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Fifth Oral History Interview
with
EARL GRAVES

October 23, 1969
New York, New York

By Roberta Greene

: B 5, . T Prmeeay
s P s A = - PRV

GREENE: Why don't you begin with explaining how you got

to the Senate Q%fice and how you ended up with

the duties that you aid: 1 guess that actually

ETT' i AN i b
goes back to how you met the Senatcr, because
/\‘

we 've never discussgsed that on a tape.

A

s
GRAVES : Right. $-guesd in actually getting the job in

the Senate 0ffice, I guess, full measure must

gt
| I A T

L vesas

be given tgﬁTom Johnston who was the one that

!

actually said to Senator Kennedy at some point
in mid-1966 or the early part of 1966, "We should

hire Earl Graves and actually make him an employee

and put him on the staff.” 2nd® Tom told me this

was a conversation he ha@)and basically the Senator

1

.
said the same thing. And.the—conVu—w--=~d It was not
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it
only just a conversation that we should hire Earl

1
Graves, but the conversation was that no Senator

in the United States actually has a black staff

. o o .
assistant, aneéd you would be satisfying many things
by bringing Earl Graves on, not hiring him as a

black person, but hiring him as an assistant who

T wWenld Tafa Uty j 2
happens to be black. So tﬁaﬁﬁamékoneqmﬂnvu;;h1
i\;\b-ﬂ\"‘i:,;“.l i“"é
the first-place.we-ecould give full crdit to Tom
A A

Johnston for initiating this effort which once

— —

it was presented to him and might have been in the

L1 5
K T
i i

Senator's mind in any eventq he brought fruition by
the Senator asking me himself personally to come on

the staff in June of 1966 in his apartment at

. Plaze.
-81@*@nitedWNationspwvwwii 849 United Nations ®Brive,

Q)

axeu&emmgg I first met Senator Kennedy or had some-
thing to do with him in his campaign of 1964. I

was working in the. . . . Well, I wasn't workinq;

I was volunteering my time for the Democratic State

Committee in the/Pre51dent1al campalgn 1n 1964 when

r. Tt "
Lavien S ; .\ LV e
= : .

?‘r

Pres1dent Johnson and Vice- Pr951dent Humphrey
TAN

were runningmaﬁé\at the same time the Senatorial

campaign of Senator Kennedy was going on. The



only time that the two actually crossed paths is
when the major candidates, the national candidatesX‘"
either th%President or the Vice PresidenEIZame

A
together. Other than thag Senator Kennedy ran his
own campaign, had his éwn advance men, his own
staff and depended on no one within the state-wide
organization. As a matter of fact, they operated
a completely autonomous thingjin that they revolved
out of the. . . . Oh, what's éhe hotel?

GREENE: Carlyle.

GRAVES: Carlyle Hotel “4s their main headquarters and the
Democratic State Committee was operating out of the
Statler-Hilton Hotel. During that Qgriod.of time

&

I met the Senator once or twiceﬁﬁMr I should back

Y +
Soap TTmas

up andgéaid I also had met him, I believe, oncejor

had some communication with hiﬁ}when I was working

<
as a federal narcotics agent back in 1960, but had

never seen him or talked to him again since that
o
time and I'm sure he would not have remembered me

-~
in any event. In 1964 we judt really just met about

W e
three or four times and just shook hands. It was
A

one of those things. He met me at a rally; he recognized
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o
me again; he shook hands again. To actually think

‘n"
that he remenbered my name at that point in e@hjunc-

ture, 1964é'meaning during the period of the campaign

that he was runningﬂ I would think not. It was rather

hectic for him, the idea of campaigning in his own

-

right for elective office was new to hi@jaﬂd the
whole issue of carpetbaggingjand the whole trauma
of his running for the Senate I think so preoccupied
him that I'm sure Earl Graves, just for the sake of
Earl Graves, was not particularly significant or in

his mind in any way, other than the fact he might

R,

have recoghized my face. In December 0f-lOae—m—?
/
3§ight after the Senator won. . . . Let's see how

N 4 , . - .
did it happen. Why don't we Jjust . . . / Interruption/
;4}In 1965-~it's ironic nowp we come back almost 360
- /

e

degrees, come the full turn on the clock-=—because in

1965 Abraham Beame was running for mayor of New York
o
and Senator Kennedy was supporting him, beecauf& Beame

was the Democratic candidate having won in a very

)

close primary in New York city where Paul Screvane

\ g
had rén and there were two or three other candidates
3 i
J

who had run against each other. Congressman



o

ok

% “2B I

_ _ Wi Eh
/ William F./ Ryan had run and what it ended up was

A
that where they thoughkScrevane was going to win,
he did not. Abraham Beame won and the Senator supported
4

him. "In the Beame campaign, the Democratic State
Committee again asked me to come in and assist in
advance work and in going around with the c¢andidate,
meaning Controller Beame. At the same time that
Controller Beame was runninglyou had Frank O'Connor
and Mario Procaccino running on the same ticket;
O'Connor for the City Counciljﬁresidency and Mario

i |
Procaccino for the Controller.

