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HACKMAN:

Mr. Powers, why don't you just start off by
telling me when you first met Robert Kennedy
and what you can remember about him in those

early days.
POWERS:

In the early days? Thank you, Larry, I will.
The first time I met him was in the spring of
1946.
His brother, that I always called Jack
until he was elected President and then it ' became Mr.
President, was running for a vacant seat in Congress in my
district, the Eleventh District, and I was scheduled to
introduce Jack to a workers' meeting at the Knights of
Columbus hall in Charlestown. And when the car drove up,
there was this young, handsome fellow in a sailor suit.
And, as it turned out, Jack hurriedly introduced me to
Bobby, and then I introduced the candidate and Bobby to this
group. We did not have any words that time. A week later,
I went went back to the Hotel Bellevue. This would be now
later April or early May of 1946. And the big thing we
worked in the '46 campaign, Larry, was house parties. And
we hit as many as six or seven on the same evening, and I
had scheduled him for seven that night in Charlestown. And
so while he was changing his clothes and getting ready to
go, Bobby was in the side room--it was a two room apartment-and he said, "Dave, how do you think Jack will do in
Charlestown?'' _And I said, "You know, Bobby, iri Charlestown
they admire a guy with courage." And it was amazing then,
as I think back, Bobby said, "Jack has more courage than
anyone I ever met." And then later, Bobby displayed the
same kind of courage.
I think that they both . • . . I think that courage was the virtue that Bobby and Jack most admired
in a person, and not 11ecessarily the type of courage that we
think of:
an astronaut in space or a marine in a foxhole or

2

an athlete in a sports arena; but they admired people that
had the - courage to stand up and be counted.
And I know that
Bobby deeply believed that one man could make a difference
and he felt that every man should try.
So when he talked about courage and why I said that our
town admired people wih courage.
• Charlestown, it was a
three-decker neighborhood, you know, the tenements, and it's
right on the waterf ront--we have the navy yard there and all
the piers--and the men work off the waterfront.
They work
hard, drink hard, and fight hard, but, you know, they're
God-fearing men.
And I think that in 1946 that the courage
that Jack Kennedy had displayed when his boat was cut in
half by a Jap destroyer sold them on him more than any other
one thing. That 1946 was a great, great year for the
veteran.
Well, the next time I heard from him it turned out that
he had gone into Cambridge.
He volunteered for the place
where Jack Kennedy was least known, or at least it was the
place where our number one opponent was the strongest. The
candidate from Cambridge was Michael Neville, and he had
been mayor of Cambridge and a member of the legislature, and
all of your pros were already with him. And it was strange,
you know, Bobby could have worked in Charlestown with me or
he could have worked in Somerville where LTimothy J., Jr.]
Ted Reardon was working, but he wanted to go to Cambridge
where he thought it would be the toughest.
He volunteered
for that area and he was assigned it.
From time to time he'd call and want to know what we
were doing.
And when I told him that I thought • • • • Ever
read a book called--a little brochure called Survival?
Well, it was our number one piece of literature.
From that
[Robert J.] Bob Donovan got the idea for PT 109. Way back
in 1944, John Hersey wrote a story about PT 109 and what
happened to Jack Kennedy that night, and we were making sure
that every veteran in the district received one.
I was in
charge of registering the veterans. And if _you think back,
Larry, to the number of boys that went in the service at the
ages of eighteen and nineteen and twenty that had never even
voted before and, in fact, had never ever left their
neighborhood before and now they were returning home by the
hundreds--we felt that their first vote would be for a great
war veteran like JacK Kennedy.
So we made a tremendous
drive, tirst, to get them registered to vote and them,
election day, to get them out.
And it worked fine.
So when Bobby learned we were doing this, he
personally.
• He had ward one, East Cambridge, I recall,
precincts four and five, and he personally brought the
Survival door to door, and he had some help from the girl he
later married--this was 1946; he married Ethel [SkakelJ in
1950--and his sister Jean [Kennedy Smith], who was a girl
friend of Ethel's at the time.
And I always thought that
that started something that we had difficulty in getting
away from af terwards--Bobby wanted the brochure hand
delivered and the same thing came up in West Virginia during
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the presidential primaries.
In 1960, we were hand
delivering a Kennedy brochure.
But I always thought that
was the start ot it.
It turned out--1 can always recall.
. See, the
primary that year was June 18th, and our primary in that
Democratic ward is tantamount to the election.
And Jack
Kennedy invited me down to the Cape Cod home for the
following weekend.
The primary was Tuesday, and Wednesday
we were still getting all the information together.
And I
showed up Friday with a bunch of statistics, and there's
Bobby on the porch.
And the first thing he wanted to know
was, "What was the vote in precincts four and five, ward
one?" See, we had all of Cambridge there, in that district,
and three wards in Somerville and ward one, East Boston,
ward two, . Charlestown, ward three was North and South and
West End, and ward twenty-two in Brighton.
So Bobby's
looking at the figures in precinct four and five in ward
one.
And the oddest thing--by such a coincidence in ward
four, Neville had 315 and Jack had 169; and in ward five
Neville had 259 and again Jack Kennedy had 169. And I can
always remember, Jack wap looking up from the other figures
and Bobby's standing there, and he says, "All it proves is
that I worked equally hard in each precinct." And he
probably did.
He probably visited the exact number of
people in each district and sold his brother to 169 in each
precinct.
But that was his baptism into politics.
You know, in the city of Cambridge--while we're talking
on figures--we didn't carry the city either.
Neville had
7,606 and Jack Kennedy had 6,472.
But he had accomplished
what we were trying to do in Cambridge.
We had hoped that
we would roll up a plurality in the Boston wards and hold
Neville down in Cambridge because if he ever rolled out of
Cambridge with a big plurality, we couldn't have caught him.
As it turned out, the final, total vote:
Jack Kennedy,
22,183 and Neville, who finished second, had 11,381.
There
were nine running that time.
So in the next tour years I would see him.
All of the
summer of '46, his big interest now that Jack had won the
primary--and November meant nothing, Larry, because our
fight was over •••• Bobby now was getting ready for the
Harvard football season.
He played on the Harvard varsity
in '46 and '47, and I know that [Kenneth P.] Ken O'Donnell
filled you up with those figures today.
But Jack Kennedy
liked to take a nap in the afternoon--! guess it may have
been doctor's orders--but Bobby never stopped.
And I would
have the job of throwing passes to him by the hour, until
your arm was aching.
And the great thing about him--1 was
no Y. A. Tittle, and I would either overthrow them or
underthrow them.
And he'd say, "That was my fault; I either
ran too far or didn't run far enough." And it was amazing
how he made you feel that you were throwing pretty good
passes and it was his fault.
And in those days I always thought that he was going to
be a priest.
He really, you know, had a priestly manner.
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When you would come to the house, you know, he'd make sure-"Do you need a bathing suit?" or "Do you need a pair of
sneakers?" or this or that.
We'd all go to Mass on Sunday,
and you'd just see Bobby was very devout.
There's one thing about the Kennedys that's tremendous:
their love for their brother, Jack.
Jack invited me down,
and I was his friend.
Well, that made you someone special
to the rest of them.
I always said that if Jack Kennedy
liked you, the rest ot them would all look tor a reason and
find one.
They were really, really.
• Jack was their
boy.
HACKMAN:

Let me ask you something:
People have talked
about Robert Kennedy, particularly in his
younger, early years, being a very shy person.
Did you tind that so?

