

i

¥

the facts.as.far-as how good he was at doing his

5
particular thing in the minority community. I think

had a guy like John Doar been involved jin the campaign,
I would have been able to work with John Doar pretty

easily. John Doar understands what it is that wete

~

? 79

about. 'I think that / Frank’ Mankiewicz understood
a lot of what happened in the black community. I
think that Mankiewicz did not respond or react at

all times the way I think he should have or I would

have wanted him to, but I think he had a sense of what



-207-

was a hustle and what was not a hustle;aégsl liked
&)

Mankiewicz in terms of the kind of individual he
e
was and whenever -he had dealings as far as the black

community is concerned,I think he was reasonably

P

responsive.;%But there were very few guys who really
had a sense of where they were going. Bill wvanden

Heuvel in the beginning had something to do with the
) = ?
biack;communitgggnd‘pe knew black people, but that's

not enough, just to have black friends. I mean)it

d
does not make you an expert on theseiw..—’ being

sengitive as to what is going on in the black com-
4

munity. I'm going to give an example right now.

You've been to my office a couple of times. I Just
let a girl go who was my secretary who was a black
girl, very good as far as technical skills are con-

cerned, but not particularly good in terms of taking

‘3m_-~.

professional pride in what she was doing. -And-now”

F

T

hlqw%vwwmmﬁﬁd within the last month and a halg or last

i

four weeks any way I've been looking for another
secretary. I've interviewed at least a dozen girls,
Negro girls. I've not found more than two that were

reasonably acceptable and one that was very good which
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I didn't get. It just didn't work out. So now I've
reached the point that I‘m-geing-te+—..== 1 want to

7x¢I wanted to have

hire a secretary. T Goesn-i s

5=

a black secretary because, number one, I just thought
it made sense to have the first person who was going
to talk to me be somebody black rather than somebody
whitefin terms of my clients and in terms of just

my baéic philosophy. And then I just think that in
terms of my office T just want to have an integrated

staff\aﬁﬁ }t ends up that I would have had myself
J—- : ‘j,\ PR

and | -.Wg; black and I'd end up. . . .
WelVve got three women in the office, one being the
secretary would be white and the two staff people
who worked for me before in Kennedy's office who are

still with me, Edna Greenbaum and Judy

Lt

who is now working for me full time. That would have
T

meant three white and two black,and just seemed to
A 25

me that kind of the balance wasn't right. And if

anvbody wanted not to be accused of looking to an

o
1t

integrated situation and a balanced situation seemed

, ) A

1 & 4
to make senseﬁtryﬁﬁ@ to put it together a little

differently. All right, well, the point I'm making



-209-

B

g

is that here we are and.I right now I want to hire

a secretary and I'm going to probably end up hiring

Ly
by

somebody white. Well, the difficulty of hiring some-
body white is not that she will not have her technical
skills down. That won't be a problem at all. But
when I say to that person who's white, "What do you

think the AKAs / Alpha Kappa Alpha/ will do?” If

3

§ 4t ]
that person were blackﬁarmwhagwggﬂyoummmm;;g &

I said to that person as I'm dictating a letter, "Oh,

yeah; send a copy of this letter to the national head

of the AKA%," she would know that AKﬁs were one of

pate™

the largest Negro sororities in the country. Ard

if I sajid to send it to the head of the national. . - «

If I said this to a white secretary, I've got to
explain to her who the AKAS are and where she might
possibly locate that information. Well, she could
G

probably do that. "The same thing is true if I said,
"Send it to the Jack and Jills." The average black
secretary coming into the office would know that
Jack and Jill is a very kind of bourgeois-type of

organization of middle classgs Negro children for the

cultural mission of middle class Negro children. .AndS
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y%nbéamﬁ;? so what I'm saying is is—é%@i that sensi-

(P

tivity of knowing that in a particular town in
Omaha, Nebraskalthe president of the Omega Psi

Phi fraternity éhapter would not be really a heavy«
weight. The reason he wouldn't be a heavy:height 1S
b@cause there are not very many fraternity guys in

Al

that town. A white guy would not have the sensitivity
if he was in that town. -—s— A Burke Marshall or o.
John Siegenthaler, as good as they might be, would
not have the sensitivity of how to use those guys
or how to call it. And that's the point I make.

"""""

ANG—it—JUsSte—s-e-s YOU know, unless you've lived the re

A

and been there/there's just no way of getting in
there, You're just not going to gain that kind of

insight, and that's the problem I have right now in

>
=

hiring a white secretary@i&«%ﬁgﬁ i¥ I hoae heﬁjthere's

no gquestion about the fact that she would be very

good as far as her professional skills are concerned,
in terms of professional pride 5%5 as far as her work
is concerne%)and likewise in terms of confidencgi}
but the problem is how do I get her to understand

e

all of the demographics, if you will, of what happens
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in the black community and who it is that we should
know in the black community.a§% I don't know what
the answer is to that.

Yeah, Well, you said in the first interview that
there were people that you took this question to

who understcod the nature of the problem and yet

)

nothing was ever done about it. Who was particularly
responsive as far as understanding the prcoblems?
Was there anyone who would come to you even if they

were doing the advance and gay, "Well, you know,

who should I see?"” who would seek your advice?

ey ] =

e 1
1 f
Nyt

Would Jim Tolan or Peter Smith come and say, yeu
b N
i A

kﬂ%wwm“l'm advancing in this black community. Is
there « o o"

Yeah, I would get . o o

"Are there people I should see?"

Yeah, when they had an advanceéyghich used to kind
of aggravate meﬁugﬁ%mwhenmth@mmhadmgnwaévaﬁgé that
was in the black community, sometime it worked one
way and sometime it worked another. If they had an

advance in the black community where I was not in

that town, they'd call me up and say, "What do you



o

think we should do with so and so? How do you
think it should happen?" I'd say, "Why don't you

go talk to so and so{" and I'd give them a list
i whe r

of two or three people. The other way aroun@ I was
A
already in the community, I'd probably get a call
? <
and theyE?ay, "Do you want some help from us,or should

we come down and help you in the black community?"
0 I

I'd tell them no, because I was already thergjand,
o

you know, I didn't think we needed to do it twice.

So I don't think a Jim Tolan or a Peter Smith. - »
]

Peter-Smith-just-treated. it. . o« Peter Smith would

T

“vaai ”

jusﬁmit that if it's in the black community, let Earl

o

Graves handleuit.” ¥e&-&n§%§ }t's one of those kind:z;irﬁ;jJ
"Let me keep my hands off it,x@cause I don't know
what I'm doing with it." Jim Tolan treated it that,
"I don't think Graves knows what he's doing, so I'm
goinglto go in there and try to move it around a
ZL:i_ttlej::,"l I think that wagahfsvﬂwwéég kind of would
have been the attitude of Jim Tolan. Jim Tclan would

have treated it that, "I can handle this thing. It's

e ,
Onlys.s.-e—s—that just black people)and I think I understand
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how to handle it. I know Rafer Johnson‘J ‘XEu know,

and we talkeéf so it's all the same thing.” I mean,

it's that kind of basic lack of empathy for what the
T Abin i

real problem wa%)@haéméaya

Was there anyone else in the advance that you found

particularly insensitive in this way, like Jim Tolan?

-7
L‘ﬁurc\\ d Jd

-

Well, I told youﬂJerry Bruno was Jjust outrageous.
Yeah. Right. Anyone beyond that?
And then thee—e.cs I think that the. . . . Weii"rw%
Ehink hab . eolen Gon't Ehidk that / Joseph/ Joe
Gargan, who was supposedly in charge of the advance,
was particularly sensitive to what had to be dqpe as
far as to understand the black community. ’ﬁm;§ you
know, treating‘a black community in terms of advancing
fgﬁﬁg”differéﬁ?—-that's what I'm trying to get a point--
it's no different to advance something in the black
community than it is in the white community. You'wve
got to get people to a certain place at a certain
et weuvld Come,
tlme?wa%'the problem wa%Js that they were~ecoming in,

crunch all over people's toes, maybe pick out the

wrong people to help them get it together, you know,

and *have-a.e.o o o YOoU. -know,..aticds just leave things in
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shambles when they left. That was the problemho&

dn't mean that Gargan necessarily would do this per-
sonally)and I'm not necessarily justifyingﬁmyeuwk;g%¥?
what I'm saying about Gargan in terms of a lack of
sensitivity. I Jjust think that/i;e guy who was totally
in charge of advance, he didn't. . - . Well, thlee

were no black advance men. And I don't think that

you'd necessarily have to send advance men. I mean
/

I think I said this in the very first interview,
Q{@hen I was going around for Kennedy, when I went out

to Portland, Maing,and organized -we Zk%ﬂﬂﬁﬂw ﬁﬁfl‘fu"

i L gy
campaign, T went out to Omahsa, Nebraskaﬂ M@@ﬂAfNot
Fd

Omaha, Nebraska. Excuse me. What's the western

o =3

B nett e el

townz Montana. F-gomtt-think-there-wase—ssw YOU
-;‘_1,\ '\u".f%‘é\

know, I don't there's six Negroes in the whole state
A =

of Montana.KﬂWhen I went out there, I was the advance

man for those trips and it had nothing to do with the
p

fact I was black or white. I was the advance man,
P18 a

period. Well, I mean, it just seemed to me there™d
have to be places that they could have pulled in two
W

i
or three advance guys. They had Baron Martin. Baron

Martin got out to California and Jerry Bruno wanted

1
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to put him back on the train and send him back.