in addition to going around with Beame and doing advance

=

work, the Senator paid me the great compliment of asking
me to go around with Mario Procaccino, which is gquite

an education in itself. -Am8 now that I see@im running

o
e

for mayor, I can really reflect on all the fine days
that I spent with the his honor the controller, who

did ultimately win. It's ironic now that four years
Jdohr Liiadsay us

later 4§ fighting for his life as mayor of New York.
4 /

Mario Procaccino, who won for Controller on the Democratic

ticket is running against him for mayo%;and Abraham

Beame who lost for mayor is now running again for the
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same office which he had at the time he ran for

e
i

mayord'éontroller. "In '65 I spent about almost
one full month working for the Democratic State
Committee as a volunteer, almost full time,

having left my real estate business and just taken

a?

some time off to do it. Beame lost aswwe=..oy

J .
o
which is a part of history now, obviously. And I

got to meet the Senator several times during that
Beame campaign where he actually was campaigning

for Beam%/and I would be at a rally or a coffee
R,

stop or somewhere where I either helped set it up
A

or was participating in doing the advance work prior

to the Senator getting there. And-earlye—me—a—"

v

The-latter part——eéxcuse me==0f December; 19 7"

The latter part of 1965, in early Decemberff1965,
right after Beame lost, Senator Kennedy's office

called me and asked me would I come over and join

dl
e
in some discussions regarding having CGhristmas—s—a—i
the Christmas parties that he had given the year
before. He had given Christmas parties in the five;kafﬂ}

well, in three of the poverty areas of the city, that

being Manhattan, Queens. . . . In fact, he had given
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them in ég% four of the five boroughs the year before

&

and wanted to do it again that year. -And there were

&

things that had been operated rather smoothlx and

there were things that had not. And” the £¢vema£ea&h%;:;;;

-

four areas they had picked were Manhattan, the Bronx,

o

Queens}and Brooklyn, being Bedford-Stuyvesant. And”

in Manhattan there were two locations, both poverty

=

areas)and in Queens there was one in South Jamaica.

; 7T ey
af::_ ‘f—i ‘(".q TR i
And in the Bronx there was the east Bronx. <&nd™

. 3 . . Il 1 gikits
going to an organizational meeting at—the--Senatords™

s

offiee™6r in the Senator's office on Forty-£fifth

Street in Manhattan, jﬁe had some discussion regarding
)

e

who was going to do what for the wvarious parties.aﬁﬁ
hearing that the party that they were talking about

for Brooklyn was going to be in Bedford-Stuyvesant

and actually =W only around the corner from my
house} t just seemed the logical thing to do rather
than to take on some logistical support position within

<

the planning. A T agreed to run the parties that
were going to be held in Brooklyn. Ané_%t turned out

of the four parties, four sites for parties that year

that were held, the party that was the best organized
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and the best run waaunwnfﬁg just happened to be the

o

T
one that I ran}for any number of reasons. There—

w=w @ne party there was a demonstration§
N

‘ﬁhother party was a fight with some of thekids. The

e

WELE 0.

other party, the Senator arrived there very late or

very early/and it wasn't well organized. -When they
/ lt”“
got to Brooklyn, everything just seemed to work fT&e
2 Ddaegquel D]

égﬁ Jackie Kennedy had come to the party in Brooklyn}
A Efd\;\%”%\ H\P_"\ f"-«a\lhf
and Ethel had come, and the kids had come. It seemed

'”'l“ n?ﬂ
like hundreds of kids, but I don't there was more than

LN o v, T i
o 1 3 et T :\‘

.

wedwaan 7

about ten kids ef%ﬁgf%a

”3‘ 5§

mrgmegn JONN =JONN came and
7\

Caroline /Kennedy/ came and about six of the Senator's
i

kids. Bnd~dt—was—greee.s He was very pleased with
it. &And in the early 1966 he started asking me to do

=

various things in the Senate office or through Tom
Ard
Johnston and Pauline Feingold, who again I must give
hav, ¢ !
credit to also, for having me to do some work in the

A
N

.
Senate Office. Paul' Feingold was a staff assistant

in Senator Kennedy's office prior to my coming to the

41
office. \In early 1966 Orin Lehman decided to run for

John Lindsay's seat. John Lindsay by this time had

P . . I T %-—f '5; b : ,/ e S
become mayor of New York. Uyey inUne 1l

o e
J

i 1
LR |
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Arsiaied
/KSenator Kennedy got Ronnie Eldridge to start heading
up the effort for Orin Lehman and John E. Hyman and
grﬁhilip Trw 4 Q&iphil Rvan, who was still working for
him at that time and running his New York office.

7

WAEH they called me over and-asked me would I run the

N

advance. By this time now I'd been doing advance e.......=
/ J ) 2
. i,
F'd--been_doing-advance, I guess, for about a year and
$
a half for the Senate!ﬁ%ficewaﬁd I guess they had some
/

confidence in the fact I could do i?}and they asked
3
me would I consider running itfaad I told them only
<
_on a part-time basis and , again as a volunteer. &EAd

g didsand although Orin Lehman did not win his race

o

for the Congress, the effort we made on his behalf

was a good one, as far as the advance and the scheduling

-

<
was concerned. “And Orin Lehman indicated this to the

J

Senator)and the Senator, I guess, programmed that in
the back of his mind!again}in terms of just one more
# ‘

point for our team}if you want to call itpike that.

~ /
-;f:. & 22
TARd ﬁhen}after Lehman lost there were various programs

-

or things that came up that the Senator was interested
f he was making a trip somewhere around, particularly

!
T

around the city, or he was going to a dinner that. . . .
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i
e

-
#nd the staff was very short at that time in the

Senate Q%fice. They only had Tom Johnston, Pauline
Feingold and. . . .

Wag Phil Ryan still there then?