POWERS:

I did.
You know, I just had that little
conversation that day where he said, "Jack has
more courage than anyone," and then that day on
the figures.
But you know what it is? He was just the
opposite of Jack.
You know, Jack was aggressively shy; you
know, his shyness helped him.
But Bobby's shyness.
• I
don't think that he got over being shy until perhaps the
1952 campaign when, you know, he took everyone on and did
such a great job.
Bobby, until he knew you, would hardly
have much conversation with you.
But I found him so
considerate, you know; that he was always nice to people,
always nice to people.
And at first I thought it was just
because I was something special, being a friend of Jack's.
But afterwards, I noticed he was that way to everyone, you
know; that he was forever giving people rides in his boat,
or if he was driving down the road, picking up people, and
always doing things for people.
And he had that--he had
that priestly manner.
But whenever he did have something to
say, it always made sense.
I really thought he was territic
that.
Now, you know, in 1952--Bobby got married in "50, and
then he was going to the University of Virginia--and in
1952, he took over that entire campaign. And you know, that
was one of the toughest fights ever.
Here he is leading his
brother's campaign, a victory over Henry Cabot Lodge in a
year that General [Dwight D.] Eisenhower was sweeping
Massachusetts by 200,800 votes.
You know, we used to always joke about the figures.
I
always remember them like my own name because they're so
important.
And the President, trom time to time, would go,
"Dave, what was my vote in '52 against Henry Cabot Lodge?"
And this could be six, seven years later, we're campaigning.
And I'd say, "Well, Jack, you had 1,211,984." And he'd say,
"What was Lodges?"
And that was 1,141,247.
He'd say, "What
was the plurality?" And it turned out it was 70,737.
And
this would go on from time to time, and ten y e ars later-this is 1962--Ken O'Donnell and I are riding down with the

5

candidate.
Aboard is Eugene McCarthy and Hubert Humphrey.
And whenever the candidate, the President, would be going
into a state tor a fund raising dinner or a Democratic
affair, he would bring the Democratic senators and
congressmen from that sta t e in with him to give them some
exposure.
So again, I heOr, "Dave, what was my vote against
Henry Cabot Lodge?" And when I said, 1,211,984," Hubert
Humphrey started to chuck l e.
And he said, What was
Lodge's?" And I said, l, l 41,247. And now I look over, and
Jack--President Kennedy--1s subtracting the 1,141,247 from
the 1,211,984, and he has his hand over the figures.
So he
said, "Dave, what did you say that the plurality was?" And
I said, "70,737, Mr. President." And he said, "You know,
you're right.
For ten years I thought you were throwing
numbers at me."
[Laughter]
But in '52, I can always remember, Bobby would be the
first one at the headquarters and the last one to leave.
And you know, he always made you try harder because no one
was trying harder than he.
I think why we were successful
that year, when our own Governor [Paul A.] Dever, who was
running for a third term, was defeated, was we had no
chiefs, all indians. And Bobby may have been in charge of
the campaign, but he was no chief. He was the greatest
indian of all.
From 8:30 on, he would be finding things to
do.
I can remember him saying, "Dave, how many cities are
there . in Massachusetts?" And we have thirty-nine.
"And how
many towns?" And we had 312. And I had kept a chart of
every place the President had talked from 1946 to 1952 and
who the key people were and all this sort .?f thing. So
Bobby looked at it, and he had it blown up to wall size.
And that's how he kept track of all this.
We had it up on
the third tloor.
And again, we had a door to door distribution of the
tabloid.
We then had this beautiful thing in colors, you
know, that type of thing. And Bobby was right:
often so
many things come in the mail that you're apt to drop it in
the basket; but when something's hand delivered • . • • Now
in some areas we were able to get college boys and girls to
handle the distribution, and other places, the Kennedy
organization was big enough to break down the ward into
precincts and the precincts into blocks and have it
distributed.
But I can remember one Sunday we came into the town
of--Bobby's looking, and not one had been delivered in a
place called Weston.
in fact, it's not far from where we
are now, Larry. And it's a very, very Republican community.
And now it's Sunday afternoon, and I had promisea my wife
we'd be home from the headquarters early. And we were on a
seven-day week there; Bobby figured that's the only way you
can beat Henry Cabot Lodge.
So in the headquarters, there's
Ken O'Donnell, myself, and Bobby's three ssters--Pat
[Patricia Kennedy Lawford], Eunice lEunice Kennedy Shriver]
and Jean--on a Sunday afternooR.
And he said, "Why don't we
go to Weston?" Well, we get into a beach wagon, and you
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never saw a distribution like 1t.
We each had a bundle of
the tabloid brochure, like a n · ~wsboy or, in the girls' case,
newsgirl, and we'd stop in the street and--a team on each
side of the street going up an! down.
And you know, it
really caught on.
The people . . . • Now people were corning
out and wanting to help, the f 1iw people that were Democrats.
And finally we covered that to· rn that day.
So with Bobby
nothing was irnposs ible.
Nor d •> I believe that Jack Kennedy
could have defeated Henry Cabo~ Lodg e with any other
campaign manager.
It's arnaziny the type of people that came
in.
HACKMAN:

Let me ask you something.
How did Robert
Kennedy become the campaign manager? I think
I'd read that there were plans for someone else
to manage that campaign and--dropped out? Can you remember
those cicumstances?

POWERS:

Yes, I do.
I do.
See, President Kennedy never
liked to use the word campaign manager, and the
word we always used in every city and town was
the campaign secretary, and they did the work.
So in '46
the nearest thing we had to a campaign manager was a fellow
named Mark Dalton.
And Mark came from Cambridge. And after
the President broke the congressional districts into areas-like I had Charlestown and Mark had Cambridge--then he found
another fellow that could take over Cambridge named John
Droney, and then Mark came into our central headquarters at
18 Tremont Street, Boston, right down from where you're
staying at the Parker House.
And he was the nearest thing
to a campaign manager that we did have in 1946. Actually,
he had been a speechwriter and doing all these things in '47
and '48 and '49 and '50 and '51; and he was gofng to be the
campaign manager in '52.
And Mark got ill. And I think he
had, maybe, a little difficulty with the Ambassador's--the
_treasurer of the campaign, John Ford, about spending some
things. ~ So Bobby came in as early as May, you see.
The President--Jack Kennedy announced in April, so all
of our campaigns were long, long affairs.
Now, I was in
charge of the nomination paper drive at first and then the
registration drive.
And--you know, just--gosh, it seemed as
if we were running against Henry Cabot Lodge for years
instead ot months.
The fact that Jack announced in April of
that year, and he did not have an opponent in the primary;
so it went right down to November.
I remember a pretty good story about Bobby. We went
over the bridge over to Charlestown, and he wa~ looking up,
and he said, "Gee, that would be a great place for a sign."
And I looked at this area.
It would be corning over the
bridge, and it hits you right in the f ace, about forty feet
high.
And I mentioned it to our campaign secretary in
Charlestown who was Bill McNamara.
And he said, Oh, I'll
get a ladder and see what I can do. - And a day later we're
going by again, and Bobby didn't see the sign up there.
So
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- we went over and we got a sign, and we got a ladder ~ hat was
forty feet high.
And I can always remember Bobby Ke1nedy
standing on the top rung of this ladder and nailing ~his
banner for his brother.
You know, the things that he did
for Jack.
I can remember ope of the few times that he was a bit
down on the campaign, all that work--you know, Bobby was
used to getting a little sunshine, and this was a to 11gh
campaign and Bobby had all this responsibilty and he didn't
want to even take an hour off.
So we're sitting dow n and-we leave the headquarters.
It's late at night, about
quarter of eleven, and we stop in to have a beer. And
Bobby, having a beer, said, "You know, Dave • • • • " He was
talking about.
• • Evidentally, he had got a little bit of
flak about the professional pols not liking him and some of
them even being critical of him, and they had no right to be
because anybody that wanted to work on the campaign, he
wanted them to work.
He just couldn't stand these people
with the big white hats and the cigars corning around to
headquarters just to say that they were in the Kennedy
headquarters.
Everybody had to work, and some of these
people weren't used to working; they were up-front men. And
I can always remember the way he said, "They don't have to
like me; I only want them to like Jack." And you know, I
said, "What a wonderful thing that • • • • " You know, in the
history of American politics, I do not believe that any man
ever worked as hard or displayed as much courage or made as
many sacrifices to see his brother become President of the
United States than Bobby did.
I had the honor of being by Bobby's side and Jack's
side in every campaign, and I was in a position to observe
f rorn the tenements of Boston and Cambridge in 1946 and then
all through Massachusetts, thirty-nine cities and 312 towns,
in '52.
And Bobby was back again in '58, although it was
Teddy's [Edward M. Kennedy] baptism of fire, and he was the
carnpaigp manager.
Bobby came back for the end of the
campaign.
But in 1960, all through the farms of Wisconsin
and the hills of West Virginia and out to Oregon and the
Coast, all through seven presidential primaries, and then
from Maine to Anchorage, Alaska in the election. And I, you
know, had a firsthand opportunity to see just how he worked
for his brother and what he meant to his brother.
No one
was more dedicated to Jack's success than Bobby.
A thing that was a great, a great help to the
President, and it's never really been disclosed, was the
work that Bobby did in the Adlai Stevenson campaign in 1956.
The fact that if somebody asked him what he did, he'd say
that, you know, he didn't have a.
The fact - that he
didn't have any job, he didn't have a job to do, but he kept
notes on everything.
And he afterwards said, "I was
learning what not to do in a presidential campaign.
So
actually, when he became his brother's campaign manager at
the age of thirty-four . . . . Actually, Bobby, in '46, was
campaigning at the age of twenty.
At the age of twenty-six,
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he was campaign manager for Massachusetts.
I doubt that
anyone was ever that young.
In 1960, at the age of thirtyfour, he was campaign manager tor the entire country. At
the age of thirty-five, he was the Attorney General. And
you know, now and then you know, the Washington press--I
don't think as much now--because they had the opportunity to
see Bobby in action--but they liked to think that he was
campaign manager in name, that it was someone else doing t1e
work, like.
• I know LLawrence F.] Larry O'Brien used to
like to give the idea, but I know that there was one
campaign manager, and that was Bobby.
When he spoke,
[John M.] Bailey, O'Brien, and everyone else jumped.
Ken O'Donnell and I, we traveled with the President
every foot of the way.
We made that first run with him when
he went out to Anchorage, Alaska and were with him right up
until November 8th, election day, never left his side, you
know, every foot of the way in the campaign. And there
wasn't a day go by that either Ken O'Donnell or I didn't
talk to Bobby about how things went in that particular city
that day or the day before in some other city. He knew what
was going on all of the time.
I thought that--the best thing that I can remember
during that period, you know, after the election and before
the Inauguration . • • • We'd be down in Palm Beach, and then
when Jackie [Jacqueline B. Kennedy] had the baby we were up
in Georgetown.
We were back and forth while the President
was trying to select his Cabinet. And I can remember
December 10th, 1960, and I am at Palm Beach with Presidentelect Kennedy, and Jackie had gone to bed early.
This is
her first day--she had brought the baby, young John, Jr.
down to Palm Beach and she and Caroline [B. Kennedy] had a
busy day, and she went to bed early.
And I'm sitting out in
the patio with President-elect Kennedy, and I can always
remember what he said.
He was talking about picking this
one and picking that one, and he said, "I want the best men
I can get for my Cabinet, and they don't come any better
than Bobby." And you know, I sat there in the darkness on
the patio of the Palm Beach house, and I was just thinking,
"Isn't that great, you know Bobby may not want to be it, but
isn't it great when one brother says about the other that
they don't come any better.
Because Bobby felt they didn't
come any better than Jack, and • •
"
So that was the 10th, a Saturday, and then the next day
we went to Mass and played golf, and then the following day,
Deember 12th, he named Dean Rusk at Palm Beach. And then we
came up to the Georgetown home, and he named LRobert S.]
McNamara on the 13th. And on the 15th, he named [Arthur J.]
Goldberg and [Orville L.J Freeman, ~nd on December 16thr he
named [C. Douglas] Dillon and his brother, Bobby.
HACKMAN:

I've talked to some of the people who ~ere
involved in filling jobs during that period,
you know, the whole talent scout thing, and
apparently Bobby was on again off again, on again, off
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again.
POWERS:

Can you remember

Yes, I do.
You see, I knew how the President
felt about him all the time.
He was wondering how the press would treat it, see. And
then he thought afterwards.
• He knew that Bobby could
do the job. His thinking on it would be:
The criticism
would be tough, but he wouldn't be running again until 1964,
and knowing Bobby as he did, that Bobby would have had the
opportunity to prove himself and then that criticism would
have left, as it did.
You know, it turned around
completely, and a lot of people said it was one of his best
appointments.
You could see the way they were being made
that--I felt he was going to go with Bobby. His Dad, you
know, wanted Bobby in there.
He said, "Yo~ are going to
need someone like Bobby in there." And [R. Sargent] Sarge
Shriver was working on them at that time.
I think that Ken
O'Donnell and I felt it was going to be Bobby on it. Well,
from that night on, for that rest of the week, I felt for
sure it was going to be Bobby, especially when these others
were filled with names that had been thrown around like
Rusk, McNamara, Goldberg and [Abraham A.] Ribicoff had
already been named and so had [Stewart L.] Udall--you see,
and there was no one else that had to be taken care of at
that time.
I remember a story on July 20th, 1961, I was standing
in President Kennedy's White House office with Bobby, and
they're both waiting for General Douglas MacArthur.
They're
scheduled to have lunch with him in the White House. And
President Kennedy was always greatly impr~~sed with • . • •
Earlier, we had talked about men of courage, but he had
followed war heroes and, gosh, he knew records from the
Civil War up. And he was talking about General MacArthur's
great war record. And then he said "Dave, how would you like
to have this said about you?" And he had this quote he had
memorized, and it was, "On a field where courage was the
rule, his courage was the dominant feature." An~ before I
could answer, Bobby Kennedy said, " I would love to have
that said about me." And now he can, now it can be, you
know.
And then for the two years and ten months and two days
in the White House, Bobby was always by his side.
People
talk about what was the best contribution he made.
But, you
know, he was great on the [James H.] Meredith case in
Mississippi; he was great on the trouble in Alabama.
He
probably will be remembered most in the White House years
for, you know, during the Cuban missile crisisi because I
can remember different periods of time . • • • As you recall,
the President first learned about it on Tuesday, October
16th, Well, your White House schedule was set up weeks and
sometimes months ahead, so actually, there was no way of
changing his schedule without tipping his hand.
So we
continued to do the things that - were scheduled. There was
an election corning up in a few weeks, actually, Wednesday,
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October 17th, we went to Connecticut, and the President
spoke in Bridgeport and Waterbury and New Haven.
And
Friday, October the 19th, he was in Clev e land, Ohio and
Springtield, Illinois and in Chicago.
And I can reme mber
him talking to Bobby at the time when it was between a naval
blockade and a surprise attack to elimin a te the missiles by
what they call pin-point bombing.
And the President told
Bobby, ''I am depending on you to pull this group together."
He felt the blockade, you know.
• And the people
who were in favor of the . bombing felt th e blockade would
work, but what would it do about the missiles that are
already in there.
And actually, that was the only problem.
And then it went all the way down.
The President talked to
Bobby.
Kenny took the call--Ken O'Donnell took the call
that night in Chicago, and Bobby had felt that now it had
reached sort ot a crisis within tne committee there, the
twelve, thirteen, fourteen men that the President was
depending on, and Bobby felt the President should come home.
So we did.
We flew home from Chicago the next day.
But Bobby's big contribution, and I can remember the
President's comment about it afterward, developed on
Saturday, October 27th.
In the White House we used to refer
to it as Black Saturday.
Now, the President had two
contradictory messages; one we would call the favorable
letter of Friday night.
When I left him Friday night he was
feeling great that [Nikita S.] Khrushchev had as much as
said they would remove the missiles if we promised not to
invade Cuba.
Well, the following morning a broadcast came
from the Soviets, and it was just the opposite.
So at the
meeting, you know, the thing that Bobby did was suggest that
the President ignore the Ocober 27 message and instead
answer the more favorable letter of October 26, which had a
plan for ending the missile crisis.
And at the meeting that ended on Saturday a fternoon--I
was not at the meeting; I would be, you know, ther e listing
the people that were going in and, you know, doing all these
things.
I was not part of this thing, but I was aware of
what was happening.
And then I'd be with th e Presi d ent all
the time.
We'd swim in the ninety degree t e mperature of the
White House pool for two reasons:
One, it was part of his
therapy, would help the pain in his back; and the other was
it would help him relax and think better.
It seeme d odd
that you'd say, "Well, we went to the White House pool."
People that didn't understand, at a time like this, would
say, "Isn't it odd that he'd be having a swim at this time?"
But it helped him relax, and, as I said, it was part of his
therapy.
Just as the afternoon meeting broke up on Saturday,
October 27th, he had suggested to Bobby that he visit
[Anatoly F.] Dobrynin, and Bobby did.
I went over to the
Mansion to have dinner with the President. We went in the
pool, and then we went over to eat.
Jackie was away at the
time.
She had probably gone to Glen Ora with the children.
And now, while we are eating, Bobby came busting in.
And,