That 's what he told

Baron Martin. Baron Martin is a guy with four

v

degrees, you know, one of the brightest lawyers you

, e ’
want to meet out of Boston, has, you-kndws; an income

in excess of a hundred thousand dollars a yea?}andfMWﬂ

P . il
you. know,. and teaching,..you-kanows almost as a full

™

professor in a law school;

I mean

—you-had.,.you-knowy there just seemed to be some in-

P g - . - =
consistencies with what we were talking about. -And*

they had one or two guys that they had doing advance,

- i

but those guys were in the inner circles. ~And*the

thing that aggravated me about it is that the advance

men that they had doing advancing were just guys who
-

#

just came ingaﬁa they got a little experience and all
5 _)
of a sudden they became advance men. #And there was

any number of black guys who were equally as capable

that I knew of that could have done the job that these



~-216~

guys were doingQand bettegﬂgnd I don't mean in the

black communitgj I mean in general as far as advan-

£
et

cing was concerned. igYou put a guy jinto downtown Chicago,
(O To

You go amd-put- a local political organization and

say, "I'm here from Kennedy's staff,"” and they

wouldn't care if yoGU%ot horns. You're not talking

about living next door to them or going to school

with his kids. All you're talking about doing is,

"Let's get a crowd out tomorrow/x;ecause Kennedy's

comingf;nd you can do ito”fzgé?gpey had no hang-ups.

I've been into Detroit and done it for Kennedy. I

went all over Michigan. I went into conservative

areas;]— ”Ypsilanti . 8 Michigan. I can name towns

across this country that I've been into for the Senator}

and I was just a guy getting off that airplane being

the only one out in Butte, Montana, youwkﬂdﬁg in the

middle of the nightnjjimd nothing to do with color.

And those people got the people out, so there's just

no reason why I couldn't have had it. ﬁgésﬁotjust that,
W& now i

but weﬁsat here and talked kind—ef three or four

different sessions}and we don't know another person

" . il g 3 . i T
that™s—ifle—s—om was in communications, speech writing,
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right across the boardA policy makingwthat you can
A

go and talk to that worked for Robert Kennedy that

; \ e s
did anything. Now, whO. -eccewusLOU~KNOW WO smpmmsrs”

e

What are we going. . . W§=wereni% going to make

rd

Rafer Johnson Secretary of State); you know, so where

were we going to start pulling these names from?an&j

——

yhen‘@éjﬁ;feﬁgoing to start using these people,
Right in the Washington headquarters you can't tell
me who you can go talk to that was black. When I
wasn't there, there was nobody. I'm not talking
about secretaries. So, you know, the campaign

just lacked a lot of color, in quotes,“color:'

What did you feel about the scheduling? Did you

feel that the black areas were slighted at all

in the scheduling by / Joseph 3;7 Joe Dolan and

other people working on that?

No. No, I thought that Joe Dolan did a good job of
scheduling into the black communities. mheyﬂdidn;i*mmﬁa;;}
They didn't slight the black community, because the

black communities were what they were going after.

They were hanging their hats on the idea that they

were pulling a good vote out of the black communities.



ok

that was going to be a big help to the Senator as

far as his winning in those particular states, because
if we could get the black people out, those people
were going to vote for the Senator. So I don't think

there was a problem at all, 'n Schedwl na o
L

GREENE : Well, maybe one more question, I had heard:also}

-~

that)in California particularly)@ﬁ;% there were
groups that complained that there wasn't enough
personal attention given to the black community.

I guess that's really what I meant, particularly
by the Senator and his top people, that they didn't
see enough of him.

GRAVES: Well, that's that thing. I've got a copy somewhere,
Ty
I don't even know where I can find it. ;bok down
T 've Fvoiaﬁ‘:@!e_! st -\‘,(L_

in the cellargaﬁéﬂtry*tomgééﬁsome of &®hewe——e~—w—anin
the cellar. In fact, I might have that article

I told you about from Omaha down in the cellar, in

&= rf’

f
e T

the “bases—s—s Excuse me 5 Jﬁhe basement.

o v aal
-
Sy

o That-.WaS.gueeeTROSE. GUYS swrgorgrog

-
T% I think I mentioned that‘also in the first interview.

\

In Los Angeles we had some of them, ZTMervyn MQ?

Merv Dymally, Bill Greene, the guy who headed up the
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_ 34 Vg
Urban League office out there, threeor four efthe
elected officials who were looking out for themselve§
as good politicians,in terms of what was going to
happen in the Kennedy campaign in California. They
wanted to be top dog,and they didn't want to be top
black dogﬁj /Ehey wanted to be top dogs who happened
to be black., mAna those guys complaining about the
Senator's lack of sensitivity was only a matter of
him not recognizing them and not so much that he
wasn't recognizing the black community, although I
think there was a certain amount of validity to the
fact that we could have done more in terms of how we
responded to the black communityﬁa;é }n the first
instance Fhey were talking about something completely

differente.

Okay. I think we ought to change the tape.

—

What about primary day in Oregon)in terms of getting—
Awe

out-te-vote? How did you organize that?

Let me Jjust think a little kit aboutf%- Sometimes

Oregon and Nebraska all become the same and I'm just

trying to remember what we did in Oregon. Let me see.
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7 — -
Could you click this off a second! [/ Interruption/

I think what you have to understand is that as far

@

as the get-out-te-vote efforts were concerned in
. vl
the black communltgieéééhwe had had some degree of

sucess in Indiana‘and then we went on to Nebraska
p.!

and did extremely well, when it came down to election
& -
day in the Kennedy campaign}we pulled all the stops.

Whatever had to be done in order to get it done was

=

done,and that meant that when I said we needed to have
ten cars and they only had five cars, they found

another five. Now the numbers don't mattery fhe
/ 4

point I'm making is that they got whatever I said
.9

we had to have in order to get it done. -Ané® I know

sitting in on the last-minute strategy sessions, in

/
e .
terms of the get—out—to-vote se551ons;the long and
1t '

the short of the whole thing was,in the final analysis

the difference is going to be in the black communityj

if we can get out the vote, “ﬂgﬁ anything we can do

R
e

to help Graves get out the vote, let's do it."
I remember vanden Heuvel saying it. I remember Larry
O0'Brien saying it. You-know;—I-know what s —s—s e Yol

v

know,--I-can stafds “s~s-% I remember those meetings as
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if it were an hour ago, the various persons who made

these comments in wvarious states as we went across

-)'J

the countrye tﬁét;yhere the effort had to be made,
in the final analysisjwas the black community;andﬁf
we could get a real good turnout in the black com~-
munity it was going to be helpful to the Senator.

So)in Oregon those same statements were made by Bill
/ *}ﬁ

vanden Heuvel and Larry O'Brien;@é? gt was understood

st e

that when they couldn't think of something else%awWwiiﬁ

when they had extra persons to work or volunteer in
e
the get—out—te~vote effort)they would send them over

to me and myiﬂzwqm.ﬁaﬁa the people who were working

with me that were being sent ing it was understood

=

that on election day a lot of those people were going
o

to be whitqibeeaﬁ%é it didn't matter at that point,

because what we were talking about is sending out white

people to go and baby-sit, sending out white people

to go and drive people to the pollsnagﬁ it wasn't a

matter of turning them off. A lot of them guys did

come with suits and jackets on, but at that point it

didn't matter. _We were at- thee-—s-=w% You know, we

were at the end of the wire and if the people were
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going to be resentful thag;;yeuﬂkﬁBW? we'd already

R

been past that kind of stage. One of the
Fitzgerald brothers wase.. S= worked out of the

campailgn headquarterﬁjand he did anything I wanted

tEgt day in terms of what we wanted accomplished.
ﬁ;& when I didn't have enough cars available to go
out ;nd pull people, I just picked up the phone
and called the local taxicab company and told them
to send me down ten taxicabs with ten drivers into
the black communitye £ight outside of my door were

sitting ten drivers w%%h“teﬁmcabz”;*ﬁiﬁ in their
):#‘;_ {J,’:“ LY we W) L\'J\.‘ ggl
cabs,and we had a person to send offiwheld just send
A N
those drivers offfand those bills were paidj%iSoiwhen

J
I say that all stops were pulled, that's what I meantg

=

P
il

beeaﬁéé&in the McCarthy campaign they might not have

L

had moneys to do this. In our campaign that was not
part of the discussion} ﬁ%e discussion was to get
out the Vote;*iﬁ£d<gfwever you had to do it, you
did dt. ﬂndimwelﬁ; %p Nebraska the same thing was
true. The morning of-eleckion .oy OFf primary

day, sitting out in front of my headguarters at seven

a.m., was twenty taxicabs with meters and drivers who
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&
knew the black community. =Amd those guys were avail-
able to take my campaign workers to the~eampaégnw—wmﬁ¥j5

#

By
Excuse~mep~t0o* election polling places, to take my

people around who were going to do canvassing, to
?‘,b !k\ﬂe-rs
- .
take my pullers around, baby sitters around, whatever

the case was. ©So we always had that available. Op.="

G,
Lhe elelaaoe Ején the primary day, whatever I needed

was avallable to megaﬁé they knew I was doing the jopj

and I‘d~getﬁ~wmwj%3always get a couple of calls from

&

Larry O'Brien. “Howﬁs it going?" RﬁgLﬁarry*O'Brieniigb
if I said to him, "They told me they were going to have
ten cars and I only see two," a half hour later there'd
be ancther ten cars sitting out in front of the place.
I don't know how they did it, where they got them from.
I know how they did it, but the point is that they

G

#
got it when I needed it on election daygaﬂ% the same

Ty

thing was true in Oregon. In Oregonifor the people
¥

that we got out)and for how we got it out}and still
having to work around Edith Green's peopleWho were
difficult to work with, I had total cooperation in terms
of the Kennedy people.

\.A-fl;"::t (%

GREENE: “Was* Edith Green and her people interested in the minority
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communities or did they ché%e more or less to leave
that to vyou?