No, Phil Ryan had left already. I think it was Jjust

Pauline and Tom which was one hell of a schedule

¥

for the two of them to try and hold down what was

)

, 4 . .
going on. <And at that point the Senator's schedule

=
iz
Y

didn't even begin to approach what--itwas e
the dimension of what it was just prior to his announc-

ing for the Presidency, /Eut it was still a hectic
2 A

schedule;é%ﬁ Tom Johnston and Pauline trying to do
. J
it by themselves was unreal, ﬂnd s0o he called on

me any number of times to go out with the Senator

20

or to do something. Bué&~F-mean then, as I said, in

June of 1966 he asked me would I consider coming on
<
the staff full timegand after many discussions in

s

terms of arriving at the salary that I thought would

g

be satisfactorxﬂand I don't mean to make it sound
like there waS.. ... we had a lot of hagglingj I?ﬂere

wasn't. If there was any haggling, it was done vis-

a~vis Tom Johnston and Lfﬁoseph F./ Joe Dolan. They
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. . o i T
had any number of discussions w1thqxﬂlb~1

=

the Senate is h@tuﬂmmnwﬂwﬁ% infamous for not paying

Of course,

very high salaries and I didn't think that I necessarily
/A

had to become part of a poverty program in order to
work for Senator Kennedy's office. I don't say that

facetiously. I just could not see sacrificing what

’ Sy .
I was doing and from where I was economically so that

I could say I was a member of Senator Kennedy's staff,
of course,
although it was/a challenge and very exciting to look

forward to. Anyway!we did work out the salary thing.
i We worked out what my assignments were going to be

and the kind of work that I was going to do, which

was going to be in the area of economic development

and with no really specific heading on it. It was

F

£ :
aly #

=
kind of open-end thing. =And I started working in
A

the Senate_éffice in the early part of September, 1969
and stayved with the Senator until his assassination
in June of 1968. The basic areas that I covered
Were o« . Zfénterruptiog7
GREENE : Why don't you give some kind of broad explanation
of what he had in mind when he spoke of economic

-7

(
development.
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GRAVES: First of all, initiallx,you should understand

that each one of us had a particular or certain

ar™
i,

‘ . K . . [ .
s @ pPOlitical responsibility in the
office in terms of keeping our lines of communication
open to various communities, various segments of
' . . . gj:"'}
the communltlegfand various persons. "And 1 was
no different. I had Brooklyn, Staten Island,

Westchester County, all of Long Islandgfgarticularly
~d
o
Nassau ef Suffolk County where I did a lot of work

with / John F./ Jack English and Dominic Baranello,
who were respective county chairmans of those

areas. ‘And I also did a piece of Manhattan,and I

/

should say really was half of Brooklyn. And-what”
A {%!a
= I 118

the-purpose s = The purpose oﬁﬁsetting it up

like that was that when he wanted to know what was
going on in a particular area, he knew who had been
working on that area/or at least Tom Johnston knew

hum
to tell who had been working on that particular area

A .

¢

and who should know something about it. 1In addition
to that, programatically}we were given certain respon-

sibilities. In other words, anything that had to

do with physical development or housing—--physical
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development is just whether or not youtre taking
'Q\Pﬁi“é T sland and deciding what you're going
to do with thatzor whether or not youfre taking
sometenements in Bedford-Stuyvesant and deciding

what you're going to do with tha% or whether or not

<

M
Co

you're taking-anothew-plece 0f~Central c..e—..sshacking
off another piece of Central Park and deciding what
a;

you're going to do with it.VIt all has to do with
physical develoPment)and that was the area I worked

in in the Senate ﬁffice. Any mail that came in that
had to do with housing, I handled-all the mail}so
that~youwere Kifad of: & o2 ﬁbt only were you handling

their particular area, but you were reading all the

e
&

mail that had to do with that; people's interestsi&ﬁ&

what people were writing about and-whatw—s—r— and

o

how it varied from time to time; whether it was low—

income housing projects or the fact that there was no
| ™

¢ , s
rent control@a@éﬁ%haawwwm% At that point thatwaS.. ...

happened to be a big issue and was for about two

»
years, just about. The thing of deed controlof—the=
rmedts and

sy
gy -
‘??aT%Tf the landlord just being able to double rents

with no type of ceiling in terms of where they went.
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I think that kind of covers the physical development

part or the real estate part of my Job,and of course
/ /

¥

the expertise I'd had from running a real estate

office was of great value to me in what I was doing
il

there. In addition&&ﬁg I also had a responsibility,
) b

that was somewhat the same, in the area of health,
' &

=

e : .
so that anything that had to do with the Department

pas®

of Hospitals or various health projects that came
up in the city or throughout the state; Medicaid

or Medicare both of which during ERE~tAME s

f""

~Durifigs the two years I was in the Senate Office becane

a reality. Neither one of them had. .. c..e.WaS. N0 swemrs=s="

o

had not been legally a part of either the stats or
federal laws at the time that I started working in

the office. When the Senator died, they both were

actualities. 8o that was rather interesting,am&?

in fact, the whole area of health that I worked

e .
- st

on in the Senate ﬁffice;”hasjof cours% rubbed off

nOW‘into what I do here in my consulting firm, the
S o

2 o k=

£ BX
aré&?ﬁhealth. I'm a consultant to Department of

S

& A ,
Hospitals so It-did-kind~ofy -s-w=d The two things
ok @

did desist. Now ,the area of narcotics, having been



=
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a narcotics agent, I covered a lot of things that

had to do with narcotics in the Senate Q%fice,

the mail that came in and various rehabilitation
programs for narcotics addictﬁland making recommen-
dations to the Senator. We did not do as much. . . .