I
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you know, he's talking to the President.
President Kennedy
was not a fussy eater, and he didn't like to hold the
servan t s around the White House, especially if Jackie was
not go \ ng to be there--or company.
And they would put it
out in a hot plate.
It would be chicken breasts and a glass
of--yo11 can always get a nice glass of wine or a cold beer.
And Bob by came rushing in, and I'm the first one he saw, and
I had ~ chicken leg and a glass of white wine. And he said,
"Dave, you're eating like it's your last supper." And I
said, " You know, the way things are going around here, I'm
· not sure that it isn't." Well, now they have a time.
Bobby
joined us for the • • • • It's the oddest thing. And he has
a breast and a glass of milk.
And so now he's leaving.
There was another meeting
starting at 9 o'clock. And the President found that if he
wasn't always there--sometime when the President of the
United States would be at a meeting somebody may have been
in awe of him, even men this big, and he found that when
Bobby was there, and he'd be able to go around and ask
McNamara what he thought 0£ Dillon or any of these people,
that some more would be accomplished.
But, you know, as
Bobby left the table to go into the meeting, probably the
third meeting that -the Executive Committee of the National
Security Council had held that day, the President looked up
and said, "Thank God for Bobby." And the next morning I
came over to go to Mass with the President, and while he was
getting dressed--we were going to the 10 o'clock Mass, and
we did go to the 10 o'clock Mass at St. Stephens--the
message came through.
And as we're riding .. to church that
day, the President said, "We have an extra reason for
praying today." And so it turned out fine.
The next time I c~n remember being in Bobby's company
was August 8th of 1963. The day before President Kennedy
had rushed up to the Cape where Jackie had had a baby. And
things were going bad up there, and Bobby called me and
asked me to meet him at Andrews Air Base. He and I flew
from Andrews in a jet star to Boston. And you know, he
talked about the illness of the baby all the way up and, you
know, what effect it would have on Jack and Jackie, and he
really felt bad. And at one time--here we are flying in the
jet star--he sort of looked, and I looked over, and he had
his beads, his rosary beads in his hand, and he said, "Let
us pray the baby will be all right." And so we said a
prayer.
And then we got up to the hospital, and at one time it
looked like the baby--the breathing seemed to be a little
bit normal, and the doctor said that the President could go
upstairs.
We had a bedroom on the fourth floor there, and
Bobby said, "You stay with Jack, Dave." And he left. And
then around 4:00 in the morning we get another call, and now
- we're all sitting there, you know, waiting.
You know, we
were sure then.
And Bobby and the President and myself and
Pierre Salinger sat there with the President when Patrick [B. Kennedy] died.
So Bobby always was around, you know,
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when Jack needed him.
And th e n, early the next morning, we lett the hospital
and took a n elicopter down to Otis Air Force Base. And
Bobby had t o ld him, he said, "Want me to help you break the
news to Jac k ie?" You know, she was still at Otis Air Base.
And th e n on November 22nd, I was riding, you know, in
the car beh (~d President Kennedy when he was assassinated.
Bobby joine q us at Andrews, and we were at Bethesda with
Bobby all t J1at night and up until about 4 o'clock the next
morning. And Bobby, you know, was talking about Jack and,
you know, all about • • • . The oddest thing he said: "You
know, you and the President had some wondertul times
together." And then he asked Ken O'Donnell and I to go and
pick out a casket.
The casket that we took from Dallas was
injured when we forced it aboard Air Force !1 one of the
handles were knocked off.
Oh, he and Jackie--it's now about 4:15 in the morning-and they said, "Dave, why don't you sleep here?" And you
know, I wanted to go home and wash and get into a dark suit.
It would be no good to sleep there; I'd have to do that the
next day.
So I left, and the next morning the first one I
bumped into is Bobby. We are going to have a private Mass
in the East Room where the body was. And he asked me to
come upstairs with him after the Mass.
He said, "Maybe we
can help with young John, help Jackie with young John." So
after Mass, we're on the elevator going up and talking about
the President, he said, "He had a wonderful life, didn't
he?" And the.
You know, Bobby had the knack of making everyone around
him feel good.
It used to be such a delight to visit
Hickory Hill.
No one that ever used the word ruthless could
have ever gone there.
But ~o see him the loving father of
ten children • • • • He always had time for each one of them,
and he knew their interests and talked about them, and such
a devoted husband.
Bue more than that, you know, the John
Glenns pnd the Rafer Johnsons and this crowd, well, you
could be a nobody and he'd be bringing them over to you.
You know, like when you go. • • • "Dave Powers was with my
brother before I was."
You know, this sort of thing;
anything to make you feel good.
[INTERRUPTION]
So that's the way they were. They made you feel so good,
and it was such a delight to go over there.
When the
children finished school, they would all head to Hyannis
Port, but he would still be in session in the Senate, and
he'd call my house--I lived in McLean, maybe half a mile
away--and wanted us to use the pool all the time. And you
know, he was that way.
It -was tremendous the things that he
did for people without any recognition of any sort.
And when we finally left Washington, Bobby and Ethel
had a farewell party for me.
They had a big cake, and on
top -of the cake was a replica of a three-decker.
Have you
ever been going by these neighborhoods where they have an
urban renewal or- some type of tear-down program going on,
and you can see a house that's partially torn down, and you
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see the different colored wall papers or paints? They had
it worked out that way, the third floor, the second floor,
first floor, and the card on it S3id, "To the greatest
three-decker Irishman we know."
\nd then they had a pair of
brown shoes:
"To Dave Powers, fr )m the Houston ministers."
The humor of it came from the--wh2t we called during the
campaign, "the brown shoes story".
It's too long for the
tape.
I have it on one of Presid3nt Kennedy's tapes, about
the brown shoe story. And they w3re relating to this with
the brown shoes.
You know, they Here great for that.
You
know, it takes an effort to run a party, but making a threedecker replica and digging up an old pair of brown shoes-and they had other humorous gifts there and stuff.
One of the best pictures I have, I took home.
I was
afraid I might lose it if I hung it on the wall here.
It's
a picture of Bobby and President Kennedy. And underneath it
Bobby has written, "To Dave, who hit a few big ones for both
of us, from his friend and the brother of his friend, Bob
Kennedy."
You know, he had to use the baseball term. And
my only sorrow--! wish I could hit a few big ones for them,
you know, once again.
I only wish they were around to do.
You know, I talked to him about a week before the
assassination.
He and Senator Ted called me about going to
Ireland. They were having on the President's birthday, on
President Kennedy's birthday, May 29th of last year, in
Ireland they were dedicating a park up in Wexford.
You
know, he had been there five years earlier. And Bobby
couldn't go, and Teddy couldn't go, and they said Eunice was
coming over from Paris and Joan [B. Kennedy] was going, and
they thought that it would look nice, where I had made the
trip five years ago with President Kennedy, if I would go
back. And so, as I told them, I said, "Who could - say no?
It might be possible to say no to a senator but it's
impossible to say no to two." They were both on different
lines.
So ~ ! did go over, and in Ireland, that's all they
talked about.
They loved President Kennedy in Ireland, and
they love all the Kennedys in Ireland. Their big interest
was whether Bobby was going to win and they were going to
have another Kennedy in the White House.
So about the last thing I can think of, probably, would
be the train. And the thing I remembered most about the
twenty-one cars was first, Ethel, you know, passing through
the cars with a kind word to everyone there. And there she
was looking beautiful and grave and encouraging everyone on
board to mix in and socialize. And then young 'Jae [Joseph
P. Kennedy III], walking from car to car, looking very much
like his father, and displaying that same type of courage
that his father was noted for, and just walking up to people
and reaching out his hand ~aying, "I'm Joe Kennedy." And
then Ted Kennedy, Senator Ted, walking through the car and
thanking people, you know, for coming. - It was a tremendous
thing.
And Rose Kennedy, or Mrs. Joseph P. Kennedy, she
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probably didn't go through all the cars, but I had gone down
to the last car.
We had a schedule whe~e you stood guard
before the casket.
They had a person en each end at all
times.
And when I'd gone back, I talkej to Pat and Jean and
Eunice and Teddy.
They were sitting ba:k there. And the
mother, you know, she was marvelous.
I don't know where she
gets all her strength. And she was enc)uraging everyone to
wave back to the people that were wavinJ in. At first it
didn't seem like the thing to do. And there were the
Kennedys reflecting their Irish bloodline and the great
quality they possess.
Well, in Charlestown we'd say, "The
Kennedys know how to bury their dead."
At first there were so many people around that you
knew, all the friends, but then you'd find yourself looking
out the window as you passed through Newark and New
Brunswick, Elizabeth and Philadelphia, Wilmington and
Baltimore, the 250 miles of people, thousands and thousands,
and at least half of them black. And the thing that I
thought of first was that they were Bobby's type of people.
You're thinking, as you know if you've taken that train
ride, that you're going through the • • • • It is a threedecker neighborhood that you're going through in
Philadelphia and in Wilmington and in Baltimore. ARd you
saw the people, and~ as I say, they were Bobby's type of
people, just as they were President Kennedy's type of people
before his assassination. And they lined the tracks all the
way to Washington for eight hours. And when you looked into
their face, you saw real sorrow.
You look, and you'd see
some nuns waving and a prayer book and others bowing their
head in prayer, and then you'd see the troops of Boy Scouts
saluting proudly and little league players in their uniforms
with their hats over their hearts, and women - weeping and
waving, and men unashamed, you know, to kneel down and all
kinds of homemade signs, you know.
Some people showed up
with flags, and some people showed up with pictures of
Bobby, and some with pictures of President Kennedy, and some
with homemade signs that said, "RFK, we love you," and
others, "We love you, Bobby" and "Farewell, Bobby." It was
an amazing thing when you looked out.
But I thought that it was appropriate that Bobby's last
journey was through the tenements districts because, you
know, they were his people.
He would have been proud coming
through the stations when you saw the Negroes in groups or,
you know, joining hands and singing "The Battle Hymn of the
Republic." This was their eulogy to a man that they knew
cared about them.
You know, Bobby always, in all the years
I knew him, had a feeling for people, a great feeling ror
people in trouble, and a great determination, you know, to
do something about it.
As I said to Ken O'Donnell, we're
riding along, I said, "I don't see anyone out there in a • .
[INTERRUPTION]
HACKMAN:

There we go.