GRAVES : Oh, I think Edith Green was interested in the minority
community. Edith Green was like a. « . o She-wag ™

like. the....s— What do we call it? The hall of fame,

\ /
we call it theuhallxof—fame/types. They were com-

-

pletely above that. You know, she just assumed. . . .
&

As far as Edith Green is concernedyhhé%>this young

girl that I can't think of her name who she had sent

out into the black community, she probably really in

her mind thought that this girl was doing the job

~ 2he

that she had sent her out there to dvor Just thought
she'd sent her out there to do. She was so far removed

from it in general; she Jjust was interested when the

ez

Senator came to town that she would, you know, +that-

she-would® be the person that was courted, and the

J

person that was taken around and the person he was

going to be seen withvaﬁévﬁyeuqknoﬁﬁﬁl mea?}he was
going to campaign with herj ‘Eﬁat was her interest.

-
Lﬂ In terms of actuallyithe% you know, coming down to

the basics of the thing!and did it happen)and how did
Jd

it happen}and who's doing it and is it being very
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organized, she was removed, totally removed from
that. I'm sure that she thinks that this girl to
this day maybe got it done as far as Oregon was
concerned. Anéggs I think back on her, I don't know

how much input she made into. . o . Well, if she®q

uhé%é made any real input, maybe he'd have won/ but

I mean, you know, she probably thinks she was doing
quite a job.

Did you have the feeling going into primary day that

it was pretty much losézané‘gid everybody share that

o

opinionifr did you think there was still timeé;;ﬂfﬂfﬁAW“

) -4 hat K W 8 5 l!' i R te. ™
Hot TIHE, DUE s { '

No, I think there were a number of persons who thought
wegwere in tough shape as far as Oregon was concerneds’
agé.l was convinced that unless something unforeseen
happened the night before election night, I was con-

vinced that wee o o « By the time I got in there, I

had a feeling that it wasn't going well, and by about
three days prior to primary day, over that weekend,

I was convinced that we were going to win it in the

—

black community, but as far as the E A Eves ot anENES

election itself was concerne% I thought we were in
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very bad shape“andwfmha&wmwmvié I based it almost

totally--and this is not an indictment or anything--
=

bé%=I based it a lot on this kid, Dave Borden. I

could. ... « Dave Borden was not the person that you
have taking the total. . . . When you take a look at
the total population of Oregon and you realize how

e

many people live in Portland, Oregonﬂ ;hich ig the
largest city;ghd you say to yourself that yoﬁwgbt

a Dave Borden organizing that total community . . .
Zfinterruptioﬁ7

I had heard ﬁroﬁ?ﬁI think it was from Walter Sherida?j
that the oriélnal plan in California, ZTﬁesse Mé?
Unruh's plan, was to organize the black community

in a fairly conventional way with precinct workers

and the usual thing, but to do it strictly by mail,

by mailg maamiii;a Did you hear about this? What

was your opinion on that?

Yeah. The operation was going to be run by Williard
Murray and he was going to be working out of the
southern California headgquarters. Williard Murray was

a guy who worked for ZTSamuel‘W;7 Yorty, who was a

black aid®*to Yorty, a guy that was going to make a
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pretty good dollar out of the campaignoﬁnéjggou

w

know, I don't argue about that because I think if
white guys can steal in the campaigns. . . o Let's
strike that part completely. If white guys can do

well in terms of campaigns, running them and finan-
o € E?
cially}w%ﬂ others are able to help® financially because
‘A\

of the moneys they've had available to them, then I
don't have any problem with Williard Murray being in

that position to be able to hire people or fire

a

people, whatever the case is, What I do have a prob-
lem withjand which I had a problem with}was that
Williard Murray was not the guy)and the system they
were talking about was not a system that was really

going to get out the vote. There was no guarantee
i
1

that that was in fac% going to get out the vote. ‘What
/

they were doing was sending out mailing pieces to

certain persons whé)in fact would becomeo-eo thf
. /

< g
wowdd send back a card and say, "Yes, I will be the

captain on my block." And then based on having that

name. . - o They sent out, let's say, I think all the
A

'registered Democrats asking them to be captains on their

&
blocks and whoever sent them back}who seemed to make

a,
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the most sense, who agreed to be a captain on their

block, that person would be sent the wealth of material,

"3

doorknob hangers and so forth, for election dayﬁau‘n:"*i‘:fa

it was that person's responsibility to go around and

o=

-

knock on doors and ask persons, "Have you voted yet?“

e,

i I " . >
and if you haven't voted, when are you going to vote

¥

gﬁé will you go out and vote?" Now there were so many

fallacies in a system like that and there were so many
4

unknowns in it that it just said it couldn't work;
/ v

ﬁ% was an unreal system. 'ﬂﬂ%fwalter Sheridan said

that was the system. That was the system until Larry

o

O'Brien got there and looked at that ana?got on thes

b

telephone and called me long distance in Oregon and

told me that Oregon was already lost, to come on out

. &
& P

to California and pull it back togethefgpeeaﬁgg‘you
- i

had three or four different situations which were

leading down the path toward disaster. One was that

the black elected officials were saying that Kennedy

had not in fact}dealt with them. That was Merv, —

w4

Senator Dymally, which you've talked about already.
P

~AYTE they had this program which was not a good program

-

in terms of what you could do to get out the black vote.
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s

%tmdidANAMjim You know, it didn't identify specifics,.
It didn't say who it was that was going to be on

the phones looking at)or in campaign headquarters in
these local communities saying, "We don't have some-

thing going on here. Let's get something happening."

il /

HSaﬁqﬁEEQEWII went down to San Diego}and granted that
was not Williard Murray's area, but there was absolutely

nothing going on in San Diego, California before we got
#

of
people down there. And then you go in Pomona;x Compton,

California:“;«?WQ Compton, which is just a suburb

A

of Los Angeles Countyg‘and there was literally nothing

% i
—~ o i

going on in these areas, 'Tfmrk%bmq there was no way
of identifying who your people were going to be
because this mailing system only said that on election

day, supposedly, this person will emergef?—?bu know,
.-“ ‘f

it's like some huge underground--and he'll go into

these communities and make these other people come outy

-
L

\ " ,
‘thrat _he was going to be the catalyst that was going to

make it happen;-léhd no way of knowing who these people

were that you were talking about, 50, It “Was=afi-lileessemmo

)

ﬁie whole thing was unreal. ' We could probably spend
i S N

5 2

N ) b e

a couple of hours talking about Oregon and I think -ef—



-230-

b 5
Lhe. . . o I want to try and narrow it down a little

by just getting to some specifics. I came in. The

first thing we did the first evening upen arriving

N e e

was to meet with the black officials who were supposedly
fhei e

dissatisfied, find out where thelguys& e W3 T met
A

with their A.A.s ATAdministratiVe Assistantg?, callazd

Larry O'Brien, told him the problem and then had

-
-

Larry aqree%'who was coming in that nightA to meet
-

e

with them at the Ambassador Hotel for breakfast.;;ﬁéd
Senator Dymally, Bill Greenejagé just the two of them
came . Supposedly!they were representing the dissatis-

o
fied element, -Aﬁé-ghe dissatisfied element wasfin
¢

fact. - . - What we said was, "Okay, now what does it

take in order to get the dissatisfied element satis-

P

fied?" and we worked it out that there were certain

thad 4o be
moneys that they put into the campaign in terms of

the people that they were going to beigz;éﬁ%ithin their
rd

campaign headquarter%gﬁﬁa I forget the amount of moneys

that were involveﬁj ﬁ%ere were several thousands of

dollars, which we worked out. They told us what they

&
thought the problem waseanﬁzghe problem was, you know,

it was a matter of pride, it was a matter of respect,
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and it was a matter of dollars and centiﬁaéégghe
& oo

dollars and cents part of it, Larry O'Brien told

me to go get it worked out and Ee@uwemhn@wwwwmwmf%
let him know what it was; which we did,amd I took

a lot of the soft dollars out. They had a lot of

soft dollars built into their campaign budgeﬁjin

terms of what they thought they had to do in the

black community, which we picked up. 1In other

words, what I'm saying is whereas they said that

maybe they were going to need five thousand dollars
for telephones for ten days, I would say to them,
"Okay, we'll put in the phones for you. Let's take
that ten thousand dollars or that five thousand
dollars out of your budget.” Q&bw, that didn't

make them happy, because we were}in fact)incurring

the expenses of the phones)and it didn't leave any
slush fund over. In other words, it's easy to say,

I'm going to spend five for phones,”and actually spend
three. ﬂéﬁ*wben I say, “I'm going to do it for
yougand I'm going to give you all the phones that

yoﬁ said you wanted." I say to you, "How many phones

does this represent?” You say, "Forty." I say, "Okay,
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you got them. Forty phones., I'll pay for them.”
Then, you know, that's got to make you unhappy,
because now it's taking some of your initiative
away .« ﬂzbc§;Well, it's not initiativej ;%'s taking
some of your. « « « YOUu know, you don't have the

power any more. Right. You don't have the leeway
' Q

i

any more. So that didn't make. . . They couldn't

argue with that, because then it would appear that,”
=4

-

-y@ugkﬁuw5 we were talking about other things,#ye

—
were talking about things we were concerned about

-
i

other than just winning the localq.wwﬂiw winning
; o

theﬂ ,ﬁu,anExcuse mej Fhls is dragging terrlblymwmw
L‘ﬁ% winning the primary for the Senator, ’Then, the

third thing we did was to start lining up and getting

all the people who were VIP types into California

to dé the job that we could because McCarthy really

WaSe. « « o You know, that ;as McCarthy country. »Agéb

McCarthy was going to do very well and so the black

/ R-

people I was getting there, "Senator Z_LerO%( Johnson

5 3 <€
and John Lew1s\aﬁé tried to get Julian / Horace Julian
Bong/iand hig wife just refused to let him come out

to California. But we had enough people like that,
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we were sending them into synagogues, not into the
black community. Charles Evers was out there. ﬂﬂdfﬁ
we sent those guys in on Friday nights into synagogues,
.because those are where the McCarthy votes were ; Jhey
weren't in the b;éck community. We thought we had the
black community.iil'd get a lot on the texts that we
ﬁsed for radio spots when we had these problem’ ef” w: it
law and order spots. We pulled those off and we put

on decent spots and spots that really had some appeal
and were relevant to what it was all about in the black
community. fﬁad quite a bit to do with trying to square
away the whole problem of the Martin Luther King wire-
tapping issue. Had a lot. . o . And then just in
general playing fireman for any number of problems

that would come up. Steve Smith and Larry would just
call me up and say, yeu-kég;$ "Wéd%ot a problem of

a storéj?ront where McCarthy's got twenty volunteers
who are giving out materials all over the black com-
munity. Do you think we can do something to offset
it?" And we would. I won't get into the specifics

of how we'd offset that, but we could, because for the

most part his people would be white people who were
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doing itjand we could some way find a way to balance
that a bit ot turn it off,

GREENE: Were there still people in California who were objecting

oWy

to you doing things in your way, who were kind of

standing between you and what you wanted to do?