I didn't do as much as I would have liked to in this
area. .dus£%F%A%igiﬁ: was just a matter of time, what
you could get accomplished in a certain period of time.

In the area of economic development I'm talking about
/

things such as our Bedford-Stuyvesant project which

o

[/ . :
W emammen WO LGH wWas probably the most comprehensive

poverty program we—ever. . s that I ever saw get

gff the ground,anYiﬁime. And I think the thing that

7

really made that program move was we cut across all

kinds of party lines, touched base with everyone
local
that we could, but we didn't go through/community

organizations and have it funded through the normal

chain of command where the only persons that would
ot
have done well were the very people frei the tope

e

—and none of the money would ever have gotten down

-—

into the community. We really worked at it from

the bottom up and made it happen. And the Senator
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paid a lot of attention and spent a lot of time
with that project. That's what madeit g?;and i
there's anything that may cause it to stumble or
be short-circuited right now, it's the fact that
it doesn't have a person with the Senator's ¢lout

leaning over everybody's shoulder to find out why
ar
the thing is not going forward. In other areas of

o
i

economic developmeg}{Tyou start talking about economic
development, you're talking about what happens to

} " Lo
Mitchelfﬁgield. Mitche%i Field's in Nassau County.

It's a large field that the Air Force had given
iF '

up and had to be developeq@aﬁﬁ I worked on that in

terms of who got various acreage that was wanted, aid
J
-

@%5% we had all XKinds of requests from private agencies
and federal agencies and city agencies and state

agencies to get a piece of the action up there.. .

I remember that, yeah.
+ + . in addition to Hofstra University pushing very
hard to get their share of it}and Adelphi University

wanting their share and any number of synagogues or

J

\ :

ﬁﬁgnivcx% wanting their share and reporting that
s -

back and trying to negotiate that out An® I had some

P
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. _and .
rather lnterestlngﬁ hot sessions with Eugene

Nickerson, who was the/éounty,ﬁxecutive at that

time,be@égg% whenever he thought he had it all

resolved, somebody would write a letter to the Senator

P,

{é%?l'd start scraping away at the surface)and Gene

and I would have some rather interesting conversa-

o

tions. 'In addition to something like that, another
problem which would come under the area of economic

development)and probably physical development)was 0

Lo P REERT L TS L De Doy

the Calverton Airport issue. Grumman Aircraft is pdie
| £ .

the major employer in Nassau County and they have

an airfield of their own which is located in Calverton,
which is really suffolk County, where they use it
for their experimental aircraft_,amd it was proposed
=
that Calverton Airport would be taken over by the
FAA / Federal Aviation Agencﬁ7 and that Grumman would

continue to use parts of it, but it would be developed

into a major jeﬁ'bort and would be located in the
“They would
\
Suffolk area. Then f%m& have to have high speed
A
trains that would come into New York city, obviousk%

because you're going to be sixty miles out on Long

i
Island after you land and you can't. . . . and-you take
A
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you two hours to get into New Yorkgagé Just why
bother coming in from Washington to land sixty
miles away? But that was killed. Grumman Aircraft
did some excellent lobbying and then that project

&
never got off the ground. And.-s® the reason that
project never got off the ground and Calverton
Ne ey Weeome
Airport that-would-become a reality up there was
‘1\.)\"‘ & é'.=
the fact that Grumman Aircraft did the amount of
that

lobbying /they accomplished or that they worked -

{ (_ﬁ{ ""”""*"a?}
on in Washington. 2md I could go on. There—-probablys—i=r=

You know, the whole area of poverty programs which

s

was not my particular ared. w..s.n» Carter Burden

. : : Bpe oo il
n e Sevednc’s offiee had the

who workednéhishup&hasmhaégpoverty programs per seg

but when you start talking about economic development

g

you are talking about poor people whether they're

#

black, white)or Puerto Rican;anéig lot of it had to

do with poor areas in south Brooklyn where the people

- 4

JP‘(\ #*

were not black; they were white. /APoor areas in Utica,
. J

New York where Mayor / Dominic R./ Assaro isaang—again

/ /

the people were not black; they were white. So you're

talking about helping disadvantaged people when you

Gipen’
start talking economic development.
A
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GREENE: New—weu%dmyeﬂﬁhwgwxw Would it be your responsibility

to devise, or at least to sugges% plans for what might

)

be done in these areas or just to follow through on
whatever the Senator had decided?