15

POWERS!

No, where Ted was older and had been in . . • . Ted
had been in the 1946 campaign, also.
He handled
the three wards in Somerville. [INTERRUPTION]
You only wished the train would keep going.
Normally,
that ride took four hours, and today we left a little after
1:00 and got in a little after 9:00, and it took eight
hours.
But you wouldn't care, you just had the feeling,
when you saw all his friends aboard and all his family . . •
• Ethel was there with nine of the children.
The youngest
baby stayed home and was carried to Arlington later for the
burial.
And Jackie was there with Caroline and John, Jr.
And there were all of the nieces and nephews. And all of
the friends from all walks of life and from all corners of
our country were there.
So you just had the feeling that
you wanted the day to last because when it ended, you knew
then that it was the end. And so I always thought that . • •
• I always wished that we could have gone on and on and on
and on • • • You couldn't have found a greater people, all
his family and all of his friends, all together, on that
last train ride.
I can't think of much more, Larry, other than the
thousands of people that write and just • • • • It reminds me
of right after the President died. There were thousands of
people--it seemed to me by their letters that they had a
sense of guilt.
They did't know who to write to. They
wanted to say that they were not with Jack Kennedy in 1960,
and perhaps the reason was only because he was a Catholic.
And now they were going to be with him in 1964, and he died,
and they never had the chance to vote for him. And they
wanted to tell it to somebody.
Hundreds a ·f letters came in
like that.
And then, after Bobby died, letters would come
in, and they were people writing that they did not believe
he was ruthless, and they were going to be with him and • •
• You know, Bobby had tremendous strength, and it was down
on the precinct level, where it could help you the most.
That's why he was a hero, you know.
In your fashionable
neighborhoods, they resented him because he felt so strongly
about things that bothered their conscience that it forced
them to feel strongly about him.
HACKMAN:

Yeah, that's well put.

BEGIN S I DE II TAPE I
HACKMAN:

You were talking about Robert Kennedy being very
shy in the early days and then, in the '52
campaign, more or less corning into his own.
Was
he still very shy, though? Did he have a problem talking- to
people?
POWERS:

Not after that.
You know, he had the feeling that
he had accomplished, you know, something, and he
had.
So I think that when he came out of the Navy
at the age of twenty, in 1946, that he was very shy.
Then
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he, you know, worked on the campaign. And then he made the
- Harvard varsity team in '46 and '47. And then, in 1952,
after that I don't believe he was shy.
He had gained that
necessary confidence.
You Know, living in the shadows of brothers could
create a shyness.
You know, Joe was such an outgoing person
and a big, handsome fellow, and he was a decorated war hero.
And then Jack was a war hero on PT 109. And the fact that
courage was the virtue that Bobby most admired in a person,
that he wanted to be recognized himself as a maybe a
courageous leader. • • •
And he certainly displayed courage.
Ken O'Donnell has
told me stories. At Harvard, you know, he was small for an
end on the '46 team. A lot of the varsity teams are loaded
with these fellows that had come back after the war, and
many of them playing were like twenty-three, twenty-four
years old, twenty-five--big, strong.
Some of them had
played football in the service, and they were eligible.
[INTERRUPTION]
So I think that the accomplishments, the way
things were happening • • • • Bobby made the • • • varsity in
'46. Great bunch of people over there.
Ken O'Donnell and
that crowd, they loved Bobby.
In fact, they were all ushers
at his wedding.
I think when he came out of the Navy and
made the Harvard team and passed the bar.
[INTERRUPTIONJ
• • • and then • •
[INTERRUPTION]
• in 1950 • • •
[INTERRUPTION] confidence • • • [INTERRUPTION]
His shyness
after that was a little bit different, because . • •
[INTERRUPTION] • . • great for wanting to know everything
you know • •
[INTERRUPTION]
• • feel they best
accomplished that by • • • [INTERRUPTION] ··Bobby and Jack • •
[INTERRUPTION] • . • They had a way of getting in and
meeting the crowd one by one rather than head on and so that
I think that •
[INTERRUPTION]
'52 • •
[INTERRUPTION] • • • his abi 1 i ty • • • l INTERRUPTION] • • .
hated or disliked people making a fuss over him.
[INTERRUPTION]
Arid why there wouldn't be ani friction was the chains
of command, the way they operated.
Bobby was in charge of
the entire campaign. The job Ted Reardon was doing, he had
started to do in Washington, and he was preparing what we
called a political bible on Henry Cabot Lodge.
So the job
he was doing, you know, Bobby knew he was doing it. See, it
wasn't a case where . • • • The thing that Bobby did best tor
Jack was making sure that the work that had to be done, like
the nomination signatures--we broke all records • . • •
The most difficult thing to do in a critical campaign,
Larry, is to properly harness the enthusiasm that the
candidate generates for this reason:
that when he
announced, thousands of people write letters and they want
to help, so what do you give someone to do in April, May,
June, because at every campaign, you know, people forget _
politics during July and August and are away for the summer.
So we had the ditticult job of people showing up.
We'd have
as many as two hundred girls come into the headquarters, a
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group. Our campaign was like a crusade.
No Democratic
candidate ever drew the type of worker or the type of
enthusiasm that the Kennedys generated.
For instance, Jack and Bobby were. •
Jack was a
bachelor at the time. And Eunice and Jean had a desk there.
So some of the people would come in and think, "Ah, well,
let's work in that campaign." You know, they wanted to meet
the Ken~edys.
Mrs. Joseph P. Kennedy was working in the
campaign.
So at our headquarters we always had a couple of
hundred volunteers, mostly girls.
I think we had more girl
volunteers.
So we had to find things for them to do, typing
letters and all this sort of thing.
So we started sending
out thank you letters by the thousands. And these were the
jobs that Bobby was in charge of.
And then there was breaking down the state and going
out and having these meetings. Like Ken O'Donnell was
co-ordinating central Massachusetts.
I was lining up
meetings in the wards of Boston. And Bobby would be going
out talking to them, what he wanted d ~w n? and then following
up what was being done, you know, the registration drive,
the • • • • And then, going right down to the last week,
making sure that every precinct would have a Kennedy worker
-on the polls from 8:00 in the morning until 8:00 at night.
And people driving the cars.
And then the big concern--Bobby was great for this. He
said, "Well, we ought to have something for them." And
there'd be a truck in every ward bringing coffee and
sandwiches and doughnuts and cokes to the • • • • These were
volunteers that normally worked out of our headquarters,
working inside, but on election day, everibody was outdoors.
The question asked about whether he would have trouble with
som~ of the older people.
Now, from the '46 campaign, it would have been Ted
Reardon and I, we would have been the only two from the '46
campaign working on the '52. And as I say, Ted's job was,
directly from Washington, working on the Lodge record and
parts of it would go in to the speechwriters.
[Theodore C.]
Sorensen hadn't showed up now. And I loved Bobby, as I did
Jack, so he would have no trouble with me. And Ken
O'Donnell and Bobby were great pals. And then Larry O'Brien
was co-ordinating western Massachusetts, and he had never
been in a campaign with Bobby before.
He had been Foster
Furcolo's administrative assistant up until this time. And
so Bobby had no trouble with the people that we had working
because all your pros were working for Dever. He had been
governor in '48, defeated [Robert F.] Bradford by almost
four hundred thousand votes, defeated [Arthur W.] Coolidge
by a quarter of a million in '50, and he ran against
[Christian A.] Herter in '52. And all these people that had
been rewarded with jobs, well, they owed their campaign
support to Governor Dever.
So we had all the little people.
And as you follow the campaign strategy of the Kennedys,
they always won with the little people ~ And I believe
that's why Bobby would have won this time.
There are more
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of them.
HACKMAN:

How was he as a speaker in those early days, the
'52 campaign?

POWERS:

He talked very fast and very excitedly, and he
left the speaking to Jack and his mother and the
girls.
He did go out a couple of times to fill
in. And he had sort of a standard one:
"My brother, Jack,
couldn't be here. My mother couldn't be here.
Eunice, Pat,
and Jean are speaking at other parts of the city. Teddy
couldn't be here. And I came over here tonight to ask you
to vote for my brother." That went over big.
People • • •
You know, it's hard as hell substituting for a Kennedy.
I
run into many embarrassing situations pinch-hitting for
Teddy at these fund raising affairs and before that, for
Bobby because trying to pinch-hit for Bobby or Teddy is like
pinch-hitting for Ted Williams, that sort of thing. They
want the best.
HACKMAN:

Can you remember ever talking to him while he was
at University of Virginia Law School or in the
early fifties about what he thought about law
school and what he might plan to do with his own career?

POWERS:

,.,,,

No. At that time I did not see much of him, and
it must have been that he probably was not coming
up to the Cape summers.
I was a bachelor at the
time, and I used to • • • • Jack would fly home from
Washington, and I would meet him at Logan; · and we would fly
to Hyannis Port almost every weekend. And so in '46 and
'47, I - recall • • • • '48, he took a job as a correspondent
with the -Boston Post and we didn't see much of him then.
In
'SU, he got married, and then he and Ethel were
housekeeping.
So in that period I didn't see much of him,
again, until 1952, and then I saw him every day for five or
six months.
HACKMAN:

What about during the mid-fifties, then, first,
when he was working on the [Joseph R.] McCarthy
Committee for a while and then the [John L.]
McClellan-[James R.] Hoffa thing? Did you ever talk to him
about what he might want to eventually do or was it always
• • Do you think he always assumed that there'd be a
presidencial race and that that's where he'd be?
POWERS: -

No, r - do not believe until maybe 1956 that their
thoughts.
• After Stevenson and [Estes)
Kefauver.
Two things happened:
one, the ease
with which they almost tipped over Kefauver in '56 with
maybe twenty-four hours preparation, see; and then Bobby
working in '56 all through that campaign.
The President, Jack Kennedy, he worked ~ike hell for
Stevenson in '56, but it was great for this reason.
I
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worked with him some of the places. Ted Sor~nsen • • . • I
used to bumf into Ted a little bit more then.
Ted Sorensen
came in '53. And there's nothing better for a pol then to
have a grour, like in Chicago or Pittsburgh or St. Louis,
work a montt. to put a rally together, and they cannot get
the presidential candidate, Stevenson or Kefauver, and next
to Stevenson, Jack Kennedy was the most sought after
speaker.
He lost so gracefully that that day on the TV tube
he looked like the all American boy.
He made more friends
that day in losing, you know.
You know, the world loves a
loser up to a point, and he was the ideal loser that day.
And you'd fly into Chicago, and the car would meet you, and
you'd go into a hall and speak, you know.
They're all
Democrats or they wouldn't be there, and he had the type of
Democratic speech they wanted to hear. And after Stevenson
and Kefauver lost in '56, and it was Stevenson's second
time, and we all felt it was the end of the road, these
people remembered Jack Kennedy.
And I think that from then
on.
I can remember being with him after the Stevenson loss,
and it may have been Thanksgiving because Bobby was down
there.
Well, yeah, it would be Thanksgiving. They all got
together at Hyannis Port - for Thanksgiving Day. And then
that weekend they wanted some people to throw the ball
around, and the following Saturday might be the Harvard-Yale
game or something like that.
But there was a lot of
activity around Hyannis Port in late November. And the
President said, Jack Kennedy said, that in 1956, in twentyfour hours work, we almost won the second ~pot.
He said,
"If we work for four years, we can pick up all the marbles."
And that's exactly what he did.
You know, when you taik _about Jack Kennedy and Bobby
Kennedy's success in politics, there's only one answer.
You
know, people always think there's a secret formula to
winning. And when you talk about the Kennedys, it's only
that they work harder at it than anybody else. Jack Kennedy
brought '-the eighteen-hour day into American politics. And
you know, that's what they do.
They're first with the best,
and they're last with the best.
The President never believed this ebb and tide, you
know, bit on politics. The oddest thing was to hear him
quote me one time to David Lawrence, the Governor of
Pennsylvania, who came in late.
But then when he came in he
came in all the way; he came in big. When we talked about
the 1952 campaign, Jack Kennedy speaking of whether he
started too soon, I told him that John McGraw, the great
baseball manager of the New -York Giants, one of · the greatest
of all time, once said that every ball game you win in
April, is one you won't need in the September stretch drive.
So he announced in April against Henry Cabot Lodge, and it
was a- long campaign.
But in 1960, David Lawrence in a hotel
room in Philadelphia said, "Well, do you think you reached
your peak too soon, Jack?" And he said, "No, because every
vote -you sew up in April, is one you won't need in
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November."
HACKMAN:

And Bobby thought the same way.
Yeah.