GRAVES: Oh yeah, Walter Sheridan was a part of thatmmailﬁhlmm:;>
that mailing operation. He was a part of that thing.
But Larry O'Brien came in and just said, "Okay, let's
~ Nt ! S

put together this thing in a way 4&%8 going to wing"
F o

&

L 4 /
and’ my operatio?! ;EJQT}ﬁe just said, "Don't bother

/
i

to téll Walter Sheridan anything about what you're

doing. Just go ahead and put it together,éfcause
you're doing it with me. I'm running this campaign.”

GREENE : Was anyone else like that?

GRAVES: Bruno was out in Calff;i;ié»Bruno didn't get directly
involved inég that part of it. Heﬂwasnit-ma,.i?\ﬁe
wasn't heavy enough to get into the thing of being
able to turn off what happened in the black community.
He knew at that point that he couldn't, you know,
screw around with what it was that I was doing, but

-~
hemwmwwm@mﬁé was always just a thorn in the side. ~Tf-o

I said,..youn. know,—E-went-in-a-sense s« e You-know; -



~235~-

S

-T~atways~hads=s" < If there was something that had
to be accomplished vis—a-vis Bruno, he always threw

a monkey wrench into the thing to kind of screw things

T
up. And there was no way of getting around. It wasn't
A

a matter that. « - « Ypu couldn't go to Larry O'Brien
and say, "Bruno's a pain in the ass." Scratch that

part.wbﬁ% by the time he did thatjnot only would it

e

have been Jjuvenile, but it wouldn't have accomplished
anything,b@cause I could have just waited the thing

ouuié;ﬁ it would have eventually worked itself out.

LEE

Thé“péUp&eWmiww&Eégheridan knew that I had another
operation g?ing on)and he was aware that I had other
guys in. ﬁﬁ&kSheridan finally got the message that
he really should have been coordinatingjand had to

through me

coordinate what it was he was doing because

) /
that was going to be really the effort oh the push on

election day. and not what was going to be happening
¥ 8 'ﬁ.g_ffj‘:‘a

through Murrayé;bE@aﬁﬁ% we had eighteen surrounding

e

communitiesq mmﬁ%# areas that you could identify in
&

A
Covlyet

Los Angeles County)ca%e&ed*by guys for the most part
out of New York city, black)and guys who I knew

could get it done.



GREENE:

GRAVES:

-236~

How much contact did you have with Unruh's people
in Los Angeles, Art Seltzer and guys like that?

Were they . . .

TRV 5eE0gN] o weed Yeah, they finally realized;thﬂﬁb

they knew that that mail operation was not going to
P

14
work the way it was supposed to. AEE?Stevejwhen he

got it all calmed down and squared away,,andeteméfy
said, "Just try not to aggravate them too much and

go ahead and do your thlng. And I just went in.

r""ﬁg gy f.. -
= s H

by o
Pitsiay flnally Art Seltzer and Steve Smith Whom=semym—e
A (s

@mﬁwg*Sm;LQﬁeastﬁuwyighﬁgw Wést T&tﬁer?” R&ght,f‘”

Sgt down and calmly accepted the fact that I had another
ae¥

operation gOLng éha as long as I didn' t williard
A

Murray all upset they were w1lllng to let it go the

\“‘»M-

way it was going, augg Larry O'Brien said, "I

assume that what it is you're talking about is winning.

A

ﬁﬂdwhemsaldﬂn-a.:; they said, ”Yeah;" nd he said,

=

Ddheyr
"Fine. Then wea need to have thlsﬁoperatlon. We 're

going to have it going on. Welre“Notgeing-to s . .-
We don't have to get anybody's feathers ruffled at

this point. Let Williard Murray keep doing his thing,

iy fcause it probably won't hurt. It's probably going to
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do well, but we're going to do this other thing."

And we went ahead and did it. So those guys. . . .
P |
¥eu-know,.afid then it reached the point that not only

did I come in and overcome the thing of them having
another operation and putting my thing together,

but it actually reached the point that Steve Smith— ™

-
-

i
weu%&memkkﬂmyﬂghmmﬁﬂx$‘#oth Steve Smithﬁqwould gall
me up and ask me to come down an% "Let's talk about

s & AN é;é ye'd go from talking about how we were going

o

to react to the Martin Luther King thing to how we

were going to react to another specific situation

that might have come up in the black community. So,

you know, in a very short period of time they got

the message that I was dealing with it at a different
Q§

level. And}of course I had a Williard Murray. Williard

Murray resented the fact that I was another black

rd
a . . ]
guy coming in, which I can understand, andj you know,
P
2 =

o

kﬁkﬁ I think he igs a technician of sorts. @he;ewaawwwwﬁi

He is a bright gu%)and he does some things that are

good things/ so I don't think it was all bad on his
aCcount either.

GREENE : What kind of problems did it present having Williard
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Murray from Yorty's office involved in the Kennedy
campaign when Yorty was such an antagonist towards
I never got any real feedback or flack that that was
such a huge problem. The SenatoEgPéenator Dymallj;”“
and those guys who made the big beef to the newspapers
about the fact that Kennedy was not dealing with the
right people, they didn't like Murray at all, but

. e ls
those guys were the pewer%i those were the professional
politicians. In terms of people within the organiza-
tion being upset about the fact that Williard Murray
was a Yorty guy, Williard Murray supposedly had taken
a leave of absence from the Yorty operation, had told

had

Yorty he was going to do it, a®d gone with Yorty's
A

o

blessings and he was there. "And when I got therel

.

I meagzit was a totally acceptabié thing that he was
doing what he had to doiwhether or not}in facg ik

was something which was-going to be relevant, meaning-
ful, and accomplish anything was something else again.
Those are two separate things we're talking about.

But whether or not there was a problem of his being

there, I don't think that was a huge problem at all.
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I Hhepinen 2
Did you deal with Steve Smith east directly or
/\ /

through Larry O'Brien? How helpful was Smith?

Well, I'd kind of. . . . I guess we did it kind of
through the back door with Steve Smith wes%fin

that he was supposedly responsible for all the moneys
that were going to be spent, SO when.%%éstarted getting
into spending five thousand here and ten thousand
there above what was originally budgeted then Larry

J

O'Brien had to call him up and say to him, “Loog}
we're going to have a little side operation going
on, you know, and I want you to pick it up and make

e happen.”ﬁﬁcause they were writing the checks and

.
paying the moneys and. you anW,x&EEaSteve Smith east

2
was there with him. #A&fd so there was no way of,

i - 2
gk
you know4 and the kind of moneys I was spending it was

unavoidablefbﬁé% they had to know that I was there
»

ot

B i ; o ; ¢
and to either #& like the idea or dislike 1t?®£m-you

=

know, gé shoot it down or let it liVe§and they just
j y

decided to live with it,bﬁcause 0'Brien spoke to%kem

and said, "Look:¥murg@tj y@u@kneﬁ; this is what we

got to do." f

Did you spend any time in northern California or
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mostly in the L.A. area?
No, I went up te San Francisco, but then you had.

I was up in San Francisco. I met with Assemblyman

1
Ay &

[Willie L., Jr.] Browq% the guy who publishes the

Oakland Post. I can't think of his name nowj /élack

guy . -And} you know, @gﬁﬂyjthw“qﬁifﬁ tock a look

at the situation with the Panthers out there in

4
Oakland and thes—s-<w-r=And* then the big college

v i
B 7l
up there€?§ Berkeley, isn't it? Yeah. Went over

to the campus and took a look at that and recognized
that we weren't going to get very much out of trying
to deal with the student union, black student union
at Berkeley, because that's where the real militants
By
are. Those guys out there they their game of mili-
P A
. e . &
tancy with a real--——<-:. with real vigors? you're
.-’
talking about a different thing when you're talking
about the black student union in Omaha, Nebraska,
ql

as opposed to out there. It turned out that Los
Angeles County was so hqufand the problems so greatj

that when I got back out to California for the final

push in California I recognized that I was not going
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Sent7“7“7;¥*l sent Gene Simpson down)who was a

press guy working with me in the campaign. I sent

to be able to be two places at oncgqand*lLdf/

him over to San Francisco to take a look at things.
/

But“I“evenmwasumefEx:& was even involved in things

like having black reporters brought in as Kennedy's

guests so that the black press could be covered,

because the black press supposedly could not afford

o
to have guys out on the West goas?gaﬁa Kennedy wanted

to have black guys covering what went on. And-T—
ai

~ g%
£

thoughte~—:% It was my judgment to get those
guys out there and I got it approved by Larry
O'Brien. "Let's get these guys out here, so they
can write about what's going on, so when we come

g0 8t

back East for the New York primary4 the sensitive

: . ‘ £
thing be1ng)1f the Amsterdam News coverg by a staff

gy 2
writer who we brought out that Kennedy's doing well
/N
and he's doing all these things in the black com-
munity, it's got to be a plus for us statewide

in the black community when-we-came back toT

when we come back to New York."
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GREENE: Did you find the situation in northern California
any different than in L.A.? Was it any

GRAVES : Yeah, I think it was much more organized than

GREENE: Oh, more organized?