GRAVES: Both. And I have to come back to the Bedford-Stuyvesant
project, because I think that was the most comprehensive

planning that I was involved in,aéa it took the most

amount of time of anything that I did in the Senate
Qe oF o

géflce in thefea@3§ economic development. ~§%ﬁ I
/

was involved from the viewpoint of making recommenda-
tions, writing programs and really getting the whole
- }
thing off the ground/fso it would really take off
T

and go. RHd‘EébiI mean, it was from top to bottom
C%
in terms of projects. Now}in another projects, the

.l 4%
Senator might send a note)or call and say, "What do

you think of. . . . How are you oactive.

in a new program they had just gotten)

: i
in this.’

ggnew program. Again)that would be a poverty program.
{)’

et

Or, "What do you think of the idea of -putting

announc1ng we 're going to give fifty thousand dollars

Ty o
_i)\:'l-"*- 3""

to CONgressmanﬂl_Hugh m/ Carey for the rehabilitation

“4in vt '.-\

of some browqjstones that really will probably be
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bought by middle class persons? Is that a good p
thing or a bad thing.”" Th@ﬁeWWEfemﬁﬁéwkiﬁﬂﬁ“ﬂmﬁ::;
It was that kind of communication.t%knd, of course,
the Senator was very tough in terms of when he asked

you for a memo, he didn't want a memo that just had

a lot of rhetoric in it; He had to have some speci-

ficsgaé% if you saiéﬁétatgl thoughtﬁifwas badqﬂyoug
better befable to explain why X was bad and show the
alternatives that were available. So)if nothing
else, he really made you realize your potential in
terms of what you could accomplish.

On the Bedford-Stuyvesant project did you work with

Tom Johnston and Adam Walinsky right from the start

7
or at what point did you come in?
k’!\)‘d’y‘-’l\ } ¥§ B
Yeah, I started right from the start. We have to
v gt “hab Hime

understand, I lived in Bedford—Stu@esanEv

Yeah. Now would you have been working largely with
the local leaders jor with the business people

like Tom and Adam were doiné?

Well, first of all, Adam didn't really get into the

Bedford-Stuyvesant project till we were pretty well

down the pike. I mean I waS. « « You-know, Adam
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/
e

had a lot to do with it after. %%mr%igﬁh it kind

P

; / 4
of became the thlngj fThe Bedford-Stuyvesant project
was the popular thing to be involved in after it

took off. In the beginning the Bedford-Stuyvesant

o

project was something we were just grinding <€
out. I mean we were first talking about maybe we

could get ten thousand dollars, maybe we could get
X
et N

twenty thousand dollars. 2174 the original haggling

that had to do with those women in Bedford—Stuyvesan@;
™
affd sitting down and deciding who was going to be

chairman of the board and all of that,and starting

o

to figure out some of the businesses you could get
wguk\&n!“ﬁ‘
involved) Adam &#&dn-t get involved in it till very. ..

Really Adam didn't get involved in that Bedford-

Stuyvesant project until, I think, the early part of

&%

1968. 'By that time, you know, we were pretty far
down the pike.aéé I think it's a matter of Tom

Johnston realizing he had spent a lot of time and
i ‘ ‘ bwﬁéhv d
eflort ®nd .. being a blrack guif&— there was no

reason to give up that thing which he had offered,

you know, along with us in the officg}to the people

X
§

in wWashington. Adid Adam's coming in was after, you
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know, we started thinking about legislation and
getting Department of Labor funds and so forth,

Ehen he became the guy that would do it, but to. . . .
You know, if he takes credit for it, I'm surprised
that he would in the early stages because he really
was not involved in that at all. He did some speech-

writing when we announced the thing in December of

A

1968, but prior to that we had been dedAGgu—m—e—s
P
“1

going at it for six months prior. The first time

A,

the Senator really focused on Bedford-Stuyvesant

per se was in May. In fact, it was February of

e

1966ﬁ we started having discussions as ﬁaﬁﬁﬁ =
February of 1966; when I wasn't even working full

time 1n the Senate Office, Just coming in to various

meetings we were having in the office as a volunteer.

Pk T wGs @ueen awder@ o1 v S
+ 2 | = o
ad Adam's real involvement ,~f-mean~thereal-ones"

I

when he first started doing something but writing

a speech, which would have been in December of 1966,

which was almost a full year.
i

What kinds of things. . . Zfinterruptiog/ ey Yol

mentioned to me that in 1966 you advanced for the

’

il ; :
New England trip £8r before the election and mentioned
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specifically Kenneth Curtis's election. What did
you do in that and how closely involved were you
with Kenneth Curtis himself?

Well, first of all, once you get out of a place like

New York city you start working in a political situ-

o

ation. When you represent Senator Kennedy, you deal

directly with the person who happens to be involved.

e
The principle in this case was Ken Curtis was running
A

for governorwaéﬂ I was directly involved}and I was

staying in the Sheraton-Eastland Motor Hotel, which
is run by and owned by the / William L./ Dunfey family,

which are personal friends of the Kennedy family.
f\ t‘.-,’.."g\%

And getting in there, I was supposed to originally

spend two days. I got up there and things were really

fouled up.and we didn't have it all together.and having

- 5

conversations with the office back in New York and then

Y" i:% Calh S s ,‘,‘l‘ 57

LG ~ds A

with Jerry Bruno who I really didn't know well at that
A 1
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And—sé «_i;the.lz.ef‘orﬁe_ﬁhew,c.ou—lwdwge*lr-"’:-’

he could justify inhis mind
tolerating them, but when he looked at Earl Graves,

who was, one, a challenge to him in terms of ability

{4 Y

——~

Shee T

as far as certainly doing advance workﬂwbég
didn't think it took any great genius to do advance

work5 I just thought that it took an organized mind

and some administration to get it done, both of which
J
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(s

it

I had certainly had no problem in any sense. I
didn't go from running a battalion in the army
to having problems with getting a group of people
together to put together a rally. So it kind of
gave him some concern that here was the person

who actually could do what he thought he was the

=
o L ai
(L

best atgand%heﬁixm::;aYou have to recognize it.
And the reason I focus on him is because a person
like that existed for as long as I was in that

office and existed before I came to that office,
y y

/ e
o

and is stillA;Xpuwkﬁgﬁr living on the laurels of

e

what)supposedly_he did. There's no question that
he did a good job; buﬁthe other side of the coin
is!alsojthat if you've got a nice commodity to

run with, which was Senator Kennedy, you ought to
gers Q)
be able to do a prettynjob. I mean I don't think

that I used to be able to put together fantastic

rallies and have thousands of people just because

B "'.’4: d
e

I was so bright. The thing was that Fhad...... D

XE%ey gave me a pretty good property to run with.