Can you remember--you know, you were
about Robert Kennedy traveling in that
'56 Ste venson campaign--can you remember him
making any remarks about what he thought of that campaign
and the lessons h~ felt he learned, or did he ever talk
about that?
tellin~

POWERS:

No.
Well, actually, he just . . . . You know,
when Bobby was saying do this and do that and-you know, he was great for the timing, and you had
the feeling that they weren't.
Like the things you have to
do is. •
• There is nothing better than having a band at
the airport when the candidate comes in.
You know, works up
a small crowd. And then making sure that the motorcade is
there on time and there's a car for the candidate. And also
you handle the press well if you really want it. So with
these things you had the feeling that Bobby had put out
these rules and regulations that he wanted followed when
you'd move into a city and a town like that, and you had the
feeling that they hadn't been done in '56. Maybe for him-there may have been a car the-re for the candidate and a few
others, but you had the feeling that Bobby may have been
left at an airport in Pittsburgh one cold, rainy night or
something like that.
But he was a stickler on that. So
that perhaps • • • •
He would never be one to cry over spilt milk.
You
know, he could get angry, like all the Kennedys, and then he
forgot it. And you knew it wasn't going to happen again,
and he knew it wasn't going to happen again.
But he never
harped about something·.
You know, he wanted his brother to
win, and he was willing to work twenty-four hours a day, and
he wanted men around him that felt the same way.
HACKMAN:

Can you remember him ever talking in the fifties,
before John Kennedy got married, about John
Kennedy being a bachelor. Would he kid him about
this, or did he have any attitude that he should get
married, or can you remember any talk back and forth about
that?
POWERS:

I'm trying to think of.
• The President
wondered about it, whether or not he would have to
marry a Massachusetts girl, you know, another
Irish girl, this sort of thing. And he waited until he was
elected Senator to find out whether there was any loss of
votes there. -You know, over trre years Jackie was a great,
great help to the President.
It wasn't written because
people didn't know.
But I can remember being in places like
Coos Bay, Oregon and Klamath Falls and having her, you know,
standing in line meeting people in gymnasiums and all this
sort o f thing. And in Wisconsin.
I think one of the great, great things Bobby did • • .
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I think Bobby helped Jackie get over that tremendous period
of mourning more that anyone else:
that he was great for
her.
Now I, after the President was assassinated • . . . You
know, young John used to see me with him all the time in the
pool or over the Mansion or down at the Cape, so Jackie
asked me if I would come over after she moved out of the
White House--which was December 6th, 1960, and moved over to
LW. Averell] Harriman's house--if I ~ould come over and have
lunch with young John every day.
And I did up until June
when they left--did for six months until they went to
Hyannis Port.
And every day Bobby would be over there.
And
he was, you know, he was great.
Caroline and John were
very, very fond of him, and I know Bobby did so much for
Jackie during that time.
HACKMAN:

Can you remember in that period ever talking to
him about what he might do himself before he
went to the New York senate race or anything?

POWERS:

No, he did not know.
You know, he had lost the
brother that he loved.
Maybe he and Jackie helped
each other, as you think back because, you know,
they both lost a person they loved.

HACKMAN:

Now the only other thing I can think I've got is
the same question I asked about the '52 campaign
applied to the '60 campaign. When Robert Kennedy
came in and started to run things, how did he get along with
people like Sorensen and O'Brien and well [Ralph A.] Dungan
and even some of the other people who'd been working?
POWERS:

Well, I wouldn't know.
It's the - oddest thing,
when that campaign.
• • I know that, you know,
he was • • • • Bobby hated to walk into a
headquarters and see a lot of people sitting around, and
maybe that's what was happening in the Washington
headquarters.
But you know that session when they were
called back after the Convention, that session that ran from
August 8th to September 1st, well, I know in that period • •
• I met Bobby September 1st, and he said, "Thank God it's
over." The poll, then, had showed that [Richard M.] Nixon
had gone ahead 52-48 or 54-46.
The following morning, you
know, he was talking to Kenny.
Kenny was going to be in
charge of the scheduling, and I was traveling with the
candidate. And we did go up to New Hampshire that day.
Went up to New Hampshire and then up to Bangor, Maine. And
then we slept in Washington that night, and then we left
from Baltimore~
He stopped in San- Francisco, and then
Anchorage, Alaska.
And from then on, the only time I talked
to Bobby would be on the phone or around debate time.
He flew down to Chicago for the first debate. Jack
Kennedy and myself were staying in this--I think it was the
hotel in Chicago.
And Bobby came up.
He felt this was it.
Bobby felt that the debates elected his brother. And he was
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the one that was trying to push two more, you know.
They
were willing to pay for two more.
They had found that-Nixon said he couldn't find time for a fifth and sixth.
I
had talked to Bobby that night.
He was elated.
We're in
the room, and after the debate the President--or Senator
Jack Kennedy is talking to his wife who had watched it at
Hyannis Port, and Bobby's talking to me.
He said, "What do
you think?" And I said, "He won this one easily." And, you
know, he said he felt that way too.
Everyone he saw that
night.
. . We left for Ohio. We spent the next couple of
days in Ohio, but everyone he talked to around there • •
He was asking, "What do you think? What do you think?"
So actually the first one was decisively Jack Kennedy,
a great victory.
And why the first one was so important is
that there were thousands of people that were not sure that
he could measure up to Nixon. And now that he proved he
could, our crowds doubled everywhere:
the airports, the
hotels, the streets around, the motorcades. And I know that
was a turning point.
Now the second, third, and fourth
debates.
• Statistics show that not as many watched
them, and they were close enough, if you were Nixon, to
think he won, or if you were Kennedy, to think that he did.
But the first one was the ball game.
If he didn't win that
first one, he couldn't have won because there is not enough
time between the nomination date and the election date for a
candidate to meet and sell yourself to thirty-four million
two hundred and twenty-one thousand people, which is the
number of votes he received.
They both received thirty-four
million, but he had one hundred and eighte~n thousand more
than Nixon.
Electorally, it wasn't that close.
It was 303
to 219.
But Bobby was great for the debates.
He was great.
HACKMAN:
POWERS:

Those are all the questions I have, unless you've
got something else.

No, that's about all.
I can't think of anything
other than he was a great, great man.
You know,
they don't come any better than • . • • You know
you should end up a Robert F. Kennedy tape by repeating what
President Kennedy said about him on December 10th, 1960, by
saying, "They don't come any better than Bobby."
You know, through the tape, Larry, I was saying Jack
Kennedy, but I called him Jack all my life, but the day of
the Inaugural I.
. • we're walking along the corridor and
from that day on I called him Mr. President. And one day,
[Robert L.J Bob Healy, a writer for the Boston Globe, was in
the White House, and he heard me saying "Mr. President", and
he said, "Dave, do you always call him Mr. President?" And
he said, "You always called him Jack for years, and now you
call him Mr. President." And I said, "Yes, Bob."
I said,
"It's easy, because in the history of American politi:-cs I
know that no man ever worked as hard to be called Mr.
President as -John F. Kennedy."