GRAVES : Yeah. It didn't have all the problems and all the
nonsense going on. You know, there wasn't as many
names that were yet to be recognized and people
vet to be satisfied. They kind of got it together
rather quickly)and had it off and running)and didn't
have all of the thing of this guy being angry

because this guy wasn't in charge and somebody

else being angry about something else. They really

R
=~ 7

did have. . . . 855 i

They had Dymally
wanting to run all of Los Angeles County and

Yvonne Brathwaite and the other people wanting to

run Los Angelesﬁ the city of Los Angeles itself,

A
@
<and then workimng it out so that they let Assembly-

man Brown run ﬁ%% northern California as far as

San Francisco and the Bay area is concerned. NOW
i

another thing is you had. . . . I tried to stay on

top of the total thing, but then}again}you get into



~243-

the whole thing by this tim%jcoming back again to

guys like John Siegenthaler being in San Franciscq)

s

&nd wanting to run San Francisco themselveﬁ;an@
supposedly being the expert, the white expert, as
far as the black community in San Francisco is

concernedjand being the guy that was making it happen

there. It was just too much to envision trying to

run the whele thing myself. And-Te-—u. There
would have been no problem of my doing it, except
that I got there with only about seven days left
to go in the campaign. I got there having to put
out a dozen different fires in Los Angeles County.
There was just not enough time to go over to San
Francisco and start making it happen there. So I
did send Gene Simpson down to try and take a look
at what was going on¢and I did talk to John Siegen-
thaler, but for the most partwwj;wjgfﬁot for the
most part} lﬁverything I did, you know, physically
where I was}was in Los Angeles County.

GREENE : Did you find the black leaders that you were dealing

with in Los Angeles any different in terms of their



-244-

motivation than you'd found those in Indiana? Were
they also out to a large extent for themselves?

Was there more idealism and more thinking

about their own people?

GRAVES : No, I think it was much more obvious in Los Angeles.
You“sg‘Were dealing with a much more professional
breed of politician in the black community than you
were in other places. I mean, in Los Angeles those

guys were definitely. . . . They were more sophis-

=k
(2a

ticated. It wasn't a matter they were any different
A

than the white politician: ,fhey were looking out

J

for themselves. And that's whatkmyguyknow;w%hat$sﬁgy

F )

Q&hgg politics is all alout in terms of how it's
accomplished. I'm not saying I agree with that's
\iggwit should be all about, but that's where we
are.

GREENE: Did you ever get complaints on the fact that you

were black when you'd go into the black community.
I had heard, I can no longer even remember where,

that some black groups objected to a black person
i

because they felt he already knows our problems.
j -

o
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We want to speak to somebody who isn't yet familiar
. v
with them. Did you ever get that kind of complaint?

GRAVES ¢ Yeah, I got that, butbﬁyguwkneW$$%ﬁﬁ with the advent
of the black revolutionTwyeuwkﬂﬁw% probably being

two years old Tm@@ﬂ&diﬁat that time be@ﬁgm@W@myea@sg

«0ddy..l-mean=~I was able to ride that out by being

1
£
£

Y

£

able to say, "Look, if you want me to go back and

a
find Larry O'Brien so you can say you're talking to
A

o
somebody white--this is what I used to say to the

.
black groups—:I don't have any problem with that.

-
B

) o B (/ ; /:
I'll go back and get him,/" I-saidy-"But that's
s e & i ij //
a bit naive." <F~saidy "You know, and I¥think we

all have been pagEr—r—yepirbeanwovet~Ehair=g= =y
=
down that road and over that before and I thought

what we're interested in is something which is right
G
for us." I said, "I have enough clout to go back

and get a Larry O'Brien to sit right herejand if you
i

£
r

want me to produce the Senator, I'll do that, but

e
e

I don't think that's necessary-and I don't think

=1

this is that kind of grougf”ﬁ-lmsa

ig$ﬁﬁgut iE it

is, you know, or you've got a problem of dealing
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with me, fine, let me go back and get somebody
that's important,“”i“saiégjﬁzr that you think

is important in the white community for the Sena-
tor. You know, because what I'm concerned with

is winning the campaign for him, and if winning

it for him means that ff%ot to bring a white guy
in that you can talk to, since you feelhﬁgoumkn§§%
that you're dealing with the power structure, fine."
ﬁthere‘s no doubt in my mind that there's justifi-
cation for how they felt, because if they looked
around they say; "I don't see any black guys
getting off the airplane with the Senator." The
Senator had nobody other than Rafer Johnson/when
he was availabl%)traveling on the plane with him.
~And--Ehateeepmrgerro T wa8wonly.‘;-.i;‘They only put
Rafer Johnson on that plane)and started doing it
on a reqular basis, after I screamed and hollered

about the fact that he couldn't have an all white

campaign staff. I mean they didn't even have a
least 3 e\

stewardess. I mean,at/éheﬁﬂumphxgﬁiwwwmmw 64
¥ A

Humphrey went out and at least had a black stewardess.
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CﬁThey didn't have a black advance man traveling
with them, a black presg{f:zugw ell, I've said
this already, but I just want to emphasize so that
ix“gggﬁﬁw%wﬁfévl%'s somewhere historically written
that theqpeﬁsanmwmﬁwﬁwwmhé persons who should have
been aware and conscious of and wanting to make
it a really integrated situation as far as that
campaign was concerned and as far as the Senator's

image was concerned were completely oblivious of

the need for this. So there is some justification

e
s Foi

=

Fa%, . s ."Andwfffeelww.mi;%;From time to time when
I go into a situation, I go to talk to some compan%}
and they turn me over to the black guy to talk to,
I know that's not the guy that's got the clout,
because I know the image of that company)and I know
the policies of that companyjand it tells me that
that black guy is not heavy enough for what it is
that I'm talking about. So I can readily under-

stand when I walk in and I say, "I'm Kennedy's

guy," that people are going to have a problem with

that. In fact, I think that I was recognized in
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these primaries/by any number of circumstances
which brought it to bg}to be much more of a heavy—
weight than I personally thought I was, or thq% I
think the Senator recognized me to be in terms of
his picking up the phone, and saying, "Let's check
P
with Grawves about this," Leaﬁ%%‘l think we've already
said that when he had a problem in the black com-
munity he'd say, "Let's check with Burke Marshall
first,"t%cause that was his safe guy. But I think
that because of Kennedy's image and because of the

press job that they did, my image was blown much more

)

LT o™y ‘u
out of proportion d#o=what™itewaswwmw...swhat it was
s
[ T L)
& T

| X -
-ané what it really was. And as I look back on that

i

nowEI don't have any problem saying that)because I
think it has to be said as much as I'd like to be
able to say that I was the heaviest thing that ever
happened and in that Kennedy campaign thatwmyeuwknégég
Kennedy didn't move unless he checked with me when it
came to the black community. I think that if we're

going to be accurate so that somewhere in history it'll

be written that in 1968 when Robert Kennedyywho
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e

understood and had auapathy:%fﬁfi% sense of empathy
_that
for the black community, was running?because he was

so removed from it, we did not have this image that
everyone keeps sa%}ng we had. It was not there.
‘And, you know, aﬁé I think it's important you know

that, because as I see this country going, I think
+o

it's important woU know that becausevas~T=gee-this>
country-geing.-I-think+it's+important-to-know=that s
even then when we say or we make claims that we

had it all worked out and blacks and whites were

B e .
singing and happy together, it was nonsense. ZAnd™

Ait's important because I think that as this country

g

_r

polarizes in a black and a white situation that—

we're pointing towards a lot of unpleasant days

down the road across this countr%;and it may be
]

important. that in history @55% when somebody says,
VR
"Well, wﬁ%n Kennedy's thing, it was differenEj“ ffé

wasn't really any different. It was different as

far £ Kennedy himself was concerned, but in

terms of the people surrounding him it wasn't any

different at all.
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Did you have anything to do with [James] Jim

-_—
—

Brown's group, Manpowe;nand I can't remember the

second part of it#?iManpower and Development or
/

Py

é

something.

Yeah, there's a guy by the name of Booker Griffins
who ran Jim Brown's Operatio%,QQ;:EEEQi young

Jay Cooper, who was president of Black Law Students
Association for the country, working with Booker
Griffins. Booker was Jim Brown's executive director
for his Black Economic Development Union. That's
what it iSvaﬂwi; igs called. That's the name of the
operation out there. And they had things like .
"New Breed" was the name of his operation. "New
Breed" was the name of a manufacturing operation

he had and his total operation was called the

}
Black Economic Development Union out there. An

-~

basicall% what they did was send people out to rallies
e ¢

ol
and have Kennedy girla;ﬁnﬁ they were rally-type,
you know, crowd. . . . It was like, you know, they
were part of the sideiéhow. 4 mean, you know that's

¢
what it amounted to. .I.mean this is not an indictment
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of Jim Brown or his operation. Jim Brown probably

was off making a movie, making 100 Rifles in Mexico
B LT s
A
or wherever it was he was doing it K or Europe, wherever
) A i
o) o N
it was with ?ﬁ%bii? LUﬁAQv.J so he wasn't aware of what
/ : Cﬂ‘ :
was going on. Bdt their relevance to the campaign

was nothing more than how much they were involvede

i

& <
$n'whe@?er they,_y@umkm@wgwﬁhéﬁ had a Kennedy rally

% S T .
NAYEEAL 2 -
v VE

or something, where they were there or a Kennedy
. :

dance or something. A&And I mean if all. . . ¢ I could
have stayed up night and day and not have attended

all the cocktail parties, coffee klatchesjand other
kind of festive activity they had in the name of the
Senator and for the Senator that he attended and that
they asked me to come to, if I'd hagé Jjust 5ad the
time. But %t was much more important to organize that

o
campaignqé%ﬁ I don't remember leaving that hotel room

too often. When I went out of that hotel it was Jjust

o

to..get. e royour-KuNow; " just to see what the outside
world was like.