i¥ 1—‘
& e
=

That was Senator Kennedy. %ﬂéﬁwyeu~knoﬁ} I'd like

to see without money that we had available to us,
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L]

either by the persons who would ask Senator Kennedy

to come or Senator Kennedy himself)and without the

E

name Kennedyjhow*good a rally a person like Bruno

e

could put J(:or;yc-:ther,,i or}for that[ngtteg an EBarl
i

Graves could have put together. I have to believe

I could still do it because I knowj‘qwqﬁdmandéﬁ

E '-f—: Lysn=ins H_

either running Evers campaign or other such campaigns
Pl

we 've been

in the South able to do a pretty good
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é

/ i1

e
And Evers and I have
never had a conversation about black or white advance

men, but Eversjas unsophisticated as hewmightumﬁm,wﬁﬁ
people might think he is in terms of maybe not focusing
quickly on a situation, could turn around and
realize that Senator Kennedy}as late as 19687

dadn’t havgﬁ with the exception of Earl Graves who

had to fight to stay on the top all the time in

— e

this areaﬂ black advance men, period.

s what it amounted to.
“Se~f=memn I don't mean to go off ranting and raving

but}f mean,I really think that it should be. . . .

)

Somebody should focuslfor the record}thatn¢tmw§§jﬁ”
= i 4

-, ;
abTE%ﬁ®ww7wwm§nEhat type of situation was able to

{
existfand rampantly sojin the Senate officeﬁéﬁa %

raised it with Frank Mankiewiczjand Frank recognized

4
i

it@aﬁﬁ‘he'd kind of shrug his shoulders and try to

\") Y Py
get around 4t a little bit and work with it. I men-

tioned it to Tom Johnstonléﬁﬁ nobody wanted to rock
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the boat as far as this thing was concerned. And

it existed. It existed through the entirg 1968
campaign.

To your kﬁowlege, did anybody ever discuss it with
the Senator?

No. Not at all. And I think that?t would have been
unimportant to him, because at that time. . . .

When I say unimportant, he was concerned with having

thant™
crowds,and if the fact having crowds met that Bruno

}
was going to end up having his team and his team
;és consisted of an all white team, so be it. There
were a couple of guys that went around locally. If
we happened to come into Washington, D.C., they'd call
themselves advance men, but if you're talking about
gﬂys;§? the maybe hundred-odd guys that were flying
around the country that had some clout to spend some
money, with the exception of myself there was nobody.
And the guys'that they had going Qfound were absolute.

Qi
\ Coming back to this

Some of them were absolute jerks.
Maine situation, 1f I could for a second, because you

asked me about that and I wanted to get this on the

record. I worked directly with Ken Curtis, Senator
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Z—Edmund S£7 Muskie and Zfﬁobert J;?IBob Dunfey in

putting together the Maine trip and had gone there

for)supposedly}what was going to be two dayséangh
then I was going to come back again towards the end,

at the end of that week when the Senator was going

s

{
to come back. l‘_T. got therejand there was a lot of

need for organization;éga what was, in fact, the
state headgquarters was in the Sheraton-Eastland

Motor Hotel. They had two telephoneéjandpﬁyewAGﬂmma/

when I got there at three o'clock in the afternoon
one day the offices were already closed for the day,

andthis is the state headgquarters for curtis! so I

saw there was a need to kind of do a couple of things
o A

to maybe get/just a bit mordorganize@fand we did. We

spent some real time and effort and stayed a whole
,,\9
that Saturday that the Senatorw

[ Georse Skakel ]

was supposed to come, Ethel's brother was klllcd
o

week in Maine.

out West with Dean Markham in an airplane accidena
“

i e
and the Senator did not come. An& so what happened

-’_‘/ e

was -i-8 actually ﬁhat we had spent a week helping
Curtis get all set up,and he was rather well structured

and well organized and he knew what he had available
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to himéaégét was so well organized in terms of the

—

advance sheeE)in terms of who rode in what cars/and

where the cars were going to be,and who did what,and

J /
where the bands came frog)that we were able to send
Zf— _7.Ron Fox, who worked as an associate

in the Senate office on a part—-time basisjback to
Maine for that trip;&%ﬂ Ron Fox was able to take the
program that I had written up for the Senator's stop
and put it together/f;o it was a good rally and a
good stope beégigg3yhat happened wasé:lf I'm not

mistakenw Bruno was hot welcomed in Connecticut and

he was not welcomed in New Hampshire.

GREENE : Why is that?
GRAVES: Why? I don't know. He just had alienated some people
and, you know, there were people. . . . To cite an

example,; in Oregon, Bruno could not go into Oregon

—_—— 1
becauseﬂ\n-ﬂiéqﬁmat's the woman's name?