And mainly)when you were holed up in the hote%)you
were making phone calls and sending telegramse ES that

—_

o 508
the kind of thingﬁ‘m§y¢ o B E e
i
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GRAVES: Yeah. Right, right. Exactly. I spent all day and
night on the phone organizing ministers, organizing
this group, organizing that group, speaking to various
people trying to iron ouf probleéems, getting moneys
to the people who needed it, solving the problems of
C‘u* [\ Yy 4
ewtldning communities who thought they were kind of
removed from the campalgn\azﬁ by them, you know, getting
a personal call from me to say I was Kennedy's guy.

1 ; : , : ,

fiThere's where I think that we did a good job of build-
ing image. That's where I went from being a guy who
“*o

was just a staff assistant being Kennedy's guy on the
scene, which I think was helpful for him. =%néfin that
instance I did come out well in terms of being a heavy=—
weight, i% in fact that's what we're trying to project.
Whether or not, in fact, that was true is something
else again. It was)in fact jtrue as far as Larry O'Brien
is concerned. Had we gone all the way the route to
November I think that I probably would have had the
total responsibility for the entire country as far
as the black community is concerned. I think Larry
G Brlen was that satisfied with what had happened.

“Aﬁa'lt speaks for the fact that as soon as Kennedy. . .



GREENE :

GRAVES:

GREENE:

GRAVES:

GREENE :

GRAVES:

GREENE:

GRAVES:

GREENE:

GRAVES:

-253-

As soon as the Kennedy thing was over and everybody
had a chance to calm down again and Larry went off
to Humphrey, he was right on the phone to me and had
me doing it. I organized the get-out-the-vote effort
for Humphrey in the black community across the country
for O'Brieq;and that was in the last two weeks. So
it says something)anyway. I'm not sure exactly what
it says. And when you go and sit down and add all
of this up, Roberta, you';; probably¥¥;;20tten it.

A
Probably it wasn't nearly as importght you think it
is. But maybe it's importantjor should be important.
On this telephone canvassing action that you were doing,
were you working with Byron Martin?
Byron Martin or Baron Martin?
By. . . . Maybe I'm saying it wrong.

Baron Martin.

Baron Martin. Oh, I thought. . . . Byron.
&

B—A—R:ﬁEO—N. Baron Martin, out of Boston.

¢ 7
Baron Martin, right. Was he working for you on that?
E¥e o &

The hotels and doing the calling and all that.

Yeah, Baron was great. Yeah. Great. Great guy.
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Bright, sharp. You give him a job to do, it's done.
Baron 1is absolutely great. It's too bad you don't
have time at least to call Baron, you know.

Well, you know, I always make a note of anybody
that you suggest that you think would be helpful;

Jis®
and then when we get the opportunity to expand wejf

'%Quﬁknéﬁﬁ very possibly could include''something like

that. Z?interruptioﬁ7

ﬁwas so disenchanted when the campaign was over, al-
though I'd finally,-you-knew migé?probably cut myself
out a real notch in the thing by the good grace of
Larry O'Brien and my own ability to accomplish what

had to be accomplished. T was so dissatisfied in terms

of having to fight to do what I 'did in terms of the

ot 0
black community and have to live through all the non-
-
sense, that although I recognized that politics is a
/ oy

tough game and it takes a tough guy to play,I said

P

to myself that in the event that it happened again}(

- - LTS Sl
meaning 1972 that / Edward M./ Ted Kennedy would off

-
-

and runninqﬁ that I would have to take a real hard
|
look at whether I wanted to get into it/ unless I

had some definite understanding with whoever it was
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that was running that campaigqé-hopefully it would

o

-

have been Larry O']E:rier:j/,i that if L'm going to do it,

then I'm going to do it aéé when I say, "Get that qu
LT 4 2 ¥ guy

out, " that guy's got to be out, because if a white guy
said that about a black guy in a white community,

that guy would be on the next plane going somewhere
other than staying right there;aig;if he can make that
judgment as far as a white community is concerned, then
certainly a black guy who's going to have the respon-

sibility of the kind that I'm talking about has got

to be able to make that judgment as far as the black

.
community is concerne?,or what are we talking about*
-
Pl
“ea@se" I know you're not going to give me that kind of

g
responsbility in the white community;and/you're not

going to give it to me in the black, then what are

-

we talking about.
All right. How much complaining did you hear

among the other people on the campaign about overlapping
responsibilities? Did you ever hear of people beefing

because they were told to do something and when they

doing T
got there to do it they found five other guys® <J
A

No. I think the one thing I found out a long time before
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that campaign ever got started was that the Kennedy
way of doing things is to let six people do it and

of
let each one/them think that they're doing it, you

>

know, and they're solely responsible. Okay. ' The
only problem was in the black communitymiéﬁthere

was only a certain. . . . You know, the market is

a limited market,&ﬁé~%ﬁgh you pick out who it is
that runs the markeE;and t;ére's only so many guys
can go talk to him, and soitherefore}it wasn't a
matter that you could. . . . ¥ou~know} you couldn'
have Sheridan coming and talking to Dyﬁ;lly in the
morning and Gravesg coming and talking to him at
lunch and Manfrﬁga é%%%tein coming talking to him in
the afterncon. It's got to be likivgho's going to
do the talking?‘;therwise you just blow the whole
thing out of order. One guy's promising the guy
five thousand dollars, the next guy's promising

him no dollars and the next guy's telling him he's
got carte blanche. Well, you've got to get a bit more
organized. So}that's the difference. And so you

had to know who you were talking to.

ALl Fights Now/when you were doing all this telephoning
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and you said you were dealing with ministers and

on this level, community organizers, did you make

the judgments yourself as far as who would get money,

how it would be used, how much it would be? Were

these all your judgments}or in each case did you make

a vague promise which had to be confirmed elsewhere?
GRAVES: No. Once I worked out what I thought was an acceptable

budget. . . . Well, let's go back to the black offi-

cials that called the press conference JEetPriOfa— ot

and
right -at the snd of thelr Oregon prlmary said that

Kennedy was not dealing with the black community.

“'When they brought their budget to me I worked out what
i thought was realistic}based on what they were asking

forw took out the soft lelarsgor limited the soft

,-:?

(Tbllars, left the hard dollars. %%3_531 paid the hard

=
P L -

dollar i’jfh at's what it waséand left the soft dollars)

f‘)’
2978 the hard dollars being like phones_ I paid for them,

7 "

i qars@ﬁf 11 get you the cars.”™ Okayf “%ou need printing

-

s?
materials, tell me what has to be printed, bring me

i

the materialsgand I'll have it printed for you." Took

a lot of the initiative away from them, y@u know% but

‘w‘?
et £

it also saved us a lot of dellars. *ﬁ%& I made those
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t

judgments. I went to Larry O'Brien@ygavewitﬁtofmwwwfxg
Usually I gave it to Ira Kapenstein; he gave it to
Larry O'Brien, Larry O'Brien said, "Fine, tell Steve
this is what's going to happen," and it was done.

gAs far as the other budgets were concernedkfor the
most partfl just set them up and said, fThis is what
I think we have to do,” and we did it. Hell, I mean,
I spent twelve hundred dollars in the whole thing in
Nebraska, I spent twelve hundred dollars. 5o, I mean
you know)when you talk about%iéﬁgeaﬂwmégé ge won a
whole community with twelve hundred dollars. Larry
O'Brien assumed that I was going to spend twenty
thousand dollars. Told me thatgtjfhought I'd spend
twenty thousandjminimum. I spent twelve hundred. So
when you come with that.kind of credentials he doesn't

t
bother to quibble about, you know.

- 9

E&ﬂfyﬁﬁ‘havewmewéz Were you involved at all in those
meetings that Robert Kennedy had with the black
leaders? I understand there was one that was criti-
ciged « «

No, I wasn't there at that one. Yeah, I know about

that one. But that was typical of the Kennedy kind
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>

S,
of pperation. u&ﬂd‘ghey weren't treated that way

e
-

+

because they were blackJ ’feOple were just treated
like that in a KQPnedy operation. They'd try to
5

squeezeﬁﬁyﬂmnkﬁ®é§ a thirty-hour day into eighteen
hours&a;%‘éomebody's got to get their feelings hurt
and that was a real mistake. It was a very poor
judgment, lacking in judgment completely to have a
group like that together. Those are super names.

To have a group like that sitting around for breakfast,

waiting an hour)and then come down and spend fifteen

P 4

minutes and ge£ up and walk out is not the answer,

> Roe

*beégﬁﬁgfihose guys are too sensitivgiandbwyoumkﬂgwwmawa
what hap;ened is exactly what you would expect to happen.
They got annoyed;and they went outiand they called a
press conference about it. He's iucky he came out as
easy as he did.

You weren't present at the next meeting then to kind

of console them?

Yeah, I was. I helped put that meeting together. We
had that meeting in the Ambassador Hotel and we brought

them all together. We brought guys like as far to the

left as Ron Karenga into that meeting. Brought in the
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guy who was head of the Coalition, the Black Coali-

s
) +
tion out there in Los Angeles County. E@rget his
A

name now, I have it written down in my notes. I
-

Just can't think of it. And then, of coursejSenator
£

Dymally came; Senator Dymally's fiance} Bill Greene.

I guess,in the room!about thirty pe0pleﬁ’iﬁilitants T
7

dashﬁikis and the sunglasse%}and the.,.you.know, movie

star types,and the whole thing when Kennedy came in.

i

wy

= _And ﬁalter Sheridan, of course, came to that meeting,
was again trying to push himself as being the guy

who really understood what it was all about)after T had
put this meeting together. @Aﬁé he still wanted to
brief Kennedy on the side;a%@’then I remember that
meeting, we had the meeting and they said, "We don't
have any problem." Kennedy got up to leave)and he
turnedfand he said, "I'm going to have Mr. Sheri. . . ."
and then he realized what he was saying, because

they had just got through complaining about the fact

they didn't like the way it was going?aﬁg he said,
) -

"Well, Mr. Graves m.youf s will be in touch with
you, and Mr. Sheridan will be working with him." But

had Kennedy done what he was normally used to doing or
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saying he would definitely have said, "I'm going to
have Walter Sheridan work with you."” And that would

have like had them off doing cartwheels right out of
q2 .
" : T
that hotel suite all over again. So, I mean, that's

the kind of thing you were dealing with. I mean,

Sheridan should not have been there. It should not
even have been on his mind that Sheridan was going

to do it; because Sheridan. . . « I mean, you tell

me about Sheria%“. . Z_Interruptiog7

What about this meeting that we were talking about

with the black, more or less, militants in the hotel?

iy

Who came back, you mean, after the dissatisfaction,ﬂwwwdﬁ
Yeah, right, after the first meeting. How satisfied
were they after th%next one?

Kennedy said, "I agree with you that Iive_got.to,.youw

.

§

knews~ I've got to make time and I've got to do whaEfs
gﬂ"j v
rightgandTWyouwkn@wwuanﬁbwhat havie~ I have to do?" 1In

fact,§DUMEﬁﬁﬂirs you had a big rally being hosted by

such names--this was in the Ambassador Hotel--being’
!'!‘ i )

=

hmatedmbymsughmnamGEAaézzit was thelast big indoor
thing he was going to have}or last big rally he was

going to have like a cocktail party——beingwhoﬁtédﬁbyﬁh
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r"}\. i ?E

Shirley MacLainep Shelley Winters,and-he—said=-I-'m-

N
&

e@@@yzéhe said he was only going to sit. . . . Well,
we agreed that this meeting was going to last about

fifteen or twenty minutes and Sheridan was telling

\ &
2 I

thert, "well, vou know, do it for fifteen or twenty min-
N guun "

Y v
e Pl V&
B ¢

utes,*and I'll try and do it." And I just pulled W

/

aside and said, "Look, there's a couple things wrong

with this. One is that Sheridan's telling you what
he's going to try and do;and the second is you can't
do it for fifteen or twenty minutesi%ﬁcause that's why

you“%ot to have this meetlng;icause you're trying to

{ 0
B
do it for fifteen or twenty minutes."” So he went

e you know,
in_end they gave him hell abou}/the time that he walked

P

out on them and all that}and he said, "Well, okay,

= ":ﬁ 9
I'm here now. I'm willing to sit.”™ He-said,"And

if I've got to sit here. . « " He said, "Realistically:

L
I've got five thousand people waiting downstairs, ""he 8Tidm

o o

e v

Myt if it's important enough, I'll sit.” ﬁﬁﬁﬁge sat
noong p =

T R Ty P e
there for “Eiftech minutes andymy@uwknowmmanékhey went

through the whole thing?and he said, "Okay,"MHEWgaiéyf

‘"f:,, gr' i )
“the problems we have,™=he<said;,-'You-know? we're going

to try and get them resolved." And I told you the part
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about Graves and Sheridan and clearing “thedd Wi Fuiti:
> L 3

M

zAﬁEEEhen he said, "I'll meet with you again. You

tell me the&ime where and I'll come the day after

£

election, wherever it is that I have to come the
day after the California primary.h*“ﬂé”saidiﬁﬁl was

supposed to go with my family, but I'll come to you."
o : 1 : i o
He said, "Mr. Graves will set that meeting up,

J . f:';‘} L w‘ = gl -
He-=said,/ "And I'll come and meet with you.™ _.And-he~

&
satd,»"I'll come back from Malibu or wherever it has
-

. el ]
to be and I'll come meet with you." Hemsarﬂmmig'm

going to be up at Malibu. 1I'll come down to wherever

&

you pick for the meeting anqrwe‘ll have it." He-said:

“And I want to do it." »An&ige committed himself to
that and I went off to start talking to the guys,

y@MWkﬁﬁwé along with getting going towards the primary

-

day, I said, "Wwhy don't you go and get that set up and

i

get back to me, feed me back information on thati" ﬁﬂﬁ;

CZH'the afternoon before primary day Burke Marshall called
- )
mer and said, "You know, Kennedyscommitted himself to
that meeting with the black leaders tomorrow and he's

awfully tired. He's absolutely exhausted. You-knows

it would be great if he could go off with the family

e
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# b o
and not have to come down to that.” -He"said,” "Is
we H
there any way hre can get out of it?" I said, "You

can get out of anything you want to. The question
t /

5

and Burke Marshall said, "Well, yeah, T think but if

‘i’\we-rt\f» Sov him te
A\ SOme Way We~can ggt out of it, we ought to try and

U

i
get out of it." ©Now that's what I mean, that's a perfect

example what I mean of how instead of the call coming

5

down and saying, "The Senator asked me to. . . fﬁ'
_jou know, or from Fred Dutton or somebody who was

out on the road with him, instead of the call coming

—_—
—

down and saying, "Graves, the Senator said to see if
of i
he couldn't get out of that meetingaog call him about
J5 £
.-1 i
it," it came vis-a-vis Burke Marshall, wherever the

hell he was, to me to say he. . . . Now}it recognized
that I was the one who was closest to it, so it would
have to come to me, but it came through Burke Marshall

%haﬁf

L
to me;aghii just seemed to me something like that;was
N I gave o
that sensitive, by the time/it*™ back to him the problems
of why I thought he shouldn't have cancelled it out,

maybe I should have said it in the first instance,

because it would have meant more if I'd have said to
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him. Okay, but that never happened. Didn't happen

like that.
GREENE : So, did you agree to cancel it? Was that the way

it L - -

>
GRAVES: No, I think T went back to the Senator and I said/
.«"f
“¥sugké%w——the next evening, which was primary evening,
the night he was shot--"~~F-gsaidp "Burke talked to

N e
me about trying to cancel that meeting yongot with

L
=

the black leaders for tomorrow.“““%%sa&@,ﬁﬁind we

can get out of it.“wﬂ{nsaid,fwiﬂjust. B % s beeaﬂse4ii
by that point I was ready to get out of California.

I was Jjust as happy to come back two weeks later and

do it, which I would have. I said, "We can get out

but E
of it}““”i%saidvfml Just don't know if it's the best

thing to get out of it." And by that time I was even
amenable to the idea of getting. . . . I was tiredf
&
/ﬁénfbto get back to New York. I said, "I'm amenable

to the idea of you trying to get out of it; I just

Jiny e
)

don't if that's what you want to do." -And—Kennedy
g

said, "No, I'm going to go to that meeting." He

aheat
said, '"Whatever time you set it up. You just goqand

put it together and we're going to have that meeting
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tomorrow and I'll go." He said, "I'll come down
e

from Malibu&“wamdgbﬁmég;d¢fj3ust don't make it at

e

9 o'clock in the morning, se-that I'll come down
;55 PP

and be domdé there by 11 o'clock or whatever it's
M%

got to be. He-sgaid,~"You set up the meeting and

I'1ll be there.” And that was the night that he

was shot that he said that to me. So I think it's
-

o

rather poignant thatwwyaumkﬁaga he wanted to do it.

GREENE : Well, do you get the impression, then, that maybe
Burke Marshall was acting on his own, using his
own Jjudgment? Maybe it didn't come from Robert
Kennedy?

GRAVES: There's a good possibility of that. 1I'll never
know that, but there's a good possibility that's the
case.

GREENE: Did he seem surprised that you thought he might want
to cancel?

GRAVES : I was surpriseq§%nd when you make this reference to
the fact that maybe it was a Burke Marshall judgment,
I was surprised that he so readily said, "No, I'm
going to do that meetinqg}that, you,knqﬁgxl said

I was going to do it." That he so. . . . “You-know,it
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fj&stuﬁﬁ¢“u£a1t hit me then, that evening, although

it's all muddled now with him being shot and every-

thing and killed, -that—how-he.responded, but it hit

me when he said that that he really never had given. .

It hit me that he was surprised that I said that

to him. In other words, likejﬁhere did you get that
= e

from?ﬁ That was the kind of thing. Bﬁ%xhe didn't

compromise Marshall by saying that was something he

did on his own ,Eht I definitely had the impression

that he never had any, you knOW{wik._iﬁor if he had

considered it or contemplated it, he had only considered

1 for five minutes and then cancelled it out of his mind.

What further‘?&Jaa\=J;ﬂ_with those black leaders
\ you or
that were at the meeting,/Baron Martin or anyone?
Well, you know, we agreed that everything was going
o
Efs » & w %%ww%mmﬁ? we were going to leave everything

L=

at a status quo kind of thing and go out and win the

primary, as all good Democrats and people who wanted
< s

a. better countrytuaé% then we were going to come back

and continue establishing an ongoing rapport right

after.

Did you get any feeling--particularly I had in mind
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the Watts tour, the tour through Watts g I'm not

sure of the exact date--béi did you have any feeling
that that was poocrly advanced and too rushed, that
they should have stopped along the way? I had heard
complaints along that line?tf

Are you speaking of the last Watts tour?

Yeah.

I knew about that, but I had a feeling then that wo:t%
the advance guys who were in that and the big thing

T
about that being that was like an eighteen~hour

A e
trip or some nonsense like that. I forget; jt was
a long day. ~Anéﬁghey were Jjust going to go all the
way through Los Angeles CounEEy. Had I gotten into

that, I only would have gotten into the part that

dealt with the black community@%hé% he had like half

-

oo wn CX
a dozen football players and six guys who were—to~-

sing songs riding with himiand I didn't know what
dimension I was going to add to it by showing up
there}other than to say I was there; so I never really
Gy .
went to that thing. I had a couple guys that just

went down to see what was going on. They said it was

a circus. They said he roared through there&@ggglﬁﬁﬁmw
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with the car open, just waving, you knOﬁf}ik@? and
the people throwing flowers like;t was Caesar or
somethingéaﬁg‘l don't think Kennedy really intended
for it to be like that, but I mean}that's the way
it came out. And-it-lg-Just-got-toe—wriscaYOU-KAOW oS
.ithJWi;ﬁ&The whole thing, as you look at it, was just
1

like a big holiday kind of thing. You kno$ we 're

bringing out athletes. fﬂiz;k who all my friends

s
&%

are." You know, athletes and singers. And it wasn't

Kennedy who was doing this eitherj /This is the other

thing you've got to understand. Kennedy did not see

Rafer Johnson as an athletei /ﬁe saw him as a friend.