7

GREENE : Edith Green.
: said JUET
GRAVES: —~Edith Green/that if Bruno came in she wasn't going
: A

to campaign for theSenator at all. And yet, a person

like that. . . . &md to cite an example, if a person

like a Bruno could cause that kind of concern in
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the four or five states I already mentioned . —yeu-liiows;

why should -a person like that,%%%wmmﬁ_,

—,

e able to be kept on the stafff/ You know, that's

the thing I could never guite comprehend. I mean,

it's one thing. . . . You know, he was loya% and if
loyalty means that you keep a person like that

around, wh% I think that's unfortunate. Ay Ffar-as=—
{ | ' ) . .;f:'_/
“\\ coming back again-—as far as the New England stop

o i’

was concerned,what it ended up being was when the
Senator finally did make that trip into New Englanix i

which I guess must have been about three weeks after

%

Ethel's brother died, maybe almost a month Ycause

o

it was toward the end of the campaignq I went on the
i /
entire New England stop. I went to each one of the
= 2

B il ‘
stops and was the,-the advance man getting off the

.F"

-

&, "
plane and taking a look at where the cars were and

il
wnat was going on?aﬁﬁ‘I knew who the advance men were

on each stop. “Fn--Connecticuty & >
Tim Hogen, worked in the Senate office, had Connecticut.

In New Hampshire. . . .

GREENE : Was Jim Tolan along on this?
A

GRAVES: No. Wasn't on that trip.
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GREENE: What was your feeling about the Senator's performance

and mood at this time in '667?

GRAVES: I thought he enjoyed campaigning at that time. -=—"

e
we

e
]

th@ughimin#wﬁwfw?}That would have been
A

,ﬁet's see, '"B7 ; ;he end of '67. We were campaigning
Py 4 F

for Gene Nickerson who was running for ?6unty/Ekec.
I thought he was kind of tired of campaigning at
that time. I thought that he'd found it really
kind of tiring. He made some comments to me and
some other people that indicated that it was kind
of like getting to him a little bit as far as cam-—
paigning then. He was campaigning for candidates
who obviously were not going to win, who were not

/
nor happy nor content with what he had to do.

particularly good , and he just really was not excited

GREENE: I wanted to ask you a couple questions about your
contacts with people like Baranello and Nickerson
and Zrﬁilliam 3;7 [uddy., Ien't it Tumddy in . . .

GRAVES: Yeah, Westchester County.

GREENE: Westchester. What kind of ongoing contact did you
have? Did you have any kind of routine way of staying

in touch with them or would it generally be on a
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specific matter that you would. . .

GRAVES: Well, once Luddy and Baranello got out of the shock
of the fact that Kennedy had a black guy who was
going to be their liaison with him, then they started

calling me when they had problems. And now, Dall

et

ereat il
Forsythe di%% vwwﬁﬁlgre yvou going to talk to Dall
Forsythe?
GREENE : I don't think he's on our list, but of course I know

the name.
GRAVES: Dall Forsythe also did political work and had some
contacts with them, but I talked to Luddy maybe once

a week. Baranello. . . . The reason that Jack English

A

had a mueh-more—-line-ofr-s— much more open line
that
of communication to Senator Kennedy was/English had

a much more viable organization in Nassau County.
Baranello in his own right just wasn't getting something

going out there in Suffolk Countyj ’ﬁgt very imagina-

™
o

tive. And the same problem with Luddy. Luddy)isw””

~k$de@£wmwm"ﬁm;fhe Senator felt had been dragging

¢

his feet up in Westchester County and not really
getting it together up there and really making it

happen, géust not working at his job,” whereas English
;I

p T
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really worked at it. English was tough and kind

of came from the kind of cloth that the Kennedys
N
did. MBut to answer your duestion directly, I think

I probably spoke to them once a week. And they always
had a chance that they could call directly into
Washington and speak to Joe Dolan or the Senator
direcktly .
What do you know about the relationship between
the Senator and these people, how he felt about them?
Well, there's no comparison between the relationship
between Jack English and Bill Luddy andthe Senator.
Jack English was a friend and a person that the
Senator really sought his counsel. The other two
guys, they were just guys that the Senator had to
kind of live witha;;a I think if he had the option
of either dealing with them or dealing with some-
ond LE S

body who was much brighter o sharper4_be considered

—~—

them like one of the organizational hackgjand it's the

same thing as the way he treated and felt about Stanley

al
i

Steingut. He considered Stanley Steingut not a very

reputable fellow, to use his quote gimterms—ofi i

i

ﬁReputable fellow is not exactly my kind of language,
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but that's the kind of language that the Senator
would have used-®and, you know, he just. . . . Those
/

kind of guys really just wore on him. I know it

~ G

really was a. . . . ¥You~knewy~hes—ry-<I% It used to
go against his grain to have to sit down and deal

with a é??rank G;? Rossetti and the five county
J—

leaders, you know. -Yeu-know.and w wiyimiﬁh it

was a matter who was stealing thehost} /And the

{
Senator was just above that kind of thing;aﬁﬁ,it

really used to bug him when they had to deal with
those guys and treat those guys as really straight
gquys when they weren‘tgr;ghd make deals with them
too.

GREENE: What about / H. Lee/ Dennison and Nickerson? How

(—) Fa

close a relationshipf 1=4J§>I know he was fairly

close with Nickerson, but what about Dennison?

GRAVES: Dennison to quote some of our friendsjis just "a
. {

good old county boy" who was really had no direct. . .
Dennison liked to believe he was the man of the people.
He was naive enough to really believe that the people

M 2.
and didn't consider himself really a dyed—,

oy

liked him}

in~the-wool Democrat. He thought that he could almost
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run as an independent and win because the people

-

—

just loved him so much out in Suffolk County. And~
Wwos

so Dennison never is really close to the Senator.