But the other people saw him aﬁﬁé super-human being.
Q1

You know, he wasn't just. . . . I mean, segjthe thing

é o A
is that even though this is my community, I live

here, these people in this community, do not just see
s _—
me as a person. Yeuknowy=theyt-=r<gwt T mean as signi-—
ficant or insignificant as my role was at working with
Kennedy, Ewééﬁﬁ I'm not going to latch on to Ted
Sorensen in their minds, because this is how they
justify for themselves that they have a black guy

in the community. “¥@ﬁwkn@$$ the fact that I probably
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am as qualified or more qualified than any of them

to be here; whether or not I worked for?ﬁnnedy or

ouln
not is irrelevant. What they se%/in their mind% as
A

justifying is that here is this super—-guy who lives
in our community. Y@#“knowTwT“meaﬁgwEhe newspapers
picked it up ;igﬁeQQQ;% up here, T~me&n7—yeﬁwkn®wr:¢
@EFeSS} .w“ﬂ;:reporters coming to the house, you know,
;ntil finally I said, "Look, I just want to live

here. YUU“%%E%? Let's stop the nonsense." ;;E§§ make
that point to come back to in termsof the white guys
who advance and plan these thingsy%ﬁgtvyhey didn't
bring these guys in in terms of guys who really were
adding a dimension to the campaign. They brought them
in as guys who were good identification for Kennedy.
%@umkn@w;_%n other words, had it been up to Graves,
I'd have had riding with him Dgétgg James Dumpson,

one of the foremost guys in %%é welfare legislation

in the country. All right, that would have been the

—

kind of thing. <Lf.somebodye....= They'd have had
to say, "Who is that guy?” g&t the reporters would
have written that Kennedy had Dumpson riding with

<
him who was a bright guy -a@fée—=--—d in welfare legislation
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going with him, because that's what's important.
— G

éiiﬁumﬁPin the final analysis, when it all boils

e

down and distillates, if I have to go back and

identify now who it was that Kennedy had working
L
(S8

with him, I was going to try and identify that with
’~

the militants, I'd say. . . . What am I going
— _ %%US\Q. P
to saxﬂz_é Roosevelt/ Regsde~Grier/ strums on a guitar?

Rafer Johnson who runs track? What do I sell to

—

them that sald right now if I had to go back and
deal with the militants in terms of identifying the
Kennedy thingK‘;hat heféidqmy@umknég? Kennedy really
had a sense of what was going on.? %Le mystique,” ™

#

&
Epemmrmnn

you know;aﬂﬁfl haven't ?iii.this in five interviewg;
i B

I haven't said thish‘éTBe mystigque of all of the
gualities that made Robert Kennedy the hero to the
black community that he is today is greatly and grossly
overdone and overstated in terms of what it was we were

doing in 1968 as far as our total effort in the cam-
paign was concerned)and likewise in the black communitzi
and what it was that the people who surrounded him were

all about in terms of where they were and how they

felt. I mean outrageously out of proportion to what it
)
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. 4
was . Andhmﬁzﬁ@ﬂﬁﬁ just the fact that the only person%
yvou've talked to is myself).«wwmﬁ Rafer Johnsog and
Rgé;ie Grier says it. I meanjit's just that simple.
Tell me even a minister that you went and spoke to
who's a leader.
Well, of course, as I explained to you . .

Yeah. Okay. I agree. I agree. Right. Okay. I

b

agree. BuUL  Trecwe = But yvou know. . . o

« « « You know, but you can complain that there is

no one on a high enough level, not in guantity, but
in terms of the authority.

And T do. I do. When you tell me that what was most
important to you was that you won in the black com-
munity, then I definitely argue about it.

What's your last two questions?
Okay. Did you have any contacts with the Viva Kennedy
movement of Mexican-Americans?

No, I was kind of. . . . I meanjl knew it was going
on, but %MWH€Wmmmﬂwj;ﬁ%ere was too much going on in
the area I was concerned with to get into it.

Okay. What did you do on primary day? That's always

interesting.
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Well, first of all, I had eighteen guy. « . « As I

said before, we had eighteen different communities

covered, each of them covered by atmmME;xmone of

our guys. This is on top of thewth$£§$ this mailing
bit they had going on, this mailing volunteer opera-
tion. And we had the operation operating for the most

part out of the Sheraton-Wilshire Hotel, which is

g

ab@utwaﬂha&fﬁbi@ek&mﬂwéih directly across the street
akoud

and akove a half block up from the Ambassador Hotel,

We—hada—s—eu-Well,. we--had.-. ..“‘ What we had was

in each one of those eighteen communities we had a

duplication of what we did in thes il Oregon.

-
No,ﬂtake that back}\;in Nebraskéj Nebraska had one

Wy N
black area. So what I did as an individualfﬁ%e*people

working under me in Nebraska, we/in fact)did in the
eighteen communities surrounding Los Angeles County.

We duplicated that eighteen times over. Amd—then~

wes—g= Of course, we did it ,and it was a matter

/

of delegating responsibility, whereas I did it in
one community, I had eighteen different people doing
it in others.

on
Did you have any shortage of volunteers/primary day
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“ag.that time?

No.

No. Because I understand there was in other parts of

Los Angeles.

No.

Well, can you remember the last time you saw Robert

Kenned% or the last time you spoke with him?

Uh huh. The last time I saw him was when. . . .

And the reason I wasn't at Kennedy's side--this

is for the record, should be on tape somewhere,

should be saidggfhe last time I saw Kennedy alive
we

was when/were walking to the elevators to get ready

to go downstairs to the ballroom in the Ambassador

Hotel. I was in his suite. My wife was there with

T

me. #And as we were going down the hall, by this time
we thought we were going to win and we waited,em@5

of coursejPierre Salinger had come upstairs and let

T e

me know. . . . If any night I was“probably-o"0"
received all kinds of accolades, it was that night,
because it was the black community that won it for
Kennedy in California. Aﬁ%*Frank Mankiewicz just

couldn't say enough. Kennedy was happy and told me
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I did a hell of a jobéaﬁé{ you know, all the slaps

-

on the back that I could get ssheh I got that night
)

and at that time. -;;h I was upstairs with my

wife, Barbara, and any number of people, all the people

i
L

you've named whoawe@ew—%wwﬁiucould get iﬁmﬂwuméwgggi
i

up to where the action was upstairs in the suite. Arra

he got together with his entourage to go downstairse

and just as I'd done it in Nebraska and Oregon, of

being right at his side, so that one. . . . We under-

stood by that time the necessity for the things that

he had to have. He had said it. Somebody else had

said it that was close to him. "Please be there,

because, one, we want the world to know that he's got

>
somebody black working foﬁhiﬁ;and/}Zwo, you-~knows he

i
st

i
knows you and he knows that..you.knowp you can help

-
-

get him through the crow%! whatever the case i§4 you

know, advance the thing or make a judgment if there's
& N
a prcblem. Why don't you be there?" :AEE_Ehat night
when it was time to go down I said, "Well, let me getrfygg
into my usual role of going down to push and shove and

to be there." We started down and there was Grier,

six foot, ninety-five inches, you knowigl'm clowning
&
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nogggzut there was RgﬁZ;e Grier, you know, available.

There was Rafer Johnson available. So that gave us
all the color we neededin terms of people who were

going to surround him and it gave him. . . . You know,

-

he just didn't need it. +And I looked, you know, anc
there's everybody pushing and shoving to get on one

~elevator or the two elevators we had ther?)and s

/ -?\,('//
said, "What the hell, you know, who need(g it that
nlght I:E?anT‘you krmow; ™ I“justfﬂ‘wm*“ There was

s,

just no need for me to go downstairs Jjust to be

standing thef e and just be another face in the crowd
A

or be helping to advance his getting an elevator.

i mean}it got to the point that everybody just wanted

g:..‘-‘” . W\ . I
to be thEIEyMYQUHKHQWW and just wear the white hat

at that time agg——as Ethel would say, us;ngthat whlte

hat termlnology agg I just turned around and said,
you%knowﬁ -

"Well,/I'm going to go baCk;a;@ I think I said it to

Ethel. I said, "You know, I'm g01ng to go back and

I'1l1l watch it on television.™” -é;% he turned around.

The last thing I said to him was that. . . . The last

thing he said to me was, "You did a hell of a job
ﬁ'kj N
here@aéabthese guys that you had here in California

-
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are fantasticﬁﬁiglyouyzot to bring these same guys
to New York.“.dakgl remember looking at him and
smiling and saying, "These guys are from New York."
And we just both laughed. And that was kind of
2. « « « I guess that was probably the last conversation
S
we had while he was alive.iixﬁﬂiiye last thing-g3
maybe I said probably was to Ethel that I wasn't going
to go dowq;aﬁ% I went back into the room and that
was the last time I saw him alive. It wasn't the last
time I saw him alive, the last time he would have
recognized me while he was still conscious.
Is there anything else on the campaign that you want
pPut on tape?
If I think of anything else I want to say about the
campaingd} guess you're going to give me the option

of calling and just dictating something to you over

gy

the phone:

Oh yeah, and I'll come back . . .

And you're going to come back. Yeah. Yeah, why don't
-~

§ I dan'ts « » - I thikk you 'vs

we Jjust leave it open
done a rather good job of hitting on the points that

were important and pulling out the things that had to
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be said and not the nonsense about how many fliers
were given out in the particular community. That's
garbagey. But stuff that really was relevanf.J X
think that's what we hit on, which are the things
which I think have to come out. So I think you've

done those.