-~

! Nickerson was, but I think that was because of a
Jack English,—béf Nickerson also was much brighter,
obviously}than Dennison in terms of a grasp of what

was going o?)and much more sophisticated‘aﬂé;Dennison
et

ES“Tatthm@@nseﬁwww$§3$*was rather conservativg)by

necessity, because of where he is also,I micght says

e F¢ /
“sause Suffolk County, they think electricity is

f
c"—u
modern out there or is forward thinking. <And”

) )

Nickerson was a guy whor@y@éﬁgéﬁi was ambitious,

wanted to do other things. Dennison was just
nweb )

kind of a guy who jﬂ%ﬁw-qm::% just there.

GREENE : Okay, I know you're short on time, so let's. . . .
I just would like to get some kind of overall pic-—
ture from which to plan for the next time. You've
nmentioned the Mitche%; Pield project « « =

GRAVES: want this off?

GREENE: No, we can stick it on tape. No, leave it on, then

I can just take it right off the tape.

GRAVES: Okay .
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GREENE : You mentioned Mitche%iiField and, of course, Bedford-

Stuyvesant and one or two other projects. Is there

anything that you haven't mentioned that we,—you.know?
F

tha&iﬁﬁ should get on tape that I ought to be prepar-—
ing fOr?
GRAVES: I'd like to spend a lot of time talking about the

Bedford-Stuyvesant projects and then,in addition

5 J

ke that}I think tﬁgz these variacis riots in various

communities that went on across the country. I made
great effort to try and get the Senator to. . . .
Well, in one case, when the Newark riots were going
on, I think as a direct result of a call I made to
the Senator in Hyannis and his subsequent call that
same afternoon to Governor kaichard J;7 Hughe% we

were able to literally, get the National Guard off

/ / ;
the street‘anﬁ:t was just a matter that fortunately

the Senator knew Governor Hughes and could pick up

the phone and call him. / Tnterruption/ . . . Oh,
the Bedford-Stuyvesant project}and then I think . . .

GREENE : Well, you were talking about Newark.
to be able
GRAVES: Okay, I think that it would be interesting/to say ,

o
&

that pnmtheuﬁﬁwﬁgi for the record)that Kennedy had some

“
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influence in terms of where some of these riots were
going On}or at least had some real feeling about them.
Were there a lot of requests from people for him to
step in, especially in this area?

Oh, yeah. Yeah. That thing and the Adam Clayton
Powell thing. The switchboard” just literally lit

up. Remember when Adam Clayton Powell was kicked

out of Congress?

Yeah.

Azéaghose kind of things we could focus on. -&—mea;ii
wawcautd“focus:onvfr&af%}I would like to focus a
while in terms of what I thought I was able to do

as a black person in the office)even with him. ot

“kndﬁi And I should say to you candidly that he didn'’'t

consider me the alpha and omega and everything that
had to be answere@j fﬁé didn't consider anybody

that. Just when I thought I had all the answers in
some. area, I'd find out he had two other people working
on the same thing. But that was him; iﬁhat was the
John Kennedy way of doing iﬁ)and it was no different

with the Senator.

How about the lines of communication? Was he fairly
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accessible? If you wanted to speak to him, could
you generally call him directly}qr how did you
go through?
Yeah, the thing is you could definitely pick up
the phone and call the Senator and you'd usually
find him available. If he was in the Senate office,
he would talk to you. The one thing was when you
picked up that telephone to call, you'd better have
something to say. That was the difference. Just
calling up to say, "Gosh, I talked to the Senator
today, " that was nonsense. BuF}other than that)
you could reach him at home. He was really accessible.
I never had the time when I really had something
to say to him, that I could not reach him. é%d Tom
Johnston never said to me, "Don't call the Senator
and bug him about so and so." He just said, "When
you call him, have something to say." ];E?Be was

P
dlways accessible. I can never really say. « « .
I meaw even when he was off skiing in California
or all the way out West, he was still available.

Okay. Very good. Now if the.. . . . ~Just-beftte

P

FOUresmens>» YOU want to take your call first?
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CRAVES: Yeah. ZT&nterruptiqﬁ?

GREENE: Okay. The only thing is/are there any other projects
that we . . . |

GRAVES: Let me focus on it. Could I do that now that I know
what you're going to come back and ask about?

GREENE: Yeah.

GRAVES: Zhd because you're going to take about an hour the

next time at leastjright?

T,

v %

. w, .
GREENE : Yeah. Well, we can do its.yoil..Know, in short spurts
if it's easier for you, but . . .
really
GRAVES : No, well. You know, that two hour thing/is not too
handy .
GREENE: It's toughs

GRAVES: Yeah.

GREENE : Okay, so let's start then next time with the Bedford-
Stuyvesant.

GRAVES: Talk about the Bedford-Stuyvesant, I just want to)in

it

general)talkjabgu£% i thinﬁ)for posterity now. Now

that I, you.knews=I have some confidence in the fact

i i
1At
whith I. . . . I don't mean that I didn't, but I. . . .

What we're talking about is going to be part of the

record. It'll be part of the record all the way down the
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/
z

pikewébuf’l think some of the things that went on
should be said, you know; and without crunching toes
we'll try and say it.

Okay. Very good.



